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Napoleon  Buonapabte  was  bom  at  Ajaccio,  in 
Corsica,  on  the  15th  August  1769  *  The  Duke  of 
Wellington  was  bom  in  the  same  month.  "  Provi- 
dence," said  Louis  XVIII.,  "  owed  us  that  counter- 
poise."    His  family,  though  noble,  had  not  been  dis- 

*  Some  authorities  state  that  he  was  bom  on  5th  Febrnary  1768, 
and  subsequently  gave  out  that  he  was  bom  in  August  1769,  as,  in  the 
interim,  Corsica  had  been  incorporated  with  the  French  monarchy. — 
OnsLBBBN,  i.  230,  and  HitUnrc  d^  Fratiee,  par  M.  Salgues,  i.  3^  4. 
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tingaished,  and  had  suCFered  severely  from  misfor-    ^hap. 
tone.    He  was  too  great  a  man  to  attempt  to  derive 
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distinction  from  any  adventitious  advantages  which    1796. 
did  not  really  belong  to  him,  and  could  afford  to  dis- 
card all  the  lustre  of  patrician  descent.     When  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  endeavoured,  after  he  became  Birth  and 
his  6on-in«Iaw,  to  trace  his  connexion  with  some  of  ^Jf^ 
the  obscure  Dukes  of  Treviso,  he  answered  that  he 
was  the  Rudolph  of  Hapsburg  of  his  family ;  and 
when  the  genealogists  were  engaged  in  deducing  his 
descent  from  an  ancient  line  of  Gothic  princes,  he^i^OM.i. 
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cut  short  their  labours  by  declaring  that  his  patent  137^  Boar. 
of  nobility  dated  from  the  battle  of  Montenotte.^        *•  ^®'  *^ 

His  mother,  who  was  distinguished  by  great  beauty, 
and  no  common  firmness  and  intrepidity  of  mind,  hu  Mo- 
shared  in  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  her  husband  N^^i^n'i 
during  the  civil   dissensions  which   distracted  the^^^^* 
island  at  the  Kitne  of  his  birth,  and  had  recently 
before  been  engaged  in  some  expeditions  on  horse- 
back with  him.     His  father  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
eight,  of  a  cancer  in  the  stomach,  a  complaint  here- 
ditary in  his  family,  and  which  also  proved  fatal  to 
Napoleon  himself;  but  the  want  of  paternal  care 
was  more  than  supplied  by  his  mother,  to  whose 
early  education  and  solicitude  he,  in  after  life,  mainly 
ascribed  his  elevation.^     Though  left  a  widow  in 
the  prime  of  life,  she  had  already  borne  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  five  sons  and  three  daughters 
survived  their  father.     She  lived  to  see  one  of  them  ^ 
wearing  the  Crown  of  Charlemagne,  and  another  11 7, 119,' ' 
seated  on  the  throne  of  Charles  V.'    On  the  day  of  q?^ 
his  birth,  being  the  festival  of  the  Assumption,  8he^;i<>0-. 
had  been  at  church,  and  was  seized  with  her  pains  370, 377.' 

*  **  My  opinion/'  said  Napoleon>  "  U,  that  the  future  good  or  bad  con- 
dict  of  a  child  depends  entirely  on  the  mother.*' — 0*Mbaiu,  it,  100. 
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CHAP,   during  high  mass.     She  was  brought  home  hastily, 
and,  as  there  was  not  time  to  prepare  a  bed,  laid 


XX. 


1796.  upon  a  couch  covered  with  tapestry  representing  the 
,  D»Abr.  ii.  ^^^oes  of  the  Iliad,  and  there  the  future  conqueror 
377.   i^  was  brought  into  the  world.* 

nirii^,  *      I^  the  years  of  infancy  he  exhibited  nothing  re- 
cmeant     ™3J^1^8'ble,  excepting  irritability  and  turbulence  of 
ii.  100.      temper ;  but  these  qualities,  as  well  as  the  decision 
with  which  they  were  accompanied,  were  so  power- 
character,   ful,  that  they  gave  him  the'  entire  command  of  his 
eldest  brother  Joseph,  a  boy  of  a  mild  and  unassum- 
ing character,  who  was  constantly  beaten,  pinched, 
or  tormented  by  the  future  ruler  of  the  world.     But 
even  at  that  early  period  it  was  observed  that  he 
never  wept  when  chastised;   and  on  one  occasion, 
when  he  was  only  seven  years  of  age,  having  been 
suspected  unjustly  of  a  fault,  and  punished  when 
innocent,  he  endured  the  pain,  and  Subsisted  in  dis- 
grace for  three  days  on  the  coarsest  food,  rather  than 
betray   his   companion,   who  was   really   in    fault. 
Though  his  anger  was  violent,  it  was  generally  of 
short  endurance,  and  his  smile  from  the  first  was  like 
a  beam  of  the  sun  emerging  from  the  clouds.     But, 
nevertheless,  he  gave  no  indications  of  extraordinary 
capacity  at  that  early  age  ;  and  his  mother  was  fre- 
•  D'Abr.  i.  queutly  heard  to  declare,  that,  of  all  her  children,  he 
t^  att.^L  ^^  *^®  ^^^  whom  she  would  least  have  expected  to 
126.         have  attained  any  extraordinary  eminence.^ 

The  winter  residence  of  his  father  was  usually  at 
Hiicha-  Ajaccio,  the  place  of  his  birth,  where  there  is  still 
Bidence,  preserved  the  model  of  a  cannon,  weighing  about 
whe^*^'  thirty  pounds,  the  early  plaything  of  Napoleon. 
^^^^^■^<**  But  in  summer  the  family  retired  to  a  dilapidated 
villa  near  the  isle  Sanguiniere,  once  the  residence 
of  a  relation  pf  his  mother ^s,  situated  in  a  romantec 
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spot  on  the  sear-shore.     The  house  is  approached  by    chat. 
an  avenue,  overhung  by  the  cactus  and  acacia,  and 


other  shrubs  which  grow  luxuriantly  in  a  southern  1796. 
climate.  It  has  a  garden  and  a  lawn,  shewing  ves- 
tiges of  neglected  beauty,  and  surrounded  by  a  shrub- 
bery permitted  to  run  to  wilderness.  There,  enclosed 
by  the  cactus,  the  clematis,  and  the  wild  olive,  is  a 
singular  and  isolated  granite  rock,  beneath  which  the 
remains  of  a  small  summer-house  are  still  visible, 
the  entrance  to  which  is  nearly  closed  by  a  luxuri- 
ant fig-tree.  This  was  the  favourite  retreat  of  the 
young  Napoleon,  who  early  shewed  a  love  of  soli- 
tary meditation,  during  the  periods  when  the  vacsr- 
tions  at  school  permitted  him  to  return  home.  We 
might  suppose  that  there  were  perhaps  formed  those 
visions  of  ambition  and  high  resolves,  for  which  the 
limits  of  the  world  were  ere  long  felt  to  be  insufficient, 
did  we  not  know  that  childhood  can  hardly  anticipate 
the  destiny  of  maturer  years ;  and  that,  in  Cromwell's  ^^Benion'i 
words,  a  man  never  rises  so  high  as  when  he  does6.so^'.iii. 
not  know  where  his  course  is  to  terminate.^  ^^' 

At  an  early  age  he  was  sent  to  the  Military  School, 
first  of  Angers,  and  latterly  of  Brienne.     It  is  re- Removed 
markable  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  also  learned  J^^^j|^[ 
the  rudiments  of  the  art  of  war  at  the  first  of  these  »tBri«nnej 
seminaries.     His  character  there  underwent  a  rapid  ter  there, 
alteration.      He  became  thoughtful,  studious,  con- 
templative, and  diligent  in  the  extreme.     His  pro- 
ficiency, especially  in  mathematics,  was  soon  remark-* 
able ;  but  the  quickness  of  his  temper,  though  sub*- 
dued,  was  not  extinguished.    On  one  occasion,  having 
been  subjected  to  a  degrading  punishment  by  his 
master,  that  of  dining  on  his  knees  at  the  gate  of  the 
refectory,  the  mortification  he  experienced  was  so  ex^ 
cessive,  that  it  produced  a  violent  vomiting  and  a  uni» 
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OHAP.   versal  tremor  of  the  nerves.^    But  in  the  games  of  his 
^*'     companions  he  was  inferior  to  none  in  spirit  and  agi- 


1796.    ^^^7'  ^^^  already  began  to  evince,  in  a  decided  pre^ 

dilection  for  military  pursuits,  the  native  bias  of  his 

i  if  S^^"  mind.     Durinff  the  winter  of  1783-4,  so  remarkable 

127.  Bour.  ,  ,     ®  ,  .      ' 

i.  92.  for  its  severity  even  in  southern  latitudes,  the  amuse- 
ments of  the  boys  without  doors  were  completely 
stopped.  Napoleon  proposed  to  his  companions  to 
beguile  the  weary  hours  by  forming  intrenchments 
and  bastions  of  snow,  with  parapets,  ravelins,  and 
hornworks.  The  little  army  was  divided  into  two 
parties,  one  of  which  was  intrusted  with  the  attack, 
the  other  with  the  defence  of  the  works ;  and  the 
mimie  war  was  continued  for  several  weeks,  during 
which  fractures  and  wounds  were  received  on  both 
sides.  On  another  occasion,  the  wife  of  the  porter 
of  the  school,  well  known  to  the  boys  for  the  fruit 
which  she  sold,  having  presented  herself  at  the  door 
of  their  theatre  to  be  allowed  to  see  the  Death  of 
OcBsar,  which  was  to  be  played  by  the  youths,  and 
been  refused  an  entrance,  the  sergeant  at  the  en- 
trance, induced  by  the  vehemence  of  her  manner,  re- 
ported the  matter  to  the  young  Napoleoti,  who  was 
the  officer  in  command  on  the  occasion.  ^^  Remove 
that  woman,  who  brings  here  the  license  of  camps,^' 

ssfss!  '•  8*id  '^^  future  ruler  of  the  Revolution.' 

It  was  the  fortune  of  the  school  at  Brienne  at  this 
time  to  possess  among  its  scholars,  besides  Napoleon, 
another  boy,  who  rose  to  the  highest  eminence  in  the 

was  afthe  Rcvolutiou,  PiCHEORU,  aftcrwards  conqueror  of  Hol- 

nmeschooi.  ^^^^^     Ho  was  scvcral  years  older  than  Napoleon, 

and  instructed  him  in  the  elements  of  mathematics, 
and  the  four  first  rules  of  arithmetic.  Pichegru 
early  perceived  the  firm  character  of  his  little  pupil ; 
and  when,  many  years  afterwards,  he  had  embraced 
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the  Royalist  party,  and  it  was  proposed  to  him  to    chap. 
sound  Napoleon,  then  in  the  command  of  the  army     ^^' 


of  Italy,  he  replied,  "  Don't  waste  time  upon  him :    ngQ^ 
I  have  known  him  from  his  infancy ;  his  character 
is  inflexible ;  he  has  taken  his  side,  and  will  never 
swerve  from  it.''     The  fate  of  these  two  illustrious 
men  afterwards  rose   in  painful  contrast  to  each  i  x^s  a».  u 
other :   Pichegru  was  strangled  in  a  dungeon,  when  J^^  ^^^• 
Napoleon  was  ascending  the  throne  of  France.^  i.  240. 

The  speculations  of  Napoleon  at  this  time  were 
more  devoted  to  political  than  military  subjects.  His  hu  early 
habits  were  thoughtful  and  solitary;  and  his  con- thought.^ 
versation,  even  at  that  early  age,  was  so  remarkable 
for  its  reflection  and  energy,  that  it  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  Abbe  Raynal,  with  whom  he  frequently 
lived  in  vacations,  and  who  discoursed  with  him  on 
government,  legislation,  and  the  relations  of  com- 
merce. He  was  distinguished  by  his  Italian  com- 
plexion, his  piercing  look,  and  the  decided  style  of 
his  expression :  a  peculiarity  which  frequently  led 
to  a  vehemence  of  manner,  which  rendered  him  not 
generally  popular  with  his  schoolfellows.  The  mo- 
ment their  play-time  arrived,  he  flew  to  the  library 
of  the  school,  where  he  read  with  avidity  the  histo- 
rical works  of  the  ancients,  particularly  Polybius, 
Plutarch,  and  Arrian.  His  companions  disliked  him, 
on  account  of  his  not  joining  their  games  at  these 
hours,  and  frequently  rallied  him  on  his  name  and 
Corsican  birth.  He  often  said  to  Bourrienne,  his 
earliest  friend,  with  much  bitterness, — ^^*  I  hate  these 
French — ^I  will  do  them  all  the  mischief  in  my 
power."  Notwithstanding  this,  his  animosity  had 
nothing  ungenerous  in  it ;  and  when  he  was  intrust- 
ed, in  his  turn,  with  the  enforcing  of  any  regulation 
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CHAP,   which  was  infringed,  he  preferred  going  to  prison  to 
^^'     informing  against  the  young  delinquents.* 


1796.        Though  his  progress  at  school  was  respectable,  it 
was  not  remarkable ;  and  the  notes  transmitted  to 
87^  33  g^*^©"*"^®^*  i^  1784,  exhibited  many  other  young 
8ft!   Las '  men  much  more  distinguished  for  their  early  pro- 
i?AbrA^'  ficiency — a  circumstance  frequently  observable   in 
***•         those  who  ultimately  rise  to  greatness.     In  the  pri- 
Higpr^    vate  instructions  communicated  to  government  by 
sehooL      the  masters  of  the  establishment,  he  was  charac- 
terised as  of  a  ^^  domineering,  imperious,  and  head- 
strong character/'     During  the  vacations  of  school, 
he  returned  in  general  to  Corsica;  where  he  gave 
vent  to  the  ardour  of  his  mind,  in  traversing  the 
mountains  and  valleys  of  that  romantic  island,  and 
listening  to  the  tales  of  feudal  strife  and  family  re- 
venge by  which  its  inhabitants  are  so  remarkably 
distinguished.      The  celebrated  Faoli,  the  hero  of 
Corsica,  accompanied  him  in  some  of  these  excur- 
sions, and  explained  to  him  on  the  road  the  actions 
which  he  had  fought,  and  the  positions  which  he  had 
occupied  during  his  struggle  for  the  independence  of 
the  island*     The  energy  and  decision  of  his  young 
147.   Laa  companiou  at  this  period,  made  a  great  impression 
{]^g  ^^'on  that  illustrious  man.     "  Oh,  Napoleon ! "  said  he. 
Boar.  1. 37, "  you  do  uot  rescmble  the  modems — you  belong  only 
to  the  heroes  of  Plutarch."^ 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  was  sent  from  the 
It  Mat  to  school  of  Brienne  to  the  Ecole  Militaire  at  Paris,  for 
^  ^^•^^the  completion  of  his  military  studies.  He  had  not 
Paris.  been  long  there,  when  he  was  so  much  struck  with 
f^  "^  the  luxurious  habits  in  which  the  young  men  were 
then  brought  up,  that  he  addressed  an  energetic 
memorial  to  the  governor  on  the  subject,  strongly 
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urging  that  instead  of  having  footmen  and  grooms  to    chap. 
wait  upon  their  orders,  they  should  he  taught  to  do        ^' 


every  thing  for  themselves,  and  he  inured  to  the  hard*    nw, 
ships  and  privations  which  awaited  them  in  real  war- 
fare.    In  the  year  1785,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
received  a  commission  in  a  regiment  of  artillery,  and 
was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  in 
a  corps  quartered  at  Valence.    Shortly  after,  he  gave 
a  proof  of  the  varied  subjects  which  occupied  his 
mind,  by  writing  a  history  of  Corsica,  and  an  Essay 
for  a  prize,  proposed  by  the  Abb^  Raynal,  on  the 
^^  Institutions  most  likely  to  contribute  to  Public 
Happiness.^'     The  prize  was  adjudged  to  the  young 
soldier.     These  productions,  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, were  distinguished  by  the  revolutionary  doc^j 
trines  then  generally  prevalent,  and  very  different  ii.  us,  ite. 
from  his  maturer  speculations.     The  essay  was  re-^i^'^' 
covered  by  Talleyrand  after  Napoleon  was  on  the  J*^  •  ^• 
throne;   but  the  moment  the  Emperor  saw  it  heAbr/i. 76. 
threw  it  into  the  flames.^ 

At  this  period.  Napoleon  was  generally  disliked  by 
his  companions:  he  was  considered  as  proud,  haughty,  Hii  chane- 
and  irascible ;  but  with  the  few  whose  conversation  **'  ****"" 
he  valued,  and  whose  friendship  he  chose  to  cultivate, 
he  was  already  a  favourite,  and  high  expectations 
began  to  be  formed  of  the  future  eminence  to  which 
he  might  rise.  His  powers  of  reasoning  were  espe- 
cially remarkable ;  his  expressions  lucid  and  energe- 
tic ;  his  knowledge  and  information  immense,  con- 
sidering his  years  and  the  opportunities  of  study 
which  he  had  enjoyed.  Logical  accuracy  was  the 
great  characteristic  of  his  mind ;  and  his  subsequent 
compositions  have  abundantly  proved,  that  if  he  had 
not  become  the  first  conqueror,  he  would  have  been 
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CHAP,    one  of  the  greatest  writers,  as  he  assuredly  was  one 
^^'     of  the  most  profound  thinkers  of  modem  times.* 


279Q,  His  figure,  always  diminutive,  was  at  that  period 
thin  and  meagre  in  the  highest  degree ;  a  circum- 

lu  ^**lJ*  ^^^^^  which  rendered  his  appearance  somewhat  ridi- 

cu'i.  uo,culous  when  he  first  assumed  the  military  dress. 

^^^'  Mademoiselle  Pennon,  afterwards  Duchess  of  Ahran- 
tes,  one  of  his  earliest  female  acquaintances,  and  who 
afterwards  became  one  of  the  most  brilliant  wits  of 
the  Imperial  court,  mentions  that  he  came  to  their 
house  on  the  day  on  which  he  first  put  on  his  uni- 
form, in  the  highest  spirits,  as  is  usual  with  young 
men  on  such  an  occasion :  but  her  sister,  two  years 
younger  than  herself,  who  had  just  left  her  boarding- 
school,  was  so  struck  with  his  comical  appearance, 
in  the  enormous  boots  which  were  at  that  period 
worn  by  the  artillei^y,  which  he  had  entered,  that  she 
immediately  burst  into  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter, 
saying  he  resembled  nothing  so  much  as  Fuss  in  Boots. 
The  stroke  told ;  the  libel  was  too  true  not  to  be  felt : 
but  Napoleon  soon  recovered  his  good-humour,  and, 
a  few  days  afterwards,  presented  her  with  an  ele^ 

■  D'Abr.  I.  gantly  bound  copy  of  Puss  in  Boots,  as  a  proof  Uiat 


113. 


he  retained  no  rancour  for  her  raillery.^ 


When  the  Revolution  broke  out,  he  adhered,  like 
He  espou-  almost  all  the  young  officers  of  a  subaltern  rank,  to 
^^^ent'"'  the  popular  side,  and  continued  a  warm  patriot  during 
!he  RB^^r^*^^  vfhole  time  of  the  Constituent  Assembly.     But, 
lutioD.       on  the  appointment  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  he 
has  himself  declared  that  his  sentiments  underwent 
a  rapid  change ;   and  he  soon  imbibed,  under  the 
Reign  of  Terror,  that  profound  hatred  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, which  his  subsequent  life  so  strongly  evinced ; 
and  which  he  never,  even  for  the  piirpose^st  of  ambi- 
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tion,  made  any  attempts  to  disguise.  It  was  his  chap. 
fortune  to  witness  both  the  mob  which  inundated  the 
Tnileries  on  the  20th  June,  and  that  which  over-  nge. 
turned  the  throne  on  the  10th  August ;  and  on  both 
he  strongly  expressed  his  sense  of  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences likely  to  arise  from  the  want  of  resolution 
in  the  government.  No  man  knew  better  the  con* 
sequences  of  yielding  to  popular  clamour,  or  how 
rapidly  it  is  checked  by  proper  firmness  in  the  depo- 
sitaries of  power.  From  the  weakness  shown  on  the 
20th  June,  he  predicted  the  disastrous  effects  which 
so  speedily  followed  on  the  next  great  revolt  of  the 
populace.  When  he  saw  the  monarch,  in  obedience  to 
the  rabble,  put  on  the  red  cap,  his  indignation  knew 
no  bounds.  ^^  How  on  earth,^'  he  exclaimed,  ^^  could 
they  let  those  wretches  enter  the  palace !  They  should 
have  cut  down  four  or  five  hundred  with  grapcHBhot,  *  Bour.  i. 
and  the  rest  would  speedily  have  taken  to  flight.^'^    ca^.  i.  ue. 

The  first  military  exploit  of  Napoleon  was  in  his 
native  country.     The  disturbances  in  Corsica  having  His  first 
led  the  revolutionary  forces  into  that  island,  he  was  ^^9^,*° 
dispatched  from  Bastia,  in  spring  1793,  to  surprise  ■?<***  ***• 
his  native  city  of  Ajaccio,  and  succeeded  in  making  Toulon. 
himself  master  of  a  tower  called  the  Torre  di  Capi-- 
tello,  in  its  vicinity,  where  he  was  shortly  afterwards 
besieged,  and  compelled  to  evacuate  it;  thus,  like 
Frederick   of    Prussia,   and  Wellington,    his  first 
essay  in  arms  proved  unfortunate.     His  talents,  and 
the  high  character  which  he  had  received  from  the 
masters  of  the  military  academy,  ere  long,  however, 
led  to  a  more  important  employment.     At  the  siege 
of  Toulon,  the  command  of  the  artillery,  after  the 
operations  had  advanced  a  considerable  length,  was 
intrusted  to  his  direction,  and  he  soon  communicated 
a  new  impulse  to  the  hitherto  languishing  progress 
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CHAP,    of  the  fiiege.     By  his  advice,  the  attack  ^as  changed 
^^'     from  the  body  of  the  place  to  the  forts  on  the  Havr 


1796.  ^^^^  ^^  Grasse^  and  on  the  Mountain  of  Faron,  which 
proved  so  successful,  that  the  siege,  which  before  his 
arrival  was  on  the  point  of  being  abandoned  in  de- 
spair, was  speedily  crowned  with  complete  success. 
During  this  operation  he  was  first  struck  by  the 
firmness  and  intrepidity  of  a  young  corporal  of  artil- 
lery, whom  he  immediately  recommended  for  promo- 
tion. Having  occasion  to  send  a  despatch  from  the 
trenches,  he  called  for  some  person  who  could  write, 
that  he  might  dictate  the  order.  A  young  soldier 
stepped  from  the  ranks,  and  resting  the  paper  on  the 
breastwork,  began  to  write  as  he  dictated,  when  a 
shot  from  the  enemy^s  batteries  struck  the  ground 
close  to  him,  and  covered  the  paper  with  earth. 
"  Thank  you,"  said  the  soldier ;  "  we  shall  have  no 
occasion  for  sand  on  this  page."  Napoleon  asked  him 
what  he  could  do  for  him.  "  Everything,"  replied 
the  young  private,  blushing  with  emotion,  and  touch- 
ing his  left  shoulder  with  his  hand ;  ^^  you  can  turn 
this  worsted  into  an  epaulet."  A  few  days  after, 
Napoleon  sent  for  the  same  soldier  to  order  him  to 
reconnoitre  in  the  enemy's  trenches,  and  recommend- 
ed that  he  should  disguise  himself,  for  fear  of  his 
being  discovered.  "  Never,"  replied  he.  "  Do  you 
take  me  for  a  spy  ?  I  will  go  in  my  uniform,  though 
1  Scott,  iii.  I  should  never  return."  And  in  effect  he  set  out 
^ets  E?  instantly,  dressed  as  he  was,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
Abr.il.  to  return  unhurt.  Napoleon  immediately  recom- 
Gas.  i.  166.  nlended  him  for  promotion,  and  never  lost  sight  of 
j«^p.  i.  10,  i^jg  courageous  secretary.  He  was  Junot,  afterwards 
Marshal  of  France,  and  Duke  of  Abrantes.^  So 
strongly  did  Napoleon's  character  impress  Junot 
at  that  time,  that  he  quitted  his  regiment  to  de* 
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vote  himself  to  his  fortunes  as  aide-de-camp,  and    chap. 
wrote  to  his  father  in  1794,  in  answer  to  his  inquiries, 


what  sort  of  young  man  he  was  to  whom  he  had  at-    1796. 
tached  himself, — "  He  is  one  of  those  men  of  whom 
Nature  is  sparing,  and  whom  she  does  not  throw  upon 
the  earth  but  with  centuries  between  them." 

On  another  occasion,  an  artilleryman  having  been 
shot  while  loading  a  gun,  he  took  up  the  dead  man^s  Fint  ae- 
ramrod,  and  with  his  own  hands  served  the  piece  for  wuh"jw 
a  considerable  time.   He  first  took  notice,  at  the  same  "**  ^^'*'^- 
siege,  of  another  young  soldier  named  Duroc,  whom 
he  never  afterwards  lost  sight  of,  made  Marshal  of 
the  Palace,  and  ever  treated  with  the  most  unlimited 
confidence,  till  he  was  killed  by  his  side  on  the  field 
of  Bautzen.     Duroc  loved  Napoleon  for  himself,  and 
possessed,  perhaps,  a  larger  share  of  his  confidence 
than  any  of  his  other  generals ;  and  none  knew  so 
well,  in  after  years,  how  to  let  the  first  ebullitions  of 
the  imperial  wrath  escape  without  producing  fatal 
effects,  and  allowing  the  better  judgment  of  his  sove- 
reign to  resume  its  sway  in  cooler  moments.     The 
reputation  which  Napoleon  acquired  from  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  this  siege  was  very  great.     All  the 
generals,  representatives,  and  soldiers,  who  had  heard 
the  advice  which  he  gave  at   the  councils,   three 
months  before  the  capture  of  the  town,  and  witnessed 
his  activity  at  the  works,  anticipated  a  future  career  *  Lm.  i. 
of  glory  to  the  young  officer.  Dugommier  wrote  to  the  \^]  1S7/  " 
Committee  of  Public  Safety  in  these  words : — "  Re-  ^93**''^^ 
ward  and  promote  that  young  man ;  for  if  you  are  un-  ui.  ss. 
grateful  towards  him,  he  will  raise  himself  alone." ^ 

This  success  procured  for  Napoleon  the  command  j^  ^^^^^j^^ 
of  the  artillery  of  the  army  of  Italy  during  the  cam- to  Dumor- 
.paign  of  1794.     Dumorbion,  who  was  advanced  in  \nihl  1^ 
years,  submitted  all  the  operations  to  a  council  oi  '•*^^™«-^p«- 
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CHAP,    younger  officers,  among  whom  Napoleon  and  Mas- 
^^'     sena  soon  acquired  a  decided  lead ;  and  the  former, 


1796.  f^^™  ^^^  force  of  superior  talents,  gradually  came  to 
direct  the  whole  operations  of  the  campaign.  It  was 
his  ability  which  procured  for  the  French  armies  the 
capture  of  Saorgia,  the  Col  di  Tende,  and  all  the 
higher  chain  of  the  Maritime  Alps.  These  successes 
awakened  in  his  ardent  mind  those  lofty  visions  of 
ambition  which  he  was  so  soon  destined  to  realize : 
one  night  in  June  1794,  he  spent  on  the  summit  of 
the  Col  di  Tende,  from  whence  at  sunrise  he  beheld 
,  Nap.  iii.  ^^*^  delight  the  blue  plains  of  Italy,  already  to  his 
15, 26, 34.  prophetic  eye  the  theatre  of  glorious  achievement-t 

In  July  1794,  Napoleon  was  sent  by  the  Commis- 
Sent  to      sioners  of  the  Convention  to  Genoa  upon  a  secret 
^' "^mission,  in  which  he  was  connected  with  Robe*- 
command  of  pierre's  brother,  then  intrusted  with  the  supreme 
ai  Guard  of  commaud  at  Toulon.     This  mission  saved  his  life ; 
^'"'-        the  younger  Robespierre,  for  whom,  at  that  period, 
he  had  conceived  the  highest  admiration,  earnestly 
entreated  Napoleon,  instead  of  going,  to  accompany 
him  to  Paris,  whither  he  was  returning  to  support  his 
brother ;  but  he  was  inflexible'  in  his  refusal.     Had 
he  yielded,  he  would  infallibly  have  shared  the  fate 
of  both ;  and  the  destinies  of  Europe  might  have  been 
changed.     The  situation  he  was  offered  was  that  of 
Heuriot,  commander  of  the  National  Guard,  of  whose 
capacity  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  had  become 
somewhat  doubtful.     It  was  brilliant  enough,  how- 
ever, in  those  days  to  awaken  the  ambition  of  his 
brothers  Joseph  and  Lucien,  who  urged  him  to  close 
with  the  offer.     "  No,"  said  Napoleon,  "  I  will  not 
accept  it ;  this  is  not  a  time  to  play  the  enthusiast ; 
it  is  no  easy  matter  to  save  your  head  at  Paris.  Robes- 
pierre the  younger  is  an  honourable  man,  but  his 
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brother  is  no  trifler ;  if  I  went  to  Paris,  I  should  be    chap. 
obliged  to  serve  him.  Me  serve  such  a  man !  Never.     ^^' 


I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  service  I  might  be  of  in    ng^^ 
replacing  that  imbecile  commander  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Paris,  but  I  do  not  choose  to  do  so ;  this  is 
not  the  time  for  engaging  in  such  an  undertaking. 
What  could  I  do  in  that  huge  galley  ?    At  present 
there  is  no  honourable  place  for  one  but  the  army ; 
but  have  patience,  the  time  is  coming  when  I  shaU 
rule  Paris.^'*    What  momentous  destinies  hung  on^Lucien 
this  decision;  for  if  he  had  been  in  the  place  ofp^*" 
Heuriot  on  the  9th  Thermidor,  to  which  side  would  ?1®™-  ^-  ^> 
victory  in  all  probability  have  inclined  !^ 

As  it  was.  Napoleon  was  exposed,  from  his  con. 
nexion  with  these  leaders,  to  no  inconsiderable  dan- 
ger^ even  on  his  Italian  mission.     Within  a  month 
after,  he  was,  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  Robes-  He  is  ar- 
pierre,  arrested  by  the  new  commissioners,  whom  the  |^e«tSf 
Thermidorian  party  sent  out  to  the  army  of  Italy, 
and  made  a  narrow  escape  with  his  life.    He  address- 
ed, in  consequence,  an  energetic  remonstrance  to  the  ^%^^' 
commissioners,  remarkable  for  the  strong  sense,  con- 
densed thought,  and  powerful  expression  which  it 
contains ;  while  his  friend  Junot  was  so  penetrated 
with  grief  at  his  misfortune,  that  he  wrote  to  them,  20th  Aug. 
protesting  his  innocence,  and  imploring  to  be  allowed 
to  share  his  captivity.    The  generous  application  was  Retams  to 
attended  with  complete  success;  a  fortnight  after- ^'"^ 
wards,  he  was  provisionally  set  at  liberty,  and  imme-  ifith  Sept. 
diately  returned  to  Paris.     He  was  there  ofltered  a "  Bow.  1. 
command  in  La  Vendue ;  and,  having  declined  it,  he  70.'   ua  * 
was  deprived  of  his  rank  as  a  general  officer,  and  re-  ^^J/^* 
duced  to  private  life.'  194.    Nap. 

The  period  which  now  intervened  from  the  dis-  34.    *  *  ' 
missal  of  Napoleon  to  the  attack  of  the  Sections  on 
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CHAP,    the  Convention,  in  October  1795,  he  has  himself 

]__  described  as  the  happiest  in  his  life.     Living  almost 

1796.  without  money,  on  the  bounty  of  his  friends,  in  coffee- 
houses and  theatres,  his  ardent  imagination  dwelt 
His  Bubfse-  incessantly  on  the  future  ;  and  visions  floated  across 
?n*pi-ii^**  hfs  mind,  tinged  with  those  bright  colours  in  which 
the  eye  of  youthful  genius  arrays  the  path  of  life — 
a  striking  proof  of  the  dependence  of  happiness  on 
the  mind  itself,  and  the  slight  influence  which  even 
the  greatest  external  success  has  in  replenishing  the 
secret  fountains  from  which  the  joys  or  sorrows  of 
existence  are  drawn.  During  these  days  of  vision- 
ary romance,  he  dwelt  with  peculiar  pleasure  on  his 
favourite  idea  of  repairing  to  Constantinople  and 
offering  his  services  to  the  Grand  Signior,  under  the 
impression  that  things  were  too  stable  in  the  Western 
World,  and  that  it  was  in  the  East  alone  that  those 
great  revolutions  were  to  be  effected,  which  at  once 
immortalize  the  names  of  their  authors.  He  even 
went  so  far  as  to  prepare,  and  address  to  the  French 
government,  a  memorial,  in  which  he  offered,  with 
a  few  officers  who  were  willing  to  follow  his  for- 
tunes, to  go  to  Turkey,  to  organize  its  forces  against 
Russia ;  a  proposal  which,  if  acceded  to,  would  pro- 
bably have  changed  the  fate  of  the  world.  This 
impression  never  forsook  him  through  life ;  it  was, 
even  more  than  the  destruction  of  British  commerce, 
the  secret  motive  of  the  expedition  to  Moscow ;  and, 
even  after  all  the  glories  of  his  subsequent  career, 
1 0'Meara,  he  lookcd  back  with  regret  to  these  early  visions, 
Us  Cm.  I.  and,  when  speaking  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  the 
JJf-  .  check  at  Acre,  repeatedly  said — "  That  man  made 
76.  me  miss  my  destmy.  ^ 

So  low,  however,  were  the  fortunes  of  the  future 
emperor  fallen  at  that  period,  that  he  was  frequently 
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indebted  to  his  friends  for  a  meal,  which  he  could    chap. 
not  afford  to  purchase  himself.     His  brother  Lucien      ^^' 
and  he  brought  the  black  bread  received  in  their    1796. 
rations   to   Madame    Bourrienne,   and  received   in 
exchange  loaves  of  white  flour,  which  she  had  clan-^^**^ 
destinely,  and  at  the  hazard  of  her  life,  received  tson  then, 
during  the  law  of  the  Maximmn  from  a  neighbour- 
ing confectioner.   At  this  period  she  lodged  in  a  new  ^ 
house  in  the  Rue  des  Marais.     Napoleon  was  very 
anxious  to  hire,  with  the  assistance  of  his  uncle, 
afterwards  Cardinal  Fesch,  the  one  opposite.    ^^  With 
that  house,"  said  he,  "  the  society  of  yourself,  a  few 
friends,  and  a  cabriolet,  I  should  be  the  happiest  of 
men."*    In  those  days  Napoleon  wore  the  grey  great-  7^^'^, 
coat,  which  has  since  become  more  celebrated  than 
the  white  plume  of  Henry  IV. ;  he  had  no  gloves, 
for,  as  he  said  himself,  they  were  a  useless  expense ; 
his  boots,  ill  made,  were  seldom  blackened ;  his  yel- 
low visage,  meagre  countenance,  and  severe  physio- 
gnomy, gave  as  little  indication  of  his  future  appear- 
ance as  his  fortimes  did  of  his  future  destiny.     Sali- 
cetti  had  been  the  author  of  his  arrest.     ^'  He  did 
me  all  the  mischief  in  his  power,"  said  Napoleon, 
"  but  my  star  would  not  permit  him  to  prevail  ;"*  ^^LS*^*' 
early  had  the  idea  of  a  brilliant  destiny  taken  pos- 
session of  his  mind.     He  afterwards  made  a  gene- 
rous return  to  his  enemy :  Salicetti  Was  ordered  to 
be  arrested  by  the  Convention  after  the  condemna- 
tion of  Rome,  the  chief  of  the  conspirators,  and  he 
was  concealed  in  the  house  of  the  mother  of  the 
future  Duchess  of  Abrantes.     Napoleon  learned  the 
secret  in  consequence  of  a  love  intrigue  between  his  a  Boar.  i. 
valet  and  their  maid ;  but  he  concealed  his  know-  ^'J^*  f®' 
ledge,  facilitated  their  escape,*  and  sent  a  letter  to  his  sm,  sise. 
VOL.  III.  B 
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CHAP,    enemy  on  the  road,  informing  him  of  the  return  he 
^^'     had  made  for  his  malevolence. 

1790;        ^^'  another  destiny  awaited  the  young  soldier. 

The  approaching  conflict  of  the  Convention  with  the 

Receives     Soctions  was  the  first  circumstance  which  raised  him 

mand'ftim  from  the  obscurity  into  which  he  had  recently  fallen. 

the  Direc-  jjjg  grreat  abilities  bein&r  known  to  several  persons  of 

toTT,  on  the  ®  •  -i 

18th  ven-  influence  in  government,  especially  Carnot,  he  was,  on 
demiure.  ^j^^  ^^^^  appearance  of  the  approaching  struggle,  taken 
into  the  confidence  of  administration,  and  had  been 
consulted  by  them  for  some  months  before  the  contest 
began.  When  the  attack  by  Menou  on  the  Section  Le 
Pelletier  failed.  Napoleon  was  sent  for.  He  found  the 
Convention  in  the  utmost  agitation;  and  measures 
of  accommodation  with  the  insurgents  were  already 
talked  of,  when  his  firmness  and  decision  saved  the 
government.  He  painted  in  such  vivid  colours  the 
extreme  peril  of  sharing  the  supreme  authority  be- 
tween the  military  commander  and  three  commis- 
sioners of  the  Convention,  that  the  committee  of 
public  safety  agreed  to  appoint  Barras  commander- 
in-chief,  and  Napoleon  second  in  command.  No 
sooner  was  this  done  than  he  dispatched  at  midnight 
a  chief  of  squadron,  named  Murat,  with  three  hun- 
dred horse,  to  seize  the  park  of  artillery  lying  at 
Sablons.  He  arrived  a  few  minutes  before  the 
troops  of  the  Sections,  who  came  to  obtain  them  for 
the  insurgents ;  and,  by  this  decisive  step,  put  at  the 
disposal  of  government  those  formidable  batteries, 
which,  next  day,  spread  death  through  the  ranks  of 
the  national  guard,  and,  at  one  blow,  extinguished 
the  revolt.  Barras  declared  in  his  report,  that  it 
1  ^^  I  was  to  Napoleon^s  skilful  disposition  of  the  posts 
90, 96.  round  the  Tuileries  that  the  success  of  the  day  was 
67, 74.       owing;  but  he  himself  never  ceased  to  lament,^  that 
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his  first  saccess  in  separate  command  should  have    chap. 
been  gained  in  civil  dissension ;  and  often  said,  in      ^^' 


after  times,  that  he  would  give  many  years  of  his    ^796. 
Hfe  to  tear  that  page  from  his  history ^^ 

Joachim  Murat,  who  was,  by  a  singular  coinci- 
dence, thus  associated  with  Napoleon  in  his  first  im-  R^rij  hu- 
portant  conmiand,  was  bom  on  25th  March  1771,  rat^ 
at  La  Bastede,  near  Cahors,  in  Languedoc,  where  his 
father  was  an  innkeeper.  His  bold  and  turbulent 
disposition  early  gave  him  a  distaste  for  letters  :  he 
wa,,  soon  taken  from  school,  where  he  was  making 
no  progress ;  and  the  future  King  of  Naples  began 
life  as  an  assistant  to  the  waiter  in  his  father^s  hotel. 
He  afterwards  enlisted  in  the  Chasseurs  of  Ardennes ; 
but  having  got  into  a  scrape,  he  deserted  his  regi- 
ment, and  repaired  to  Paris,  where  he  got  employment 
again  as  a  waiter,  at  a  humble  restaurateur^si  There, 
his  activity,  address,  and  elegant  figure,  having  at- 
tracted notice,  he  was  offered  a  situation,  in  1792,  in 
the  Constitutional  Guard  of  Louis  XVL  On  its 
being  disbanded,  he  was  appointed  sub-lieutenant  in 

•  Though  not  gifted  with  the  powers  of  popular  oratory.  Napoleon  His  readj 
was  not  deatitate  of  that  readj  talent  which  catches  the  idea  most  likely  popular  wit 
to  divert  the  populace,  and  frequently  disarms  them  even  in  the  moment 
of  their  greatest  irritation.    When  in  command  at  Paris,  after  the  sup- 
pression of  this  reyol^  he  was  frequently  brought  in  collision  with  the 
people  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  excitement ;  and  on  these  occasions  his 
presence  of  mind  was  as  conspicuous  as  his  humanity  was  admirable. 
Above  a  hundred  families,  during  the  dreadful  famine  which  followed 
the  suppression  of  the  revolt  of  the  Sections  in  the  winter  1795-6,  were 
saved  from  death  by  his  beneficence.    On  one  occasion,  he  was  trying 
to  appease  a  mob  in  a  state  of  extreme  irritation,  when  a  fat  woman^ 
bursting  from  the  throng,  exclaimed^  "  These  wearers  of  epaulets,  pro- 
vided  they  fill  their  own  skins,  care  not  though  the  poor  die  of  famine.'* 
— "  Hy  good  woman/'  said  Napoleon,  who  at  that  time  was  exceedingly  ••  ^o^ 
thin,  "  look  at  me,  and  say  which  of  us  has  fed  the  best."    This  at  once  jrxbr.  il. 
turned  the  Ungh  on  his  side,  and  he  continued  his  route  without  inter*  S8. 
mptioD.' 
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CHAP.   tiieElIeyentli  Regiment  Chasseurs-drcheval  of  the  line, 
,  and  soon  made  himself  remarkable,  by  the  daring  of 


XX. 


1796.  l^is  character,  and  the  ultra-revolutionary  sentiments 
which  he  uttered ;  qualities  which  in  those  days  of 
democratic  turmoil,  procured  for  him  a  rapid  ad* 
vancement.  He  was  already  lieutenantp-colonel,  in 
command  of  his  regiment  at  Abbeville,  when,  on 
the  assassination  of  Marat,  in  1793,  by  Charlotte 
Corday,  he  wrote  to  the  Jacobin  club,  that  he  in- 
tended, from  admiration  for  the  illustrious  deceased, 
to  change  his  name  to  Marat.  His  extreme  princi- 
ples were  so  well  known,  that  after  the  9th  Thermi- 
dor,  during  the  reaction  against  the  Reign  of  Ter- 
ror, he  was  deprived  of  his  command,  and  came  to 
Paris,  where,  like  Napoleon,  he  lived  an  idle  life, 
dreaming  away  the  time  in  great  poverty,  in  cofltee- 
houses,  till  the  revolt  of  the  Sections,  when  he 
volunteered  his  services  to  the  government,  and 
powerfully  contributed,  by  the  sudden  seizure  of  the 
artillery  at  Sablons,  to  the  decisive  success  which 
they  obtained. 
onUine  of  The  character  of  this  celebrated  man  will  find  a 
better  place  in  a  succeeding  volume,  after  his  many 
daring  and  heroic  deeds  have  been  recounted.*  But 
the  sketch  given  by  the  master-hand  of  Napoleon, 
will  serve  at  once  to  furnish  a  key  to  his  actions,  and 
prepare  the  reader  to  follow  his  achievements  with 
interest.  ^^  Murat,^^  said  he,  ^^  was  a  most  singular 
character.  He  loved,  I  may  rather  say,  adored  me ; 
with  me  he  was  my  right  arm ;  as  without  me  he 
was  nothing.  Order  Murat  to  attack  and  destroy 
four  or  five  thousand  men  in  such  a  direction,  it  was 
done  in  a  moment ;  leave  him  to  himself,  he  was  an 
imbecile  without  judgment*     In  battle  he  was  per- 

•  Vide  vol.  ix-,  p.  330. 


his  charac- 
ter. 
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baps  the  bravest  man  in  the  world :  his   boiling   chap. 
courage  carried  him  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy,      ^^' 
covered  with  plumes  and  glittering  with  gold ;  how    179^ 
he  escaped  was  a  miracle,  for,  from  being  so  distin- 
guished a  mark,  every  one  fired  at  him.     The  Cos- 
sacks  admired  him   on    account  of  his  excessive 
bravery.     Every  day  Murat  was  engaged  in  single 
combat  with  some  of  them,  and  returned  with  his 
sabre  dripping  with  the  blood  of  those  he  had  slain. 
He  was  a  Paladin  in  the  field ;  but  in  the  cabinet  1  o^Meam, 
destitute  of  either  decision  or  judgment."^  ***  ^' 

The  next  event  in  Napoleon's  career  was  not  less 
important  on  his  ultimate  fortunes.     On  occasion  of  hii  mor- 
the  general  disarming  of  the  inhabitants,  a-ft^r  thej|j**^j[^ 
overthrow  of  the  Sections  a  boy  of  ten  years  of 
age  came  to  request  from  Napoleon,  who  was  ap- 
pointed General  of  the  Interior  after  this  success, 
that  his  father's  sword,  which  had  been  delivered 
up,  should  be   restored  to  him.      His  name  was 
Eugene  Beauhabnais;  and  Napoleon  was  so  much 
struck  by  his  appearance,  and  the  earnestness  with 
which  he  enforced  his  request,  that  he  was  induced 
not  only  to  comply  with  the  request,  but  to  visit  his 
mother,  the  Countess  Josephine  Beauharnais.     Her 
husband.  Count  Alexander  Beauharnais,  had  been  one 
of  the  most  elegant  dancers  of  his  day,  and  from  that 
accomplishnient  was  frequently  honoured  with  the 
hand  of  Marie  Antoinette  at  the  court  balls  at  Ver- 
sulles.     Napoleon,  whose  inclination  already  began 
to  revert  to  the  manners  of  the  old  regime,  used  to  look  ^ 
around,  during  his  evening  visits  to  the  Countess  hisi.  173;  n\ 
widow,  if  the  windows  were  closed,  and  say,  "  Now  JjAbiau. 
let  us  talk  of  the  old  court ;  let  us  make  a  tour  to  Ver-?'*-    ^»p- 
flailles.^''     From  thence  arose  the  intimacy  which  led ili.  so. 
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CHAP,    to  his  marriage  with  that  lady,  and  ultimately  placed 
^^*     her  on  the  throne  of  France. 


1796,        Her  history  had  been  very  remarkable.     She  was 
•bom  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  it  had  early  been  pro- 
Her  his-     phesied,  by  an  old  negress,  that  she  should  lose  her 
nmarb^ie  ^™*  husband,  be  extremely  unfortunate,  but  that  she 
•dventure  ghould  aftcrwards  be  greater  than  a  queen.*     This 
of  Robes-   prophecy,  the  authenticity  of  which  is  placed  beyond 
pierre.       ^  doubt,  was  fulfilled  in  the  most  singular  manner. 
Her  first  husband.  Count  Alexander  Beauhamais,  a 
general  in  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  had  been  guillo- 
tined during  the  Reign  of  Terror,  solely  on  account 
of  his  belonging  to  the  nobility ;  and  she  herself,  who 
was  also  imprisoned  at  the  same  time,  was  only  saved 
^M6m.  de  from  impending  death  by  the  fall  of  Robespierre. 
parMftd.'  So   strougly  was   the   prophecy  impressed   on  her 
251^^252,    mind,  that,  while  lying  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Con- 
^*^'  *^ciergerie,  expecting  every  hour  to  be  summoned  to 
cvis.  L  i73,the  revolutionary  tribunal,  she  nientioned  it  to  her 
^t/^'      'fellow-prisoners,  and  to  amuse  them,  named  some  of 
sH^^N^'  them  as  ladies  of  the  bedchamber ;  a  jest  which  she 

I.  ik        afterwards  lived  to  realize  to  one  of  their  number.^ 

• 

*  The  author  heard  this  prophecy  in  180},  long  before  Napoleon's  ele- 
vation to  the  throne,  from  the  late  Countess  of  Bath,  and  the  late  Conn- 
teas  of  Ancram,  who  were  educated  in  the  same  convent  with  Josephine, 
and  had  repeatedly  heard  her  mention  the  circumstance  in  early  youth. 

t  Josephine  herself  narrated  this  extraordinary  passage  in  her  life  in 
the  following  terms : — 

«  One  morning  the  jailer  entered  the  chamber  where  I  slept  with  the 
Duchesse  d'Aiguillon  and  two  other  ladies,  and  told  me  he  was  going  to 
take  my  mattress  to  give  it  to  another  prisoner.  '  Why,'  said  Madame 
d'Aiguillon  eagerly,  '  will  not  Madame  de  Beauhamais  obtain  a  better 
one  V — '  No,  no,'  replied  he>  with  a  fiendish  smile,  '  she  will  have  no 
need  of  one ;  for  she  is  about  to  be  led  to  the  Conciergerie,  and  thenoe 
to  the  guillotine.' 

"  At  these  words  my  companions  in  misfortune  uttered  piercing 
shrieks.    I  consoled  them  as  well  as  I  could ;  and  at  length,  worn  out 
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Josephine  possessed  all  the  qualities  fitted  to  ex-   chap. 


XX. 


cite  admiration.  Graceful  in  her  manners,  affection- 
ate  in  her  disposition,  easy  in  temper,  elegant  in  1790. 
appearance,  she  was  qualified  hoth  to  awaken  the 
love,  and  form  the  happiness,  of  the  young  general,  Her  chano- 
whose  fate  was  now  united  with  her  own.  She  was 
never  possessed  of  regular  heauty,  and,  when  united 
to  Napoleon,  was  past  her  first  youth,  being  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age.  But  she  was  grace  personified ; 
her  taste  in  dress  was  exquisite,  and  no  one  made  so 
much  of  the  physical  advantages  she  enjoyed.  Her 
influence  in  subsequent  times,  when  placed  on  the 
throne,  was  never  exerted  but  for  the  purposes  of 

with  their  eternal  lamentations^  I  told  them  that  their  grief  was  nttedy 
unreasonable ;  that  not  only  I  should  not  die,  but  live  to  be  Qaeen  of 
France.  '  Why,  then,  do  70a  not  name  yonr  maids  of  honour  V  said 
Madame  d'Aiguillon,  irritated  at  such  expressions  at  such  a  moment 
<  Very  true,'  said  I ;  '  I  did  not  think  of  that ; — well,  my  dear,  I  make 
you  one  of  them.'  Upon  this  the  tears  of  these  ladies  fell  apace,  for 
they  neyer  doubted  I  was  mad.  But  the  truth  was,  I  was  not  gifted 
with  any  eztraordinazy  courage,  but  internally  persuaded  of  the  truth 
of  the  oracle. 

"  Madame  d'Aiguillon  soon  after  became  unwell,  and  I  drew  her  to- 
wards the  window,  which  I  opened,  to  admit  through  the  bars  a  little 
fresh  %ir ; — ^I  there  perceived  a  poor  woman  who  knew  us,  and  who  was  * 
making  a  number  of  signs,  which  I  at  first  could  not  understand.  She 
constantly  held  up  her  gown  (robe) ;  and  seeing  that  she  had  some  ob- 
ject in  view,  I  called  out '  robe,'  to  which  she  answered  '  yes/  She  then 
lifted  op  a  stone  and  put  it  in  her  lap^  which  she  lifted  up  a  second  time  - 
I  called  cat  *  pierre,'  upon  which  she  evinced  tiie  greatest  joy  at  pezv- 
ceiving  that  her  signs  were  understood.  Joining,  then,  the  stone  to  her 
robe,  she  eagerly  imitated  the  motion  of  cutting  off  the  head,  and  imme- 
diately began  to  dance,  and  evince  the  most  extravagant  joy.  This 
singular  pantomime  awakened  in  4)ttr  minds  a  vague  hope  that  possibly 
Robespierre  might  be  no  more^ 

"  At  this  moment^  when  we  were  floating  between  hope  and  fear,  we 
heaid  a  great  noise  in  the  corridor,  and  the  terrible  voice  of  our  jailer, 
who  said  to  his  dog,  giving  him*  at  the  same  time,  a  kick, '  Get  or^  you 
cursed  Bobespierre.'  That  coarse  phrase  at  once  taught  us  that  we  had 
nothing  to  fear,  and  that  France  was  saved." — Mem,  de  Joiephme^  i. 
S52,  f  53. 
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CHAP,   humanity ;  and  failings,  for  she  had  some,  redeenaed 
^^'     by  the  readiness  with  which  she  gave  ear  to  the  tale 
1706.    ^^  suffering.     Napoleon  himself  said,  after  he  had 
tasted  of  all  the  greatness  of  the  world,  that  the  chief 
happiness  he  had  known  in  life  had  flowed  from  her 
affection.*     These  good  and  amiable  qualities  were 
not  without  a  mixture  of  feminine  passions  and  weak- 
ness.    She  was  passionately  fond  of  dress :  a  failing 
which,  when  her  husband  rose  to  greatness,  led  her 
into  excessive  extravagance ;  and  her  carelessness  and 
ease  of  temper  during  her  widowhood,  had  led  her 
frequently  into  doubtful  society  during  the  profligacy 
which  followed  the  reign  of  terror.     After  her  mar- 
1  Bo         riage  with  Napoleon  had  fixed  her  destinies  in  an 
101 ;  viii.  exalted  station,  she  still  retained  the  levity  of  manner 
fiif 83.   ^  ^^^  spirit  of  coquetry  which  she  had  then  acquired, 
met.  da     and  sometimes,  though  without  any  real  foundation, 
191.      '    excited  furious  fits  of  jealousy  in  his  breast.^ 

In  the  first  instance,  however,  motives  of  ambition 

combined  with  a  softer  feeling  to  fix  Napoleon's 

MarriM     choice:  Madame  Beauhamais  had  formed  an  inti- 

****■•  ^"^J     macy  in  prison  with  Madame  Fontenoy,  the  eloquent 

the  com.    and  beautiful  mistress  of  Tallien,  who  afterwards  be- 

Searcy    camo  his  wifc :  and  the  former  was,  during  those  days 

of  Italy,     ^f  universal  dissolution  of  manners,  a  great  favourite 

of  Barras,  at  that  period  the  leading  character  of 

the  Directory ;  though,  with  his  usual  volatility,  he 

was  not  sorry  of  an  opportunity  of  establishing  her 

in  marriage  with  the  young  general,  after  the  first 

•  Hard.  iiL  novelty  of  the  intimacy  was  over.*     His  influence, 

after  the  fall  of  Robespierre,  promised  to  be  of  es- 

*  "  Josephine,"  aaid  Napoleon,  "  was  grace  penonifled.  Every  thing 
she  did  was  with  a  grace  and  delicacy  peculiar  to  herself.  I  never  saw 
her  act  inelegantly  the  whole  time  we  lived  together.  Her  toilet  was  a 
perfect  arsenal ;  and  she  eflbctually  defended  herself  against  the  assaults 
of  time.''-0*MBAKA,  ii.  101. 
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importance  to  the  rising  officer.    Napoleon   chap. 
married  her  on  the  9th  March  1796;  he  himself 


being  in  the  twenty-sixth,  and  she  in  the  twenty-    x796. 
eighth  year  of  her  age.     At  the  same  time,  he  laid 
before  the  Directory  apian  for  the  Italian  campaign, 
so  remarkable  for  its  originality  and  genins,  as  to 
attract  the  special  notice  of  the  illustrious  Camot, 
then  minister  at  war.     The  united  influence  of  these 
two  directors,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  obligation 
which  Napoleon  had  conferred  upon  them  by  his  de- 
cisive victory  over  the  Sections,  prevailed.     With 
Josephine  he  received  the  command  of  the  Italian 
armies;    and,  twelve   days  after,   set  out  for  the 
Alps,  taking  with  him  two  thousand  louis-d'or  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  the  whole  specie  which  the 
treasury  could  furnish.     The  instructions  of  the  Di- 
rectory were,  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  revolutionize 
Piedmont,  and  so  intimidate  the  other  Italian  powers ; 
to  violate  the  neutrality  of  Genoa ;  seize  the  forts  of 
Savona ;  compel  the  Senate  to  furnish  him  with  pe- 
cuniary supplies,  and  surrender  the  keys  of  Gavi,  a 
fortress,  perched  on  a  rocky  height,  commanding  the 
pass  of  the  Bocchetta.     In  case  of  refusal,  he  was  ^*^"'* 
directed  to  carry  it  by  assault.     His  powers  were  lJ'gu.  i. 
limited  to  military  operations,  and  the  Directory  re- 1. 103.  ^^' 
served  to  themselves  the  exclusive  power  of  conclud-^^*'*- 
ing  treaties  of  peace  or  truce;  a  limitation  which Hist.du 
was  speedily  disregarded  by  the  enterprising  genius  ^iT^ 
of  the  young  conqueror.^ 


Italy, 


illMlpaMe 


Clie  rAppenin  parte,  •!  U  mar  droonda,  rt  TAlpe^ 

is  divided  by  nature  into  three  great  divisions,  es- 
sentially different  from  each  other,  and  yet  distin- 
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CHAP,   guished  by  indelible  features  from  every  other  coun- 
^^'     try  in  Europe.     The  first  contains  the  noble  plain. 


1796.    watered  by  the  Po,  which  stretches  from  the  south- 
ern foot  of  the  Alps  to  the  northern  declivity  of  the 
Physical     Appcnines,  and  extends  from  Coni  on  the  west  to 
of  itaij ;    the  Adriatic  on  the  east.     This  noble  plain,  which  is 
^„^^y^*^ three  hundred  miles  in  length  by  an  hundred-and- 
twenty  in  breadth,  is,  beyond  all  question,  the  richest 
and«most  fertile  in  Europe.     On  the  west  it  is  shel- 
tered by  a  vast  semicircle  of  mountains,  which  there 
unite  the  Alps  and  Appenines,  and  are  surmounted 
by  glittering  piles  of  ice  and  snow,  forming  the  eter- 
nal barrier  between  France  and  Italy.     In  those  in- 
exhaustible reservoirs,  which  the  heat  of  summer 
converts  into  perennial  fountains  of  living  water,  the 
Po  takes  its  rise,  and  that  classic  stream,  rapidly  fed 
by   the  confluence  of  the   torrents  which  descend 
through  every  cleft  and  valley  in  the  vast  circum- 
ference,  is  already  a  great  river  when  it  sweeps  under 
the  ramparts  of  Turin.     This  vast  plain,  formerly 
submerged  over  its  whole  extent  by  water,  is  a  per- 
fect level ;  you  may  travel  two  hundred  miles  in  a 
straight  line  in  it  without  coming  to  a  natural  emi- 
nence ten  feet  high.     Towards  its  western  end,  the 
soil,  chiefly  composed  of  the  debris  brought  down 
from  the  adjacent  mountains,  is  for  the  most  part 
sandy  or  gravelly ;  but  it  becomes  richer  as  you  ad- 
vance with  the  course  of  the  Po  to  the  eastward,  and 
the  rich  plain  from  Lodi  to  Ferrara  is  composed  of 
the  finest  alluvial  soil,  generally  thirty-five  or  forty 
.  e..*....  f««t  in  thickness.     This  magnificent  expanse,  the 
▼ieax  Agri-  garden  of  Europe,  is  watered  by  numerous  rivers,  the 
itilie?i2.   Ticino,  the  Adda,  the  Adige,  the  Tagliamento,  and 
^ottng*"     the  Piave,  which,  descending  from  the  snowy  sum- 
67, 76. '   '  mits  of  the  Alps,^  fall  perpendicularly  into  the  line 
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of  the  Po,  while  the  Taro  and  other  lesser  streams,    chap. 
flowing  on  the  southern  side  of  the  same  river,  from      ^^ 


the  lower  ridges  of  the  Appenines,  afford  eqtially  to    1795. 
all  parts  of  the  plain  the  means  of  extensive  irriga- 
tion, the  only  requisite  in  that  favoured  region  for 
'the  richest  pastures  and  most  luxuriant  harvests. 

It  is  hard  to  say  whether  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil,  the  riches  of  nature,  or  the  structures  of  hu- 
man industry  in  this  incomparable  region,  are  most 
to  be  admired.  An  unrivalled  system  of  agriculture,  Phy«icai 
from  which  every  nation  in  Europe  might  take  a  les-thu  fii^ 
son,  has  been  long  established  over  its  whole  surface,  ^^^^ 
and  two,  sometimes  three,  successive  crops,  annually 
reward  the  labours  of  the  husbandman.  Indian  com 
is  produced  in  abundance,  and  by  its  return,  quad- 
ruple that  of  wheat,  affords  subsistence  for  a  nume- 
rous and  dense  population*  Rice  arrives  at  maturity 
to  a  great  extent  in  the  marshy  districts ;  and  an  in- 
comparable system  of  irrigation,  diffused  over  the 
whole,  conveys  the  waters  of  the  Alps  into  an  endless 
series  of  little  canals,  like  the  veins  and  arteries  in 
the  human  body,  to  every  field,  and  in  some  places 
to  every  ridge,  in  the  grass  lands.  It  is  in  these  rich 
meadows,  stretching  around  Lodi,  and  from  thence  to 
Verona,  that  the  celebrated  Parmesan  cheese,  known 
over  all  Europe  for  the  richness  of  its  flavour,  is  made. 
The  vine  and  the  olive  thrive  in  the  sunny  slopes 
which  ascend  from  this  plain  to  the  ridges  of  the 
Alps ;  and  a  woody  zone  of  unrivalled  beauty  lies 
between  the  desolation  of  the  mountain  and  the  fer- 
tility of  the  plain ;  but  the  climate  is  severe  in  winter, 
and  the  orange  and  citron  are  chilled  by  the  blasts 
which  descend  from  the  frozen  glaciers.  The  cities 
of  this  district,  both  in  ancient  and  modern  times, 
have  rivalled,  both  in  grandeur  and  opulence,  the 
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CHAP,    luxuriant  plain  by  which  they  are  surrounded.  Man* 
^^     tua  boasts  of  the  residence  of  Virgil,  Padua  of  the 


1796.    birthplace  of  Livy,  Arqua  of  the  tomb  of  Petrarch. 

Leonardo  da  Vinci,  Titian,  Canova,  have  adorned 

these  cities  by  their  works,  or  immortalized  them  by 

their  birth ;  and  the  stately  edifices  of  Turin,  Milan, 

Bologna,  Parma,  Verona,  and  Venice,  still  attract 

the  learned  and  ardent  from  every  part  of  Europe, 

1  Maite-     though  their  political  independence  has  been  extin- 

^oTkoi'  guished,  and  their  literary  celebrity  exists  rather  in 

Persooai     the  recolIcction  of  past  than  the  greatness  of  present 

tion.         genms.i 

The  second  region,  totally  different  in  character 
Character  from  the  formcr,  extends  over  all  the  ramifications 
condregion.and  decUvitios  of  the  Appenines,  that  vast  range, 
which,  branching  off  from  the  Alps  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Genoa,  nms  down  the  whole  centre  of  Italy  to 
the  south  of  the  plain  of  Lombardy,  from  the  frontiers 
of  Provence  to  the  extremity  of  Calabria.  This  great 
chain,  in  its  central  and  highest  parts,  rises  to  the 
height  of  more  than  7000  feet  above  the  sea ;  but  in 
general  the  elevation  is  less  considerable,  and  seldom 
reaches  in  the  centre  of  the  ridge  above  six  thousand 
feet.  It  is  not  one  simple  central  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, having  a  broad  belt,  of  level  country  on  either 
side  between  it  and  the  sea,  nor  is  it  a  chain  rising 
abruptly,  like  the  Andes  in  South  America,  from  the 
ocean  on  one  side,  so  as  to  leave  space  for  an  ample 
extent  of  plain,  in  which  the  rivers,  descending  from 
its'  summits,  may  become  great  and  navigable.  It 
is,  like  all  the  other  chains  which  branch  off  from  the 
great  stony  girdle  of  the  earth,  a  huge  backbone, 
thickly  set  with  spines  of  unequal  length,  some  run- 
ning parallel  to  each  other,  others  twisted  and  inter- 
laced in  the  strangest  imaginable  manner.     As  if  to 
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complete  the  disorder  in  those  spots  where  the  spines   chap. 
of  the  Appenines,  being  contorted,  run  parallel  to     ^^' 


the  sea  and  their  own  central  chain,  and  thus  leave    1795. 
a  level  plain  between  their  base  and  the  sea,  volcanic 
agency  has  broken  in,  and  filled  up  the  space  thus 
left  with  clusters  of  hills  or  lofty  mountains  of  its 
own  formation,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Alban  Mount 
near  Rome,  and  Vesuvius  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Naples.    Generally  speaking,  then,  Italy  to  the  south  1  AmoWs 
of  the  plain  of  Lombardy,  is  composed  of  an  infinite  ^!^"*  ^ 
variety  of  valleys  pent  in  between  high  and  steeples, 
hills,  each  forming  a  country  to  itself,  and  separated  ow^ 
by  rugged  natural  barriers  from  the  others.*  **°'*- 

If  the  climate  of  the  country  were  more  rigorous,  this 
rugged  and  woody  region,  spreading,  as  it  does,  over  Produc- 
three-fourths  of  its  whole  extent,  would  for  the  most****°».*»^°*- 

-  tore  in  the 

part  be  composed,  like  the  Doverfelt  of  Norway,  ormotmtain 
the  Grampians  of  Scotland,  of  cold  and  cheerless  "^^' 
hills,  tenanted  only  by  the  roe  and  the  heath-fowl. 
But,  under  the  blue  heavens  and  delightful  sun  of 
Italy,  the  case  is  very  different.  Vegetable  produc- 
tions, capable  of  yielding  ample  food  for  man,  and 
in  far  greater  variety  than  in  the  plain,  are  reared 
with  ease  in  every  part  of  the  varied  ascent,  from 
the  base  to  the  very  summit  of  the  mountains.  The 
olive,  the  vine,  the  fig-trqe,  the  pomegranate,  the 
sweet  chestnut,  the  peach  and  nectarine,  with  all  the 
fruits  of  northern  climates,  flourish  in  the  utmost 
luxuriance,  in  the  sunny  slopes  of  Tuscany,  and  the 
Roman  States ;  while  in  Naples  and  Calabria,  in  ad- 
dition to  these,  are  to  be  found  the  orange-tree,  the 
citron,  the  palm,  the  prickly  pear,  the  prickly  cac- 
tus, the  palm-tree,  and  the  fruits  and  flowers  of  tro- 
pical regions.  An  admirable  terrace-cultivation, 
where  art  and  industry  have  combined  to  overcome 
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CHAP,   the  obstacles  of  nature,  has  everj  where  converted 
the  slopes,  naturally  sterile  and  arid,  into  a  succes- 


1796.    B^^^  ^^  gardens,  loaded  with  the  choicest  fruits  and 
vegetable  productions.     To  this  incomparable  sys- 
tem of  horticulture,  which  appears  to  have  been  un- 
known to  the  ancient  Romans,  and  to  have  been  in- 
troduced into  Europe  by  the  warriors  who  returned 
from   the  crusades,  the   riches  and  smiling  aspect 
of  Tuscany,  and  the  mountain  region  of  Italy,  is 
1  sismondi^  chicfly  to  be   ascribed ;   for  nothing  can   be   more 
xS^f 84  destitute  by  nature,  than  the  waterless  declivities 
89.   Cha-  in  general,  almost  destitute  of  soil,  on  which  it  has 

teanvieux,    ,  j.  j  i 

soo,  294.    been  termed. 

The  earth  had  to  be  brought  in  from  a  distance, 
The  terrace  retaining  walls  erected,  the  steep  slopes  converted 
in^th7'*°°  into  a  series  of  gentle  inclinations,  the  mountain 
mountaiiu.  torrcnts  diverted  or  restrained,  and  the  means  of 
artificial  irrigation,  to  sustain  nature  during  the 
long  droughts  of  summer,  obtained.  By  the  in- 
cessant labour  of  centuries  this  prodigy  has  been 
completed,  and  the  very  stony  sterility  of  nature 
converted  into  the  means  of  heightening,  by  arti- 
ficial means,  the  natural  heat  of  summer.  The  ter- 
ries are  always  covered  with  fruit-trees  placed  in 
the  reflected  rays  of  the  sun.  Amidst  the  reverbera- 
tion of  so  many  walls  the  fruit  is  most  abundant,  and 
superior  of  its  kind.  No  room  is  lost  in  these  little 
but  precious  freeholds ;  the  vine  extends  its  tendrils 
along  the  terrace-walls ;  a  hedge,  formed  of  the  same 
vine-branches,  surrounds  each  terrace,  and  covers  it 
with  verdure.  In  the  corners  formed  by  the  meeting 
of  the  supporting-walls,  a  little  sheltered  nook  is 
formed,  where  fig-trees  are  planted,  which  ripen  deli- 
cious fruit  under  their  protection.  The  owner  takes 
advantage  of  every  vacant  space  to  raise  melons  and 
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Tegetables.    OliveB  shelter  it  from  the  rains :  so  that,    chap. 
in  the  size  of  a  very  small  garden,  he  obtains  olives, 


figs,  grapes,  pomegranates,  and  melons.    Such  is  the    ^796. 
return  which  Nature  yields  under  this  admirable  sys- 
tem of  management,  that  half  the  crop  of  seven  acres  i  choteaa- 
is  sufficient  in  general  for  the  maintenance  of  a  family  ^7-  ^' 
of  five  persons,  being  little  more  than  the  produce  of  Personal 
three-fourths  of  an  acre  to  each  soul ;  and  the  whole  1100!^ 
produce  supports  them  all  in  rustic  affluence.*  ACTic"de 

Great  part  of  the  mountain  region  of  Italy  hasTosc89, 
adopted  Uiis  incomparable  cultivation  ;  and  this  ex*  11/152*^  157.' 
plains  what,  to  a  northern  traveller,  at  first  sight 
seems  inexplicable, — ^the  vast  population,  which  isconfltant 
found  not  merely  in  the  valleys,  but  over  the  greater  81^'^^," 
part  of  the  ridges  of  the  Appenines,  and  the  endless  ^®°*  **»® 
succession  of  villages  and  hamlets  which  are  perched  ing  to  ruin. 
on  the  edge  or  summits  of  rocks,  often,  to  appearance, 
scarcely  accessible  to  human  approach.     Great  care, 
however,  and  the  constant  labour  of  the  husbandman, 
are  required  to  uphold  the  little  freeholds  thus  carved 
out  of  natural  sterility,  for,  if  his  attention  is  inter- 
mitted for  any  considerable  time,  the  violence  of  the 
rains  destroys  what  it  had  cost  so  much  labour  to 
produce.    Storms  and  torrents  wash  down  the  soil ; 
the  terraces  are  broken  through;   the  heavy  rains 
bring  down  a  shapeless  mass  of  ruins ;  every  thing 
returns  rapidly  to  its  former  state,  and  of  so  much 
laboured  construction  there  soon  remains  only  shape- 
less vestiges  covered  with  briars.     The  sweet  chest- 
nuts, which  grow  luxuriantly  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  Appenines,  contribute  to  uphold  this  dense  popu- 
lation, by  the  subsistence  which  they  afford  in  regions  *  chatean- 
where  the  terrace-cultivation  cannot  be  introduced  ;^*^'^^' 
while,  at  the  smnmit  of  all  above  this  zone  of  wood,^  AgHe.  de 
where  the  frequent  clouds  nourish  a  short  but  sweet  100/    ' 
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CHAP,  herbage,  moimtain-pastures  are  to  be  found,  similar  to 

^^-  the  dry  and  healthful  downs  of  the  South  of  England. 

|MgQ  Hence  arises  -the  romantic  character  of  Italian 

scenery,  the  constant  combination  of  a  mountain 

Pecniur  outline,  and  all  the  wild  features  of  an  alpine  coun- 

thiB  giYM  try,  with  the  rich  vegetation  of  a  southern  climate : 

to  itaUan  ^^  intermixture  of  the  wildest  and  most  awful  with 

Boeneiy* 

the  softest  and  most  delicate  features  of  nature^ — 
Hence,  too,  the  rudeness,  the  pastoral  simplicity, 
and  the  occasional  predatory  habits  to  be  found 
in  the  population:  for  these  rocky  and  crooked 
fastnesses  render  it  almost  impossible  for  any  po- 
lice, however  vigilant,  to  track  out  robbers  who 
are  sheltered  by  their  numerous  inhabitants.  The 
insalubrious  air  which  still  infects  the  plains,  and 
the  devastation  which  they  formerly  underwent  from 
mutual  warfare,  or  the  plunder  of  the  robber  moun- 
tain chivalry,  have  still  farther  contributed  to  fix 
industry  and  population  in  the  mountains :  for  the 
malaria  does  not  rise  above  a  certain  level,  gene- 
rally as  clearly  defined  as  the  surface  of  a  lake,  on 
the  hills,  and  the  feudal  horsemen  paused  at  the  en- 
trance of  these  mountain*asylums  of  industry.  The 
effects  of  these  causes  are  still  conspicuous.  To  this 
day,  you  may  travel  for  miles  together  in  the  plains 
and  valleys,  without  meeting  with  a  single  town  or 
village,  or  even  a  human  habitation ;  while  the  towns 
cluster  on  the  mountain  sides,  the  houses  nestling 
together  on  some  scanty  ledge,  with  cliffs  rising  above 
them,  and  sinking  down  abruptly  below  them,  "  the 
very  congesta  manu  prasruptU  oppidob  saxis  of  Vir- 
giPs  description,  which  he  even  then  called  an- 
tique walls.^^  They  had  been  the  strongholds  of 
the  primeval  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  which 
are  still  inhabited  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  centu- 
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lies ;  nothing  of  the  stir  and  movement  of  other   chap. 
parts  of  Europe  having  penetrated  these  lonely  val-     ^^' 
leys,  and  tempted  the  people  to  quit  their  mountain    1795, 
fastnesses  for  the  more  accessible  dwellings  in  the  1  Arnoid*i 
plain.^  LectuPM, 

-  The  third  region  comprises  the  plains  which  lie 
between  the  western  declivity  of  the  Appenines  and  TUid 
the  MediteiTanean.  This  district  comprehends  the  '^^°' 
Marshes  of  Volterra,  still  as  pestilential  as  when  they 
all  but  proved  fatal  to  Hannibars  army ;  the  plain 
of  the  Clitumnus,  rich  as  in  ancient  days  in  herds  and 
flocks ;  the  Campagna  of  Rome,  once  inhabited  by 
numerous  tribes,  now  an  almost  uninhabitable  desert ; 
the  Pontine  Marshes,  formerly  the  abode  of  thirty 
nations,  now  a  pestilential  swamp ;  the  Campagna 
of  Paestum,  at  one  time  inhabited  by  the  luxurious 
Sybarites,  now  known  only  by  its  stately  ruins  and 
deserted  thickets ;  the  Campagna  of  Naples,  still 
the  scene  of  industry,  elegance,  and  agricultural 
riches.  The  character  of  these  plains  is  so  different 
from  that  of  the  other  great  divisions  of  Italy,  that  it 
is  hardly  possible  to  believe  that  they  belong  to  the 
same  quarter  of  the  globe.  In  the  Campagna  of 
Naples,  indeed,  still  as  in  ancient  times,  an  admiiv 
able  cultivation  brings  to  perfection  the  choicest  gifts 
of  nature :  magnificent  crops  of  wheat  and  maize 
cover  the  rich  and  level  expanse :  rows  of  elms  or 
willows  shelter  their  harvests  from  the  too  scorching 
rays  of  the  sun,  and  luxuriant  vines,  clustering  to 
the  very  tops  of  the  trees,  are  trained  in  feptoong 
from  one  summit  to  the  other.  The  banks  of  the 
Clitumnus,  too,  in  Tuscany,  still,  in  some  places, 
maintain  their  ancient  character,  of  being  ^^  rich  in 
men  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil.^^^    But,  with  these 

*  Divis  vim  »tqae  iibere  glebae. 
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CHAP,  exceptions,  these  plains  are  covered  only  with  grass, 
^^'     and  exhibit  the  usual  features  of  the  pastoral  charac* 


1796.  ^^*  ^^^^  leaving  the  centres  of  elegance  and  refine- 
ment in  Florence  and  Rome,  the  traveller  is  astonish- 
ed to  find  himself  in  the  midst  of  uninclosed  and  deso- 
late plains,  over  which  numerous  herds  of  cattle  wan- 
der at  large,  under  the  care  of  shepherds,  mounted  on 
horseback,  and  armed  with  lances,  after  the  fashion 
of  the  Steppes  of  Tartary.  Every  thing  in  those 
immense  pasture-fields  is  at  variance  alike  with  the 
plain  of  Lombardy  and  the  peopled  mountains  of 
the  Appenines :  the  farms  are  of  great  size,  and 
entirely  composed  of  grass :  the  inhabitants  few  and 
unhealthy ;  hardly  any  villages  or  hamlets  are  to  be 
met  with ;  the  towns  far  distant,  and  declining ;  and 
were  it  not  for  the  vestiges  of  a  dense  population, 
which  still  exist  in  the  ruins,  scattered  at  intervals 
>  Fenomi  ovor  its  surfaco,  one  would  be  led  to  believe  they 
^^^      had  never  been  tenanted  by  any  other  inhabitants 

but  the  wild-boar  and  the  bufialo.^ 
unparai-  The  cities  of  Italy  have  been  celebrated  since  the 
li^rf*^  very  infancy  of  civilization,  from  the  marvellous 
iK«»><^  celebrity  in  arts  and  arms  which  their  inhabitants 
have  attained ;  but  they  are  not  so  considerable  in 
point  of  population,,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
from  their  long-established  fame.  Alone,  of  the 
whole  countries  in  the  world,  Italy  has  twice  risen  to 
the  highest  eminence  in  literature  and  the  arts :  on 
the  ruins  of  the  Capitol,  the  former  mistress  of  the 
world,  a  new  empire  has  arisen,  founded  not  on  arms, 
but  on  religious  reverence,  and  which  at  one  period 
embraced  a  wider  dominion  than  had  ever  been  con* 
quered  by  the  arms  of  the  Consuls.  Rome  in  con- 
sequence possesses  an  interest,  and  exhibits  a  mag^ 
nificence,  which  no  other  city  in  the  world  can  boast ; 
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for  it  contams  the  renuuns  of  genius,  and  the  menu*   chap. 
ments  of  art,  alike  in  ancient  and  modern  times;     ^^ 


and  is  peopled  with  the  shades  equally  of  Cicero  and  1795, 
Yirgil,  of  Tasso  and  Alfieri,  of  Raphskel  and  Michael 
Angelo.  The  Amphitheatre  of  Titus  still  remains  in 
ruined  grandeur,  beside  the  Obelisk  of  Thebes ;  but 
it  looks  down  on  St  John-Lateran,  from  whence  so 
many  laws  have  issued  to  the  Christian  world ;  the 
Horses  of  Prazilites  yet  adorn  the  eternal  city,  but 
they  front  the  Palace  of  the  Quirinal,  the  abode  of 
the  Supreme  Pontiff ;  the  ancient  pavement  of  the 
Sacred  Way,  furrowed  by  the  wheels  of  an  hundred 
triumphs,  again,  after  a  burial  of  fourteen  hundred 
years,  is  exposed  to  the  light  of  the  sun,  but  it  leads 
only  to  the  modem  Capitol,  where  *^  bare-footed 
friars  sing  vespers  in  the  remains  of  the  Temple  of 
Jupiter  ;^^  the  Columns  of  Trajan  and  Antoninus  still 
surmount  the  ancient  plain  of  the  Campus  Martins, 
but  they  look  down  on  the  crowded  and  brilliant 
scene  of  the  modem  Corso ;  the  Tomb  of  Adrian  has 
been  bespoiled,  only  to  adorn  the  ^^  fane  of  the  Va- 
ticaa ;  the  Dome  of  St  Peter^s,  the  noblest  monument 
which  the  hands  of  man  have  ever  raised  to  the  pur- 
poses of  religion.^' ^  Before  a  second  Rome  appears  1  oibboo. 
in  the  world,  a  second  Republic  must  have  been 
followed  by  a  second  Empire ;  a  second  Mythology 
by  a  second  Popedom ;  a  second  Forum  by  a  second 
St  Peter's :  and  the  genius  of  Modem  Europe,  drawn 
to  a  centre  by  one  conquering  State,  must  have  been 
succeeded  by  another  night  of  a  thousand  years, 
during  which  superstition  has  subjected  the  whole 
civilized  world  to  its  sway. 

During  the  days  of  its  greatness,  Rome  is  said  to 
have  contained  three  millions  of  inhabitants ;  but  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  it  in  reality  ever  was  in- 
habited by  so  great  a  number  of  souls  as  modem 
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CHAP.   London.^    It  is  ascertained,  by  an  authentic  enume- 

[_  I'ation,  that  at  the  capture  of  the  city,  by  Alaric,  it 

1796.  contained  1,200,000  inhabitants.  Its  present  popu- 
lation is  only  140,000 ;  and  in  the  time  of  Napoleon^s 
government,  it  had  sunk  to  120,000.  Venice,  Milan, 
Florence,  and  Genoa,  so  celebrated  in  history,  poetry, 
and  romance,  are  less  considerable  in  point  of  wealth 
and  population,  than  second-rate  manufacturing 
towns  of  Great  Britain;  and  the  only  really  great 
city  of  Italy,  Naples,  will  soon  apparently  be  out- 
stripped in  numbers  by  Glasgow,  a  provincial  town 
of  Scotland.!  The  industry  and  population  of  the 
great  towns  of  Italy  have  sensibly  declined  during 
the  last  three  centuries,  in  consequence  of  the  alte- 
ration in  ihe  channels  of  commerce,  the  result  of 
the  rise  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  discovery  of  the 
*  Gibbon'i  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Florence,  which  formerly  con- 
9iX'su  tained  150,000  souls,  now  can  hardly  boast  of  half 
Maite-  the  number:  Venice  and  Genoa  have  little  more 
283,490.*  than  a  third  of  their  former  inhabitants.^  But  the 
industry  of  the  country  is  undecayed, — commercial 
wealth,  deprived  of  its  former  channels  of  invest- 
ment, has  generally  turned  to  rural  occupation, — 

*  By  tlie  oensus  of  1841,  London  contained  1,864,000  souls,  the 
greatest  aggregate  of  human  beings  in  a  single  city,  of  irhich  the  history 
of  the  world  haspreseryed  ia  knthentic  record.  Glasgow,  next'tb  it  in 
point  of  number,  eontained  2€7#000. 

.  t  The  following  is  the  populations  of  the  principal  dtiesof  Italy,  acr 
cording  to  the  latest  statistical  accounts  (1836) : — 


>  Malte. 
Bran,  vii. 
283,  319, 
300,  403, 
480. 


8«Bla. 

» 

SmU. 

8««Ia. 

llilan,      . 

160,000 

Turin,     . 

117.000 

Permglo, 

80.000 

Yvnlce;    » . 

110,00a 

Genoa,    . 

100,000 

Naplca, 

864,000 

Verona,    . 

60,000 

Leghorn, 

76,000 

ftome, 

189,000 

Padua. 

47,600 

AlezandHa,  86.000 

Palermo, 

168,000 

Vioenia,  . 

80,000 

Conl, 

18,000 

Meulna, 

40,000 

Bergama, 

80,600 

Adi,  .    . 

22,000 

Catane, 

47,000 

Panna* 

80,000 

Bologna, 

71,000 

1,  14,000 

Kodena.  . 

S8,000 

Ferrara, 

24,000 

Reggio. 

17,000 

Florence, 

78,000 

Ravenna, 

24,000 

Toggle, 

SI. 000* 

PIm,    .    . 

20,000 

Aaoona. 

80,000 
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the  towns  have  declined,  but  the  provinces  have  in-   chap. 
creased  both  in  riches  and  inhabitants,  and  the  po-  _ 


pnlation  of  Italy  was  never,  either  in  the  days  of  the  1796. 
Emperors,  or  of  the  modem  Republics,  so  considera* 
ble  as  it  is  at  the  present  moment*  It  amounts  at 
this  time  (1842),  to  nineteen  millions  of  souls,  and 
exceeded  sixteen  millions  in  the  days  of  Napoleon ; 
a  population  which  gave  1237  to  the  square  marine 
league,  a  density  greater  than  either  that  of  France 
or  England  at  that  period.* 

*  The  following  table  exhibits  the  populadon  of  the  Italian  States  in 
1810  under  Napoleon,  and  in  1832,  with  the  square  leagues  of  territory, 
sad  density  of  the  population  to  the  square  lei^e : — 


S^wrs  Mario*         P«p«lMtfoa  Popal^oa      PopaL  p«r  8mai 


laUIOL  bim  Lm«m1b 

I.  NaplM  contained,     .    4.100  4.968,000  5.810.000  1.414 

akUjr  and  LcMar  Iikt,  1.860  1.6S»,000  1,689,000    .        1.286 

Total  of  NaptM,     1.460  9,696,000  •  7,499,000  1.879 
II.  ¥inykwn  of  HartHnta — 

Piedmont  and  SaT07,     9,059  8,470,000  8.484.000  1.675 

Sardinia,      ....    1.6Q0  590.000  490.087  80S 

8,650            8.990.000  8.994,007  1.474 
UL  Kinfdom  of  Lomtardj  and  Vaaico  — 

ProTinoe  of  Milan,     .     1,049             2.083,000  9,416,000  2.494 
OfVenIca,        1.197             1.989.000  9.041.000  8,017 

'^  tJS^^'  }  ^'"^  4,064,000  4,457,000  9,910 

lY.  EcclfiiMHml  States,      2.980  9346.000  9350.000  1.966 

T.  Toacaay  and  Elba.     .     1.096  1,180,000  1.969,000  1,167 

▼L  POTia,Fla«ntta,and  J     ,3,  ^^^^^^^  ^^3  ^^^^  ^^^33 

OnaafaUa,      •    •     j 

Til.  Modraa, 279  882,000  885,000  1.415 

Tni.  Lneea, Carrara. and Maaia.  54  188,000  144,500  9,675 

IX.  RapnbttcofStMarino,  .       5  7.000  9,000  1,700 

SVMXABT. 

1810.  1889. 

Naplaa  in  Italy 4,968,000  5310.000 

Piedmont,  without  8ti,r9j  and  Sardinia.    .  8,020.000  8.016.000 

Lombard;  and  Venice, 4,064,000  4,457,000 

Beekaiaatieal  Stattf, 9,8li6.000  9309,000 

Tdaeany  and  Elba, 1,180,000  1,282.000 

Panna,Modena,and  Gqastalla.       •    .    .  877.000                  448,000             ^  Malte- 

Mbdena, 882.000                  885,000             Bnin,  vU. 

Lneea,  Carrara,  and  Xaua,    ....*.  188,000                   144,500             337^  437^ 

StUarino, 7,000                     9,000            and'stat.' 

Italj  Proper.     16.407.000  18390,500^  jgjQ     ' 
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CHAP.       The  causes  of  the  extraordinary  population  which 
^^     has  thus  survived  the  political  decline  of  modem 


1796.  Italy,  and  the  decay  of  the  principal  seats  of  its  mar- 
^j^^  ^  nufacturing  industry,  is  to  he  found  in  the  direction 
thii  vast  of  its  Capital  to  agricultural  investment,  and  the  in- 
In  Ua^!"*  creasing  industry  with  which,  during  a  long  course  of 
centuries,  its  inhabitants  have  overcome  the  sterility 
of  nature.  The  admirable  cultivation  which  has  crept 
up  the  mountain  sides,  furnishes  food  for  a  nume- 
rous population  at  the  height  of  several  thousand  feet 
above  the  sea,  and  explains  the  singular  fact,  at  first 
sight  so  inexplicable  to  a  northern  observer,  that  in 
scenes  where,  at  a  distance,  nothing  but  continued 
foliage  meets  the  eye,  the  traveller  finds,  on  a  nearer 
approach,  villages  and  hamlets,  and  all  the  signs  of  a 
numerous  peasantry.  The  terrace  gardening  of  the 
hills  in  Tuscany,  the  irrigations  in  the  valley  of  the 
Amo,  are  extraordinary  monuments  of  human  indus- 
try. Means  have  been  taken  to  avert  or  regulate 
the  devastating  torrents  which  descend,  charged  with 
autumnal  rains,  from  the  mountains,  and  to  diffuse 
them  in  an  infinity  of  little  canals  over  the  whole 
face,  whether  broken  or  level,  of  the  country.  The 
chestnut  forests,  which  grow  spontaneously  in  the 
higher  regions,  furnish  subsistence  for  a  large  part  of 
the  peasantry ;  while,  on  the  summit  of  all,  the  cool 
pastures  of  the  Appenines,  from  whence  the  shepherd 
can  see  from  sea  to  sea,  feed  vast  herds  of  cattle ;  and 
flocks  of  sheep  and  goats  find  a  delicious  pasture, 
which,  during  the  summer  months,  are  driven  there 
from  the  great  pasture-farms  of  the  M aremme,  then 
brown  parched  and  intersected  by  cracks  from  the 
long-continued  drought.  Thus  every  part  of  the 
country  is  made  to  contribute  its  quota  to  the  use  of 
man ;  and  Italy  exhibits  the  extraordinary  spectacle. 
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interestiiig  alike  to  the  philanthropist  and  the  econo-    chap. 
mical  observer,  of  a  country  in  which  population  and  _ 


civilization  have  withstood  the  successive  decline  of    1790. 
two  periods  of  political  greatness,  and  the  human 
race  have  found  the  means  of  happiness  and  increase 
amidst  the  destruction  of  all  the  sources  of  commer- 
cial prosperity,  in  the  steady  application  of  wealth 
and  industry  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.     It  is  a 
spectacle  on  which  the  eye  of  an  inhabitant  of  these'^  chAtMa- 
islands  m&y  well  rest  with  complacency;  for  it  affords,  ss^i?^' 
perhaps,  the  only  solid  ground  for  hope  and  confi-  P'^'jj 
dence  in  contemplating  the  future  fate  of  the  people  im,  157. ' 
of  this  empire,  now  resting,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the  A^e°di*' 
splendid,  but  insecure  and  shifting,  foundation  of^^'^. 
conunercial  greatness. 

Land  in  the  Appenines  is  very  much  subdivided ; 
there  are  eightynseven  thousand  owners  of  little  free-  or«At  divi- 
holds  in  Tuscany  alone,  producing  below  L.5  sterling  i^^^e^il^^ 
a-year,  and  thirty-one  thousand  between  that  and^^^^ 
L.25.*     It  is  in  the  tmremitting  industry  and  con-minbie 
stant  toil,  generated  by  the  attachments  which  this  ^^^^^' 
general  diffusion  of  property  produces,  that  one  great 
cause  of  the  extraordinary  population  and  general 
wellbeing  of  the  people  in  the  mountain  regions 
is  to  be  found.    It  has  not  been  the  result,  as  in 
Republican  France,  of  the  violent  spoliation  of  the 
clerical  and  the  higher  orders,  nor  of  the  boundless 
expansion  of  civilized  man  through  the  unappro- 
priated recesses  of  the  forest,  as  in  North  America, 
but  the  simple  effect  of  industry  steadily  pursued, 
and  frugality  unceasingly  practised,  in  a  country 
not  revolutionized  and  wholly  appropriated  during 
a  long  series  of  centuries.    And  what  has  been  the 
consequence  ?    Why,  that  Tuscany  now  exhibits  the 

*  Cadastre  of  1828,  given  in  Rsumei^s  Italy;  ii.  28. 
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CHAP,   marvellous  and,  to  an  economical  observer,  highly 
interesting  combination  of  ancient  civilization  with 


179.6.    <90cial  felicity,  of  density  of  population  with  general 
wellbeing,  of  declining  commercial  prosperity  with 
increasing  agricultural  opulence.     The  high  wages  of 
manufacturing  industry  have  not  there  been  wasted 
in  intoxication  or  devoted  to  extravagance :  they 
were  realized  during  the  days  of  their  prosperity  in 
numerous  little  freeholds,  which  at  once  elevated  the 
character  and  improved  the  habits  of  their  possessors, 
and  have  communicated  the  same  habits  to  their  de- 
scendants; and,  in  consequence,  Tuscany  has  sur- 
1  chateMi-  niounted  equally  the  ruin  of  its  conmiercial  establish- 
vieux,  80,  ments  and  the  fall  of  its  political  independence ;  and 
Young's     population,  duly  regulated  by  the  elevated  standard 
159^167.    of  comfort  among  the  poor,  exhibits  the  features  of 
Sc.  de    P^^^«^  weUbeing  in  the  latest  stages  of  national  ex- 
la  Tom.     istcuce  :— -Another  proof  among  the  many  which  his- 
Raumer's   tory  afFords  of  the  eternal  truth,  that  the  real  issues  of 
IUI7,  ii.     national,  equally  Aa  individual,  felicity  are  to  be  found 
CMiastre,    in  the  habits  of  the  people ;  and  that  no  misfortunes, 
pfr^n.1    tow  great  soever,  are  irremediable,  but  such  as  un- 
obflerva-     dcrmiue  their  virtue.* 

In  a  political  point  of  view,  however,  the  import- 
Poiiticai  ^^oe  of  Italy  is  at  an  end ;  and  the  garden  of  Europe 
weaknaM  geoms  dostiued  to  no  other  fate,  during  the  remain- 
der of  European  story,  but  that  of  being  the  prize 
of  the  most  valiant  and  powerful  of  the  transalpine 
nations.  Still  its  inhabitants  are  doomed  to  gutter 
the  mournful  lamentation : 

**  Vlnoitrioe,  o  Tinta,  Minpre  aHerva;** 

The  cause  of  this  is  twofold.  Italy,  though  over- 
run successively  by  the  Goths  and  the  Lombards, 
never  was  the  resting  place  of  so  considerable  a 
portion  of  the  northern  nations  as  to  acquire  the 
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magnitude  and  consistence  of  modem  empires.     It   chap. 
was  broken  into  small  separate  states,  and  when     ^^' 


civilization  revived,  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  1790, 
centuries,  it  was  on  the  model,  and  according  to  the 
ideas  of  antiquity,  that  industry  and  population  were 
distributed.  The  Forum,  equally  as  in  Athens,  Co^ 
rinth,  or  Rome,  was  the  centre  alike  of  power  and 
of  deliberation  in  the  modem  Italian  republics :  the 
subject  territory  was  associated  in  none  of  the  duties 
of  government :  Monarchy  had  not  given  its  states 
the  unity  and  vigour  of  undivided  administration. 
No  representative  system  united  its  inhabitants  with 
the  dominant  city :  the  rule  of  a  few  thousand  citizens 
was  felt  to  be  insupportable  for  the  rural  inhabitants, 
because  self4nterest  regulated  all  their  proceedings, 
and  central  power  had  given  them  none  of  its  pro* 
tection.  Hence  the  territory  of  the  Italian  republics 
was  limited  to  the  district  which  a  single  city  could 
govern :  and  a  country  thus  sub-divided  was  wholly 
unable  to  withstand  the  shock  of  the  great  transal- 
pine nionarchies,  to  whom  the  feudal  institutions  had 
given  unity  and  vigour,  and  who  had  inherited  from 
their  Gothic  ancestors  the  spirit  of  conquest. 

The  second  cause,  which  has  paralyzed  Italy  in  A 
political  point  of  view,  in  recent  times,  has  been  the  hon  of 
loss,  speaking  in  a  national  point  of  view,  of  the^f^^*^^ 
military  spirit  by  its  inhabitants.     That  its  charming  *he  people. 
climate  is  capable  of  bringing  to  maturity  a  race  of 
heroes  and  patriots  as  well  as  poets  and  artists,  need 
be  told  to  none  who  are  acquainted  with  the  glo- 
ri<ms  story  of  Rome  in  ancient,  and  the  not  less 
heart«stirring  annals  of  the  Italian  republics  in  tno- 
denr  times.     But  the  history  of  Italy  for  the  last 
three  hundred  years,  and  since  the  independence  of 
the  lesser  states  has  been  merged  in  the  ascendant 
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OHAP.   of  the  transalpine  monarchies,  has  completely  de- 
monstrated that  the  warlike  virtues  are  no  longer  in 


1706.  estimation,  and  that  the  arts  and  enjoyments  of  peace 
have  entirely  disqualified  them  for  the  general  sacri- 
fices, the  heroic  self-denial,  which  are  necessary,  either 
to  attain  external  independence,  or  support  mili- 
tary courage.  When  led  by  French  officers,  and 
placed  beside  French  regiments,  indeed,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Lombardy,  during  the  wars  of  Napoleon, 
attained  a  high  and  deserved  reputation ;  but  so  did 
the  Portuguese  and  Hindoos  under  British  direction, 
in  the  campaigns  of  the  Peninsula  and  India.  The 
peasantry  of  every  country,  even  the  most  effemi- 
nate, will  fight  well,  if  gallantly  led:  it  is  in  the 
impossibility  of  finding  such  gallant  leaders  among 
their  own  higher  classes,  that  the  never-failing  mark 
of  national  decline  is  to  be  found.  Often  indivi- 
dually courageous,  the  Italians,  in  a  national  point 
of  view,  have  been,  for  centuries,  totally  destitute  of 
the  military  virtues ;  they  have  never,  since  the  de- 
feat of  the  invasion  of  Charles  VIII.,  in  the  close  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  been  able  to  bear  the  sight  of 
the  French  or  German  bayonets.  Experience  has 
not  yet  enabled  us  to  determine,  whether  this  de- 
cline from  the  heroic  courage  of  ancient  times  is  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  enervating  effects  of  a  delicious 
climate,  or  the  general  selfishness  produced  by  a 
long  period  of  pacific  enjoyment ;  but  the  future  his- 
tory of  England  will  solve  the  problem,  for  its  win- 
ters are  not  likely  to  be  ever  less  rigorous  than  they 
were  in  the  days  of  Nelson  and  Wellington ;  aaid  if 
its  inhabitants  lose  their  courage,  it  can  be  ascribed 
to  no  other  cause  but  the  corrupting  influence  of 
commercial  greatness. 

The  character  of  the  Italians  at  this  time  is  so  dif- 
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ferent  from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  ancient    chap. 

Romans,  that' it  is  hardly  possible  to  believe  that [__ 

they  belong  to  the  same  country.  ^Unlike  their  stur-  i706« 
dy  and  heroic  progenitors,  they  are  almost  entirely  p^^n^ 
absorbed  in  the  arts  and  elegancies  of  life.  And  cbancter  of 
while  their  political  consideration  and  military  repn- 
tation  have  become  extinct,  they  are  now  distinguish- 
ed  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  by  their  extraordinary 
genius  in  the  fine  arts ;  and  the  universal  spread  of 
a  refined  taste  for  the  works  of  art,  and  an  enthusiaen 
tic  perception  of  their  charms,  to  an  extent  among 
the  middle  and  labouring  classes  wholly  unknown 
among  the  transalpine  states.  Reversing  the  max- 
ims by  which  the  ancient  republic  rose  to  greatness, 
they  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  formation  of  the 
tinted  canvass,  the  breathing  brass,  and  left  to  others 
the  care  of  conquering  the  world.^  In  this  respect, 
they  bear  a  much  closer  resemblance  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Greece  than  those  of  Rome  in  former  times. 
Passionately  attached  to  the  elegancies  of  life,  lively 
and  ingenious  in  conversation,  endowed  with  an  ar^ 
dent  imagination  and  a  refined  taste,  they  have  risen, 
like  the  ancient  Athenians,  to  the  very  highest  emi- 
nence in  the  fine  arts,  and,  like  the  Greeks  of  old, 
continue  in  these  respects  to  give  law  to  their  con- 
querors long  after  they  have  sunk  before  the'  ascend- 
ant of  energy  and  courage  among  ruder  nations. 

At  the  period  of  the  French  invasion  of  Italy  in  cbiAmities 
1796,  the  total  forces  of  the  Italian  States  amounts  ]J^^^"^ 
ed  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  men  under  *»^~*oa 

^  brought 

on  Italy. 
*  Excadent  alii  spiraniia  mollius  lera. 

Credo  eqiiideiii ;  vivos  dacent  de  marmore  vnlius  ; 

Oralmnt  cattaas  melins;  ooeliqae  meatus 

Deacribent  radio,  et  surgentia  aidera  dicent : 

Ta  regere  imperio  popnlos,  Somane,  memento : 

Hae  tibi  enmt  artes ;  pacisque  imponere  morem, 

Farcere  sabjectis,  et  debellare  superboe. — JEjt,  vi.  850. 
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CHAP,   arms,  which  could  with  ease  have  been  raised,  from  a 
_  population  of  sixteen  millions,  to  three  hundred  thou- 


1796.  sand.  But,  with  the  exception  of  the  Piedmontese 
troops,  this  military  array  was  of  no  real  use ;  ex- 
cept when  led  on  by  French  officers,  the  soldiers 
of  the  other  Italian  states  were  almost  valueless  in  a 
military  point,  at  least  amidst  the  shock  of  the  trans^ 
alpine  nations.  Bitterly  did  Italy  suffer  for  this  decay 
in  her  national  spirit,  and  extinction  of  her  military 
courage.  With  the  French  invasion  comnienced  a 
long  period  of  suffering :  tyranny,  under  the  name  of 
liberty;  rapine,  under  that  of  generosity;  excite- 
ment among  the  poor,  spoliation  of  the  rich ;  clamour 
in  public  against  the  nobility,  and  adulation  of  them 
in  private ;  use  made  of  the  lovers  of  freedom  by 
those  who  despised  them ;  and  revolt  against  tyranny, 
by  those  who  aimed  only  at  being  tyrants ;  general 
praise  of  liberty  in  words,  and  universal  extinction 
of  it  in  action ;  the  stripping  of  churches ;  the  rob- 
bery of  hospitals ;  the  levelling  of  the  palaces  of  the 
great,  the  destruction  of  the  cottages  of  the  poor ; 
— all  that  military  license  has  of  most  terrible,  all 
that  despotic  authority  has  of  most  oppressive.  Then 
did  her  people  feel,  that  neither  riches  of  soil  nor 
glories  of  recollection — neither  a  southern  sun,  nor 
1  Bot.  i.     the  perfection  of  art,  can  save  a  nation  from  destruc- 

^t  ^.    *^^^»  ^^  ^*  ^^  ^^®*  *^®  vigour  to  uphold,  or  the  cou- 
Nap.  iii.     ra,ore  to  defend  them.* 

20  130. 

'  Although  the  plains  of  Piedmont  and  Lombardy,* 

Description  where  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on,  present  few 
rfSra^"°P^s^*^^^s,  which,  from  the  inequality  of  the  ground, 
bapdy  in  a  are  Capable  of  defence,  yet  it  was  in  some  places  one 
point  of  of  the  most  defencible  countries  in  Europe.  Its 
^*®^-  great  rivers  and  numerous  fortified  towns  were  the 
cause  of  this  peculiarity.  At  its  western  end,  the 
principal  passes  leading  over  the  Alps  into  France 
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were  closed  by  mountaiii  forts,  the  strength  of  which   chap. 
had  been  amply  proved  by  the  French  during  the 


war  of  the  Succession ;  and  if  these  were  surmounted,    1796. 
and  the  plain  of  Piedmont  were  reached,  a  strong 
chain  of  fortresses  was  prepared  to  arrest  the  steps 
of  the  inyader.     Coni,  Turin,  Alexandria,  Tortona, 
Voghera,  Genoa,  Gayi,  and  Ivrea,  formed  so  many 
bulwarks,  the  possession  of  which  was  essential  to  a 
firm  footing  on  the  Italian  plains,  and  which  it  was 
yet  difficult  to  besiege,  from  the  obstacles  to  regular 
operations,  arising  from  the  English  having  the  un-? 
disputed  command  at  sea,  and  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  transporting  heavy  battering-trains  over  the  rug- 
ged and  inhospitable  summits  of  the  Alps.     But,  if 
these  fortresses  were  ever  reduced,  or  won  by  treaty, 
they  would  form  the  best  possible  base  for  offensive  ^  Nap.  Hi. 
operations,  which  would  render  it  probably  impos-and'per-' 
sible  to  stop  the  invader's  progress  till  he  reached  ^Jj^  ***'" 
the  banks  of  the  Adige.^ 

There,  however,  most  serious  obstacles  awaited  an  And  of 
invading  army.  The  great  defence  against  the  pas-^™**^^' 
sages  of  a  hostile  force  over  the  plain  of  Lombardy 
is  to  be  found  in  the  number,  depth,  and  rapidity  of 
the  Alpine  rivers,  which,  descending  from  the  gla- 
ciers of  Switzerland,  fall  generally  at  right  angles 
into  the  Po, .  near  the  centre  of  the  level  expanse. 
Not  only  are  these  rivers  at  all  times  deep  and  rapid, 
but  they  have  this  pecuUarity,  arising  from  the  melt- 
ing of  the  snows  during  the  warm  seajson,  in  the  higher 
Alps,  that  they  flow  with  the  most  impetuous  tor- 
rents in  the  height  of  summer,  the  season  in  other 
respects  most  favourable  for  military  operations.  The 
art  of  man  has  improved  upon  these  great  natural 
barriers,  and  strong  fortified  towns  protect  the  prin- 
cipal and  often  the  only  bridges  over  their  otherwise 
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CHAP,  impassable  floods.     The  Adige,  in  particular,  pre- 
sented an  uncommonly  strong  line  of  defence  in  these 


1796.  I'Gspects ;  its  deep  and  ample  stream,  from  the  foot 
of  the  Alpine  cliffs  behind  Verona,  to  its  junction 
with  the  Po,  was  strongly  fortified  at  every  point 
where  a  passage  could  be  attempted ;  and  the  line  of 
fortresses  which  guarded  its  bridges,  Verona,  Leg- 
nago,  and  Peschiera,  could  only  be  reduced  by  opera- 
tions in  form,  and  by  the  aid  of  heavy  artillery. 
Mantua,  protected  by  its  strong  bastions  and  sur- 
rounding lakes,  would  itself  require  an  army  for 
its  reduction  :  the  rugged  banks  and  swoln  streams 
of  the  Mincio,  the  Piave,  the  Tagliamento,  the 
Brenta,  formed  so  many  defensible  positions  to  which 
the  defending  army  could  retire;  while  the  broad 
channel  of  the  Po  secured  one  flank  from  being  turn- 
ed, and  the  vast  natural  fortress  of  the  Tyrol,  on  the 
other,  presented  a  sure  refuge  in  case  of  disaster.  It 
already  might  have  been  anticipated,  what  experi- 
ence in  the  sequel  amply  demonstrated,  that  it  was 
J  .N^PI^^***' amidst  the  intricacies  of  these  rivers,  fortresses,  and 
146.  '  mountains,  that  the  great  contest  for  the  empire  of 
Pe«ond    Italy  would  take  phice. 


tion.  When  Napoleon  assumed  the  command  of  the  Re- 

Se  Fkwch  P'l^li^^  army  in  the  end  of  March,  he  found  every- 
army  when  thing  iu   the  most  miserable  state.      The  efficient 
to^rlh^"    force  under  arms,  and  ready  for  offensive  operations, 
M^h^*  amounted  only  to  forty-two  thousand  men ;  but  it  was 
1 796.     '  continually  reinforced  by  troops  from  the  depots  in  the 
interior,  after  his  successes  commenced ;  so  that,  not- 
withstanding the  losses  of  the  campaign,  it  was  main- 
tained throughout  nearly  at  that  amount.     The  guns 
did  not  exceed  sixty  pieces,  and  the  cavalry  was  almost 
dismounted ;  but  the  garrisons  in  the  rear,  amounting 
to  eight  thousand  men,  could  furnish  supplies  when 
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the  war  was  removed  from  the  frontier,  and  the   chap. 
arsenals  of  Nice  and  Antihes  were  well  provided  with 


artillerj.    For  a  very  long  period  the  soldiers  of  all    2795^ 
ranks  had  suffered  the  extremity  of  want.    Perched 
on  the  inhospitable  summits  of  the  Appenines  during 
the  whole  of  the  dreadful  winter  of  1795-6,  ihey 
had  enjoyed  neither  tents  nor  shelter;  magazines 
they  had  none;  their  shoes  were  worn  out,  their 
clothing  in  rags ;  the  troops  had  for  a  long  time  been 
placed  on  half  a  ration  a  day,  and  even  this  scanty 
supply  was  for  the  most  part  procured  by  marauding 
expeditions  of  the  soldiers  into  the  neighbouring  val* 
leys.     The  officers,  from  the  effect  of  the  depreciation 
of  paper,  had  for  years  in  reality  received  only  eight 
francs  a  month  of  pay ;  and  the  staff  was  entirely  on 
foot.    On  one  occasion,  the  Directory  had  awarded  a 
gratification  of  three  louis-d^or  to  each  general  of 
division ;  and  the  future  marshals  and  princes  of  the 
empire  subsisted  for  long  on  the  humble  present. 
But,  considered  with  reference  to  their  skill  and  war-' 
like  qualities,  the  army  presented  a  very  different  - 
aspect,  and  was,  beyond  all  question,  the  most  effi- 
cient one  which  the  Republic  possessed.    Composed, 
for  the  most  part,  of  young  soldiers,  whom  the  great 
levies  of  1793  had  brought  into  the  field,  they  had 
been  inured  to  hardship  and  privations  during  the . 
Bubseqaent  campaigns  in  the  Pyrenees  and  Maritime 
Alps;  a  species  of  warfare  which,  by  leading  de- 
tached parties  continually  into  difficult  and  perilous 
situations,  is  singularly  (^culated  to  strengthen  the 
frame,  and  augment  the  intelligence  of  the  soldier.  ^^*^{J|^' 
"  Poverty,"  says  Napoleon,  "  privations,  misery,  are  isi!  jm. 
the  school  of  good  soldiers."^    Its  spirit  had  been^^^^i-^^' 
greatly  elevated  by  the  successful  result  of  the  battle  ^-  ^^ 
of  Loano  ;  and  its  chiefs,  Massena,  Augereau,  Serru-ssi*. 
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CHAP,   rier,  and  Berthier,  had  already  become  distinguished, 
^^'     and,  like  stars  in  the  firmament  on  the  approach  of 


1796.    twilight,  began  to  give  token  of  their  .future  light. 

Berthier  was  chief  of  the  staff,  a  situation  which 
he  continued  to  hold  in  all  the  campaigns  of  Napo- 
leon, down  to  the  battle  of  Waterloo.    He  was  son 
of  the  Governor  of  the  Hotel  de  la  Guerre,  at  Ver- 
sailles, who  had  formerly  been  chief  engineer  of  the 
armies  under  Louis  XV.,  and  colonel  of  the  corps  of 
Character   geographical  engineers ;  so  that  he  enjoyed  the  ad- 
^^^rs      vantages  of  respectable  birth,  and  a  military  educa- 
Berthier.    tiou.    Ho  was  bom  at  Versailles,  on  the  28th  No- 
His  early    Yomber  1753,  and  was  at  this  period  forty-three 
*>^tory.     ygaj.g  Qf  j^g^^     gg  jjad  entered  the  army  at  the  age 

of  seventeen,  and,  in  1778,  had  served  with  such  dis- 
tinction under  Rochambeau  in  America,  that,  beft^e 
the  end  of  that  war,  he. had  risen  to  the  rank  of 
colonel,  a  very  unusual  thing  in  those  days  for  an 
officer  who  did  not  possess  the  advantages  of  patri- 
cian birth.  In  1789  he  was  appointed  major-general 
of  the  National  Guard  at  Versailles,  in  which  charac- 
ter he  rendered  the  Royal  Family  some  service, 
during  the  stormy  days  of  the  5th  and  6th  October. 
His  disposition,  however,  was  decidedly  marked  for 
the  popular  side,  and,  in  1790,  he  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  the  National  Assembly,  praying  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  monument  to  the  soldiers  killed  during  the 
democratic  revolt  of  Nanci.  On  the  19th  Febru- 
ary 1791,  he  behaved  with  equal  coolness  and  con- 
duct, on  occasion  of  the  furious  mob  which  attempt- 
ed to  break  into  and  pillage  the  chateau  of  Bellevue, 
the  residence  of  the  princesses,  aunts  of  Louis  XVI. 
His  good  conduct  on  this  occasion  gave  great  um- 
brage to  the  Jacobin  party,  and  he  was  glad  to  se- 
cure his  safety,  by  accepting  the  situation  of  adju- 
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tant^general  of  the  army  of  old  Marshal  Lnckner.    €Hap. 
Dumourier,  however^  who  had  a  command  in  it,  per- 


ceived that  his  capacity  was  not  equal  to  the  general    1790. 
direction  of  affairs,  and  he  wrote  ta  the  Directory, 
he  was  ruining  the  old  marshal.     He  was  in  conse- 
quence removed  early  in  1792  to  La  Vendue,  where 
he  acted  in  a  subordinate  command,  with  distinction ; 
and  at  the  battle  of  Saumur,  in  1793,  he  had  three 
horses  shot  under  him.     He  was  afterwards  chief 
of  the  staff  to  Custrin,  and,  with  difficulty,  and  by 
consummate  prudence,  only  avoided  the  fate  of  that 
general.     Immediately  after  the  9th  Thermidor,  he 
was  sent  by  the  Government  as  chief  of  the  staff  to 
Kellerman,  in  the  army  of* the  Alps;  and  it  was  inx  Biog. 
that  capacity  he  was  found  by  Napoleon,  when  he  ^li^ 
took  the  command  of  that  army,  in  April  1796.^       ^^' 

Active,  indefatigable  alike  on  horseback  and  in 
the  cabinet,  he  was  admirably  qualified  to  discharge  ms  dwnc- 
the  duties  of  that  important  situation,  without  being  ^* 
possessed  of  the  originality  and  decision  requisite  for 
a  conmiander-in-chief.  Perfectly  master  of  the  geo- 
graphy of  every  country  which  the  army  was  to  enter, 
understanding  thoroughly  the  use  of  maps,  he  was 
able  to  calculate  with  admirable  precision  the  time  re- 
quisite for  the  different  corps  to  arrive  at  the  ground 
assigned  to  them,  as  well  as  direct  in  a  lucid  manner 
the  course  they  were  to  pursue.  He  was  precision 
itself  in  his  habits ;  and  above  all  possessed  of  such 
an  extraordinary  faculty  of  enduring  fatigue,  that  he 
was  never,  on  any  occasion,  whatever  labour  he  had 
previously  undergone,  unable  to  resume  the  duties 
either  of  the  field  or  the  cabinet.  Faithful  and  en- 
tirely to  be  trusted,  he  obeyed  his  instructions  with 
docility,  readiness,  and  perfect  silence.  A  secret  en- 
trusted to  Berthier,  was  as  safe  as  if  its  possessor  was 

VOL.  Ill-  i> 
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CHAP,    ip  his  grave  j  and  these  qualities  made  him  an  in- 
^^  •    valuable  assistant  to  Napoleon.      But  he  had  no 


1796.    genius  in  his  character;  he  was  destitute  alike  of 
great  conceptions  and  generous  feelings :  an  admir- 

186*^  iwd.  able  second  in  command,  he  was  wholly  unfit  to  be 

iviii.  105.  General-in-Chief.* 

Massena,  a  native  of  Nice,  was  bom  on  the  6th 

Early        May  1758,  of  respectable  parents,  in  the  mercantile 

Mwien^  line;  but  having  lost  his  father  early  in  life,  he 
never  received  a  suitable  education.  One  of  his  rela- 
tions, a  captain  of  a  trading  vessel,  out  of  humanity 
took  the  young  orphan  on  board  his  vessel,  and  he 
made  several  voyages  with  him ;  but  having  con- 
ceived a  dislike  for  a  sea  life,  he  entered  the  army 
as  a  private  soldier  in  the  year  1776,  in  the  regi- 
ment Royal-Italian,  in  which  one  of  his  uncles  was 
captain.  After  some  time  he  was  made  a  corporal ; 
and  after  he  had  become  a  marshal  of  France,  he  said 
that  that  step  was  the  one  in  his  whole  career  which 
took  him  most  trouble  to  gain,  and  which  had  given 
him  most  satisfaction.  His  intelligence  and  good 
conduct  soon  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  and 
adjutant ;  but  in  those  days  of  aristocratic  exclusion, 
he  could  not  rise  higher, — ^the  epaulettes  of  a  sub- 
lieutenant could  be  conferred  only  on  those  of  noble 
birth.  After  having  served  fourteen  years,  he  be- 
came weary  of  a  life  of  inactivity,  and  retired  in 
1789  to  his  native  city,  where  he  made  an  advan- 
tageous marriage ;  but  no  sooner  did  the  Revolution 
break  out,  and  the  military  career  become  open  to 
all  ranks,  than  he  resumed  his  old  profession,  and 
was  soon  raised  by  the  suffrages  of  the  soldiers,  to 
the  rank  of  adjutant-major  of  the  battalion  of  the 
Var,  and  subsequently  colonel  of  the  same  regiment. 
His  great  military  abilities  now  speedily  raised  him 
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to  distinction.     He  was  made  general  of  brigade  in    chap. 
August  1793,  and  general  of  division  in  December  of     ^^' 


the  same  year ;  and  it  was  mainly  owing  to  his  able    2795 
movements,  that  the  great  victory  was  gained  in  the 
defile  of  Saorgio  in  August  1794,  and  on  the  Col  de 
San  Gfiacomo,  in  September  1795.     In  effect,  he  had 
obtained,  by  the  force  of  his  talents,  the  chief  direc- 
tion of  the  army  of  Italy,  during  these  two  cam-  ^  Biog.  det 
paigns;  and  it  was  owing  chiefly  to  his  councils,  ez^esr 
that  their  brilliant  successes  had  been  owing.*  (Mwiena.) 

Gifted  by  nature  with  a  robust  frame  and  an  un- 
daunted spirit,  indefatigable  in  exertion,  unconquer- 
able in  resolution,  he  was  to  be  seen  night  and  day  His  chwac- 
on  horseback,  among  the  rocks  and  the  mountains.  ^^' 
Decided,  brave,  and  intrepid,  full  of  ambition,  his 
leading  characteristic  was  obstinacy ;  a  quality  which, 
according  as  it  is  right  or  wrong  directed,  leads  to 
the  greatest  successes  or  the  most  ruinous  disasters. 
His  conversation  gave  few  indications  of  genius  j  but 
at  the  first  cannon-shot  his  mental  energy  redoubled, 
and,  when  surrounded  by  danger,  his  thoughts  were 
clear  and  forcible.  In  the  midst  of  the  dying  and 
the  dead,  of  balls  sweeping  away  those  who  encircled 
him,  Massena  was  himself,  and  gave  his  orders  with 
the  greatest  coolness  and  precision.  Even  after  de- 
feat, he  recommenced  the  struggle  as  if  he  had  come 
off  victorious ;  and  by  these  means  saved  the  Re- 
public at  the  battle  of  Zurich.  But  these  great 
qualities  were  disfigured  by  as  remarkable  vices. 
He  was  rapacious,  sordid,  and  avaricious ;  mean  in 
character,  selfish  in  disposition,  he  shared  the  pro-t^.p.  m. 
fits  of  the  contractors  and  commissaries,  and  never  ]^l^^^^  j 
could  keep  himself  clear  from  acts  of  peculation.'      »3o. 

Augereau,  bom  in  the  fabourg  St  Marceau,  on  the 
11th  November  1767,  was  the  son  of  a  common  ma- 
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CHAP,   son.     In  infancy  he  gave  no  small  disquiet  to  his  par- 


XX. 


rents  by  his  quarrelsome  and  fractious  disposition, 
1796.  insomuch  that  they  were  glad  to  get  quit  of  him  by 
enlisting  him  as  a  private  dragoon  in  the  regiment 
Earij  his.  of  Burguudy.  He  was  soon,  however,  dismissed  the 
Aijjereau.  corps  for  a  serious  ofltence,  and  returned  to  Paris 
penniless  and  in  disgrace.  Here,  however,  his  lofty 
stature  and  military  air  again  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  recruiting  sergeants,  and  he  wa^  enrolled  in 
the  regiment  of  carabineers,  commanded  by  the  Mar- 
quis Poyanna,  There,  however,  his  mischievous  dis- 
position a  second  time  broke  out,  and  he  was  expelled 
from  his  new  corps  for  carrying  off  his  captain^s 
horses  to  sell  them  in  Switzerland.  Again  throvm 
loose  on  the  world,  he  became  a  fencing-master  in 
the  little  town  of  Lodi ;  and  having  soon  tired  of  its 
monotonous  life,  he  made  his  way  to  Naples,  where 
he  entered  the  Royal  Guard,  and,  by  his  skill  in  the 
use  of  arms,  was  soon  made  a  sergeant.  After  serv- 
ing there  for  some  years,  he  resumed  his  profession 
of  a  fencing-master,  which  he  followed  for  a  consi- 
derable time  in  that  capital  with  success.  The  break- 
ing out  of  the  Revolution  in  France,  however,  soon 
attracted  him  to  the  great  centre  of  plunder  and  ad- 
vancement ;  and  he  returned,  in  December  1792,  to 
Paris,  and  immediately  enlisted  in  a  regiment  of  vo- 
lunteers which  was  then  raising,  and  which  soon  af- 
terwards marched  to  La  Vend6e.  There  his  activity, 
skill,  and  courage  speedily  became  so  conspicuous, 
that  he  was  chosen  by  the  men  as  their  Colonel.  The 
distinction  thus  acquired  procured  for  him  the  situa- 
tion of  Adjutant-General  of  the  army  of  the  Pyre- 
nees, where  he  signalized  himself  in  several  actions 
under  Dugommier,  particularly  on  occasion  of  the 
recapture  of  Belgrade  in  1794,  and  the  actions  on 


■up. 
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the  Floria  in  the  spring  following.     After  the  ter-   chap. 
minatlon  of  the  Spanish  war,  he  was  transferred,      ^^' 
with  a  division  twelve  thousand  strong,  to  the  Army    ii^e. 
of  Italy;  and  at  the  entrance  of  his  career  there, 
bore  a  prominent  part  in  the  decisive  battle  of  Loano,  jj^l'^l, 
which  opened  to  Napoleon,  who  soon  after  assumed  i^i-  ^7, 
the  command,  the  gates  of  Italy  .^  (Anger^au.) 

With  little  education,  hardly  any  knowledge,  no 
reach  of  mind,  he  was  yet  beloved  by  the  soldiers,  from  ma  cha- 
the  order  and  discipline  which  he  always  enforced. -^- 
Sprung  from  the  ranks,  he  knew  how  to  excite  and 
rule  the  men  with  whom  he  had  formerly  served. 
He  was  severe  and  unrelenting  in  discipline,  stem  in 
enforcing  obedience  to  his  commands,  but  willing  to 
allow  his  soldiers,  if  they  proved  obedient,  every  spe- 
cies of  license  at  the  expense  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
conquered  territory.  His  attacks  were  conducted 
with  courage  and  regularity,  and  he  led  his  columns 
with  invincible  resolution  during  the  fire  ;  but  he  had 
not  the  moral  firmness  requisite  for  lasting  success, 
and  was  frequently  thrown  into  unreasonable  dejec- 
tion shortly  after  his  greatest  triumphs.  He  had  no- 
thing chivalrous  or  elevated  in  his  character ;  his 
manners  were  coarse,  his  ideas  often  savage,  and  he 
had  no  other  idea  of  governing  men  but  the  brute 
force  against  which,  in  youth,  he  had  so  much  re* 
volted,  and  to  which  in  age  he  was  so  much  inclined 
to.  His  political  opinions  led  him  to  sympathize  with 
the  extreme  republicans;  but  no  man  was  less  fitted 
by  nature,  either  to  understand,  or  shine  in,  the  icivil 
contests  in  which  he  was  always  so  desirous  to  engage, 
and,  like  many  others  of  that  party,  he  showed  him- 
self at  last  equally  ungrateful  and  despicable  by  his>  Nap.  m 
conduct  in  adversity  to  his  benefactor,'  ^^' 

Semirier,  born  in  the  departn^ent  of  the  Aisne, 


54  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP,    was  a  Major  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution, 

[__  and  incurred  many  dangers  in  its  early  wars,  from 

1796.    ^^^  suspicion  of  a  secret  leaning  to  the  aristocracy, 
under  which  he  laboured.     He  was  born  at  Laon  In 
semirier.   1742,  80  that  he  was  past  fifty  when  the  revolution^ 
ary  war  broke  out.     He  rapidly  rose  to  eminence,  as 
all  the  officers  of  that  period  did,  by  the  election  of 
the  soldiers,  in  the  army  of  the  Alps,  and  distinguish- 
ed himself  as  general  of  division  commanding  the 
French  right  wing,  in  the  capture  of  the  Col  di  Fer- 
mo,  in  July  1795,  and  at  the  battle  of  Final,  on  the 
11th  December  in  the  same  year.     No  man  was  a 
better  soldier,  but  he  had  not  the  qualities  requisite 
for  a  general  in  separate  command ;  and  accordingly, 
after  the  first  campaign  of  1796,  he  never  was  en- 
trusted by  Napoleon  with  the  direction  of  any  con- 
siderable operations.     He  was  brave  in  person,  firm 
in  conduct,  and  severe  in  discipline ;  but,  though  he 
gained  the  battle  of  Mondovi,  and  took  Mantua,  he 
1  Biog.  det  was  uot  in  general  fortunate  in  his  operations,  and 
159*"  Nap.  became  a  marshal  of  France  with  less  military  glory 
iii.  100.     thsLTi  any  of  his  other  illustrious  compeers.* 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Allies  had  above  fifty  thou- 
state  of     sand  men,  and  200  pieces  of  cannon ;  while  the  Sar- 
^^"^     dinian  army,  of  twenty-four  thousand,  guarded  the 
avenues  of  Dauphine  and  Savoy,  and  was  opposed  to 
the  army  of  Kellerman  of  nearly  equal  strength. 
Their  forces  were  thus  distributed  :  Beaulieu,  a  ve- 
teran of  seventy-five,  with  thirty  thousand  combat- 
ants, entirely  Austrians,  and  140  pieces  of  cannon, 
« Th.  viii.  M^as  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  French,  and  in  com- 
vii'i.'r*?.*'™  ^"^ication  with  the  English  fleet;  while  Colli,  with 
IS?  Ise     ^^^^^-y  thousand  men,  and  sixty  pieces,  was  in  a  line 
iiw-d.  iii.    with  him  to  the  north,  and  covered  Ceva  and  Coni.* 
*  *'    "    Generally  speaking,  the  French  occupied  the  crest  of 
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the  nionntains,  while  the  Allies  were  stationed  in  the    chap. 
valleys  leading  into  the  Italian  plains. 


Napoleon  arrived  at  Nice  on  the  27th  March,  and    1790, 
soon  gave  indications  of  the  great  designs  which  he 
was  meditating,  by  the  following  striking  proclama- Napoleon's 
tion    to  his   troops  : — ^'^  Soldiers !   you  are  almost  S^SiSi^ 
naked,  half-starved :  the  Government  owes  you  much,  to  bit  wi. 

^  •  .  1  •  -vr  .  •  ^ien,  and 

and  can  give  yon  nothing.  Your  patience,  your  plan  of  the 
courage,  in  the  midst  of  these  rocks,  have  been  ad-*^^***^' 
mirable,  but  they  reflect  no  splendour  on  your  arms. 
I  am  about  to  conduct  you  into  the  most  fertile  plains 
on  the  earth.  Fertile  provinces,  opulent  cities,  will 
soon  be  in  your  power :  there  you  will  find  rich  har- 
vests, honour  and  glory.  Soldiers  of  Italy,  will  you 
fail  in  courage  ?''  The  plan  of  the  young  general  was 
to  penetrate  into  Piedmont  by  the  Col  de  Cadibone, 
the  lowest  part  of  the  ridge  which  divides  France 
from  Italy,  and  separate  the  Austrian  from  the  Pied- 
montese  armies,  by  pressing  with  the  weight  of  his 
forces  on  the  weak  cordon  which  united  them.  For 
this  purpose,  it  was  necessary  that  the  bulk  of  the 
troops  should  assemble  on  the  extreme  right — a  deli- 
cate and  perilous  operation  in  presence  of  a  superior 
enemy,  but  which  was  rendered  comparatively  safe 
by  the  snow  which  encumbered  the  lofty  ridges  that 
separated  the  two  armies.  Early  in  April,  the  whole 
French  columns  were  in  motion  jtowards  Genoa, 
while  the  French  minister  demanded  from  the  Senate 
of  that  city  leave  to  pass  the  Bocchetta,  and  the  keys 
of  Gavi,  that  being  the  chief  route  from  the  maritime 
coasts  to  the  interior  of  Piedmont.  At  the  same 
time  Beaulieu,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the 
Aulic  Council,  was,  on  his  side,  resuming  the  oifen** 
sive,  and  directing  his  columns  also  towards  his  own 
left  at  Genoa,  with  a  view  to  establish  a  connexion 
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CHAP,   with  that  important  city  and  the  English  fleet.     He 
'__  left  his  right  wing  at  Dego,  pushed  his  centre,  under 


1796.    D'Argenteau,  to  the  ridge  of  Montenotte,  and  him- 
1  j^^  ^j.j  self  advanced  with  his  left,  by  Bocchetta  and  Genoa, 
64.   Nap.  towards  Voltri,  along  the  searcoast.^ 
138.   Th.       The  two  armies,  respectively  defiling  towards  the 
^/^Vj^  sea-coast  through  the  higher  Alps,  canie  into  contact 
ill.  307.     at  Montenotte ;  the  Austrian  general  having  advanced 
his  centre  to  that  place,  in  order  to  cut  asunder  the 
Buttle  of    French  force,  by  falling  on  its  left  flank,  and  inter- 
mrtti?       cept,  by  occupying  Savona,  the  road  by  the  Cornice, 
which  they  were  pursuing,  from  Provence  to  Genoa. 
The  Imperialists,  ten  thousand  strong,  encountered 
at  Monteaotte  only  Colonel  Rampon,  at  the  head  of 
twelve  hundred  men,  whom  they  forced  to  retire  to 
the  Monte  Prato  an4  the  old   redoubt  of  Monte 
Legino;   but   this  brave   officer,   feeling  the  vital 
importance  of  this  post  to  the  whole  army,  which  if 
lost  would  have  been  cut  in  two,  defended  the  fort 
with  heroic  courage,  repeatedly  repulsed  the  impe- 
tuous attacks  of  the  Austrians,  imd  in  the  midst  of 
the  fire  made  his  soldiers  swear  to  conquer  or  die. 
With  great  difficulty  he  maintained  his  ground  till 
nightfall,  and  by  this  heroism  saved  the  French  army, 
and  prevented  the  star  of  Napoleon  from  being  ex- 
tinguished in  the  very  commencement  of  its  course. 
The  brave  Roccavina,  who  commanded  the  Imperial- 
ists, was  severely  wounded  in  the  last  assault,  and 
forced  to  be  removed  to  Montenotte.    Before  retiring 
he  strenuously  urged  his  successor,  D'Argenteatl,  to 
•  joBi^uL  renew  the  attack  during  the  night,  and  gain  possecH 
viu.  SS6.    sion  of  the  fort  before  the  distant  aid  of  the  Repub- 
^JlJil'ii^'licans  eould  advance  to  its  relief  f  but  this  advice 
311,312.    tiiat  officer,  not  equally  penetrated  with  the  value  of 
1S9.  time  and  the  vital  importance  of  that  position,  de- 
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clined  to  follow.    If  he  had  adopted  it,  and  succeeded,    chap.  . 
the  fate  of  the  campaign  and  of  the  world  might  have      ^^' 


been  changed;  but,  as  it  was,  the  French  General    179Q. 
speedily  hastened  to  Rampon's  relief,  and  converted 
his  danger  into  the  means  of  achieving  a  brilliant 
victory. 

When  this  attack  was  going  forward,  Napoleon 
was  at  Savona ;  but  no  sooner  did  he  receive  intelli-  Saooen  of 
gence  of  it,  than  he  resolved  to  envelope  the  Austrian  ^^  ^"*°ch. 
force,  which  had  thus  pushed  into  the  centre  of  his 
Une  of  march.      With  this  view,  having  stationed 
Cervoni  to  make  head  against  Beaulieu  in  front  of 
Voltri,  he  himself  set  out  after  sunset  from  Savona 
with  the  divisions  of  Massena  and  Serrurier,  and  hav- 
ing crossed  the  ridge  of  Cadibone,  occupied  the  heights  12th  April. 
in  rear  of  Montenotte,     The  night  was  dark  and  tem- 
pestuous,' which  entirely  concealed  their  movements 
from  the  Austrians.     At  day-break  the  latter  found 
themselves  surrounded  on  all  sides.     La  Harpe  and 
Rampon  attacked  them  in  front,  while  Massena  and 
JouBEBT  under  Napoleon  pressed  their  rear ;  they  re- 
sisted long  and  bravely,  but  were  at  length  broken  by 
superior  force,  and  completely  routed,  with  the  loss 
of  five  pieces  of  cannon,  two  thousand  prisoners,  and 
above  one  thousand  killed  and  wounded.     This  great 
success  paralysed  the  movements  of  Beaulieu,  who  had 
advanced  unopposed  beyond  Voltri ;  he  hastened  back 
with  the  bulk  of  his  forces  to  Millesimo,  but  such  was  1  Nap.  iiu 
the  circuit  they  were  obliged  to  take,  that  it  was  two  ^^J-  ^' 
days  before  he  arrived  at  that  place  to  support  the  Jom.  viii 
mined  centre  of  his  line.** 

*  Jouberty  whom  an  early  death  alone  prevented  from  rising  to  the 
highest  destinies,  was  bom  in  1769 — that  year  so  fertile  in  great  men —  Early  hi»- 
at  Pont  de  Yaux,  in  the  district  of  Brisse  and  department  of  Ain,  in  the  tory  of 
Jura.    Passionately  fond  of  the  military  profession^  he  entered  a  regi-  *'^<^'^ 


68  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP.        This  victory,  by  opening  to  the  French  the  plains 
'__  of  Piedmont,  and  piercing  the  centre  of  the  Allies, 


conse- 
quences 


1796.  completely  separated  the  Austrian  and  Sardinian  ar- 
mies ;  the  former  concentrated  at  Dego  to  cover  the 
ita  great  road  to  Milan,  and  the  latter  around  Millesimo  to 
protect  the  entrance  into  Piedmont.  Napoleon,  in 
possession  of  a  central  position,  resolved  to  attack  them 
both  at  once,  although  by  drawing  together  their  de- 
tachments from  all  quarters,  they  had  more  than  re- 
paired the  losses  of  Montenotte.  On  the  13th,  Auge- 
reau,  on  the  left,  assailed  the  forces  at  Millesimo, 


Action  at 
Millennio 


ment  of  artillery  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  His  father,  who  was  a  judge  in 
that  town,  however,  prevailed  on  him  to  leave  the  army,  and  follow  the 
bar ;  and  he  was  pursuing  his  legal  studies  at  Dyon  when  the  Revolu- 
tion broke  out  He  immediately  entered^  upon  that  events  the  firat 
battalion  of  National  Guards  which  was  raised  in  his  vicinity ;  and  it 
was  soon  perceived  that  he  was  much  more  occupied  in  his  military 
exercises  than  his  legal  studies.  Ardent,  enterprising,  enthusiastic,  he 
Khared  in  all  the  excitement,  political  and  military,  of  the  period ;  and, 
finding  the  career  of  the  bar  insupportably  dull  in  those  stirring  times, 
he  again  enlisted  as  a  grenadier  in  a  regiment  of  grenadiers.  The 
choice  of  the  soldiers  rapidly  raised  him  through  the  various  grades 
above  the  lowest ;  and,  in  September  1793,  he  was  in  command  of  thirty 
grenadiers  in  a  redoubt  on  the  Col  di  Tende,  where,  being  surrounded 
by  five  hundred  Piedmontese,  he  was  at  length  made  prisoner  after  a 
desperate  resistance.  Being  afterwards  exchanged,  he  returned  to  his 
paternal  home  at  Font  de  Yaux,  where  he  narrowly  escaped  destruc- 
tion in  consequence  of  the  indignant  vehemence  with  which,  in  a  club 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  he  denounced  the  sanguinary  and  atrocious 
cruelty  of  Albitte,  the  commissioner  of  the  Convention,  who  was  then 
desolating  the  department  In  1794  he  was  appointed  adjutant-general 
to  the  army  of  the  Alps ;  and,  in  July  1795,  he  Mas  unsuccessful  in  an 
attack  on  a  fortified  position  at  Melagno,  occupied  by  3000  grenadiers. 
Kellerman,  however,  who  saw  his  abilities,  continued  him  in  the  com- 
mand, notwithstanding  this  reverse.  He  distinguished  himself  by  his 
conduct  and  intrepidity  at  the  battle  of  Loano,  on  which  occasion  he 
was  made  general  of  brigade  on  the  field  of  battle,  which  rank  he  held 
when  Napoleon  took  the  command  of  the  army  in  April  1796.  He  had 
the  soul  of  a  hero  as  well  as  the  eye  of  a  general ;  and  was  distinguished 
like  Napoleon,  Hoche,  and  Dessaix,'with  that  ardent  spirit  and  thirst 
for  glory,  which  is  the  invariable  characteristic  of  great  minds. — See 
Biopraphif  Univerfflle  (Jaubert),  xxii.  47. 
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where  the  Piedmontese  were  posted,  while  the  divisions    <^^^^- 
of  Massena  and  La  Harpe  descended  the  valley  and  ^ 


XX. 


moved  towards  Dego.     With  such  fury  was  the  attack    1796. 
on  the  Piedmontese  conducted,  that  the  passes  were 
forced,  and  General  Frovera,  who  commanded,  was 
driven,  with  two  thousand  men,  into  the  ruins  of  the 
old  castle  of  Cossaria.     He  was  immediately  assaulted 
there  by  superior  forces ;  but  the  Piedmontese,  skilled 
in  mountain  warfare,  poured  down  upon  their  adver- 
saries such  a  shower  of  stones  and  rocks,  that  whole 
companies  were  swept  away  at  once,  and  Joubert, 
who  was  in  front  animating  the  soldiers,  was  severely 
wounded.      After  many  ineffectual  efforts,   the  Re- 
publicans desisted  on  the  approach  of  night,  and  in- 
trenched themselves  at  the  foot  of  the  eminence  on 
which  the  castle  was  situated,  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
the  garrison.     The  following  day  was  decisive ;  Coli  ApHi  14. 
and  the  Piedmontese  on  the  left  made  repeated  efforts 
to  disengage  Pro  vera,  but  their  exertions  were  in  vain  ; 
and  after  seeing  all  their  columns  repulsed,  that  brave 
officer,  destitute  of  provisions  and  water,  was  com- 
peUed  to  lay  down  his  arms,  with  fifteen  hundred  men. 
Meanwhile,  Napoleon  himself,  with  the  divisions  of  And  at 
Massena  and  La  Harpe,  attacked  and  carried  Dego  ^^' 
after  an  obstinate  resistance,  while  Joubert  made  him- 
self master  of  the  heights  of  Biestro.     The  retreat  of 
the  Austrians  was  obstructed  by  the  artillery,  which 
blocked  up  the  road  in  the  defile  of  Spegno,  and  the 
soldiers  had  no  other  resource  but  to  disperse  and  seek 
their  safety  on  the  mountains.     Thirteen  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery and  three  thousand  prisoners  fell  into  the  hands  1  Nap.  iii. 
of  the  victors.     No  sooner  was  this  success  achieved,  ^^'^tt 
than  the  indefatigable  conqueror  moved  forward  the  ^^»  230. 
division  of  Augereau,  now  disengaged  by  the  surrender  312,315.' 
of  Provera,  to  the  important  heights  of  Monte  Zemolo,^  ^4!;  ***' 
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CHAP,    the  occupation  of  which  completed  the  separation  of 
^^*     the  Austrian  and  Piedmontese  armies.     Beaulieu  re- 
1796.    ^^^^  ^  Acqui,  on  the  road  to  Milan,  and  Coli  towards 
Ceva^  to  cover  Turin. 

Meanwhile  the  brave  Wukassowich,  at  the  head  of 
Bold  ad-     six  thousaud  Austrian  grenadiers,  made  a  movement 
^k!iw^.   ^^^c^i  if  supported,  might  have  completely  re-estab- 
wich  to      lished  the  affairs  of  the  Allies.     Separated  from  the 
w^,in    body  of  the  Imperial  forces,  he  advanced  to  Dego, 
faUi*"***     ^^^^  ^^®  intention  of  forming  a  junction  with  D'Ar- 
genteau,  who  he  imagined  still  occupied  that  place. 
Great  was  his  surprise  when  he  found  it  ill  the  hands 
of  the  enemy  ;  but  instantly  taking  his  resolution,  like 
a  brave  man,  he  attacked  and  carried  the  place,  mak- 
ing prisoners  six  hundred  French,  and  regaining  all 
the  artillery  lost  on  the  preceding  day.     But  this  suc- 
cess not  being  supported  by  the  other  divisions  of  the 
Austrian  army,  which  were  in  full  retreat,  only  led  to 
the  destruction  of  the  brave  men  who  had  achieved  it. 
Napoleon  rapidly  returned  to  the  spot,  and  commenced 
a  vigorous  attack  with  superior  forces.     They  were 
received  with  such  gallantry  by  the  Austrians,  that 
the  Republican  columns  were  in  the  first  instance  re- 
pulsed  in  disorder,  and  the  generaUin^hief  hastened 
to  the  spot  to  restore  the  combat ;  but  at  length  Ge- 
neral Lauusse,  putting  his  hat  on  the  point  of  his 
sword,  led  them  back  to  the  charge,  and  carried  the 
place,  with  the  loss  of  fifteen  hundred  men  to  the  Im- 
perialists, who  escaped  with  difficulty  by  the  road  to 
Acqui,  after  abandoning  all  the  artillery  they  had  re- 
taken.   In  this  action  Napoleon  was  particularly  struck 
by  the  gallantry  of  a  young  chief  of  battalion,  whom 
1  jom.  viii.  he  made  a  colonel  on  the  spot,  and  who  continued  ever 
fi?  146*^'  *^*®^  *^®  companion  of  his  glory .^     His  name  was 
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Lannes,  afterwards  Duke  of  Montebello,  and  one  of   chap. 
the  most  heroic  marshals  of  the  empire.  ' 


Jean  Lamies,  afterwards  Duke  of  Montebello,  one    1796. 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  French  marshals, 
was  bom  at  Lesboure,  on  the  11th  April  1769,  in  the  ^^^7  ^^ 
same  year  with  Napoleon  and  Wellington.     He  was  lbLm. 
descended  of  humble  and  obscure  parents,  and  was  at 
first  bred  to  the  trade  of  a  dyer,  which  he  quitted  in 
1792,  to  enrol  himself  in  one  of  the  battalions  of  Vo- 
lunteers.    It  was  soon  discovered  that  he  had  marked 
talents  for  war,  and  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow-soldiers 
rapidly  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  which  he 
attained  at  the  close  of  1793,  during  which  he  had 
served  with  his  regiment  in  the  army  of  the  Eastejn 
Pyrenees.     After  the  9th  Thermidor,  however,  he  was 
deprived  of  his  command,  as  well  as  Napoleon  and 
Massena,  in  consequence  of  their  connection  with  the 
younger  Robespierre,  and  the  extreme  Jacobin  party ; 
and,  in  consequence,  he  returned  to  Paris,  where  he 
formed  an  acquaintance  with  both  these  generals. 
Massena  and  he  served  together  under  Napoleon  on 
occasion  of  the  revolt  of  the  sections  on  the  13th  Yen- 
demiidre ;  and  their  services  on  that  occasion  at  once 
reinstated  them  in  the  favour  of  Government.    When  1  vie  de 
Napoleon  received  the  conunand  of  the  army  of  Italy,  ^^^gio 
Lannes  solicited  and  received  leave  to  accompany  him,  p*  3>  ^7. 
and  he  was  immediately  placed  at  the  head  of  a  regi*zxiz.  474. ' 
ment,  which  distinguished  itself  in  the  highest  degree  ^^T' 
in  the  course  of  the  campaign* 

Lannes  was  one  of  the  greatest  generals  which  the 
French  Revolution  produced.  ^^  His  talent,^'  said 
Napoleon,  "was  equal  to  his  bravery.  He  was  at 
once  the  Holland  of  the  army,  and  a  ^ant  in  capacity. 
He  had  great  experience  in  war,  had  been  in  fifty-four 
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CHAP,   pitched  battles,  and  three  hundred  combats.    He  was 
^^     cool  in  the  midst  of  fire,  and  possessed  a  clear  pene- 


1796.    trating  eye,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity 
which  might  present  itself.     Violent  and  hasty  in  his 
temper,  sometimes  even  in  my  presencei  he  was  yet 
ardently  attached  to  me.     As  a  general,  he  was  greatly 
superior  to  either  Moreau  or  Soult.*^     In  his  private 
character,  however,  this  great  general  never  recovered 
1  o'Mean,  the  dofccts  of  his  early  education ;  he  was  ignorant  on 
Lu  Ou.     ^1  matters  excepting  his  profession,  coarse  in  conver- 
D*Abr*  vi    ^^^^^'^^  often  irritable  in  temper,  vehement  in  anger, 
326.         and  a^ltogether  destitute  of  the  lighter  graces  which 
soften  and  adorn  the  military  character.^ 
.  After  the  battle  of  Dego,  La  Harpers  division  was 
Arrival  of  placcd  to  keep  the  shattered  remains  of  Beaulieu^s 
UcL^on'^  forces  in  check,  while  the  weight  of  the  army  was 
S-^fOTito**  moved  against  the  Sardinian  troops.     Augereau  drove 
zemoio.     the  Piedmontese  from  the  heights  of  Monte  Zemolo, 
and  soon  after  the  main  body  of  the  army  arrived 
upon  the  same  ridge.     From  thence  the  eye  could 
discover  the  immense  and  fertile  plains  of  Piedmont. 
The  Po,  the  Tanaro,  the  Stura,  and  a  multitude  of 
smaller  streams,  were  descried  in  the  distance  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  meandering  in  infant  beauty ; 
beyond  them  the  blue  plains  .of  Italy  bounded  the 
horizon,  while  a  glittering  girdle  of  snow  and  ice, 
of  a  prodigious  elevation,  surrounded  from  afar  the 
promised  land.     It  was  a  sublime  spectacle  when  the 
troops  arrived  on  this  elevated  point,  and  the  soldiers, 
exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  overwhelmed  with  the 
grandeur  of  the  sight,  paused  and  gazed  on  the  plains 
beneath.     Those  gigantic  barriers,  apparently  the  li- 
mits of  the  world,  which  nature  had  rendered  so  for- 
midable, and  on  which  art  had  lavished  its  treasures, 
had  fallen  as  if  by  enchantment.     ^^  Hannibal,^^  said 
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Napoleon,  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  mountains.  *'  has    chap. 
forced  the  Alps,  but  we  have  turned  them."     Soon ]__ 


after,  the  troops  descended  the  ridge,  passed  the  Ta-    ijgQ, 
naro,  and  found  themselves  in  the  Italian  plains.^        i  Nap.  fii. 
Serrurier  was  now  detached  by  the  bridge  of  StJ^J'^^^* 
Michael  to  turn  the  right  of  Colli,  who  occupied  the 
intrenched  camp  of  Cevo,  while  Massena  passed  the  i9th  ApHi, 
Tanaro  to  turn  his  left.     The  Piedmontese,  who  were  seiroHer 
about  eight  thousand  strong,  defended  the  camp  in  the]^^  ^^• 
first  instance  with  success ;  but,  finding  their  commu-  Napoleon. 
nications  on  the  point  of  being  lost,  they  retired  in  the 
night,  and  took  a  position  behind  the  deep  and  rapid 
torrent  of  the  Cursaglia.     There  they  were  assailed, 
on  the  following  day,  by  Serrurier,  who  forced  the 
bridge  of  St  Michael ;  while  Joubert,  who  had  waded 
through  the  torrent  further  up,  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
induce  his  followers  to  pass,  and  was  obliged,  after  in- 
curring the  gi'eatest  risks,  to  retire.     Relieved  now 
from  all  anxiety  about  his  flank,  Colli  fell,  with  all  his 
forces  on  Serrurier,  and,  after  a  severe  action,  drove 
him  back  again  over  the  bridge,  with  the  loss  of  six 
hundred  men.    This  check  exposed  Napoleon  to  im- 
minent danger.      The  Austrian  general  occupied  a 
strong  position  at  Mondovi  in  his  front,  while  Beau- 
Ueu,  with  an  army  still  formidable,  was  in  his  rear, 
and  might    easily  resume  offensive   operations.      A 
council  of  war  was  held  in  the  night,  at  which  it  was 
unanimously  resolved,  notwithstanding  the  fatigue  of 
the  troops,  to  resume  the  attack  on  the  following  day.     . 
All  the  dispositions,  accordingly,  were  made  for  a  re- 
newed assault  on  the  bridge,  with  increased  forces ; 
but,  on  arriving  at  the  advanced  posts  at  daybreak, 
they  found  them  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  who  had 
fought  only  in  order  to  gain  time  for  the  evacuation 
of  the  magazines  in  his  rear,  and  had  retired  in  the  2ist  April. 
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CHAP,   night  to  Mondovi*    He  was  overtaken,-  however,  in 
his  retreat,  near  Mondovi,  by  the  indefatigable  victor. 


1796.    ^^^  ^^  seized  a  strong  position,  where  he  hoped  to 
arrest  the  enemy*     The  Republicans  immediately  ad- 
vanced to  the  assault,  and,  though  Serrurier  was  de- 
MondoTi.    feated  in  the  centre  by  the  brave  Austrian  grenadiers 
of  Dichat,  yet  that  courageous  general  having  been 
struck  dead  by  a  cannon-ball  at  the  moment  when  his 
troops,  somewhat  disordered  by  success,  were  assailed 
in  flank  by  superior  forces,   the  Piedmontese  were 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  Serrurier,  resuming  the 
1  Th.  Tiii.  offensive,  attacked  and  carried  the  redoubt  of  Bicoque, 
K^'  m*     *^®  principal  defence  of  the  position,  and  gained  the 
160.   Jom.  victory.     Colli  retired  to  Cherasco,  with  the  loss  of 
Hard.  iii.    two  thousaud  mcu,  eight  cannon^  and  eleven  stand- 
^^®-         ards. 

Thither  he  was  followed  by  Napoleon,  who  occu- 
immense    P^^  that  towu,  which,  though  fortified,  and  import- 
"^•^^T*  ®^^  ^y  ^^  position  at  the  confluence  of  the  Stura  and 
the  French  the  Tauaro,  was  not  armed,  and  incapable  of  resist- 
openuoni.  ^uicc  j  and,  by  so  doing,  not  only  acquired  a  firm  foot- 
ing in  the  interior  of  Piedmont,  but  made  himself  mas- 
ter of  extensive  magazines*     This  important  success 
speedily  changed  the  situation  of  the  French  army. 
Having  descended  from  the  steril  and  inhospitable 
summits  of  the  Alps^  they  found  themselves,  though 
still  among  the  mountains,  in  communication  with  the 
rich  and  fertile  plains  of  Italy ;  provisions  were  ob- 
tained in  abundance,  and  with  the  introduction  of  re- 
gularity in  the  supplies,  the  pillage  and  disorders  con- 
sequent upon  prior  privations  disappeared.     The  sol- 
diers, animated  with  success,  speedily  recovered  from 
their  fatigues  ;  the  stragglers,  and  those  left  behind  in 
the  mountains,  rejoined  their  colours ;  and  the  bands 
of  conscripts  from  the  depots  in  the  interior  eagerly 
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pressed  forward  to  share  in  the  glories,  and  partake    chap. 
the  spoils,  of  the  Italian  army.     In  a  short  time  the 


Republicans,  notwithstanding  all  their  losses,  were  as    nge, 
strong  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign ;  while 
the  Allies,  besides  having  been  driven  from  the  ridge 
of  the  Alps,  the  barrier  of  Piedmont,  were  weakened 
by  the  loss  of  above  twelve  thousand  men  and  forty 
pieces  of  cannon.     The  effect  of  these  successes  was 
such,  that  the  Allies  every  where  retired  from  the  ^  Jom.  vui. 
field,  and  the  French  army  in  a  few  days  appeared  be-  ui.'  i^^ 
fore  the  gates  of  Turin.^ 

The  court  of  Victor  Amadeus  was  now  in  the  ut- 
most consternation,  and  opinions  were  violently  divid-  constenu^ 
ed  as  to  the  course  which  should  be  pursued.     The  c^!fo?' 
ministers  of  Austria  and  En^rland  urired  the  Kini?,^°- 

'D  ,  °  .  ®   They  »- 

who  was  by  no  means  deficient  in  firmness,  to  imitate  kAyb  to 
the  glorious  example  of  his  ancestors,  and  abandon  his  ^^^^ 
capital.  But  as  a  preliminary  to  so  decided  a  step, 
they  insisted  that  the  fortresses  of  Tortona,  Alexan- 
dria, and  Valencia,  should  be  put  into  the  possession 
of  the  Austrians,  in  order  to  give  Beaulieu  a  solid  foot- 
ing on  the  Po ;  and  to  this  sacrifice  in  favour  of  a  rival 
power,  he  could  not  be  brought  to  submit.  At  length 
the  Cardinal  Costa  persuaded  him  to  throw  himself 
into  the  arms  of  the  French,  and  Colli  was  authorized 
to  open  negotiations.  This  was  one  of  the  numerous 
instances  in  the  history  of  Napoleon,  in  which  his  au- 
dacity not  only  extricated  him  from  the  most  perilous 
situations,  but  gave  him  the  most  splendid  triumphs ; 
for  at  this  period,  by  his  own  admission,  the  French 
army  was  in  very  critical  circumstances.  He  had 
neither  heavy  cannon  nor  a  siege  equipage  to  reduce 
Turin,  Alexandria,  or  the  other  numerous  fortresses 
of  Piedmont,  without  the  possession  of  which  it  would 

VOL.  HI.  B 
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CHAP,  have  been  extremely  hazardous  to  have  penetrated  far- 
^^     ther  into  the  country  :  the  Allied  armies,  united,  were 


1796.    ^^^^  superior  to  the  French,  and  their  cavalry,  of  such 
vital  importance  in  the  plains,  had  not  at  all  suffered ; 
while  his  own  troops,  confounded  at  their  own  achieve- 
ments, and  as  yet  unaccustomed  to  his  rapid  success, 
were  beginning  to  hesitate  as  to  the  expedience  of  any 
farther  advance.     "  The  King  of  Sardinia,"  says  Na^ 
i^ Nap. Hi.  poleon^  ^^had  still  a  great  number  of  fortresses  left; 
103!  ^Btaid.8^^  i^  spite  of  the  victories  which  had  been  gained,  the 
iii.  323,     slightest  check,  one  caprice  of  fortune,  would  have  un- 

326.     Jom.       *^  1  •        «9i 

vuu06,97.done  every  thmg.  * 

It  was,  therefore,  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction 

Armistioe.  that  Napolcou  received  the  advances  of  the  Sardinian 

uoM?"^  government ;  but  he  insisted  that,  as  a  preliminary  to 
any  armistice,  the  fortresses  of  Coni,  Tortona,  and 
Alexandria,  should  be  put  into  his  hands.  The  Pied- 
montese  commissioners  were  at  first  disposed  to  resist 
this  demand ;  but  Napoleon  sternly  replied — "  It  is 
for  me  to  impose  conditions — ^your  ideas  are  absurd  : 
listen  to  the  laws  which  I  impose  upon  you,  in  the 
name  of  the  government  of  my  country,  and  obey,  or 
to-morrow  my  batteries  are  erected,  and  Turin  is  in 
flames.^'  These  words  so  intimidated  the  Piedmon- 
tese,  that  they  returned  in  consternation  to  their  capi- 
tal, where  every  opposition  speedily  gave  way.  After 
some  negotiation,  the  treaty  was  concluded,  the  prin- 
cipal conditions  of  which  were,  that  the  King  of  Sar-« 
dinia  should  abandon  the  alliance,  and  send  an  ambas- 
sador to  Paris  to  conclude  a  definitive  peace ;  that  in 
the  mean  time  Ceva,  Coni,  and  Tortona,  or,  failing 
it,  Alexandria,  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  French 

S7th  April,  army,  with  all  the  artillery  and  magazines  they  con- 
tained ;  that  the  victors  should  continue  to  occupy  all 
tlie  positions  which  at  present  were  in  their  posses- 
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fiioQ ;  that  Valence  should  be  instantly  ceded  to  the    chap. 
French  in  lieu  of  the  Neapolitans ;  that  the  militia     ^^' 


should  be  disbanded,  and  the  regular  troops  dispersed    ng^^ 
in  the  fortified  places,  so  as  to  give  no  umbrage  to  the  i  Nap  iii 

French.^  nf  32?."^ 

The  armistice  was  followed,  a  fortnight  after,  by  join.  viu. 

the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  ^' 
the  French  Republic,     By  it  his  Sardinian  Majesty  15th  M«y 
finally  renounced  the  coalition ;  ceded  to  the  Repub-  p^^*^^ 
lie.  Savoy,  Nice,  and  the  whole  possessions  of  Pied-byatr«ity 
mont  to  the  westward  of  the  highest  ridge  of  the  Alps,  between 
(extending  from  Mount  St  Bernard  by  Mount  Genevre  g^^^^ 
to  Roccabarbon6  near  Genoa;)  and  granted  a  free 
passage  through  his  dominions  to  all  the  troops  of  the 
Republic.      The  importance  of  this  accommodation 
may  be  judged  by  the  letter  of  Napoleon  to  the  Direc- 
tory the  day  the  armistice  was  signed — ^^  Coni,  Ceva, 
and  Alexandria  are  in  the  hands  of  our  army ;  if  you 
do  not  ratify  the  convention,  I  will  keep  these  fort- 
resses, and  march  upon  Turin.     Meanwhile,  I  shall 
march  to-morrow  against  Beaulieu,   and  drive  him 
across  the  Po ;  I  shall  follow  close  at  his  heels,  over- 
run all  Lombardy,  and  in  a  month  be  in  the  Tyrol, 
join  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  and  carry  our  united  forces 
into  Bavaria.     That  design  is  worthy  of  you,  of  the  >  corresp, 
army,  and  of  the  destinies  of  France.     If  you  con- ^^g*^ 
tinue  your  confidence  in  me,  I  shall  answer  for  theAprunoo. 
results,  and  Italy  is  at  your  feet."*  Hi'  ^"*- 

This  treaty  was  of  more  service  to  the  French  gene- 
ral than  many  victories.     It  gave  him  a  firm  footing  j^  |„_ 
in  Piedmont ;  artillery  and  stores  for  the  siege  of  Tu-  "•"■•  ^™- 
rin,  if  the  final  conditions  should  not  be  agreed  to  by  Napoleon. 
the  Directory;  stores  and  magazines  in  abundance, 
and  a  direct  communication  with  Genoa  and  France 
for  the  future  supplies  of  the  army.     Napoleon,  from 


(^g  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP,   the  solid  base  of  the  Piedmontese  fortresses,  was  en- 
abled  to  turn  his  undivided  attention  to  the  destruc- 


1796.  tion  of  the  Austrians,  and  thus  commence,  with  some 
security,  that  great  career  of  conquest  which  he  al- 
ready meditated  in  the  Imperial  dominions.  Never- 
theless, a  large  proportion  of  his  troops  and  officers 
openly  condemned  the  conclusion  of  any  treaty  of  peace 
with  a  monarchical  government ;  and  insisted  that  the 
opportunity  should  not  have  been  suflFered  to  escape, 
of  establishing  a  revolutionary  government  in  the  fron- 
tier state  of  Italy.  But  Napoleon — whose  head  was 
too  strong  to  be  carried  away  by  the  fumes  of  demo- 
cracy, and  who  already  gave  indications  of  that  reso- 
lution to  detach  himself  from  the  cause  of  revolution 
by  which  he  was  ever  after  so  strongly  distinguished 
— ^replied,  that  the  first  duty  of  the  army  was  to  se- 
cure a  firm  base  for  future  operations ;  that  it  was  on 
the  Adige  that  the  French  standard  must  be  established 
to  protect  Italy  from  the  Imperialists ;  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  advance  thus  far  without  being  secured  in 
their  rear ;  that  a  revolutionary  government  in  Pied- 
mont would  require  constant  assistance,  scatter  alarm 
through  Italy,  and  be  a  source  of  weakness  rather  than 
1  ^ap.  ill.  strength ;  whereas  the  Sardinian  fortresses  at  once  put 
Th^' ^li'  *^®  Republicans  in  possession  of  the  keys  of  the  Pen- 
237.         insula.^ 

At  the  same  time,  he  despatched  his  aide-de-camp, 
His  trium-  Murat,  with  the  standards  taken,  to  Paris,  and  ad- 
cUmltS^  dressed  to  his  soldiers  one  of  those  exaggerated  but 
to  his  §oi-  eloquent  proclamations,  which  contributed  as  much  as 
G«oena  in-  his  victories,  by  captivating  the  minds  of  men,  to  his 
at'pwu"  astonishing  success.     "  Soldiers !  you  have  gained  in 
fifteen  days  six  victories,  taken  one->and-twenty  stand- 
ards, fifty-five  pieces  of  cannon,  many  strong  places, 
and  conquered  the  richest  part  of  Piedmont ;  you  have 
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made  fifteen  thousand  prisoners,  killed  or  wounded    chap. 
ten  thousand  men.     Hitherto  you  have  fought  on     ^^' 


sterile  rocks,  illustrious,  indeed,  by  your  courage,  but  179^. 
of  no  avail  to  your  country ;  now  you  rival,  by  your 
services,  the  armies  of  the  Bhine  and  the  North.  Des- 
titute at  first,  you  have  supplied  every  thing.  You 
have  gained  battles  without  cannons;  passed  rivers 
without  bridges ;  made  forced  marches  without  shoes ; 
bivouacked  without  bread !  The  phalanxes  of  the  Re- 
pablic — the  soldiers  of  liberty— were  alone  capable  of 
such  sacrifices.  But,  soldiers,  you  have  done  nothing, 
while  any  thing  remains  to  do.  Neither  Turin  nor 
Milan  is  in  your  hands ;  the  ashes  of  the  conqueror  of 
Tarqnin  are  still  trampled  on  by  the  assassins  of  Basse- 
ville !  I  am  told  that  there  are  some  among  you 
whose  courage  is  giving  way ;  who  would  rather  return 
to  the  summits  of  the  Alps  and  the  Appenines.  No 
— ^I  cannot  believe  it.  The  conquerors  of  Montenotte, 
of  Millesimo,  of  Dego,  of  Mondovi,  burn  to  carry  still 
farther  the  glories  of  the  French  name!''  When 
these  successive  victories,  these  standards,  these  pro- 
clamations, arrived  day  after  day  at  Paris,  the  joy  of 
the  people  knew  no  bounds.  The  first  day  the  gates  of 
the  Alps  were  opened ;  the  next^  the  Austrians  were 
separated  from  the  Piedmontese ;  the  third,  the  Sar- 
dinian army  was  destroyed,  and  the  fortresses  surren- 
dered. The  rapidity  of  the  success,  the  number  of  the 
prisoners,  exceeded  all  that  had  yet  been  witnessed. 
Every  one  asked,  who  was  this  young  conqueror  whose 
fame  had  burst  forth  so  suddenly,  and  whose  procla- 
mations breathed  the  spirit  of  ancient  glory  ?  Three 
times  the  Councils  decreed  that  the  army  of  Italy  had  1  xh.  viu. 
deserved  well  of  their  country,  and  appointed  Bifete  to^^^*.}j 
Victory,  in  honour  of  the  commencement  of  the  cam-sss. 
poign. 
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CHAP.       Having  secured  his  rear  by  this  advantageous  treaty. 


XX. 


Napoleon  lost  no  time  in  pursuing  the  discomfited  re- 
1796.    mains  of  Beaulieu^s  army,  which  had  retired  behind 
the  Po,  in  the  hope  of  covering  the  Milanese  territory. 
DetignB  of  The  forces  of  the  Austrians  were  plainly  now  unequal 
mpo  eon.  ^  ^^^^  struggle  j  a  ccmp-'de^niainj  which  Beaulieu  at- 
tempted on  the  fortresses  of  Alexandria,  Tortona,  and 
Valence,  failed,  and  they  were  immediately  after  sur- 
rendered to  the  Republicans ;  while  the  army  of  Na- 
2a  May.     polcou  was  about  to  be  united  to  the  corps  of  Keller- 
man,  and  the  possession  of  the  Col  di  Tende,  the  prin- 
cipal passage  in  that  quarter  from  France  into  Italy, 
by  the  conclusion  of  the  armistice,  now  rendered  dis- 
posable a  reinforcement  of  above  twenty  thousand  men. 
Napoleon,  on  his  side,  indulged  the  most  brilliant  an- 
ticipations ;  and  confidently  announced  to  the  Direc- 
» joiiL  viu.  tory  that  he  would  cross  the  Po,  expel  the  Austrians 
Tiu'viif     ^^^°^  *^  Milanese  territory,  traverse  the  mountains  of 
i>63.  Hard,  the  Tyrol,  unite  with  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  and  car- 
Nap,  ill.     ry  the  war,  by  the  valley  of  the  Danube,  into  the  heart 
1C4, 166.    ^f  ^1j^  Imperial  dominions.^  * 

Crotses  the  By  inserting  a  clause  in  the  treaty  with  the  King 
proceeds  of  Sardinia,  that  the  French  army  was  to  be  at  liberty 
Beaui'iU.    ^  cross  the  Po  at  Valence,  he  completely  deceived 

•  Napoleon  wrote  to  the  Directory  at  this  period : — "  The  King  of 
Sardinia  has  surrendered  at  discretion,  given  up  three  of  his  strongest 
fortresses,  and  the  half  of  his  dominions.  If  you  do  not  choose  to  ac- 
cept his  submission,  but  resolre  to  dethrone  him,  you  must  amuse  him 
for  a  few  weeks,  and  give  me  warning ;  I  will  get  possession  of  Valence, 
and  march  upon  Turin,  On  the  other  hand,  I  shall  impose  a  contribu- 
tion of  some  millions  on  the  Duke  of  Parma,  detach  twelve  thousand 
men  to  Rome,  as  soon  as  I  have  beaten  Beaulieu  and  driven  him  across 
the  Adige,  and  then  I  am  assured  that  you  will  conclude  peace  with 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  strengthen  me  by  the  army  of  Kellerman. 
As  to  Genoa,  by  all  means  oblige  it  to  pay  fifteen  millions/' — 8€eret 
Despatch  to  Directory,  2%th  April  1796.  Corrui  SeeriU  de  Napoleon, 
I  103. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  7I 

the  Austrians  as  to  the  place  where  the  passage  was    chap. 
to  be  efifected.     The  whole  attention  of  Beaulieu  ha-     ^^' 


ving  been  drawn  to  that  pomt,  the  Bepublican  forces    1790. 
were  rapidly  moved  to  Placentia,  and  began  to  cross 
the  river  in  boats  at  that  place.     Lannes  was  the  first  ''^  ^*J^- 
who  effected  the  passage,  and  the  other  columns  soon 
passed  with  such  rapidity  that  a  firm  footing  was 
established  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  two  days  after- 
wards Napoleon  arrived  with  the  bulk  of  his  forces 
and  established  a  bridge.     By  this  skilful  march  not 
only  the  Po  was  passed,  but  the  Ticino  turned,  as  Pla-  ^  Nap.  lit 
centia  is  below  its  junction  with  the  former  river;  S0Tiii.'s54/ 
that  one  great  obstacle  to  the  conquest  of  Lombardy^J-jj"^- 
was  already  removed.^ 

Beaulieu,  however,  was  now  considerably  reinforced, 
and  his  forces  amounted  to  thirty^six  battalions^  and  AcUods  at 
forty-^our  squadrons,  besides  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
in  all  nearly  forty  thousand  men.     He  was  at  Pavia, 
busily  engaged  in  erecting  fortifications,  when  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  passage  at  Placentia.     He 
immediately  moved  forward  his  advanced  guard,  con- 
sisting of  three  thousand  infantry,  and  two  thousand 
horse,  under  Greneral  Liptay,  to  Fombio,  a  small  town 
a  short  distance  from  the  Bepublican  posts.     Napo- 
leon, who  feared  that  he  might  be  strengthened  in  this 
position,  and  was  well  aware  of  the  danger  of  fight- 
ing a  general  battle  with  a  great  river  in  his  rear, 
lost  no  time  in  advancing  his  forces  to  dislodge  him. 
D'AUemagne,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  attacked 
on  the  right ;  Lanusse  by  the  chaussSe  on  the  centre ; 
and  Lannes  on  the  lefL     After  a  vigorous  resistance, 
the  Austrians  were  expelled  from  the  town,  with  the'  Th.Tiu. 
loss  of  above  a  thousand  men«     Liptay  fell  back  toiii.  ioo.^^ 
Pizzighitone.'     Meanwhile,  Beaulieu  was  advancing  Jj™' ^"'' 
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CHAP,    with  the  bulk  of  his  forces ;  and  the  leading  division 
of  his  army  surprised  General  La  Harpe  in  the  night, 


1796.  ^^^  ^^8  killed  bravely  fighting  at  the  head  of  his  di- 
vision, but  not  before  the  Austrians  had  been  com- 
pelled to  retire. 

The  French  troops  having  now  entered  upon  the 
Gapitttiir  states  of  Parma,  it  was  of  importance  to  establish 
^^4^*^*  matters  on  a  pacific  footing  in  their  rear  before  presa- 
^^1^  ing  forward  to  Milan.  The  Grand  Duke  had  no  mili- 
tary resources  whatever ;  the  victor,  therefore,  resolved 
to  grant  him  terms,  upon  the  surrender  of  what  he 
had  to  give.  He  was  obliged  to  pay  2,000,000  of 
francs  in  silver,  and  to  furnish  sixteen  hundred  artil- 
lery-horses, of  which  the  army  stood  in  great  need, 
besides  great  supplies  of  com  and  provisions.  But  on 
this  occasion  Napoleon  conunenced  another  species  of 
military  contribution,  which  he  has  himself  confessed 
was  unparalleled  in  modem  warfare,  that  of  exacting 
from  the  vanquished  the  surrender  of  their  most  pre- 
cious works  of  art.  Parma  was  compelled  to  give  up 
twenty  of  its  principal  paintings,  among  which  was 
the  celebrated  St  Jerome  by  Correggio.  The  Duke 
offered  a  million  of  francs  as  a  ransom  for  that  ines- 
timable work  of  art,  which  many  of  his  officers  urged 
the  French  general  to  accept,  as  of  much  more  service 
to  the  army  than  the  painting ;  but  Napoleon,  whose 
mind  was  fixed  on  greater  things,  replied — "  The  mil- 
lion which  he  offers  us  would  soon  be  spent ;  but  the 
possession  of  such  a  chef-dPcgmyre  at  Paris  will  adorn 
169*^' Th  *^^*  capital  for  ages,  and  give  birth  to  similar  exer- 
viii.  256.*  tions  of  genius."* 

Thus  commenced  the  system  of  seizing  the  great 
works  of  art  in  the  conquered  states,  which  the 
French  generals  afterwards  carried  to  such  a  height. 
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and  which  finally  produced  the  noble  gallery  of  the   chap. 
Louvre.     The  French  have  since  had  good  reason  to     ^^' 


congratulate  themselves  that  the  Allies  did  not  follow    n^Q^ 
their  bad  example ;  and  that,  on  occasion  of  the  second  commenoe- 
capture  of  Paris,  their  victors  had  the  generosity  to™<»°^o^  , 
content  themselves  with  enforcing  restitution  of  thegyatemof 
abstracted  spoils,  without,  like  them,  compelling  the^^]^{„. 
surrender  of  those  that  had  been  legitimately  acquired.  ^o°*  ^  ^« 
Certainly  it  is  impossible  to  condemn  too  strongly  a  art. 
use  of  the  powers  of  conquest,  which  extends  the 
ravages  of  war  into  the  peaceful  domain  of  the  fine 
arts ;  which  transplants  the  monuments  of  genius  from 
the  regions  where  they  have  arisen,  and  where  they 
can  rightly  be  appreciated,  to  those  where  they  are 
exotics,  and  their  value  cannot  be  understood ;  which 
renders  them,  instead  of  being  the  proud  legacy  of 
genius  to  its  country,  the  mere  trophy  of  a  victor's 
glory ;  which  exposes  them  to  be  tossed  about  by  the 
tide  of  conquest,  and  subjected  to  irreparable  injury 
in  following  the  fleeting  career  of  success ;  and  con- 
verts works,  destined  to  elevate  and  captivate  the 
human  race,  into  the  subject  of  angry  contention,  and 
the  badge  of  temporary  subjugation. 

On  the  18th,  Napoleon  marched  towards  Milan; 
but,  before  arriving  at  that  city,  he  required  to  cross  Tembie 
the  Adda.     The  wooden  bridge  of  LoDi  over  that^^^J^ 
river  was  held  by  a  strong  rearguard,  consisting  ofofLodu 
twelve  thousand  Austrian  infantry  and  four  thousand 
horse ;  while  the  remainder  of  their  forces  had  retired 
to  Cassano,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan.     By  a 
rapid  advance,  he  hoped  to  cut  off  the  bulk  of  their 
troops  from  the  hereditary  states,  and  make  them 
prisoners ;  but  as  there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost 
in  achieving  the  movements  requisite  to  attain  this 
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CHAP,   object,  he  resolved  to  force  the  bridge,  and  thus  get 
|_  into  their  rear.     He  himself  arrived  at  Lodi,  at  the 


1796.    head  of  the  grenadiers  of  D' AUemagne ;  upon  which, 
the  Austrians  withdrew  from  the  town,  and  crossed 
the  river;  drawing  up  their  infantry,  with  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon,  at  the  further  extremity  of  the 
bridge,  to  defend  the  passage.     Napoleon  immediately 
directed  Beaumont,  with  all  tlie  cavalry  of  the  army, 
to  pass  at  a  ford  half  a  league  farther  up,  while  he 
himself  directed  all  the  artillery  which  had  come  up 
against  the  Austrian  battery,  and  formed  six  thousand 
grenadiers  in  close  column,  imder  cover  of  the  houses 
at  his  own  end  of  the  bridge.     No  sooner  did  he  per- 
ceive that  the  discharge  of  the  Austrian  artillery  was 
beginning  to  slacken,  from  the  effect  of  the  French 
fire,  and  that  the  passage  of  the  cavalry  on  their  flank 
had  conmienced,  than  he  addressed  a  few  animating 
words  to  his  soldiers,  and  gave  the  signal  to  advance. 
The  grenadiers  pushed  on  in  double  quick  time  through 
a  cloud  of  smoke  over  the  long  and  narrow  defile  of 
the  bridge.     The  terrible  storm  of  grape-shot  for  a 
loth  Maj.  moment  arrested  their  progress ;    the   front  ranks 
were  entirely  swept  away ;  but  those  in  rear,  finding 
themselves  supported  by  a  cloud  of  tirailleurs,  who 
waded  the  stream  below  the  arches,  and  led  with  he- 
roic courage  by  their  general,  soon  recovered,  and, 
rushing  forward  with  resistless  fury,  carried  the  Aus- 
trian guns,  and  drove  back  their  infantry.     Had  the 
French  cavalry  been  ready  to  profit  by  the  confusion, 
the  whole  corps  of  the  Imperialists  would  have  been 
destroyed ;  but,  as  it  had  not  yet  come  up,  their  nu- 
merous squadrons  protected  the  retreat  of  the  infantry, 
which  retired  with  the  loss  of  two  thousand  men,  and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon.     The  loss  of  the  victors  was 
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at  least  as  great.     The  object  of  this  bold  measaro    chap. 
was  indeed  lost,  for  the  Aastrians,  whom  it  had  been  ' 


intended  to  cut  off,  had  meanwhile  gained  the  oAot^-    1796. 
9ie  of  Brescia,  and  made  irood  their  retreat :  but  it  >  Jom.  vui. 
contributed  greatly  to  exalt  the  character  and  elevate  ^^^  ^j'. 
the  courage  of  the  Republican  troops,  by  inspiring  J^^-^*- 
them  with  the  belief  that  nothing  could  resist  them :  Nmp.  ai 
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and  it  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind  of  Napo-Th.  Tiu.' 
leon,  who  ever  after  styled  it  the  "  the  terrible  passage  |*®>  ^•J- 
of  the  bridge  of  Lodi."^  obtemi- 

The  victory  at  Lodi  had  an  extraordinary  effect  on  ****"* 
the  French  army.     After  each  success,  the  old  sol-orMt 
diers,  who  had  at  first  been  somewhat  distrustful  of  ^^®^ 
their  young  commander,  assembled,  and  gave  him  a  tory. 
new  step  of  promotion.     He  was  made  a  corporal  at 
Lodi ;   and  the  surname  of  ^^  Le   Petit  Caporal,^^ 
thence  acquired,  was  long  remembered  in  the  army. 
When,  in  1815,  he  was  met  by  the   battalion  sent 
against  him  from  the  fortress  of  Grenoble,  the  sol- 
diers, the  moment  they  saw  him,  exclaimed,  ^'  Long 
live  our  little  corporal !  we  will  never  oppose  him." 
Nor  did  this  fearful  passage  produce  a  less  powerful 
impression  on  the  mind  of  the  general.     ^^  The  13th 
Vendemiaire,  and  the  victory  of  Montenotte,"  said 
Napoleon,  ^^  did  not  induce  me  to  believe  myself  a 
superior  character.     It  was  after  the  passage  of  Lodi 
that  the  idea  shot  across  my  mind,  that  I  might  be- 
come a  decisive  actor  on  the  political  theatre.     Then  i  j^  q^ 
arose,  for  the  first  time,  the  spark  of  great  ambition."^*-  ^®2,  i82. 

After  this  disaster,  Beaulieu  retired  behind  the 
Mincio,  leaving  Milan  to  its  fate ;  and  Pizzighitone,  Napoleon 
with  its  garrison  of  five  hundred  men,  capitulated.??.*®" 

*  The  bridge  of  Lodi  exactly  resembles  the  wooden  bridge  over  the 
Clyde  at  Glasgow,  both  in  form,  materials,  and  length. — Pertonal  ohser- 
raHonm 
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CHAP.   Serrurier  was  placed  at  Cremona,  from  whence  he  ob- 
served  the  garrison  of  Mantua,  while  Augereau  pushed 


1796.    ^^  from  Pizzighitone  to  Pavia.     On  the  Idth,  Napo* 

leon  made  his  triumphal  entry  into  Milan  at  the  head 

of  his  troops,  with  all  the  pomp  of  war,  to  the  sound 

^  Th.  viii.  of  military  music,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  an  im- 

iii.  176.     mense  concourse  of  spectators,  and  through  the  lines 

jom.  viu.   ^f  ^^Q  national  guard,  dressed  in  three  colours,  in 

honour  of  the  triumph  of  the  tricolor  flag.^ 

On  this  occasion  the  conqueror  addressed  to  his 
Hu  procia-  soldicrs  auothor  of  those  heartr-stirring  proclamations 
Sew*  to  his  which  so  powerfully  contributed  to  electrify  the  ardent 
tiw'ps.  imagination  of  the  Italians,  and  added  so  much  to  the 
influence  of  his  victories. — "  Soldiers  !  you  have  de* 
scended  like  a  torrent  from  the  summit  of  the  Appe- 
nines;  you  have  overwhelmed  and  dispersed  every 
thing  which  opposed  your  progress.  Piedmont,  deli- 
vered from  the  tyranny  of  Austria,  has  felt  itself  at 
liberty  to  indulge  its  natural  inclination  for  peace,  and 
for  a  French  alliance  :  Milan  is  in  your  hands ;  and 
the  Republican  standards  wave  over  the  whole  of 
Lombardy.  The  Dukes  of  Parma  and  Modena  owe 
their  existence  only  to  your  generosity.  The  army 
which  menaced  you  with  so  much  pride,  can  now  no 
longer  find  a  barrier  to  protect  itself  against  your 
arms :  the  Po,  the  Ticino,  the  Adda,  have  not  been 
able  to  stop  you  a  single  day ;  these  boasted  bulwarks 
of  Italy  have  proved  as  nugatory  as  the  Alps.  Such 
a  career  of  success  has  carried  joy  into  the  bosom  of 
your  country  :  fStes  in  honour  of  your  victories  have 
been  ordered  by  the  National  Representatives  in  all 
the  communes  of  the  Republic ;  there,  your  parents, 
your  wives,  your  sisters,  your  lovers,  rejoice  at  your 
success,  and  glory  in  their  connexion  with  you.  Yes, 
soldiers  !  you  have  indeed  done  much ;  but  much  still 
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remains  to  be  done.     Shall  posterity  say  that  we  knew   chap. 
how  to  conquer,  but  not  how  to  improve  victory? 


Shall  we  find  a  Capua  in  Lombardy  ?  The  hour  of  1795. 
vengeance  has  struck,  but  the  people  of  all  nations 
may  rest  in  peace ;  we  are  the  friends  of  every  people, 
and  especially  of  the  descendants  of  Brutus,  Scipio, 
and  the  other  great  men  whom  we  have  taken  for  ex- 
amples. To  restore  the  Capitol  j  to  replace  there  the 
statues  of  the  heroes  who  have  rendered  it  inmiortal ; 
to  rouse  the  Romans  from  centuries  of  slavery — ^such 
will  be  the  fruit  of  our  victories :  they  will  form  an 
era  in  history ;  to  you  will  belong  the  glory  of  having 
changed  the  face  of  the  most  beautiful  part  of  Europe. 
The  French  people,  free  within  and  dreaded  without, 
will  give  to  Europe  a  glorious  peace,  which  will  in- 
denmify  her  for  all  the  sacrifices  she  has  made  for  the 
last  six  years.  Then  you  will  return  to  your  homes, 
and  your  fellow-citizens  will  say  of  each  of  you  in  pass- 1  Nap.  la. 
ing — *  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  Italy  !'  "^        ^^®" 

Great  was  the  enthusiasm,  unbounded  the  joy,  which 
these  unparalleled  successes  and  eloquent  words  ex-Entbusi- 
cited  among  all  that  ardent  and  generous  part  of  the  J^™^^^^*** 
Italian  people,  who  panted  for  civil  liberty  and  na- ■"«»"» 
tional  independence.     To  them  Napoleon  appeared  as  Democratic 
the  destined  regenerator  of  Italy,  the  hero  who  wasJJJ^/" 
to  achieve  their  liberation  from  Transalpine  oppres- 
sion, and  bring  back  the  glorious  days  of  Roman  vir- 
tue.    His  burning  words,  his  splendid  actions,  the 
ancient  cast  of  his  thoughts,  diffused  an  universal  en- 
chantment.   Even  the  coolest  heads  began  to  turn  at 
the  brilliant  career  thus  begun,  by  a  general  not  yet 
six-and-twenty  years  of  age,  and  the  boundless  antici- 
pations of  future  triumph  of  which  he  spoke  with  pro- 
phetic certainty.     From  every  part  of  Italy  the  young 
and  the  ardent  flocked  to  Milan ;  balls  and  festivities 
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CHAP,   gave  token  of  the  universal  joy ;  every  word  and  look 

'__  of  the  conqueror  was  watched,  the  patriots  compared 

1796.    him  to  Scipio  and  Hannibal,  and  the  ladies  on  the 
1  Bot  I     popular  side  knew  no  bounds  to  their  adulation.^ 
Th.  Tiii.'        ^^^  ^^s  illusion  was  of  short  duration,  and  Italy 
265.         ^a^  gQQQ^  destined  to  experience  the  bitter  fate  and 
Cruel  dis-  crucl  degradation  of  every  people  who  look  for  their 
S^e  mLion  deliverance  to  foreign  assistance.     In  the  midst  of  the 
Frendi      gGi^eral  joy»  a  contribution  of  twenty  millions  of  francs, 
oontribu-    or  L. 800,000  sterling,  struck  Milan  with  astonishment, 
**°"'-        and  wounded  the  Italians  in  their  tenderest  partr- 
their  domestic  and  economical  arrangements.      So 
enormous  a  contribution  upon  a  single  city,  seemed 
scarcely  possible  to  be  realized ;  but  the  sword  of  the 
victor  offered  no  alternative.     Great  requisitions  were 
at  the  same  time  made  of  horses  for  the  artillery  and 
cavalry  in  all  the  Milanese  territory  ;  and  provisions 
were  amassed  on  all  sides,  at  the  expense  of  the  in- 
habitants, for  which  they  received  nothing,  or  Repub- 
17th  May.  Ucau  paper  of  no  value.     Nor  did  the  Duke  of  Modena 
escape  more  easily.     He  was  compelled  to  purchase 
peace  by  a  contribution  of  ten  millions  of  francs  in 
money,  or  stores  for  the  army,  and  to  submit  to  the 
•  Th.  viii  exaction  of  twenty  paintings  from  his  gallery  for  the 
^' 1^™*  Republican  Museum.      Liberated  Italy  was  treated 
183"  ^"'     ^^*^  more  severity  than  is  generally  the  lot  of  con- 
quered states.^ 

Thus  commenced  the  system  of  ^^  making  war  sup- 
War  made  port  war,^^  which  contributed  so  much  to  the  early 
tojupport  g^^gga  Qf  ii^Q  Republican  arms,  which  compensated 

for  all  the  penury  and  exhaustion  of  the  Republican 
territory,  which  raised  to  the  clouds  the  glory  of  the 
empire,  and  occasioned  with  certainty  its  ultimate  de- 
struction. France,  abounding  with  men,  but  destitute 
of  resources — ^incapable  of  supporting  war,  from  the 
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entire  stoppage  of  domestic  industry,  but  teeming  with    chap. 
a  restless  and  indigent  population— -found  in  tliis  sys-     ^^' 


tern  the  means  of  advancement  and  opulence.  While  1700. 
the  other  armies  of  the  Republic  were  suffering  under 
the  horrors  of  penury,  and  could  hardly  find  food  for 
their  support,  or  clothes  for  their  covering,  the  army 
of  Italy  was  rolling  in  opulence,  and  the  spoils  of  van- 
quished states  gave  them  every  enjoyment  of  life. 
From  that  time  there  was  no  want  of  soldiers  to  fol- 
low the  career  of  the  conqueror ;  the  Alps  were  co- 
vered with  files  of  troops  pressing  forward  to  the 
theatre  of  glory,  and  all  the  chasms  occasioned  by  the 
relentless  system  of  war  which  he  followed,  were  filled 
up  by  the  multitudes  whom  the  illusion  of  victory 
brought  to  his  standard.  But  the  Republican  soldiers 
were  far  from  anticipating  the  terrible  reverses  to 
which  this  system  of  spoliation  was  ultimately  to  lead, 
or  that  France  was  destined  to  jgroan  under  exactions, 
as  severe  as  those  she  now  so  liberally  inflicted  upon 
others.  Clothed,  fed,  and  lodged  at  the  expense  of 
the  Milanese,  the  soldiers  pursued  with  thoughtless 
eagerness  the  career  of  glory  which  was  stretched  be- 
fore them.  The  artillery,  the  cavalry,  were  soon  in 
the  finest  condition,  and  hospitals  established  for  fifteen 
thousand  sick  in  the  different  towns  in  the  conquered 
territory;  for  to  that  immense  number  had  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  marches,  and  the  multiplicity  of  the  com- 
bats, swelled  the  sick  list.  Having  amply  provided 
for  his  own  army,  Napoleon  dispatched  several  mil- 
lions by  the  route  of  Genoa  for  the  service  of  tbeijij.  ^^^ 
Directory,  and  one  million  over  the  Alps  to  Moreau,  l^l»  ^> 

^.  1  •  1.1  #.i-rT  266.    Nap. 

to  relieve  the  pressmg  wants  of  the  army  of  the  Upper  cor.  conf. 
Rhine.^  ^'  '*^- 

These  great  successes  already  began  to  inspire  the 
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CHAP.   French  Govemment  with  jealousy  of  their  lieutenant, 
^^'     and  they  in  consequence  transmitted  an  order  by  which 


1795.    Kellerman,  with  twenty  thousand  men,  was  to  com- 
The  Diree-  maud  ou  the  left  bank  of  the  Po,  and  cover  the  siege 
loui'ofhw  ^^  Mantua,  while  Napoleon,  with  the  remainder  of 
power,       the  forces,  was  to  march  upon  Rome  and  Naples. 
Napoleon    But  he  was  both  too  proud  to  submit  to  any  division 
to  R^t-  ^^  ^^^  authority,  and  too  sagacious  not  to  see  that,  by 
He  refbses.  thus  Separating  the  forces,  and  leaving  only  a  small 
army  in   the  north  of  Italy,  the  Austrians  would 
speedily  regain  their  lost  ground,  drive  their  inconsi- 
derable opponents  over  the  Alps,  and  cut  off,  without 
the  possibility  of  escape,  the  corps  in  the  south  of  the 
Peninsula.     He,  therefore,  at  once  resigned  his  com- 
mand, accompanying  it  with  the  observation,  that  one 
bad  general  is  better  than  two  good  ones.     The  Direc- 
tory, however,  unable  to  dispense  with  the  services  of 
their  youthful  officer,  immediately  reinstated  him,  and 
abandoned  their  project,  which  was  indeed  in  itself  so 
1  Tb.  viii.  absurd  as  would  have  thrown  great  doubts  on  the  mi- 
uT'im!*^*  htary  capacity  of  Camot,  the  minister  at  war,  if  it  had 
Jom.  viiL   not  in  reality  been  suggested  by  the  wish  to  extinguish 
the  rising  ambition  of  Napoleon.** 

*  Napoleon  on  this  occasion  wrote  to  Camot : — "  Kellennan  would 
command  the  army  as  well  as  I ;  for  no  one  is  more  convinced  than  I 
am  of  the  courage  and  audacity  of  the  soldiers ;  but  to  unite  as  toge- 
ther would  ruin  every  thing.  I  will  not  serve  with  a  man  who  considers 
himself  the  first  general  in  Europe ;  and  it  is  better  to  have  one  bad 
general  than  two  good  ones.  War  is,  like  govemment,  decided  in  a 
great  degree  by  tact."  To  the  Directory  he  observed, — "  It  is  in  the 
highest  degree  impolitic  to  divide  into  two  the  army  of  Italy,  and  not 
less  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  Bepnblic,  to  place  at  its  head  two 
different  generals.  The  expedition  to  Leghom,  Rome,  and  Naples,  is  a 
very  inconsiderable  matter,  and  should  be  made  by  divisions  in  echeUon, 
ready,  at  a  moment's  waming,  to  wheel  about  and  face  the  Austrians  on 
the  Adige.    To  perform  it  with  suocess,  both  armies  mutt  be  under  the 
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In  less  than  ten  days  after  the  occupation  of  Milan,    c;hap. 
national  guards  in  the  Republican  interest  were  or-_ 


ganized  in  the  whole  of  Lombardy;  revolutionary    1796. 
authorities  were  every  where  established,  and  the  coun- 
try rendered   subservient  to  the  military  power  of  Alarming 

1  mill  ■■■nil, 

France.  The  garrison  of  two  thousand  men,  which  tion  at 
Beaulieu  had  left  in  the  citadel  of  Milan,  was  closely  ^^^ 
invested,  and  the  headquarters  moved  to  Lodi.  But 
an  event  here  occurred  which  threatened  great  danger 
to  the  French  army,  and  was  only  averted  by  the  de- 
cision and  severity  of  their  chief.  Opinions  were 
much  divided  in  Italy,  as  in  all  states  undergoing  the 
crisis  of  a  revolution,  on  the  changes  which  were  go« 

command  of  one  genoraL  I  have  hitherto  conducted  the  campaign  with* 
oat  consulting  any  one ;  the  result  would  have  been  veiy  different  if  I 
had  been  obliged  to  reconcile  my  views  with  those  of  anotfaen  If  yon 
impose  npom  me  rexations  of  eyery  description ;  if  I  must  refer  all  my 
steps  to  the  commissaries  of  government ;  if  they  are  authorized  to 
change  ray  movements,  to  send  away  my  troops,  expect  no  further  suc- 
cess. If  you  weaken  your  resonrces  by  dividing  your  forces ;  if  you  dis- 
tarb  in  Italy  the  unity  of  militaiy  thought^  I  say  it  with  grief,  you  will 
lose  the  fairest  opportunity  that  ever  occurred  of  giving  laws  to  that  fine 
peninsula.  In  the  position  of  the  affairs  of  the  Republic,  it  is  indispen- 
sable thai  you  possess  a  general  who  enjoys  your  confidence ;  if  I  do  not 
do  so,  I  shall  not  complain,  and  shall  do  my  utmost  to  manifest  my  zeal 
in  the  service  which  you  intrust  to  me.  Every  one  has  his  own  method 
of  carrying  on  war ;  Kellerman  has  more  experience,  and  may  do  it  bet- 
ter thsoi  I ;  but  together  we  would  do  nothing  but  mischief.  Your  reso^  i  Corresp. 
Intion  on  this  matter  is  of  more  importance  than  the  fifteen  thousand  Secrdte 
men  whom  the  Emperor  has  just  sent  to  Beaulieu."^  But  Napoleon  did  ^*P*  i* 
not  intrust  this  important  matter  merely  to  these  arguments,  strong  as  ' 
they  weve.  Murat,  who  was  still  at  Paris,  received  instruetions  to  ui* 
fonn  Barraa,  th4t  a  million  of  francs  were  deposited  at  Genoa  for  his 
private  use ;  and  the  influence  of  Josephine  was  employed  both  with  him 
and  Camot  to  prevent  the  threatened  division,  and  the  result  was  that  it 
was  abandoned*  "  The  Directory,"  said  Carnot,  "  has  maturely  con* 
tidered  yoor  arguments ;  and  the  confidence  which  they  have  in  your 
talents  and  republican  zeal,  have  decided  the  matter  in  your  favour* 
Kellerman  will  remain  at  Chamberry,  and  you  may  adjourn  the  expedi- 
tion to  Borne  as  long  as  yon  please." — Habdsitbbbo,  iii.  49, 3S1* 

VOL.  III.  F 


82  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP,   ing  forward*     The  lower  clajsses  in  the  towns  had  been 
^^'     moved  by  the  equality  which  the  French  every  where 


1796.  proclahned;  but  the  peasantry  in  the  country,  less 
liable  to  the  contagion  of  new  principles,  and  more 
under  the  influence  of  the  nobility  and  priests,  were 
still  firmly  attached  to  the  ancient  rSgirM,  with  which 
the  Austrian  authority  was  now  identified.  When 
men's  minds  were  in  this  divided  state,  the  prodigious 
contributions  levied  upon  Milan,  and  the  vast  requisi- 
tions of  provisions  and  horses  which  had  been  made 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  over  the  whole  coimtry  districts^ 
inflamed  the  rural  population  to  the  highest  d^ree. 
The  people  of  Lombardy  did  not  consider  themselves 
as  conquered,  nor  expect  to  be  treated  as  such :  they 
had  welcomed  the  French  as  deliverers,  and  now  they 
found  a  severer  yoke  fastened  about  their  necks  than 
that  from  which  they  had  just  escaped.  Roused  to 
indignation  by  such  treatment,  a  general  insurrection 
was  rapidly  organized  over  the  whole  of  that  beauti- 
ful district.  An  attack,  in  concert  with  a  sortie  from 
the  garrison  of  the  castle,  was  made  on  Milan  ;  and 
though  it  failed,  the  insurgents  were  more  suocessful 
1  Th.  yUi.  at  Pavia,  where  the  people  rose  against  the  garrison. 
Nap.  i\L  forced  it  to  capitulate,  admitted  eight  thousand  armed 
J^'.vui.  P«»««t8  within  Uieir  walls,  and  closed  their  gates 
136.         against  the  French  troops. 

The  danger  was  imminent ;  the  tocsin  sounded  in 
storm  and  all  the  paHshcs ;  the  least  retrograde  movement  would 
^7  by  the  htkre  augmented  the  evil,  and  compelled  the  retreat 
^^^      of  the  army,  whose  advanced  posts  were  already  on 
the  Oglio.     In  these  circumstances,  prudence  pre- 
scribed temerity ;  and  Napoleon  advanced  in  person 
to  crush  the  insurgents.     Their  vanguard,  posted  at 
Brescia,  was  routed  by  Lannes;  the  village  burnt, 
and  a  hundred  of  the  peasants  killed ;  but  this  severe 
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example  having  failed  in  producing  intimidation,  he   chap. 
marched  himself  next  day  to  the  walls  of  Pavia,  with 


dx  pieces  of  light  artillery.     The  grenadiers  rushed    lyg^, 
forward  to  the  gates,  whLoh  they  broke  open  with 
hatchets :  while  the  artillery  cleared  the  ramparts, 
the  victorious  troops  broke  into  the  town,  which  the 
peasants  precipitately  abandoned  to  its  fate.    Napo- 
leon, wishing  to  terrify  the  insurgents,  ordered  the 
magistrates  and  leaders  of  the  revolt  to  be  shot,  and 
the  city  to  be  delivered  up  to  plunder;  while  the 
unhappy  peasants,  pursued  into  the  plain  by  the  French 
dragoons,  were  cut  down  in  great  numbers.     The  pilr 
Uige  continued  the  whole  day,  and  that  opulent  and 
flourishing  town  underwent  all  the  horrors  of  war ; 
but  the  terrible  example  crushed  the  insurrection  i  xh.  viii. 
over  the  whole  of  Lombardy,  where  tranquillity  was  fj^ig^*^' 
speedily  re-established,  and  hostages  were  taken  from  Jom.  vin. 
the  principal  families  and  dispatched  into  France.^      i.  3^^  soi. 

In  this  act  was  displayed  another  feature  of  Na-  . 
poleon's  character,  who,  without  being  unnecessarily  Moni  re. 
cruel,  never  hesitated  to  adopt  the  most  sanguinary  ^^^ 
measures  wh^i  requisdte  for  his  own  purposes.     Pil-  thu  system 
lage  and  rapine,  indeed,  invariably  follow  the  capture  m.  ^^^ 
of  a  town  carried  by  assault,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
prevent  it :  but  Napoleon  in  this  instance  authorized 
it  by  a. general  order,  and  shot  the  leading  persons  of 
the  city  in  cold  blood.     It  is  in  vain  to  appeal  to  the 
usages  of  war  for  a  vindication  of  such  crudty ;  the  in- 
habitants of  Pavia  were  notsubjects  of  France  who  were 
not  entitled  to  resist  its  authority ;  they  were  Austrian 
citiz^is,  entitled  to  defend  their  country  from  invasion. 
Nor  can  it  be  said  they  were  not  soldiers,  and  that 
simple  citizens  have  no  title  to  interfere  with  the  con- 
tests of  hostile  armies ;  the  words  of  Napoleon  him- 
self furnish  his  own  condemnation :— **^  It  is  the  first 
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CHAP,   duty,*'  fiaid  the  Emperor,  in  bis  proclamation  to  the 
^^'     peasantry  of  France,  in  February  1814,  "  of  every 


1796.  <^itizen  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  his  country. 

1  Procia-  Let  the  peasantry  every  where  organize  themselves  in 

March '5  ^^^9  ^^^^  ^^^^  wcapous  as  they  can  find ;  let  them 

1814.  fall  upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  invaders;  and 

smith's  let  a  consuming  fire  envelope  the  presumptuous  host 

^^^'  which  has  dared  to  violate  the  territory  of  the  great 

Infra,  X.       natlOU."^ 

Having  by  this  severity  stifled  the  spirit  of  insur* 
ssthMay.  rectiou  in  his  rear.  Napoleon  continued  his  march, 
^•^gj^and,  on  the  28th,  entered  the  great  city  of  Brescia, 
cia  and  the  situated  ou  tbc  ucutral  territory  of  Venice.     Mean- 
territorj.    whilc,  Beaulicu  experienced  the  usual  fate  of  a  reti- 
ring army,  that  of  being  weakened  by  the  garrisons 
necessary  for  the  fortified  places  which  it  leaves  un- 
covered in  its  retreat.     He  threw  twenty  battalions 
of  his  best  troops  into  Mantua,  and  took  up  a  defen- 
sive position  along  the  line  of  the  Mincio.     There  he 
S9th  May.  was  assailcd  on  the  following  day  by  Napoleon,  who, 
after  forcing  a  bridge  in  front  of  his  position,  attacked 
his  rearguard  at  Vallegio  with  all  his  cavalry,  and 
'  Nap.  iu.  made  prisoners,  in  spite  of  the  bravest  efforts  of  the 
Tiiii  130, '  Austrian  horse,  twelve  hundred  men,  and  took  five 
^**'         pieces  of  cannon.^ 

When  the  French  army  entered  the  Venetian  ter- 

£e*vrai-°  ^^^ry»  ^^^  it  l^  become  evident  that  the  flames  of 
tUn  Senate  war  Were  approaching  its  capital,  it  was  warmly  dis- 
ahooid  be    cusscd  in  the  Venetian  Senate  what  course  the  Re- 
done,       public  should  pursue  in  the  perilous  circumstances 
that  had  occurred.    Peschiera  had  been  occupied  by 
the  Attstrians,  but,  being  abandoned  by  them,  was 
instantly  seized  by  the  French,  who  insisted  that, 
though  a  Venetian  fortress,  yet,  having  been  seized 
by  one  of  the  belligerent  powers,  it  had  now  become 
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the  fair  conquest  of  the  other ;  and,  at  the  same   chap. 


XX. 


time,  Napoleon  threatened  the  Republic  with  all  the 
vengeance  of  France,  if  the  Count  de  Lille,  after-  1796. 
wards  Louis  XVIII.,  who  had  long  resided  at  Vero- 
na, was  not  immediately  compelled  to  leave  their 
territories.  The  Republican  forces,  under  Massena, 
were  advancing  towards  Verona,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  take  a  decided  line.  On  the  one  hand  it  was 
urged,  that  France  had  now  proclaimed  principles 
subversive  of  all  regular  governments,  and  in  an 
especial  manner  inimical  to  the  aristocracy  of  Venice ; 
that  certain  ruin»  either  from  foreign  violence  or  do- 
mestic revolution,  was  to  be  expected  from  their  suc- 
cess ;  that  the  haughty  tone  even  now  assumed  by 
the  conqueror,  already  shewed  that  he  looked  upon  all 
the  continental  possessions  of  the  Repubhc  as  his 
own,  and  was  only  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  seize 
them  for  the  French  nation ;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
sole  course  left,  was  to  throw  themselves  into  the 
arms  of  Austria,  the  natural  ally  of  all  regular  go- 
vernments. On  the  other,  it  was  contended  that  they 
must  beware  lest  they  mistook  a  temporary  irruption  of 
the  Republicans  for  a  permanent  settlement ;  that  Italy 
had  in  every  age  been  the  tomb  of  the  French  armies ; 
that  the  forces  of  the  present  invader,  how  successful 
soever  they  had  hitherto  been,  were  unequal  to  a  per- 
manent occupation  of  the  Peninsula,  and  would  in  the 
end  yield  to  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  Germans;  that 
Austria,  therefore,  the  natural  enemy  of  Venice,  and 
the  power  which  coveted,  would,  in  the  end,  attempt 
to  seize,  its  territorial  possessions ;  that  their  forces 
were  now  expelled  from  Lombardy,  and  could  not  r&* 
snme  the  offensive  for  two  months,  a  period  which 
would  suffice  to  the  French  general  to  destroy  the 
Republic ;  that  interest,  therefore,  equally  with  pra-^ 
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CHA.P.  dence,  prescribed  that  they  should  attach  themselTes 
^^     to  the  cause  of  France;  obtam  thereby  a  barrier 


1706.    %^^t  ^^6  ambition  of  their  powerful  neighbour,  and 

receive  in  recompense  for  their  services  part  of  the 

Italian  dominions  of  the  Austrian  empire.     That  in 

so  doing,  they  must,  it  is  true,  to  a  certain  degree 

modify  their  form  of  government ;  but  that  was  no 

more  than  the  spirit  of  the  age  required,  and  was  ab* 

solutely  indispensable  to  secure  the  dominion  of  their 

continental  possessions.     A  third  party,  few  in  num-- 

bers  but  resolute  in  purpose,  contended,  that  the  only 

safe  course  was  that  of  an  armed  neutrality ;  that  the 

forces  of  the  Republic  should  be  instantly  raised  to 

^  Bot.  i.     fifty  thousand  men,  and  either  of  the  belligerent 

408^  409!    powers  which  should  violate  their  territory,  threatened 

276  ^870    ^^  '^®  whole  vengeance  of  the  Republic* 

Had  the  Venetians  possessed  the  firmness  of  the 
They  Roman  Senate,  they  would  have  adopted  the  first 
^««t^thc  course;  had  they  been  inspired  by  the  spirit  of  the 
hortiiity  of  Athenian  democracy,  they  would  have  followed  the 
second;  had  they  been  animated  by  the  courage  of 
the  Swiss  confederacy,  they  might  have  taken  the 
third.  In  either  case  the  Republic  would  probably 
have  been  saved ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  consider  the 
long  and  equal  struggle  which  ensued  round  Mantua, 
between  France  and  Austria,  without  being  convinced 
that  a  considerable  body,  even  of  Italian  troops,  might 
have  then  cast  the  balance.  The  Venetian  Govern- 
ment possessed  a  country  inhabited  by  three  millions 
of  souls ;  the  capital  was  beyond  the  reach  of  attack ; 
their  army  could  easily  be  raised  to  fifty  thousand 
men ;  thirteen  regiments  of  Sclavonians  in  their  ser- 
vice were  good  troops ;  their  fleet  ruled  the  Adria- 
tic. But  Venice  was  worn  out  and  corrupted ;  its  no- 
bles, drowned  in  pleasure,  were  destitute  of  energy; 
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its  peasantry,  inured  to  peace,  were  unequal  to  wai* ;   chap. 
its  defence,  trusted  merely  to  mercenary  troops,  rested     ^^ 
<m  a  tottering  foundation.     They  adopted  in  conse-    1790^ 
quenoe  the  most  thnid  course,  which,  in  presence  of 
danger,  is  generally  the  most  perilous :  they  made  no 
warlike  preparations ;  hut  merely  sent  commissioners 
to  the  French  general  to  deprecate  his  hostility,  and 
endeaTOur  to  secure  his  good-will.     The  consequence' ^'* 
waa,  what  might  have  been  anticipated  from  conduct  Nap.  Hi.* 
80  unworthy  of  the  ancient  fame  of  Venice  :  the  com-  Tb!'^L ' 
QiisaonerB  were  disregarded;  the  war  was  carried ^^^9; 
<Hi  in  the  Venetian  territories,  and  at  its  close  the  357. ' 
Repnblic  was  swept  from  the  book  of  nations.^ 
Massena  entered  the  magnificent  city  of  Verona, 

•  In  adopting  ibis  eovxBOy  Napoleon  exceeded  the  inttraciioiiB  of  hi« 
gorenuneni ;  and,  indeed,  on  him  alone  appears  to  rest  the  atrocious 
perfidy  and  dissimulation  exercised  in  the  sequel  towards  that  Republic. 
The  direetions  of  the  Directory  vers  as  follows : — **  Venice  should  be  '  Correep. 
tosaied  4m»  a  iteiUraif  but  not  a  friendly  power ;  it  has  done  nothing  to  ^!f^' 
merit  the  latter  character.'    But  to  the  Venetian  commissioners,  Napo-  i^qq^  ^ 
leon  from  the  first  used  the  most  izisulting  and  rigorous  language. 
^  Venice,''  said  he,  **  by  daring  to  give  an  asylum  to  the  Count  de  Lille, 
a  pretender  io  the  throne  of  France,  has  declared  war  against  the  Be- 
public     I  know  not  why  I  should  not  reduce  Verona  to  ashes — a  town  3  Haid.  iii. 
which  had  the  presumption  to  esteem  itself  the  capital  of  France."'  96 !• 
He  declared  to  them  that  he  would  carry  that  threat  into  execution  that 
very  nighty  if  an  immediate  aonender  did  not  take  place.    The  perfidy 
of  hia  views  against  Venice,  even  at  this  early  period,  was  fully  evinced 
in  his  Secret  Despatch  to  the  Directory  on  7th  June.    "  If  your  oh- 
Jeet,'*  said  he,  ^  is  to  extract  fire  or  six  millions  out  of  Venice,  I  have 
secaxed  for  you  a  pretence  te  a  rupture.    You  may  demand  it  as  an 
indemnity  for  the  combat  of  Boighetto,  which  I  was  obliged  to  sustain 
to  take  Peschiera.    If  you  have  more  decided  viewt  we  mutt  take  eare 
not  to  iei  ihmi  tubfeei  of  diBcord  drop  ;  tell  me  what  you  wish,  and  be 
sssMnid  I  win  seise  the  most  fitting  oppc^unity  of  carrying  it  into 
execution,  according  to  circumstances,  for  we  must  take  care  not  to  *  Correep. 
have  all  the  world  on  our  hands  at  once."^    The  truth  of  the  affair  of  Secr^  de 
Peeehiera  is,  thai  the  Venetians  were  cruelly  deceived  by  the  Auatrians,  ^*P'  ^'  ^^- 
who  dimiMidf^  a  PMsage  for  filly  men,  and  then  aeiaed  the  town. 
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CHAP,   the  frontier  city  of  the  Venetian  donuniona,  sitaated 
'     on  the  Adige,  and  a  military  position  of  the  highest 


1796.    importance  for  future  operations,  in  the  beginning  of 
Manena     Juuc.     Its  positiou  at  the  entrance' of  the  great  valley 

roi^Jd"  of  ^^^  ^^g^i  «^d  on  the  high  road  from  the  Tyrol 
Napoleon    Jnto  Lombardy,  rendered  it  the  advanced  post  of  the 
•d  on  the    French  army,  in  covering  the  siege  of  Mantua.     He 
^^^'       occupied,  at  the  same  time,  Porto  Legnago,  a  fortified 
town  on  the  Adige,  and  which,  along  with  Verona, 
strengthened  that  stream,  whose  short  and  rapid  course 
from  the  Alps  to  the  Po  formed  the  best  military  fron- 
vjm  ^'     ^^^  ^f  Italy.     There  Napoleon  received  the  commis* 
sioners  of  Venice,  who  vainly  came  to  deprecate  the 
victor's  wrath,  and  induce  him  to  retire  from  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Republic.     With  such  terror  did  his 
menaces  inspire  them,  that  the  Venetian  government 
itSs.**      concluded  a  treaty,  by  which  they  agreed  to  furnish 
supplies  of  every  sort  for  the  army,  and  secretly  pay  for 
I  Th.  Tiii.  them  :  and  the  commissioners,  overawed,  by  the  com- 
Hard.  iii.   mandiug  air  and  stern  menaces  of  Napoleon,  wrote  to 
uTko?*^  the  Senate — ;*'  This  young  man  will  one  day  have  an 
important  influence  on  the  destinies  of  his  country.^ 
Napoleon  was  now  firmly  established  on  the  line 
Deicrip-     of  the  Adige,   the  possession   of  which  he  always 
biodnde  of  ^^ooD^^d  of  SO  much  importance,  and  to  the  neglect  of 
Mantua,     which  ho  ascribcd  all  the  disasters  of  the  succeeding 
campaigns  of  the  French  in  Italy.     Nothing  remain- 
ed but  to  make  himself  master  of  Mantua ;  and  the 
immense  efforts  made  by  both  parties  for  that  place, 
prove  the  vast  importance  of  fortresses  in  modern 
war.      Placed  in  the  middle  of  unhealthy  marshes, 
which  are  traversed  only  by  five  cJuiusseeSj  strong  in 
its  situation,  as  well  as  the  fortifications  which  sur- 
round it,  this  town  is  truly  the  bulwark  of  Austria 
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and  Italy,  without  the  possession  of  which  the  con-   chap. 
quest  of  Lombardy  must  be  deemed  insecore,  and 


that  of  the  Hereditary  States  cannot  be  attempted.    X795, 
The  entrance  of  two  only  of  the  chcmsiiesy  which  ap- 
proached it,  were  defended  by  fortifications  at  that 
time ;  so  that  by  placing  troops  at  these  points,  and 
drawing  a  cordon  round  the  others,  it  was  an  easy 
matter  to  blockade  the  place,  even  with  an  inferior 
force.     Serrurier  sat  down  before  this  fortress,  in  the 
middle  of  June,  with  ten  thousand  men ;  and  with  this  i4tii  June, 
inconsiderable  force,  skilfully  disposed  at  the  entrance 
of  the  highways  which  crossed  the  lake,  and  round  its 
shores,  he  contrived  to  keep  in  check  a  garrison  of 
fourteen  thousand  soldiers,  of  whom,  it  is  true,  more 
than  a  third  encumbered  the  hospitals  of  the  place. 
As  the  siege  of  this  important  fortress  required  a  con- 
siderable time.  Napoleon  had  leisure  to  deliberate  con- 
cerning  the  ulterior  measures  which  he  should  pur- 
sue.     An  army  of  forty-five  thousand  men,  which  had 
so  rapidly  overrun  the  north  of  Italy,  could  not  ven- 
ture to  penetrate  into  the  Tyrol  and  Germany,  the 
mountains  of  which  were  occupied  by  Beaulieu^s  forces, 
aided  by  a  warlike  peasantry,  and  at  the  same  time 
carry  on  the  blockade  of  Mantua,  for  which  at  least 
fifteen  thousand  men  would  be  required.     Moreover, 
the  southern  powers  of  Italy  were  not  yet  subdued ; 
and,  though  little  formidable  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  they  might  prove  highly  dangerous  to  the  block- 
ading force,  if  the  bulk  of  the  Republican  troops  were 
engaged  in  the  defiles  of  the  Tyrol,  while  the  French  1  Nap.  iu. 
armies  on  the  Rhine  were  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  J^^";. 
give  them  any  assistance.     Influenced  by  these  con- 1*®.   Th. 
siderations.  Napoleon  resolved  to  take  advantage  ofpex^onai' 
the  pause  in  military  operations,^  which  the  blockade  ^^^^^" 
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CHAP,   of  Mautaa  and  retreat  of  Beaulieu  afforded,  to  clear 
the  enemies  in  his  rear»  and  establish  the  French  in- 


1796.    fluence  to  the  sonth  of  the  Apennines. 

The  King  of  Naples,  alarmed  at  the  retreat  of  the 
Napoleon    C^orman  troops,  and  fearful  of  having  the  whole  forces 
roMWes  to  ^f  ^]^q  RepubUc  upon  his  own  hands,  upon  the  £lrst 
against      appearanco  of  their  advance  to  the  south,  solicited 
i^d'^me  an  armistice,  which  the  French  commander  readily 
ausSm  °  granted,  and  which  was  followed  by  the  secesaon  of 
Buoooan     the  Neapolitan  cavalry,  two  thousand  four  hundred 
"^^^'      strong,  from  the  Imperial  army.     Encouraged  by 
5th  Jane,    this  defection.  Napoleon  resolved  instantly  to  proceed 
against  the  ecclesiastical  and  Tuscan  states,  in  order 
to  extinguish  the  hostility,  which  was  daily  becoming 
more  inveterate,  to  the  south  of  the  Apennines.     In 
truth,  the  ferment  was  extreme  in  all  the  cities  of 
Lombardy;  and  every  hour  rendered  more  marked 
the  separation  between  the  aristocratical  and  demo- 
cratical  parties.     The  ardent  spirits  in  Milan,  Bologna, 
Bresda,  Parma,  and  all  the  great  towns  of  that  fer- 
tile district,  were  in  fuU  revolutionary  action,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  their  citizens  seemed  resolved  to 
throw  off  the  patrician  influence  under  which  they  had 
so  long  existed,  and  establish  republics  on  the  model 
of  the  great  Transalpine  democracy.     Wakened  by 
these  appearances  to  a  sense  of  die  danger  which 
threatened  them,  the  aristocratic  party  were  every 
where  strengthening  themselves:  the  nobles  in  the 
Genoese  fiefs  were  collecting  forces ;  the  English  had 
made  themselves  masters  of  Leghorn ;  and  the  Roman 
pontiff  was  threatening  to  exert  his  feeble  strength. 
sis'^alti  Napoleon  knew  that  Wurmser,  who  had  been  detached 
414, 4S0.*  from  the  army  of  the  Upper  Rhine  wiih  thirty  thou- 
293, 204.    Band  men,  to  restore  affedrs  in  Italy,^  could  not  be  at 
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Verona  before  the  middle  of  July,  and  before  then   chap. 
there  appeared  time  to  subdue  the  states  of  central  _ 


Italy,  and  secure  the  rear  of  his  army.  1796. 

Having  left  fifteen  thousand  men  before  Mantua, 
and  twenty  diousand  on  the  Adige,  to  cover  its  block- 
ade, the  French  general  set  out  himself,  with  the  di- 
vision of  Augereau,  to  cross  the  Apennines.    He  re-  June  29. 
turned,  in  the  first  instance,  to  Milan,  opened  the 
trenches  before  its  castle,  and  pressed  the  siege,  so  as  cuUe  of 
to  compel  its  surrender,  which  took  place  shortly  after,  t^ien.  oe. 
From  thence  he  proceeded  against  the  Genoese  fiefs.  JJJJS^J^' 
Lannes,  with  twelve  hundred  men,  stormed  Arqua- Enters 
ta,  the  chief  seat  of  hostilities ;  burned  the  village ;  and  ^ 
shot  the  principal  inhabitants ;  and,  by  these  severe  ^^^^ 
measures,  so  intimidated  the  Senate  of  Genoa,  that 
they  implicitly  submitted  to  the  conqueror,  sent  off 
the  Austrian  minister,  and  agreed  to  the  occupation 
of  all  the  military  posts  in  their  territory  by  the 
French  troops.    From  thence  Napoleon  moved  to- 
wards the  Apennines,  entered  Modena,  where  he  was 
recmved  with  every  demonstration  of  joy ;  and,  on  the 
road  to  Bologna,  made  himself  master  of  the  fort  of 
Urbino,  with  sixty  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  which 
proved  a  most  seasonable  supply  for  the  siege  of  Man- 
tua.    His  appearance  at  Bologna,  which  has  always 
been  distinguished  beyond  [any  other  city  in  Italy  by 
liberal  opinions,  was  the  signal  for  universal  intoxi- 

authority;  while  Napoleon  encouraged  the  j»*opaga- 
tion  of  every  principle  which  was  calculated  to  dis-i  joni.Tiii. 
member  the  Ecclesiastical  territories.     The  Italian  ^^' J^^^g 
troops  were  pursued  to  Ferrara,  which  the  Republi-  xh.  tul 
cans  entered  without  opposition,  and  made  themselves Kaii^ m' 
masters  of  its  arsenal,^  containing  114  pieces  of  artil-*^*- 
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CHAP,   lery ;  while  General  Vaubois  crossed  the  Apennines, 
^^'     and,  avoiding  Florence,  directed  his  steps  towards 


1796.    Rome. 

At  the  intelligence  of  his  approach,  the  Council 
24t.iJfme.  of  the  Vatican  was  thrown  into  the  utmost  alarm* 
submiMion  ^^^^^^  Minister  of  Spain,  was  dispatched  immedi- 
Pope,  and  atelv  with  offers  of  submission,  and  arrived  at  Bo- 
agfdnst      logna  to  lay  the  tiara  at  the  feet  of  the  Republican 
^^*'^'      general.     The  terms  of  an  armistice  were  soon  agreed 
on : — It  was  stipulated  that  Bologna  and  Ferrara 
should  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  French  troops ; 
that  the  Pope  should  pay  twenty  millions  of  francs, 
furnish  great  contributions  of  stores  and  provisions, 
and  give  up  a  hundred  of  the  finest  works  of  art  to 
the  French  commissioners.     In  virtue  of  that  humi- 
liating treaty,  all  the  great  monuments  of  genius 
which  adorned  the  eternal  city,  were  soon  after  trans- 
ported to  the  museum  at  Paris.    Genoa  at  the  same 
period  occupied  the  rapacious  eyes  of  the  French 
general.     ^^  You  may  dictate  laws  to  Genoa  as  soon 
as  you  please,'*  were  his  expressions,  in  his  instruc- 
tions to  Faypoult,  the  French  envoy  there.     And  to 
eth  July,    the  Directory  he  wrote, — "  All  our  affairs  in  Italy 
are  now  closed,  excepting  Venice  and  Genoa.    As  to 
Venice^  the  moment  for  dction  has  not  yet  arrived; 
we  must  first  beat  Wurmser  and  take  Mantua.     But 
the  moment  has  arrived  for  Genoa ;  I  am  about  to 
break  ground  for  the  ten  millions.     I  think,  besides, 
with  the  minister  Faypoult,  that  we  must  expel  a 
dozen  of  families  from  the  government  of  that  city, 
and   oblige  the   Senate  to  repeal  a  decree  which 
banished  two  families  favourable  to  France.^'     And 
i4th  July,  to  Faypoult,  Napoleon  prescribed  his  course  of  per- 
fidious dissimulation  in  these  words  :  '^  I  have  not  yet 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPB.  98 

seen  M.  Catanio,  the  Genoese  deputy ;  but  /  shcM   chap. 
neglect  nothing  which  may  threw  them  off  their  guard*         ' 


The  Directory  has  ordered  me  to  exact  the  ten  mil-    1796. 
lions,  but  interdicted  all  political  operations.     Omit  1  confi. 
nothing  which  may  set  the  Setuxte  asleep  ;  and  amuse  ^^Au^^u 
them  with  hopes  till  the  moment  of  wakening  has  ar*  July  1 796. 
riyed/^     The  moment  of  wakening  thus  contemplated  confTL* 
by  Napoleon,  was  an  internal  revolution,  which  was  ^»  ^• 
not  yet  fully  prepared.^  si9. 

Having  arranged  this  important  treaty.  Napoleon, 
without^  delay,  crossed  the  Apennines,  and  found  the  ^^^  •'""•• 
division  of  Vaubois  at  Pistoia.     From  that  point  he  ^i?I***®° 

r  of  the  neu- 

detached  Murat,  who  suddenly  descended  upon  Leg-  tnx  terri- 
hom,  and  seized  the  eflfects  of  a  large  portion  of  the ^,  and^ 
English  merchante,  which  were  sold  in  open  viola- ^'JJI^^ 
tion  of  all  the  usages  of  war,  which  hitherto  had  re- 
spected private  property  at  land,  and  from  their  sale 
he  realized  twelve  millions  of  francs  for  the  use  of 
the  army.    What  rendered  this  outrage  more  flagrant 
was,  that  it  was  conunitted  in  the  territories  of  a  neu- 
tral power,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  from 
whom  he  himself  at  the  time  was  getting  the  most  *  Tb.  vui. 
splendid  reception  at  Florence.*     Thus  early  did  Na-  ^  ^^^; 
poleon  evince  that  unconquerable  hatred  of  English  u^-  ^^s- 
commerce,  and  that  determination  to  violate  the  usages 
of  war  for  its  destruction,  by  which  he  was  afterwards 
so  strongly  actuated,  and  which  had  so  powerful  a 
share  in  contributing  to  his  down&ll. 

The  rapine  and  pillage  of  the  French  authorities 
consequent  on  this  irrupticm  into  Tuscany,  knew  no  MaaMcra 
bounds.     •*  If  our  administrative  conduct,"  said  Na-  ^^^ 
poleon  to  the  Directory,  ^^  was  detestable  at  Leghorn,  ^^so. 
our  political  conduct  towards  Tuscany  has  been  no 
better."     His  views  extended  even  further,  for  on  the 
26th  he  wrote  to  the  Directory — "  iteports  are  in  eir- 
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CHAP,  culation  that  the  Emperor  is  dying ;  the  Grand  Duke 
^^     of  Tuscany,  the  heir  to  the  throne,  will  instantly  set 


1796.    ^^^  ^^^  Vienna.     We  must  anticipate  him,  hy  taking 

military  possession  of  the  whole  of  Tuscany .''     After 

a  short  stay  at  Florence,  Napoleon  returned  to  Bo* 

logna,  where  Augereau  took  a  severe  Tengeance  on  the 

inhahitants  of  the  village  of  Lugo,  which  had  taken 

up  arms  against  the  Republicans,  and  killed  and 

wounded  some  soldiers  in  a  detachment  sent  for  its 

reduction.     The  village  was  carried  by  assault,  burnt 

to  ashes,  and  the  unfortunate  peasants,  to  the  number 

of  one  thousand,  put,  with  merciless  severity,  to  the 

sword.     This  .terrible  example  having  struck  terror 

into  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Italy,  he  re* 

1  Secret     tumed  to  the  vicinity  of  Mantua,  to  superintend  the 

il^^25th  ^  operations  of  the  siege,  which  Serrurier  was  now  about 

July  1796.  to  Undertake  in  good  earnest,  with  the  battering*train 

col^'voi.i.  taken  ^^  the  castles  of  Milan,  Urbino,  and  Ferrara; 

Bot.  i  420.  jjut  fQj.  i}^Q  relief  of  which  place  Austria  was  makincr 

Nap.  ui.  .  .       ^^  o 

225.         the  most  vigorous  exertions. 

The  resolution  of  Napoleon  to  stir  up  a  quarrel  with 

Napoleon's  Veuice  was  more  and  more  clearly  evinced,  as  matters 

S^to  ^  approached  a  crisis  in  the  north  of  Italy.     On  the  26th 

bring  on  a  July,  he  had  a  long  and  confidential  conversation  with 

with  ve.    Pesaro,  the  commissioner  of  that  Republic ;  and  such 

^^         was  the  vehemence  of  his  language,  the  exaggeration 

of  his  complaints,  and  the  sternness  of  his  manner,  that 

that  commissioner  forthwith  wrote  to  the  Senate  of  St 

Mark  that  war  appeared  inevitable.     It  was  in  vain 

that  Pesaro  represented,  ^  that  ever  since  the  entrance 

of  the  French  into  Italy,  his  government  had  made  it 

their  study  to  anticipate  all  the  wishes  of  the  General- 

in-chief ;  that,  if  it  had  not  done  more,  it  was  solely 

from  inability,  and  a  desire  not  to  embrml  themselves 

with  the  Imperialists,  who  never  ceased  to  reproach 
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them  with  their  partiality  to  France ;  that  the  Senate   chap. 
would  do  every  thing  in  its  power  to  restrain  the  pub-     ^^' 


lie  effervescence;  and  that  the  armaments,  so  much    lyge, 
complained  of,  were  directed  as  much  against  the  i  Letter  of 
English  and  Russians  as  the  French."^     The  detei^^®""* 
nunation  of  Napoleon  m  regard  to  the  Venetian  Ke« leon,  seth 
public  is  revealed  in  his  secret  despatches  at  this^^^^p^' 
period  to  the  Directory :  **  I  have  seized,"  said  he,  S°^°*^i^ 
*^  the  citadel  of  Verona,  armed  it  with  the  Venetian  Ui.  424. 
cannon,  and  summoned  the  Senate  to  dissolve  its  ar- 
maments.    Venice  has  already  furnished  three  mil- 
lions for  the  service  of  the  army ;  but,  in  order  to  ex- 
tract more  out  of  it,  I  have  found  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  assuming  a  menacing  tone  towards  their 
commissaries,  of  exaggerating  the  assassinations  com- 
mitted against  our  troops,  of  cotbplaining  bitterly  of 
^eir  armaments ;  and  by  these  means  I  compel  them, 
to  appease  my  wrath,  to  furnish  whatever  I  desire. 
This  is  the  only  way  to  deal  with  such  persons.    There 
is  not,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  a  more  perfidious  or*  secret 
cowardly  government.     I  will  force  them  to  provide  ^J^**^ 
supplies  for  the  army  till  the  fall  of  Mantua,  and  then  leon,  Juij 
announce  that  they  must  further  make  good  the  con-com8p.'i. 
tributions  fixed  in  your  instructions.^'''  ^^''' 

No  sooner  had  they  received  intelligence  of  the  de- 
feat of  Beaulieu,  and  the  retreat  of  his  forces  into  the  Effmu  of 
Tyrol,  than  ihe  Aulic  Council  resolved  upon  the  naost^j^™^ 
energetic  measures  to  repair  the  disaster.     The  army  the  reUef 
of  Beaulieu  retired  to  Koveredo,  where  they  threw  up^    *°  '^ 
intrenchmeiits  to  cover  their  position,  while  eight 
thousand  Tyrolese  occupied  the  crests  of  the  moun- 
tains, which  separated  the  valley  of  the  Adige  from 
the  lake  of  Guaida.    Meanwhile  Marshal  Wurmser 
was  detached  from  the  upper  Rhine  with  thirty  thou- 
sand men,  to  assume  the  chief  command  of  the  army 
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CHAP,   destined  for  the  relief  of  Mantua ;  which,  by  that  great 
reinforcement,  and  numerous  detachments  drawn  from 


1796.  ^he  interior,  was  raised  to  sixty  thousand  effective 
troops.  These  extensive  preparations,  which  were 
magnified  by  report,  and  had  roused  the  aristocratic 
party  throughout  Italy  to  great  exertions,  filled  Na- 
poleon with  the  most  lively  apprehensions.  To  op* 
pose  them  he  had  only  fifty-five  thousand  men,  of 
whom  fifteen  thousand  were  engaged  in  the  siege  of 
Mantua,  ten  thousand  in  keeping  up  his  communica^ 
tion  and  maintaining  garrisons  in  the  conquered  terri- 
tory ;  so  that  not  above  thirty  thousand  could  be  re- 
lied on  for  operations  in  the  field.  He  had  incessantly 
urged  the  Directory  to  send  him  reinforcements ;  but, 
although  eight  thousand  men  from  the  army  of  Kel- 
lerman  had  joined' his  standard,  and  numerous  rein- 
forcements from  the  depote  in  the  interior,  they  were 
barely  adequate  to  repair  the  losses  arising  from  that 
wasteful  campaign.  Nothing  but  the  greatest  ability 
on  the  part  of  the  general,  and  courage  among  the  sol- 
diers, could  have  compensated  for  this  inferiority  in 
numbers ;  but  the  genius  of  Napoleon,  and  the  confi- 
dence arising  from  a  series  of  victories,  proved  ade- 
quate to  the  task.  His  success  was  mainly  owing  to 
1  Jom.  viu.  the  vicious  plan  of  attack  adopted  by  the  Austrians,^ 
Nap.  ui. '  which,  like  all  the  others  framed  by  the  Aulic  Coun- 
Th^'vm^'  cil,  was  exposed  to  defeat  from  the  division  of  their 
360.         forces. 

The  waters  which  descend  from  the  southern  ridges 
Descrip.  of  the  Tyrol,  unite  into  two  streams,  flowing  nearly 
parallel  to  each  other,  and  issuing  in  the  same  latitude 
into  the  plain  of  Lombardy,  the  Mincio  and  the  Adige. 
The  first  forms,  in  its  course,  the  noble  sheet  of  water 
called  the  lake  of  Ouarda,  flows  through  the  plain  im- 
mortalized by  the  genius  of  Virgil,  swells  into  the  lakes 


tion  of  the 
theatre  of 
war. 
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which  sarroond  Mantua,  and  afterwards  discharges  it-    chap. 
self  into  the  Po.     The  latter,  after  descending  from  ' 

the  snowy  ridges  of  the  Higher  Alps,  flows  in  an  open    1799, 
valley  to  a  narrow  and  precipitous  pass  above  Verona, 
next  emerges  into  the  open  country,  winds  in  a  deep 
and  rocky  bed  to  Legnago,  after  which  it  spreads  into 
vast  marshes,  and  is  lost  in  the  dikes  and  inundations 
of  Lombardy.     Three  roads  present  themselves  to  an 
enemy  proposing  to  issue  from  the  Tyrol  to  the  Italian 
plains : — The  first,  turning  sharp  to  the  left  at  Rove- 
redo,  traverses  the  romantic  defiles  of  the  Val  Sugana, 
aad  emerges  into  the  open  country  at  Bassano.     The 
second  passes  by  the  upper  end  of  the  lake  of  Ouarda, 
and  comes  down  by  its  western  shore  to  Salo  and 
Brescia ;  while  the  third  descends  the  left  bank  of  the 
Adige,  and,  after  traversing  the  gloomy  pass  of  Galli- 
ano and  Chiusa,  reaches  the  smiling  plains  of  Italy, 
a  few  miles  above  the  town  of  Verona.     The  space 
between  the  Adige  and  the  lake  of  Guarda,  though 
only  three   leagues  broad,  is  filled  by  the  Monte- 
baldo,  whose  precipices  restrain  the  river  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  lake  on  the  other.     In  this  narrow  and 
rocky  space  a  road  descends  between  the  Adige  and  *  '^'  ^i»- 
the  lake,  from  Roveredo  to  the  plain.     It  follows  the  jom.  viii. 
right  bank  of  the  stream  as  far  as  Osteria  della  Duga-  ^^nai 
na,when,  meeting  impracticable  precipices,  it  turns  <*««rv»- 
to  the  right,  and  ascends  the  plateau  of  Rivoli.^ 

The  entrance  of  all  these  passes  was  occupied  by 
the  French  troops.     Sauret,  with  only  four  thousand  Pwitiona  of 
five  hundred  men,  was  posted  at  Salo,  to  guard  the  and  aiu- 
w^tern  side  of  the  lake  of  Ouarda,  as  the  road  there  ^IlJ^c " 
was  not  accessible  to  artillery.     M assena,  with  fifteen 
thousand,  guarded  the  great  road  along  the  Adige, 
and  occupied  the  plateau  of  Rivoli ;  while  Despinois, 
with  five  thousand,  was  in  the  environs  of  Verona ;  and 

VOL.  III.  G 
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CHAP.   Augereau,  with  eight  thousand  in  reserve,  at  Legnago. 
'     Napoleon  himself,  with  two  thousand  horse,  took  post 


1796.    At  CastlenuoTo,  in  order  to  be  equally  near  any  of  the 
points  that  might  be  menaced.     Wurmser^s  plan  was 
to  make  demonstrations  only  against  Verona  and  the 
left  of  the  Adige ;  and%to  bring  down  the  bulk  of  his 
forces  by  the  Montebaldo  and  the  valley  of  Salo,  on 
the  opposite  sides  of  the  lake  of  Guarda.     For  this 
purpose  he  detached  Quasdanovich,  with  twenty  thou- 
sand men,  to  go  round  the  upper  end  of  the  lake,  and 
descend  upon  Salo,  while  he  took  the  command  of 
forty  thousand  himself,  whom  he  distributed  on  the 
two  roads  which  descend  the  opposite  banks  of  the 
Adige ;  the  one  division  was  destined  to  force  Corona 
and  the  plateau  of  Rivoli,  while  the  other  was  to  de- 
bouche  upon  Verona.     The  whole  colmnns  were  in 
motion  by  the  end  of  July ;  rumoiu-  had  magnified 
their  numbers ;  aud  the  partisans  of  Austria  and  of 
1  jom.  viu.  the  aristocratic  system  were  already  breaking  out  into 
^jj^^^^P' exultation,  and  anticipating  the  speedy  verification 
2:/5.   Th.  of  the  proverb — *'  That  Italy  was  the  tomb  of  the 
^'"  '•       French;'^ 

In  truth,  the  circumstances  of  the  Republicans  were 
July  S9.     all  but  desperate.     On  the  29th  July,  the  Imperial 
•uooeM  in    outposts  attacked  the  French  at  all  points,  and  every 
the  outeet.  where  with  success.     Massena,  vigorously  assaulted  at 
three  in  the  morning  by  superior  forces,  was  driven 
from  the  intrenchments  of  Corona,  and  retired  with 
loss  to  Rivoli,  from  whence  he  was  glad  to  escape  to- 
wards Castlenuovo,  upon  finding  that  the  column  which 
followed  the  left  bank  of  the  Adige  was  getting  in  his 
rear.     At  the  same  time,  the  Imperialists  drove  in  the 
Republican  posts  on  the  great  road,  forced  the  pass  of 
Chiusa,  and  appeared  before  Verona ;  while,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  lake  of  Guarda,  Lusignan  attacked 
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aad  carried  the  town  of  Sale,  and  thus  cut  off  the  prin*   chap. 


XX. 


cipal  line  of  retreat  towards  France.     In  this  ex-^ 
tremity,  Napoleon,  for  the  first  time  in  the  whole  cam-    1796. 
paign,  called  a  council  of  war.     All  the  officers,  with 
the  exception  of  Augereau,  recommended  a  retreat  be- 
hind the  Po ;  but  that  intrepid  chief  resolutely  held 
out  for  battle.     The  generals  were  dismissed  without 
the  conimander*in--chief  having  signified  his  own  opi- 
nion, but  in  the  course  of  the  night  he  formed  a  reso-  ^  Th.  viii. 
lution  which  not  only  extricated  him  from  his  perilous  ^',^J{. 
situation,  but  has  inunortalized  his  name  in  the  annals  ?}^>  V.?' 

Nap.  ill. 

of  war.  233. 

The  Austrians,  fifty  thousand  strong,  were  descend* 
ing  the  opposite  banks  of  the  lake  of  Guarda,  and  itBztrema 
was  evident  that,  if  they  succeeded  in  enclosing  thef^apouon. 
French  army  near  Mantua,  they  would  infallibly  crush  ^*  ^*^ 
it  by  their  great  superiority  of  force.     But  in  so  doing  of  Mantua, 
they  exposed  themselves  to  be  attacked  and  beaten  by 
superior  forces  in  detail,  if  the  siege  of  that  place  were 
rapidly  raised,  and  the  bulk  of  the  French  army  borne 
first  on  the  one  invading  column  and  then  on  the 
other.     Napoleon  resolved  on  this  sacrifice.     Orders 
were  immediately  despatched  to  Semirier  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Mantui^ ;  the  division  of  Augereau  was  moved 
from  Legnago  across  the  Mincio,  and  the  French, 
army,  with  the  exception  of  Massena,  concentrated  at 
the  lower  extremity  of  the  lake  of  Guarda,  to  fall,  in 
the  first  instance,  upon  the  corps  of  Quasdanovich, 
which  already  threatened  his  communication  with  Mi- 
lan.    These  orders  were  promptly  obeyed.     During 
the  night  of  the  Slst  July,  the  siege  of  Mantua  was  siit  ^uij. 
raised,  the  canon  spiked,  and  the  stores  thrown  into 
the  lake,  while  Napoleon  himself,  with  the  greater 
part  of  his  army,  crossed  the'Mincio  at  Peschiera,  and 
prepared  to  fall  on  the  Austrian  forces  on  the  western 
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CHAP,   shore  of  tbe  lake  of  Guarda.     There  was  not  a  men 
ment  to  lose ;  in  a  few  hours  the  allied  columns  would 


1796.  ^  ^^  communication,  and  the  French  compelled  to 
1  Jom.  Tiii.  fight  greatly  superior  forces  in  a  single  field.  No 
ui.%?^  sooner  had  Napoleon  arrived  with  his  reinforcements, 
vT  36?'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  forward  Augereau  to  clear  the  road  to 
368.  Hurd.  Milau^  and  ordered  Sauret  to  retake  Salo.' 

Both  expeditions  were  completely  successful ;  Bres- 
cia was  regained,  and  the  Austrians  driven  out  of  Salo. 
Napoleon    Meanwhile,  Napoleon  himself,  with  the  brigade  of 
^"^en-   D^Allemagne,  advanced  to  Lonato ;  and  after  a  vi(H 
anwu**    lent  struggle,  drove  the  Imperialists  out  of  that  place, 
Quaedano-  with  the  loss  of  fivc  hundred  prisoners.     In  these  ac- 
August  1.  tions  Quasdanovich  lost  few  men ;  but  his  progress 
was  arrested,  and,  astonished  at  finding  himself  assailed 
by  imposing  masses,  in  a  quarter  where  he  expected 
to  find  only  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  he  fell  back  to- 
wards the  mountains,  to  await  intelligence  of  the  ope- 
rations of  the  main  body  under  Wurmser,    Meanwhile 
that  brave  commander,  having  dislodged  Massena  from 
his  position,  advanced  to  Mantua,  into  which  fortress 
Anguat  1.  he  made  his  triumphal  entry  on  the  1st  August.    The 
sudden  raising  of  the  siege,  the  abandonment  of  the 
equipage,  the  destruction  of  works  which  it  had  cost 
the  Republicans  so  long  to  construct,  all  conspired  to 
increase  his  satisfaction  at  this  event,  and  promised 
an  easy  conquest  over  the  retiring  remains  of  the 
enemy.     But,  on  the  very  night  of  his  arrival,  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  check  of  Quasdanovich,  and 
the  capture  of  Brescia.     Immediately  he  advanced  his 
columns  across  the  Mincio,  and  moved  upon  Castig- 
lione,  with  the  design  of  enveloping  the  French  army 
with  all  his  forces,  while  Quasdanovich  resumed  the 
offensive,  and  retook  the  town  of  Salo.     The  crisis 
was  now  approaching  :  the  Austrian  armies  were  not 
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only  in  communication,  but  almost  united,  while  the   chap. 


XX. 


Republicans,  with  inferior  forces,  lay  between  them. 
Napoleon  immediately  drew  back  the  divisions  of    1796. 
Massena  and  Augereau,  above  twenty  thousand  strong, 
and  caused  his  whole  army  to  face  about :  what  had 
been  the  rear  became  the  advanced  guard.     He  put 
forth  more  than  his  wonted  activity  and  rapidity  of 
movement.      Incessantly  on  horseback  himself,   he 
caused  the  soldiers,  who  had  marched  all  night,  to 
fight  all  day.     Having,  by  this  rapid  countermarch, 
accumulated  the  bulk  of  his  forces  opposite  to  Wurm- 
ser,  he  resolved  to  deliver  himself  from  that  formid-^  Nap.  ni 
able  adversary  by  an  immediate  attack.     It  was  fuUvm.'d7i, 
time.     The  Austrians  had  discovered  a  passage  over  ^j-  ^^' 
the  Mincio,  and  driven  the  French  from  Castisflione,  Ha^.  m. 

432  433. 

where  the^  had  already  begun  to  intrench  themselves;^     ' 

On  the  3d  August,  Napoleon  advanced,  with  twenty- 
five  thousand  men,  upon  Lonato,  while  Augereau  sd  August, 
moved  towards  Cabtiolione.  The  first  attack  of  the  Loiuto. 
Republicans  upon  the  former  town  was  unsuccessful ; 
their  light  troops  were  thrown  into  confusion ;  Oeneral 
Pegion,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  captured  by  the 
enemy,  and  Lonato  taken.  Upon  this,  the  French  gene- 
ral put  himself  at  the  headof  his  soldiers,  and  formed  the 
centre  into  one  formidable  mass ;  while  the  Imperialists 
were  extending  themselves  towards  Salo,  in  the  double 
view  of  enveloping  the  French,  and  opening  a  com* 
munication  with  Quasdauovich,  whose  artillery  was 
already  heard  in  that  direction.  Napqleon  imme- 
diately perceived  the  error  of  his  adversary,  and  made  a 
desperate  charge,  with  a  column  of  infantry  supported 
by  cavalry,  upon  bis  centre^  which,  being  weakened 
for  the  extension  of  the  wings,  speedily  gave  way. 
Lonato  was  retaken  by  assault,  and  the  Austrian  army 
cat  asunder.     One  part  of  it  effected  its  retreat  under 
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cifAP.    Bayalitcb  to  the  Mincio,  but  the  other,  which  was 

'  moving  towards  Salo,  finding  itself  irrecoverably  se- 

1796.    p&rated  from  the  main  body  of  the  army,  endeavoured 

to  effect  a  junction  with  Quasdanovich  at  Salo ;  but 

Guyeux,  with  a  division  of  French,  already  occupied 

that  place;  and  the  fugitive  Austrians,  pressed  be- 

^  Nap.  iii.  tween  the  dragoons  of  Junot)  who  assailed  their  rear, 

v?u  32?™*  *^^  '^^  infantry  at  Salo,  who  stopped  their  advance, 

Vict  et     disbanded,  and  suffered  a  loss  of  three  thousand  pri* 

244,^246!    soners,  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon.^ 

While  the  Austrians  were  experiencing  these  disas- 
oioriouf  ters  at  Lonato,  Augereau,  on  the  right,  had  main- 
AugQMtt  tained  an  obstinate  engagement  at  CastigUone.  There 
Hon^*'**  the  Republicans  were  the  assailants,  and  the  object 
of  the  French  general  was  to  make  himself  master 
of  Castiglione,  the  key  to  the  French  position  in 
that  quarter.  With  this  view  he  had  detached  Gene- 
ral Robert,  with  a  regiment  of  the  line,  to  gain,  by  a 
long  circuit,  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  while  General 
Felletier,  with  two  battalions,  turned  their  right,  and 
Augereau  himself,  at  the  head  of  the  main  body  of 
hh  forces,  advanced  direct  against  the  Austrian  posi- 
4»on  in  tbe  plain*  The  Austrians  made  a  stout  resist- 
ance ;  but  being  at  length  compelled  to  give  ground, 
they  were  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  sudden  appa- 
rition of  Robertas  two  battalions,  which  sprung  out  of 
an  ambuscade  in  their  rear.  Taking  advantage  of  this 
disorder,  Augereau  pushed  on  to  gain  the  bridge  of 
CastigUone,  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  town  of  the  same  name.  But  the  Aus- 
trians»  under  Liptay,  having  brought  up  their  reserve, 
returned  to  the  charge  with  the  most  determined  re- 
sistance, and  it  was  only  by  the  most  heroic  efforts, 
in  which  Augereau  exposed  his  person  like  a  simple 
grenadier,  that  the  bridge  was  at  length  carried,  and 
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the  enemj  driven  back  into  the  town,  which  the  victors    chap. 
entered  pell-mell  with  the  vanquished.    The  Austrians     ^^* 
at  length  retired  towards  Mantua,  entirely  evacuating    1796. 
the  town,  after  having  sustained  a  loss  of  two  thou- 
sand men ;  and  before  thej  had  proceeded  far  they 
met  the  r^nforcements  which  Wurmser  was  bringing 
up  to  their  relief.     This  desperate  strife  first  attracted 
Napoleon's  notice  to  the  determined  character  of 
Augereau,  whose  title  was  afterwards  taken  from  it ;  *  viet.  et 
and  he  frequently  reminded  him  in  later  days,  when  346,^/0! 
wishing  to  rouse  him  to  extraordinary  efforts,  ^*  de  ses  ^'  '^^' 
beaux  jours  de  Castiglione.^^^  m.  S43. 

As  it  was  evident  that  the  Austrian  veteran  was 
sttU  disposed  to  contend  for  the  empire  of  Italy  in  a  samnder 
pitched  battle.  Napoleon  deemed  it  indispensable  to  AiutrUns 
clear  his  rear  of  Quasdanovich  before  engaging  in  it.|^^*P^ 
On  the  following  day  he  employed  himself  in  collect  and  1200 
ing  and  organizing  his  forces  at  Lonato,  with  a  view 
to  the  decisive  conflict ;  while,  by  moving  two  divisions 
against  Quasdanovich,  whose  troops  were  now  ex- 
hausted by  fatigue,  he  compelled  him  to  remount  the 
Yal  Sabbia  towards  Riva.  A  singular  event  at  this 
time  took  place,  highly  characteristic  both  of  the  ex- 
traordinarily intersected  situation  of  the  two  armies, 
and  of  the  presence  of  mind  and  good  fortune  of  Na- 
poleon. He  had  arrived  at  Lonato  to  expedite  the 
movement  of  his  forces  in  the  opposite  directions  where 
ibeir  enemies  were  to  be  found ;  and,  from  the  disper- 
siou  which  he  had  ordered,  only  twelve  hundred  men 
'  ronained  at  head  quarters.  Before  he  had  been  long 
there  he  was  summoned  to  surrender  by  a  corps  of 
four  thousand  Austrians,  who  had  already  occupied 
all  the  avenues  by  which  retreat  was  possible.  They 
couttsted  of  a  part  of  the  troops  of  Bayalitch,  ^hich, 
having  been  defeated  in  its  attempts  to  effect  a  junc- 


men. 
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CHAP,   lion  with   Quasdanovich,  was  now,  in  desperatioii, 
^^'     endeavouring  to  regain. the  remainder  of  the  army  on 


1796.    the  Mincio.     Napoleon  made  his  numerous  staff  mount 
on  horseback ;  and,  having  ordered  the  officer  bear- 
ing the  flag  of  truce  to  be  brought  before  him,  directed, 
the  bandage  to  be  taken  from  his  eyes,  and  imme- 
diately told  the  astonished  Austrian,  that  he  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  French  army,  and  in  presence  of  its 
general-in-chief,  and  that  unless  they  laid  down  their 
arms  in  ten  minutes,  he  would  put  them  all  to  the 
sword.     The  officer,  deceived  by  the  splendid  cortege 
by  which  he  was  surrounded,  returned  to  his  division, 
and  recommended  a  surrender;  and  the  troops,  cut 
1  Nap.  ui.  off  from  their  companions,  and  exhausted  by  fatigue 
Th^'^ii!'    ^^^  disaster,  laid  down  their  arms.     When  they  en- 
37ft.   jom.  tered  the  town,  they  had  the  mortification  of  discover- 
897.   B^t.  ing  not  only  that  they  had  capitulated  to  a  third  of 
vict.^et      their  numbers,  but  missed  the  opportunity  of  making 
9&o%  ^'*    prisoner  the  conqueror  who  had  filled  the  world  with 
liis  renown/ 

On  the  following  day  both  parties  prepared  for  a 

Both  par-  docisivc  engagement.     The  Imperialists  under  Wurm- 

fora^d2c^*s®r  were  twenty-five  thousand  strong,  the  corps  of 

tivabatua.  Quasdanovich,  and  that  which  blockaded  Peschiera, 

being  detached,  and  unable  to  take  any  part  in  the 

battle ;  the  French  about  twenty-three  thousand.   Both 

parties  were  drawn  up  in  the  plain  at  right  angles  to 

the  mountains,  on  which  each  rested  a  wing;  the 

French  right  was  uncovered,  while  the  Imperialists^ 

left  was  supported  by  the  mill  of  M edola.     Augereau 

commanded  the  centre,  Massena  the  left,  Verdier  the 

8S8.   Tb.'  right,  but  the  principal  hopes  of  Napoleon  were  rested 

379.  ^  vict  ^^^  t^®  division  of  Serrurier,  which  had  orders  to  march 

at  conq.  vt  all  uight,  aud  fall,  when  the  action  was  fully  engaged, 

5tb  Aug.    ^^  the  rear  of  the  enemy.*    The  soldiers  on  both  sides 
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were  exhausted  with  fatigae,  Jbut  all  felt  that  on  the   chap. 
resalt  of  this  contest  depended  the  fate  of  Italy.  ]_ 


Wurmser  fell  into  the  same  error  as  Bayalitch  had  1796. 
done  in  the  preceding  engagement,  that  of  extending 
his  right  along  the  heights,  in  order  to  open  a  com-  Battle  of 
monication  with  Quasdanovich,  who  was  within  hear- 
ing of  his  artillery.  To  favoar  this  movement,  Na- 
poleon drew  hack  his  left,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
accmunlated  his  forces  against  the  Austrians'  right ; 
Marmont,  with  a  powerful  battery  of  heavy  artillery, 
thundered  against  the  post  of  Medola,  which  Verdier, 
with  three  battahons  of  grenadiers,  speedily  carried. 
At  the  same  time.  General  Fiorilla,  who  commanded 
the  division  of  Serrurier,  drawn  off  from  Mantua, 
came  up  in  rear  of  the  Austrians,  and  completed  their 
confusion  by  a  vigorous  attack,  which  had  well  nigh 
carried  off  Wurmaer  himself.  Seeing  the  deciave 
moment  arrived,  Napoleon  ordered  a  general  charge 
by  all  his  forces ;  and  the  Austrians,  pressed  in  front 
by  Augereau  and  Massena,  threatened  in  rear  by  Fio- 
rilla, and  turned  on  their  left  by  Verdier,  fell  back  at 
all  points.  The  excessive  fatigue  of  the  Republican 
troops  prevented  their  pursuing  the  broken  enemy  far, 
who  fell  back  behind  the  Mincio,  with  the  loss  of  two 
thousand  killed  and  wounded,  one  thousand  prisoners, 
and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  This  action,  the  im-^ 
portance  of  which  is  not' to  be  estimated  by  the  num- 
ber of  troops  engaged,  was  decisive  of  the  fate  of 
Italy.  With  a  view  to  prevent  Wurmser  from  re- 
assembling his  scattered  forces.  Napoleon,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  sent  Massena  to  raise  the  siege  of  Pes-  Aug.  e. 
chiera,  and,  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  routing  the  Austrian  division  before  that 
place,  with  the  loss  of  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and  five 
hundred  prisoners.     In  this  action  a  young  colonel 
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CHAP,   particularly  distinguished  himself,   named  Suchet, 
^^'     afterwards  Duke  of  Albufera.      At  the  same  time 


1706.  Napoleon  advanced  to  Verona,  which  the  Austrians 
abandoned  on  his  approach ;  and  Massena,  after  some 
Aug.  11.  sharp  skirmishing,  resumed  his  old  positions  at  Rivoli 
and  the  Montebaldo ;  while  Wurmser,  having  revici- 
1  Nap.  iii.  uallod  Mautua,  and  raised  its  garrison  to  fifteen  thou- 
jom.  Yiii.  sand  men,  composed  chiefly  of  fresh  troops,  resumed 
*^^'^?'  his  former  station  at  Roveredo,  and  in  the  fastnesses 
379.         of  the  Tyrol.* 

By^this  expedition  Wurmser  had  relieved  Mantua, 
Results  of  and  supplied  it  with  a  garrison  of  fresh  troops ;  but 
tiuns,  and  ho  had  lost  nearly  twenty  thousand  men,  and  sixty 
SeTrench  P^^^^^  ^^  canuou  j  aud  the  spirit  of  his  soldiers  was,  by 
success.  .  fatigue,  defeat,  and  disaster,  completely  broken.  The 
great  successes  which  attended  the  French  arms,  are 
mainly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  extraordinary  vigour, 
activity,  and  talent,  displayed  by  their  general-in- 
chief.  The  Austrian  plan  of  attack  was  founded  on 
an  undue  confidence  in  their  own  powers;  they 
thought  the  main  body  under  Wurmser  would  be 
able  to  defeat  the  French  army,  and  raise  the  siege 
of  Mantua,  while  the  detachment  under  Quasdanovich 
would  cut  off  their  retreat :  and  it  must  be  admitted, 
in  favour  of  this  plan,  that  it  was  on  the  point  of 
being  attended  with  complete  success ;  and  against  a 
general  and  troops  of  less  resolution,  unquestionably 
would  have  been  so.  When  opposed,  however,  to 
the  vigour  and  activity  of  Napoleon,  it  offered  the 
fairest  opportunity  for  decisive  defeat.  The  two 
corps  of  the  Imperialists  could  communicate  only  by 
Roveredo  and  the  upper  end  of  the  lake  of  Guarda,  a 
circuit  of  above  sixty  miles ;  while  the  French,  occu- 
pying a  central  station  between  them,  at  its  south- 
ern extremity,  were  enabled,  though  on  the  whole 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


107 


inferior,  by  a  great  exertion  of  activity,  to  bring  a    chap. 
Buperior  force,  first,  against  the  one  and  then  against     ^^ 


the  other.   Their  successes,  however,  were  dearly  pur-    j^gg 
chased :  above  seven  thousand  men  had  been  killed 
and  wounded;    Wurmser  carried  with  him  three 
thousand  prisoners  into  the  Tyrol ;  and  the  whole  i  Nap.  iit 
si^e  equipage  of  Mantua  had  fallen  into  the  hands  ^^J^^'^^^ 
of  the  enemy .^  ssi. 

The  democratic  party  in  all  the  Italian  towns 
were  thrown  into  transports  of  joy  at  this  success ;  Biodude 
and  the  rejoicings  among  them  at  Milan,  Bologna,  JJ^^Jf^" 
and  Modena,  were  proportioned  to  the  terror  with  ^^^^^i**** 
which  they  had  formerly  been  inspired.  But  Napo-  Poiuh 
leon,  judging  more  accurately  of  his  position,  and^*^"*"' 
seeing  the  siege  of  Mantua,  was  to  be  commenced 
anew,  while  Wurmser,  with  forty  thousand  men,  was 
still  on  the  watch  in  the  Tyrol,  deemed  prudence 
and  precaution  more  than  ever  necessary.  He  did 
not  attempt,  therefore,  to  collect  a  second  battering 
train  fcnr  the  siege  of  that  fortress,  but  contented 
himself  with  a  simple  blockade,  in  maintaining  which 
during  the  autumnal  months,  his  troops  became  ex- 
tremely sickly,  from  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of 
its  marshes.  To  the  powers  in  the  southern  parts 
of  the  Peninsula  who  had,  during  the  temporary  suc- 
cess of  the  Austrians,  given  indication  of  hostile  de- 
signs, he  wrote  in  the  most  menacing  strain ;  the 
King  of  Naples  was  threatened  with  an  attack  from 
seventy  thousand  French  if  he  violated  the  armis- 
tice ;  the  Papal  legate  obtained  pardon  for  a  revolt 
at  Ferrara  only  by  the  most  abject  submissions ;  the 
Venetians  were  informed  that  he  was  aware  of  their 
armaments,  though  he  still  kept  up  negotiations, 
and  continued  to  live  at  their  expense ;  while  the 
King  of  Piedmont  received  commands  to  complete 
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CHAP,   the  destruction  of  the  guerilla  parties  which  infested 


XX 

;_  the  mountainous  parts  of  his  dominions.      To  the 

1790,    Milanese,  on  the  other  hand,  who  had  remained 
faithful  to  France  during  its  transient  reverses,  he 
wrote  in  the  most  flattering  terms,  and  gave  them 
leave  to  raise  troops  for  their  common  defence  against 
the  Imperial  forces.     The  most  ardent  of  the  youth 
of  Lombardy  were  speedily  enrolled  under  their  ban- 
ners ;  but  a  more  efficient  force  was  formed  out  of 
the  Poles,  who,  since  the  last  partition  of  their  un- 
1  Nap.  iii.  happy  country,  had  wandered  without  a  home  through 
Th.  vUi.'    Europe,  and  now  flocked  in  such  numbers  to  the 
iki' i^iU  ^^^^^^  standard,  as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  Po- 
Hard.  iii.    lish  Icgiou,  which  afterwards  became  so  renowned  in 
the  Imperial  wars.^ 

The  troops  on  both  sides  remained  in  a  state  of 

Wumnep    repose  for  three  weeks  after  this  terrible  struggle, 

^n^,  aiid  during  which  Wurmser  was  assiduously  employed 

ittoieforA  ^^  reorganizing  and  recruiting  his  forces,  while  Na- 

tomeet      poloou  received  considerable   reinforcements  from 

"°^         the  army  of  Kellerman  and  the  interior  of  France. 

The  numbers  on  both  sides  were,  at  the  end  of  August, 

nearly  equal ;  Wurmser^s  army  having  been  raised 

to  nearly  fifty  thousand  men,  by  additions  from  the 

hereditary  states,  and  Napoleon^s  to  the  same  amount 

by   the  junction   of   part  of  Kellerman^s  forces.* 

Untaught  by  former  disasters,  of  the  imprudence  of 

forming  plans  at  a  distance  for  the  regulation  of 

their  armies,  the  Aulic  Council  again  framed  and 

transmitted  to  Wurmser  a  plan  for  the  expulsion  of 

the  French  from  the  line  of  the  Adige.     According 

lo  this  design,  he  was  to  leave  twenty  thousand  men 

*  The  nek  and  wounded  in  the  French  army  at  thia  period  were  no 
leaa  than  fifteen  thousand.— Cofi/?<2m<ta/  Detpatch,  2Sth  Aug. — Carrttp, 
C<mf.  L  441. 
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under  Davidowicli,  to  guaxd  Roveredo  and  the  valley    chap. 
of  the  Adige,  and  descend  himself,  with  thirty  thou-     ^^' 
sand,  by  the  gorges  of  the  Brenta  to  Bassano,  and  so    1795. 
reach  the  plains  of  Padua.     Thus,  notwithstanding 
their  former  disasters,  they  were  about  again  to  com- 
mit the  same  error,  of  dividing  their  force  into  two 
columns,  while  Napoleon  occupied  a  central  position^  Th.  viu. 

.  ...  393  304. 

equidistant  from  both ;   with  this  difference,  that,  Napl  in. 
instead  of  a  lake,  they  had  now  a  mass  of  unpassa-ff^j^J^^; 
ble  mountains  between  them.^  ^  »68, 272. 

Napoleon,  at  the  same  time,  resolved  to  resume  the 
offensive,  in  order  to  prevent  any  detachments  from  Napoieos 
the  Imperial  army  into  Bavaria,  where  the  Archduke  X'ISTe!*** 
Charles  was  now  severely  pressed  by  Moreau.  The 
two  armies  broke  up  at  the  same  time,  Wurmser 
descending  the  Brenta,  and  Napoleon  ascending  the 
Adige.  Foreseeing  the  possibility  of  a  descent  upon 
Mantua  during  his  absence,  the  French  general  left 
Kilmaine,  with  three  thousand  men,  to  occupy  Leg- 
nago  and  Verona,  while  ten  thousand  still  maintain- 
ed the  blockade  of  Mantua,  and  he  himself,  with 
thirty  thousand,  ascended  the  Tyrol  by  the  two  roads 
on  the  banks  of  the  Adige,  and  that  on  the  western 
side  of  the  lake  of  Quarda.  The  French  were  the  3d  Sepc 
first  to  commence  operations.  Early  in  September, 
Vaubois,  with  the  division  of  Sauret,  ascended  the 
lake,  and,  after  several  combats,  reached  Tortola,  at 
its  upper  extremity.  On  the  same  day  Napoleon, 
with  the  divisions  of  Massena  and  Augereau,  arrived 
in  front  of  the  advanced  posts  of  the  Austrians  at 
Serravale,  on  the  Adige,  and  on  the  following  day  4ib  Sapiu 
attacked  their  position.  The  Imperialists  stood 
firm  ;  but  Napoleon  sent  a  cloud  of  light  troops  on 
the  heights  on  either  side  of  their  columns,  and,  the 
moment  they  began  to  waver,  he  made  so  vigorous  a 
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CHAP,   charge  along  the  chaussie  with  the  hassars,  that 
^^'     the  Austrians  were  driven  back  in  confusion,  and 


1796.    ^^  Republicans  entered  Roveredo  pell-mell  with  the 
» Th.  viii.  fugitives.* 

iSt'.  UL*  Davidowich  rallied  his  broken  divisions  in  the 
269.  Bot.  defile  of  Galliano,  a  formidable  pass  on  the  banks  of 
Vict,  et  the  Adige,  formed  where  the  precipices  of  the  Alps 
274^28o!  approach  so  closely  to  the  river,  that  there  is  only 
the  breadth  of  four  hundred  toises  left  between  them. 
Pefeat  of  ^^  ^^^  castlo,  which  the  Austrians  had  strengthened 
iMvido-     and  mounted  with  cannon,  was  placed  at  the  edge  of 

wicn  neap      ,  ,    ,  _  -in  i      i  •■ 

caiuano.    the  procipico,  and  a  ruined  wail  stretched  across  the 
gorge,  from  the  foot  of  the  rocks  to  the  margin  of 
the  stream.     Napoleon  threw  his  light  troops  on  the 
mountains  upon  his  own  right,  placed  a  battery, 
which  commanded  the  Austrian  cannon,  and  forming 
a  close  column  of  ten  battalions,  precipitated  them 
along  the  high-road  upon  the  enemy.     Nothing  could 
withstand  their  impetuosity ;  the  Imperialists  were 
routed;  horse,  foot,  and  cannon  rushed  in  confu- 
sion through  the  narrow  defile  in  their  rear;  and 
the  Republican  cavalry,   charging  furiously  along 
the  chattsseej  drove  them,  in  the  utmost  disorder, 
towards  Trent.     Seven  hundred  prisoners  and  fif- 
5th  Sept.    teen  pieces  of  cannon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vie- 
258^26o!'  tors;  and  on  the  following  day  Napoleon  entered 
Til-  vui.     that  city,  the  capital  of  the  Italian  Tyrol,  while  the 
Personal    discomfitod  romaius  of  Davidowich^s  corps  retired 
t^on."'*"     behind  the  Lavis.^ 

The  intelligence  of  this  disaster,  so  far  from  stop- 

Napoleon    P^^S^  ^^^J  accelerated  the  march  of  Wurmser  through 

^^^^     the  defiles  of  the  Brenta.     He  now  imagined  that 

Wurmser.  Napoloou  intended  to  penetrate  by  Brixen  and  the 

Brenner  into  Germany,  in  order  to  co-operate  with 

Moreau  in  the  plains  of  Bavaria ;  and  the  Austrian 
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veteran  immediately  conceived  the  bold  design  of   chap. 
hastening,  with  his  whole  disposable  force,  down  the     ^^ 


Val  Sugana  into  the  plain  of  Bassano,  taming  rapidly  x796. 
to  the  right,  seizing  upon  Verona,  and  both  raising 
the  siege  of  Mantua  and  preventing  the  return  of  Na- 
poleon into  Italy.  The  French  general,  who,  by 
treachery  at  the  Austrian  head-quarters,  was  uni- 
formly put  in  possession  of  his  adversary's  plans  be- 
fore they  could  be  put  into  execution,  immediately 
perceived  the  danger  which  would  result  from  this 
measure  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  resolved  to 
oppose  it  by  another,'  equally  bold,  on  his  own  side. 
This  was,  to  leave  the  division  of  Yaubois  alone  in 
the  Tyrol  to  make  head  against  Davidowich,  and  de- 
scend himself,  with  twenty-four  thousand  men,  the 
defiles  of  the  Brenta,  and  attack  Wurmser  before  he 
had  got  round  to  Verona.  In  doing  this,  he  ran  the 
risk,  it  is  true,  of  being  himself  shut  up  in  the  ter- 
rible defiles  of  the  Val  Sugana,  surrounded  by  pre- 
cipices and  peaks  of  a  stupendous  elevation,  between 
Wurmser  in  front  and  Davidowich  in  rear ;  but  he 
trusted  to  the  resolution  of  his  troops  to  overcome  i  Th.  via. 
every  obstacle,  and  hoped,  by  driving  his  antagonist  ^^^^"^' 
back  on  the  Adige,  to  compel  his  whole  force  to  lay  Hard.  Ui. 
down  their  arms.^  '"' 

« 

At  break  of  day  on  the  6th,  the  French  troops 
were  in  motion ;  from  the  valley  of  the  Trent  they  Action  near 
soon  surmounted  the  ridge  which  forms  its  eastern  T"*"**^?' 

^  in  the  Val 

boundary,  and  descending  the  torrent  of  the  Val  Su-  Sugana. 
gana,  they  reached  Borgo  di  Val  Sugana  at  night, 
after  having  marched  ten  leagues.  On  the  following 
morning  they  continued  their  march,  and  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  narrow  defiles,  came  up  with  the  Aus- 
trian rearguard,  strongly  posted  near  Primolano. 
Napoleon  put  in  practice  the  same  manoeuvre  which 
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CHAP,  had  succeeded  so  well  at  CalUano,  covering  the  moun- 
^^'     tains  on  either  side  with  his  tirailleurs,  and  forming 


1706.    ^  close  column  of  infantry  to  attack  the  pass  along 

th^  high  road.     Nothing  could  resist  the  impetuosity 

of  the  French  troops*      The  Austrians,  who  were 

greatly  inferior  in  number,  being  only  the  rearguard 

of  the  main  force,  were  routed  with  the  loss  of  two 

thousand  prisoners  and  nine  pieces  of  cannon.     The 

fugitives  wete  pursued  as  far  as  Cesmona,  where 

headquarters  were   established.     Napoleon,   in  his 

1  Bot.  i.     eagerness  to  pursue  the  enemy,  outrode  all  his  suite, 

ir*263^*^  and  passed  the  night  alone,  wrapped  in  his  cloak,  on 

S64.   fh.  the  ground,^  in  the  midst  of  a  regiment  of  infantry 

Vict,  et "    '^^^  bivouacked  round  the  town.     A  private  soldier 

conq.  vu.   gliared  with  him  his  rations,  and  reminded  him  of  it, 

after  he  became  Emperor,  in  the  camp  at  Boulogne. 

On  the  same  day  in  which  this  action  took  place 

wurmser    ^^  ^^^  g^^g^s  of  the  Val  Sugaua,  the  advanced  guard 

defeated     q£  Wurms^r,  uudcr  Mezaros,  had  reached  to  Verona, 

near  Bae-  '  ,'..,..  ^    «*» 

•uio  by  and  was  already  skirmishing  with  the  posts  of  the 
Republicans  on  the  fortifications  which  had  been 
erected  round  that  city,  when  they  were  recalled  to 
make  head  against  the  terrible  enemy  which  had 
assailed  their  rear.  Wurmser  collected  all  his  forces 
at  Bassano  to  endeavour  to  bar  the  passages,  and 
throw  the  French  back  into  the  defiles ;  the  heavy 
infantry  and  artillery  were  placed  on  a  strong  posi- 
tion in  front  of  the  town  and  round  its  mouldering 
towers,  while  six  battalions  of  light  troops  occupied 
the  opening  of  the  valley  into  the  plain.  These 
were  speedily  overthrown,  and  the  divisions  of  Mas- 
jsena  and  Augereau,  emerging  from  the  defiles,  found 
themselves  in  presence  of  a  brilliant  force  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  with  a  powerful  artillery,  drawn  up 
in  battle  array.     But  the  Austrians,  discouraged  by 


Massena. 
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repeated  defeats,  made  but  a  feeble  resistance.    Mas-   cqap. 
sena  speedily  routed  them  on  the  right,  while  Auge- 


reau  broke  them  on  the  left :  the  fugitives  rushed  in    1795, 
confusion  into  the  town,  where  they  were  speedily  *  Xh.  Tui. 
followed  by  the  victorious  troops,  who  made  four^^^'^^j^^* 
thousand  prisoners,  and  captured  thirty  pieces  of  can- 1^»  ?^- 
non,  besides  almost  all  the  baggage,  pontoons,  and  vict.  et 
ammunition  of  the  army.*  79,"8().^ ' 

During  the  confusion  of  this  defeat  the  Austrians 
got  themselves  separated  from  each  other ;  Quasda-  He  throws 
novich,  with  three  thousand  men,  was  thrown  back  i^ 
towards  Friuli,  while  Wurmser,  with  sixteen  thou-^*"*^ 
sand,  took  the  road  to  Mantua.  The  situation  of  the 
veteran  marshal  was  all  but  desperate :  Massena  was 
pressing  his  rear,  while  Porto  Legnago  and  Verona 
were  both  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  the  loss  of 
all  his  pontoons  at  Bassano  rendered  it  impossible  to 
pass  the  Adige  but  at  one  or  other  of  these  places. 
Fortunately  for  him,  the  battalion  which  occupied 
Porto  Legnago  had  been  withdrawn  to  Verona  dur- 
ing the  attack  on  that  place,  and  the  one  destined 
to  replace  it  had  not  yet  arrived.  By  a  rapid  march 
he  reached  that  town  before  the  Republicans,  and 
thus  got  his  troops  across  the  Adige.  Napoleon  fol- 
lowing his  prey  with  breathless  anxiety,  no  sooner 
discovered  that  the  passage  at  Legnago  was  secured, 
than  he  pushed  Massena  across  the  river  to  Cerra,  in 
order  to  cut  him  from  the  road  to  Mantua.  But  the 
Austrians  fought  with  the  courage  of  despair,  and 
their  cavalry,  five  thousand  strong,  who  were  un- 
broken, and  whose  spirit  had  not  suffered  by  disas- 
ter, proved  irresistible  to  their  enemies.  Napoleon 
himself,  who  had  come  up  during  the  engagement, 
had  great  difficulty  in  saving  himself  by  flight ;  and 

VOL.  III.  H 
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CHAP.  Wurmser,  who  arrived  a  few  minutes  after,  deemed 
^^'     himself  so  secure  of  his  antagonist,  that  he  recom- 


1796.  i^^nded  to  his  dragoons  to  take  him  alive.  Having 
1  Th.  Till,  missed  so  brilliant  a  stroke,  the  old  marshal  con- 
fuf  27a*^'  tinued  his  march,  passed  the  Molenilla,  cut  to  pieces 
Hot  i.  465.  a  body  of  eight  hundred  infantry  which  endeavoured 
447, 449.  to  interrupt  his  progress,  and  entered  Mantua  in  a 
Snq.  vii.  spccics  of  triumph  which  threw  a  ray  of  glory  over 
83>84-       his  long  series  of  disasters.* 

Encouraged  by  these  successes,  he  still  endeavour- 
Where  he  cd  to  keep  the  field  with  twenty  thousand  infantry 
is^s^ut  up  ^^^  g^^  thousand  horse,  and  soon  after  his  cuiras- 
French.  ^[^^B  destroyed  a  regiment  of  light  infantry  at  Due 
Castelle.  But  this  was  the  termination  of  his  tran- 
sient gleam  of  prosperity.  Napoleon  brought  up  the 
greater  part  of  his  forces,  and  soon  after  Augereau 
stormed  Porto  Legnago,  and  made  prisoners  a  thou- 
sand men,  and  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon;  a  stroke 
which,  by  depriving  Wurmser  of  the  means  of  pass- 
ing the  Adige,  threw  him  back  on  Mantua.  On  the 
19th,  he  was  attacked  by  the  divisions  of  Augereau 
and  Massena  with  an  equal  force.  The  Austrian  ca- 
valry at  first  drove  back  Augereau,  and  the  battle 
seemed  for  a  time  doubtful ;  but  a  vigorous  charge 
of  Massena  in  the  centre  restored  affairs,  and  Wurm- 
ser  was  at  length  repulsed  into  Mantua,  with  the 
loss  of  three  thousand  men  and  twenty  pieces  of  can- 
non. Two  days  afterwards,  he  threw  a  bridge  over 
the  Po,  and  attacked  Governolo,  one  of  the  fortresses 
erected  by  the  French  at  the  conclusion  of  the  dikes, 
with  the  design  of  cutting  his  way  through  to  the 
Adige ;  but  he  was  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  six  hun- 
dred men,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  October,  Kilmaine  resumed  his  old  lines 
round  the  town,  and  the  Austrians  were  shut  in  on 
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erery  side  within  its  walls.     Wurmser  killed  the    chap. 
horses  of  his  numerous  and  splendid  cavalry,  salted 


their  carcasses,  and  made  every  preparation  for  a    1795^ 
vigorous  defence ;    while   Napoleon  dispatched  his  1  N»p.  m. 
aide-de-camp,  Mabmont,*  afterwards  Duke  of  Ra^f.^js  473. 
sfusa,  with  the  standards  taken  in  these  slorious  ac-  t^^-  ▼iu. 
tions,  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  the  French  government.^  et  (inq.va. 
By  the  result  of  these  conflicts  the  Austrian  army  ®^'  ®®* 

*  Augaste  Frederic  de  Marmont  was  bom  at  ChatiUon  8ur  Seine  on 
20th  July  r774.     His  father^  who  belonged  to  an  old  and  respectable 
military  familj,  had  himself  followed  the  profession  of  arms ;  and  he  Early  hii- 
dflsiined  his  son,  from  his  earliest  years,  to  the  same.    At  the  early  age  ^^7  of 
of  fifteen^  he  received  his  commission  as  sab-lieutenant  in  a  regiment  ^^''''^"^' 
of  infantry ;  and  was  transferred^  in  January  1792,  into  one  of  artillery. 
He  made  his  first  essay  in  arms  in  the  campaign  of  1792,  when  he  was 
lUtached  to  the  army  of  the  Alps.     In  1792  he  served  at  the  siege  of 
Tonlon,  and  his  skiU  in  gunnery  there  first  attracted  the  notice  of  Napo- 
leon.    He  subsequently  accompanied  the  future  emperor  to  Paris,  and 
shared  in  his  disgrace  after  the  9th  Thcrmidor.     Having  afterwards  got 
employment  with  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  he  distinguished  himself  at 
the  combat  of  Monbach  and  several  lesser  affairs,  ip  which  he  com- 
manded^ under  Dessaix,  the  artillery  of  the  advanced  guard.    After  the 
armistice  in  December  1795  had  terminated  active  operations  on  the 
Rhinoy  he  returned  to  Paris,  where  Napoleon  had  now  risen  into  high 
favoor  with  government,  in  consequence  of  the  suppression  of  the  revolt 
of  the  Sections ;  and  from  him  he  obtained  the  situation  of  aide-de-camp^ 
which  he  held  through  all  the  Italian  campaigns.     Overflowing  with 
courage,  he  was  with  the  advanced  guard  of  cavalry  which  crossed  the 
river  above  Lodi,  and  had  his  horse  shot  under  him  on  that  occasion, 
notwithstanding  which,  he  captured  the  first  gun  which  was  taken  in 
that  terrible  combat,  for  which  he  received  a  sabre  of  honour.     At 
the  battle  of  Gastiglione  he  also  distinguished  himself;  and  so  brilliants  Blogra- 
were  the  services  rendered  during  the  actions  at  Areola,  that  Napoleon  phie  des 
selected  him  to  bear  the  standards  taken  to  the  Directory  at  Paris.'   He  Oontempo- 
became  marshal  of  France,  and  shared  largely  in  the  glories  and  dangers  ^'^S''  ^^' 
of  Napoleon's  campaigns.     He  was  a  most  able  general,  and,  in  the 
movements  of  a  campaign,  second  to  none  of  the  emperor's  lieutenants, 
though  on  the  field  of  battle  he  had  not  the  daring  of  Murat,  or  the  cool 
determination  of  Davoust.    Defeated  at  Salamanca  by  Wellington,  he 
had  afterwards  the  misfortune  to  be  twice  compelled  to  sign  a  capitula- 
tion of  Paris.     But  his  reputation  has  survived  these  rude  shocks ;  and 
his  Travels  in  the  East  prove,  that  to  the  eye  of  a  general  he  unites  the 
accomplishments  of  a  scholar,  and  the  heart  of  a  philanthropist 
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CHAP,   in  the  field  was  reduced  from  fifty  thousand  to  fifteen 
^^'     thousand  men,   of  whom   twelve   thousand,  under 


1796.    Davidowich,  had  taken  refuge  in  the  defiles  leading 
to   Mount  Brenner,   while   three   thousand,   under 
Results  af  Quasdanovich,   were   in   the   mountains   of  Friuli. 
]*T         Wurmser,  it  is  true,  had  brought  sixteen  thousand 
into  Mantua ;  but  this  force,  accumulated  in  a  b^ 
sieged  and  unhealthy  town,  was  of  no  real  service 
during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  and  rather, 
by  increasing  the  number  of  useless  mouths  within 
the  place,  accelerated  the  period  of  its  ultimate  sur- 
render.    Before  the  end  of  October,  ten  thousand 
of  the  garrison  were  in  the  hospitals,  so  that  the 
besieged  were  unable  either  to  make  any  use  of  their 
superfluous  numbers,  or  get  quit  of  the  unservice- 
>  Hard.  iii.  able  porsous  who  consumed  their  scanty  provisions. 
i^%'j3,^^'  But  these  successes,  great  as  they  were,  had  not 
iso^'^Th   ^^®^  purchased  without  a  very  heavy  loss  to  the 
iii.  400.      P^rench   army,  who,  in    these   rapid   actions,  were 
conq.*vi.    Weakened  by  above  fifteen  thousand  men,  in  killed, 
86, 88.       wounded,  and  prisoners.^ 

Both  parties  remained  in  inactivity  for  a  con- 
Vast  cfforu  sidcrablc  time  after  these  exhausting  efforts,  during 
on  both      which  the  Austrians  were  energetically  employed  in 
cruit  their  repairing  their  losses,  and  the  Republicans  in  draw- 
""*^*       ing  forces  from  the  other  side  of  the  Alps.     They 
took  advantage   of  the   delay  to  organize   revolu- 
tionary powers  throughout  all  the  north  of  Italy. 
Bologna  and  Ferrara  were  united  under  a  provi- 
sional government ;  Republican  forces,  and  Jacobin 
clubs  established,  and  all  the  machinery  of  demo- 
cracy put  in  full  operation ;    Modena  was  revolu- 
tionized, the  old  government  replaced  by  a  popular 
assembly,  and   French  troops  admitted  within  its 
walls ;  while  legions  of  national  guards  were  orga- 
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nized    throughout   the  whole  of   Lomhardy.      But    chap. 
more  efficient  auxiliaries  were  approaching.    Twelve      ^^' 


battalions  from  the  army  of  La  Vendue,  besides  the    1790. 
remainder  of  the  forces  of  Kellerman,  joyfully  crossed 
the  Alps,   happy  to  exchange  the  scene  of  utter 
penury  and  inglorious   warfare,   for  the  luxurious 
quarters  and  shining  achievements  of  the  Italian 
army.     In  the  end  of  October,  Alvinzi,  who  had 
assumed  the  command  of  the  army  in  Friuli,  had 
assembled  forty  thousand  men  under  his  standards ; 
while  the  corps  of  Davidowich  was  raised,  by  the 
junction  of  a  large  body  of  the  Tyrolese  militia,  a 
force  admirably  adapted  for  mountain  warfare,  to 
eighteen  thousand  men.      To  oppose  this  mass  of. 
assailants,  Napoleon  had  twelve  thousand  men  under 
Vaubois,  on  the  Lavis,  in  front  of  Trent;  twenty 
thousand  on  the  Brenta  and  the  Adige  observing 
Alvinzi,  and  ten  thousand  guarding  the  lines  round 
Mantua.      The   disproportion,   therefore,  was  veryi  xj,  ^iii. 
great  in  every  quarter,  and  Napoleon,  justly  alarmed  ^^' 1^^- 
at  his  situation,  and  chagrined  at  the  Directory  fori46,i68. 
not  putting  a  larger  force  at  his  disposal,  wrote  to  ^i'^'l^, 
the  government  that  he  was  about  to  lose  the  whole  n<>^*  ^• 
of  his  Italian  conquests.^ 

*  Napoleon*8  letter  was  in  these  terms : — "  Mantua  cannot  be  reduced  8th  Oct. 
before  the  middle  of  February  ;  you  will  perceive  from  that  how  critical  170((. 
oar  situation  is ;  and  our  political  system  is,  if  possible,  still  worse. 
Peace  with  Naples  is  indispensable ;  an  alliance  with  Genoa  and  Turin 
necessary.  Lose  no  time  in  taking  the  people  of  Lombardy,  Modena, 
Bologna,  and  Ferrara,  under  your  protection,  and,  above  all,  send  rein- 
forcements. The  Emperor  has  thrice  reformed  his  army  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign.  Every  thing  is  going  wrong  in  Italy ;  the 
pretlig^  of  our  forces  is  dissipated ;  the  enemy  now  count  our  ranks.  It 
in  indispensable  that  you  take  iiito  your  instant  consideration  the  criti- 
cal situation  of  the  Italian  army,  and  forthwith  secure  it  friends  both 
among  kings  and  people.  The  influence  of  Rome  is  incalculable ;  you 
did  wrong  in  breaking  with  that  power ;  I  would  have  temporized  with 
it,  as  we  have  done  with  Venice  and  Genoa.     Whenever  the  gencrcil  in 
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CHAP.       The  Austrian  preparations  being  completed,  Al- 
•     vinzi,  on  the  1st  November,  threw  two  bridges  over 


1796.    ^^6   Piave,  and  advanced  against  Massena,  whose 
Nov.  6.      headquarters  were  at  Bassano.     At  the  approach 
^^|^^_    of  the  Imperialists  in  such  superior  force,  the  French 
Tanoes.      fell  back  to  Vicenza,  and  Napoleon  hastened,  with 
the  division  of  Augereau,  and  the  reserve,  to  their 
support.     On  the  6th,  a  general  battle  took  place. 
Massena  overthrew  the  Austrian  left,  commanded 
by  Pro  vera  and  Liptay,  and  drove  them  with  loss 
over  the  Brenta;  while  Napoleon  himself  defeated 
the  right,  under  Quasdanovich,  and  would  have  car- 
ried the  town  of  BasSano,  which  the  Imperialists 
occupied  in  force,   had   not  Hohenzollern,   who 
advanced  at  the  head  of  the  Austrian  reserve,  made 
good  the  place  till  nightfall.     But  early  on  the  fol- 
iNap.iii.   lowing  momiug,  the  general   received  intelligence 
viu.643/  from  Vaubois,  in  the  Tyrol,  which  not  only  inter- 
vict  et      rupted  his  career  of  success,  but  rendered  an  imme- 

Conq.  vu.        ,  -"^ 

186, 189.    diate  retreat  on  the  part  of  the  whole  Republican 
army  unavoidable.* 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  he  had  received,  that 
Nov.  1.      General,  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  Austrians 
Defeat  of   crosscd  the  Piave,  commenced  an  attack  on  their 
ttie^impe^'^  positiou  OH  the  Lavis ;  but  he  was  not  only  received 
riaiuts.      with  the  utmost  intrepidity,  but  worsted  in  the  en- 
counter, and  his  forces  having  fallen  into  confusion 
in  the  course  of  their  retreat  through  the  narrow 
valley,  he  was  driven  back  in  disorder,  through  the 

Italy  is  not  the  centre  of  negotiation  as  well  as  military  operations,  the 
greatest  risks  wiU  be  incurred.  Tou  may  ascribe  this  language  to  am- 
bition ;  but  I  am  satiated  with  honours,  and  my  health  is  so  broken, 
that  I  must  implore  you  to  give  me  a  successor. — I  can  no  longer  sit  on 
horseback;  my  courage  alone  is  unshaken.  Every  thing  uxu  ready  for 
the  explotion  at  Genoa  ;  but  Faypoult  thought  it  expedient  to  delay.  Wo 
must  conciliate  Genoa  till  the  new  order  of  things  is  more  firmly  esta- 
blished.'*—C(w/Wewf.  Detpatchcif  Oct.  8,  1796,  ii.  92,93. 
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town  of  Trent,  to  the  defile  of  Galliano,  with  the  loss    chap. 
of  four  thousand  men.     There  he  made  a  stand  :  but 


Davidowich,  having  caused  a  large  part  of  his  forces    1796, 
to  cross  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Adige,  passed  that 
post,  and  was  moving  rapidly  down  on  Montebaldo 
and  Rivoli,  so  as  to  threaten  his  communications 
with  Verona,  and  the  remainder  of  the  army.     No- 
thing was  left  for  Vaubois  but  to  retire  in  haste  to- 
wards Verona,  which  was  seriously  menaced  by  the  *  Nap.  lii. 
increasing  forces  of  the  Tyrolese  army;  while  their Th.viii. 
progress  on  the  Montebaldo  could  only  be  arrested  ^^'^^  ^^^• 
by  brinffinff  up  Joubert  in  the  utmost  haste  from  the  Conq.  vii. 

•  185  189 

lines  of  Mantua.' 

No  sooner  was  this  disastrous  intelligence  received 
by  Napoleon,  than  he  drew  back  his  whole  force  Napoleon 
through  Vicenza  to  Verona ;  while  Alvinzi,  who  was  pepg^'t^ 
himself  preparing  to  retire,  after  his  check  on  the  |Ji®jP^^*^" 
preceding  day,  immediately  resumed  the  offensive. 
Napoleon  in  person  proceeded,  with  such  troops  as 
he  could  collect,  in  the  utmost  haste  to  the  Mon- 
tebaldo, where  he  found  the  division  of  Vaubois  all 
assembled  on  the  plateau  of  Rivoli,  and  so  much 
reinforced  as  to  be  able  to  withstand  an  attack.  He 
here  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  a  severe  example 
of  the  regiments  whose  panic  had  so  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  the  army.  Collecting  the  troops  into  a  circle, 
he  addressed  them,  with  a  severe  tone,  in  these  words 
— "  Soldiers,  I  am  displeased  with  you.  You  have 
evinced  neither  discipline,  nor  valour,  nor  constancy. 
You  have  allowed  yourselves  to  be  chased  from  posi- 
tions, where  a  handful  of  resolute  men  might  have 
arrested  an  army.  Soldiers  of  the  39th  and  85th 
you  are  no  longer  French  soldiers.  Chief  of  the  staff, 
cause  it  to  be  written  on  their  standards,  Th^  are 
no  longer  of  the  anny  of  ItaJy.''^      These    terrible 
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CHAP,   words,   pronounced  with   a  menacing  voice,  filled 
^^'     these  brave  regiments  with  consternation.    The  laws 


1796.    ^^  discipline  could  not  restrain  the  sounds  of  grief 

which  burst  from  their  ranks.      They  broke  their 

array,  and,  crowding  round  the  general,  entreated 

that  he  would  lead  them  into  action,  and  give  them 

an  opportunity  of  showing  whether  they  were  not  of 

the  Army  of  Italy.      Napoleon  consoled  them  by 

^  Nap.  ill.  some  kind  expressions,  and,  feigning  to  yield  to  their 

vm:45^6^   prayers,  promised  to  suspend  the  order ;  and  a  few 

Vict,  et      days  after,  they  behaved  with  uncommon  gallantry, 

iGi-ioe!    and  regained  their  place  in  his  esteem.^ 

Notwithstanding  his  check  on  the  Brenta,  the  ope- 
Retorns  to  ratious  of  Alviuzi  had  hitherto  been  crowned  with 
md^is  tSere  *^^  most  brilliant  success.     He  had  regained  posses- 
defeated.     gion  of  the  wholc  of  the  Italian  Tyrol,  and  of  all  the 
plain  of  Italy  between  that  river  and  the  Adige. 
But  the  most  difficult  part  still  remained,  which  was 
to  pass  the  latter  stream  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
and  efifect  a  junction  with  the   right  wing,  under 
Davidowich,   which   had   achieved   such   important 
advantages.    He  followed  the  retiring  columns  of  the 
Republicans,  who  took  a  position  on  the  heights  of 
Caldiero,  determined  to  defend  the  road  to  Verona 
to  the  very  uttermost.     Napoleon  arrived  there  from 
the  Montebaldo,  on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  and 
resolved  to  attack  Alvinzi  on  the  following  day,  who 
Nov.  1 1      had  occupied  a  strong  position  directly  in  front,  his 
left  resting  on  the  marshes  of  Areola,  and  his  right 
on  the  heights  of  Caldiero  and  the  village  of  Colog- 
nola.      Massena  was  directed  to  attack  the  right, 
which  appeared  the  most  accessible,  and  his  advan- 
ced guard  succeeded  in  ascending  an  eminence,  sur- 
mounted by  a  mill,  which  the  Austrian  general  had 
-    neglected  to  occupy ;  but  the  Imperialists,  returning 
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in  force,  regained  the  post,  and  made  the  brigade    chap. 
prisoners.     The  action  continued  the  remainder  of     ^^' 
the  day  along  the  whole  line,  without  decisive  sue-    1795. 
cess  to  either  party ;  but  the  rain,  which  fell  in  tor- 
rents, and  the  mud  which  clogged  their  wheels,  pre- 
vented the  French  artillery  from  being  brought  up 
to  meet  the  fire  of  the  Austrian  cannon,  which,  in 
position,   thufidered  with  terrible   efi^ect  upon  the 
Republican  columns.     Wearied  and  dispirited,  they  1  Nap.  iii. 
drew  back  at  night,  yielding,  for  the  first  time  in ^457**' 
the  campaign,  the  victory  in  a  pitched  battle  to  their  vict  et 

•        «  Conq.  vii« 

enemies.  104, 105. 

The  situation  of  Napoleon  was  now,  to  all  appear- 
ance, utterly  desperate.     He  had  lost  four  thousand  Penious 
men  under  Vaubois,  three  thousand  in  the  recent  ^^^^^^"^^ 
actions  with  Alvinzi ;  his  troops,  dispirited  with  these 
disasters,  had  lost  much  of  their  confidence  and  cour- 
age, and  a  depressing  feeling  of  the  great  strength  of 
the  enemy  had  entered  every  breast.     The  army,  it 
was  true,  had  still  the  advantage  of  a  central  position 
at  Verona,  in  the  midst  of  their  enemies ;  but  they 
could  resume  the  ofilensive  in  no  direction  with  any 
appearance  of  success.     In  the  north  they  were  ar- 
rested by  the  defiles  of  the  Tyrol ;  in  the  east  by 
the  position  of  Caldiero,  known  by  recent  experience 
to  be  impregnable ;  in  the  south  the  blockading  force 
was  hardly  able  to  make  head  against  the  frequent 
sorties  of  the  garrison  of  Mantua.     The  peril  of  their 
situation  rapidly  gained  the  minds  of  the  French 
soldiers,  more  capable  than  any  others  in  Europe  of 
judging  of  the  probable  course  of  events,  and  ex-aj,,^jii 
tremely  susceptible  of  strong  impressions;  and  it'*58,460. 
required  all  the  art  of  the  general,  aided  by  the  elo-356,;i57. 
quence  of  his  lieutenants,  to  hinder  them  from  sink-  J^^^^^ 


Vll. 


ing  under  their  misfortunes.^     Napoleon  wrote  in  the  i»5,  loo. 
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CHAP,   most  desponding  terms  to  the  Directory,  bat  in  pub- 
^^'     lie  he  assumed  the  appearance  of  confidence ;  and 


designs. 


1796.  ^^^  wounded  in  the  city,  hearing  of  the  peril  of  the 
army,  began  to  issue,  with  their  wounds  yet  im- 
stanched,  from  the  hospitals.^ 

But  the  genius  of  Napoleon  did  not  desert  him  in 

His  new     this  evcntful   crisis.     Without   communicating   his 

design  to  any  one,  he  ordered  the  whole  army  to  be 

*  The  gloomy  anticipations  of  Napoleon  at  this  period  are  strongly 
depicted  in  the  following  interesting  secret  despatch  to  the  Directory : — 
"  If  the  events  I  hare  to  recount  are  not  propitious^  yon  will  not  ascribe 
it  to  the  army ;  its  inferiority,  and  the  exhaustion  of  its  brave  men, 
give  me  every  reason  to  fear  for  it.  Perhaps  we  are  on  the  eve  of  losing 
Italy.  None  of  the  promised  succours  have  arrived;  they  are  all  arrested 
at  Lyons  or  Marseilles.  The  activity  of  our  government  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  can  alone  give  you  an  idea  of  the  energy  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna ;  hardly  a  day  elapses  that  they  do  not  receive  five 
thousand  men^  and  for  two  months  I  have  only  been  joined  by  a  single 
battalion.  I  do  my  duty ;  the  army  does  its  part ;  my  soul  is  lacerated, 
but  my  conscience  is  at  ease.  I  never  received  a  fourth  part  of  the  suc- 
cours which  the  Minister  of  War  announces  in  his  despatches. 

"  To-day  I  shall  allow  the  troops  to  repose ;  but  to-morrow  we  shall 
renew  our  operations.  I  despair  of  preventing  the  raising  the  blockade 
of  Mantua ;  should  that  disaster  arrive,  we  shall  soon  be  behind  the 
Adda,  if  not  over  the  Alps.  The  wounded  are  few,  but  they  are  the 
ilite  of  the  army.  Our  best  officers  are  struck  down  ;  the  army  of  Italy, 
reduced  to  a  handful  of  heroes,  is  exhausted.  The  heroes  of  Lodi,  of 
Millesimo,  of  Castiglione,  of  Bassano,  are  dead,  or  in  hospital ;  there 
remains  only  their  reputation,  and  the  pride  they  have  given  to  the 
soldiers.  Joubert,  Lanuse^  Victor,  Murat,  Chariot,  are  wounded :  we 
are  abandoned  in  the  extremity  of  Italy. 

''  I  have  lost  few  soldiers,  but  those  who  have  fallen  are  the  flower 
of  the  [army,  whom  it  is  impossible  to  replace.  Such  as  remain  have 
devoted  themselves  to  death.  Perhaps  the  hour  of  the  brave  Augereau, 
of  the  intrepid  Massena,  of  Berthier,  is  about  to  strike ;  what,  then,  will 
become  of  these  brave  soldiers  1  This  consideration  renders  me  circum- 
fipect ;  I  know  not  how  to  brave  death,  when  it  would  so  certainly  be 
the  ruin  of  those  who  have  so  long  been  the  object  of  my  solicitude. 

"  In  a  few  days  we  shall  make  a  last  effort ;  should  fortune  prove 
favourable,  we  shall  lake  Mantua,  and  with  it  Italy.  Had  I  received 
the  83d,  three  thousand  five  hundred  strong,  I  would  have  answered  for 
every  thing ;  in  a  few  days  forty  thousand  men  will  perhaps  not  give 
me  the  same  security.*' — Confidential  Dfttpatchf  \4th  Nov.  ii.  246-251. 
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under  arms  at  nightfall,  on  the  14th  November,  and    chap. 
they  began  their  march  in  three  columns,  crossed      ^^' 


the  Adige,  and  took  the  road  to  Milan.  The  hour  1^96 
of  departure,  the  route,  the  universal  ignorance  in 
regard  to  their  destination,  all  inspired  the  belief 
that  they  were  about  to  retreat,  and  relinquish  to 
their  insulting  rivals  the  plains  of  Italy.  Breathless 
with  anxiety,  the  troops  defiled  through  the  gates 
of  Verona;  not  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  ranks; 
grief  filled  every  heart;  in  the  dark  columns,  the 
measured  tread  of  marching  men  alone  was  heard ; 
when  suddenly  the  order  was  given  to  turn  rapidly 
to  the  left,  and  all  the  corps,  descending  the  course 
of  the  Adige,  arrived  before  daybreak  at  Ronco. 
There  they  found  a  bridge  of  boats  prepared,  and  the 
whole  army  was  rapidly  passed  to  the  other  side,  and 
found  itself  in  an  immense  sea  of  morasses.  A  ge- 
neral feeling  of  joy  was  immediately  diflTused  over  the 
army :  the  soldiers  now  perceived  that  the  contest  for 
Italy  was  not  abandoned,  and,  passing  quickly  from 
one  extreme  to  another,  prepared  with  alacrity  to  fol- 
low the  footsteps  of  their  leader,  without  any  regard  i  xh.  vm, 
to  the  fearful  odds  to  which  they  were  exposed.^        tn^'ss?^^ 

Having  perceived,  during  the  former  action  at 
Caldiero,  that  the  position  was  too  strong  to  be  car-  ^^  ^^^^ 
ried  by  an  attack  in  front.  Napoleon  had  resolved  to  ^^^^  ^^ 
assail  it  in  flank,  by  the  village  of  Abcola,  and  for  turn  the 
that  purpose  placed  his  army  in  the  midst  of  the^^^^"^ 
morasses,  which  stretched  from  thence  to  the  banks  i>7  Areola. 
of  the  Po.     He  thought  with  reason,  that,  on  the 
narrow  causeways  which  traversed  these  marshes, 
the  superiority  of  numbers  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
would  be  unavailing;  every  thing  would  come  to 
depend  on  the  resolution  of  the  heads  of  columns ; 
and  he  hoped  that  the  courage  of  his  soldiers,  restored 
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CHAP,   by  being  thus  brought  to  combat  on  equal  terms 
'_^  with  the  enemy,  and  animated  by  this  novel  species 


1796.    ^f  warfare,  would  prevail  over  the  discipline  and 
tenacity  of  the  Germans.     The  position  which  he  had 
chosen  was  singularly  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  in 
view.     Three  chaussees  branch  oflF  from  Ronco ;  one 
following  the  left  bank  of  the  Adige,  remounts  that 
river  to  Verona ;  one  in  the  centre  leads  straight  to 
Areola,  by  a  stone  bridge  over  the  little  stream  of  the 
Alpon ;  the  third,  on  the  right,  follows  the  descend- 
ing course  of  the  Adige  to  Albando.     Three  columns 
were  moved  forward  on  these  chaussees ;  that  on  the 
1  Nap.  iii.  left  was  dcstinod  to  approach  Verona,  and  observe 
Th.Viii.     ^hat  town  so  as  to  secure  it  from  any  sudden  attack 
p^noMd     ^^  *^^  enemy ;  that  in  the  centre,  to  attack  the  flank 
observa-     of  their  positiou  by  the  village  of  Areola ;  that  on 
the  right,  to  cut  off  their  retreat.^ 

At  daybreak,  on  the  Idth,  Massena  advanced  on 
15th  Nov.  the  first  chaussee  as  far  as  a  small  eminence,  which 
actions"  brought  him  in  sight  of  the  steeples  of  Verona,  and 
there.  rcmovcd  all  anxiety  in  that  quarter.  Augereau, 
with  the  division  in  the  centre,  pushed,  without  be- 
ing perceived,  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Areola ;  but  his 
advanced  guard  was  there  met  by  three  battalions 
of  Croats,  who  kept  up  so  heavy  a  fire  on  the  head 
of  the  column,  that,  notwithstanding  the  greatest 
exertions  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers,  they  were 
driven  back.  In  vain  Augereau  himself  hastened  to 
the  spot,  and  led  them  back  to  the  charge  :  the  fire 
at  the  bridge  was  so  violent,  that  he  was  overthrown, 
and  compelled  to  halt  the  column.  Meanwhile,  Al- 
vinzi,  whose  attention  was  fixed  on  Verona,  where 
he  imagined  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  forces  to  be,  was 
confounded  in  the  morning  at  hearing  a  violent  fire 
in  the  marshes.     At  first  he  imagined  that  it  was 
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merely  a  few  light  troops,  but  soon  intelligence  ar-   chap. 
rived  from  all  quarters  that  the  enemy  were  advanc- 


XX. 


ing  in  force  on  all  the  dikes,  and  threatened  the  flank  1796. 
and  rear  of  his  position.  He  immediately  despatched 
two  divisions  along  the  chattssSes  by  which  the  enemy 
was  approaching;  that  commanded  by  Mitrouski 
advanced  to  defend  the  village  of  Areola,  while  that 
under  Provera  marched  against  the  division  of  Mas^ 
sena.  The  latter  column  soon  commenced  an  attack 
on  their  antagonists,  but  they  were  unable  to  with- 
stand the  impetuous  shock  of  Massena's  grenadiers, 
and  were  driven  back  with  heavy  loss.  Mitrouski, 
at  the  same  time,  passed  through  Areola,  crossed  the 
bridge,  and  attacked  the  corps  of  Augereau ;  but  they 
also  were  repulsed  and  followed  to  the  bridge  by  the 
victorious  French.  There  commenced  a  desperate 
struggle ;  the  Republican  column  advanced  with  the  1  vict  et 
utmost  intrepidity,  but  they  were  received  with  so  JsJS^J^** 
tremendous  a  fire  from  the  artillery  in  front,  and  aNap.  m. 
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line  of  infantry  stationed  along  the  banks  of  thexh/viii. 
Alpon  in  flank,  that  they  staggered  and  fell  back.^    463,465. 

Napoleon,  deeming  the  possession  of  Areola  indis- 
pensable not  only  to  his  future  operations,  but  to  Heroic 
the  safety  of  his  own  army,  put  himself  with  his^^^^°^ 
crenerals  at  the  head  of  the  column,  seized  a  standard,  ^th  parties 

retire  at 

advanced  without  shrinking  through  a  tempest  of  night. 
shot,  and  planted  it  on  the  middle  of  the  bridge ;  but 
the  fire  there  became  so  violent  that  his  grenadiers 
hesitated,  and,  seizing  the  general  in  their  arms,  bore 
him  back  amidst  a  cloud  of  smoke,  the  dead  and  the 
dying.  The  Austrians  instantly  rushed  over  the 
bridge,  and  pushed  the  crowd  of  fugitives  into  the 
marsh,  where  Napoleon  lay  up  to  the  middle  in  water, 
while  the  enemy's  soldiers  for  a  minute  surrounded 
him  on  all  sides.     The  French  grenadiers  soon  per- 
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CHAP,   ceived  that  their  commander  was  left  behind ;  the 
^^'     cry  ran  through  their  ranks,  "  Forward  to  save  the 


1796.    General,"  and,  returning  to  the  charge,  they  drove 
back  the  Austrians,  and  extricated  Napoleon  from 
his  perilous  situation.     During  this  terrible  strife, 
Lannes  received  three  wounds.     His  aide-de-camp, 
M euron,  was  killed  by  his  side,  when  covering  his 
general  with  his  body,  and  almost  all  his  personal 
staflF  were  badly  wounded.     Meanwhile  Guieux,  who 
commanded  the  column  which  had  been  directed 
against  Albaredo,  had  arrived  at  that  place,  and  was 
directly  in  rear  of  the  village  of  Areola ;  but  it  was 
too  late.     During  the  desperate  stand  there  made  by 
the  Austrians,  Alvinzi  had  gained  time  to  draw  off 
his  baggage  and  artillery,  and  it  was  no  longer  pos- 
sible to  take  the  enemy  in  rear.     Towards  evening, 
the  Austrians  abandoned  Areola,  and  drew  up  their 
army,  facing  the  marshes,  at  the  foot  of  the  heights 
I6ih  Not.  of  Caldicro.     In  the  night.  Napoleon,  on  his  side, 
withdrew  his  forces  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Adige, 
leaving  only  an  advanced  guard  on  the  left  bank ; 
while  the  Austrians  re-occupied  the  village  of  Areola, 
and  all  the  ground  which  had  been  so  vehemently 
disputed  on  the  preceding  day.    They  even  advanced, 
in  the  confidence  of  victory,  along  the  dikes,  to  within 
six  hundred  yards  of  the  village  of  Ronco ;  but  when 
they  were  thus  far  engaged  in  the  defiles,  the  French 
1  Nap.  ui.  attacked  them  with  the  bayonet,  and  drove  back 
^/4u.*    their  columns,  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  to  the 
467, 468.    vicinity  of  Areola.     The  battle  continued  the  whole 
conq.  yU.  day  with  various  success,  and  at  nightfall  both  par- 
^w^  u  ti®^  retired,  the  Austrians  over  the  Alpon,  the  Re- 
*2e  *°^  ^'  P^hl^c^^s  across  the  Adige.^ 

During  the  whole  of  these  eventful  days,  big  with 
the  fate  of  Italy  and  the  world,  the  conduct  of  the 
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Austrian  generals  was  timid,  and  unworthy  of  the    chap. 
brave  troops  whom  they  commanded.     Davidowich,      ^^" 


while  the  contest  was  raging  on  the  lower  Adige,  re-  1796. 
mained  in  total  inactivity  on  the  upper  part  of  that 
stream ;  while  Alvinzi,  fettered  by  secret  instructions  Timid  con- 
from  the  Aulic  Council  to  attempt  nothing  hazard- ^^tri«n*** 
ous,  and  rather  keep  on  the  defensive,  in  order  to  fa-K®"*®**^- 
cilitate  the  hidden  negotiations  which  were  going  for- 
ward or  about  to  commence,  repeatedly  halted  in  the 
career  of  success,  and  lost  the  fairest  opportunities  of 
crushing  his  adversary.  Napoleon,  aware,  from  the 
treachery  which  constantly  prevailed  at  the  Imperial 
headquarters,  of  these  secret  restrictions,  augmented 
the  irresolution  of  the  commander-in-chief  by  pri- 
vately despatching  intelligence  from  Verona  to  him 
of  the  approaching  mission  of  Clarke  to  conduct  ne- 
gotiations for  peace,  of  the  conferences  opened  at  Paris 
with  England,  and  the  probability  of  an  immediate 
accommodation.  Alvinzi  rejected  the  proposal  for 
an  armistice  which  he  made,  but  suspended  his  move- 
ments to  join  Davidowich,  and  paralyzed  every  suc- 
cessful operation  for  fear  of  injuring  the  negotiations. 
To  such  a  length  did  this  timidity  proceed,  that  when, 
after  the  repulse  of  the  French  from  Areola,  his 
bravest  officers  besought  him  instantly  to  form  a 
junction  with  Davidowich,  and  terminate  the  war  by 
a  general  attack  on  Verona ;  instead  of  following  the  1  Hard.  iv. 
heroic  advice,  he  retired  towards  Vicenza.^  ®^'  ^*- 

Again  the  sun  rose  on  this  dreadful  scene  of  car- 
nage, and  both  parties  advanced,  with  diminished  ^°®^  *^ 
numbers  but  undecaying  fury,  to  the  struggle  which  1 7th  Noy. 
was  to  decide  the  fate  of  Italy.  They  met  in  the 
middle  of  the  dikes,  and  fought  with  the  utmost  ani- 
mosity. The  French  column  in  the  centre  was  routed, 
and  driven  back  so  far,  that  the  Austrian  balls  fell 
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CHAP,   upon  the  bridge  of  Ronco,  where  the  action  was  re- 
^^'     stored  by  a  regiment  which  Napoleon  had  placed  in 


1795  ambuscade  among  the  willows  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
and  which  attacked  the  victorious  column  in  flank, 
when  disordered  by  success,  with  such  vigour,  that 
they  were  almost  all  driven  into  the  marshes.  Mas^ 
sena,  on  his  dike,  experienced  similar  vicissitudes, 
and  was  only  enabled  to  keep  his  ground  by  placing 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  column,  and  leading  the 
soldiers  on  with  his  hat  on  the  point  of  his  sword. 
Towards  noon,  however,  Napoleoli  perceiving  that 
the  enemy  were  exhausted  with  fatigue,  while  his 
own  soldiers  were  comparatively  fresh,  deemed  the 
moment  for  decisive  success  arrived,  and  ordered  a 
general  charge  of  all  his  forces  along  both  chattssees  ; 
and,  having  cleared  them  of  the  enemy,  formed  his 
troops  in  order  of  battle  at  their  extremity,  on  the 
firm  ground,  having  the  right  towards  Porto  Legnago 
and  the  left  at  Areola.  By  orders  of  the  French 
general,  the  garrison  of  that  place  issued  forth  with 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  so  as  to  take  the  enemy  in  rear ; 
while  a  body  of  trumpeters  was  sent,  under  cover  of 
the  willows,  to  their  extreme  left  flank,  with  orders 
to  sound  a  charge,  as  soon  as  the  action  was  fully  en- 
gaged along  the  whole  line.  These  measures  were 
completely  successful.  The  Austrian  commander, 
while  bravely  resisting  in  front,  hearing  a  cannonade 
in  his  rear,  and  the  trumpets  of  a  whole  division  of 
cavalry  in  his  flank,  ordered  a  retreat,  and,  after  a 
desperate  struggle  of  three  days'  duration,  yielded 
the  victory  to  his  enemies.  Alvinzi  had  stationed 
eight  thousand  men  in  echelon  along  his  line  of  re- 
treat, so  that  he  was  enabled  to  retire  in  good  order, 
and  with  very  little  further  loss.  It  was  so  apparent 
to  all  the  Austrian  army  that  this  last  retreat  was 
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the  result  of  a  secret  nnderstandinir  with  the  French    chap. 
general,  and  with  a  view  to  the  negotiation  which  was  ' 


now  depending,  that  they  openly  and  loudly  express-    1705. 
ed  their  indignation.     One  colonel  broke  his  sword 
in  pieces,  and  declared  he  would  no  longer  serve  un- 
der a  commander  whose  conduct  brought  disgrace  on 
his  troops.     Certain  it  is,  that  Alvinzi,  during  this 
dreadful  strife  at  Areola,  had  neither  evinced  the 
capacity  nor  the  spirit  of  a  general  worthy  to  combat  ^  Hard.  !▼. 
with  Napoleon  ; — ^not  that  he  was  in  reality  deficient  nVJ  lii. 
in  either,  but  that  the  ruinous  fetters  of  the  Aulic  ^'^' 
Council  paralyzed  all  his  movements ;  and  the  dread  476, 4ii, 

of  hazarding  any  thing  on  the  eve  of  a  negotiation,  ^2™' 1^2. 
made  him  throw  away  every  chance  of  success.^ 
-  While  this  desperate  struggle  waa  going  forward 
in  the  marshes  of  Areola,  Davidowich,  who  had  open-  Feeble 
ed  the  campaign  with  such  brilliant  success,  was  far  ^f^|^^"* 
from  following  up  his  advantages  with  the  vigour  dowich." 
which  might  have  been  expected.    He  merely  advan- 
ced with  his  forces  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Verona  Nov.  18. 
on  the  18th,  following  Vaubois,  who  abandoned  the 
positions  of  Corona  and  Rivoli  on  his  approach; 
whereas,  had  he  pressed  him  hard  on  the  preceding 
days.  Napoleon  would  have  been  compelled  to  cross 
the  Adige,  and  raise  the  siege  of  Mantua.     Without 
losing  an  instant,  the  French  general  returned  with 
a  large  part  of  his  forces  through  Verona,  and  com- 
pelled Davidowich  to  retire  into  the  Tyrol,  while  the 
French  resumed  their  old  positions  at  Corona  and 
Rivoli ;  and  Augereau  drove  them  from  Dolce,  with 
the  loss  of  one  thousand  prisoners  and  nine  pieces  of 
cannon.     The  inhabitants  of  that  town  were  lost  in 
astonishment  when  they  beheld  the  army  which  had 
left  their  walls  by  the  gate  of  Milan  three  days  before, 
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jghap.   return  in  triumpli,  after  so  terrible  a  combat,  by  the 
^^'     gate  of  Venice ;  and,  without  halting,  pass  through 
1796.    ^he  town  to  make  head  against  the  fresh  enemies  who 
approached  from  the  Tyrol.     Alvinzi,  when  Napo- 
leon was  absent  in  pursuit  of  Davidowich,  advanced 
towards  Verona,  now  chiefly  occupied  by  invalids 
and  wounded  men,  and  a  universal  joy  pervaded  the 
army  when  the  order  to  march  in  that  direction  was 
given ;  but  his  old  irresolution  soon  returned ;  the 
'  Uaid.  iv.  instructions  of  the  Aulic  Council  prevailed  over  his 
iii.  37  K^*  better  genius,  and  the  final  order  to  retire  to  Vicenza 
^.  ▼lii.     again  spread  grief  and  despair  among  his  heroic  fol- 
lowers. 

The  results  of  the  battle  of  Areola,  how  glorious 
Remiita  of  soovcr  to  the  Frouch  arms,  were  by  no  means  so  de- 
^Z.  *'■     cisi ve  as  those  of  the  previous  victories  gained  in  the 
campaign.     The  actions  had  been  most  obstinately 
contested ;  and  though  the  Imperialists  ultimately 
retired,  and  Mantua  was  unrelieved,  yet  the  victors 
were  nearly  as  much  weakened  as  the  vanquished. 
The  loss  of  the  French  in  all,  including  the  actions 
with  Davidowich,  was  fifteen  thousand  men,  while 
that  of  the  Austrians  did  not  exceed  eighteen  thou- 
sand.     During  the   confusion  consequent  on  such 
desperate  engagements,  the  garrison  of  Mantua  made 
frequent  sorties ;  and  Wurmser  availed  himself  with 
such   skill  of   the   temporary  interruption  of   the 
blockade,   that  considerable  convoys  of  provisions 
» Jam.  ix.  were  introduced  into  the  place,  and,  by  putting  the 
fii.^371!^^  garrison   on   half  rations,   and  calculating  on  the 
3^.   Th.  great  mortality  among  the  troops,  which  daily  dimi- 
473*    Vict  nished  their  number,  he  still  held  out  hopes  that  he 
vii!^8     ^^^^  maintain  his  position  till  a  fourth  effort  was 
*!*•         made  for  his  relief.* 

The  intelligence  of  these  hard-fought  victories  ex- 
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cited  the  most  enthusiastic  transports  throughout  all    chap. 
France.     The  battle  of  Areola  especially,  with  its     ^^' 
desperate  chances  and  perilous  passages,  was  the  ob-    1795^ 
ject  of    universal   admiration.      The  people  were  Ext»oidi- 
never  weary  of  celebrating  the  genius  which  hadjl^,^^** 
selected,  amidst  the  dikes  of  Ronco,  a  field  of  battle 
where  numbers  were  unavailing  and  courage  irre- 
sistible ;  and  the  heroic  intrepidity  which  made  the 
soldier  forget  the  general,  and  recalled  the  exploits 
of  the  knights  of  romance.     Every  where  medals 
were  exhibited  of  the  young  general  on  the  bridge  of 
Areola,  with«the  standard  in  his  hand,  in  the  midst 
of  the  fire  and  smoke.     The  Councils  decreed  that 
the  army  of  Italy  had  deserved  well  of  their  country, 
and  that  the  standards  which  Napoleon  and  Auge- 
reau  had  borne  on  thlEit  memorable  occasion,  should 
be  given  to  them,  to  be  preserved  as  precious  trophies  1  ih.  tul 
in  their  families.^  *^^* 

Nor  were  the  Austrians  less  distinguished  by  pa- 
triotic feeling.     While  the  triumphs  of  the  Arch- vast  efforts 
duke  Charles  on  the  Danube  had  saved  Germany,  J*^^®  ^"•' 
and  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  the  ardour  of  the 
people,  the  reverses  in  Italy  came  to  damp  the  gene- 
ral joy,  and  renew,  in  a  quarter  where  it  was  least 
expected,  the  peril  of  the  monarchy.     With  uncon- 
querable resolution  they  prepared  to  face  the  dan- 
ger ;  the  affectionate  ardour  of  the  hereditary  states 
shewed  itself  in  the  moment  of  alarm ;  the  people 
every  where  flew  to  arms ;  numerous  battalions  of 
volunteers  were  formed  to  repair  the  chasms  in  the 
regular  forces ;  Vienna  alone  raised  four  regiments, 
which  received  standards  embroidered  by  the  hand 
of  the  Empress :  and,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  a'^oui.  w. 
fourth  armV  was  formed  in  the  mountaiiis  of  Friuli  l^'ki'.'^- 
and  Tyrol,  nowise  inferior  either  in  numbers  or  reso- 152; '  *^* 
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CHAP,   lution  to  those  which  had  wasted  under  the  sword  of 
Napoleon. 


1796.       After  the  battle  of  Areola,  the  negotiation^  the 
MiMionof  commencement   of  which  had  been  attended  with 
n^tute    ®^^^  ^^^^  efltects  to  the  Imperial  fortunes  during 
for  pence,    the  action,  was  continued  with  the  greatest  activity 
between  the  headquarters  of  the  two  armies.  General 
Clarke,  the  republican  envoy,  arrived  at  the  head- 
quarters of  Napoleon,  and  it  was  at  first  proposed 
to  conclude  an  armistice  of  three  months,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  negotiations ;  but  this  the  French  ge- 
neral, who  saw  the  command  of  Italy  on  the  point  of 
slipping  from  his  grasp,  and  was  well  aware  that  the 
fate  of  the  war  depended  on  Mantua,  resolutely  op- 
posed.^   Clarke,  however,  continued  to   argue   in 
favour  of  the  armistice,  and  produced  the  instructions 
of  his  government,   which  were    precise  on   that 
point ;  but  Napoleon,  secure  of  the  support  of  Bar- 
ras,  at  once  let  him  know  that  he  was  resolved  not 
to  share  his  authority  with  any  one.     *^  If  you  come 
here  to  obey  me,"  said  he,  "  I  will  always  see  you 

1  Hard.  iv.  with  pleasure ;  if  not,  the  sooner  you  return  to  those 
133, 1^4.    ^j^^  g^^^  y^^  ^j^^  better."^ 

Clarke  felt  he  was  mastered ;  he  did  not  answer  a 

*  "  MasterB  of  ManiuA,"  said  he,  "  the  enemy  will  be  too  hxppy  to 
leave  us  the  line  of  the  Rhine.  Bat  if  an  armistice  is  condnded,  we 
must  abandon  that  fortress  till  May,  and  then  find  it  completelj  proTi- 
sioned,  so  that  its  fall  cannot  be  reckoned  on  before  the  nnhealthj 
months  of  autnmn.  We  wiU  lose  the  money  (30,000^000)  we  'expect 
from  Bome,  which  cannot  be  inflnenced  bat  by  the  faU  of  Sfantaa ;  and 
the  Emperor  being  nearer  the  scene  of  action,  will  recruit  his  army 
much  more  effectually  than  we  can,  and  in  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
we  shaU  be  inferior  to  the  enemy.  Fifteen  days*  repose  is  of  essential 
service  to  the  army  of  Italy ;  three  months  would  ruin  it.  To  oo&dude 
an  armistice  just  now,  is  to  cut  ourselves  out  of  all  chance  of  saccees— 
in  a  word,  every  thing  depends  on  the  fall  of  Mantua." — Correip,  Canfd. 
ii.  423. 
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word ;  from  that  moment  the  negotiation  fell  entirely   chap. 
into  the  hands  of  Napoleon,  and  came  to  nothing.     ^^* 


So  completely,  indeed^  did  the  repuhlican  envoy  fall    ngQ, 
under  the  government  of  the  young  general,  that  he  which  b 
himself  wrote  to  the  Directory — ^'*  It  is  indispensable  ^""^^^ 
that  the  general-in-chief  should  conduct  all  the  di-ieoD. 
plomatic  operations  in  Italy  ;^^^  and  thenceforth  his '  Report, 
attention  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  arresting  ^^^2' 
the  scandalous  depredations  of  the  civil  and  military  confid. 
authorities,  both  on  the  Italian  states  and  the  funds 
of  the  Republic ;  an  employment  which  soon  ab- 
sorbed all  his  time,  and  was  attended  with  as  little 
success  as  those  of  Napoleon  himself  had  been.    The 
conferences  which  were  opened  at  Vicenza  in  Decem- 
ber, were  broken  up  on  the  3d  January,  without 
having  led  to  any  result ;  and  both  parties  prepared 
to  try  once  more  the  fate  of  arms.     For  two  months 
after  the  battle  of  Areola,  and  during  this  negotia- 
tion^ both  parties  remained  in  a  state  of  inactivity, 
and  great  efforts  were  made  on  either  side  to  recruit 
the  armies  for  the  final  contest  which  was  approach- 
ing.  Napoleon  received  considerable  reinforcements ; 
numbers  of  the  sick  were  discharged  from  the  hos- 
pitals, and  rejoined  their  ranks  on  the  approach  of 
the  cold  weather,  and  ten  thousand  men  flocked  to 
his  standards  from  the  interior ;  so  that,  by  the  be- 
ginning of  January  1797,  he  had  forty-six  thousand 
men  under  arms.     Ten  thousand  blockaded  Mantua,  t  jom.  ix. 
and  the  remainder  of  the  army  was  on  the  line  of^-^^^- 
the  Adige,  from  the  edge  of  the  Po  to  the  rocks  of  H^d.  iv. 
Montebaldo.'  ' 

It  was  high  time  that  the  Imperialists  should  ad- 
vance to  the  relief  of  this  fortress,  which  was  now  Distreis  of 
reduced  to  the  last  extremity  from  want  of  provi- 
sions.    At  a  council  of  war,  held  in  the  end  of  De- 
cember, it  was  decided  that  it  was  indispensable  that 
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CHAP,    instant  intellisfence  should  be  sent  to  Alvinzi  of  their 
'     desperate  situation.     The  English  officer  attached 


1797.  *o  ^^®  garrison  volunteered  to  perform  in  person  the 
perilous  mission,  which  he  executed  with  equal  cour- 
age and  address.  He  set  out,  disguised  as  a  peasant, 
from  Mantua,  on  the  29th  December,  at  nightfall,  in 
the  midst  of  a  deep  fall  of  snow,  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  the  French  patrols,  and,  after  surmounting  a 
thousand  hardships  and  dangers,  arrived  at  the  head- 
quarters of  Alvinzi,  at  Bassano,  on  the  4th  January, 
the  day  after  the  conferences  at  Vicenza  were  broken 
up.  Great  destinies  awaited  this  enterprising  officer. 
He  was  Colonel  Gbaham,^  afterwards  victor  at  Bar- 
>  Hard.  iy.  Tosa,  and  the  first  British  general  who  planted  the 
163, 164.    English  standard  on  the  soil  of  France.* 

The  Austrian  plan  of  attack  on  this  occasion  was 
They  make  materially  different  from  what  it  had  formerly  been. 
effortto     Adhering  still  to  their  favourite  system  of  dividing 
relieve       their  forces,  and  being  masters  of  the  course  of  the 
"**     Brenta  from  Bassano  to  Roveredo,  they  transferred 
the  bulk  of  their  troops  to  the  Upper  Adige,  where 
Alvinzi  himself  took   the  command   of  thirty-five 
thousand  men.     A  subordinate  force  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand was  destined  to  advance  by  the  plain  of  Padua 
to  Mantua,  with  a  view  to  raise  the  siege,  extricate 
Wurmser,  and  push  on  to  the  Ecclesiastical  States, 
where  the  Pope  had  recently  been  making  great  pre- 
parations, and  from  whose  levies  it  was  hoped  the 
numerous   staff  and   dismounted  dragoons   of    the 
veteran  marshal  would  form  an  efficient  force.     This 
project  had  every  appearance  of  success;  but,  un- 
fortunately it  became  known  to  the  French  general, 
« Nap.  iii.  ^^^^  *^^  despatches  which  announced  it  to  Wurmser 
408, 409.    falling  into  his  hands,'  a«  the  messenger  who  bore 

*  Now  Lord  Lynedoch, 
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them  was  on  the  point  of  clearing  the  last  lines  of  chap. 
the  blockade  of  Mantua.  -^^' 

On  the  12th  January  1797,  the  advanced,  guard  of   1797. 
Alvinzi  attacked  the  Republican  posts  on  the  Monte-. g^. 
baldo,  and  forced  them  back  to  the  plateau  of  Rivoli ;  1797. 
while,  on  the  same  day,  the  troops  in  the  plain  yan«  to 
pushed  forward,  drove  in  all  the  French  videttes  to-  ^^°^- 
wards  Porto  Legnago,  and  maintained  a  desultory 
fire  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Lower  Adige.     For 
some  time  Napoleon  was  uncertain  on  which  side 
the  principal  attack  would  be  made ;  but  soon  the 
alarming  accounts  of  the  great  display  of  force  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  the  secret  intelli^ 
gence  which  he  received    from  treachery  at  the 
Austrian  headquarters,  left  no  doubt  that  the  enemy's 
principal  forces  were  accumulated  near  Rivoli ;  and 
accordingly  he  set  out  with  the  whole  centre  of  his 
army  to  support  Joubert,  who  was  there  struggling 
with  immensely  superior  forces.     He  arrived  at  two  uth  Jan. 
in   the  morning  on  the  plateau  of  RivoLi;   the^'®^' 
weather  was  clear  and    beautiful;    an   unclouded 
moon  silvered  the  fir-clad  precipices  of  the  moun- 
tains ;  but  the  horizon  to  the  northward  was  illumi- 
nated by  the  fires  of  innumerable  bivouacs,  and  from 
the  neighbouring  heights  his  experienced  eye  could 
discover  the  lights  of  nearly  forty  thousand  men. 
This  great  force  was  divided  into  five  columns,  which 
filled  the  whole  space  between  the  Adige  and  the 
lake  of  Ouarda;  the  principal  one,  under  Quasda- 
novich,  composed  of  all  the  artillery,  cavalry,  and 
a  strong  body  of  grenadiers,  followed  the  high-road 
on  the  right,  and  was  destined  to  ascend  the  plateau 
by  the  zigzag  and  steep  ascent  which  led  to  its  sum- 
mit.    Three  other  corps  of  infantry  received  orders 
to  climb  the  amphitheatre  of  mountains  which  sur- 
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CHAP,   rounded  it  in  front,  and,  when  the  action  was  en- 
^^     gaged  on  the  high-road,  descend  upon  the  French 


n^T,    army ;  while  a  fifth,  under  Lusignan,  was  directed 

to  wind  round  the  base  of  the  plateau,  gain  the 

high-road  in  the  rear,  and  cut  off  their  retreat  to 

1  Th.  viu.  Verona.      The  plan  was  ably  conceived,  and  had 

m^ii!*^'  ^®*rly  succeeded ;  with  a  general  of  inferior  ability 

jom.  iz.     to  Napoleon,  and  troops  of  less  resolution  than  his 

army,  it  unquestionably  would  have  done  so.* 

To  oppose  this  great  force.  Napoleon  had  only 

Force  of     thirty  thousand  men,  but  he  had  the  advantage  of 

being  in  position  on  a  plain,  elevated  among  the 

mountains,  while  his  adversaries  must  necessarily  be 

fatigued  in  endeavouring  to  reach  it;  and  he  had 

sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  numerous  body  of 

cavalry,  in  excellent  condition.      He  inmiediately 

perceived  that  it  was  necessary,  at  all  hazards,  to 

keep  his  ground  on  the  plateau ;  and,  by  so  doing, 

he  hoped  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  enemy^s 

masses,  and  overthrow  them  separately,  as  they  were 

toiling  up  the  steep  to  commence  the  attack.     Be- 

«Th.  Yiu.  fore  daybreak  he  moved  forward  the  tirailleurs  of 

ui-^iuf  *^*  Joubert,  to  drive  back  the  advanced  posts  of  the  Im- 

2?"* *vicL P^ri^^^s*^?  ^^^  ^^  already  ascended  to  the  plateau, 

et  conq.     and,  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  arranged  his  whole 

viii.  34, 37.  f^Yce  with  admirable  precision  on  its  summit.* 

The  action  began  at  nine  o'clock,  by  the  Austrian 
uthJan.  columns,  which  descended  from  the  semicircular 
wtou.*^  heights  of  the  Montebaldo,  attacking  the  French  left. 
After  a  desperate  resistance,  the  regiments  sta- 
tioned there  were  broken,  and  fled  in  disorder ;  upon 
which  Napoleon  galloped  to  the  village  of  Rivoli, 
where  the  division  of  M assena,  which  had  marched 
all  night,  was  reposing  from  its  fatigues,  led  it  to  the 
front,  and,  by  a  vigorous  charge,  restored  the  combat 
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in  that  quarter.     This  check,  however,  had  forced   chap. 
Joubert  on  the  right  to  give  ground ;  the  divisions 


in  firont  pressed  down  upon  the  plateau,  while  at  the    1797. 
same  instant  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  Imperial 
grenadiers  appeared  at  the  top  of  the  zigzag  wind- 
ings of  the  high-road,  having,  hj  incredible  efforts 
of  valour,  forced  that  perilous  ascent,  and  their 
caYalry  and  artillery  began  to  debouche  upon  the 
level  surface  at  its  summit.     Meanwhile,  the  division 
of  Lusignan,  which  had  wound  unperceived  round  the 
flanks  of  the  Republicans,  appeared  directly  in  their 
rear,  and  the  Imperial  soldiers,  deeming  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  French  army  certain,  gave  loud  cheers 
on  all  sides,  which  re-echoed  from  the  surrounding 
cliffs,  and  clapped  their  hands,  as  they  successively  1  Nap.  iit 
took  up  their  ground.     The  Repiiblicans  attacked  in  ^'  ^^' 
front,  flank,  and  rear  at  the  same  time,  saw  their  Jom.  vin. 

279     Vict 

retreat  cut  off,  and  no  resource  from  the  bayonets  of  et  Conq. 
the  Austrians,  but  in  the  precipices  of  the  Alps.^       ^^^*"  ^'  *^" 

At  this  perilous  moment,  the  presence  of  mind  of 
Napoleon  did  not  forsake  him.      He  instantly,  in  Extreme 
order  to  gain  time,  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Alvinzi,  ^l^il^^^ 
proposing  a  suspension  of  arms  for  half  an  hour,  as  (u^d  Ms 
he  had  some  propositions  to  make  in  consequence  of  to  avoid™ 
the  arrival  of  a  courier  with  despatches  from  Paris,  destruction. 
The  Austrian  general,  ever  acting  on  the  idea  so  un- 
happily impressed  on  all  its  officers  by  the  Imperial 
Government,  that  military  were  to  be  subordinate  to 
diplomatic  operations,  fell  into  the  snare ;  the  sus- 
pension, at  the  critical  moment,  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  march  of  the  Austrians  was  suspended  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  soldiers,  with  loud  shouts,  were 
exclaiming — ^^  We  have  them ;  we  have  them."    Ju- 
not  repaired  to  the   Austrian  headquarters,  from 
whence,  after  a  conference  of  an  hour,  he  returned. 
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CHAP,   as  might  have  been  expected,  without  having  come 
^^'     to  any  accommodation :  but  meanwhile  the  critical 


1797.  Period  had  passed ;  Napoleon  had  gained  time  to  face 
the  danger,  and  made  the  movements  requisite  to  re- 
pel these  numerous  attacks.  Joubert,  with  the  light 
infantry,  was  ordered  to  face  about  on  the  extreme 
right  to  oppose  Quasdanovich,  while  Leclerc  and 
Lasalle,  with  the  light  cavalry  and  flying  artillery, 
flew  to  the  menaced  point ;  and  a  regiment  of  infan- 
try was  directed  to  the  heights  of  Tiffaro,  to  make 
head  against  the  corps  of  Lusignan.  Far  from  being 
disconcerted  by  the  appearance  of  the  troops  in  his 
rear,  he  exclaimed,  pointing  to  them,  '^  These  are 
already  our  prisoners;^'  and  the  confident  tone  in 
which  he  spoke  soon  communicated  itself  to  the  sol- 
diers,  vrho  repeated  the  cheering  expression.  The 
head  of  QuasdanovicVs  division,  which  had  so  bravely 
won  the  ascent,  received  in  front  by  a  terrible  fire  of 
grape  shot,  charged  on  one  flank  by  Lasalle^s  horse, 
and  exposed  on  the  other  to  a  close  discharge  of 
musketry  from  Joubert,  broke  and  staggered  back- 
wards down  the  steep.  The  fugitives,  rushing  head- 
long through  the  column  which  was  toUing  up,  soon 
threw  the  whole  into  inextricable  confusion  ;  horse, 
foot,  and  cannon  struggled  together,  under  a  plun- 
ging fire  from  the  French  batteries,  which  blew  up 
some  ammunition-waggons,  and  produced  a  scene  of 
frightful  disorder.  No  sooner  was  the  plateau  de- 
livered from  this  flank  attack,  than  Napoleon  accu- 
mulated his  forces  on  the  troops  which  had  descend- 
'  jom.  viii.  ed  from  the  semicircle  of  the  Montebaldo,  and  that 
Th/viii/  gallant  band,  destitute  of  artillery,  and  deprived  now 
fii^iie^*^'  of  the  expected  aid  from  the  corps  in  flank,  soon 
Vict,  et  gave  way,  and  fled  in  confusion  to  the  mountains, 
42, 44.      where  great  numbers  were  made  pnsonerB. 
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During  these  decisive  successes,  the  division  of  cuap» 
Lusignan  had  gained  ground  on  the  troops  opposed     ^^ 


to  it,  and  came  to  the  heights  in  rear  of  the  army,    1797. 
in  time  to  witness  the  destruction  of  the  three  di vi-  Decisive 
sions  in  the  moimtains.     From  that  moment  they]^^^^ 
foresaw  their  own  fate.     The  victorious  troops  were 
speedily  directed  against  this  brave  division,  now 
insulated  from  all  support,  and  depressed  by  the  ruin 
which  it  had  witnessed  in  the  other  parts  of  the  army. 
For  some  time  they  stood  firm ;  but  the  fire  of  fifteen 
pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  to  which  they  had  nothing 
to  oppose,  at  length  compelled  them  to  retreat ;  and, 
before  they  had  receded  far,  they  met  the  division  of 
Rey,  the  reserve  of  Massena,  which  was  approaching. 
Such  was  the  consternation  produced  by  this  unex- 
pected apparition,  that  the  whole  division  laid  down  1  Th.  sis. 
its  arms ;  while  Quasdanovich,  now  left  to  his  own  ^^®-  ^jj®™' 
resources,  retired  up  the  valley  of  the  Adige,  and  284*.  Nap. 
the  broken  remains  of  the  centre  divisions  Bought  vi^.Vt 
refuge  behind  the  rocky  stream  of  the  Tasso.^  ^"45^"'' 

Not  content  with  these  splendid  triumphs,  Napo- 
leon, on  the  very  night  in  which  they  were  gained,  He  hastem 
flew  to  the  assistance  of  the  troops  on  the  Lower  ^^^ 
Adige,  with  part  of  the  division  of  Massena,  which  Adige. 
had  marched  all  the  preceding  night,  and  fought  on 
the  following  day.     It  was  full  time  that  he  should 
do  so,  for  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  battle  of 
Rivoli  was  fought,  Provera  had  forced  the  passage 
of  the  Adige  at  Anghiara,  and  marched  between 
Augereau  and  the  blockading  force  by  Sanguenetto 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Mantua,  of  which  he  threat- 
ened to  raise  the  siege  on  the  following  morning. 
Augereau,  it  is  true,  had  collected  his  forces,  at- 
tacked the  rearguard  of  the  Austrians  during  their 
march,  and  taken  fifteen  hundred  prisoners  and  four- 
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CHAP,  teen  pieces  of  caundn;  but  still  the  peril  was  im- 
^^'  minent  that  the  main  body  of  Provera's  forces  would 
1797.  S^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^f  ^^  George  and  put  the  blockading 
15th  Jan.  forco  between  two  fires.  Fully  aware  of  the  danger, 
1  Jom.  via  Napoleon  marched  all  night  and  the  whole  of  the 
▼mi  6^'  following  day,  and  arrived  in  the  evening  in  the 
o^  **iiL  '^^ig^^^^rhood  of  Mantua.^ 

49, 50.  Meanwhile  the  hussars  of  HohenzoUem  presented 

themselves,  at  sunrise  on  the  Idth,  at  the  gate  of 
opentions  St  Gcorge,  and  being  dressed  in  white  cloaks,  were 
tiierTwho  nearly  mistaken  for  a  regiment  of  French,  and  ad- 
is  forced  to  mitted  withiu  the  walls.  But  the  error  having  been 
discovered  by  an  old  sergeant  who  was  cutting  wood 
near  the  gate,  the  drawbridge  was  suddenly  drawn 
up,  and  the  alarm  communicated  to  the  garrison. 
HohenzoUem  advanced  at  the  gallop,  but  before  he 
could  get  in  the  gates  were  closed,  and  a  discharge 
of  grape-shot  repulsed  the  assailants.  All  that  day, 
the  garrison  under  MioUis  combated  on  the  ram- 
partsT^d  gave  time  for  the  succours  from  Rivoli  to 
arrive.  Provera  sent  a  bark  across  the  lake  to  warn 
Wurmser  of  his  approach,  and  concert  a  general  at- 
tack, on  the  next  day,  upon  the  blockading  force ; 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  summons,  the  brave  veteran 
.  presented  himself  at  the  trenches  on  the  following 
morning  with  a  large  part  of  the  garrison.  But  the 
arrival  of  Napoleon  not  only  frustrated  all  these  pre- 
16th  Jan.  paratious,  but  proved  fatal  to  the  Austrian  division. 
During  the  night  he  pushed  forward  four  regiments, 
which  he  had  brought  with  him,  between  the  fort  of 
Favourite  and  St  George,  so  as  to  prevent  Wurmser 
from  effecting  a  junction  with  the  Imperialists,  who 
approached  to  raise  the  siege,  and  strengthened  Ser- 
rurier  at  the  former  point,  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
repel  any  attack  from  the  garrison.     At  daybreak, 
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the  battle  commenced  at  all  points.    Wurmser,  after    chap. 

an  obstinate  conflict,  was  thrown  back  into  the  for- [__ 

tress ;  while  Provera,  surrounded  by  superior  forces,    1797^ 
and  tracked  in  all  its  doublings,  like  a  furious  stag 
by  ruthless  hunters,  was  compelled  to  lay  down  his 
arms,  with  six  thousand  men.     In  this  engagement  *  Th.  tiU. 
the  57th  regiment  acquired  the  surname  of  the  Ter^^'^21^^' 
riUe,  from  the  fury^with  which  it  threw  itself  on  the  ^J^a  • 
Austrian  line.    It  was  commanded  by  Victor,  af-  vict.  et ' 
terwards  Duke  of  Belluno.^  ^"^K!^ 

Thus  in  three  days,  by  his  admirable  dispositions, 
and  the  extraordinary  activity  of  his  troops,  did  Na-  ReBuits  of 
poleon  not  only  defeat  two  Austrian  armies  of  much  ^J^, 
greater  force,  taken  together,  than  his  own,  but  took 
from  them  eighteen  thousand  prisoners,  twenty-four 
standards,  and  sixty  pieces  of  cannon.  Such  was  the 
loss  of  the  enemy  besides,  in  killed  and  wounded,  that 
the  Imperialists  were  totally  disabled  from  keeping 

*  Penin  Yictor,  afterwards  Duke  of  BellnnOy  was  bom  at  La  Marche 
in  Lorraine^  in  1766,  of  humble  parents.    At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  en-  Early  his- 
tered  the  Artillery ;  bat  it  was  not  till  the  period  of  the  Berolntion  that  toiy  of 
he  obtained  any  rapid  adyancement     In  1793  he  was  with  his  regiment  ^i<^>^« 
at  the  siege  of  Toalon,  where  he  attracted  the  notice  of  Napoleon  by  the 
skin  and  precision  with  which  the  fire  of  his  pieces  was  maintained ; 
and,  by  his  recommendation,  he  was  made  a  general  of  brigade.    He 
was  twice  wounded  during  the  siege ;  but,  haying  recoyered  from  these 
injuries,  he  receiyed  a  command  in  the  following  ye&r  in  the  army  of  the 
Eastern  Pyrenees,  and  bore  a  distinguished  part  in  the  sieges  of  Saint 
Elme  and  Bosas,  and  in  all  the  actions  which  took  place  in  that  quarter, 
till  the  l^reaty  of  B&le  terminated  the  war  with  the  Spanish  monarchies. 
Being  then  transferred  to  the  army  of  Italy,  he  commanded  a  brigade 
at  the  battle  of  Loano  in  autumn  1795,  and  acquired  distinction  at  the 
battle  of  Dego  under  Napoleon ;  but  his  first  great  exploit  was  in  the 
actions  against  Proyera  at  La  Fayorite  and  Saint  George's,  where  his 
skill  in  combination,  and  yehemence  of  attack,  compelled  that  general 
to  surrender  with  six  thousand  men.    In  1804  he  was  made  a  marshal 
of  the  empire ;  and  he  bore  a  prominent  part  in  aU  the  campaigns  of 
Napoleon,  down  to  his  fall  in  1814. — See  BiographU  d€$  C<mtemparaint, 
193,  194  (Victor). 
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CHAP,   the  field,  and  the  French  left  in  undisputed  possession 
^^'     of  the  whole  peninsula.     History  has  few  examples 


1797.    ^  exhibit  of  successes  so  decisive,  achieved  by  forces 
so  inconsiderable.     In  their  report  on  these  disasters, 
the  Aulic  Council  generously  threw  no  blame  on  Al- 
vinzi,  but  openly  avowed  the  treachery  at  their  head- 
quarters, which  made  all  their  designs  known  before 
they  were  carried  into  execution.     "  The  chief  fa- 
tality,''  said  they,  ^'  consisted  in  this,  that  our  designs 
were  constantly  made  known  to  the  enemy  before 
they  were  acted  upon.     Treachery  rendered  abortive 
the  combinations  of  Marshal  Wurmser  for  the  relief 
of  Mantua :  treachery  plunged  Alvinzi  into  all  his 
misfortunes.     General  Buonaparte  himself  says  in 
his  report,  that  from  different  sources  he  had  become 
acquainted  with  the  designs  of  the  enemy  before  their 
execution  ;  and,  on  the  last  occasion,  it  was  only  on 
the  4th  January  that  Alvinzi  received  his  instruc- 
tions for  the  attack,  and  on  the  2d  January  it  was 
published  by  Buonaparte  in  the  Gazette  of  Milan.'' 
1  Hard.  w.  Alviuzi,  notwithstanding  his  disasters,  was  continued 
jom  wii.   ^^  favour ;  but  Provera  was  exiled  to  his  estates  in 
994.  Nap.  Carinthia,  upon  the  CTOund  that  he  had  transcrressed 
Viet,  et     his  orders  in  advancing  against  Mantua  before  he 
c^nq^  YiiL  j^Q^  received  intelligence  of  the  progress  of  Alvinzi.* 
This  was  the  last  effort  of  which  Austria  was  ca- 
Vigorous    pablc,  and  the  immediate  consequence  of  its  defeat, 
"f»ma^    the  complete  subjugation  of  the  peninsula.     The  re- 
leonin      maius  of  Alviuzi's  corps  retired  in  opposite  direc- 
tions ;  one  part  towards  Trent,  and  another  towards 
Bassano.    Napoleon,  whose  genius  never  appeared  so 
strongly  as  in  pursuing  the  remains  of  a  beaten  army, 
followed  them  up  without  intermission.     Loudon, 
who  had  taken  post  at  Roveredo,  with  eight  thousand 
men,  in  order  to  defend  as  long  as  possible  the  valley 
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of  the  Upper  Adige,  was  driven  by  Joubert  succes-   chap. 
sively  from  that  town  and  Trent,  with  the  loss  of  _ 


five  hundred  prisoners ;  while  Massena,  by  a  rapid    1797. 
march  over  the  mountains,  .made  himself  master  of 
Primolano,  descended  into  the  gorges  of  the  Yal 
Sugana,  turned  the  position  of  Bassano,  and  drove  >  jom.  viii. 
the  Austrians,  with  a  loss  of  a  thousand  prisoners,  ^'.^' 
through  Treviso  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Taglia-4si,4S2. 
mento ;  where  Alvinzi  at  length,  by  the  valley  of  the  conq.  viu. 
Drave,  reunited  the  remnant  of  his  scattered  forces.^  **'*^* 

Notwithstanding  these  disasters,  the  public  spirit 
of  the  Austrian  monarchy  remained  unsubdued,  and  Patriotic 
the  cabinet  of  Vienna  continued  unshaken  in  its  re-  ^Mtriwi*^* 
solution  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour.  On  the  dominions. 
other  hand,  the  Directory  were  so  much  impressed 
with  the  imminent  risk  which  the  Italian  army  had 
run,  both  at  Areola  and  Rivoli,  and  the  evident  peril 
to  the  Republic,  from  the  rising  fame  and  domineer- 
ing character  of  Napoleon,  that  they  were  very  desi- 
rous of  peace,  and  authorized  Clarke  to  sign  it,  on 
condition  that  Belgium  and  the  frontier  of  the  Rhine 
were  given  to  France,  an  indemnity  secured  to  the 
Stadtholder  in  Germany,  and  all  its  possessions  re- 
stored to  Austria  and  Italy.  But  Napoleon  again 
resolutely  opposed  these  instructions,  and  would  not 
permit  Clarke  to  open  the  proposed  negotiations. 
"  Before  Mantua  falls,''  said  he,  "  every  negotiation 
is  premature,  and  Mantua  will  be  in  our  hands  in 
fifteen  days.  These  conditions  will  never  meet  with 
my  approbation.  The  Republic  is  entitled,  besides 
the  frontier  of  the  Rhine,  to  insist  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  state  in  Italy,  which  may  secure  the  French 
influence  there,  and  retain  in  its  subjection  Genoa, 
Sardinia,  and  the  Pope.  Without  that,  Venice,  en- 
lightened at  last  as  to  its  real  dangers,  will  unite  with 
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CHAP,    the  emperor,  and  restrain  the  growth  of  democratic 
^  principles  in  its  Italian  possessions/'     The  influence 


of  Mantua. 


(1797.  ^f  Napoleon  again  prevailed;  the  proposed  negotia- 
tion never  was  opened,  and  Clarke  remained  at  Milan, 
occupied  with  his  subordinate  but  overwhelming  duty 

<  Hard.  iv.  of  investigating  the  rapacity  of  the  commissaries  of 

"^'^^*-    thearmy.i 

Mantua  did  not  long  hold  out  after  the  destruction 

Surrender  of  the  last  army  destined  for  its  relief.  The  half  of 
its  once  numerous  garrison  was  in  the  hospital ;  they 
had  consumed  all  their  horses,  and  the  troops,  placed 
for  months  on  half  rations,  had  nearly  exhausted  all 
their  provisions.  In  this  extremity  Wurmser  pro- 
posed to  Serrurier  to  capitulate :  the  French  com- 
mander stated  that  he  could  give  no  definite  answer 
till  the  arrival  of  the  general-in-chief.  Napoleon  in 
consequence  hastened  to  Roverbella,  where  he  found 
Klenau,  the  Austrian  aide-de-camp,  expatiating  on 
the  powerful  means  of  resistance  which  Wurmser  en- 
joyed, and  the  great  stores  of  provisions  which  still 
remained  in  the  magazines.  Wrapped  in  his  cloak 
near  the  fire,  he  overheard  the  conversation,  without 
taking  any  part  in  it,  or  making  himself  known; 
when  it  was  concluded,  he  approached  the  table,  took 
up  the  pen,  and  wrote  on  the  margin  his  answer  to 
all  the  propositions  of  Wurmser,  and  when  it  was 
finished  said  to  Klenau,  ^^  If  Wurmser  had  only  pro- 
visions for  eighteen  or  twenty  days,  and  he  spoke  of 
surrendering,  he  would  have  merited  no  favourable 
terms ;  but  I  respect  the  age,  the  valour,  and  the 
misfortunes  of  the  marshal :  here  are  the  conditions 
which  I  offer  him,  if  he  surrender  to-morrow ;  should 
he  delay  a  fortnight,  a  month,  or  two  months,  he  shall 
have  the  same  conditions ;  he  may  wait  till  he  has 
consumed  his  last  morsel  of  bread.     I  am  now  about 
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to  cross  the  Po  to  march  upon  Rome :    return  and   chap. 
communicate  my  intentions  to  your  general."    The     ^^' 


aide^e-camp,  who  now  perceived  that  he  was  in  the  1797. 
presence  of  Napoleon,  was  penetrated  with  gratitude 
for  the  generosity  of  the  conqueror ;  and  finding  that 
it  was  useless  longer  to  dissemble,  confessed  that  they 
had  only  provisions  left  for  three  days.  The  terms 
of  capitulation  wore  immediately  agreed  on.  Wurm- 
ser  was  allowed  to  retire  to  Austria  with  all  his  staff 
and  five  hundred  men ;  the  remainder  of  the  garri- 
son, which,  including  the  sick,  was  still  eighteen 
thousand  strong,  surrendered  their  arms,  and  was 
conveyed  to  Trieste  to  be  exchanged.  Fifty  stand- 
ards, a  bridge  equipage,  and  above  five  hundred  pieces 
of  artillery,  comprising  all  those  captured  at  the  rais- 
ing of  the  first  siege,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
queror. Napoleon  set  out  himself  to  Florence  to 
conduct  the  expedition  against  Rome,  and  Serrurier 
had  the  honour  of  seeing  the  marshal  with  all  his 
staff  defile  before  him.  Napoleon  had  too  much 
grandeur  of  mind  to  insult  the  vanquished  veteran 
by  his  own  presence  on  the  occasion ;  his  delicacy  1  Nap.  iit 
was  observed  by  all  Europe ;  and,  like  the  statues  of  J^^'^^j: 
Brutus  and  Cassius  at  the  funeral  of  Junia,  was  the  soo,  xh. 
more  present  to  the  mind  because  he  was  withdrawn  524.  ' 
from  the  sight.^  1^1^^*' 

Having  achieved  this  great  conquest.  Napoleon 
directed  his  arms  against  Rome.     The  power  which  Napoi 


eon 


had  vanquished,  after  so  desperate  a  struggle,  the™"^^ 
strength  of  Austria,  was  not  long  of  crushing  theRo™®'*"^ 
feeble  forces  of  the  Church.     During  the  strife  on  the  treaty 
the  Adige,  the  Pope  had  refused  to  ratify  the  treaty  Jf^o^i^ 
of  Bologna,  and  had  openly  engaged  in  hostile  mea-  *^  Pope, 
sures  at  the  conclusion  of  the  campaign,  in  conjunc- 

VOL.  III.  K 


146  HISTORY  OF  EUROPB. 

CHAP,   tion  with  the  forces  of  Austria.     The  French  troops, 
|_  in  consequence,  crossed  the  Apennines ;  and  during 


1797,  the  march  Wunnser  had  an  opportunity  of  return- 
ing the  generous  conduct  of  his  adversary,  by  putting 
him  on  his  guard  against  a  conspiracy  which  had 
been  framed  against  his  life,  and  wbich  was  the 
means  of  causing  it  to  be  frustrated.'  The  papal 
troops  were  routed  on  the  banks  of  Senio  :  like  the 
other  Italian  armies,  the  infantry  fled  on  the  first 
onset,  and  Junot,  after  two  hours'  hard  riding,  found 
it  impossible  to  make  up  with  their  cavalry.  Ancona 
was  speedily  taken,  with  twelve  hundred  men,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  while  a 
small  column  on  the  other  side  of  the  Apennines 
pushed  as  far  as  Foligno,  and  threatened  Rome  itself. 
Nothing  remained  to  the  Vatican  but  submission; 
10th  Feb.  and  peace  was  concluded  at  Tolentino,  on  the  19th 
February,  on  terms  the  most  humiliating  to  the  Holy 
See.  The  Pope  engaged  to  close  his  ports  against 
the  Allies,  to  cede  Avignon  and  the  Venaisin  to 
France ;  to  abandon  Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  the  whole 
of  Romagna,  to  its  allies  in  the  Milanese ;  to  admit 
a  garrison  of  French  troops  into  Ancona,  till  the  con- 
clusion of  a  general  peace ;  and  to  pay  a  contribu- 
tion of  thirty  millions  of  francs  to  the  victorious  Re- 
public. Besides  this,  he  was  obliged  to  surrender  a 
hundred  of  his  principal  works  of  art  to  the  French 
commissioners ;  the  trophies  of  ancient  and  modem 
genius  were  seized  on  with  merciless  rapacity ;  and 
in  a  short  time  the  noblest  specimens  of  the  fine  arts 
»  jom.  vui.  which  existed  in  the  world,  the  Apollo  Belvidere, 
Nap.  iii.'  ^^6  Laocoon,  the  Transfiguration  of  Raphael,  the 
o^M  -1  ^^^^^*^  d^l  Foligno,  and  the  St  Jerome  of  Domeni- 
127.      '  chino,  were  placed  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine.^ 

This  treaty  was  concluded  by  the  French  under 
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the  idea  that  it  would  eventuaklly  prove  fatal  to  the   chap. 

Holy  See.    Napoleon  proposed  to  overturn  at  once 

the  papal  government : — "  Can  we  not,"  said  he,  1797. 
^^  unite  Modena,  Ferrara,  and  Romagna,  and  so  form 
a  powerful  republic  ?  May  we  not  give  Borne  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  on  condition  that  he  recognizes  the 
new  republic  ?  I  will  give  peace  to  the  Pope  on  con- 
dition that  he  gives  us  3,000,000  of  the  treasure  at 
Loretto,  and  pays  the  15,000,000  which  remain  for 
the  armistice,  Rome  cannot  long  exist  deprived  of 
its  richest  possessions;  a  revolution  will  speedily 
break  out  there." — On  their  side,  the  Directory  wrote 
as  follows  to  Napoleon :  ^^  Your  habits  of  reflection, 
general,  must  have  taught  you,  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic  religion  is  the  irreconcilable  enemy  of  the  Re- 
public. The  Directory,  therefore,  invite  you  to  do 
every  thing  in  your  power  to  destroy  the  papal  go- 
vernment, without  in  any  degree  compromising  the 
fate  of  your  army— either  by  subjecting  Rome  to 
another  power,  or,  what  would  be  better  still,  by 
establishing  in  its  interior  such  a  government  as  may 
render  the  rule  of  the  priests  odious  and  contempti- 
ble, secure  the  grand  ol)ject,  that  the  Pope  and  the  *  correftp. 
cardinals  shall  lose  all  hope  of  remaining  at  Rome,  and  Nap<^i  ^ 


eon, 


may  be  compelled  to  seek  an  asylum  in  some  foreign  ^^  ^^ 
state,  where  they  may  be  entirely  stripped  of  tempo- iv.  isi, 
ral  power."  ^ 

Such  was  the  campaign  of  1796 — ^glorious  to  the 
French  arms,  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Retrospect 
Certainly  on  no  "former  occasion  had  successes  S0p^g„*^'*"" 
great  been  achieved  in  so  short  a  time,  or  powers  so 
vast  been  vanquished  by  forces  so  inconsiderable. 
From  maintaining  a  painful  contest  on  the  mountain 
ridges  of  their  own  frontier,  from  defending  the  Var 
and  the  Maritime  Alps,  the  Republicans  found  them- 
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CHAP,   selves  transported  to  the  Tyrol  and  the  Tagliamento^ 
^'     threatening  the  hereditary  states  of  Austria,  and 


1797.  subduing  the  whole  southern  powers  of  Italy.  An 
army  which  never  mustered  fifty  thousand  men  in 
the  field,  though  maintained  by  successive  reinforce- 
ments nearly  at  that  amount,  had  not  only  broken 
through  the  barrier  of  the  Alps,  subdued  Piedmont, 
conquered  Lombardy,  humbled  the  whole  Italian 
states,  but  defeated,  and  almost  destroyed,  four 
powerful  armies  which  Austria  raised  to  defend  her 
possessions,  and  wrenched  the  keys  of  Mantua  from 
her  grasp,  under  the  eyes  of  the  greatest  array  of 
armed  men  she  had  ever  sent  into  the  field.  Suc- 
cesses so  immense,  gained  against  forces  so  vast,  and 
efforts  so  indefatigable,  may  almost  be  pronounced 
unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  war.* 

But  although  its  victories  in  the  field  had  been  so 
Losses       brilliant,  the  internal  situation  of  the  Republic  was 
it'twdTbe^  ^^  *^®  highest  degree  discouraging ;  and  it  was  more 
^tended,    than  doubtful  whether   it  could  continue  for  any 
length  of  time  even  so  glorious  a  contest.     Its  con- 
dition is  clearly  depicted  in  a  secret  report,  presented, 
by  order  of  the  Directory,  on  20th  December  1796, 
by  General  Clarke  to  Napoleon: — "The  lassitude 
of  war  is  experienced  in  all  parts  of  the  Republic. 
The  people  ardently  desire  peace;  their  murmurs 
are  loud  that  it  is  not  already  concluded.     The  legis- 
lature desires  it,  commands  it,  no  matter  at  what 

*  In  his  Confidential  Despatch  to  tlie  Directory  of  28th  December 
1796,  Napoleon  states  the  force  with  which  he  commenced  the  campaign 
at  thirty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  men,  the  subsequent  reinforce- 
ments at  twelve  thousand  six  hundred,  and  the  losses  by  death  and  in- 
curable wounds  at  seven  thousand.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he 
enormously  diminished  his  losses  and  reinforcements ;  for  the  Directory 
maintained  he  had  received  reinforcements  to  the  amount  of  fifty-seven 
thousand  men. — Carrfs,  Can/,  ii.  312. 


HISTORY  OF  KUROPK.  149 

price;  and  its  continued  refusal  to  furnish  to  the    chap. 
Directory  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  on  the  contest,      ^^' 
is  the  best  proof  of  that  fact.     The  finances  are  ruin-    1797. 
ed ;  agriculture  in  vain  demands  the  arms  which  are 
required  for  cultivation.     The  war  is  become  so  uni- 
versal, as  to  threaten  to  overturn  the  Republic ;  all 
parties,  worn  out  with  anxiety,  desire  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Revolution.     Should  our  internal  misery 
continue,  the  people,  exhausted  by  suffering,  having 
found  none  of  the  benefits  which  they  expected,  will 
establish  a  new  order  of  things,  which  will  in  its  turn  ^  Report  by 
generate  fresh  revolutions,  and  we  shall  undergo,  for  cm^. 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  all  the  agonies  consequent  on  ^'-^^ 
such  convulsions."^  42G. 

Much  of  Napoleon^s  success  was  no  doubt  owing 
to  the  admirable  character,  unwearied  energy,  and  Eztnordi- 
indomitable  courage,  of  the  troops  which  composed  ^^^"of 
the  French  army.  The  world  had  never  seen  an^^®^"***^ 
array  framed  of  such  materials.  The  terrible  whirl- 
wind which  had  overthrown  the  fabric  of  society  in 
France,  the  patriotic  spirit  which  had  brought  its 
whole  population  into  the  field,  the  grinding  misery 
which  had  forced  all  its  activity  into  war,  had 
formed  an  union  of  intelligence,  skill,  and  ability, 
among  the  private  soldiers,  such  as  had  never  before 
been  witnessed  in  modem  warfare.  The  middling 
—even  the  higher  ranks — ^were  to  be  seen  with  a 
musket  on  their  shoulders ;  the  great  levies  of  1793 
had  spared  neither  high  nor  low ;  the  career  of  glory 
and  ambition  could  be  entered  only  through  the  por- 
tals of  the  bivouac.  Hence  it  was  that  the  spirit 
which  animated  them  was  so  fervent,  and  their  intel- 
ligence so  remarkable,  that  the  humblest  grenadiers 
anticipated  all  the  designs  of  their  commanders,  and 
knew  of  themselves,  in  every  situation  of  danger  and 
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<3HAP.   difficulty,  what  should  be  done.    When  Napoleon 
^^  _  spoke  to  them,  in  his  proclamations,  of  Bmtns, 


1797.  S^^ip^o?  ^^^  Tarquin,  he  was  addressing  tnen  whose 
hearts  thrilled  at  the  recollections  which  these  names 
awaken ;  and  when  he  led  them  into  action  after  a 
night'^march  of  ten  leagues,  he  commanded  those  who 
felt  as  thcoroughly  as  himself  the  inestimable  import- 
ance of  time  in  war.  With  truth  might  Napoleon 
^  Th.  yiii.  say,  that  his  soldiers  had  surpassed  the  far-famed 
*^'         celerity  of  Csesar^s  legions.^ 

But  much  as  was  owing  to  the  troops  who  obeyed, 
Great  Still  moro  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  general  who  com- 
NiJSll  manded,  in  this  memorable  campaign,  Inthisstrug- 
His  syptem  gle  is  to  be  seen  the  commencement  of  the  new  sys- 
tem  of  tactics  which  Napoleon  brought  to  such  per- 
fection ;  that  of  accumulating  forces  in  a  central 
situation,  striking  with  the  whole  mass  the  detached 
wings  of  the  enemy,  separating  them  from  each  other, 
and  compensating  by  rapidity  of  movement  for  infe- 
riority of  numbers.  Most  of  his  triumphs  were 
achieved  by  the  steady  and  skilful  application  of  this 
principle;  all,  when  he  was  inferior  in  numerical 
amount  to  his  opponents.  At  M ontenotte  he  broke 
into  the  centre  of  the  Austro-Sardinian  army,  when 
it  was  executing  a.  difficult  movement  through  the 
mountains,  separated  the  Piedmontese  from  the  Im- 
perialists, accumulated  an  overwhelming  force  against 
the  latter  at  Dego,  and  routed  the  former  when  de- 
tached from  their  allies  at  Mondovi.  When  Wurm- 
'  ser  approached  Verona,  with  his  army  divided  into 
parts  separated  from  each  other  by  a  lake,  Napoleon 
was  oh  the  brink  of  ruin ;  but  he  retrieved  his  affairs 
by  sacrificing  the  siege  of  Mantua,  and  falling  with 
superior  numbers,  first  on  Quasdanovich  at  Lonato, 
and  then  on  Wurmser  at  Castiglione.     When  the 
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second  irruption  of  the  Gfermans  took  place,  and    chap, 
Wnrmser  still  continued  the  system  of  dividing  his     ^^' 


troops,  it  was  by  a  skilful  use  of  his  central  position  that    1 797^ 
the  French  general  defeated  these  efforts ;  first  assail- 
ing with  a  superior  force  the  subsidiary  body  at  Rove- 
redo,  and  then  pursuing  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning 
the  main  body  of  the  invaders  through  the  gorges  of 
the  Brenta.    When  Alvinzi  assumed  the  command, 
and  Vaubois  was  routed  in  the  Tyrol,  the  affairs  of 
the  French  were  all  but  desperate ;  but  the  central 
positions  and  rapid  movements  of  Napoleon  again 
restored  the  balance ;  checking,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  advance  of  Davidowich  on  the  plateau  of  Bivoli, 
and  next  engaging  in  a  mortal  strife  with  Alvinzi  in 
the 'marshes  of  Areola.     When  Austria  made  her 
final  effort,  and  Alvinzi  surrounded  Joubert  at  Bivoli, 
it  was  only  by  the  most  rapid  movements,  and  almost 
incredible  activity,  that  the  double  attack  was  de- 
feated ;  the  same  troops  crushing  the  main  body  of 
the  Austrians  on  the  steeps  of  the  Montebaldo,  who 
afterwards  surrounded  Provera  on  the  lake  of  Man- 
tua.    The  same  system  was  afterwards  pursued  with 
the  greatest  success  by  Wellington  in  Portugal,  and 
Napole<m  himself  at  Dresden,  and  in  the  plains  of 
Champagne. 

But  towards  the  success  of  such  a  system  of  opera- 
tions it  is  indispensable  that  the  troops  who  under-  But  u  wui 
take  it  should  be  superior  in  bodily  activity  and  moral  ^^V****^** 
courage  to  their  adversaries,  and  that  the  general-in- troops 
chief  can  securely  leave  a  slender  force  to  cope  with  JJ^^^j 
the  enemy  in  one  quarter,  while  he  is  accumulating  **^»i- 
his  masses  to  overwhelm  them  in  another.    Unless 
this  is  the  case,  the  commander  who  throws  himself 
at  the  head  of  an  inconsiderable  body  into  the  midst 
of  the  enemy,  will  be  certain  of  meeting  instead  of  in- 
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CHAP,   flicting  disaster.     Without  such  a  degree  of  courage 
'     and  activity  as  enables  him  to  calculate  with  certainty 


1797.  upon  hours,  and  sometimes  minutes,  it  is  impossible 
to  expect  success  from  such  a  hazardous  system.  Of 
this  a  signal  proof  occurred  in  Bohemia  in  1813,  when 
the  French,  encouraged  by  their  great  triumph  before 
Dresden,  threw  themselves  inconsiderately  into  the 
midst  of  the  Allies  in  the  mountains  of  Toplitz ;  but, 
meeting  there  with  the  undaunted  Russian  and  Prus- 
sian forces,  they  experienced  the  most  dreadful  re- 
verses, and  in  a  few  days  lost  the  whole  fruit  of  a 
mighty  victory. 

The  disasters  of  the  Austrians  were  mainly  owing 
Causes  of  to  the  iujudicious  plan  which  they  so  perseveringly 
tewlifthe  adopted,  of  dividing  their  force  into  separate  bodies, 
Austriani.  and  Commencing  an  attack  at  the  same  time  at  sta- 
tions so  far  distant  that  the  attacking  columns  could 
render  little  assistance  to  each  other.  This  system 
may  succeed  very  well  against  ordinary  troops,  or  ti- 
morous generals,  who,  the  moment  they  hear  of  their 
flank  being  turned,  or  their  communications  me- 
naced, lay  down  their  arms,  or  fall  back ;  but  against 
intrepid  soldiers,  and  a  resolute  commander,  who  turn 
fiercely  on  every  side,  and  bring  a  preponderating 
mass  first  against  one  assailant,  and  then  another, 
it  is  almost  sure  of  leading  to  disasters.  The  Aulic 
Council  were  not  to  blame  for  adopting  this  system, 
in  the  first  instance,  against  the  French  armies,  be- 
cause it  might  have  been  expected  to  succeed  against 
ordinary  troops,  and  had  done  so  in  many  previous 
instances ;  but  they  were  inexcusable  for  continuing 
it  so  long,  after  the  character  of  the  opponents  with 
whom  they  had  to  deal  had  so  fully  displayed  itself. 
The  system  of  concentric  attacks  rarely  succeeds 
against  an  able  and  determined  enemy,  because  the 
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chances  which  the  force  in  the  centre  has  of  beating    chap. 

XX. 

first  one  colamn  and  then  another,  are  so  consider- 

able.  When  it  does,  it  is  only  when  the  different  1797. 
masses  of  the  attacking  party,  as  at  Leipsic  and 
Dresden,  are  so  immense,  that  each  can  stand  a  sepa- 
rate encounter  for  itself,  or  can  fall  back,  in  the  event 
of  being  outnumbered,  without  seriously  endanger- 
ing, by  such  a  retreat,  the  safety  of  the  other  assail- 
ing columns. 

The  Italian  campaign  demonstrates,  in  the  most 
signal  manner,  the  vast  importance  of  fortresses  in  oenerai 
war,  and  the  vital  consequence  of  such  a  barrier  to  on  the 
arrest  the  course  of  military  conquest.      The  sur-**™^*^' 
render  of  the  fortresses  of  Coni,  Alexandria,  and  Tor- 
tona,  by  giving  the  French  a  secure  base  for  their 
operations,  speedily  made  them  masters  of  the  whole 
of  Lombardy ;  while  the  single  fortress  of  Mantua 
arrested  their  victorious  arms  for  six  months,  and 
gave  time  to  Austria  to  collect  no  less  than  four 
powerful  armies  for  its  deliverance.    No  man  under- 
stood this  better  than  Napoleon;  and  accordingly, 
without  troubling  himself  with  the  projects  so  earnest- 
ly pressed  upon  him  of  revolutionizing  Piedmont,  he 
grasped  the  fortresses,  and  thereby  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  all  his  subsequent  conquests.     Without  the 
surrender  of  the  Piedmontese  citadels,  he  would  not 
have  been  able  to  push  his  advantages  in  Italy  be- 
yond the  Po ;  but  for  the  bastions  of  Mantua,  he 
might  have  carried  them,  .as  in  the  succeeding  cam- 
paign, to  the  Danube. 

It  is  melancholy  to  reflect  on  the  degraded  state 
of  the  Italian  powers  during  this  terrible  struggle. 
An  invasion,  which  brought  on  all  her  people  un- 
heard-of calamities,  which  overspread  her  plains  with 
bloodshed,  and  exposed  her  cities  to  rapine,  was  un- 
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CHAP,   able  to  excite  the  spirit  of  her  pacific  inhabitants ; 
^^'     and  neither  of  the   contending  powers  deemed  it 


1797.  ^orth  their  while  to  bestow  a  serious  thought  on 
the  dispositions  or  assistance  of  the  twenty  millions 
of  men  who  were  to  be  the  reward  of  the  strife.  The 
country  of  C^Bsar  and  Scipio,  of  Cato  and  Brutus, 
beheld  in  silent  dismay  the  protracted  contest  of  two 
provinces  of  its  ancient  empire,  and  prepared  to  bow 
the  neck  in  abject  submission  to  either  of^  its  former 
vassals  which  might  prove  victorious  in  the  strife. 
A  division  of  the  French  army  was  sufficient  to  dis- 
perse the  levies  of  the  Roman  people.  Such  is  the 
consequence  of  political  divisions  and  longH^ontinued 
prosperity,  even  in  the  richest  and  most  favoured 
countries ;  of  that  fatal  policy  which  withers-  the 
spirits  of  men  by  fettering  their  ambition ;  of  that 
indulgence  of  the  selfish  passions  which  ends  in  de- 
stroying the  generous ;  and  of  that  thirst  for  pleasure 
which  subverts  the  national  independence  by  destroy- 
ing the  warlike  spirit  by  which  alone  it  can  be  main- 
tained. 

Finally,  this  campaign  evinced,  in  the  most  signal 
unoon-      manner,  the  persevering  character  and  patriotic  spirit 
tenacity  of  ^^  *^®  Austriau  pcoplc,  and  the  prodigious  efforts  of 
the  Aus-     which  its  monarchy  is  capable,  when  roused  by  real 
danger  to  vigorous  exertion.    It  is  impossible  to  con- 
template, without  admiration,  the  vast  armies  which 
they  successively  sent  into  the  field,  and  the  un- 
conquerable courage  with  which  they  returned  to  a 
contest  where  so  many  thousands  of  their  country- 
men had  perished  before  them.     Had  they  been 
guided  by  greater,  or  opposed  by  less  ability,  they  un- 
questionably would  have  been  successful ;  and  even 
against  the  soldiers  of  the  Italian  army,  and  the 
genius  of  Napoleon,  the  scales  of  fortune  repeatedly 
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hung  equal.     A  nation,  capable  of  such  sacrifices,    chap. 
can  hardly  ever  be  permanently  subdued ;  a  govern-     ^^ 
ment,  actuated  by  such  steady  principles,  must  ulti-    1797. 
mately  be  triumphant.     Such,  accordingly,  has  been 
the  case  in  the  present  instance :  aristocratic  firm- 
ness in  the  end  asserted  its  wonted  superiority  over 
democratic  vigour  j  the  dreams  of  Republican  equa- 
lity have  been  forgotten,  but  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment remains  unchanged;  the  French  eagles  have 
retired  over  the  Alps ;  and  Italy,  the  theatre  of  so 
much  bloodshed,  has  finally  remained  to  the  succes- 
sors of  the  Caesars. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

CAMPAIGN  OF  1796  IN  GERMANY. 

ARGUMENT. 

C1IAP.         Grant  difficulties  of  the  French  Go%'emment  at  the  commencement  of  this  year — 

XXI.       But  her  Foreign  Relations  bad  signally  improved — Triple  AUianoe  of  Austria,  Russiii. 

-'-^'-~''— ~  and  England— PainAil  division  of  Opinion  in  England  on  the  War — Violence  of  the 

1796.  Parties  in  the  close  of  1795 — Attack  on  the  King  when  going  to  Parliament — Argu- 
ments of  the  Opposition  on  the  War — Answer  of  the  Government — Real  olijects  in 
view  by  the  different  Parties — Supplies  voted  by  Parliament— Bills  against  Public 
Meetings — Arguments  against  and  for  them — They  pass  into  Laws — Reflections  on 
these  Statutes — Proposals  for  Peac^  by  the  British  government,  which  are  rejected  by 
the  Directory — Operations  of  Hoche  in  La  Vendue — Previous  successes  of  Charette 
and  Stofflet  during  the  Winter— Death  of  Stofflet— Heroic  conduct  of  Charette — But 
he  is  at  length  taken  and  Shot — His  Death  and  Charactei;— Fine  Observations  of 
Napoleon  upon  him — Termination  of  the  War  in  La  Vend^ — Preparations  of  the 
Austrians — ^Archduke  Charles  pot  at  the  head  of  the  Army  in  Germany — Forces  of  the 
contending  Parties  on  the  Rhine — Designs  of  the  Aulic  Council — Plan  of  the  Repub- 
licans— They  cross  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  gain  some  Success — But  are  driven  back 
across  that  River  by  the  Ardiduke^Operations  of  Moreau  on  the  Upper  Rhine — His 
Origin  and  Character— Organlsatioo  of  his  Army — Passage  of  the  Rhine  by  Horeaa — 
Admirable  skill  shewn  in  that  Operation — Cautions  Movements  of  Moreau — He  ad- 
vances towards  the  Black  Forest — The  Archduke  hastens  to  the  scene  of  Danger — 
Indecisive  Action  on  the  Rhine — ^The  French  gain  success  on  the  Imperial  Right — 
The  Archduke  resolves  to  Retreat  into  Bavaria — Operations  on  the  Lower  Rhine — 
Erroneous  Plan  of  the  Campaign  by  the  Directory — Admirable  Plan  of  the  Archduke 
to  counteract  it— He  retires  throu^  the  Black  Forest— Indecisive  Action  at  Neresheim 
—Operations  of  Jonrdan — He  advances  into  Franconia — The  Archduke  Joins  War- 
tensleben,  and  fklls  with  their  united  Force  on  Jourdan — Who  is  defeated  at  Amberg 
— He  is  again  routed  near  Wurtsburg — Great  effects  of  this  Victory — Continued  and 
Disastrous  Retreat  of  Jourdan— Archduke  again  Defeats  him,  and  drives  him  across 
the  Rhine — Severe  straggle  of  Latonr  with  Moreau  on  the  Danube — Archduke 
threatens  Moreau*s  retreat  at  Kehl—  Moreau  resolves  to  retreat,  which  he  does  in  the 
most  firm  and  metliodical  manner — Defeats  Latour  at  Biberach— And  retires  leisurely 
through  the  Black  Forest— Battle  of  Emmindingen,  between  Moreau  and  the  Archduke 
— Retreat  of  Moreau — Austrians  refuse  an  Armistice  on  the  Rhine — Long  and  bloody 
siege  of  Kehl-rFall  of  the  Tete^lu-pont  at  Huningen — Reflections  on  this  Campaign- 
Prodigious  Contributions  levied  by  Uie  Republicans  in  Germany— Disgust  ruoscquently 
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escitcd  then — Noble  aud  p*triotle  spirit  of  the  Anttriao  peoplo — Now  Coavoitioii     CHAP 
between  France  and  ProMia — Deplorable  State  of  the  French  ICarine — Sucoteaes  of      XXI. 

the  EaglJsh  in  the  East  and  Weet  Indies — Capture  of  Cejlon— Oeneral  joj  which  these  

Cooqnests  diffuse  in  England — Continued  I>eplorab1e  State  of  St  Domingo—Treaty  of  -i  fjna 
Allaanoe  between  Franoe  and  Spain — Orertnres  for  a  Qenerml  Peace  made  by  Great 
Britain — Which  prove  unsnccessftU — ^Alarming  State  of  Ireland — Designs  of  the 
Directory,  and  Hoche,  against  that  Country— Tlie  Expedition  sets  Sail— It  is  dispersed 
by  Tempests — And  ragatns  Brest — ^Reflections  on  the  Failnro  of  this  Expedition — 
Death  of  the  Empress  Catherine — Her  Character — Retirement  of  Washington  from 
Public  Life — His  perfect  Character,  and  admirable  Valedictory  Address  to  his  Coun- 


When  the  Directory  were  called,  by  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  insurrection  of  the  Sections,  and  the  Great  dim- 
establishment  of  the  new  constitution,  to  the  helm  of  ^^**|J^^^,j 
the  state,  they  found  the  Republic  in  a  very  critical  govem- 
situation,  and  its  affairs  externally  and  internally  in- commence- 
volved  in  almost  insurmountable  difficulties.     The™!"**'^*^ 

year* 

finances  were  in  a  state  of  increasing  and  inextricable 
confusion ;  the  assignats,  which  had  for  long  consti- 
tuted the  sole  resource  of  government,  had  fallen  al- 
most to  nothing ;  ten  thousand  francs  in  paper  were 
hardly  worth  twenty  francs  in  specie,  and  the  un- 
bounded depreciation  of  thg,t  species  of  circulation 
seemed  to  render  the  establishment  of  any  other  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  same  description  impossible. 
The  taxes  for  many  years  back  had  been  so  ill  paid,  that 
Ramel,  the  minister  of  finance,  estimated  the  arrears  in 
hisdepartment  at  fifteen  hundred  millions  in  specie,  or 
above  L.60,000,000  sterling.  The  armies,  destitute 
of  pay,  ill  equipped,  worse  clothed,  were  discontented, 
and  the  recent  disasters  on  the  Rhine  had  completely 
broken  the  susceptible  spirit  of  the  French  soldiers. 
The  artillery  and  cavalry  were  without  horses  ;  the 
infantry,  depressed  by  suffering  and  dejected  by  de- 
feat, were  deserting  in  great  numbers,  and  seeking 
a  refu<Te  in  their  homes  from  the  toils  and  the  mise- 
ries  of  war.     The  contest  m  La  Vendue  was  still  un- 
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CHAP,  extinguished ;  the  Republican  armies  had  been  driven 
^ ^  with  disgrace  behind  the  Rhine,  and  the  troops  in 


1796.    the  Maritime  Alps,  worn  out  with  privations,  could 
1  jom.  viiL  i^ot  be  relied  on  with  certainty  for  oflFensive  opera- 

22      Toul   tiong^l 

in    B 

But  on  the  other  hand,  the  external  relations  of 
Bttt  her  the  Republic  had  eminently  improved,  and  the  vast 
uSfflM  hS  exertions  of  1794,  even  though  succeeded  by  the  las- 
greatly  im-  gitu^e  and  wcakuess  of  1795,  had  produced  a  most 

proved.        ,  x     •  • 

important  effect  on  the  relative  situation  of  the  belli- 
gerent powers.  Spain,  defeated  and  humiliated,  had 
sued  for  peace ;  and  the  treaty  of  Bale,  by  liberating 
the  armies  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Pyrenees, 
had  both  enabled  the  French  government  to  rein- 
force the  armies  of  La  Vendue,  and  to  afford  means 
to  the  young  Conqueror  of  the  Sections,  of  carrying 
the  Republican  standards  into  the  plains  of  Lom- 
bardy.  Prussia  had  retired  without  either  honour 
or  advantage  from  the  struggle ;  the  Low  Countries 
were  not  only  subdued,  and  their  resources  turned 
against  the  Allied  powers ;  but  the  whole  weight  of 
the  contest  on  the  Rhine,  it  was  plain,  must  now  fall 
on  the  Austrian  monarchy.  England,  baffled  and 
disgraced  on  the  Continent,  was  not  likely  to  take 
any  effective  part  in  military  warfare,  and  there 
seemed  little  doubt  that  the  power  which  had  re- 
cently defeated  all  the  coalesced  armies  of  Europe, 
would  be  able  to  subdue  the  brave  but  now  unaided 
forces  of  the  Imperialists. 

Aware  of  the  coming  danger,  Mr  Pitt  had,  in  the 
27th  Sept.  September  preceding,  concluded  a  triple  alliance  be- 
Tripie  ai-  tween  Great  Britain,  Austria,  and  Russia :  but  the 
EmrUnd  ^^^^^^  ^^  Russia  wcro  too  far  distant,  and  the  danger 
Russia,  and  to  its  posscssious  too  rcmotc,  to  permit  any  material 

Austria.  •i.i  ^  •:!/•  'i« 

aid  to  be  early  acquired  from  its  immense  resources. 

9 
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It  was  not  till  a  later  period,  and  till  the  fire  had   chap. 
consumed  its  own  vitals,  that  the  might  of  this     ^^^' 


gigantic  power  was  effectually  roused,  and  the  legions    1795^ 
of  the  North  brought  to  reassert  their  wonted  supe- 1  jom.  vui. 
riority  over  the  forces  of  Southern  Europe,^  *•   ^""• 

The  condition  of  England,  in  the  close  of  1795  and  1708.      ' 
the  beginning  of  1796,  was  nearly  as  distracted,  so 
far  as  opinion  went,  as  that  of  France.     The  con-^^^"^^ 
tinued  disasters  of  the  war,  the  pressure  of  new  and  opinion  in 
increasing  taxation,   the  apparent  hopelessness  of^^^^**** 
continuing  the  struggle  with  a  military  power,  whom 
all  the  armies  of  Europe  had  proved  unable  to  sub- 
due, not  only  gave  new  strength  and  vigour  to  the 
Whig  party,  who  had  all  along  opposed  hostilities, 
but   induced  many  thoughtful  men  who  had  con- 
curred at  first  in  the  necessity  of  combating  the  re- 
volutionary mania,  to  hesitate  as  to  any  further  con* 
tinuanee  of  the  contest.     So  violent  had  party  spirit 
become,  and  so  completely  had  it  usurped  the  place 
of  patriotism  or  reason,  that  many  of  the  popular 
leaders  had  come  to  wish  anxiously  for  the  triumph 
of  their  enemies.     It  was  no  longer  a  simple  disap- 
probation of  the  war  which  they  felt,  but  a  fervent 
desire  that  it  might  terminate  to  the  disadvantage 
of  their  country,  and  that  the  Republican  might 
triumph  over  the  British  arms.     They  thought  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  parliamentary  reform  being 
carried,  or  any  considerable  addition  to  democratic 
power  acquired,  unless  the  ministry  were  dispossess- 
ed; and  to  accomplish  this  object,  they  hesitated 
not  to  betray  their  wish  for  the  success  of  the  in^ 
veterate  enemy  of  their  country.     These  animosities 
produced  their  usual  effect  of  rendering  the  moderate 
or  rational  equally  odious  to  both  parties  f  ^boever'^^^^^Jf' 
deplored  the  war,  was  reputed  a  foe  to  his  country ; 
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CHAP,    whoever  pronounced  it  neceBsary,   was  deemed  a 
^^^'    conspirator  against  its  liberty,  and  an  abettor  of  ar- 


1796.    'bitrary  power. 

These  ill  humours,  which  were  afloat  during  the 
vioieDceof  wholc  of  the  summer  of  1795,  broke  out  into  acts  of 
iS\h^^  open  violence  in  the  autumn  of  that  year.  The  asso^ 
of  1796,     ciations  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  parliamentary 

and  attack         ^  .  j'-lij  j.-'a 

on  the  reform  increased  in  boldness  and  activity  :  among 
^*"^"  them  were  many  emissaries  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, and  numbers  of  natives  of  this  country,  who 
had  thrown  off  all  connection  with  it  in  their  hearts, 
and  were  become  its  most  violent  and  rancorous 
enemies.  They  deluded  immense  bodies  of  men  by 
the  seducing  language  of  freedom  which  they  used, 
and  the  alluring  prospect  of  peace  which  they  held 
forth  ;  societies  having  these  captivating  advantages 
for  their  professed  objects,  were  generally  formed  in 
the  great  towns ;  and,  under  the  banner  of  reform, 
succeeded  in  assembling,  in  every  quarter,  all  that 
ambition  had  which  was  reckless,  with  all  that  in- 
digence could  collect  which  was  desperate.  These 
causes  of  discontent  were  increased  by  the  high  price 
of  provisions,  the  natural  consequence  of  the  increased 
consumption  and  enlarged  circulating  medium  re- 
quired in  the  war ;  but  which  the  lower  orders,  under 
the  instigation  of  their  demagogues,  ascribed  en- 
tirely to  the  Ministry,  and  the  crusade  which  they 
had  undertaken  against  the  liberties  of  mankind. 

It  was  fortunate  at  this  crisis,  that  the  rural  popu- 
lation every  where  remained  firm,  and  the  seditious 
movements  were  confined  chiefly  to  the  excitable  popu- 
lation of  the  commercial  towns.  At  length,  on  occa- 
sion of  the  King's  going  to  Parliament,  at  its  open- 

m5.^*'   ^°S»  ^^  2^^^  October  1795,  these  discontents  broke 
out  into  open  outrages  of  the  most  disgraceful  kind. 
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The  royal  carriage  was  surrounded  by  an  immense    <^^^p- 
crowd  of  turbulent  persons,  loudly  demanding  peace, 


XXI. 


and  the  dismissal  of  Mr  Pitt.  One  of  the  windows  1796. 
was  broke  by  a  pebble,  or  bullet  from  an  air-gun ; 
showers  of  stones  were  thrown  at  the  state-coach, 
both  going  and  returning  from  Parliament ;  and  the 
monarch  narrowly  escaped  the  fiiry  of  the  populace, 
m  his  way  from  St  James's  Palace  to  Buckingham 
House.  These  outrages,  however,  tended  only  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  government,  by  demonstrating 
to  all  reasonable  men  to  what  excesses  the  populace 
would  speedily  be  driven  if  not  restrained  by  a  firm 
hand,  and  how  thin  was  the  partition  which  separated 
this  country  from  the  horrors  of  the  French  Revolu- 1  Ann.  Reg. 

tion.^  1796,8-11. 

In  debating  on  the  address,  Mr  Fox  maintained 
that  the  representations  of  ministers  were  flattering  Arguments 
and  delusive;  that  L.100,000,000  had  already  been  J,^?^^n 
added  to  the  national  debt,  and  L.4,000,000  a-year*^*'^- 
to  the  permanent  taxes ;  that  the  coalition  had  been 
every  where  defeated,  and  the  French  were  preparing 
to  invade  Italy  with  a  powerful  army ;  that  the  ex- 
ample of  America  proved  how  fallacious  was  the  hope, 
that  a  nation  resolved  to  be  free  could  be  reduced  to 
extremity,   by  the  mere    failure   of    pecuniary  re- 
sonrces ;  that  the  alleged  danger  of  concluding  peace 
with  a  revolutionary  power  had  been  surmounted  by 
the  despotic  governments  of  Spain  and  Prussia,  and 
if  so,  what  peril  could  arise  from  it  to  the  constitu- 
tional monarchy  of  England  ?  that  we  had  in  truth  no 
allies,  but  a  mere  set  of  mercenary  associates,  who 
would  leave  our  interests  the  moment  that -it  suited '  Ann.  Reg. 
their  own  conveniency ;  and  that  the  severe  scarcity,  pari/ Hiit. 
which  now  desolated  all  Europe,*  seemed  to  be  the^[J^-^^*^» 

VOL.  III.  L 
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CHAP,  consequence  of  the  obstacles  to  cultivation,  which  the 
•    ravages  of  war  occasioned,  and  could  not  be  expected 


1796.    ^  terminate  while  thej  continued. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged  by  Mr  Pitt,  that 
Answer  of  cvcrj  Consideration,  both  of  justice  and  poUcy,  called 
ment™  upou  US  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  contest; 
that  notwithstanding  his  successes  in  the  field,  the 
enemy  now  began  to  feel  his  debility,  and  had  in  con- 
sequence evinced  a  disposition  to  acconmiodate,  which 
he  had  never  before  done;  that  the  French  paper 
was  now  at  little  more  than  a  hundredth  part  of  its 
nominal  value ;  and  though  the  enormous  sum  of 
L.750,000,000  worth  of  assignats  had  been  created, 
this  quantity  was  hourly  on  the  increase:  that  it 
was  incredible  that  a  nation  reduced  to  such  straits, 
could  long  support  a  contest  with  the  formidable  ene- 
mies who  were  preparing  to  assail  it  by  land  and  sea ; 
and  that  the  system  of  maintaining  war  by  the 
heinous  method  of  confiscations  and  a  forced  paper 
currency,  however  successful  for  the  time,  must  lead 
in  the  end  to  ruin  :  that  the  numbers  of  the  French 
armies,  and  the  desperate  spirit  by  which  they  were 
animated,  arose  from  the  misery  of  the  country,  the 
stagnation  of  industry,  and  the  impossibility  of  find- 
ing subsistence  in  pacific  employments ;  but  that  this 
system,  however  successful,  when  a  war  of  invasion 
and  plunder  was  carried  on,  could  not  be  maintained 
for  any  length  of  time,  when  the  French  armies  were 
repelled,  as  they  now  were  on  all  sides,  to  their  own 
frontiers,  and  compelled  to  subsist  on  their  own  re- 
sources :  that  now,  therefore,  was  the  time,  when 
the  enemy^s  breath  was  so  evidently  failing,  to  press 
*  Ann.  Reg.  him  hard  on  every  side,  and  reduce  him  to  such   a 

1796  0-12. 

Pari.' Hist.' peace  as  might  protect  Europe  from  Gallic  aggres- 
1030 '  1048.  ®^^^»  and  England  from  Republican  innovation.^ 
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Such  were  the  argaments  urged  in  public,  both  in    chap. 
the  House  of  Lords  and  Commons,  on  the  policy  of    ^^^ 


continuing  the  war;  and  both  Houses,  by  a  great  1790. 
majority,  supported  the  administration ;  the  numbers 
being  in  the  Lower  House  240  to  59.  But  the  real  Real  ob- 
motives  which  influenced  both  sides  were  materially  ^^^^  the 
different.  It  was  a  domestic  war  which  was  really  ^j^"»* 
waged ;  it  wa4  the  contest  between  aristocratic  ascen- 
dency and  democratic  ambition,  which  at  bottom 
divided  the  country,  and  excited  the  fierce  and  im- 
placable passions  by  which  all  classes  were  actuated. 
The  popular  party  perceived  that  their  chance  of 
success  was  altogether  nugatory,  while  the  firm  hand 
which  now  held  the  reins  continued  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  and  that,  while  the  national  spirit  was  excited 
by  the  war  with  France,  the  ascendency  of  the  con- 
servative party  might  be  looked  upon  as  certain; 
while  the  adherents  to  ancient  institutions  felt  that 
the  continuance  of  the  contest  at  any  price  was  pre- 
ferable to  the  flood  of  democracy  with  which  they 
would  be  deluged  at  its  close;  and) that, till  the  excite- 
ment created  by  the  French  Revolution  had  subsided, 
no  passion  but  that  for  war  could  be  relied  on  to 
counteract  its  effects.  Thus,  though  the  ground  on 
which  the  parties  engsiged  was  the  expedience  of  con- 
tinuing the  strife,  the  object  which  both  had  really  in 
view  was  the  form  of  domestic  government,  and  the 
passions  which  actuated  them,  in  truth,  the  same  as 
those  which  distracted  France  and  agitated  Europe. 

To  enable  government  to  carry  on  the  war.  Parlia- 
ment voted  supplies  to  the  amount  of  L.27,d00,000,  supplies 
exclusive  of  the  interest  of  the  debt;  and  in  thisj!^^^ 
was  included  the  enormous  sum  of  L.18,000,000™«°*- 
contracted  by  loan,  the  annual  charge  of  which  was 
L.1,100,000,   which   was  provided  for   by  a   consi- 
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CHAP,   derable  addition  to  the  assessed  taxes.     But  the  total 
^expenditure  of  the  year  amounted  to  L.37,600,000, 


1796.  and  the  remainder  was  raised,  in  spring  1796,  by 
exchequer  bills  and  annuities,  to  the  amount  of 
L.  13,500,000,  which  made  the  total  loan  of  that  year 
L.3 1,500,000.  Mr  Pitt  stated  it  as  a  most  remark- 
able circumstance,  that  in  the  fourth  year  of  so  expen- 
sive a  war,  this  large  loan  was  obtained  at  so  low  a  rate 
as  four  and  a  half  per  cent ;  and,  without  doubt,  it 
was  a  signal  proof  of  the  profusion  of  capital  and 
confidence  in  government  which  prevailed  in  Britain. 
But  he  forgot  the  ruinous  terms  on  which  the  loan 
was  contracted  for  future  years;  that  a  bond  of  L.lOO 
was  given  for  every  L.60  advanced,  and  posterity 
saddled  with  the  payment  of  an  immense  debt  which 
the  nation  had  never  received.  This  observation, 
how  obvious  soever,  was  not  then  perceived  by  the 
ablest  persons  even  of  practical  habits ;  no  one  looked 
1  Ann.  Reg.forw^'^d  to  the  repayment  of  the  debt,  and  the  nation 
1790,53,  reposed  in  fancied  security  on  the  moderate  annual 
App.  108.  charge  which  the  loan  imposed  on  the  country.^ 

Another  matter  of  the  highest  importance  gave  rise 
Bills        to  the  most  vehement  debates  both  in  the  legislature 
^^      and  the  country  :  this  wa^  the  bills  which  government 
meetings,    introduced  for  additional  security  to  the  King's  per- 
•  38  Geo.    son,  aud  the  prevention  of  seditious  meetings.'    No 
iJdM.^^  measure  had  been  brought  forward  by  government 
since  the  Revolution  which  excited  such  vehement  op- 
position both  in  the  legislature  and  the  country  as  these 
celebrated  statutes,  which  were  stigmatized  by  the  po- 
pular party  as  the  Pitt  and  Grenville  acts,  in  order  that 
they  might  for  ever  be  held  in  execration  by  the  coun- 
try.    By  the  latter,  it  was  required  that  notice  should 
be  given,  to  the  magistrate,  of  any  public  meeting  to 
be  held  on  political  subjects  ;  he  was  authorized  to  be 
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present,  and  empowered  to  seize  those  guilty  of  sedi-    chap. 
don  on  the  spot ;  and  a  second  offence  against  the  act 


was  punishable  with  transportation.     On  the  part  of    1796. 
the  Opposition  it  was  urged,  that  meetings  held  under 
snch  restrictions,  and  with  the  dread  of  imprisonment  Argomenti 
hanging  over  the  head  of  the  speakers  for  any  word f^afesT 
which  might  escape  from  them  in  the  heat  of  debate,  "***^*®*' 
could  never  be  considered  as  the  free  and  unbiassed 
meetings  of  Englishmen ;  that  so  violent  an  infringe- 
ment had  never  been  attempted  on  the  liberties  of 
the  people  since  the  days  of  the  Tudors ;  that  if  the 
times  were  so  far  changed  that  Englishmen  could  no 
longer  meet  and  deliberate  on  public  affairs  without 
endangering  the  state,  it  would  be  better  at  once  to 
surrender  their  liberties,   as  in  Denmark,   into  the 
hands  of  a  despotic  sovereign;  that  it  was  evident, 
however,  that  there  really  was  no  such  danger  as  was 
apprehended,  but  the  alarm  for  it  was  only  a  pretence 
to  justify  the  adoption  of  arbitrary  measures ;  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  appeal  to  the  example  of  France,  as  vin- 
dicating the  necessity  of  such  rigorous  enactments; 
every  body  knew  that  the  revolution  in  that  country 
was  not  owing  to  Jacobin  clubs,  or  the  meetings  of 
the  people,  but  to  the  corruptions  of  the  court,  and 
the  vices  of  the  political  system ;  and  if  this  bill  should 
pass,  the  people  of  this  country,  rendered  desperate » Ann.  Reg. 
by  the  imposition  of  similar  fetters,  would,  without  ^J^' ^^' 
all  doubt,  break,  in  their  own  defence,  into  similar  p^i.  Hist. 

1  1706, 24, 

excesses.  37. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  by  the  Adminis- 
tration, that  it  was  necessary  to  consider  the  bill  atten-  Argument 
tively  before  representing  it  in  such  odious  colours ;  ^em'b^  ^^ 
that  it  imposed  restrictions  only  on  public  assemblies,  *^«  -^<^i- 
and  left  unfettered  the  press,  the  great  palladium  of 
liberty  in  every  representative  monarchy ;  that  public 
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CHAP,   meetings  required  to  be  narrowly  watched  in  turbu- 
^^^'     lent  times,  because  it  was  in  such  great  assemblages 


X79Q^    that  the  passions  took  fire,  and  men  were  precipitated, 

by  mutual  excitement,  into  violent  measures ;  that  the 

great  danger  of  such  meetings  was,  that  only  one  side 

was  heard,  and  extravagant  sentiments  were  always 

those  which  gained  most  applause ;  that  the  object  of 

.  the  meetings  against  which  these  enactments  w^re 

levelled,  was  notorious,  being  nothing  less  than  the 

overthrow  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  formation  of  a 

republican  constitution  similar  to  that  established  wiih 

such  disastrous  effects  in  France ;  that  the  proposed 

enactments  were  certainly  a  novelty  in  this  country, 

but  so  also  was  the  democratic  spirit  against  which 

they  were  levelled,  and  extraordinary  times  required 

extraordinary  remedies ;  and  that  no  danger  was  to  be 

■  Ann.  R«g.  apprehended  to  public  freedom,  as  long  as  the  press 

1796, 23,    ^^  unfettered,  and  juries  regarded  with  so  much  jea- 

Pfcri.  Hist  lousy,  as  they  now  did,  all  the  measures  which  emana- 

62.        '  ted  from  the  authority  of  government.^ 

The  bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons  by  a  ma- 
BiUs  pws  jority  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  to  forty-^two,  and 
MdcS^^i-*^®  House  of  Lords  by  sixtynsix  to  seven.     So  exas- 
don  ¥dth-  perated  were  the  Opposition  with  the  success  of  Mi- 
dugost.      nisters  on  this  occasion,  that  Mr  Fox,  and  a  large  part 
of  the  minority,  withdrew  altogether  for  a  consider- 
able time  from  the  House ;  a  ruinous  measure,  dic- 
tated by  spite  and  disappointment,  and  which  should 
never,  on  any  similar  occasion,  be  repeated  by  true  pa- 
triots.    The  bill  was  limited  in  its  duration  to  three 
years ;  and,  after  passing  both  Houses,  received  the 
royal  assent.     On  coolly  reviewing  the  subject  of  such 
vehement  contention  in  the  Parliament  and  the  nation, 
it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  it  is  beset  with  difficulties ; 
and  that  nothing  but  the  manifest  danger  of  the  times 
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could  have  fumbhed  an  excuse  for  so  wide  a  devia-   chap. 
tion  from  the  principles  of  BritiBh  freedom.    At  the    "^- 


same  time,  it  is  manifest  that  the  bills,  limited  as  they  x796. 
were  in  their  duration,  and  partial  in  their  operation, 
w^e  not  calculated  to  produce  the  mischiefs  which 
their  exponents  so  confidently  predicted.  The  proof 
of  this  is  decisive ;  the  bills  were  passed,  and  the  liber- 
ties of  England  not  only  remained  entire,  but  have  t  Ann.  Reg. 
since  that  time  continually  gone  on  increasing.^  ^^^'  ^^' 

In  truth,  the  management  of  a  country  which  has 
become  infected  with  the  contagion  of  demociatic  am- Retiectione 
bition,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  matters  in  govern-  ^^  ^^ 
ment,  and  of  which  the  principles  are  only  now  begin- 
ning to  be  understood.  It  is  always  to  be  recollected, 
that  the  formidable  thing  in  periods  of  agitation,  and 
against  which  governments  are,  in  an  especial  man- 
ner, called  to  oppose  a  barrier,  is  not  the  discontent 
arising  from  real  grievance,  but  the  passion  springing 
from  p(^ular  ambition.  The  first,  being  founded  in 
reason  and  justice,  is  easily  dealt  with :  it  subsides 
with  the  removal  of  the  causes  from  which  it  arose, 
and  strong  measures  are  very  seldom  required  or  justi- 
fiable for  its  suppression.  The  second,  being  a  vehe- 
ment passion,  arising  often  from  no  real  evil,  but  awak- 
ened by  the  anticipation  of  power,  is  insatiable ;  it  in- 
creases with  every  gratification  it  receives,  and  con- 
ducts the  nation,  through  blood  and  suffering,  by  a 
sure  and  rapid  process,  to  military  despotism.  The 
same  danger  to  freedom  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
prevention  of  the  expression  of  real  suffering  as  from 
the  concession  of  fuel  to  democratic  ambition.  Reform 
and  redress  are  the  remedies  suited  to  the  former ;  re- 
sistance and  firmness  the  regimen  adapted  to  the  latter. 
In  considering,  therefore,  whether  the  measures  of 
Mr  Pitt  at  that  period  were  justifiable  or  not,  the 
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CHAP,   question  is,  did  the  public  discontents  arise  from  the 
experience  of  real  evils,  or  the  contagion  of  demo- 


1796.  cratic  ambition  ?  and  when  it  is  recollected  from  what 
example,  in  the  neighbouring  kingdom,  these  passions 
were  excited,  how  much  the  liberties  of  England  have 
subsequently  augmented,  and  what  a  career  of  splen- 
dour and  prosperity  has  since  been  opened,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  no  rational  doubt  can  be  entertained  on  the 
subject.  And  the  event  has  proved,  that  more  danger 
to  freedom  is  to  be  apprehended  from  concession  than 
resistance  in  such  circumstances ;  for  British  liberty  has 
since  that  time  steadily  increased,  under  all  the  coer- 
cion applied  by  a  firm  government  to  its  excesses ;  while 
French  enthusiasm  has  led  to  no  practical  protection 
of  the  people ;  and  the  nation  has  perpetually  laboured 
under  a  succession  of  despots,  in  the  vain  endeavour  to 
establish  a  chimerical  equality. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1796, 

Propoeaia   ^^^  British  government,  in  order  to  bring  the  French 

b^'thTBri-  I^i^®^^^  t^  '^®  test,  authorized  their  agent  in  Switr 

tiah  go-     zerland,  Mr  Wickham,  to  make  advances  to  their  mi- 

I!^^*   nister  on  the  subject  of  a  general  peace.     The  Direc- 

JTb^th *   tory  replied,  that  they  could  only  treat  on  the  footing 

Directory,  of  the  coustitutiou  j  in  Other  words,  that  they  must  in- 

1796.        sist  on  retaining  the  Low  Countries.     This  at  once 

brought  matters  to  an  issue,  for  neither  Austria  nor 

England  were  as  yet  sufficiently  humbled  to  consent 

to  such  terms.     The  declaration  of  this  resolution, 

however,  on  the  part  of  the  Directory,  was  of  great 

service  to  the  English  cabinet,  by  demonstrating  the 

impossibility  of  treating,  without  abandoning  all  the 

objects  of  the  war,  and  putting  France  permanently  in 

possession  of  a  salient  angle,  from  which  it  threatened 

the  liberties  of  all  Europe,  and  which  experience  has 

proved  cannot  be  left  in  its  hands,  without  exposing 
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them  to  imminent  hazard.     Mr  Pitt  accordingly  an-    chap. 
nounced  the  resolution  of  the  Directory  to  the  British     ^^^' 


Parliament,  and  immediately  obtained  further  sup-    1790. 
plies  for  carrying  on  the  war — an  additianal  loan  of  Feb.  15  ud 
L.7,500,000  was  negotiated,  upon  as  favourable  terms  f^  ^^' 
as  the  former,  and  exchequer  bills,  to  the  amount  of'  Ann.  Beg. 
L.6,000,000  more,  put  at  the  disposal  of  government,  i^p^'iog. 
out  of  which  L.3,000,000  were  granted  to  Austria.^    Tb.  tUL 

The  first  active  operations  of  this  memorable  year  jom.yiiL8. 
took  place  in  La  Vendue,  where  the  republican  gene- 
ral, HocHE,  commanded  an  army  of  an  hundred  operations 
thousand  men.  This  vast  force,  the  greatest  which  ^^^^ 
the  Republic  had  on  foot,  composed  of  all  the  troops  ^^  cbawc- 
in  the  west  of  France,  and  those  drawn  from  Biscay 
and  the  western  Pyrenees,  waS  intrusted  to  a  general 
of  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  whose  absolute  power 
extended  over  all  the  insurgent  provinces.  He  was 
in  every  respect  qualified  for  the  important  but  diffi- 
cult duty  with  which  he  was  charged.  Endowed  by 
nature  with  a  clear  judgment,  an  intrepid  character, 
and  an  anconquerable  resolution ;  firm,  sagacious,  and 
humane,  he  was  eminently  fitted  for  that  mixture  of 
gentleness  and  resolution  which  is  necessary  to  heal 
the  wounds  and  subdue  the  passions  of  civil  war.  This 
rare  combination  of  civil  and  military  qualities  might 
have  rendered  him  a  formidable  rival  of  Napoleon, 
and  possibly  endangered  the  public  peace,  had  he  not 
united  to  these  shining  parts  a  patriotic  heart  and  a 
love  of  liberty  which  rendered  him  superior  to  all 
temptation;  and  more  likely,  had  he  lived,  to  have 
followed  the  example  of  Washington,  than  the  foot- 
steps of  Caesar  or  Cromwell.  But  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  his  independent  spirit  would  never  have 
brooked  the  usurpation  of  power,  by  that  extraordinary 
man ;  and  his  great  popularity  with  the  army  would 
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CHAP,   have  possibly  given  him  the  means  of  combating  his 
]_  ambition  with  success,  and  prolonging  in  France  for  a 


1796.    f*^^  years  longer  than  the  18th  Btumaire  the  delusive 
'  Biog.      phantoms  of  republican  institutions.^ 
r^^^iS'       Lazare  Hoche,  like  all  the  great  warriors  of  the 
(Hoche.)     Revolution,  owed  his  elevation  entirely  to  his  own 
Earij  his-  abilities ;   but  they  rendered  him  one  of  the  most 
B^hl      wonderful  men  whom  that  convulsion  brought  forth. 
He  was  bom  on  February  24,  1768,  at  Montreuil, 
near  Versailles,  where  his  father  pursued  the  humble 
occupation  of  Garde  da  Chenille  under  Louis  XV., 
and  he  made  his  first  entrance  into  life  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  as  a  supernumerary  understrapper  in  the 
royal  stables.     His  parents  having  soon  after  died, 
he  would  have  been  utterly  destitute  but  for  the  assist- 
ance of  an  aunt,  a  fruitrwoman  in  Versailles,  who 
from  time  to  time  supplied  him  with  small  sums  of 
money  to  add  to  his  scanty  wages,  and  buy  books, 
which  he  literally  devoured.     His  inclinations  promptr 
ing  him  strongly  to  the  military  line,  he  enlisted  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  in  the  Gardes  Fraufaises.    While  in 
that  service  he  almost  daily  mounted  extra  guards,  and 
engaged  in  every  species  of  employment  he  could  ob- 
tain consistently  with  his  profession,  in  order  to  collect 
money  enough  to  form  a  little  library,  to  the  study  of 
which  his  whole  evenings  were  devoted.     In  1788  he 
fought  a  duel  in  the  quarries  of  Montmartre,  on  which 
occasion  he  received  a  wound  in  the  face,  the  scar  of 
which  remained  through  life,  and  added  to  his  martial 
appearance.     In  the  following  year  he  was  involved 
in   the  general  and  fatal  defection  of  the  French 
Guards ;  and  having  now  warmly  embraced  the  prin- 
» Biog.      ciples  of  the  Revolution,  he  entered  into  the  Municipal 
A^t'  "*   Guard  of  Paris,  when  it  was  first  raised,  immediately 
(Hoche.)    after  the  taking  of  the  Bastile,^  and  was  soon  made 
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sei^eant-major,  from  his  remarkable  skill  in  his  pro-   chap- 
fession,  and  at  length  obtained  from  the  Minister 


Clavieres  a  commission  as  sub-lieutenant.  1^795, 

No  sooner  had  he  obtained  this  rank,  than  he  ap- 
plied with  the  utmost  diligence  to  the  study  of  his 
profession ;  and  the  advantage  of  this  at  once  appeared 
at  the  siege  of  Thionville.  The  distinction  he  there 
acquired  procured  for  him  the  command  of  Dunkirk, 
threatened  in  1793  with  an  attack  by  the  English  under 
the  Duke  of  York.  Hoche  powerfully  contributed, 
by  the  spirit  which  he  infused  into  the  garrison,  and 
the  ability  with  which  the  sorties  were  directed,  to 
the  defeat  of  that  enterprise,  and  the  overthrow  of  the 
covering  army  under  Freytag,  at  the  battle  of  Hoond- 
Bchost.  The  highest  military  honours  and  employ- 
ments were  now  open  to  him,  and  he  proved  himself 
equal  to  them  all.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  ob- 
tained the  command  of  the  army  of  the  Moselle,  and  he 
there  found  antagonists  worthy  of  his  powers,  in  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick  and  the  Prussian  army ;  but  such 
was  the  vigour  and  ability  of  his  operations,  that,  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  campaign,  he  had  driven  the  allies 
entirely  out  of  Alsace.  He  there,  however,  under- 
went a  strange  mutation  of  fortune.  Having  de- 
nounced Fichegru  as  engaged  in  treasonable  correspon- 
dence with  the  enemy,  to  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  he  incurred  the  wrath  of  St  Just,  by  whom 
that  general  was  protected,  and,  in  consequence,  de- 
prived of  his  command,  and  exiled  to  Nice.  Hardjy 
had  he  set  out  to  the  place  of  his  banishment,  than 
be  was  arrested  by  orders  of  the  Committee  of  PubUc 
Safety,  brought  to  Paris,  and  thrown  into  the  Con- 
ciergerie,  from  whence  he  would  infallibly  have  been 
brought  to  the  scaffold,  had  not  the  Revolution  of  the  u^^^ix 
9th  Thermidor  cut  short  his  oppressors.^  *37. 
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CHAP.        The  period  of  his  captivity,  however,  which  was 
^^^'    very  considerable,  was  of  more  service  to  Hoche  than 


1706.  ^^^  ^^  h^^  triumphs;  for  it  taught  him  to  think,  and 
enabled  him  to  gain  the  mastery  of  his  vehement  and 
fiery  temper,  to  which  his  misfortunes  had  in  some 
degree  been  owing.  His  marvellous  career  gave  him 
ample  room  for  reflection  :  for,  within  the  space  of  ten 
years,  and  when  not  yet  turned  of  twenty-five,  he  had 
been  successively  an  understrapper  in  the  royal  stables, 
a  general-in-chief  of  one  of  the  greatest  armies  of  the 
Republic,  and  a  captive  at  the  point  of  death  from  the 
revolutionary  tribunal.  He  became,  in  consequence, 
grave  and  silent,  thoughtful  and  reflecting  beyond  his 
years,  studious  and  contemplative;  and  he  assumed 
for  his  maxim  the  motto,  ^^  Things  and  not  words.'^ 
These  qualities  were  all  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
>  Biog.  achieve  the  difficult  task  now  committed  to  him  by 
aSiJ'  Th.  ^^®  Directory,  of  subduing  the  western  provinces,  and 
▼m.  206,  terminating  the  dreadful  war,  which  in  that  quarter 
had  so  long  consumed  the  vitals  of  the  state.^ 

Heche's  plan,  which  was  approved  of  by  the  Direc- 
Hoche'B     tory,  was  to  reduce  La  Vendue,  and  all  the  provinces  to 
wSttu.^^^*^®  south  of  the  Loire,  before  making  any  attempt  upon 
Brittany,  or  the  departments  to  the  north  of  that  river. 
All  the  towns  in  the  insurgent  district  were  declared  in 
a  state  of  siege ;  the  Republican  army  was  authorized 
to  maintain  itself  in  the  country  where  hostilities  were 
^  continued,  and  to  levy  the  necessary  requisitions  from 
the  peasantry ;  and  the  towns  which  fell  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  Republicans  were  to  be  protected  and 
provided  for  like  captured  fortresses.     Pardon  was 
unwf ia.    proclaimed  to  all  the  chiefs  who  should  lay  down  their 
vfii'sM^  anns,  while  those  who  continued  the  contest  were  or- 
207.     '    dered  to  be  shot.^ 

During  the  absence  of  Hoche  at  Paris,  in  the  depth 
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of  winter,  when  arranging  this  plan  with  the  Direc-    chap. 
torjr,  the  Royalist  chiefs,  in  particular  Charette  and     ^^^' 


StofHet,  gained  considerable  successes  ;  the  project  of    nge. 
disarming  the  insurgent  provinces  had  made  little  pro- 
gress ;  and  the  former  of  these  chiefs,  having  broken  Soooesses 
through  the  line,  had  appeared  in  the  rear  of  the  Re- MdStoffltet 
publicans.     But  the  arrival  of  the  ffeneral-in-chief  re-  ^^^^  **»« 

winter. 

Stored  vigour  and  unanimity  to  their  operations.     Cha- 
rette was  closely  pursued  by  several  columns,  under 
the  command  of  General  Travort ;  while  Stofflet,  cut 
off  from  all  communication  with  the  other  Royalists, 
was  driven  back  upon  the  shores  of  the  ocean.     As  a 
last  resource,  Charette  collected  all  his  forces,  and  at- 
tacked his  antagonist  at  the  passage  of  La  Vie.     The 
Royalists,  seized  with  a  sudden  panic,  did  not  combat 
with  their  accustomed  vigour ;  their  ranks  were  speed- 
ily broken;  their  artillery,  ammunition,  and  sacred 
standard,  all  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  Cha- 
rette himself  with  difficulty  made  his  escape,  with 
forty  or  fifty  followers;  and,  wandering  through  fo- 
rests and  marshes,  owed  his  safety  to  the  incorruptible 
fidehty  of  the  peasants  of  the  Marais.     In  vain  he 
endeavoured  to  elude  his  pursuers  and  join  Stofflet ; 
that  intrepid  chief,  himself  pressed  by  the  forces  of  the 
Republic,  after  escaping  a  thousand  perils,  was  be- 
trayed by  one  of  his  followers  at  the  farm  of  Pegri-  Death  of 
maud,  where  he  was  seized,  gagged,  and  conducted  to  ^*<^®®*- 
Angers.     He  there  met  death  with  the  same  resolu- 1  jom.  ym, 
tion  which  had  distinguished  his  life.^  ^'j  2^' 

This  great  success  was  necessary  to  establish  the 
credit  of  the  young  general,  who,  accused  equally  by  Neoearities 
both  parties — ^by  the  Royalists  of  severity,  and  by  the  ° 
Republicans  of  moderation — ^was  so  beset  with  diffi- 
culties and  so  much  disgusted  with  his  situation,  that 
he  formally  demanded  his  dismissal  from  the  com- 
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CHAP.   mand.     Bat  C&rnot,  aware  of  his  abilities,  instead  of 
^  ^'    accepting  his  resignation,  confirmed  him  in  his  ap- 


1796.  pointments ;  and,  as  a  mark  of  the  esteem  of  govern- 
ment, sent  him  two  fine  horses — a  present  not  only 
highly  acceptable,  but  absolutely  necessary  to  the  young 
general.  For  though  at  the  head  of  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  and  master  of  a  quarter  of  France,  he 
was  reduced  to  such  straits,  by  the  fall  of  the  paper 
in  which  the  whole  pay  of  the  army  was  received, 
that  he  was  absolutely  without  horses,  or  equipage  of 
any  kind,  and  was  glad  to  supply  his  inmiediate  neces- 
sities by  taking  half-a-dozen  bridles  and  saddles,  and 
'  Th.  YiiL  a  few  bottles  of  rum,  from  the  stores  left  by  the  Eng- 
lish in  Quiberon  Bay.^ 

Charette  was  now  the  only  remaining  obstacle  to 
Heroic  oon- the  entire  subjugation  of  the  country ;  for  as  long  as 
Charette.    he  livcd,  it  uever  could  be  considered  as  pacified. 
Anxious  to  get  quit  of  so  formidable  an  enemy  on  any 
terms,  the  Directory  offered  him  a  safe  retreat  into 
England  with  his  family  and  such  of  his  followers 
as  he  might  select,  and  a  million  of  francs  for  his 
own  maintenance.     Charette  replied — ^*  I  am  ready 
to  die  with  arms  in  my  hands;  but  not  to  fly  and 
*   abandon  my  companions  in  misfortune.     All  the  ves- 
sels of  the  Republic  would  not  be  sufficient  to  trans- 
port my  brave  soldiers  into  England.     Far  from  fear- 
ing your  menaces,  I  will  myself  come  to  seek  you  in 
your  own  camp."     The  Royalist  officers,  who  per- 
ceived that  further  resistance  had  become  hopeless, 
urged  him  to  retire  to  Britain,  and  await  a  more  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  renewing  the  contest  at  the 
•  Beau-      head  of  the  princes  and  nobility  of  France.    "  Qentle- 
^JJJJ^  ^^  men,"  said  he,  with  a  severe  air,  "  I  am  not  here  to 
la  vend^,  judgc  of  thc  ordors  which  my  sovereign  has  given  me : 
202.    *      I  know  them  f  they  are  the  same  which  I  myself 
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bave  Bolicited.      Preserve  towards  them  the  same    chap. 
fidelity  which  I  shall  do ;  nothing  shall  shake  me  in '__ 


the  discharge  of  my  duty."  1796. 

This  indomitable  chief,   however,  could  not  long 
withstand  the  immense  bodies  which  were  now  di- He  is  at 
rected  against  him.     His  band  was  gradually  reduced  j^^^pH. 
from  seven  hundred  to  fifiy,  and  at  last,  ten  followers.  ^»«'»  ^^ 
With  this  handful  of  heroes  he  long  kept  at  bay  the 
Republican  forces ;  but  at  length,  pursued  on  every 
side,   and  tracked  out  like  a  wild  beast  by  blood- 
hounds, he  was  seized,  after  a  furious  combat,  and 
conducted,  bleeding  and  mutilated,  but  unsubdued,  to 
the  Republican  head-quarters.     General  Travot,  with 
the  consideration  due  to  illustrious  misfortune,  treated 
him  with  respect  and  kindness,  but  could  not  avert 
his  fate.     He  was  conducted  to  Angers,  where  he  was 
feur  from  experiencing  from  others  the  generous  treatr 
ment  of  this  brave  Republican  general.     Maltreated 
by  the  brutal  soldiery,  conducted  along,  yet  dripping 
with  blood  from  his  wounds,  before  the  populace  of 
the  town,  weakened  by  loss  of  blood,  he  had  need  of 
all  his  strength  of  mind  to  sustain  his  courage ;  but, 
e\cen  in  this  extremity,  his  firmness  never  deserted 
him.    On  the  27th  March  he  was  removed  from  the 
prison  of  Angers  to  that  of  Nantes.     He  entered  into 
the  latter  town,  preceded  by  a  numerous  escort,  closely 
guarded  by  gendarmes  and  generals  glittering  in  gold 
and  plumes ;  himself  on  foot,  with  his  clothes  torn  and 
bloody,  pale  and  extenuated ;  yet  more  an  object  of 
interest  than  all  the  splendid  throng  by  whom  he  was 
sorrounded.     Such  was  his  exhaustion  from  loss  of 
blood,  that  the  undaunted  chief  fainted  on  leaving  the 
Quarter  of  Commerce ;  but  no  sooner  was  his  strength 
revived  by  a  glass  of  water,  than  he  marched  on,  en- 
daring  for  two  hours,  with  heroic  constancy,  the  abuse 
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CHAP,   and  imprecations  of  the  populace.     He  was  imme- 
*     diately  conducted  to  the  military  conmiission.     His 


1796,  examination  lasted  two  hours ;  but  his  answers  were 
all  clear,  consistent,  and  dignified;  openly  avowing 
his  Royalist  principles,  and  resolution  to  maintain 
them  to  the  lajst.  Upon  hearing  the  sentence  of  death, 
he  calmly  asked  for  the  succours  of  religion,  which 
were  granted  him,  and  slept  peaceably  the  night  be- 
fore his  execution.  On  the  following  morning  he  was 
brought  out  to  the  scaffold.  The  rolling  of  drums, 
the  assembly  of  all  the  troops  and  national  guard,  a 
countless  multitude  of  spectators^  announced  the  great 
event  which  was  approaching.  At  length  the  hero 
appeared,  descended  with  a  firm  step  the  stairs  of  the 
prison,  and  walked  to  the  Place  des  Agriculteurs, 
where  the  execution  was  to  take  place.  A  breathless 
>  Beaa.  iv.  silcuce  prevailed.^  Charette  advanced  to  the  ap- 
ui!x?u.'  pointed  place,  bared  his  breast,  took  his  yet  bloody 
78, 79.       arm  out  of  the  scarf,  and  without  permitting  his  eyes 

Jom.  viii.  iti  t     1  •  If  1  1  . 

30.   Th.    to  be  bandaged,  himselt  gave  the  command,  uttering, 
Tiii.  216.    ^^jj  jjjg  j^^  breath,  the  words—"  Vive  le  Roi  !" 

Thus  perished  Charette,  the  last  and  most  indomi- 
His  death  table  of  the  Vend^an  chiefs.  His  character  cannot 
be  better  given  than  in  the  words  of  Napoleon : — 
'^  Charette,^'  said  he,  "  was  a  great  character;  the 
true  hero  of  that  interesting  period  of  our  Revolution, 
which,  if  it  presents  great  misfortunes,  has  at  leajst 
not  injured  our  glory. — ^He  left  on  me  the  impression 
of  real  grandeur  of  mind ;  the  traces  of  no  common 
energy  and  audacity,  the  sparks  of  genius  are  appa- 
rent in  his  actions.^'  Though  the  early  massacres 
which  stained  the  Royalist  cause  at  Machecoult  were 
perpetrated  without  his  orders,  yet  he  had  not  the  ro- 
maitic  generosity,  or  humane  turn  of  mind,  which 
formed  the  glorious  characteristics  of  Lescure,  La- 


and  cha- 
racter. 
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rochejaqueline,  and  Bonchamps.     His  mind,  cast  in  a    chap. 
rougher  mould,  was  steeped  in  deeper  colours  j  and  in     ^^^' 
the  later  stages  of  the  contest,  he  executed,  without    I'jge^ 
scruple,  all  the  severities  which  the  terrible  war  in 
which  he  was  engaged  called  forth  on  both  sides.     If 
his  jealousy  of  others  was  sometimes  injurious  to  the 
Royal  cause,  his  unconquerable  firmness  prolonged  it 
after  every  other  chance  of  success  was  hopeless ;  his 
single  arm  supported  the  struggle  when  the  bravest  of*  Th.  tih. 
his  followers  were  sinking  in  despair;  and  he  has  left ^i! 79^' 
behind  him  the  glorious  reputation  of  being  alike  in-  ^"-  ^J- 
vincible  in  resolution,  inexhaustible  in  resources,  and  cu.'  vii. 
unsubdued  in  disaster.^  ^'  ^*' 

The  death  of  Charette  terminated  the  war  in  the 
west  of  France,  and  gave  more  joy  to  the  Republicans  TermiiM- 
than  the  most  brilliant  victory  over  the  Austrians.JJ^Jj[j^ 
The  vast  army  of  Hoche  spread  over  the  whole  conn-  vend^. 
try  from  the  Loire  to  the  British  Channel,  gradually 
pressed  upon  the  insurgent  provinces,  and  drove  the 
peasantry  back  towards  the  shores  of  the  ocean.    The 
policy  pursued  by  the  Republican  general  on  this  oc- 
casion was  a  model  of  wisdom ;  he  took  the  utmost 

*  Las  Cases  has  recounted  an  anecdote  of  him  when  in  command  of  a 
small  vessel  early  in  life.  Though  r^arded  as  a  person  of  mere  ordi- 
narj  capacity,  he,  on  one  occasion,  gave  proof  of  the  native  energy  of 
his  mind.  While  still  a  youth,  he  sailed  from  Brest  in  his  cutter, 
which,  having  lost  its  mast,  was  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  danger ; 
the  sailors,  on  their  knees,  were  praying  to  the  Virgin,  and  totally  in- 
capahle  of  making  any  exertion,  till  Charette,  by  killing  one,  succeeded 
in  bringing  the  others  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  thereby  saved  the 
vessel.  **  There,"  said  Napoleon,  ''  the  true  character  always  appears 
in  gieat  circnmstances  i  that  was  a  spark  which  spoke  the  future  hero 
of  La  Vend^.  We  must  not  always  judge  of  a  character  from  present 
appearances ;  there  are  slumberers  whose  rousing  is  terrible.  Kleber 
was  one  of  them ;  bnt  his  wakening  was  that  of  the  lion." — ^L  as  Cases, 
viL  104, 105. 

VOL.  III.  M 
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CHAP,   pains  to  conciliate  the  parish  priests^  who  had  so 
^^^     powerful  an  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  people ; 


1796.  ^^^  ^  ^^^  columns  advanced,  seized  the  cattle  and 
grain  of  the  peasantry,  leaving  at  their  dwellings  a 
notice  that  they  would  be  restored  to  them  when  they 
gave  up  their  weapons,  but  not  till  then-  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  poor  people,  threatened  with  fa- 
mine, if  these  their  only  resources  were  withheld,  were 
compelled  universally  to  surrender  their  arms.  The 
army,  advancing  slowly,  completed  in  this  way  the  dis- 
arming of  the  inhabitants  as  they  proceeded,  and  left 
nothing  in  their  rear  from  which  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended.  At  length  they  reached  the  ocean ;  and 
though  the  most  resolute  of  the  insurgent  bands  fought 
with  the  courage  of  despair  when  they  found  themr- 
selves  driven  back  to  the  sea-coast,  yet  the  great  work 
was  at  length  accomplished,  the  country  universally 
disarmed,  and  the  soldiers  put  into  cantonments  in  the 
conquered  district.  The  people,  weary  of  a  contest 
from  which  no  hope  could  now  be  entertained,  at 
length  every  where  surrendered  their  arms,  and  re- 
sumed their  pacific  occupations ;  the  Republicans,  can- 
toned in  the  villages,  lived  on  terms  of  friendship  with 
their  former  enemies ;  mutual  exasperation  subsided, 
the  clergy  communicated  openly  with  a  leader  who 
had  first  treated  them  with  sincerity  and  kindness, 
and  before  the  end  of  the  summer,  Hoche,  instead  of 
^  Th.  viu.  requiring  new  troops,  was  able  to  send  great  rein- 
viiL  41, 49!  forcements  to  the  Directory  for  the  support  of  the 
ri'^^ae"*^'  armies  on  the  Rhine  and  in  Italy .^ 

Meanwhile,  the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  encouraged  by 
the  brilliant  achievements  of  Clairfait  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  last  campaign,  and  aware,  from  the  incor- 
poration of  Flanders  with  the  French  Republic,  that 
no  accommodation  was  to  be  hoped  for,  was  making 
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the  utmost  efforts  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigour,    chap. 
A  new  levy  of  twenty-five  thousand  men  took  phice     ^^^' 
in  the  hereditary  states ;  the  regiments  were  univer-    1796. 
sally  raised  to  their  full   complement;   and  every 
effort  was  made  to  turn  to  advantage  the  military  ppepam- 
spirit  and  numerous  population  of  the  newly  acquired  *[®°*  ?^^^ 
province  of  Galicia.    Clairfaiti  the  conqueror  of  the  Archduke 
lines  of  Mayence,  made  a  triumphal  entry  into  Vienna  piT^Ttho 
with  unprecedented  splendour ;  but  the  Aulic  Council  ^**^  °^  ***® 
rewarded  his  achievements  by  the  appointment  of  the  oermanj. 
Archduke  Charles  to  the  conunand  of  the  armies  on 
the  Rhine— a  step  which,  however  ill  deserved  by  his 
gallant  predecessor,  was  soon  justified  by  the  great  ^  Jom.  viii. 
military  abilities  of  the  young  prince.^  viu.  ^\ 

The  forces  of  the  contending  parties  on  the  Rhine 
were  nearly  equal ;  but  the  Imperialists  had  a  great  Forces  of 
superiority  in  the  number  and  quality  of  their  cavalry.  ^^*|^'*' 
On  the  Upper  Rhine,  Moreau  commanded  seventy  parties  on 
thousand  infantry  and  six  thousand  cavalry;  while 
Wurmser,  who  was  opposed  to  him,  was  at  the  head 
of  sixty-two  thousand  foot  and  twenty-two  thousand 
horse;  but,  before  the  campaign  was  far  advanced, 
thirty  thousand  men  were  detached  from  this  army, 
to  reinforce  the  broken  troops  of  Beaulieu  in  Italy. 
On  the  Lower  Rhine,  the  Archduke  was  at  the  head 
of  seventy-one  thousand  infantry  and  twenty-one 
thousand  cavalry ;  while  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Mense,  under  Jourdan,  numbered  sixty-eight  thousand 
of  the  former  arm,  and  eleven  thousand  of  the  latter. 
The  disproportion  between  the  numerical  strength  on 
the  opposite  sides,  therefore,  was  not  considerable ; 
but  the  superiority  of  the  Germans  in  the  number  and 
quality  of  their  cavalry  gave  them  a  great  advantage 
in  an  open  country,  both  in  profiting  by  success  and 
arresting  disaster.  But,  on  the  one  hand,  the  French 
were  in  possession  of  the  fortresses  of  Luxemburg, 
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CHAP.    Thionville,  Metz,  and  Sarrelouis,  which  rendered  the 
^^^'     centre   of  their  position  ahnost  unassailable ;  their 


1 796.    f %b^  ^^  covered  by  Huningen,  New  Brisach,  and  the 

fortresses  of  Alsace,  and  their  left  by  Maestricht, 

Juliers,  and  the  iron  barrier  of  the   Netherlands; 

while  the  Austrians  had  no  fortified  point  whatoTer 

,  ^^jj^      to  support  either  of  their  wings.     This  want  in  a  war 

duke,  II.     of  invasion,  is  of  incalculable  importance ;  and  the 

Join.  viiL   event  soon  proved  that  the  fortresses  of  the  Rhine  are 

Im .' SM,'  ^  valuable  as  a  base  for  offensive,  as  a  barrier  to  sup- 

3^7-         port  defensive  operations.^ 

The  plan  of  the  Aulic  Council  was,  in  the  north 
pianj  of  *^  force  the  passage  of  the  Moselle,  carry  the  war  into 
the  Am-  Flandcrs,  and  rescue  that  flourishing  province  from 
the  grasp  of  the  Republicans;  and  for  this  purpose 
they  had  brought  the  greater  mass  of  their  forces  to 
the  Lower  Rhine.  On  the  Upper,  they  proposed  to 
lay  siege  to  Landau,  and,  having  driven  the  Republi- 
cans over  the  mountains  on  the  west  of  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine,  blockade  Strasburg.  But  for  some  reason 
which  has  never  been  divulged,  they  remained  in  a 
state  of  inactivity  until  the  end  of  May,  while  Beau- 
lieu  with  fifty  thousand  men  was  striving  in  vain  to 
resist  the  torrent  of  Napoleon^s  conquests  in  Lorn- 
bardy.  The  consequences  of  this  delay  proved  fatal 
to  the  whole  campaign.  Hardly  was  the  armistice 
31st  May  donounced  in  the  end  of  May,  when  an  order  arrived 
1796.  ^Q  Wurmser  to  detach  twenty-five  thousand  of  his 
best  troops  by  the  Tyrolese  Alps  into  Italy ;  a  deduc- 
tion which,  by  necessarily  reducing  the  Imperialists  on 
the  Upper  Rhine  to  the  defensive,  rendered  it  hardly 
possible  for  the  Archduke  to  push  forward  the  other 
army  towards  the  Moselle.  There  still  remained, 
however,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Imperialists 
on  the  frontiers  of  Germany,  including  above  forty 
thousand  superb  cavalry;  a  force  which,  if  earlier 
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brought  into  action,  and  placed  under  one  leader,  chap. 
might  have  changed  the  fate  of  the  war.  The  French  ^^^* 
inferiority  in  horse  was  compensated  by  a  superiority  1796. 
of  twenty  thousand  foot  soldiers.  The  Austrians 
had  the  immense  advantage  of  possessing  two  for- 
tified places,  Mayence  and  Manheim  on  the  Rhine, 
which  gave  them  the  means  of  debouching  with  equal 
facility  on  either  side  of  that  stream,  while  the  Re- 
publicans only  held  a  tSte^urpont  at  Dusseldorf,  so 
far  removed  to  the  north  as  to  be  of  little  service  in 
conunencing  operations.  The  events  of  this  struggle 
demonstrate,  in  the  most  striking  manner,  the  great 
importance  of  early  success  in  war,  and  by  what  a 
necessary  chain  of  consequences  an  inconsiderable  ad- 
vantage at  first  often  determines  the  fate  of  a  cam- 
paign. A  single  victory  gained  by  the  Austrians  on 
the  Sarre  or  the  Moselle  would  have  compelled  the 
French  armies  to  dissolve  themselves  in  order  to  gar- 
rison the  frontier  towns  j  and  the  Directory,  to  defend 
its  own  territories,  would  have  been  obliged  to  arrest 
the  career  of  Napoleon  in  the  Italian  plains ;  while, 
by  taking  the  initiative,  and  carrying  the  war  into  Ger- 
many, they  were  enabled  to  leave  their  fortresses  de- 
fenceleas, /and  swell,  by  their  gaxrisons,  the  invading,,,...., 
force,  which  soon  proved  so  perilous  to  the  Austrian  chtriM^ii* 
monarchy.*  201. 

The  plan  of  the  Republicans  was  to  move  forward 
the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Mouse  by  Dusseldorf,  to  pian  of  the 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  threaten  the  ^]*^'*' 
communication  of  the  Archduke  with  Germany,  in- 
duce him  to  recross  it,  and  facilitate  the  passage  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  stream  by  Moreau.  In  con- 
formity with  this  design,  Kleber,*  on  the  30th  May, 

*  Jean  Baptiete  Kleber  was  born  at  Strasboutg  in  1754.    His  father 
was  a  domestic  in  the  seryice  of  Cardinal  Bohan^  who  became  so  cele- 
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CHAP,   crossed  the  Rhine  at  Dusseldorf,  and,  with  twenty- 
'    five  thousand  men,  began  to  press  the  Austrians  on 


1796.    ^^  3^^  where  the  Archduke  had  only  twenty  thou- 


tory  of 
Kleber. 


His  pro- 
gress as  a 
general. 


brated  in  the  affair  of  the  diamond  necklace ;  and  he  was  at  first  des- 
Early  his-  tined  for  the  profession  of  an  architect,  for  which  he  evinced  a  consider- 
able torn.  One  day  at  Paxis,  when  pursning  his  studies,  he  saw  two 
foreigners  insulted  by  some  young  men  in  a  coffee-house ;  he  took  their 
party  and  extricated  them  from  the  attack ;  in  return,  they  offered  to 
take  him  with  them  to  Munich,  to  which  city  they  belonged^  and  place 
him  in  the  Military  Academy  there.  The  offer  was  too  tempUng  to  be 
resisted ;  tko  study  of  architecture  was  exchanged  for  the  career  of  arms ; 
and  such  was  the  progress  made  by  the  young  student  in  his  military 
studies,  that  Qeneral  Kaienitz,  son  of  the  celebrated  minister  of  the 
same  name,  invited  him  to  Vienna,  and  soon  after  gave  him  a  commis- 
sion  as  sub-lieutenant  in  his  regiment.  He  remained  in  the  Austrian 
service  from  1776  to  1785,  and  made  his  first  essay  in  arms  against  the 
Tutks ;  but,  disgusted  at  length  with  a  service  in  which  promotion  was 
awarded  only  to  birth,  he  resigned  his  commission,  returned  to  France, 
resumed  his  profession  of  an  architect,  and  obtained  the  situation  of 
inspector  of  public  edifices  at  Befort^  which  he  held  for  six  years. 

The  Revolution,  however,  called  him  to  very  different  destinies.  In 
a  revolt  at  Belbrt  in  1701,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  populace,  whom 
he  headed,  and  defeated  the  regiment  of  Boyal  Louis,  which  strove  to 
suppress  the  tumult  This  incident  determined  his  future  career ;  re- 
treat was  impossible ;  he  had  now  no  chance  of  safety  but  in  gaining 
impunity  by  advancing  with  the  Revolution.  In  179^  he  entered  as  a 
private  into  a  regiment  of  volunteers  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  in  which  his 
lofty  stature,  martial  air,  fearless  demeanour,  and  previous  acquaintance 
with  war,  soon  gained  him  consideration,  and  elevated  him  to  the  rank 
of  a4Jutant-m%jor,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  for  some  time  under 
General  Gustine.  When  that  officer  was  brought  to  trial,  he  had  the 
courage,  which  in  those  days  required  stronger  nerves  than  to  face  a 
battery  of  cannon,  to  give  evidence  in  his  favour.  The  known  yehe- 
menoe  of  his  Republican  principles  preserved  him  from  the  destruction 
which  otherwise  would  have  awaited  him  for  that  courageous  act ;  and 
he  was  soon  after  sent  as  general  of  brigade  to  La  Yend^e^  where  his 
talents  and  intrepidity  were  experienood  with  fatal  efiect  by  the  Royalist 
forces.  His  able  conduct  mainly  contributed  to  the  victories  of  Cholet, 
Mans,  and  Savenay,  which  finally  broke  the  Vendean  bands.  After 
having  made  a  triumphant  entry  into  Nantes,  and,  in  fact,  finished  the 
war,  he  was  removed  from  this  command,  in  consequence  of  the  undis> 
guised  manner  in  which  he  expressed  his  abhorrence  of  the  saaguinazy 
cruelties  with  which  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  desolated  the 
country  after  the  contest  was  over.  His  unrestrained  freedom  of  speech 
long  prevented  Kleber's  promotion,  as  it  does  that  in  overy  age  of  really 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  Ig3 

sand,  the  great  bulk  of  his  ^my,   sixty  thousand    chap. 

strong,  bdng  on  th^  right  bank,  in  front  of  Majence. 

The  R^3ublicans  succeeded  in  defeating  the  advapeed    1796, 
posts  of  the  Imperialists,  crossed  the  Sieg,  turned  i\^e  June  4. 
position  of  XJkerath,  and  drove  them  back  to  Aiten-  2ie*u^ 
kirchffli.      There  the  Austrians  stood  firm,  aiid  a^**®*"*^ 
severe  action  took  place.     General  Ne y,  with  a  body  suocess. 
of  light  troops,  turned  their  left,  and  threatei^ed  their 
communications;    while    Kleber.    having    advanc^ 
through   the  hills  of   Weyersbusch,  assailed  their 
front ;  and  Soult^  menaced  their  reserve  at  Kropach. 

great  men.  Every  government,  monarchical^  aristocratic^  or  republican, 
seeks  for  pliant  talent,  not  lofty  intellect.  The  disasters  of  the  Re- 
public, however,  at  length  rendered  his  employment  indispensable,  and 
he  receired  a  command  as  general  pf  division,  in  which  capacity  he  bore 
a  pari  in  the  battle  of  Fleurus,  and  in  all  the  subsequent  operations  of 
the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Mease  in  1795,  down  to  the  crossing  of  the 
Bhine  by  Jonrdan  in  spring  I7d6.--See  Biographie  UniveruUe,  zxii. 
4S0,  482  (Sleber), 

*  Jean  de  Dieu  Soult,  afterwards  Marshal  of  France  and  Duke  of  Dal- 
matian was  bom  at  Saint  Amans,  in  the  department  of  Tarn,  on  the  29th  Early  his- 
March  1769,  just  a  month  before  his  great  rival  Wellington,  and  in  the  tory  of 
same  year  with  Napoleon,  Lannes,  and  so  many  other  of  the  heroes  of  °o*"*« 
the  Bevolution.  Descended  of  humble  parents,  he  entered  the  army  in 
1785  as  a  private  in  the  23d  Royal  Infantry;  but  his  intelligence  and 
quickness  having  early  made  him  conspicuous^  he  was  appointed,  in 
1791,  drill-sergeant  to  a  battalion  of  volunteers  who  had  been  raised  on 
the  Upper  Bhine,  and  afterwards  received  from  Marshal  Luckner  his 
commission  as  sub-lieutenant  in  the  same  regiment.  His  talents  ere 
long  led  to  his  being  employed  in  important  duties.  He  was  chosen 
captain  by  the  soldiers  by  acclamation,  and  soon  intrusted  by  Custine 
with  the  command  of  two  battalions.  He  was  distinguished  at  the 
battle  of  Kaiaerlantem,  at  the  storming  of  the  lines  of  Weissenbexg, 
and  the  siege  of  Fort  Louis ;  but  it  was  at  the  battle  of  Fleurus  that  he 
first  gave  proof  of  his  undaunted  character.  The  brave  Marceau  there 
fonnd  himself  deserted  by  his  troops,  who  were  flying  in  the  utmost  dis- 
order towards  the  Sambre,  leaving  the  right  of  the  army  entirely  un- 
covered.  In  despair,  he  was  about  to  rush  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
and  seek  death  from  the  enemy's  bayonets.  At  that  instant  Soult, 
bteathlesB,  came  up.  "  You  would  die,  Marceau,"  said  the  future  anta- 
gonist of  Wellington,  "  and  leave  your  soldiers  dishonoured ;  fly  and 
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CHAP.    The  result  of  these  movements  was,  that  the  Aus^ 
'__  trians  were  driven  behind  the  Lahn  at  Limbmrg,  with 


1796.    ^^^  1<>^  of  fifteen  hundred  prisoners,  and  twelve  pieces 
1  Jom.  Tiii.  of  caunon.^ 

pI^mT^  This  victory  produced  the  desired  effect,  by  draw- 
juit.  No.  ing  the  Archduke,  with  the  greater  part  of  his  forces, 
Tiii.  S08.  across  the  Rhine,  to  succour  the  menaced  points.  On 
m.'  Vi^*  *^®  l^*'^  ^®  passed  that  river  with  thirty-two  batta- 
ch.  iL  64,  lions  and  eighty  squadrons,  arrived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Limburg  four  days  after,  and  moved,  with 
They  are  forty-fivo  thousaud  infantry  and  eighteen  thousand  ca- 
^"LroB.  valry,  against  the  Republicans  on  the  German  side, 
b^^^the**^*  Jourdan,  upon  this,  leaving  Marceau  with  twenty 
Archdake.  thousand  mcu  near  Mayence,  crossed  the  Rhine  at 
Neuwied,  with  the  bulk  of  his  forces,   to  support 

seek  them,  briDg  them  back  to  the  charge ;  it  will  be  more  glorious  to 
conquer  with  them."  Marceau,  struck  with  these  words,  followed  his 
men,  succeeded  in  rallying  them,  and  led  them  back  to  share  in  the 
ultimate  glories  of  the  day. 

After  this  he  took  part  in  the  actions  on  the  Ourthe  and  the  Roer  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  campaign  of  1794,  and  was  engaged  in  the  blockade 
of  Luxembourg  till  the  surrender  of  that  place.  During  the  chequered 
campaign  of  1795  he  commanded  a  light  division  of  three  battalions  and 
five  squadrons,  which  rendered  essential  service,  both  in  the  advanced- 
guard  during  forward,  and  the  rear-guard  in  retrograde  movements.  In 
the  course  of  one  of  these,  he  was  suddenly  enveloped  near  Herbom 
by  four  thousand  Austrian  cavalry.  Summoned  to  surrender  to  this  vast 
superiority  of  horse,  he  set  the  enemy  at  defiance,  formed  his  infantry 
in  two  close  columns,  with  the  cavalry  in  the  interval  between  them, 
and  in  that  order  marched  five  hours,  constantly  fighting,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  repulsed  no  less  than  seven  charges  without  being  ever 
broken,  or  losing  a  gun  or  a  standard,  until  he  rejoined  in  safety  the 
ranks  of  his  countrymen.  After  ten  days  repose  he  was  again  in  motion, 
commanded  in  the  combat  of  Batte-Eig,  fought  on  the  summit  of  a  lofty 
ridge  then  knee-deep  in  snow,  where  he  inflicted  a  loss  on  the  enemy 
of  two  thousand  men,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Freidberg,  to  the 
success  of  which  his  skill  and  valour  powerfully  contributed.  His  name 
wiU  be  found  connected  with  almost  all  the  great  triumphs  of  Napoleon ; 
and  his  glorious  defence  of  the  south  of  France  against  Wellington  in 
1813  and  1814  have  secured  for  him  a  place  in  the  very  first  rank  of 
military  glory. — See  BioffraphU  det  Contemporaim,  xiz.  255, 257  (Scult), 
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Kleber.     His  intention  was  to  cover  the  investment    chap. 
of  Efarenbreitzen,  and,  for  this  purpose,  pass  the  Lahn 


and  attack  Wartensleben,  who  commanded  the  ad-  1795, 
vance  guard  of  the  Imperialists ;  but  the  Archduke,  leth  June. 
resolved  to  take  the  initiative,  anticipated  him  by  a 
day,  and  commenced  an  attack  with  all  his  forces. 
The  position  of  the  Republicans  was  in  the  highest 
degree  critical,  as  they  were  compelled  to  fight  with 
the  Rhine  on  their  right  flank,  and  between  them  and 
France,  which  would  have  exposed  them  to  utter  ruin 
in  case  of  a  serious  reverse.  The  Archduke  judiciously 
brought  the  mass  of  his  forces  against  the  French  left, 
and,  having  overwhelmed  it,  Jourdan  was  compelled 
to  draw  back  all  his  troops,  to  avoid  being  driven  into 
the  river,  and  completely  destroyed  amidst  its  preci- 
pitous banks.  He  accordingly  retired  to  Neuwied, 
and  recrossed  the  Rhine,  while  Kleber  received  or- 
ders to  retire  to  Dusseldorf,  and  regain  the  left  bank, 
Kray  pursued  him  with  the  right  wing  of  the  Aus- 
trians,  and  a  bloody  and  furious  action  ensued  at 
Ukerath,  which  at  length  terminated  to  the  disadvan- '  Arch. 

•  •  Ch  iL  74 

tage  of  the  French,  in  consequence  of  the  impetuous  92.'  j^m' 
charges  of  the  Imperial  cavalry.  Kleber  indignantly  J^-  ^^ 
continued  his  retreat,  and  regained  the  intrenched  camp  Tiii.  soo. 

Nev   180 

around  the  tete-^ii-pont  at  Dusseldorf.^  197; 

Meanwhile  the  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  under 
the  command  of  Mobeau,  had  commenced  offensive  Early  his- 
operations.  This  great  general,  bom  in  1763,  at^^u. 
Morlaix  in  Brittany,  was  the  son  of  a  respectable  ad- 
vocate in  that  town,  and  had  been  originally  bred  to  the 
bar ,  but,  while  yet  engaged  in  that  profession,  he  was 
appointed  Prevoirde-droit  at  Renues,  in  which  situation 
his  solid  talents,  great  acquirements,  and  courteous 
manners,  gave  him  an  entire  ascendant  over  the  students 
of  law  in  that  provincial  capital,  who  styled  him,  in 
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CHAP.    1 787*  on  occasion  of  its  contest  with  the  crown,  ^^  Gene- 
'    ral  of  the  Parliament."     Tempering  at  the  same  time 
1706.    prudence  with  firmness,  he  succeeded  in  cahning  the 
effervescence  of  the  young  men,  and  suhduing  a  revolt 
which  otherwise  might  have  been  attended  with  seri- 
ous consequences.     When  the  Revolution  broke  out, 
he  organized  a  company  of  artillery  volunteers,    of 
which  he  was  elected  captq.in.     Weary  of  pacific  ser- 
vice, and  finding  the  legal  profession  wholly  destroyed 
by  the  public  convulsions,  he  solicited  a  situation  io 
1792,  in  the  gendarmerie  or  mounted  police.     Hap- 
pily his  application  wa^  unsuccessful ;  and  having  soon 
after  enlisted  in  a  regiment  of  the  line,  he  made  his 
debut  in  war  under  Dumourier  in  the  campaign  of 
Flanders  in  1793.     His  intelligence,  however,  and 
sagacity,  speedily  occasioned  his  promotion;  he  was 
raised  by  the  suffrages  of  the  soldiers  to  the  rank  of 
colonel;  before  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  was  a 
brigadier-general ;  and  in  the  following  year,  on  the 
recommendation  of  Piche^u,  he  was  appointed  gene- 
i-al  of  division,  and  intrusted  with  an  important  com- 
mand in  the  maritime  districts  of  Flanders,  and,  after 
'  Biog.      various  lesser  successes,  succeeded  in  planting  the  Be* 
^niT.  XXX.  p^})ij^Q  standards  on  the  important  fort  of  Ecluse  on 
(Moreau.)   the  Scheldt.^ 

At  the  moment  that  Moreau  was  rendering  these 
His  first  important  services  to  France,  the  Jacobins  of  Brest 
T^emnh  s^ut  his  father  to  the  scaffold.  That  respectable  old 
man,  who,  by  his  beneficence  to  the  unfortunate  in 
Morlaix,  where  he  resided,  had  gained  the  simame  of 
the  "  Father  of  the  Poor,"  had  excited  the  jealousy 
of  the  Bevolutionists  in  his  province,  by  his  humanity 
in  fl^mmistering  the  affaire  of  «>me  ei^grants,  who. 
but  for  his  probity,  would  have  lost  their  all.  This 
tragic  event  confirmed  his  son  in  the  repugnance  which 
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he  already  felt  for  the  atrocities  of  the  Jacobins,  aud    chap. 
determined  him  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the 


career  of  arms.  He  conmianded  the  right  wing  of  i^oe 
Pichegru's  army  in  the  winter  campaign  of  1794, 
which  procured  for  the  Republicans  the  conquest  of 
Holland.  When  that  general  was  transferred  from  the 
Bcene  of  his  Batavian  triumphs  to  the  command  of 
the  army  of  the  Rhine  and  Moselle,  he  received  the 
command  in  chief  of  the  army  in  Holland ;  and,  by  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  his  administration,  attracted 
universal  esteem,  the  more  so,  as  it  exhibited  such  a 
contrast  to  the  commissioners  of  the  Convention. 
After  the  dismissal  of  Pichegru  from  the  command  of 
the  army  in  Alsace,  in  the  winter  of  1795,  he  was  ap- 
pointed his  successor ;  and  two  traits  of  his  conduct  in 
that  campaign,  ovwlooked  in  the  whirl  of  its  import* 
ant  events,  deserve  to  be  recorded,  as  marking  at  once 
the  probity  and  generosity  of  his  character.  When 
compelled  to  retreat  by  the  admirable  skill  of  the 
Archduke  Charles  from  the  heart  of  Bavaria  to  the 
Upper  Rhine,  he  preferred  forcing  his  way  sword  in 
hwd  through  the  defiles  of  the  Black  Forest,  occu«- 
pied  by  the  enemy,  to  violating  the  neutrality  of  the 
Swiss  territory  near  the  lake  of  Constance,  which 
would  have  given  him  the  means  of  a  bloodless  retreat. 
And  when  his  rival.  Napoleon,  was  hard  pressed  by 
the  Austrians  imder  Alvinzi  in  Italy,  he  detached  a 
xorps  across  the  Tyrol  Alps  sufficient  to  reinforce  him, 
and  again  chain  victory  to  the  standards  of  the  army 
of  Italy.  ^^  0,  Moreau !  ^'  said  Carnot  on  hearing  of 
this,  "  O,  my  dear  Fabius,  how  great  you  were  in  that  i  g. 
circumstaace !  how  superior  to  the  wretched  rivalries  ^<>i^-  ^^^ 
of  generals,  which  so  often  cause  the  best  laid  enter- (Moma.) 
prises  to  miscarry !  "^ 


188  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP.       Moreau  was  the  most  consummate  general  who  ap- 
^^^'    peared  in  the  French  armies  in  that  age  of  glory. 


1796.    Without  the  eagle  glance  or  vehement  genius  of  Na- 
poleon, he  was  incomparablj  more  judicious  and  cir- 
His  cbane-  cumspcct :  hc  nover  could  have  made  the  campaign  of 
^n^     Italy  in  1796,  or  in  Champagne  in  1814 ;  but  neither 
would  he  have  incurred  the  disasters  of  the  Moscow 
retreat,  nor  lost  his  crown  by  the  obstinacy  of  his  grasp 
of  Spain.     Like  Fabius,  Epaminondas,  and  Turenne, 
he  trusted  nothing  to  chance,  laid  his  plans  with  con- 
summate ability,  and,  calculating  with  equal  precision 
the  probabilities  of  success  or  disaster,  succeeded  in 
achieving  the  former  without  incurring  the  latter.   But 
he  was  great  as  a  general  alone — as  a  man  he  was  only 
good.     He  had  no  turn  for  political  affairs,  and  was 
wholly  unfit  to  be  the  head  of  a  party.     Gifted  with 
rare  sagacity,  an  imperturbable  •coolness  in  presence 
of  danger,  and  a  rapid  coup-d^ceil  in  the  field  of  battle, 
he  was  eminently  qualified  for  military  success ;  but 
his  modesty,  moral  indecision,  and  retiring  habits,  ren- 
dered him  unfit  to  cope  in  political  life  with  the  en- 
ergy and  ambition  of  Napoleon.    He  was,  accordingly, 
illustrious  as  a  general,  but  unfortunate  as  a  states- 
1  Th.  viii.  man ;  a  sincere  Republican,  he  disdained  to  accept  ele- 
jani.^u.   vation  at  the  expense  of  the  public  freedom ;  and  after 
i^h!^   vanquishing  the  Imperialists  at  Hohenlinden,  sunk 
ii.  19.        before  the  audacity  and  fortune  of  his  younger  and 
xx^oMi .  ^^^  scrupulous  rival.^ 

On  arriving  at  the  command,  after  the  dismissal  of 
organisar  Pichcgru,  he  applied  himself  assiduously,  with  the  aid 
tion  of  bis  q(  Regnier,  to  reorganize  and  restore  the  army,  whose 
spirit  the  disasters  of  the  preceding  campaign  had  con- 
siderably weakened.     The  French  centre,  thirty  thou- 
sand strong,  cantoned  at  the  foot  of  the  Y osges  Moun- 
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tains,  was  placed  under  the  orders  of  Desaix  ;  *  the    chap. 
left,  under  St  CYR,f  had  its  head-quarters  at  Deux-     ^^^ 
ponts ;  while  the  right,  under  Moreau  in  person,  occu-    nge, 

*  Loais  Charles  Desaix  was  bom  at  St  Hilaire  in  1768,  of  a  noble 
family.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the  regiment  of  Bretagne, 
and  was  soon  distinguished  by  his  severe  and  romantic  character.  In 
1791 »  he  was  ^ipointed  aide-de-camp  to  General  Victor  de  Brogli^. 
His  first  actions  in  the  reyolutionary  army  was  in  the  combat  of  La- 
tenbooig^  in  1793,  in  which  his  heroic  courage  was  so  conspicuous,  that 
it  procured  for  him  rapid  promotion.  In  1796,  he  commanded  one 
of  Korean's  divisions.  '*  Of  all  the  generals  I  erer  had  under  me/' 
said  Napoleon,  "  Desaix  and  Kleber  possessed  the  greatest  talents, 
especially  Desaix,  as  Kleber  only  lored  war  as  it  was  the  means  of  pro- 
curing him  riches  and  pleasures ;  whereas  Desaix  loTod  glory  for  itself, 
and  despised  every  thing  else.  Desaix  was  wholly  wrapt  up  in  war  and 
glory.  To  him  riches  and  pleasures  were  Tahieless,  nor  did  he  give 
them  a  moment's  thought.  He  despised  comfort  and  conTenience; 
wrapt  in  a  cloak,  he  threw  himself  under  a  gun,  and  slept  as  contentedly 
as  in  a  palace.  Upright  and  honest  in  all  his  proceedings,  he  was  called 
by  the  Arabs  the  Just  Sultan.  Kleber  and  Desaix  were  an  irreparable 
loss  to  the  French  army." — O'Msaba,  i.  237^  238,  and  Bioff,  Univ.  xi. 
128.    (Desaix). 

t  Laurent  Gouyion  St  Cyr,  afterwards  Marshal  and  Peer  of  France, 
was  bom  at  Toul  on  the  13th  April  1761*  When  caUed  upon  to  decide  Barly  his- 
Qpon  his  profession  he  declined  the  army,  to  which  his  father  had  des-  toiy  of 
tmed  him,  on  account  of  the  slow  promotion,  and  indolent  life  of  the  ^^  ^^' 
officers  in  peace,  and  took  to  painting,  in  pursuance  of  which  he  tra- 
velled to  Italy,  and  studied  some  years  in  Rome.  Having  completed 
his  preparatory  education  he  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  began  to  prac- 
tise his  art  in  the  work-shop  of  the  painter  Brenel ;  but  the  10th  of 
August  soon  arriTed ;  the  fine  arts  were  dissipated  in  the  whirl  of  the 
Rerolution :  and  the  young  painter,  abandoning  his  pacific  pursuits,  en- 
rolled himself  one  of  the  numerous  corps  of  volunteers  which  were  then 
forming  in  the  capital.  There  he  was  speedily  raised,  by  the  voice  of 
his  comrades,  to  the  rank  of  captain^  and  sent,  in  November  1792,  to  the 
army  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  with  which  he  continued  to  act  down  to  the 
peace  of  Campo-Formio.  It  is  to  this  circumstance  that  we  owe  the 
valuable  Memoirs  which  he  has  left  on  that  period  of  the  war,  and 
which,  published  in  1831,  accompanied  by  a  magnificent  Atlas,  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  important  military  records  of  the  Revolution.  His 
name  will  frequently  appear  in  the  following  pages,  particularly  in  Cata- 
lonia in  1809  and  1810,  and  during  the  campaigns  of  Moscow  and  Ger- 
many in  1812  and  1813.  His  talents  for  war  were  remarkable.  Few 
of  his  generals  possessed  more  of  the  confidence  of  Napoleon,  and  none 
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CHAP,   pied  Strasburg  and  Huningen.     The  Austrians,  in  like 
^^^'     manner,  were  in  three  divisions ;  the  right  wing,  twen- 


1796.    tj'^two  thousand  strong,  was  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Kayserslautem,  and  conununicated  with 
the  Archduke  Charles ;  the  centre,  under  the  orders  of 
Starray,  amounting  to  twenty-three  thousand  infantry 
and  nine  thousand  horse,  was  at  Muschbach  and  Man- 
heim;  while  the  left  wing,  comprehending  twenty-four 
thousand  infantry  and  seyen  thousand  cavalry,  extend- 
ed along  the  course  of  the  Rhine  from  Philipsburg  to 
'  Arch.  ch.  Bale.     Thus,  notwithstanding  all  their  misfortunes, 
Tiii.  196^"'  the  Imperialists  still  adhered  to  the  ruinous  system  of 
cjr  iif '    extending  their  forces ;  a  plan  of  operations  destined 
33, 37.       to  bring  about  all  but  the  ruin  of  the  monarchy.^ 

Moreau  resolved  to  pass  the  Rhine  at  Strasburg,  as 
that  powerful  fortress  was  an  excellent  point  of  de- 


Rhine  hj  parture  :  while  the  numerous  wooded  islands  which 
MoroMi.  ^Y^Qj^Q  interrupted  the  course  of  the  river,  afforded  every 
facility  for  the  concealment  of  the  project.  The  for- 
tress of  Kehl  on  the  opposite  shore,  b^ng  negligently 
guarded,  lay  open  to  surprise,  and,  once  secured,  pro- 
mised the  means  of  a  safe  passage  to  the  whole  army. 
The  Austrians  on  the  Upper  Rhine  were,  from  the 
very  beginning  of  the  campaign,  reduced  to  the  de- 
fensive, in  consequence  of  the  large  detachment  made 
under  Wurmser  to  the  Tyrol ;  while  the  invasion  of 
Germany  by  the  army  of  Jourdan,  spread  the  belief 

has  left  such  Bcientific  and  luminous  military  memoirs  on  the  campaigns 
in  which  he  was  engaged.  His  abilities  were  of  the  solid  and  judicious, 
rather  than  the  showy  and  dazzling  kind  ;  his  understanding  was  excel- 
lenty  his  penetration  keen,  his  judgment  sound,  his  surrey  of  aifairs 
comprehensive,  and  he  was  brave  and  tenacious  of  purpose  ;  but  he  hnd 
not  the  eagle  glance  of  Napoleon,  nor  the  heroic  eneigy  of  Ney ;  and  he 
was  better  qualified  to  make  a  circumspect  commander-in-chief  than  a 
brilliant  leader  of  a  corps  of.an  army. — See  Vie  de  St  Cyr,  prefixed  to 
his  MemoirSi  vol.  i.  1-12  ;  and  Biographie  de»  Cont^mporaint,  viiL  363 
and  264.    (Oauvion  de  St  Ciir.) 
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that  it  Was  iti  that  quarter  that  the  serious  attack  of   chap. 
the  Republicans  was  to  be  made.     To  mislead  the  Im-     ^^^' 


perialists  still  farther  from  his  real  design,  Moreau    j^oe 
made  a  general  attack  on  their  intrenchments  at  Man- 
heitii,  which  had  the  effect  of  inducing  them  to  with- 
draw the  greater  part  of  their  forces  to  the  right  bank, 
leaving  only  fifteen  battalions  to  guard  the  tSte-du^ixmt 
on  the  French  side.    Meanwhile  Wurmser  having  de- 
parted at  the  head  of  twenty-eight  thousand  choice 
Ux)ops  for  Italy,  the  command  of  both  armies  devolved 
on  the  Archduke.     Moreau  deemed  this  juncture  fa- 
vourable for  the  execution  of  his  design  upon  Kehl, 
and  accordingly,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d,  the  gates  23d  June, 
of  Strasburg  were'suddenly  closed,  all  intercourse  with 
the  German  shore  was  rigidly  prohibited,  and  columns  31^311  *' 
of  troops  marched  in  all  directions  towards  the  point  Jom.  viu. 
of  embarkation.^  ' 

The  points  selected  for  this  hazardous  operation 
were  Gambsheim  and  Kehl.     Twelve  thousand  men  Admirable 
were  collected  at  the  first  point,  and  sixteen  thousand  *^*"  '^'^ 
at  the  second,  both  detachments  being  under  the  orders  sage,  which 
of  Desaix ;  while  the  forces  of  the  Imperialists  were  so  J^f^.*"*^ 
scattered,  that  they  could  not  assemble  above  seven- 
teen thousand  men  in  forty-eight  hours  in  any  quar- 
ter that  might  be  menaced.     At  midnight,  the  troops 
defiled,  in  different  columns  and  profound  siltoce,  to^ 
wards  the  stations  of  embarkation ;  while  false  attacks, 
attended  with  much  noise  and  constant  discharges  of 
artillery,  were  made  at  other  places,  to  distract  the 
attention  of  the  enemy.    At  half-past  one  Desaix  gave 
the  signal  for  departure ;  two  thousand  five  hundred 
men  embarked  in  silence,  and  rowed  across  the  arm  of 
the  Rhine  to  the  island  of  Ehslar  Rhin,  which  was 
occupied  by  the  Imperialists.     They  fell,  without  fir- 
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CHAP,    ing  a  shot,  with  so  much  impetuosity  upon  their  yi- 
^^^'    dettes,  that  the  Germans  fled  in  disorder  to  the  right 


1796.  ^^^9  without  thinking  of  cutting  the  bridges  of  boats 
which  connected  the  island  with  the  shore.  Thither 
they  were  speedily  followed  by  the  Republicans,  who, 
although  unsupported  by  cavalry  or  artillery,  ventur- 
ed to  advance  into  the  plain,  and  approach  the  ram- 
parts of  Kehl.  With  heroic  resolution,  but  the  most 
prudent  in  such  circumstances,  the  commander  sent 
back  the  boats  instantly  to  the  French  side,  to  bring 
over  reinforcements,  leaving  this  little  band  alone 
and  unsupported,  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy^s  army. 
Their  advanced  guard  was  speedily  assailed  by  the 
Swabian  contingent,  greatly  superior  in  numbers, 
which  were  encamped  in  that  neighbourhood ;  but  they 
were  repulsed  by  the  steadiness  of  the  French  infantry, 
supported  by  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  they  had 
captured  on  first  landing  on  the  shore.  Before  six 
o^clock  in  the  morning,  a  new  detachment  of  equal 
strength  arrived,  a  flying  bridge  was  established  be- 
tween the  island  and  the  left  bank,  and  the  Republi- 
cans found  themselves  in  such  strength,  that  they  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  of  the  intrenchments  of  Kehl, 
which  were  carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the 
troops  of  Swabia,  intnisted  with  the  defence,  flying 
with  such  precipitation,  that  they  lost  thirteen  pieces 
of  cannon  and  seven  hundred  men.  On  the  following 
day  a  bridge  of  boats  was  established  between  Stras- 
burg  and  Kehl,  and  the  whole  army  passed  over  in 
safety.  Such  was  the  passage  of  the  Rhine  at  Kehl, 
which  at  the  time  was  celebrated  as  an  exploit  of  the 
most  glorious  character.  Without  doubt  the  secrecy, 
rapidity,  and  decision  with  which  it  was  carried  into 
effect,  merit  the  highest  eulogium.     But  the  weakness 
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and  dispersion  of  the  enemy^s  forces  rendered  it  an  en-    chap. 
terprise  of  comparatiyely  little  hazard;  and  it  was 


greatly  inferior,  both  in  point  of  difficulty  and  danger,    1795. 
to  the  crossing  of  the  same  river  in  the  following  cam-^  Jom.  viu. 
paign  at  Dursheim,  or  the  passages  of  the  Danube  ^'^^' 
at  Wagram,  and  of  the  Berezina  at  Studenki  by  Na-  ^^^*  ^i^- 

,      ^     ^  ^  StCyp,iii, 

poleOn/  83, 46. 

Moreau  had  now  the  fairest  opportunity  of  destroy-  ii^i^f 0. 
ing  the  Austrian  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  by  a  series 
of  diverging  attacks,  similar  to  those  by  which  Napo-  cbntious 
leon  had  discomfited  the  army  of  Beaulieu  in  Pied-™^*;^^ 
mont.  He  had  effected  a  passage,  with  a  superior 
force,  into  the  centre  of  the  enemy^s  line ;  and,  by  rapid 
movements,  might  have  struck  right  and  left  as  weighty 
blows  as  that  great  captain  dealt  out  at  Dego  and  Mon- 
tenotte.  But  the  French  general,  however  consum- 
mate a  commander,  had  not  the  fire  or  energy  by 
which  his  younger  rival  was  actuated,  and  trusted  for 
success  rather  to  skilful  combinations  or  methodical 
arrangements,  than  those  master-strokes  which  are 
attended  with  peril,  but  frequently  domineer  over  for- 
tune by  the  intensity  of  the  passions  which  they  awa- 
ken among  mankind.  Having  at  length  collected  all 
his  divisions  on  the  right  bank,  Moreau,  at  the  end  of 
June,  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  the 
Black  Forest)  at  the  head  of  seventy-one  thousand  men. 
This  celebrated  chain  forms  a  mass  of  rocky  hills 
covered  with  fir,  separating  the  valley  of  the  Rhine 
from  that  of  the  Neckar,  and  pierced  only  by  nar- 
row ravines  or  glens.  The  Swabian  contingent,  ten 
thousand  strong,  was  already  posted  at  Renchen,  once 
80  famous  in  the  wars  of  Turenne,  occupying  the 
entrance  of  the  defiles  which  lead  through  the  moun- 
tains. They  were  attacked  by  the  Republicans,  and 
driven  from  their  position  with  the  loss  of  ten  pieces 
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CHAP,   of  cannon,  and  eight  hundred  men.     Meanwhile,  the 

'Y  YT 

'__  Imperialists  were  collecting  their  scattered  forces  with 


1796.    the  utmost  haste,  to  make  head  against  the  formidable 
enemy  who  had  thus  burst  into  the  centre  of  their  line. 
The  Archduke  Charles  had  no  sooner  received  the  in- 
telligence, than  he  resolved  to  hasten  in  person,  to  ar- 
rest the  advance  of  an  army  threatening  to  fall  upon 
his  line  of  communications,  and  possibly  get  the  start 
of  him  on  the  Danube.     For  this  purpose  he  set  off 
1  Arch.  Ch.  OH  the  26th,  with  twenty-four  battalions  and  thirty- 
s't  c^'^UL  ^^"^^  squadrons,  from  the  banks  of  the  Lahn,  and  ad- 
60, 71.'      vanced  by  forced  marches  towards  the  Black  Forest, 
2?2,  sYs!"   while  the  scattered  divisions  of  Wurmser's  army  were 
314  ^316     converging  towards  the  menaced  point.* 

Moreau's  plan  was  to  descend  the  valley  of  the 
Indecisive  Rhiuc,  with  his  ccutre  and  left  wing,  under  the  com- 
thoTiu^.  mand  of  Desaix  and-St  Cyr;  while  his  right,  under 
Ferine,  attacked  and  carried  the  defiles  of  the  Black 
Forest,  and  pushed  to  the  banks  of  the  Neckar.  The 
Austrians  on  the  Upper  Rhine  and  the  Murg  were 
about  forty-eight  thousand  strong;  while  the  Arch- 
duke was  hastening  with  half  that  number  to  their 
support.  .  Previous  to  advancing  to  the  northward, 
Moreau  detached  some  brigades  from  his  centre  to 
clear  the  right  flank  of  the  army,  and  drive  the  enemy 
from  the  heights  of  the  Black  Forest,  which  was  suc- 
cessfully accomplished.  Meanwhile,  the  left  wing 
continuing  to  descend  the  valley  of  the  Danube, 
through  a  broken  country,  intersected  with  woods  and 
ravines,  approached  the  corps  of  Latour,  who  defended 
the  banks  of  the  Murg  with  twenty-seven  thousand 
men.  He  was  attacked  there  by  the  centre  of  the 
Republicans,  with  nearly  the  same  force,  the  left  under 
St  Cyr  not  having  yet  arrived,  and  after  an  indecisive 
engagement,  the  Austrians  retired  in  the  best  order, 
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covered  by  their  numerous  cavalry,  leaving  to  their    chap. 
antagonists  no  other  advantage  but  the  possession  of  ^ 


the  field  of  battle.     Important  reinforcements  speedily    1796. 
came  up  on  both  sides ;  the  Archduke  arrived  with 
twenty-four  thousand  men  to  the  support  of  the  Impe- 
rialists, while  Moreau  counterbalanced  the  acquisition, 
by  bringing  up  St  Cyr,  with  his  whole  left  wing,  to 
his  aid.     The  forces  on  the  two  sides  were  now  nearly 
equal,  amounting  on  either  to  about  fifty  thousand 
men;  and  their  situation  was  nearly  the  same,  both^  Th.viii. 
being  at  right  angles  to  the  Rhine,  and  extending  from  ci!  u.^a?' 
that  stream  through  a  marshy  and  wooded  plain,  to  ^^*  J<^' 
the  mountains  of  the  Black  Forest.^  225. 

The  Archduke,  who  felt  the  value  of  time,  and  was 
apprehensive  of  being  speedily  recalled  to  the  defence  The  French 
of  the  Lower  Rhine,  resolved  to  commence  the  attack,  Sil^on  tiie 
and,  in  order  to  render  his  numerous  cavalry  of  ser-  ijnp«'W 
vice,  to  engage  as  much  as  possible  in  the  plain.  For 
this  purpose  he  advanced  the  Saxons  on  his  left  to 
tarn  the  French  right  in  the  mountains,  and  threat- 
ened their  rear,  strengthened  the  plateau  of  Rothensol, 
where  his  left  centre  rested,  advanced  his  centre  to 
ftfalsch,  and  arranged  his  formidable  cavalry,  supported 
by  ten  battalions,  so  as  to  press  the  left  of  the  Repub- 
licans in  the  plain  of  the  Rhine.  His  attack  was 
fixed  for  the  10th  July ;  but  Moreau,  who  deemed  it 
hazardous  to  remain  on  the  defensive,  anticipated  him 
by  a  general  assault  on  the  preceding  day.  Wisely  9th  juIj. 
judging  that  it  was  of  importance  to  avoid  the  plain, 
where  numerous  cavalry  of  the  Imperialists  promised 
to  be  of  such  advantage,  he  entirely  drew  back  his  own 
left,  and  directed  the  weight  of  his  force  by  his  right 
against  the  Austrian  position  in  the  mountains.  St 
Cyr,  who  commanded  the  Republicans  in  that  quar- 
ter, was  charged  with  the  assault  of  the  plateau  of 
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CHAP.   Rothensol,  an  elevated  plain  in  the  midst  of  the  rocky 
ridges  of  the  Black  Forest,  the  approaches  to  which 


1796.    were  entangled  with  shrubs,  scaurs,  and  underwood, 
and  which  was  occupied  by  six  Austrian  battalions. 
These  brave  troops  repulsed  successive  attacks  of  the 
French  columns ;  but  having,  on  the  defeat  of  the 
last,  pursued  the  assailants  into  the  rugged  and  woody 
ground  on  the  declivity  of  the  heights,  their  ranks 
became  broken,  and  St  Cyr,  returning  to  the  charge, 
routed  the  Imperialists,  carried  the  position,  and  drove 
back  their  left  towards  Pforzheim.    Meanwhile  Desaix, 
with  the  French  centre,  commenced  a  furious  attack 
on  the  village  of  Malsch,  which,  after  being  taken  and 
retaken  several  times,  finally  remained  in  the  power 
of  the  Austrians.     Their  numerous  cavalry  now  de- 
ployed in  the  plain ;  but  the  French  kept  cautiously 
under  cover  of  the  woods  and  thickets  with  which  the 
1  xh.  TiU.  country  abounded  ;  and  the  Austrians,  notwith&tand- 
j^m  viii    ^^S  ^^^^^  great  superiority  in  horse,  were  unable  to 
227, 23a    obtain  any  further  success  than  repulsing  the  attacks 
ii^iss  149.01^  their  centre  and  right,  towards  the  banks  of  the 

08,69.  ,      .  .  . 

The  relative  situation  of  the  contending  parties  was 

The  Arch-  uow  vcry  singular.     Moreau  had  dislodged  the  Tmpe- 

muJut    rialists  from  the  mountains,  and  by  throwing  forward 

retreat,      his  right,  ho  had  it  in  his  power  to  cut  them  off  from 

the  line  of  communication  with  the  Hereditary  States, 

and  menace  their  retreat  to  the  valley  of  the  Danube. 

On  the  other  hand,  by  so  doing,  he  was  himself  ex* 

posed  to  the  danger  of  being  separated  from  his  base 

in  the  valley  of  the  Rhine,  seeing  Desaix  crushed  by 

the  victorious  centre  and  numerous  cavalry  of  the 

Austrians,  and  St  Cyr  isolated  and  endangered  in  the 

mountains.     A  general  of  Napoleon's  resolution  and 

ability  would  possibly  have  derived  from  this  combi- 
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nation  of  circumstances,  the  means  of  achieving  the    chap. 
most  splendid  successes ;  but  tlie  Archduke  was  pre-     ^^^' 


vented  from  following  so  energetic  a  course  by  the  cri-    1795 
tical  circumstances  of  the  Austrian  dominions,  which 
lay  exposed  and  unprotected  to  the  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  perilous  situation  in  which  iie  might 
be  placed  in  case  of  disaster,  with  a  hostile  army  on 
one  side,  and  a  great  river  lined  with  enemy^s  fortresses 
on  the  other.     For  these  reasons  he  resolved  to  forego 
the  splendid  to  pursue  the  prudent  course ;  to  retire 
from  the  frontier  to  the  interior  of  Germany,  and  to 
r^ain  by  the  valleys  of  the  Maine  and  the  Neckar 
the  plain  of  the  Danube,  which  river,  supported  by 
the  fortresses  of  XJlm  and  Ratisbon,  was  the  true 
frontier  of  Austria,  and  brought  him  as  much  nearer 
his  own,  as  it  withdrew  the  enemy  from  their  resources. 
With  this  view  he  retired,  by  a  forced  march,  in  the 
evening,  to  Pforzheim,  without  being  disquieted  in  his  ^  Arch.  ch. 
movement ;  and,  after  throwing  garrisons  into  Philips- i^g^^^jo^, 
burg  and  Manheim,  prepared  to  abandon  the  valley  ^^-  ^^• 
of  the  Rhine,  and  retreat  by  the  Neckar  into  the  332,326. 
Bavarian  plains.^  w,  59?  **" 

Agreeably  to  this  plan,  the  Imperialists  broke  up 
on  the  14th  from  Pforzheim,  and  retired  slowly  and  He  retires 
in  the  best  order  towards  Stutgardt  and  the  right  bank  ^^f|^]^ 
of  the  Neckar.     By  so  doing,  they  drew  nearer  to  the  Forest. 
army  of  Wartensleben»  and  gained  the  great  object  of  ssth  July, 
obtaming  a  central  and  interior  line  of  conununication, 
from  which  the  Archduke  soon  derived  the  most  bril- 
liant advantages.     Meanwhile  Moreau  advanced  his 
right  centre  under  St  Cyr,  through  the  mountains  to 
Pforzheim,  while  the  right  wing,  under  Ferine,  spread  nth  July, 
itself  through  the  Black  Forest  to  the  frontiers  of  *3^^-/^ 
Switzerland.'     The  result  was,  that,  by  the  middle  of  ch.  u.  175. 
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CHAP.   July,  the  Republican  army  covered  a  space  of  fifty 
leaflfues  broad,  from  Stutgard  to  the  Lake  of  Con- 


1796.    stance. 

Meanwhile  important  operations  had  taken  place  on 
Operations  the  Lowor  Rhine.  No  sooner  was  Jourdan  informed 
i^er  of  the  passage  of  the  Rhine  at  Kehl,  and  the  depart- 
^^^^'  ure  of  the  Archduke  to  reinforce  the  army  of  Wurm- 
istjoij.  ser,  than  he  hastened  to  recross  the  same  river  at 
Dusseldorf  and  Neuwied,  advancing,  as  he  had  always 
before  done,  towards  the  Lahn,  with  a  view  to  debouche 
into  the  valley  of  the  Maine.  The  Imperialists,  under 
Wartensleben,  now  consisted  of  only  twenty-five  thou- 
sand infantry  and  eleven  thousand  cavalry ;  a  force 
totally  inadequate  to  make  head  against  the  Republi- 
cans, who  amounted,  even  after  the  necessary  deduc- 
tions to  blockade  Mayence,  Cassel,  and  Ehrenbreitzen, 
to  fifty  thousand  men.  At  the  period  of  the  passage 
of  the  river,  the  Austrian  army  was  scattered  over  a 
long  line,  and  might  have  been  easily  beaten  in  detail 
by  an  enterprizing  enemy ;  but  Jourdan  allowed  them 
to  concentrate  their  troops  behind  the  Lahn,  without 
deriving  any  advantage  from  his  superiority  of  force, 
loth  Joij.  After  some  inconsiderable  skirmishing,  the  Republi- 
cans crossed  that  river;  and  the  Austrians  having 
stood  firm  in  the  position  of  Friedberg,  a  partial  ac- 
tion ensued,  which  terminated  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  latter,  who,  after  a  vigorous  resistance,  finding 
their  right  flank  turned  by  Lefebvre,  retreated  with 
the  loss  of  two  pieces  of  cannon  and  twelve  hundred 
men.  After  this  success,  Jourdan  advanced  to  the 
banks  of  the  Maine,  and  by  a  bombardment  of  two 
days,  compelled  his  adversaries  to  evacuate  the  great 
city  of  Frankfort,  and  retire  altogether  to  the  right 
bank  of  that  river.     The  Austrians  now  drew  all  their 
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disposable  troops  out  of  the  fortress  of  Mayence,  and    chap. 
raised  their  force  under  Wartensleben  to  thirty  thou- 


sand   infantry  and   fifteen  thousand  cavalry,   while    1796. 
Jourdan's  army  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Maine  was  1  Th.  viii. 
swelled  by  the  addition  of  some  of  the  blockading ^.^-g/**™- 
corps  to  forty-six  thousand  of  the  former  arm,  and^Ts. 
eight  thousand  of  the  latter.  u.'isb^. 

The  Directory,  in  prescribing  the  conduct  of  the  g*  ^''  ^*'' 
campaign  to  the  generals,  were  constantly  influenced 
by  the  desire  to  turn  at  once  both  flanks  of  the  enemy :  Erroneous 
an  injudicious  design,  which,  by  giving  an  eccentric SlTpd^* 
direction  to  their  forces,  and  preventing  them  from^*^® 
communicating  with  or  assisting  each  other,  led  to  all 
the  disasters  which  signalized  the  conclusion  of  the 
campaign ;  while  the  Archduke,  by  giving  a  concen- 
tric direction  to  his  forces  in  their  retreat,  and  ulti- 
mately arriving  at  a  point  where  he  could  fall,  with 
an  overwhelming  force,  on  either  adversary,  ably  pre- 
pared all  the  triumphs  which  effaced  its  early  reverses. 
In  conformity  with  these  different  plans — ^while  Moreau 
was  extending  his  right  wing  to  the  foot  of  the  Alps, 
pressing  through  the  defiles  of  the  Albis  and  the  Black 
Forest  into  the  valley  of  the  Danube,  and  Jourdan  was 
slowly  advancing  up  the  shores  of  the  Maine  towards 
Bohemia — ^the  Archduke  regained  the  right  bank  of 
the  Neckar,  and  Wartensleben  the  left  bank  of  the 
Maine ;  movements  which,  by  bringing  them  into  close 
proximity  with  each  other,  rendered  unavailing  all  the 
superiority  of  their  enemies.  In  truth,  nothing  but 
this  able  direction  of  the  retreating,  and  injudicious 
dispersion  of  the  advancing  force,  could  have  enabled 
the  Imperialists  at  all  to  make  head  against  their 
enemies  :  for,  independent  of  the  deduction  of  twenty- 
eight  thousand  men  dispatched  under  Wurmser  into 
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CHAP.    Italy,  the  Austrians  were  weakened  by  thirty  thou- 
^^^'     sand  men,  whom  the  Archduke  was  obliged  to  leave 


1796.    ^^  ^^^  different  garrisons  on  the  Rhine ;  so  that  the 

force  under  his  immediate  command  consisted  only 

lArch.  ch.of  forty  thousaud  infantry,  and  eighteen  thousand 

jom!^L*  cavalry,  while  Moreau  was  at  the  head  of  sixty-five 

S82, 283*    thousand  of  the  former  force,  and  siz  thousand  of  the 
stq5T,m.  1 

08, 100.     latter/ 

But  the  admirable  plan  of  operations  which  that 

Admirable  able  general  sketched  out  at  Pforzheim,  ^^  to  retreat 

iSdidu^*  slowly,  and  disputing  every  inch  of  ground,  without 

^  ^^  hazarding  a  general  engagement,  until  the  two  re- 

retires       tiring  armics  were  so  near,  that  he  could  fall  with  a 

thrSLMsk   superior  force  upon  one  or  other  of  his  adversaries," 

Forest.      ultimately  rendered  abortive  all  this  great  superiority, 

and  brought  back  the  French  forces  with  disgrace 

and  disaster  to  the'Rhine.     Having  assembled  all 

his  parks  of  artillery,  and  thrown  provisions  into  the 

uth  July,  fortresses,  which  were  to  be  left  to  their  own  resources 

during  his  short  stay  at  Pforzheim,  the  Archduke 

iTth,  S5th,  commenced  his  retreat,  during  which,  his  force  was 

^^^^^    still  further  weakened   by  the  withdrawing  of  the 

Saxon  and  Swabian  contingents,  amounting  to  ten 

thousand    men,    the    government  of  whose    states, 

alarmed   by  the  advance  of  the  Republicans,  now 

hastened  to  make  their  separate  submissions  to  the 

conquerors.     By  the  26th  July,  the  Austrian  forces 

were  concentrated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Neckar, 

betwixt  Cronstadt  and  Esslingen.     They  were  there 

attacked,  on  the  following  morning,  by  Moreau,  with 

his  whole  centre  and  left  wing ;  and  after  an  obstinate 

engagement,  both  parties  remained  on  the  field  of 

battle.     Next   day  the  Imperialists  retired  in  two 

columns,  under  the  Archduke  and  Hotze,  through 
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the  mountains  of  Alb,  which  separate  the  valley  of   chap. 
the  Neckar  from  that  of  the  Danube.     The  one  fol-       ^^' 


lowed  the  valley  of  the  Rems  and  the  route  of  Scorn-    1796. 

dorf,  the  other  the  valley  of  the  Filz.     Their  united 

force  did  not  now  exceed  twenty-five  thousand  infan*  *  J®™-  ^*i- 

J  238,  S41. 

try  and  ten  thousand  cavalry.     Moreau  followed  them  Archduke, 
nearly  in  a  parallel  march ;  and  on  the  23d  debouched  ^iV^^st 
into  the  plains  near  the  sources  of  the  Danube,  and  Pf>  ^^^ 

105  113 

the  upper  extremity  of  the  valley  of  Rems.* 

The  Archduke  took  a  position  at  the  top  of  the  long 
ridge  of  Bceminkirch,  with  the  design  of  falling  upon  indecisive 
the  heads  of  the  enemy^s  columns,  as  they  issued  from  Nereeheim. 
the  valleys  into  the  plain,  and  to  gain  time  for  the 
evacuation  of  the  magazines  of  Ulm ;  and  the  formi- 
dable  nature  of  his  position,  compelled  Moreau  to 
halt  for  several  days  to  concentrate  his  forces.     Six 
days  afterwards  he  resumed  his  retreat,  which  was 
continued  with  uncommon  firmness,  and  in  the  best 
order,  till  he  reached  the  Danube,  where  he  prepared 
to  resume  the  offensive.     He  there  found  himself  in 
communication  with  his  left  wing,  under  Froelich, 
which  had  retired  through  the  Black  Forest,  and 
amounted  to  fourteen  thousand   infantry  and  four 
thousand  cavalry;  while  the  corresponding  wing  of 
the  Republicans,  under  Ferine,  approached  Moreau, 
and  raised  his  force  to  fifty-eight  thousand  infantry 
and  seven  thousand  horse.     He  advanced  in  order  of 
battle  to  Neresheim ;  but  the  left  wiug,  under  Froelich, 
did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  any  part  in  the  action 
which  there  ensued.     His  design  in  so  doing,  was  to 
gain  time  for  the  evacuation  of  his  magazines  at  Ulm, 
and  be  enabled  to  continue  his  retreat  with  more 
leisure  towards  Wartensleben,  who  was  now  falling 
back  towards  the  Naab :  but  as  he  gave  battle  with 
his  rear  to  the  river,  he  ran  the  risk  of  total  destruc- 
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CHAP,   tion  in  case  of  defeat.     By  a  rapid  movement,  he  sue- 
'_  ceeded  in  forcing  back   and  turning  the   right    of 


1796.    Moreau,  and  pressing  forward  with  his  left  wing,  got 
into  his  rear,  and  caused  such  an  alarm,  that  all  the 
parks  of  ammunition  retreated  in  haste  from  the  field 
nth  Aug.  of  battle.     But  the  centre,  under  St  Cyr,  stood  firm ; 
and  the  Austrian  force  being  disseminated  into  several 
columns,  over  a  space  of  ten  leagues,  the  Archduke 
was  unable  to  take  advantage  from  his  success,  so  as 
to  gain  a  decisive  victory.     Meanwhile  Moreau,  no- 
wise intimidated  by  the  defeat  of  his  right  wing,  or 
the  alarm  in  his  rear,  strengthened  his  centre  by  his 
reserve,  and  vigorously  repulsed  all  the  attacks  of  the 
enemy ;  and  at  two  o^clock  in  the  afternoon  the  firing 
ceased  at  all  points,  without  any  decisive  success 
having  been  gained  by  either  party,  both  of  whom  had 
to  lament  a  loss  of  three  thousand  men.     On  the  day 
following,  the  Imperialists  recrossed  the  Danube  with- 
out being  disquieted  by  the  enemy,  and  broke  down 
all  the  bridges  over  that  river  as  far  as  Donawerth. 
Ij^^'^'"- Meanwhile  Froelich   retreated    through    the   Black 
387.'  Arch.  Forcst,   foUowcd  by  Ferine,  between  whose  forces 
281.*  jora!  several  bloody  but  indecisive  actions  took  place.^   But 
"55  ^^st    ™^^®  important  events  were  now  approaching,  and 
oyr,  iii.     thoso  docisivc  strokos  about  to  be  struck,  which  saved 
"*■""•    Germany,  amd  determined  the  fate  of  the  campaign. 

Jourdan,   after   having  remained   a  few  days  at 
Operations  Fraukfort,  and  levied  a  heavy  contribution  on  that 

of  Jourdan.  n         •  i  *  •.  i.  i*  i* 

Heodvan-  flounshmg  City,  prepared  to  resume  his  march,  m 

Fran^ia,  o^dor  to  co-oporate  with  Moreau  in  the  advance  into 

the  empire.     He  commenced  his  march,  with  forty- 

1 7th  and    sevou  thousaud  men,  up  the  valley  of  the  Maine,  on 

18th  July.     _  -  „r  1  1-1      ^TT  11 

the  great  road  to  Wurtzburg;  while  Wartensleben 
retired,  with  a  force  somewhat  inferior,  through  the 
forest  of  Spessart,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town. 
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Wurtzburg  soon  after  surrendered  to  the  invaders,    chap. 
and  the  latter  general  retired  successively  to  Zeil,     ^^^' 


Bamberg,  and  Forcheim,  when  a  sharp  action  ensued    i^jg^^ 
between  the  cavalry  of  the  two  armies,  in  which  the 
French  honourably  resisted  a  superior  force.     From  5th  Aug. 
thence  he  continued  his  retreat  towards  the  Naab: 
and  after  bloody  actions  at  Neukirchen,   Sulzbach,  12th,  uth, 
and  Wolfering,  in  which  no  decisive  success  was  ob-^^^^ 
tained  by  either  party,  crossed  that  river,  and  put  a 
final  period  to  his  retrograde  movement  on  the  18th  ' 
August.      The  converging  direction  of  the  retiring  isth  Aug. 
columns  of  the  two  Austrian  armies  might  have  ap- 
prised so  experienced  an  officer  as  Jourdan  of  the 
object  of  the  Archduke,  and  the  danger  which  he  ran 
by  continuing  any  further  his  advance ;  but  he  did 
not  conceive  himself  at  liberty  to  deviate  from  the  ^  Arch.  ch. 
orders  of  the  Directory;  and  instead  of  interposing j';^*;^'i^''^* 
between  their  approachin$r  armies,  continued  his  ec-?®^'?^^- 

1     •  /I       t    1  Jourdan, 

centric  movement  to  turn  their  outermost  flank.  ^         50, 89. 

The  time  had  now  arrived  when  the  Archduke 
deemed  it  safe  to  put  in  practice  his  long-meditated  The  Arch- 
movement  for  the  relief  of  Wartensleben.     In  thewarten-'** 
middle  of  August  he  set  out  from  the  environs  of "^5^"^ 
Neuburg  on  the  Danube,  with  twenty-eight  thousand 
men,   and   moved   northwards    towards   the    Naab, 
leaving  General  Latour  with  thirty-five  thousand  to 
make  head  during  his  absence  against  Moreau.     He 
arrived  on  that  river  on  the  20th,  and  orders  were 
immediately  given  for  attacking  the  enemy.     By  the 
junction  of  the  corps  under  the  Archduke  with  that 
under  Wartensleben,  their  united  force  was  raised  to 
sixty-three  thousand  men ;  while  the  troops  of  Jour- 
dan^s  army  opposed  to  them,  did  not  exceed,  after  iho 
losses  it  had  sustained,  forty-five  thousand.      Thus 
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CHAP,   this  young  prince  had  solved  the  most  difficult  aiid 
^^^'    important  problem  in  war,   that  of    accumulating, 


1796.    ^^^^  forces  upon  the  whole  inferior,  a  decided  supe- 
riority at  the  decisive  point.     Bernadotte,  who  com- 
manded the  advanced    guard  of    Jourdan^s    army, 
which  had  crossed  the  ridge  of  hills  which  forms  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  valley  of  the  Danube,  had 
22dAug.    taken  post  at  Teining.     He  was  there  attacked  by 
the   Archduke,    and,  after  an  obstinate  resistance, 
driven  back  into  the  mountains  he  had  recently  pass- 
ed, which  separate  the  valley  of  the  Maine  from  that 
of  the  Danube ;  while  Hotze«  who  came  up  towards 
the  close  of    the   action,    pursued   his    discomfited 
troops  to  the  gates  of  Neumark.     Early  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  the  Austrians  resumed  the  pursuit, 
and  drove  the  Republicans  from  that  town,  so  far 
back,  that  they  found  themselves  on  the  flank  of 
sdd  Aug.    Jourdan's  army  on  the  Naab,  which  was  no  sooner 
informed  of  these  disasters,  than  it  retired  to  Am- 
berg.     Leaving  Hotze  to  pursue  the  remains  of  Ber- 
uadotte^s  army  towards  Altdorf,  the  Archduke  turned 
S4th  Aug.  with  the  bulk  of  his  forces  upon  Jourdan  ;  and  having 
put  himself  in  communication   with  Wartensleben, 
concerted  with  him  a  general  attack  upon  the  main 
body  of  the  Republicans  at  Amberg.     The  Austrians, 
under   the  Archduke,  advanced  in  three  columns; 
and  when  the  soldiers  perceived,  far  distant  on  the 
Who  is      horizon  to  the  northward,  the  fire  of  Wartensleben's 
A*S5e*^  **  lines,  the  importance  of  whose  co-operation  the  whole 
army  understood,  opening  on  the  enemy^s  flank,  no- 
■  Arch.  Ch.  thing  could  restrain  their  impetuosity,  and  loud  shouts 
jom.  ix.     announced  the  arrival  of  the  long  wished-for  moment 
jounkD     ^^  victory.     The  French  made  but  a  feeble  resistance ; 
90,110/     assailed  at  once  in  front  and  flank,  ^  they  fell  back  to 
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the  plateau  in  the  rear  of  their  position,  and  owed    chap. 
their  safety  to  the  firmness  with  which  General  Net*     ^^^' 
sustained  the  attacks  of  the  enemy  with  the  rear-    1796. 
gaard. 

The  situation  of  Jourdan  was  now  in  the  highest 
degree  critical.  By  this  success  at  Amherg,  thei>M»««J^M 
Archduke  had  got  upon  his  direct  road  to  Nurem- jourdj^. "" 
berg,  through  which  his  retreat  necessarily  lay,  and 
he  was  in  consequence  compelled  to  fall  hack  through 
the  mountains  which  separate  the  Naab  from  the 
Maine  by  cross  roads,  with  all  his  baggage  and  parks 
of  artillery.  During  this  critical  operation,  the  firm- 
ness and  discipline  of  the  French  troops  alone  saved 
them  from  the  greatest  disasters.  Ney  with  the 
rearguard,  continued  to  make  head  against  the  nume- 
rous cavalry  of  the  enemy,  and  after  a  painful  passage 
of  Bix  days,  during  which  they  were  pressed  with 
the  utmost  vigour,  and  incurred  great  dangers,  they 

*  MicHBL  Net^  the  bravest  hero  whom  France  produced  in  that  age 
of  glory,  was  bom  on  I7ih  January  1769,  in  the  same  year  with  Napo-  Early  his- 
Icon,  Wellington,  Lannes,  and  so  many  other  illostrions  men  of  the  Be-  ^^T  of  Ney. 
Tolntion.    He  was  the  son  of  a  cooper  at  Saxre-Loois^  who  had  for- 
merly served  in  the  army :  but  though  his  father  wished  him  to  become 
a  miner,  his  ardent  and  aspiring  disposition  led  him  at  sixteen  to  enlist 
in  a  regiment  of  hussars,  in  which  he  was  a  non-commissioned  officer 
when  Uie  Bevolution  broke  out.    His  extreme  intrepidity,  coolness  in 
danger,  and  eminent  talent  in  the  field,  then  soon  became  conspicuous :  he 
was  rapidly  promoted  by  the  election  of  the  soldiers  in  his  own  regiment, 
and  ere  long  was  first  appointed  aide-de-camp  to  General  De  Lallemand, 
and  afterwards  adjutant-general  to  General  Rleber.     It  was  in  this 
latter  capacity  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  campaign  of  1796  in  Ger- 
many, in  the  course  of  which  he  repeatedly  distinguished  himself,  and 
was  appointed  general  of  brigade.    His  character  will  more  fully  find  a 
place  in  a  subsequent  chapter,  after  his  numerous,  great,  and  heroic 
deeds  have  been  recounted ;  but  the  reader  may  mark  him  even  now  as  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  Napoleon's  lieutenants,  and  whose  tragic  fate 
has  given  a  melancholy  interest  to  his  memory. — Vide  infra,  ix.  334  ; 
Nfy'i  Memain,  i.  1,  36,  and  Biographie  UniversflU  (Ney),  xxxi.  196. 
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CHAP,   at  lenirth  eztricated  themselves  from  the  mountains, 
and  reached  Schweinfurt  on  the  Maine,  in  the  deepest 


1796.    dejection,  at  the  end  of  August.     Hotze  passed  that 
istsept    ^^^^  on  the  1st  September,  and  soon  after  his  ad- 
vanced guard    made    itself  master  of  Wurtzbnrg; 
while  the  Archduke  conducted  the  bulk  of  his  forces 
to  the  right  bank  of  the  river.     Jourdan,  deeming  an 
action  indispensable  in  order  to  obtain  some  respite 
for  his  retreating  columns,  prepared  himself  for  a 
general  attack  on  his  pursuers,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  Archduke  was  collecting  his  forces  for  an  action 
on  his  own  part.     The  courage  and  vivacity  of  the 
Republican  soldiers  appeared  again  when  they  faced 
1  Th.  vui.  the  enemy,  and  they  prepared  with  the  utmost  ali^ 
A«hf  al.   ^^*y  *^  occupy  all  the  positions  which  were  deemed 
lii.  43, 106.  necessary  before  commencing  the  battle.     On  the  2d 
mrua.    September  both  parties  were  engaged  in  completing 
239.'  *'.fem!  *^^^  preparation,  and  on  the  3d  the  engagement  took 
i»-  !»•       place.^ 

The  French  army  was  drawn  up  on  the  right  bank 
He  18  again^^  *'^^  Maine,  from  Wurtzbnrg  to  Schweinfurt ;  partly 
^utednearon  a  scries  of  heights  which  formed  the  northern 
'  barrier  of  the  valley,  and  partly  on  the  plains  which 
extended  from  their  foot  to  the  shores  of  the  river. 
Jourdan  imagined  that  he  had  only  to  contend  with 
a  part  of  the  Austrian  force,  and  that  the  Archduke 
had  returned  in  person  to  make  head  against  the  Re- 
publicans on  the  Danube ;  but  instead  of  that,  he  had 
rapidly  brought  his  columns  to  the  right  bank,  and 
was  prepared  to  combat  his  antagonist  with  superior 
forces.     A  thick  fog,  which  concealed  the  armies  from 
each  other,  favoured  the  motions  of  the  Imperialists, 
and  when  the  sun  broke  through  the  clouds  at  eleven 
o'clock,  it  glittered  on  the  numerous  squadrons  of  the 
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Austrianfi,  drawn  up  in  double  lines  on  the  meadows    chap. 

Y  YT 

adjoining  the  river.     The  action  commenced  by  Kray [_ 

attacking  the  left  flank  of  the  French,  while  Lich-    1796. 
tenstein  spread  himself  out  in  the  plain,  followed  by 
Wartensleben,  who  threw  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry  into  the  river,  and  followed  close  after  the 
infantry,  who  had  defiled  along  the  bridge.      The 
French  general,  Grenier,  who  was  stationed  at  the 
menaced  point,  made  a  vigorous  resistance  with  the 
Republican  cavalry  and  light  infantry;  but  the  re- 
serve of  the  Austrian  cuirassiers  having  been  brought 
up,  Jourdan  was  obliged  to  support  the  line  by  his 
reserve  of  cavalry ;  and  a  desperate  charge  of  horse 
took  place,  in  which  the  Imperialists  were  at  first  re- 
pulsed, but  the  reserve  of  Austrian  cuirassiers  having 
assailed  the  Republican  squadrons,  when  disordered 
by  success,  they  were  broken,  thrown  into  confusion, 
and  driven  behind  the  lines  of  their  infantry.     Mean- 
while the  gi-enadiers  of  Werneck,  united  to  the  corps 
under  Starray,  routed  the  French  centre.,  and  Kray 
drove  the  division  of  Grenier  entirely  ofi^  the  field  into  *  Jom.  u. 
the  wood  of  Gramchatz.     Victory  declared  for  thech.iu. 
Imperialists  at  all  points ;  and  Jourdan  esteemed  him-^'  H^- 
self  fortunate  in  being  able  to  reach  the  forests  which4oo,4io. 
stretched  from  Gramchatz  to  Arnheim,  without  being  iSo,  172. 
broken  by  the  redoubtable  Austrian  squadrons.^  Ne7,i.2i6. 

Such  was  the  battle  of  Wurtzburg,  which  delivered 
Germany  and  determined  the  fate  of  the  campaign.  Gnat 
The  trophies  of  the  victors  were  by  no  means  com-  l^^^i^^ 
mensurate  to   these  momentous   results,  amounting  toiy. 
only  to  seven  pieces  of  cannon  and  a  few  prisoners. 
But  it  produced  a  most  important  effect  upon  the 
spirit  of  the  two  armies,  elevating  the  Imperial  as 
much  as  it  depressed  the  Republican  forces,  and  pro- 


208  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP,   curing  for  the  Archduke  the  possession  of  the  direct 
^^^'    line  of  communication  from  the  Maine  to  the  Rhine. 


1796.    Disastrous  as  it  was  in  its  consequences,  the  battle 
itself  was  highly  honourable  to  the  defeated  army ; 

iii^ne  ^*  ^^^  *^^y  ^^^  ^  contend  with  thirty  thousand  men  of 
117.   Jom-all  arms,  against  thirty-one  thousand  infantry,  and 
'    *  thirteen  thousand  splendid  cavalry.^ 

After  this  disaster,  Jourdan  had  no  alternative  but 
continiied  to  retire  behind  the  Lahn,  a  position  in  which  he 
troufl  re-    might  rally  round  his  standards  the  force  under  Mar- 
j^rd^     ceau,  which  blockaded  Mayence,  and  the  reinforce- 
ments which  were  expected  from  the  north.     In  doing 
this,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  through  the 
mountains  of  Fulda,  the  roads  of  which  are  as  bad 
as  the  country  is  rugged  and  inhospitable.     At  the 
same  time,  Marceau  received  orders  to  raise  the  block- 
ade of  Mayence,  and  made  all  haste  to  join  the  Re* 
publican  conunauder-in-chief,  behind  the  Lahn.     The 
Archduke,  nothing  intimidated  by  the  menacing  ad- 
vance of  Moreau  into  Bavaria,  wisely  resolved  to  pur- 
sue his  beaten  enemy  to  the  Rhine ;  but,  instead  of 
following  him  through  the  defiles  of  the  mountains, 
where  a  resolute  rearguard  might  have  arrested  an 
army,  he  determined  to  advance  straight  to  the  Lahn 
by  the  great  road  of  Aschaffenburg.     The  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  Republicans  in  their  retreat  were  very 
great.     The  citadel  of  Wurtzburg  soon  surrendered 
with  eight  hundred  men ;  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  taken  by  them  during  their  ad- 
I  Arch.  ch.  vance,  were  abandoned  at  Schweinfurt ;  sixty  pieces, 
^*\^^»     and  an  immense  quantity  of  anununition,  at  Freuden- 
111.467,     berg;   and  eighty-three  pieces  at  Flushing.      The 
u.  37,  ^'  peasants,  supported  by  the  Austrian  light  troops,  who 
Jourdin,    were  detached  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  fell  upon  the 
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flanks  and  rear  of  the  retreating  army,  and  cut  off   chap. 
vast  numbers  of  the  stragglers  who  issued  from  their     ^^^' 


ranks.^  1796 

The  Republicans  reached  the  Lahn  in  the  most 
disorganized  and  miserable  state  on  the  9th  Septem- Arehdake 
ber,  and  four  days  afterwards  they  were  joined  by  the  fStlTthtm. 
blockading  force  from  Mayence,  under  Marceau,  fif-  ^**  ^''^ 
teen  thousand  strong,  and  a  division  of  ten  thousand  the  Rhine, 
from  the  army  of  the  north,  which  in  some  degree  re- 
stored the  balance  of  the  two  armies.     The  young 
prince,  having  concentrated  his  forces  at  Aschaffen- 
burg,  resolved  to  attack  them  in  this  position,  and 
drive  them  behind  the  Rhine.     The  action  took  place 
on  the  16th.     The  Austrians  advanced  in  three  co-  leth  Sept. 
lumns,  amounting  to  thirty-eight  thousand  infantry, 
and  twelve  thousand  cavalry,  having  received  some 
reinforcements  from  the  garrison  of  Mayence.     Under 
cover  of  a  powerful  fire  of  artillery,  they  forced  the 
bridges  of  the  Lahn,  after  an  obstinate  engagement, 
made  themselves  masters  of  Limburg  and  Dietz,  not- 
withstanding the  utmost  efforts  of  heroism  on  the  part 
of  General  Marceau,  and  defeated  the  enemy  at  all 
points.     During  the  night  the  Republicans  beat  a  re- 
treat, under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  which  long  concealed 
their  movements  from  the  Imperialists ;  and  when  it 
cleared  away  on  the  following  morning,  they  found 
all  their  positions  abandoned.     The  pursuit  was  con- 
tinued with  the  utmost  vigour  during  the  two  foUow- 

*  The  French  themselves  admit  that  it  was  the  hatred  inspired  bj 
their  exactions  which  occasioned  this  popular  exasperation  against  them. 
"The  animosity  of  the  Germans,"  said  Camot,  in  his  confidential  let- 1  Confid. 
ter  annoimcing  these  disasters  to  Napoleon,  "  and  the  unhappy  conse-  Conesp. 
fences  which  have  flowed  from  it,  are  a  fresh  and  painfnl  warning  to  iii*  ^^7- 
^  how  speedily  the  relaxation  of  discipline  becomes  fatal  to  an  army."^ 
—Letter  Ccnfid.  of  the  20th  September. 

VOL.  III.  O 
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CHAP,   ing  days ;  and,  on  the  IQth,  a  serious  engagement  took 
^^^'    place  with  the  rearguard  at  Altenkirchen,  where  Ge- 


1790.  neral  Marceau  was  severely  wounded,  and  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Imperialists.  The  Archduke,  who 
admired  his  great  military  qualities,  paid  him  the  most 
unremitting  attention ;  but  in  spite  of  all  his  care  he 
died  a  few  days  after,  and  was  buried  with  military 
honours  amidst  the  tears  of  his  generous  enemies, 
within  the  Austrian  camp,  in  front  of  Coblentz,  amidst 
discharges  of  artillery  from  both  armies.*     Such  was 

*  Francois  Seyerin  Marceaa  was  borri  at  Chartois  on  Ist  May  1769, 
Early  his-  ^^®  same  day  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  in  a  year  annaually 
tory  of  prodigal  of  heroic  characters.  His  father  was  a  village  aitomeyj  and 
Marceaa.  }iad  neglected  his  education;  but  his  elder  sister,  who  had  come  to 
supply  the  place  of  a  mother,  inspired  him  with  those  elevated  senti- 
ments and  heroic  dispositions  by  which  he  was  afterwards  so  distia- 
guished.  His  passions,  however,  were  ardent,  his  habits  irregular,  and 
his  temper  vehement,  insomuch  that  his  relations  were  glad  to  get  him 
enlisted  at  seventeen  as  a  common  soldier  in  the  regiment  of  Savoy- 
Carignac,  in  which  he  rapidly  rose  to  the  highest  rank  of  a  non-com- 
missioned officer.  No  sooner  did  the  Bevolution  break  out  than  he 
attached  himself  with  vehemence  to  the  popular  side,  and  mingled  in 
the  revolt  on  14th  July  1789,  which  terminated  in  the  storming  of  the 
Bastile,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  inspector  of  the  National  Guard 
in  his  native  town  of  Chartois :  and  when  the  war  broke  out  in  1793» 
he  set  out  for  the  frontiers  as  commander  of  the  National  Guard  of  the 
department  of  the  Euro  and  Loire.  Though  he  distinguished  himself 
in  the  very  first  campaign,  yet  he  soon  found  the  licence  and  irregular 
discipline  of  these  volunteer  corps  altogether  insupportable ;  and  he,  in 
consequence,  solicited  employment  in  the  troops  of  the  line,  in  which  he 
was  appointed  captain  of  cuirassiers  in  the  German  Legion,  and  sent  to 
combat  the  Yendeans.  No  sooner  had  he  arrived  at  Tours,  on  his  way 
to  the  army,  than  he  was  arrested  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Con* 
vention,  and  made  a  narrow  escape  with  his  life.  He  afterwards,  at 
the  battle  of  Saumur,  saved  the  life  of  Bourbotte,  a  member  of  the 
Convention,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  his  own;  and  this  generous  ac- 
tion having  attracted  general  attention,  he  was  appointed  general  of 
brigade,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  and  soon  after  intrusted^  at  the  re- 
commendation of  Kleber,  with  the  command  of  the  northern  army  of 
the  West,  and  commanded  at  the  assault  on  Mans,  and  the  futal  rout 
of  Savenoy. 
Here,  however,  a  new  peril,  greater  than  the  bayonets  of  the  Yen- 
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the  demoralized  and  disjointed  state  of  the  Republi-    chap. 
can  army,  that  notwithstanding  the  great  reinforce-    ^^^' 


ments  which  they  had  received,  they  were  totally  nn-    nge. 
able  to  make  head  against  the  enemy.    They  recrossed  20th  Sept. 
the  Rhine  on  the  20th  at  Bonn  and  Neuwied,  and  1  jom.  ix. 
were  reduced  to  a  state  of  total  inactivity  for  the  r^  A^.^ch. 
mainder  of  the  campaign/  having  lost  not  less  thaniii.  ns, 

loO. 

Joorduii 
deaiiAy  awaited  him.    Duing  the  sack  of  Blansy  a  young  and  beautifal  180, 2S0. 

Yendean  threw  herself  at  his  feety  heseeching  him  to  save  her  from  the  '^^'  ^^^* 
brutality  of  the  soldiers.    With  the  spirit  of  a  true  soldier,  Marceau .  o^g  ^^^ 
ezlricated  her  from  their  grasp,  and  had  her  conveyed  to  a  place  of  ' 
safety.     The  Jacobins  immediately  lodged  information  against  him  as 
sheltering  the  aristocrats :  he  was  thrown  into  prison,  and  only  saved 
from  the  guillotine  by  the  efforts  of  the  conventional  Bourbotte,  whose 
life  he  had  saved  on  the  field  of  battle.    His  life,  by  his  intercession, 
was  spared,  but  he  was  deprived  of  his  command,  and  for  some  months 
remained  in  a  private  station.     Camot,  however,  had  too  much  discern- 
ment to  permit  his  talents  to  waste  long  in  obscurity :  he  was  again  in- 
trusted with  a  division  in  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Mouse,  and  bore 
a  distinguished  part  in  the  battle  of  Fleums.    Subsequently,  he  passed 
to  the  army  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  was  intrusted  with  the  defence 
aad  ultimate  destruction  of  the  bridges  of  the  Bhine,  after  the  Bepub- 
lican  army  had  crossed  over  in  the  close  of  the  campaign  of  1796.    In 
despair  at  seeing  the  division  of  Bemadotte,  which  had  not  yet  passed 
over,  endangered  by  the  premature  destruction  of  the  bridge  by  an  en- 
gineer under  his  orders,  Marceau  drew  his  sword  and  was  going  to  kill 
himself,  when  his  arm  was  arrested  by  Kleber,  who  persuaded  him  to 
make  an  effort  to  repel  the  enemy,  till  the  bridge  was  repaired,  which 
was  gallantly  and  effectually  done.     Generous,  humane,  and  disinter- 
ested, he  was  yet  vehement  and  sometimes  hasty ;  but  his  failings  were 
those  of  a  noble  character.    His  military  qualities  were  thus  summed 
up  bj  Kleber.  "  I  never  knew  a  general,  so  capable  as  General  Marceau* 
to  change  with  sing-froid,  a  disposition  of  battle,  amidst  the  enemies' 
bullets."    His  civil  virtues  were  thus  attested  by  the  magistrates  of 
the  hostile  city  of  Coblentz—^  He  did  not  seduce  our  daughters ;  he 
dishonoured  not  our  husbands,  and  in  the  midst  of  war  he  alleviated 
its  severities  on  the  people,  protected  property  and  industry  in  the 
conquered  provinces."    A  monument  designed  by  Kleber,  was  raised 
by  the  generous  care  of  the  Archduke  Charles,  and  still  remains 
an  equally  honourable  memorial  of  both  nations^— See  Biographie 
UniverulU,  zxvi.  583,   584 ;  Biographie  dti  Contemporains,  zii.  391, 
392. 
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CHAP,  twenty  thousand  men  since  they  left  the  frontiers  of 
^^^'    Bohemia,  by  the  sword,  sickness,  and  desertion. 


1796.        While  the  Austrian  prince  was  pursuing  this  splen- 
did career  of  victory  on  the  banks  of  the  Maine,  the 
Serera       corps  left  undor  the  command  of  Latour  to  oppose 
^^le  of  ]yf  orei^^  which  did  not  exceed  thirty-four  thousand 

'"th  men  of  every  arm,  even  including  the  detachment  of 
on  the  Froelich,  was  sustaining  an  unequal  conflict  on  the 
^^"'^*  shores  of  the  Danube.  Had  the  French  general,  the 
moment  that  he  received  intelligence  of  the  departure 
of  the  Archduke,  followed  him  with  the  bulk  of  his 
forces,  the  Imperialists,  placed  between  two  fires, 
would  have  been. exposed  to  imminent  danger,  and 
the  very  catastrophe  which  they  were  most  anxious 
to  avert,  viz.  the  junction  of  the  Republican  armies 
in  the  centre  of  Germany,  been  rendered  inevitable. 
Fortunately  for  the  Austrians,  instead  of  adopting  so 
decisive  a  course,  he  resolved  to  advance  into  Bavaria, 
hoping  thereby  to  effect  a  diversion  in  favour  of  his 
colleague :  a  fatal  resolution,  which,  though  in  some 
degree  justified  by  the  order  of  the  Directory  to  de- 
tach fifteen  thousand  men  at  the  same  time  into  the 
Tyrol,  utterly  ruined  the  campaign,  by  increasing  the 
great  distance  which  already  separated  the  Republican 
armies.  After  remaining  several  days  in  a  state  of 
inactivity,  he  collected  an  imposing  body,  fifty-three 
thousand  men,  on  the  banks  of  the  Lech,  and  forced 
the  fords  of  that  river  on  the  very  day  of  the  battle 
j4th  Aug.  of  Amberg.  Latour,  who  had  extended  his  small 
army  too  much,  in  his  anxiety  to  cover  a  great  extent 
«6th  Aug.  of  country,  found  his  rearguard  assailed  at  Friedberg, 
and  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  seventeen  hundred  men, 
and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon.  After  this  disaster  he  re- 
treated behind  the  Iser,  in  the  direction  of  Landshut ; 
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his  centre  fell  back  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Munich^    S?A^' 
while  the  left  wing  stretched  to  the  foot  of  the  moun- 


XXL 


tains  of  Tyrol.    Moreau  continued  for  three  weeks    1706. 
occupied  in  inconsiderable  movements  in  Bavaria; 
during  which  a  severe  combat  took  place  at  Langen- 
berg,  between  four  thousand  Austrian  horse  and  De- 
saix^s  division,  in  which,  after  the  French  troops  had 
been  at  first  broken,  they  ultimately  succeeded  by 
heroic  efforts  in  repulsing  the  enemy.     The  Archduke 
was  nothing  moved  by  these  disasters,  but  resolutely 
continued  his  pursuit  of  Jourdan.     ^^  Let  Moreau  ad- 
vance to  Vienna,^*  said  he,  on  parting  with  Latour ; 
"  it  is  of  no  moment,  provided  1  beat  Jourdan." — »APch.  ch. 
Memorable  words !  indicating  at  once  the  firmness  of  joJ^'u?^* 
a  great  man,  and  the  just  eye  of  a  consummate  gene-|^»^' 

ral.^  188,222. 

This  resolute  conduct  had  the  desired  effect.   After 
the  battle  of  Wurtzburg,  the  Archduke  detached  Mur- 
ferd  with  a  small  division  to  join  the  garrison  of  Man-  i3th  Sept. 
heim,  and  combine  an  attack  on  the  tete-dvr^xmt  at  Axchduke 
Kehl,  directly  in  the  rear  of  Moreau,  and  command- JJJJ^^^ 
ing  his  principal  communication  with  France.     The  •*  ^^' 
French  were  driven  into  the  works,  which  were  as- 
saulted with  great  bravery  by  the  Imperialists ;  and 
though  the  attack  was  repulsed,  it  spread  great  con- 
sternation through  the  French  army,  who  saw  how 
nearly  they  had  lost  their  principal  communication 
with  their  own  country.     Moreau,  who  began  to  be 
apprehensive  that  he  might  be  involved  in  disaster  if 
he  advanced  further  into  Germany,  proceeded  with 
great  circumspection,  and  arrived  on  the  Iser  on  the 
24th  September.     Being  there  informed  of  the  diBas-24th  Sept. 
ters  of  Jourdan,  and  that  a  part  of  Latour^s  corps, 
under  Nauendorf,  was  rapidly  advancing  upon  Ulm  to 
turn  his  left  flank,  he  halted  his  army,  and  next  day 
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CHAP,   beffan  his  retreat.     Moreau's  situation  was  now  in  the 
highest  degree  critical.     Advanced  into  the  heart  of 


1796.    Bavaria,  with  the  defiles  of  the  Black  Forest  in  his  rear, 

at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  miles  from  the  Rhine, 

with  Latour  at  the  head  of  forty  thousand  men  pressing 

the  one  flank,  and  the  Archduke  and  Nauendorf  with 

twenty-five  thousand  ready  to  fall  on  the  other,  he 

might  anticipate  even  greater  disasters  than  Jourdan 

before  he  regained  the  frontiers  of  the  Republic.     But 

on  the  other  hand,  he  was  at  the  head  of  a  superb 

army  of  seventy  thousand  men,  whose  courage  had  not 

been  weakened  by  any  disaster,  and  who  possessed  the 

most  unlimited  confidence,  both  in  their  own  strength 

I  Th  viu.  and  the  resources  of  their  conunander.     There  wafi  no 

t^e^fe^  force  in  Germany  capable  of  arresting  so  great  a  mass. 

"•"uj6^   It  is  not  with  detached  columns,  or  by  menacing  com- 

S08.   st    munications,  that  the  retreat  of  such  a  body  is  to  be 

222,' 268.    prevented.^ 

Fully  appreciating   these  great  advantages,   and 
Morewi      aware  that  nothing  is  so  likely  to  produce  disaster  in 
the  mo0t°  retreat  as  any  symptoms  of  apprehension  of  it  in  the 
m^^cai  g^^^^^i  ^®  resolved  to  continue  his  retrograde  move- 
manner,     ments  with  the  utmost  regularity,  and  to  dispute  every 
inch  of  ground  with  the  enemy  when  they  threatened 
to  press  upon  his  forces.     The  Austrian  armies  likely 
to  assail  him  were  as  follows :— •Nauendorf,  with  nine 
thousand  men,  was  on  the  Danube,  ready  to  tium  his 
left  flank ;  Latour,  with  twenty-four  thousand,  in  Ba- 
varia, directly  in  his  rear;  Frcelich,  with  fourteen 
thousand,  on  the  Upper  Iller  and  in  Tyrol ;  while  the 
Archduke,  with  seventeen  thousand,  might  be  expect- 
ed to  abandon  the  Lahn,  and  hasten  to  the  scene  of 
decisive  operations  on  the  Upper  Rhine.     It  was  by 
maintaining  a  firm  front,  and  keeping  his  forces  toge- 
ther in  masses,  that  the  junction  or  co-operation  of 
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these  considerable  forces  would  alone  be  prevented,    chap. 
Aware  that  the  Archduke  might  probably  block  up  the 


line  of  retreat  by  the  Neckar,  Moreau  retired  by  the,  1796, 
valley  of  the  Danube  and  the  Black  Forest.     Resting 
one  of  his  wings  on  that  stream,  he  sent  forward  his 
parks,  his  baggage,  and  his  ammunition,  before  the 
army,  and  covering  his  retreat  by  a  powerful  rear- » Jom.  ix. 
goard,  succeeded  both  in   repulsing  all  the  attacks  ^^^•^;jj 
of  the  enemy,  and  in  enabling  the  body  of  his  army  ^^-212, 
to  continue  their  march  without  fatigue  or  interrup-  st  cyr,  iii. 
tlon.*  2^«'^^^- 

Want  of  concert  in  the  Austrian  generals  at  first 
eminently  favoured  his  movements.     Having  retired  And  defeats 
behind  the  lake  of  Federsee,  he  found  that  Latour  was  BibelJIci! 
isolated  from  Nauendorf,  who  was  considerably  in  ad- 
vance on  the  Danube,  and  the  opportunity  therefore 
appeared  favourable  for  striking  with  superior  forces 
a  blow  upon  his  weakened  adversary.     This  was  the 
more  necessary,  as  he  was  approaching  the  entrance 
of  the  defiles  of  the  Black  Forest,  which  were  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  and  it  was  of  the  last  importance 
that  his  movement  should  not  be  impeded  in  travers- 
ing those  long  and  difficult  passages.     Turning,  there- sd  oct. 
fore,  fiercely  upon  his  pursuers,  he  assailed  Latour 
near  Biberach.     The  Austrian  general,  believing  that 
a  part  only  of  the  enemy's  force  was  in  the  front,  gave 
battle  in  a  strong  position,  extending  along  a  series  of 
wooded  heights,  lined  by  a  formidable  artillery.     The 
action  was  for  a  long  time  fiercely  contested;  but  ata  jom. ix. 
length  the  superior  forces  and  abler  manoBUvres  of  the  ^^^^^'^i, 
Republicans  prevailed.       Desaix  broke  their  right,  "i.  213, 

■  .216  2.'>0 

while  St  Cyr  turned  their  left,  and  a  complete  victory  xii/viii.' 
crowned  the  efforts  of  the  French,  which  cost  thei,it*...®* 
Imperialists  four  thousand  prisoners,  and  eighteen  240, 259, 
pieces  of  cannon.* 
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CHAP.       After  this  decisive  blow,  Moreau  proceeded  leisurely 
^^^'    towards  the  Black  Forest,  directing  his  steps  towards 


1796.    t^^  Valley  of  Hell,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  debouche 
by  Friburg,  before  the  Archduke  arrived  to  interrupt 
Retires      his  progross.     He  had  already  passed  the  separation  of 
^^wa^h     *^®  ^^^  ^y  *^®  Neckar,  and  Nauendorf  occupied  that 
toe  Black  which  passcs  by  the  Valley  of  Kinzig.     He  therefore 
directed  his  centre  towards  the  entrance  of  the  Valley 
of  Hell,  under  the  command  of  St  Cyr,  while  he  sta- 
tioned Desaix  and  Ferine  on  the  right  and  left,  to  pro- 
tect the  motions  of  the  principal  body.     The  Austrian 
detachments  in  the  mountains  were  too  weak  to  op- 
pose any  effectual  resistance  to  the  passage  of  the 
French  army.     St  Cyr  speedily  dissipated  the  clouds 
of  light  troops  which  invested  the  pine-clad  mountams 
of  the  Valley  of  Hell,  and  Latour,  rendered  cautious 
by  disaster,  without  attempting  to  harass  his  retreat^ 
moved  by  Homberg  to  unite  himself  to  the  Archduke. 
So  ably  were  the  measures  pf  the  French  general  con- 
16th  Oct.   certed,  that  he  not  only  passed  the  defiles  without 
uifSk)  ^'  ®i*^®r  confusion  or  loss,  but  debouched  into  the  valley 
jom.  u.  74.  of  the  Rhine,  rather  in  the  attitude  of  a  conqueror 
311,333.*'  than  that  of  a  fugitive.^ 

Meanwhile  the  Ai^chduke  Charles  being  now  assur- 
Battie  of    ed  of  the  direction  which  Moreau  had  taken,  directed 
Sn^n"      I^atour  and  the  detached  parties  to  join  him  by  the 
between     yalloy  of  Kiuzig,  whilc  Nauoudorf  covered  their  move- 
and  the      mouts  by  advauciug  between  them  and  the  French 
^^'^^*^®'  columns.     The  greater  part  of  the  Austrian  forces 
leth  Oct.    were  thus  collected  in  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  in  the 
middle  of  October,  and  though  still  inferior  to  the  ene- 
my, the  Archduke  resolved  to  lose  no  time  in  attack- 
ing, and  compelling  them  to  recross  that  river.     Mo- 
reau, on  his  part,  was  not  less  desirous  of  the  combat, 
as  he  intended  to  advance  to  Kehl,  and  either  main- 
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taiu  himself  at  the  tete^iirpont  there,  or  cross  leisurely    chap. 
over  to  Strasburg.     The  action  took  place  at  Emmen-     ^^' 


dingeo,  on  the  slopes  where  the  mountains  melt  into    1706. 
the  plain ;  and  afforded  an  example  of  the  truth  of  the 
military  principle,  that  in  tcicHcSj  or  the  operations  of 
actual  combat,  in  that  respect  widely  different  from 
gti*ategy^  or  the  general  movements  of  a  campaign,  the 
possession  of  the  mountains  in  general  secures  that  of 
the  valleys  which  lie  at  their  feet.     "Waldkirch  was 
felt  by  both  parties  to  be  the  decisive  point,  from  the 
command  which  it  gave  over  the  neighbouring  valleys, 
and  accordingly  each  general  strove  to  reach  it  before 
his  adversary ;  but  the  French  having  the  advantage 
of  better  roads,  were  the  first  to  arrive.     They  were 
there  attacked,  however,  by  Nauendorf,  who  descended  1  oth  oct. 
from  the  heights  of  the  Black  Forest,  and  after  a 
bloody  action  drove  St  Cyr,  who  commanded  the  Re- 
publicans, out  of  the  town  with  severe  loss.     Mean- 
while the  success  of  the  Austrians  was  not  less  deci- 
sive at  other  points ;  the  Austrian  columns  having  at 
length  surmounted  the  difficulties  of  the  roads,  attack- 
ed and  carried  the  village  of  Matterdingen,  while  their 
centre  drove  them  back  from  Emmendingen,  and  at^stcyr.iT. 
length  Moreau,  defeated  at  all  points,  retired  into  the  x^f  ch. 
forest  of  Nemburff,  behind  the  Elz,  with  the  loss  of  JJ^  248, 

^1  260.     Jom. 

two  thousand  men.  u.  78, 80. 

The  Archduke  made  preparations  on  the  following 
morning  for  re-establishing  the  bridges  over  the  Elz,  sotu  Oct. 
and  renewing  the  combat ;  but  Moreau  retreated  in  the 
night,  and  commenced  the  passage  of  the  Rhine.  De- 
saix  passed  that  river  at  Old  Brisach,  while  the  gene- 
ral-in-chief  took  post  in  the  strong  position  of  Schlien- 
gen,  determined  to  accept  battle,  in  order  to  gain  time 
to  defile  in  tranquillity^  by  the  bridge  of  Huningen. 
The  valley  of  the  Rhine  is  there  cut  at  right  angles  by 
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CHAP,   a  barrier  of  rocky  eminences,  which  stretches  from  the 
'  '    mountains  of  Hohenblau  to  the  margin  of  the  stream. 


1796.  I^  ^^  on  this  formidable  rampart  that  Moreau  made 

Hifl  last  his  last  stand,  his  left  resting  on  the  Rhine,  his  centre 

i^e^^  on  a  pile  of  almost  inaccessible  rocks,  his  right  on  the 

bian ;  but  cliflFs  of  Sizcnkirch.     The  Archduke  divided  his  army 

is  driven  __•         

across  the   into  fouT  columus.     The  Prince  of  Cond6  on  the  right 
Rhine.       (Jroye  in  the  Republican  advanced  posts,  but  made  no 
serious  impression ;  but  Latour  in  the  centre,   and 
Nauendorf  on  the  left,  gallantly  scaled  the  precipices, 
drove  the  Republicans  from  their  positions,  and  chas- 
ing them  from  height  to  height,  from  wood  to  wood, 
threw  them  before  nightfall  into  such  confusion,  that 
nothing  but  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground,  which 
prevented  cavalry  from  acting,  and  a  violent  storm 
1  jom.  ix.  which  arose  in  the  evening,  saved  them  from  a  com- 
Aiih.  ch.  pl^*^  overthrow.     Moreau  retreated  during  the  night, 
28o^^^st    ^^^  ^^  '^^  following  day  commenced  the  passsige  of  the 
cjr\  iv.  27,  Rhine,  which  was  effected  without  molestation  from 
the  Imperialists/ 

After  having  thus  effected  the  deliverance  of  Ger- 
Austrians  many  from  both  its  invaders,  the  Archduke  suggested 
armistice,  to  the  Aulic  Council  to  detach  a  powerful  reinforce- 
ment by  the  Tyrol  into  Italy,  in  order  to  strengthen 
the  army  of  Alvinzi,  and  effect  the  liberation  of  Wurm- 
ser  in  Mantua — a  measure  based  on  true  military  prin- 
ciples, and  which,  if  adopted  by  the  Imperial  govern- 
ment, would  probably  have  changed  the  fate  of  the 
campaign.  Moreau,  on  his  side,  prop9sed  an  armis- 
tice to  the  Austrians,  on  condition  that  the  Rhine 
should  separate  the  two  armies,  and  the  Republicans 
retain  the  tete^vrpant  of  Huningeu  and  Kehl ;  a  pro^ 
posal  which  the  Archduke  received  with  secret  satis- 
faction, as  it  promised  him  the  means  of  securely  car- 
rying into  effect  his  meditated  designs  for  the  deliver- 
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ance  of  Italy.     But  the  AuBtrian  government,  intent   chap. 
upon  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  Germany,  and     ^^^' 


deeming  the  forces  put  at  the  disposal  of  Alvinzi  ade-    nge, 
quate  for  the  relief  of  Mantua,  declined  both  proposi- 
tions, and  sent  positive  orders  for  the  immediate  attack  ^  Arch.  cii. 
of  the  fortified  posts  possessed  by  the  Republicans  on  ^^^^^^ 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine.^  s^s." 

The  conduct  of  the  siege  of  Kehl,  during  the  depth  of 
winter,  and  with  an  open  communication  between  the  Long  and 
besieged  and  the  great  army  on  the  opposite  bank,  pre- siege  of 
sented  obstacles  of  no  ordinary  kind ;  but  the  perse-  ^®^^' 
verance  and  energy  of  the  Austrians  ultimately  tri- 
umphed over  all  obstacles.  Thirty  thousand  men, 
under  the  command  of  Desaix  and  St  Cyr,  were  des- 
tined for  the  defence  of  the  works,  while  a  powerful  re* 
serve  was  stationed  in  the  islands  of  the  Rhine ;  and 
the  troops  engaged  in  the  defence  were  changed  every 
three  days,  to  prevent  their  being  overwhelmed  with 
the  fatigues  of  the  service.  Forty  thousand  Austrians, 
under  Latour,  formed  the  besieging  force,  while  the 
remsunder  of  the  army  was  cantoned  in  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine.  Though  the  fort  was  invested  on  the  9th 
October,  no  material  progress  was  made  in  the  siege, 
from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  bringing  up  the  batter- 
ing train  and  heavy  stores,  till  the  end  of  November. 
This  long  delay  gave  time  to  the  indefatigable  Desaix 
to  complete  the  works,  which,  when  the  Imperialists 
first  sat  down  before  the  place,  were  in  a  very  unfi- 
nifihed  state.  The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  21st  21st  Nor. 
November ;  and  about  the  same  time  a  grand  sortie 
was  attempted,  under  the  command  of  Moreau  in  per- 
son, to  destroy  the  works,  and  gain  possession  of  the 
Austrian  park  of  artillery.  This  attack  was  at  first 
successful :  the  Republicans  carried  the  intrenchments 
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CHAP,    of  Sundheim,  and  had  nearly  penetrated  to  the  maga- 
|_  zines  and  parks ;  but  the  Archduke  and  Latour  having 


1796.    come  up  with  reinforcements  to  the  menaced  point, 
they  were  at  length  repulsed  with  severe  loss,  though 
not  without  carrying  with  them  nine  pieces  of  cannon, 
which  they  had  captured  during  the  affray.    Moreau 
and  Desaix  exposed  themselves  to  the  hottest  of  the 
fire,  and  were  both  slightly  wounded.     After  this  re- 
pulse, the  labours  of  the  siege  were  continued  with- 
out any  other  interruption  than  that  arising  from  the 
excessive  severity  of  the  weather,  and  the  torrents  of 
rain,  which,  for  weeks  together,  filled  the  trenches  with 
water.     On  the  night  of  January  1st,  the  Imperialists 
carried  by  assault  the  first  line  of  intrenchments  round 
the  Republican  camp,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  the 
second  line  was  also  stormed  after  a  bloody  resistance. 
Kehl  was  now  no  longer  defensible-;  above  100,000 
cannon-balls,  and  26,000  bombs,  projected  from  forty 
batteries,  had  riddled  all  its  defences.     The  Imperial- 
Worn.  ix.  ists,  masters  of  the  intrenched  camp,  enveloped  the 
A^^^  oi.  ^^^^  ^^  every  side ;  and  the  Republicans,  after  a  glo- 
31*0^^8     ^^^^^  defence,  which  does  honour  to  the  memory  of 
cyrl  iv.  86,  Dosaix  and  St  Cyr,  who  directed  it,  evacuated' the  place 
104, 12a    j^y  capitulation  on  the  9th  January.^ 

During  the  siege  of  Kehl,  the  Imperialists  remain- 
FUi  of  the  ed  in  observation  before  the  teter^vHpant  of  Huningen ; 
iTcS^itt  ^^*  ^^  sooner  were  they  at  liberty,  by  the  surrender  of 
-Huniiigen.  the  former  place,  than  they  prosecuted  the  siege  of  the 
latter  with  extraordinary  vigour.  Ferine  had  been  left 
with  the  right  wing  of  the  French  to  superintend  the 
^l\^k\  ^®^*^^^®  ^f  ^^3.t  important  post,  but  notwithstanding  all 
Oh.  iii.  his  exertions  he  was  unable  to  retard  their  advances ; 
st^c^,^iv.  ^^®  trenches  were  opened  in  form  on  the  26th  of  Janu- 
127, 1.38.    ary,*  and  a  sortie  having  been  repulsed  on  the  night  of 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  221 

the  31st,  tlie  place  was  evacuated  by  capitulation  on    chap. 
the  1st  of  February,  and  the  victors  found  themselves     ^^^ 


masters  only  of  a  heap  of  ruins.  1796. 

This  last  success  terminated  the  campaign  of  1796 
in  Germany ;  the  most  remarkable,  in  a  military  point  Reflections 
of  view,  which  had  occurred,  with  the  exception  of  that  ^piJ^n. 
of  Napoleon  in  the  same  year  in  Italy,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  The  conquerors  in  both  tri- 
umphed over  superior  forces,  by  the  application  of  the 
same  principles — viz.  the  skilful  use  of  a  central  posi- 
tion, and  interior  line  of  communication,  and  the  rapid 
accumulation  of  superior  forces  against  one  of  the  as- 
sailing armies,  at  a  time  when  it  was  so  situated  that 
it  could  not  receive  any  assistance  from  the  other. 
The  movements  of  the  Archduke  between  the  armies 
of  Moreau  and  Jourdan,  and  the  skill  with  which,  by 
bringing  a  preponderating  force  against  the  decisive 
point,  he  compelled  their  vast  armies  to  undertake  a 
disastrous  retreat,  are  precisely  parallel  to  the  blows 
struck  by  Napoleon  from  the  interior  line  of  the  Adige, 
on  the  converging  forces  of  Quasdanovich  and  Wurm- 
ser  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  lake  of  Guarda ;  and  of 
Alvinzi  and  Frovera,  on  the  plateau  of  Rivoli  and  the 
shores  of  the  Mincio.  The  difference  only  lies  in  the 
superior  energy  and  activity  with  which  the  Republi- 
can general  flew  from  one  menaced  point  to  another, 
the  accurate  calculation  of  time  on  which  he  rested, 
and  the  greater  difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  strug- 
gle from  the  closer  proximity  of  the  attacking  forces 
to  each  other. 

The  results  of  this  campaign  proved  the  justice  of 
the  observation  of  Napoleon,  that  the  decisive  blows  Errow  in 
were  to  be  struck  against  Austria  in  the  valley  of  the  ^^^l^ 
Danube ;  and  that  Carnot^s  plan  of  turning  both  flanks  Directory. 
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CHAP,   of  the  Imperialists  at  once,  along  the  vast  line  from 
^^^'    the  Maine  to  the  Alps,  was  essentially  defectiTe,  and 


1796.  offered  the  fairest  opportunity  to  an  enterprising  gene- 
ral, aware  of  the  importance  of  time  and  rapid  move- 
ment in  war,  to  fall  with  a  preponderating  force  first 
on  the  one  and  then  on  the  other.  If,  instead  of  dis- 
persing the  invading  host  into  two  armies,  separated 
from  each  other  hy  above  a  hundred  miles,  and  act- 
ing without  concert,  he  had  united  them  into  one  mass, 
or  moved  them  by  converging  lines  towards  Ulm,  the 
catastrophe  of  1805,  to  Austria,  at  that  place,  or  of 
Leipsic,  in  1813,  to  France,  might  have  been  antici- 
pated with  decisive  effect  upon  the  issue  of  the  war. 
And  after  giving  all  due  praise  to  the  just  views  and 
intrepid  conduct  of  the  Austrian  hero,  the  deliverer  of 
Germany,  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  did  not  carry 
1  Nap.  iii.  his  enlightened  principles  into  practice  with  such 
Th/vui."    vigour  as  might  have  been  done ;  and  that,  had  Napo- 

A  ^h  ch.   ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  place  on  the  Murg  and  at  Amberg,  he 
iii.  313,     would  have  struck  as  decisive  blows  as  at  Rivoli  and 
Castiglione.^ 

The  unsuccessful  irruption  of  the  French  into  Ger- 

Prodiipous  many  was  attended  with  one  important  consequence, 

tTonrievied  fr^m  the  effectual  manner  in  which  it  withdrew  the 

^ViioM^  veil  from  the  eyes  of  the  lower  classes  as  to  the  real 

in  Ger-      nature  of  democratic  ambition,  and  the  consequences 

■"■"y-        with  which  it  was  attended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 

vanquished  states.     The  Republicans,  being  destitute 

of  every  thing,  and  in  an  especial  manner  denuded  of 

money,  when  they  crossed  the  Rhine,  immediately  put 

in  practice  their  established  principle  of  making  war 

support  war,  and  oppressed  the  vanquished  people  by 

the  most  enormous  contributions.     The  lesser  German 

states  only  purchased  neutrality  by  the  most  enormous 
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sacrifices.*     The  people  contrasted  these  cruel  exao-   ghap. 

tions  with  the  seductive  promises  of  war  to  the  palace 

and  peace  to  the  cottage,  and  all  learned  at  length,  1796. 
from  bitter  experience,  the  melancholy  truth,  that  mi- 
litary violence,  under  whatever  names  it  may  be  veiled, 
is  the  same  in  all  ages ;  and  that  none  are  such  inex- 
orable tyrants  to  the  poor  as  those  who  have  recently 
revolted  against  authority  in  their  own  country.  Al- 
though, therefore,  the  terror  of  the  Republican  arms 
at  first  superseded  every  other  consideration,  and  de- 
tached' all  the  states  whose  territory  had  been  overrun 
from  the  Austrian  alliance,  yet  this  was  merely  the 
effect  of  necessity ;  the  hearts  of  the  people  remained 
faithful  to  the  cause  of  Germany,  their  exasperation 
broke  out  in  unmeasured  acts  of  violence  against  the 
retreating  forces  of  Jourdan,  and  they  looked  only  for ,  ^^^^  ^^^ 
the  first  opportunity  to  resume  their  ancient  attach*  1796, 135, 
ment  to  the  Imperial  standards.^  m.  doa 

The  same  causes  which  thus  weakened  the  predi- 
lection of  the  lower  orders  in  Germany  for  French  NoWe  and 
principles,  operated  most  powerfully  in  rousing  theJ^^J^^^^^ 
ancient  and  hereditary  loyalty  of  the  Austrian  people  Austrian 
to  their  own  sovereigns.     When  the  Republicans  ap-^**^*^* 
proached  Bohemia,   and  had  well  nigh  penetrated 
through  Bavaria  to  the  Hereditary  States,  the  Empe- 
ror issued  an  animating  appeal  to  his  subjects  in  the 

*  The  Dake  of  Wirtemberg  was  assessed  at  4,000,000  francs,  or 
L.160,000  sterling;  the  circle  of  Swabia,  12,000,000,  or  nearly  L.600,000, 
besides  8000  horses,  6000  oxen,  150,000  quintals  of  com,  and  100,000 
pairs  of  shoes.  No  less  than  8,000,000,  or  L.400,000,  was  demanded  from 
the  circle  of  Franconia,  besides  6000  horse;  and  immense  contriba- 
tions  from  Frankfort,  Wnrtzborg,  Bamberg,  Nurembuxg^  and  all  the 
towns  through  which  they  passed.  These  enormous  exactions,  which 
amounted  in  all  to  25,000,000  francs  (L.  1,000,000),  12,000  horsos, 
12,000  oxen,  600,000  quintals  of  wheat,  and  200,000  pairs  of  shoes,  ex- 
cited aa\miversal  alarm. 

9 
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CHAP,   threatened  provinces,  and,  with  the  spirit  of  Maria 
'     Theresa,  called  on  them  to  repel  the  renewed  Gallic 


1796.  aggression.  Austria,  in  this  trying  emergency,  re- 
lied on  the  constant  success  which  has  so  long  attend- 
ed its  house  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune, 
and,  unsubdued  by  defeat,  maintained  that  uncon- 
querable spirit  which  has  always  characterized  its 
race,  and  so  often  is  found  to  triumph  over  the  great- 
est reverses.  The  people  nobly  answered  the  appeal. 
The  peasants  flew  to  arms ;  new  levies  were  speedily 
raised ;  contributions  of  stores  of  every  kind  were 
voted  by  the  nobility ;  and  from  the  first  invasion  of 
France  may  be  dated  the  growth  of  that  patriotic 
1  Ann.  Beg.  spirit  which  was  destined  ultimately  to  rescue  Ger- 
\^'  *^'  many  from  foreign  subjugation.^ 

This  year  witnessed  the  still  closer  contracting  of 
New  Con.  the  Unhappy  bands  which  united  Prussia  to  France, 
beh/^     and  so  long  perpetuated  on  the  Continent  the  over- 
^ince  and  whelming  influence  of  Gallic  power.      Hardenberg 
and  Haugwitz,  who  directed  the  cabinet  of  Berlin, 
and  who,  notwithstanding  their  differences  on  many 
other  points,  were  cordially  united  in  all  measures 
calculated  to  augment  the  influence  of  Prussia  in  the 
north  of  Germany,  had  laboured  assiduously  all  the 
sununer  to  form  a  federal  union  for  the  protection  of 
the  states  in  that  portion  of  the  empire;  and  they 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  convocation  of  the  circle 
of  Lower  Saxony  and  of  Westphalia  on  the  20th 
June,  to  arrange  the  formation  of  a  formidable  army 
of  observation,  of  which  Prussia  was  the  head,  to 
cause  their  neutrality  to  be  respected  by  the  bellige- 
rent powers.     The  French  niinister  at  Berlin,  artfully 
improving  upon  the  terrors  produced  by  Napoleon^s 
successes  in  Italy,  and  Jourdan's  irruption  into  Frau- 
conia,  easily  persuaded  Haugwitz  that  the  period  had 
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now  arrived  when  the  interests  of  Prussia  indispeii-*   chap. 
sably  required  the  breaking  up  of  the  old  Germanic  _; ]_ 


Empire,  and  the  recognition  of  the  left  bank  of  the  1799. 
Kbine  to  France ;  and  in  consequence,  two  conven- 
tions, one  public,  the  other  secret,  were  signed  at  Ber- 
lin on  the  5th  August.  By  the  first,  which  alone  at^  Ang. 
that  time  was  published,  the  line  of  demarcation,  be- 
yond which  hostilities  were  not  to  pass,  was  extended, 
and  made  to  run  from  Wesel  on  the  Rhine,  following 
the  frontiers  of  the  mountains  of  Thuringia,  extend- 
ing along  the  North  Sea,  including  the  mouths  of  the 
Elbe,  the  Weser,  and  the  Ems,  and  so  round  by  the 
frontiers  of  Holland  to  Wesel  again.  Beyond  this, 
in  addition  to  the  line  already  agreed  to  by  the  treaty 
of  Bcile,  the  Directory  agreed  not  to  push  their  mili- 
tary operations.  By  the  second,  which  was  kept 
secret,  Prussia  recognised  the  extension  of  Fraiice  to 
the  Rhine;  and  the  principle,  that  the  dispossessed 
German  princes  were  to  be  indemnified  at  the  expense 
of  the  ecclesiastics^  princes  of  the  empire.  The  third 
article  provided  an  indemnity  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
noir  evidently  and  apparently  finally  expelled  from 
his  dominions ;  and  Prussia  engaged  to  endeavour  for 
this  purpose  to  procure  the  secularization  of  the 
•bishoprics  of  Bamberg  and  Wurtzburg,  ^'  Such  was 
the  Secret  Convention,"  says  Hardenberg,  ^^  which  in 
a  manner  put  the  cabinet  of  Berlin  at  the  mercy  of  i  Htrd.  iu. 
-France  in  the  affairs  of  Germany."^  It  may  be^J;®^' 
added,  such  was  the  commencement  of  that  atrocious 
system  of  indemnifying  the  greater  states  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  lesser,  and  providing  for  the  rapacity  of 
temporal  powers  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  Church,  which 
soon  after  not  only  shook  to  its  foundation  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Germanic  empire,  but  totally  overturned 
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CHAP,  the  whole  balance  of  power  aad  system  of  public  rights 
^^^'    in  Europe. 


1796. 

While  these  important  transactions  were  in  pro- 
gress in  the  heart  of  Europe,  events  of  another  kind, 
but  not  less  important  in  their  future  effect  upon  the 
fitte  of  the  war,  were  preparing  upon  another  el^ 
ment. 

Three  years  of  continued  success  had  rendered  the 
Nftyaiope-  British  flag  omnipotent  upon  the  ocean.  Britannia 
^e  7 w.  literally  ruled  the  waves ;  the  enemies^  colonies  sue- 
Deplorable  ccssively  fell  beneath  her  strokes :  and  the  fleets  of 

state  of  the  ^  ^  ' 

French  Fraucc,  blockaded  m  her  harbours,  were  equally  un- 
^^^*  able  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  Republic,  or  ac- 
quire the  experience  requisite  for  maritime  success. 
The  minister  of  the  marine,  Truguet,  in  proposing  a 
new  system  for  the  regulation  of  the  navy,  gave  a 
gloomy,  but  faithful  picture  of  its  present  condition. 
*'  The  deplorable  state  of  our  marine,*^  said  he,  "  is 
well  known  to  our  enemies,  who  insult  us  in  our  very 
harbours.  Our  fleets  are  humiliated,  defeated,  block- 
aded in  their  ports ;  destitute  of  provisions  and  nvral 
equipments ;  torn  by  internal  faction,  weakened  by 
ignorance,  ruined  by  desertion:  such  is  the  state  in 
which  the  men  to  whom  you  have  intrusted  its  direc- 
tion, have  found  the  French  marine.^'  The  ruin  of 
the  Frencli  navy  was  not  the  consequence  merely  of 
the  superior  skill  and  experience  of  the  English  sail- 
ors ;  it  arose  necessarily  from  the  confusion  of  finances, 
loss  of  colonies,  and  fitilure  of  resources,  which  was 
the  result  of  the  revolutionary  convulsion.  Fleets 
cannot  be  equipped  without  naval  stores,  nor  navi- 
gated but  by  a  body  of  experienced  seamen ;  it  is  im- 
possible, therefore,  to  become  a  powerful  maritime 
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state  without  a  regular  revenue  and  an  extensive  com-    chap. 

.  .  •  •  XXI 

merce,  both  of  which  had  disappeared  during  the  dis- '__ 


tractions  of  the  Revolution.  Severe  internal  distress,  1795. 
by  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army,  may  form  a  formi- 
dable military  power,  and  destitute  battalions  may 
issue  from  a  convulsed  state  to  plunder  and  oppress 
the  adjoining  nations ;  but  a  similar  system  will  never 
equip  a  fleet,  nor  enable  a  revolutionary  to  contend 
with  a  regular  government  on  the  ocean.  From  the 
very  elemeuts  by  which  the  contest  was  carried  on,  it 
was  already  evident,  that,  though  France  might  defeat 
the  land  forces  of  Europe,  England  would  acquire  the  ^  Jom.  u. 
dominion  of  the  waves.^  *' 

The  hostilities  carried  on  by  the  naval  and  military 
forces  of  Great  Britain  in  the  West  and  East  Indies,  Soocesaes 
were  attended  with  the  most  decisive  success.     The  ^^^laj,  in 
island  of  Granada,  which  had  long  been  in  a  state  ****  ^^ 
of  revolt,  yielded  to  the  perseverance  and  ability  of  indies. 
General  Nicols :   St  Lucie  was  reduced  in  May  by 
General  Abercromby,  and  Essequibo  and  Demerara 
by  General  White ;  while  the  French  could  only  set 
off  against  these  losses  the  destruction  of  the  mer* 
chandise  and  shipping  at  Newfoundland  by  Admiral 
Richery.    In  the  Indian  seas,  the  successes  of  the 
British  were  still  more  important.     A  Dutch  squa- 
dron of  three  ships  of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and 
many  vessels  of  inferior  size,  having  on  board  two 
thousand  land  troops,  destined  to  retake  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  was  captured  by  Admiral  Elphinstone  in  Aug.  iim. 
the  bay  of  Saldanha ;  while  the  Batavian  settlements  1790?  19?' 
of  Ceylon,  the  Malaccas,  and  Cochin,  with  the  im-  ^";  *^.^ 
portant  harbour  of  Trincomalee,  were,  early  in  the  •*  Conq. 
year,  taken  possession  of  by  the  British  forces.*  253.    ' 

These  important  successes,  particularly  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Cape,  Ceylon,  and  the  Malaccas,  diffused 
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CHAP,   the  most  general  joy  through  the  British  nation.     It 
^^^'    was  justly  observed,  that  the  former  was  a  halfway- 


1796.    house  to  India,  and  indispensable  to  the  mighty  em- 
Qeoeni     P^^®  which  wc  had  acquired  in  the  plains  of  Hindos- 
joy  which  tau ;  whilo  the  latter  secured  the  emporium  of  the 
BucoeBses    China  trade,  and  opened  up  the  vast  commerce  of  the 
^^^  Indian  Archipelago.     The  attention  of  the  people,  by 
these  great  acquisitions,  began  to  be  turned  towards 
the  probable  result  and  final  issue  of  the  war  :  they 
looked  to  the  conquests  of  the  British  at  sea,  as  likely 
to  counterbalance  the  acquisitions  of  the  Republicans 
at  land :  they  observed  that  Rhodes  long  maintained 
a  doubtful  contest  with  Rome  after  its  land  forces  had 
subdued  Spain,  Carthage,  and  part  of  Gaul ;  and  that 
in  a  similar  contest  Great  Britain  would  have  incom- 
parably greater  chances  of  success  than  the  Grecian 
commonwealth,  from  the  superior  internal  strength 
which  the  population  of  its  own  islands  afforded,  and 
the  far  more  extensive  commerce  which  enriched  it 
4   from  every  quarter  of  the  globe.     "  Athens,"  said 
Xenophon,  "  would  have  prevailed  over  Lacedaemon, 
if  Attica  had  been  an  island  inaccessible  save  by  water 
to  the  land  forces  of  its  opponent ;"  and  it  was  im- 
ppssible  not  to  see  that  nature  had  given  that  advan- 
tage to  the  European,  which  she  had  denied  to  the 
Grecian  maritime  power.     The  formation  of  a  great 
colonial  empire,  embracing  all  the  quarters  of  the 
globe,  held  together  and  united  by  the  naval  power  of 
England,  and  enriching  the  parent  state  by  their  com- 
merce, and  the  market  they  would  open  for  its  manu- 
factures, began  to  engage  the  thoughts  not  only  of 
1  Ann.  Reg.  statesmen,  but  of  practical  men,  and  the  Cape  and 
V^'}^^'  Ceylon  to  be  spoken  of  as  acquisitions  which  should 
241."         have  never  been  abandoned.^ 

St  Domingo  still  continued  in  the  distracted  and 
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unfortunate  state  into  which  it  had  been  thrown  by   chap. 
the  visionary  dreams  of  the  French  Republicans,  and '__ 


the  frightful  flames  of  a  servile  war  which  had  been    1790. 
lighted  up  by  their  extravagant  philanthropists.     All  continued 
the  efforts,  both  of  the  French  and  English,  to  restore  ^^^^^^* 
any  thing  like  order  to  its  furious  and  savage  popu- i>on»ingo. 
lation  proved  unsuccessful.      The  latter  had  never 
been  in  sufficient  force  to  make  any  serious  impres- 
sion on  its  numerous  and  frantic  inhabitants  j^  and 
the  former  were  hardly  able  to  retain  a  scanty  foot- 
ing in  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  without  at- 
tempting to  regain  the  splendid  and  prosperous  colony 
which  they  had  lost.     The  blacks,  taught  by  expe- 
rience,  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  country,   and 
comparatively  inaccessible  to  its  deadly  climate,  main- 
tained a  successful  contest  with  European  forces,  who 
melted  away  more  rapidly  under  its  fatal  evening 
gales,  than  either  by  the  ravages  of  famine  or  the 
sword  of  the  enemy.     Toussaint  had  already  risen  to 
eminence  in  the  command  of  these  desultory  forces, 
and  was  taken  into  the  French  service  with  the  divi- 
sion he  had  organized,  in  the  vain  attempt  to  re- ^  Ann.  Reg. 
establish  the   sinking  authority  of  the   Republican  {9^*  *^ 
commissioners.^  ^o»  *40. 

Notwithstanding  the  disastrous  state  of  her  princi- 
pal colony,  and  the  great  losses  which  she  had  sus- Treaty  of 
tained  in  her  maritime   possessions,   Great  Britain  ?"jjj^^  . 
shewed  herself  disposed  during  this  year  to  make  great  FWmce  and 
sacrifices  to  France,  to  obtain  a  general  peace.    lundefoneof* 
truth,  notwithstanding  her  naval  successes,  the  situar 
tion  of  England,  from  the  disasters  of  her  allies,  had 
become  sufficiently  alarming.     Spain,  detached  by  the 
treaty  of  Bale  from  all  connexion  with  the  Allies,  had 
lately  fallen  under  the  Republican  influence,  and  given 
way  to  that  jealousy  of  the  British  naval  power,  which 
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CHAP,  is  SO  eafflly  excited  among  the  EuropeaQ  States.    The 

'_  Directory,  artfully  improving  these  advantages,  had 

1796.  fanned  the  Spanish  discontents  into  a  flame,  by  hold- 
ing out  hopes  of  some  acquisitions  in  Italy,  won  by  the 
sword  of  Napoleon,  in  case  they  joined  the  Republi- 
can alliance.  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  the 
Spaniards  fell  into  the  snare,  from  which  they  were 
destined  in  future  to  experience  such  disastrous  effects, 

19th  Aug.  and  on  the  19th  August,  concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance, 
offensive  and  defensive,  with  France,  on  the  footing  of 
the  family  compact.  By  this  treaty,  the  powers  mu- 
tually guaranteed  to  each  other  their  dominions  both 
in  the  Old  and  the  New  World,  and  engaged  to  assist 
each  other,  in  case  of  attack,  with  twenty-four  thou- 
sand land  troops,  thirty  ships  of  the  line,  and  six  fri- 

2d  Oct  gates.  This  was  followed,  in  the  beginning  of  October, 
by  a  formal  declaration  of  war,  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
against  Great  Britain.      Thus  England,  which  had 

1  Th.  viu.  conmienced  the  war  with  so  many  confederates,  saw 

QK|     9119  * 

Ann.  Reg.  horsolf  uot  Only  deprived  of  all  her  maritime  allieSi 
Mi^te^'  ^^*  *^®  whole  coasts  of  Europe,  from  the  Texel  to 
▼L  255.'    Gibraltar,  arrayed  in  fierce  hostility  against  her.^  * 

*  Man/  gronnds  of  complaint  were  assigned  in  the  Spanish  mani- 
festo on  this  occasion ;  bat  they  met  with  a  decisive  refatation  from 
5th  Oct.       the  British  cabinet,  in  an  able  state  paper,  drawn  by  Mr  Canning.    It 
1796.  ^  gg  urged  by  the  Spanish  court,  that  the  conduct  of  the  English  during 

the  war,  but  especially  at  the  siege  of  Toulon,  and  in  the  expedition  of 
Toulon,  had  determined  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  to  make  peace  with 
France  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  with  safety  to  the  monarchy;  that 
the  bad  faith  of  the  English  government  further  appeared  in  the  treaty 
of  19th  Nov.  1794,  concluded,  without  regard  to  the  rights  of  Spain, 
with  the  United  States,  in  the  ii^ustice  with  which  they  seised  the  St 
Jago,  at  first  taken  by  the  French,  but  afterwards  retaken  by  the  Eng^ 
lish,  which,  by  the  subsisting  convention,  ought  to  have  been  restored, 
and  in  the  intercepting  of  ammunition  for  the  Spanish  squadrons ;  that 
the  crews  of  her  ships  had  frequently  landed  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  and 
carried  on  a  contraband  trade,  as  well  as  reconnoitred  these  valuable 
possessions,  and  had  evinced  a  clear  intention  of  seiring  part  of  the 
Spanish  colonial  territories,  by  sending  a  considerable  force  to  the  An- 
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Impresfled  with  these  dangers,  and  desirous  ahK>  of  chap. 
disanning  the  numerous  and  powerful  party  in  Great  ^ 


Britain,  who  contended  against  the  war  as  both  unne«    1706. 

tilles  and  Si  DomiogOy  and  her  recent  acquisition  of  the  Dutch  settle- 
ment of  Demerara ;  that  frequent  insults  and  acts  of  Tiolence  had  been 
committed  hj  the  English  cruisers  upon  Spanish  yessels  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  that  the  Spanish  territory  had  been  violated  hj  descents  of 
Bngtiah  ships  on  the  coast  of  Qalicia  and  at  Trinidad ;  and,  finally,  that 
the  miges^  of  Spain  had  been  insulted  by  the  decrees  of  a  court  in 
London,  authorising  the  arrest  of  its  ambassador  for  a  small  sum. 
"  By  all  these  insults/^  it  concluded,  "  equally  deep  and  unparalleled,  ^  ^^ 
that  nation  has  proved  to  the  universej  that  she  recognises  no  other  xzxviiir^* 
laws  than  the  aggrandisement  of  her  commerce,  and,  by  her  despotism,  loe.    State 
which  has  exhausted  our  patience  and  moderation,  has  rendered  a  de-  Pi^rs. 
daration  of  war  unavoidable.*'^ 

To  this  manifesto,  the  acrimonious  style  of  which  too  clearly  be- 
trayed  the  quarter  from  which  it  had  proceeded,  it  was  replied  l^  the 
British  govenmient,  that  "  the  unprovoked  declaration  of  war  on  the 
part  of  Spain  had  at  length  compelled  the  king  of  England  to  take 
meaaniea  to  assert  the  dignity  of  his  crown ;  that  a  simple  reference 
to  the  Spanish  declaration,  and  a  bare  enumeration  of  the  frivolous 
charges  which  it  contains,  must  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  eveiy  reasonable 
and  impartial  person  that  no  part  of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
towards  Spain  has  afforded  the  smallest  ground  of  complaint.    The 
acta  of  hostility  attributed  to  England,  consist  either  of  matters  perfectly 
innooenty  mr  of  imputed  opinions  and  intentions,  of  which  no  proof  is 
addnoed,  nor  effect  alleged,  or  of  complamts  of  the  misconduct  of  un- 
aotbodved  individual^  cottoeming  which  his  Migesty  has  always  pro- 
fesaed  his  willingness  to  institute  enquiry,  and  grant  redress,  where  it 
waa  really  due.    The  chaxge  of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  British 
^■fiti^  at  Toulon  is  unprecedented  and  absurd,  and  Uus  is  perhaps 
the  first  instance  that  it  has  been  imputed  as  a  crime  to  one  of  the 
5»^w«i«a«<lmg  officers  of  two  powers^  acting  in  alliance,  and  making 
a  common  cause  in  war,  that  he  did  more  than  his  proportion  of  mis- 
chief to  the  common  enemy.    The  treaty  with  America  did  nothing 
more  than  what  every  independent  power  has  a  right  to  do,  or  than  his 
Spanish  Higesty  has  since  that  time  himself  done ;  and  inflicted  no  in- 
jury whatever  on  the  subjects  of  that  monarchy.    The  claims  of  all 
parties  in  regard  to  the  condemnation  of  the  St  Jago,  captured  by  his 
lii^eaty's  forces,  were  fully  heard  before  the  only  competent  tribunal, 
and  one  whose  impartiality  is  above  all  suspicion.    The  alleged  mis- 
conduct of  some  merchant  ships  in  landing  their  crews  on  the  coast  of 
Chili  and  Peru,  forms  no  legitimate  ground  of  complaint  against  the 
gorenmient;  and  even  if  some  in^golariiies  had  been  com- 
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CHAP,  cessary  and  impolitic,  Mr  Pitt,  in  the  close  of  this 
*    year,  made  overtures  for  a  general  peace  to  the  French 


1706.   government.      Lord  Malmesbury  was  dispatched  to 

mitted,  they  might  hare  been  puxuBhed  on  the  spot,  or  the  courts  of 
London  were  always  ready  to  receive  and  redress  complaints  of  that 
description. - 

"  In  regard  to  the  expedition  to  St  Domingo  and  Demerara,  with  all 
the  regard  which  he  feels  to  the  rights  of  nentral  powers,  it  is  a  new 
and  onheard-of  extension  of  neutral  rights  which  is  to  be  restricted 
by  no  limits,  and  is  to  attach  not  to  the  territories  of  a  neatral  power 
itself,  bnt  to  whatever  may  once  have  belonged  to  it,  and  to  whatever 
may  be  sitnated  in  its  neighbourhood,  though  in  the  actual  possession 
of  an  enemy.  The  complaint  in  regard  to  St  Domingo  is  peculiarly 
unfortunate,  as  the  cession  of  part  of  that  island  by  the  recent  treaty 
from  Spain  to  France,  is  a  breach  of  that  solemn  treaty  under  which 
alone  the  crown  of  Spain  holds  any  part  of  its  American  possessions. 
Such  an  act  would  at  once  have  justified  any  measures  of  retaliation 
on  the  part  of  the  British  government ;  but  so  earnest  was  their  desire 
to  maintain  peace,  that  they  repeatedly  endeavoured  to  ascertain  when 
the  Spanish  right  to  the  ceded  territory  was  to  terminate,  in  order 
that  their  efforts  might  be  directed  against  the  French  alone.  Some 
irregularities  in  the  course  of  so  long  and  vast  a  contest  may  have  been 
committed  by  the  British  cruisers  in  the  exercise  of  the  undoubted 
right  of  search  enjoyed  by  every  belligerent  state ;  but  to  the  readiness 
of  the  British  government  to  grant  redress  in  every  case  where  an 
injury  has  been  committed,  even  Spain  herself  can  bear  testimony. 
The  complaint  regarding  the  alleged  decree  against  the  Spanish  am- 
bassador, is,  if  possible,  still  more  frivolous,  that  being  nothing  more 
than  a  simple  citation  to  answer  for  a  debt  demanded,  the  mistaken  act 
of  an  individual  who  was  immediately  disavowed  and  prosecuted  by  the 
government,  and  made  repeated  but  vain  submissive  applications  to  the 
Spanish  ambassador  for  forgiveness,  such  as  in  all  former  cases  had 
been  deemed  satisfactory. 

"  It  will  be  plain  to  posterity,  it  is  now  notorious  to  Europe,  that 
neither  to  the  genuine  wishes,  nor  even  the  mistaken  policy  of  Spain, 
is  her  present  conduct  to  be  attributed ;  that  not  from  enmity  towards 
Great  Britain,  not  from  any  resentment  of  past,  or  apprehension  of 
future  ii^uries,  but  from  a  blind  subservience  to  the  views  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's enemies ;  from  the  dominion  usurped  over  her  councils  and  ac- 
tions by  her  new  allies,  she  has  been  compelled  to  act  in  a  quarrel,  and 
for  interests,  not  her  own ;  to  take  up  arms  against  one  of  those  powers 
in  whose  cause  she  had  professed  to  feel  the  strongest  interest,  and  to 
menace  with  hostility  another,  "against  whom  no  cause  of  complaint  is 
pretended,  but  an  honourable,  adherence  to  its  engagements.** — Ann, 
Rep,  1796,  147;  State  Papen, 
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Paris  to  open  the  negotiations ;  but  it  is  probable  that   chap. 
no  great  hopes  of  their  success  were  entertained,  as 


nearly  at  the  same  time  an  alliance  was  concluded  with  1796. 
Russia,  for  the  aid  of  sixty  thousand  auxiliary  troops  orotim 
to  the  Austrian  forces.     The  British  envoy  arrived  at  **r  •  ««*** 

.  •  ™  peace 

Paris  on  the  22d  October,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  nude  by 
the  inhabitants,  and  proposals  of  peace  were  imme-  Britdn, 
diately  made  by  the  English  government.    These  were,  ^^«*^ 
the  recognition  of  the  Republic  by  the  British  govern- suooMiftii. 
ment,  and  the  restitution  of  all  the  colonies  to  France 
and   Holland,  which  had  been  conquered  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.     In  return  for  these  con- 
cessions, they  insisted  that  the  French  should  restore 
the  Low  Countries  to  the  Emperor,  Holland  to  the 
Stadtholder,  and  evacuate  all  their  conquests  in  Italy, 
but  they  were  to  retain  Luxemburg,  Namur,  Nice,  and 
Savoy.     It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  Repub* 
lican  government,  engaged  in  so  dazzling  a  career  of 
victory,  and  so  entirely  dependent  on  popular  favour, 
would  consent  to  these  terms,  or  that  they  could  have 
miuntained  their  place  at  the  head  of  affairs,  if  they 
had  submitted  to  them;  and,  accordingly,  after  the 
negotiations  had  been  continued  for  two  months,  they 
were  abruptly  broken  off,  by  the  Directory  ordering 
Lord  Malmesbury  to  quit  Paris  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  he  immediately  returned  to  his  own  country.     But  87ih  Dee. 
it  must  ever  be  a  matter  of  pride  to  the  British  his-  ^^^' 
torian,  that  the  power  which  had  been  uniformly  victo- 
rious on  its  own  element,  should  have  offered  to  treat  ^  Jom.ix. 
ou  terms  of  equality  with  that  from  which  it  had  so  aL^  *r^. 
little  to  dread,  arid  that  England,  to  procure  favour- ^®®*JJ^i» 
able  terms  for  her  allies,  was  willing  to  have  aban-  Papen, 
doned  all  her  own  acquisitions.^  Hwla.  w! 

While  these  negotiations  were  yet  pending,  a  mea-*^*  *^^- 
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CTAP.  sure  waa  undertaken  by  the  French  government, 
_  which  phiced  England  in  the  utmost  peril,  and  from 


1796.    vhich  she  waa  saved  rather  by  the  winds  of  heaven 
than  any  exertions  of  her  own.    It  was  the  extrava- 
gant expectations  they  had  formed  of  success  from 
1  Bnd.  iv.  this  operation,  which  led  to  the  long  delay  and  final 
^^^'         rupture  of  the  negotiation.^ 

Ireland,  long  the  victim  of  oppressive  government 
Aivmiag  and  now  of  popular  passion,  was  at  this  period  in  a 
£^^     state  of  unusual  excitation.     The  successful  issue  of 
the  French  Revolution  had  stimulated  the  numerous 
needy  and  ardent  characters  in  that  distracted  nation 
to  project  a  similar  revolt  against  the  authority  of 
England ;  and  above  two  hundred  thousand  men,  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  were  engaged  in  a  vast  con- 
SfHracy  for  overturning  the  established  government, 
and  erecting  a  democracy,  after  the  model  of  France, 
in  its  stead.    Overlooking  the  grinding  misery  which 
the  convulsions  of  the  Republic  had  occasioned  to 
its  inhabitants,  without  considering  how  an  insular 
power,  detached  from  the  continent,  was  to  maintain 
itself  against  the  naval  forces  of  England,  the  pa- 
triots of  Ireland  rushed  blindly  into  the  project,  with 
that  ardent  but  inconsiderate  zeal  and  inveterate 
rancour  against  the  British  government  for  which 
the  people  of  that  country  have  always  been  distin- 
guished.   The  malcontents  were  enrolled  under  ge- 
•  Httd.u.  i^ei^K  colonels,  and  officers,  in  all  the  counties: 
ttJ'^'    arms  were  secretly  provided,  and  nothing  was  want- 
ass,  486.    ing  but  the  arrival  of  the  French  troops  to  proclaim 
maT*     ^^'^  insurrection  in  every  part  of  the  country.     With 
G«raM,  I.   such  socrccy  were  the  preparations  made,  that  the 
Vict  et '    British  government  had  but  an  imperfect  account  of 
«w,^sw!'  ^^^^^  danger,  while  the  French  Directory,'  accurately 
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informed  by  their  emissaries  of  what  was  going  for-  chap. 

ward,  were  fully  prepared  to  turn  it  to  the  best  ac5-  ^^^' 
count.* 


1796, 


*  The  intentionB  of  the  Ixi«h  nvoluiionisU^  and  the  length  to  which 
they  had  in  secret  caxzied  their  preparations  for  the  formation  of  an 
Hibemian  Bepnblie,  will  be  beet  understood  firom  the  foUowing  pas- 
•ages,  in  «  memorial  presented  by  Wolfe  Tone,  one  of  their  principal 
leaden,  to  the  French  Directory. 

''The  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  3,160,000,  aU  trained  from  their 
nfNk^inan  ksridUary  hatred  and  abhorrence  of  the  EngUih  name.  For 
tbeae  fire  years  they  have  fixed  their  eyes  most  earnestly  on  France, 
whom  they  look  upon,  with  great  justice,  as  fighting  their  battles,  as 
well  as  those  of  all  mankind  who  are  oppressed.  Of  this  class,  I  wiU 
stake  my  head,  there  are  600,000  m«n,  who  would  fly  to  the  standard  o^ 
the  Bepnblic,  if  they  saw  it  once  displayed  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
their  country. 

"  The  Bepublic  may  also  rely*  with  confidence  on  the  support  of  the 
Diaaentars,  actuated  by  reason  and  reflection,  as  well  as  the  Catholics, 
iinpelled  by  misery,  and  inflamed  by  detestation  of  the  English  name. 
In  the  year  1791,  the  Dissenters  of  Belfast  first  formed  the  club  of 
United  Irishmen,  so  called,  because  in  that  club,  for  the  first  time, 
Diasenters  and  Catholics  were  seen  together  in  harmony  and  union. 
Coneaponding  dubs  were  rapidly  formed,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
subvert  the  ^anny  of  England,  eetabUeh  the  independence  of  Ireland f 
and  frame  a  free  RepMie  on  the  broad  bans  of  Ubertjf  and  equaUty, 
These  clubs  were  rapidly  filled,  and  extended  in  June  last  over  two* 
thiids  of  that  proTince.  Their  members  are  all  bound  by  an  oath  of 
aeoecy,  and  could,  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt»  on  a  inroper  occasion, 
raise  the  entire  force  of  the  proyince  of  Ulster,  the  most  populous, 
warlike,  and  best  informed  in  the  nation. 

"The  Catholics  also  have  an  organisation  commencing  about  the 
aaae  time  with  the  clubs  last  mentioned,  but  composed  of  Catholics 
onfy.  Until  within  these  few  months  this  organization  baffled  the  ut- 
most vigilance  of  the  Irish  government,  unsuccessfully  applied  to  dis- 
cover its  principles ;  and  to  this  hour  they  are,  I  believe,  unapprised  of 
its  extent.  The  fact  is,  that,  in  June  last,  it  embraced  the  whole 
peasantry  of  the  provinces  of  Ulster,  Leinster,  and  Connaught,  three- 
fourths  ii  the  nation,  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  it  has  since  extended 
into  Mnnster,  the  remaining  provinee.  These  men,  who  are  called 
Defsnden,  are  completely  organised  on  a  military  plan,  divided  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  districts,  and  officered  by  men  chosen  by  them- 
aelves  ;  the  principle  of  their  union  is  implicit  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  those  whom  they  have  elected  as  their  generals,  and  whose  object  is 
the  emmioipation  it  their  country,  the  subversion  of  English  usuxpa- 
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CHAP.       Hoche,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  thousand  men, 
'    on  the  shores  of  the  ocean,  in  La  Vendee  and  Brit- 


1796.    tany,  burned  with  the  desire  to  eclipse  the  great  ex- 

tion,  and  the  betiering  the  condiiion  of  the  wretched  peasantry  ol  Ire> 
land.  The  eyes  of  this  whole  body,  which  may  be  said  almost  without 
a  figure  to  be  the  people  of  Ireland,  are  turned  with  the  most  anxious 
expectation  to  France  for  assistance  and  support.  The  oath  of  their 
union  recites, '  that  they  will  be  faithful  to  the  united  nations  of  Prance 
and  Ireland,*  and  several  of  them  have  already  sealed  it  with  their 
blood.  I  suppose  there  is  no  conspiracy,  if  a  whole  people  can  be  said 
to  conspire,  which  has  continued  for  so  many  years  as  this  has  done, 
where  the  secret  has  been  so  religiously  kept,  and  where  in  so  Tast  a 
number  so  few  traitors  are  to  be  found. 

"  There  is  also  a  further  organization  of  the  Catholics,  which  is  caUed 
the  General  Committee,  a  representatiye  body  chosen  by  the  Catholics 
at  large,  which  decides  the  movements  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  pos- 
sesses a  very  great  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  throughout 
the  nation.  I  can  add,  from  my  personal  knowledge,  that  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  able  and  honest  men  who  compose  it  are  sincere  Bepubli- 
cans,  warmly  attached  to  the  cause  of  France,  and  as  Irishmen,  and  wm 
Catholics,  doubly  bound  to  detest  the  tyranny  and  domination  of  Eng- 
land, which  has  often  deluged  the  country  with  their  best  blood. 

"  The  militia  are  about  eighteen  thousand  strong,  as  fine  men  as  any 
in  Europe*  Of  these  sixteen  thousand  are  Catholics,  and  of  those  a 
very  great  proportion  are  sworn  Defenders.  I  have  not  a  shadow  of  a 
doubt  that  the  militia  would,  in  cases  of  emeigency,  to  a  man^  join 
their  countrymen  in  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  England."— -l^rv^  Mmnarial 
delivered  to  the  French  Directory,  Feb.  1796,  by  Wolfe  Tone, — ^Wolfb 
Tone,  ii.  187-188-191. 

**  It  would  be  just  as  easy,  in  a  month's  time,  to  have  an  army  in 
Ireland  of  two  hundred  thousand  as  ten  thousand.  The  peasantry 
would  flock  to  the  Republican  standard  in  such  numbers  as  to  embaimss 
the  general-in-chief.  A  proclamation  should  instantly  be  issued,  con* 
taining  an  invitation  to  the  people  to  join  the  Republican  standard^ 
organiae  themselves,  and  form  a  i^atttmol  Convention  for  ike  pwrpoee  of 
framing  a  Government,  and  administering  the  affairs  of  Ireland  tiU  it 
was  put  in  activity. 

"  The  first  act  of  the  Convention  thus  constituted  should  be,  to  declare 
themselves  the  Representatives  of  the  Irish  people,  free  and  indepen- 
dent, and  in  that  capacity  to  form,  an  aUUmce,  ofensiveamd  defentive,  with 
ike  French  Republic,  stipulating  that  neither  party  should  make  peace 
with  England  till  the  two  Republics  were  acknowledged, 

"  The  Convention  should  next  publish  a  proclamation,  notifying  their 
independence  and  their  alUance  with  the  French  RepubUCf  forbidding  all 
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ploits  of  Napoleon  and  Moreau  against  the  Impe-   chap. 
rial  forces.    Ireland  offered  a  theatre  worthy  of  his 


army  and  his  reputation,  and  by  striking  a  decisiye   .1796. 
blow  against  the  English  power  in  that  quarter,  he  jy^^goB  of 
had  an  opportunity  of  crippling  the  ancient  rival  of  ^"^  ^'«»- 
France,  and  achieving  greater  benefits  for  his  country  Hoehe 
than  either  the  victory  of  Fleurus  or  the  triumphs  of  JSf^nn. 
Rivoli.     Truguet,  the  minister  of  marine,  seconded^- 
him  warmly  with  all  his  influence,  and  by  their  joint 
exertions  an  expedition  was  shortly  prepared  at  Brest, 
more  formidable  than  could  have  been  anticipated 
from  the  dilapidated  state  of  the  French  navy.     It 
consisted  of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  on  board  each  of 
which  were  embarked  six  hundred  soldiers,  twelve 
frigates  and  six  corvettes,  each  carrying  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  of  transports  and  other  vessels, 
conveying  in  all  twenty-five  thousand  land  forces. 
This  armament  was  to  be  joined  by  seven  ships  of 
the  line,  under  Richery,  fix>m  the  harbour  of  Roche- 
fort     The  troops  were  the  best  in  Hoche^s  army; 
the  general-in-chief  was  sanguine  of  success;  and 
such  were  the  hopes  entertained  of  the  result  of  the » ^^  j.  ^ 
expedition,  that  the  Directory  transmitted  orders  for  nee,  los, 
it  to  sail  several  weeks  before  Lord  Malmesbury35d,486, 
left  Paris,  and  their  expectations  of  its  consequences  J^^gw  ^"' 
were  the  principal  motive  for  breaking  off  the  ne-  Hard.  iv. 

.    ^.        I  107.    Vict. 

gOtiatlOn.^  et  Conq.^a 

To  distract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  the  most  *^®'  *^*' 

adherence  to  the  British  government,  under  the  penalty  of  high  treason, 
ordering  all  taxes  and  contributions  to  be  paid  only  to  snch  persons  as 
should  be  appointed  by  the  proTisional  government.  Another  to  the 
militia^  recalling  them  to  the  standard  of  their  country ;  and  another  to 
the  Irishmen  in  the  navy,  recalling  them  directly  from  that  service ; 
sad  this  shonld  be  foUowed  hj  another,  eonfiscoHng  every  shUHng  of  Eng* 
Uik  property  in  Ireland  of  every  ipedet,  moveable  or  fated,  and  appropriating 
it  to  the  national  service." — Wolfe  Tone,  Second  Memorial  addressed 
to  the  French  Directory,    Wolfe  Tone's  Memoirs,  ii.  197>  201. 
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CHAP,   inconsistent  accounts  were  spread  of  the  object  of 
_  the  expedition ;  sometimes,  that  it  was  destined  for 


1796.    ^^^  West  Indies;  at  others,  for  the  shores  of  Portu- 

Meararet    S^  i  ^^^9  notwithstanding  these  artifices,  the  British 

*o  ^^^V^.  government  readily  discerned  where  the  blow  was 

Govern-     really  intended  to  be  struck.    Orders  were  trans- 

ut  dwS?  ^^it*c<l  to  Ireland  to  have  the  militia  in  readiness ;  a 

Bive  prepft-  vigilsut  watch  kept  lip  on  the  coasts ;  and,  in  the 

event  of  a  descent  being  effected,  all  the  cattle  and 

provisions  driven  into  the  interior ;  precautions  which 

in  the  end  proved  unnecessary,  but  were  dictated  by 

'jom.  ix.  a  prudent  foresight,  and  gave  the  French  govern- 

ImU^  ment  an  idea  of  the  species  of  resistance  which  they 

Ann.  Reg.  might  cxpect  in  the  event  of  such  an  invasion  being 

190.'     '  really  effected.^ 

The  expedition  set  sail  in  the  middle  of  December, 
The  expe-  two  days  boforo  the  negotiation  was  broken  off  at 
^r^d  ta  P^s  i  ^^^  i*  encountered  disasters  from  the  very 
f  ^"*^    moment  of  its  leaving  the  harbour.    A  violent  tem- 
tempests.    pcst  OTose  immediately  after  its  departure;   and 
15th  Dec   though  the  mist  with  which  it  was  accompanied  en- 
abled the  French  admiral  to  elude  the  vigilance  of 
the  British  squadron,  yet  one  ship  of  the  line  struck 
on  the  rocks  near  the  isle  of  XJshant  and  perished ; 
several  were  damaged,  and  the  fleet  totally  dispersed. 
This  tempestuous  weather  continued  the  whole  time 
the  fleet  was  at  sea.    Hoche  himself,  who  was  on 
board  a  frigate,  was  separated  from  the  remainder  of 
his  squadron ;  and  after  a  stormy  passage,  a  part  of 
the  expedition  reached  the  point  of  rendezvous,  in 
Bantry  Bay,  eight  days  after  its  departure  from  the 
24th  Dec  French  harbour.     Admiral  Bouvet,  the  second  in 
command,  resolved  to  land  the  troops,  although  only 
eight  ships  of  the  line,  and  some  of  the  transports, 
were  assembled,  having  on  board  six  thousand  land 
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forces ;  but  the  violence  of  the  tempest,  and  the  pro-   chap. 
digious  swell  of  the  sea  on  that  iron-bound  coast,    ^ 


rendered  that  impossible,  and  the  crew  of  a  boat    j^ee. 
which  was  sent  through  the  surf  to  reconnoitre,  were 
speedily  made  prisoners  by  the  numerous  bodies  of 
armed  men  who  appeared  on  the  beach  to  oppose  a 
landing.    Dispirited  by  such  a  succession  of  disasters, 
onwilling  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  hazards 
ing  a  part  only  of  the  land  forces  in  the  absence  of 
the  general-in-chief,  and  apprehensive  that  provi- 
sions for  the  crews  of  the  vessels  would  fail,  from 
the  long  time  that  they  had  been  at  sea,  Bouvet  re- 
solved to  make  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  the  French 
harbours.     He  set  sail  accordingly,  and  had  the  good  sist  Dec 
fortune  to  reach  Brest  on  the  last  day  of  December, 
whither  he  was  soon  followed  by  the  scattered  divi- 
sions of  his  fleet,  after  two  ships  of  the  line  and  three 
frigates  had  been  lost ;  one  of  the  former  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  elements,  and  the  other  by  the  attacks 
of  the  English.    Hoche,  himself,  after  escaping  a 
thousand  perils,  was  landed  on  the  island  of  Rhe ;  i  Aim.  Rig. 
and^the  Directory,  abandoning  the  expedition  for^*^^* 
the  present,  moved  the  greater  part  of  his  forces  to  489-496. 
the  Rhine,  to  replace  the  losses  of  Jourdan's  army,  ^m!  vict 
to  the  command  of  which  they  destined  that  ableJ^J**^-^^** 
general.^ 

Such  was  the  issue  of  this  expedition,  which  had 
so  long  kept  Great  Britain  in  suspense,  and  revealed  jteflecUont 
to  its  enemies  the  vulnerable  quarter  in  which  it<»ib«^i- 
might  be  attacked  with  the  greatest  chance  of  sue- ^edition, 
cess.     Its  results  was  pregnant  with  important  in- 
structions to  the  rulers  of  both  countries.     To  the 
French,  as  demonstrating  the  extraordinary  risks 
which  attend  a  maritime  expedition  in  comparison 
with  a  land  campaign ;  the  small  number  of  forces 
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CHAP,  which  can  be  embarked  on  board  even  a  great  fleet, 
^^^'  and  the  unforeseen  disasters  which  frequently  on  that 
element  defeat  the  best  concerted  enterprizes.  To  the 
English,  as  showing  that  the  empire  of  the  seas  does 
not  always  afford  security  against  invasion ;  that  in 
the  face  of  superior  maritime  forces,  her  possessions 
had  been  for  sixteen  days  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy, 
and  that  neither  the  skill  of  her  sailors,  nor  the  Yair 
our  of  her  armies,  but  the  fury  of  the  elements,  had 
saved  them  from  danger  in  the  most  vulnerable  part 
of  their  dominions.  While  these  considerations  are 
fitted  to  abate  the  confidence  of  invasion,  they  are 
calculated  at  the  same  time  to  weaken  an  overween- 
ing confidence  on  naval  superiority ;  and  to  demon- 
strate, that  the  only  basis  on  which  certain  reliance 
can  be  placed,  even  by  an  insular  power,  is  a  well- 
disciplined  army,  and  the  patriotism  of  its  own 
subjects. 

It  is  a  curious  subject  for  speculation,  what  might 
have  been  the  result  had  Hoche  succeeded  in  land- 
ing with  twenty-five  thousand  of  his  best  troops  on 
the  Irish  shores.  To  those  who  consider,  indeed,  the 
patriotic  spirit,  indomitable  valour,  and  persevering 
character  of  the  English  people,  and  the  complete 
command  they  had  of  the  sea,  the  final  issue  of  such 
a  contest  cannot  appear  doubtful ;  but  it  is  equally 
evident  that  the  addition  of  such  a  force,  ahd  so  able 
a  commander,  to  the  numerous  bodies  of  Irish  mal- 
contents, would  have  engendered  a  dreadful  domestic 
war,  and  that  the  whole  energies  of  the  empire 
might  for  a  very  long  period  have  been  employed  in 
saving  itself  from  dismemberment.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered, also,  how  widely  the  spirit  of  discontent  was 
diffused  even  through  the  population  of  Great  Britain 
at  that  period,  in  what  a  formidable  manner  it  soon 
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after  broke  out  in  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  and  what    chap. 
serious  financial  embarrassments  were  already  press-    ^^^ 
ing  upon  the  treasury,  and  preparing  the  dreadful    1^96 
catastrophe  which  led  to  the  suspension  of  cash  pay- 
ments^ in  the  following  spring,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  nation  then  stood  upon  the  edge  of  an  abyss; 
and  that,  if  ever  Providence  interferes  in  human 
affairs  otherwise  than  by  the  energy  which  it  infuses 
into  the  cause  of  justice,  and  the  moral  laws  to 
which  the  deeds  of  free  agents  are  rendered  subser- 
Tient,  its  protection  never  appeared  in  so  remarkable 
a  manner  to  the  British  islands  since  the  winds  and 
the  waves  dispersed  the  Spanish  Armada. 

The  close  of  this  year  was  marked  by  the  death 
of  the  Empress  Catharine,  and  the  accession  of  the  loth  noy. 
Emperor  Paul  to  the  Russian  throne :  an  event  of  ^^J^**** 
no  small  importance  to  the  future  fate  of  the  war  csatharine. 
and  destiny  of  the  world.  Shortly  before  her  deaths 
she  had  by  art  and  flattery  contrived  lo  add  Cour- 
land  to  her  immense  dominions.  She  had  recently 
made  herself  mistress  of  Derbent  in  Persia ;  and  the 
alliance  with  Great  Britain  and  Austria  secured  to 
her  the  concurrence  of  these  powers  in  her  favourite 
project  of  dismembering  the  Turkish  dominions,  and 
placing  her  youngest  son  on  the  throne  of  Constan- 
tine.  She  thus  seemed  to  be  fast  approaching  the 
grand  object  of  her  ambition,  and  might  have  lived 
to  see  the  cross  planted  on  the  dome  of  St  Sophia, 
when  death  interrupted  all  her  schemes  of  ambition, 
in  the  sixtynseventh  year  of  her  age,  and  the  thirty- 
sixth  of  her  reign.  Her  latest  project  was  the  for- 
mation of  a  powerful  confederacy  for  the  defence  of 
Europe  against  the  French  Republic ;  and  she  had 
given  orders  for  the  levy  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 

VOL.  III.  Q 


242  HISTORY  OF  SUROP£. 

CHAP,  thousand  men,  destined  to  take  a  part  in  the  German 
campaigns,  a  design  which,  if  carried  into  effect  by 


1796.  ^^^  finn  and  intrepid  hand,  might  have  accelerated 
I  Ann.  Reg  ^7  Hcarlj  twentj  years'  the  catastrophe  which  closed 
1796, 200,  the  war,* 

202. 

Few  sovereigns  will  occupy  a  more  conspicuous 
Her  chanus- place  in  the  page  of  history,  or  have  left  in  their 
conduct  on  the  throne  a  more  exalted  reputation. 
Prudent  in  council,  and  intrepid  in  conduct ;  cautious 
in  forming  resolutions,  but  vigorous  in  carrying  them 
into  execution :  ambitious,  but  of  great  and  splendid 
objects  only ;  passionately  fond  of  glory,  without  the 
alloy,  at  least  in  public  affairs,  of  sordid  or  vulgar 
inclinations ;  discerning  in  the  choice  of  her  coun- 
sellors, and  swayed  in  matters  of  state  generally  by 
lofty  intellects ;  munificent  in  public,  liberal  in  pri- 
vate, firm  in  resolution,  unwearied  in  purpose,  she 
dignified  a  despotic  throne  by  the  magnanimity  and 
patriotism  oT  a  more  virtuous  age.  But  these  great 
qualities  were  counterbalanced  by  as  remarkable 
vices — and  more  truly  perhaps  of  her  than  of  the 
Virgin  Queen  of  England  it  might  be  said,  in  Bur- 
leigh^s  words,  *'  that  if  to-day  she  was  more  than 
man,  to-morrow 'she  would  be  less  than  woman.'' 
Vehement,  sensual,  and  capricious  in  private  life, 
she  seemed,  as  a  woman,  to  live  only  for  the  grati- 
fication of  her  passions ;  her  successive  lovers  under 
the  name  of  favourites,  formed  as  regular  a  part  of 
her  establishment  as  her  ministers  of  state,  and  re- 
ceived a  much  larger  share  of  her  revenues ;  tyran- 
nical, overbearing,  and  sometimes  cruel  in  her  ad- 
ministration, she  filled  her  subjects  with  unbounded 
awe  for  her  authority.  Like  Henry  VIII.  of  Eng- 
land, she  spared  neither  man  in  her  lust,  nor  woman 
in  her  hate.     She  was  not  always  able  to  withstand 
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the  influence  of  her  favourites  in  affairs  of  state:    chap. 
they  were  frequently  selected  from  the  officers  of '__ 


her  guard,  from  no  other  quality  hut  personal  beauty,  1795, 
and  many  of  the  worst  acts  of  her  government  may 
be  traced  to  their  influence.  In  the  lustre  of  her 
administration,  however,  the  career  of  her  victories, 
and  the  rapid  progress  of  her  subjects  under  so  able 
a  government,  mankind  overlooked  her  dissolute 
manners,  the  occasional  elevation  of  unworthy  mi- 
nions, frequent  acts  of  tyranny,  and  the  dark  trans- 
action which  signalized  her  accession  to  the  throne ; 
they  overlooked  the  frailties  of  the  woman  in  the 
dignity  of  the  princess ;  and  paid  to  the  abilities  and 
splendour  of  the  Semiramis  of  the  North  that  in- 
voluntary homage  which  commanding  qualities  on 
the  throne  never  fail  to  acquire,  even  when  stained 
by  irregularities  in  private  life.* 

The  end  of  the  same  year  witnessed  the  resigna-  Retire- 
tion  of  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  of  America  WMbk«- 
by  General  Washington,  and  his  voluntary  retirement  *»»  *'«>™ 

.  .  i.i-  «    1  1  .  1  1         public  Ufa, 

mto  private  life.     Modem  history  has  not  so  spotless  His  perfact 
a  character  to  commemorate.     Invincible  in  resolu- ^J^J^lS- 
tion,  firm  in  conduct,  incorruptible  in  integrity,  he  »^i«  ^«- 
bronght  to  the  helm  of  a  victorious  republic  the  sim-  address  to 
plicity  and  innocence  of  rural  life;  he  was  forced J^^'^^" 


*  The  elegant  flattery  of  France  ^plied  to  the  Empren  the  noble 

lines  of  Voltaire  in  Semiramis,  perhaps  written  with  that  very  view. 

Qtt«  de  Semirmmis  ies  b«auz  Joun  pldns  d«  gloirt 

Eflkemt  oe  momrat  beureaz  on  nudheureux 

Qoi  d*an  fktal  hymen  brisn  !•  Joug  aArecux, 

Nbiiu,  va  Tooa  perdant  Hftdame,  eut  p«rdn  Babjlonet 

Pour  le  Men  de«  mortels  voos  prsTintes  ses  coups, 

Bnbjlooe  et  la  terre  avaioit  beaoln  de  rous : 

Bt  qnime  ana  de  virtus  et  de  travaux  utiles, 

Les  arides  deserts  par  vos  soins  rendu  fcrtiles, 

Les  sattTsges  hnnudns  sounis  I  tos  vols, 

Les  arts  dans  nos  cMt  naissant  i  voire  toIx, 

Ces  hardis  monumens  que  l*unlTers  admire, 

Les  acclamations  da  cet*  puissant  empire, 

Soot  autant  de  temdins  dont  le  eri  glorieux 

A  depoB^  poor  toos  an  tribunal  des  dieux. 

StwUromii,  Act  I.  Soene  V. 
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CHAP,   into  greatness  by  circumstances,  rather  tlian  led  into 
^^'*     it  by  inclination,  and  prevailed  over  his  enemies 


pen,  803. 


1796.  i^t.her  by  the  wisdom  of  his  designs,  and  the  perse- 
verance of  his  character,  than  any  extraordinary 
1796.^*^*'  genius  for  the  art  of  war.  A  soldier  from  necessity 
and  patriotism,  rather  than  disposition,  he  was  the 
first  to  recommend  a  return  to  pacific  counsels  when 
the  independence  of  his  country  was  secured;  and 
luT  nw!  t^q^^athed  to  his  countrymen  an  address  on  leaving 
state  Piir  their  government,  to  which  there  is  no  composition 
of  uninspired  wisdom  which  can  bear  a  comparison.^* 

*  This  great  man  observes,  in  that  admirable  composition :  **  To- 
wards ihe  preservation  of  jonr  govemmenty  and  tbe  permanence  of  jronr 
present  happj  state,  it  is  requisite  not  only  that  yon  disoonntenaDCS 
irregular  oppositions  to  its  acknowledged  anthority^  .but  also  that  yon 
resist  with  care  the  spirit  of  innovation  upon  its  principles,  however 
specious  the  pretexts.  One  method  of  assault  may  be  to  eflfoct  in  the 
forms  of  the  constitution  alterations  which  will  impair  the  eneigy  of 
the  system,  and  thus  to  undermine  what  cannot  be  directly  overthrown. 
In  aU  the  changes  to  which  you  may  be  invited,  remember  that  time 
and  habit  are  at  least  as  necessary  to  ^^  the  true  character  of  govern- 
ments, as  of  other  human  institutions ;  that  experiment  is  the  sorest 
standard  by  which  to  test  the  real  tendency  of  the  existing  constitution 
of  a  country ;  that  facility  in  changes,  upon  the  mere  credit  of  hjpo- 
thesis  and  opinion,  exposes  to  perpetual  change,  from  the  endless  va- 
riety of  hypothesis  and  opinion ;  and  remember  espedaUy,  that,  for  the 
efficient  management  of  your  common  interests,  in  a  country  so  exten- 
sive as  ours,  a  government  of  as  much  vigour  as  is  consistent  with  the 
perfect  security  of  liberty  is  indispensable.  Liberty  itself  wiU  find  in 
such  a  government,  with  powers  properly  distributed  and  adjusted,  iti 
surest  guardian.  It  is  indeed  little  else  than  a  name,  where  the  govern- 
ment is  too  feeble  to  withstand  the  enterpriices  of  faction,  to  confine  etch 
member  of  the  society  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  laws,  and  to 
maintain  all  in  the  secure  and  tranquil  eigoyment  of  the  rights  of  person 
and  property. 

"  Let  me  now  warn  you,  in  the  most  solemn  manner^  against  the 
baneful  effects  of  the  spirit  of  party  generally.  It  is  unfortunately  in- 
separable from  our  nature,  having  its  roots  in  the  strongest  passions  of 
the  human  mind.  It  exists  under  different  shapes  in  aU  governments, 
more  or  less  stifled,  controUed,  or  oppressed,  but  in  those  of  the  popolar 
form  it  is  seen  in  its  greatest  rankness,  and  it  is  truly  their  worst  enemy. 
The  alternate  dominion  of  one  faction  over  another,  sharpened  by  the 
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He  was  modest  without  diiBdence ;  sensible  to  the  chap. 
voice  of  fame  without  vanity ;  independent  and  dig-  ^^^' 
nified  without  either  asperity  or  pride.  He  was  a  x796. 
friend  to  liberty,  but  not  licentiousness ;  not  to  the 
dreams  of  enthusiasts,  but  to  those  practical  ideas 
which  America  had  inherited  from  her  English  de- 
scent, and  which  were  opposed  to  nothing  so  much  as 
the  extravagant  love  of  power  in  the  French  demo- 
cracy. Accordingly,  after  having  signalized  his  life 
by  successful  resistance  to  English  oppression,  he 
closed  it  by  the  warmest  advice  to  cultivate  the 
firiendship  of  Great  Britain ;  and  by  his  casting  vote, 
shortly  before  his  resignation,  ratified  a  treaty  of 
friendly  and  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
mother  country  and  its  emancipated  offspring.  He 
was  a  Cromwell  without  his  ambition ;  a  Sylla  with- 
out his  crimes :  and,  after  having  raised  his  country, 
by  his  exertions,  to  the  rank  of  an  independent  state, 
closed  his  career  by  a  voluntary  relinquishment  of 
the  power  which  a  grateful  people  had  bestowed.  If 
it  is  the  highest  glory  of  England  to  have  given  birth, 
even  amidst  Transatlantic  wilds,  to  such  a  man ;  and 
if  she  cannot  number  him  among  those  who  have 
extended  her  provinces  or  augmented  her  dominions, 
she  may  at  least  feel  a  legitimate  pride  in  the  vic- 

^irit  of  rerenge  naturftl  to  party  diBsension,  which  in  difierent  ages  and 
coimtries  has  perpetrated  the  most  horrid  enormities^  is  itself  a  most 
horrid  despotism.  Bat  ^his  leads  at  length  to  a  more  formal  and  per- 
msnent  despotism.  The  disorders  and  miseries  which  result,  gradaallj 
incline  the  minds  of  men  to  seek  security  and  repose  in  the  absolute 
power  of  a  single  indiyidual ;  and  sooner  or  later  the  chief  of  some  pre- 
Tsiling  faction,  more  able,  or  more  fortunate  than  his  competitors,  turns 
this  despotism  to  the  purposes  of  his  own  eleyation,  on  the  ruins  of  pub- 
lic liberty."  What  words,  to  be  spoken  by  the  founder  of  the  American 
Bepublic,  the  refuser  of  the  American  crown,  at  a  time  when  the  career 
of  Napoleon  had  hardly  commenced  in  Europe ! — See  Ann.  Reg,  zxzTiiL 
298 ;  SUtU  Papert. 
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CHAP,    tones  whicH  site  achieved,  and  the  great  qualities 

]_  which  he  exhibited,  in  the  contestwithherself ;  and  m- 

1796.  dulge  with  satisfaction  in  the  reflection,  that  that  vast 
empire,  which  neither  the  ambition  of  Louis  XIV. 
nor  the  power  of  Napoleon,  could  dismember,  re- 
ceived its  first  shock  from  the  courage  which  she 
had  communicated  to  her  own  offspring ;  and  that, 
amidst  the  convulsions  and  revolutions  of  other  states, 
real  liberty  has  arisen  in  that  country  alone,  which 
inherited  in  its  veins  the  genuine  principles  of  Bri- 
tish freedom. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

INTERNAL  TRANSACTIONS  AND  NAVAL  CAMPAIGN 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  IN  1797. 

ARGUMENT. 

SvldtBt  mppnmch  of  •  Crliii  in  the  War^-Glooqj  Af pact  of  Pablic  Alfkln  in  Bog- 
land  in  tho  beginning  of  1797 — Crisis  of  the  Bank — Important  Order  in  Conncil  sui-  CHAP. 
pending  Cash  Pajmenta — Debates  on  the  subject  in  Parliament — Bill  perpetuating  XXII. 
this  Sospanclon  brought  in  and  carried  bj  Mr  Pitt ;  at  first  tcmporarj,  then  till  tho  — — — 
Coodnsion  of  tho  War— Immense  Consequence  of  this  change — Double  set  of  Causes  \  797* 
which  sAct  the  Value  of  GoTcmment  Paper— Parliamentaiy  Reform  is  brou^t  for- 
ward  bj  Mr  Grej — Hie  Plan  of  Reformt  and  Arguments  in  support  of  it — Arguments 
0B  the  other  side  hj  Mr  Pitt— It  Is  rtjected  hj  Parliament— Reflections  on  this  Sub* 
Jeet— Difference  between  Redress  of  Orieranoes  and  Concessions  to  Clamour — ^Argu* 
ments  for  and  against  a  Continuance  of  the  War — Supplies  Toted  for  the  Tear — Naral 
Prtparations  of  France  and  Spain — Mutiny  in  the  Fleet — Origin  of  the  Discontents  in 
the  Navy— First  breaks  out  in  the  Channel  Fleet— Perfect  Order  maintained  bj  the 
lasnrfsnts — The  demands  of  the  Fleet  are  granted  hj  Goremment,  and  Lord  Howe 
St  length  sneceeds  in  restoring  Discipline — Alarming  Mutiny  at  the  Nore — DreadAal 
Csostemation  in  London — Firmness  of  the  King  and  Goremment — Noble  Conduct  of 
Parliament — Bill  against  the  Mutineers  passes  by  a  great  minority — The  Insurgents 
become  divided — Patriotic  conduct  of  the  Channel  Fleet — The  Mutineers  at  length 
sabndt — Parker  is  tried  and  executed — Admirable  conduct  of  Mr  Pitt  on  the  occasion 
—(Borioos  Firmness  of  Admiral  Duncan  at  this  Crisis — The  Mutiny  was  totally  nn- 
eonaeeted  with  France— Battle  of  St  Vincent's — First  Appearance  of  Nelson  and 
Oollingwoed— Their  Glorious  Successes — Action  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Flee^-« 
Gnat  BAct  produced  in  Europe  by  this  Victory — Birth  and  Parentsge  of  Ndson^- 
tDs  Charseter  and  Failings — Biography  and  Character  of  Lord  St  Vincent — Biography 
of  Lord  Howe,  and  his  Character— Biography  of  Duncan,  and  his  Character — Great 
Pnpantlona  of  the  Dntdi— Battle  of  Csmperdown — Gallant  Reslstanoe  of  De  Winter 
^Results  of  the  Battle— Immense  Bflbct  of  this  Victory— Honours  beetowed  on  Ad- 
■irst  Duncan  and  Sir  John  Jarrie — AbortiTe  Descent  in  Pembroke  Bay — Capture  of 
Trinidad— Death  of  Mr  Bnrko— His  Character— And  "^ews  on  the  French  Berolntion. 

• 

Although  the  war  had  now  continued  four  years, 
and  it  was  obvious  to  all  the  world  that  England 
and  France  were  the  principals  in  the  contest,  yet 
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CHAP,    these  two  states  had  not  as  yet  come  into  immediate 
]_  and  violent  collision.     Inferior  powers  required  to 


1707.    ^®  struck  down,  weaker  states  to  be  removed  from 

the  combat,  before  the  leaders  of  the  fight  dealt  their 

Evident     blows  at  cach  other ;  like  the  champions  of  chivahy, 

approech    ^j^q  worc  Separated  in  the  commencement  of  the 

of  a  crisis  ■*■      ,  , 

in  the  war.  affray  by  subordinate  knights,  and  did  not  engage  in 
mortal  conflict  till  the  field  was  covered  with  the 
dead  and  the  dying.  The  period,  however,  was  now 
approaching,  when  this  could  no  longer  continue,  for 
the  successes  of  France  had  been  such  as  to  compel 
Britain  to  fight,  not  merely  for  victory,  but  existence. 
All  the  allies  with  whom,  and  for  whose  protection 
she  had  engaged  in  the  contest,  were  either  struggUng 
in  the  extremity  of  disaster,  or  openly  arrayed  under 
the  banners  of  her  enemies.  Austria,  after  a  despe- 
rate and  heroic  resistance  in  Italy,  was  preparing 
for  the  defence  of  her  last  barriers  in  the  passes  of 
the  Alps.  Holland  was  virtually  incorporated  with 
the  conquering  Republic.  Spain  had  recently  joined 
its  forces ;  the  whole  continent,  from  the  Texel  to 
Gibraltar,  was  arrayed  against  Great  Britain,  and  all 
men  were  sensible  that,  in  spite  of  her  maritime  su- 
periority, she  had  in  the  preceding  winter  narrowly 
escaped  invasion  in  the  most  vulnerable  quarter,  and 
owed  to  the  winds  and  the  waves  her  exemption 
from  the  horrors  of  civil  war. 

The  aspect  of  public  affairs  in  Britain  had  never 
Gloomy  been  so  clouded  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
^1^^^    nor  indeed  during  the  whole  of  the  19th  century,  as 

E^^*d     *^®y  ^^^^  ^^  *^^  opening  of  the  year  1797.     The 

in  the  be-   rcturu  of  Lord  Malmesbury  from  Paris  had  closed 

ginning  of  eycry  hope  of  terminating  a  contest,  in  which  the 

national  burdens  were  daily  increasing,  while  the 

prospect   of   success  was  continually   diminishing. 
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Party  spirit  raged  with  uncommon  violence  in  every    chap. 
part  of  the  empire.     Insurrections  prevailed  in  many    ^^^'' 


districts  of  Ireland,  discontents  and  suffering  in  all ;  X797. 
commercial  embarrassments  were  rapidly  increasing, 
and  the  continued  pressure  on  the  baiik  threatened  a 
total  dissolution  of  public  credit.  The  consequence 
of  this  accumulation  of  disasters  was  a  rapid  fall  of 
the  public  securities ;  the  three  per  cents  were  sold 
as  low  as  51,  having  fallen  to  that  from  98,  at  which 
they  stood  shortly  before  the  commencement  of  the 
contest  in  1792 ;  petitions  for  a  change  of  ministers 
and  an  alteration  of  government  were  presented  from 
almost  every  city  of  note  in  the  empire,  and  that 
general  distrust  and  depression  prevailed  which  is  at  i  xnn.  Reg. 
once  the  cause  and  the  effect  of  public  misfortune.^    JJ®^*  ^*®' 

The  first  of  these  disasters  was  one  which,  in  a 
despotic  state  unacquainted  with  the  unlimited  con-  criau  of 
fidence  in  government  that,  in  a  free  state,  results  ^^^|^^ 
from  Ions-continued  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  its  in  ccmncu 
engagements,  woald  have  proved  fatal  to  the  credit  ^T^' 
of  government.     For  a  lotig  period  the  Bank  had  "•''*•• 
experienced  a  pressure  for  money,  owing  partly  to 
the  demand  fot  gold  and  silver  which  resulted  from 
the  distresses  of  commerce,  and  partly  to  the  great 
drains  upon  the  specie  of  the  country,  which  the 
extensive   loans  to  the   Imperial  government  had 
occasioned,  and  the  vast  expenditure  of  the  Repub- 
lican and  Austrian  armies  in  Italy  and  Germany 
had  required.     Their  requisitions  and  contributions, 
all  of  which  required  to  be  paid  in  cash,  occasioned 
a  prodigious  demand  for  the  precious  metals  on  the 
Continent,  and  occasioned  of  course  a  corresponding 
drain  on  this  country.     So  early  as  January  1795, 
the  influence  of  these  causes  was  .so  severely  felt, 
that  the  Bank  Directors  informed  the  Chancellor  of 
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CHAP,    the  Exchequer  that  it  was  their  wish  that  he  would 
^^^^    so  arrange  his  finances  as  not  to  depend  on  any 
jygi^     further  assistance  from  them ;  but  the  necessity  of 
remitting  the  subsidies  to  Austria  in  cash,  rendered 
this  impossible.     It  proved,  however,  such  a  drain 
to  the  Bank,  that,  during  the  whole  of  that  and  the 
following  year,  the  peril  of  the  continued  advances 
for  the  Imperial  loans  was  strongly  and  earnestly  re- 
presented to  government.     The  pressure  arising  from 
these  causes,  severely  experienced  through  the  whole 
of  1796,  was  brought  to  a  crisis  in  the  close  of  that 
year,  by  the  run  upon  the  country  banks,  which  arose 
from  the  dread  of  invasion,  and  the  anxiety  of  every 
man  to  convert  his  paper  into  cash  in  the  troubled 
times  which  seemed  to  be  approaching.   These  banks, 
as  the  only  means  of  averting  bankruptcy,  appUed 
from  all  quarters  to  the  bank  of  England ;  the  panic 
speedily  gained  the  metropolis,  and  such  was  the  run 
upon  that  establishment,  that  they  were  in  the  last 
week  of  February  reduced  to  payment  in  sixpences, 
and  were  on  the  verge  of  insolvency.     An  order  in 
Council  was  then,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  interposed 
96th  Feb.   ^^^  their  relief,  suspending  all  payments  in  cash,  until 
t^^  nut  *^®  sense  of  Parliament  could  be  taken  upon  the  best 
1797, 179-' means  of  restoring  the  circulation,  and  supporting  the 
^^^'         public  and  commercial  credit  of  the  country.^ 

This  great  and  momentous  measure,  fraught  with 

Debates  on  such  lasting  and  important  consequences  to  the  pros- 

ii^I^^  perity  and  fabric  of  society  in  Great  Britain,  was 

ment.        immediately  made  the  subject  of  anxious  and  vehe- 

^     ment  debate  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament.     On  the 

one  hand,  it  was  urged  that  this  suspension  of  credit 

was  not  owing  to  any  temporary  disasters,  but  to 

deep,  progressive,  and  accumulating  causes ;  which 

all  thinking  men  had  long  deplored,  and  which  had 
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grown  to  a  head  under  the  unhappy  confidence  which    chap. 
the  House  had  reposed  in  the  King^s  ministers ;  that    ^^"' 


the  real  cause  of  this  calamity  was  to  be  found  in  the  x797« 
excessive  and  extravagant  expenditure  in  all  depart* 
ments  of  government,  and  the  enormous  loans  to 
foreign  states ;  that  the  consequences  of  this  measure 
were  certain,  and  might  be  seen  as  in  a  mirror  in  the 
adjoining  Republic  of  France,  They  necessarily 
produced  a  constant  fall  in  the  value  of  bank-notes, 
a  rise  in  the  price  of  all  the  articles  of  human  con- 
samption,  augmented  expenditure,  and  a  continuance 
of  the  frantic  and  costly  expeditions,  from  which 
both  the  national  honour  and  security  had  already  so 
severely  suffered.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  con- 
tended by  the  friends  of  administration,  that  it  never 
was  the  intention  of  government  to  make  bank-notes 
a  legal  tender ;  that  the  measure  adopted  waa  not  a 
permanent  regulation,  but  a  temporary  expedient  to 
enable  the  bank  to  gain  time  to  meet  the  heavy  de- 
mands which  unexpected  circumstances  had  brought 
upon  it ;  that  the  bank  of  England  was  perfectly  able 
ultimately  to  make  good  all  its  engagements,  and  so 
the  public  had  already  become  convinced,  in  the 
short  interval  which  had  elapsed  since  the  Order  in 
Council  was  issued ;  that  it  was  indispensable,  how- 
ever, that  Parliament  should  be  satisfied  of  this  sol- 
vency, and  the  necessity  which  existed  for  the  mea- 
sure which  was  adopted,  and  therefore  that  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  secret  committee,  to  report 
on  the  funds  and  engagements  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  its  ultimate  ipari.  Hist, 
reguktion.^  ^'^^' 

This  measure  having  been  carried  by  Mr  Pitt,  a 
committee  was  appointed,  which  reported  shortly 
after  that  the  funds  of  the  Bank  were  L.17,697,000, 
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CHAP,   while  its  debts  were  only  L.  13,770,000,  leaving  a 
^^"'    balance  of  L.3,800,000  in  favour  of  the  establish- 


1797.  ment ;  but  that  it  was  necessary,  for  a  limited  time, 
Biu  perpe-  to  suspeud  the  cash  payments.  Upon  this,  a  bill  for 
I^TCMio^  the  restriction  of  payments  in  specie  was  introduced, 
at  first  which  provided,  that  bank-notes  should  be  received 
and^t"^'  as  a  legal  tender  by  the  collectors  of  taxes,  and  have 
J^^  ^  the  eflFect  of  stopping  the  issuing  of  arrest  on  mesne 
manent  procoss  for  payment  of  debt  between  man  and  man. 
The  bill  was  limited  in  its  operation  to  the  24th 
'  Ann.  R«g.  Juuc  j  but  it  was  aftcrwards  renewed  from  time  to 
1707, 192,  ^j^^  .  ^^^  ^^  November  1797,  continued  till  the 

Pari.  Hi  t.  conclusion  of  a  general  peace ;  and  the  obligation  on 
304,  and  '  the  bank  to  pay  in  specie  was  never  again  imposed 
^^        till  Sir  Robert  Peel's  act  in  1819.^ 

Such  was  the  commencement  of  the  paper  system 
Immense  in  Gfrcat  Britain,  which  ultimately  produced  such 
MB^^u  astonishing  effects ;  which  enabled  the  empire  to 
change,  carry  on  for  so  long  a  period  so  costly  a  war,  and  to 
maintain  for  years  armaments  greater  than  had  been 
raised  by  the  Roman  people  in  the  zenith  of  their 
power;  which  brought  the  struggle  at  length  to  a 
triumphant  issue,  and  arrayed  all  the  forces  of  Eas- 
tern £urop€^  in  English  pay,  against  France,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine.  To  the  same  system  must  be 
ascribed  ultimate  effects  as  disastrous,  as  the  imme- 
diate were  beneficial  and  glorious ;  the  continued  and 
progressive  rise  of  rents,  the  unceasing,  and  to  many 
calamitous,  fall  in  the  value  of  money ;  increased 
expenditure,  the  growth  of  sanguine  ideas  and  ex- 
travagant habits  in  all  classes  of  society :  unbounded 
speculation,  prodigious  profits,  and  frequent  disas- 
ters among  the  commercial  rich :  increased  wages, 
general  prosperity,  and  occasional  depression  among 
the  labouring  poor  :  a  vacillation  of  prices,  unparal- 
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leled  in  any  age  of  the  world,  a  creation  of  property    chap. 
in  some,  and  destruction  of  it  in  others,  which  equal-      ^^^' 


ment 
paper. 


led,  in  its  ultimate  consequences,  all  hut  the  disasters    1797. 
of  a  revolution. 

When  government"  paper  is  made,  either  directly, 
or  hy  implication,  a  legal  tender  in  all  the  trans- Double  set 
actions  of  life,  two  different  causes  may  conspire  to  Jfi^^^. 
affect  prices,  tending  to  the  same  effect,  but  in  very  f«ct  the 
different  degrees.  The  first  is  the  general  fall^  in  oo^- 
the  value  of  money,  and  consequent  rise  in  the  price 
of  every  article  of  life,  which  results  from  the  unre- 
strained issue  of  paper ;  and  this  effect  takes  place 
without  any  distrust  in  government,  from  the  mere 
increase  in  the  circulating  medium,  when  compared 
with  the  commodities  in  the  general  market  of  the 
nation  which  it  represents,  or  is  destined  in  its  trans- 
mission from  hand  to  hand  to  purchase.  This  change 
of  prices  proceeds  on  the  same  principles,  and  arises 
from  the  same  causes,  as  the  fall  in  the  money  price 
of  grain  or  cattle,  from  an  excess  in  .the  supply  of 
these  articles  in  the  market.  The  second  is  the 
far  greater,  and  sometimes  unbounded  depreei^tion, 
which  arises  from  distrust  in  the  ultimate  solvency 
of  government,  or  the  means  which  the  nation  pos- 
sesses of  making  good  its  engagements.  To  this  fall 
no  limits  can  be  assigned,  because  government  may 
not  be  deemed  capable  of  discharging  a  hundredth 
part  of  its  debts :  whereas  the  variation  of  prices 
arising  from  the  former,  seldom  exceeds  a  duplica- 
tion of  their  wonted  amount :  an  effect,  however, 
which  is  perfectly  sufficient,  if  continued  for  any 
considerable  time,  to  make  one-half  of  the  property 
of  the  kingdom  change  hands. 
'  The  true  test  of  the  former  effect  is  to  be  found  in 
a  general  rise  in  the  prices  of  every  commodity,  but 
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CHAP.   witHout  any  difference  between  the  money  value 
when  paid  in  specie  and  when  paid  in  paper ;  the 


1797.    mark  of  the  latter  is,  not  only  a  rise  in  prices,  even 
True  test    whoH  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  but  an  extraordinary 
88  to  which  difference  between  prices  when  discharged  in  a  paper 
tion.         and  a  metallic  currency.     Notwithstanding  all  that 
the  spirit  of  party  may  have  alleged,  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  ever  been  any  traces  of  the  latter 
effect  in  this  country ;  or  that  at  any  period  a  higher 
price  was  exacted  for  articles  w]ien  paid  in  bank- 
notes than  in  gold ;  whereas,  in  France,  when  the 
credit  of  government  was  almost  extinct,  a  dinner 
» T^.  xiii.  which,  when  paid  in  gold,  cost  a  louis,^  could  only 
be  discharged  in  assignats  for  twenty-eight  thousand 
francs.     But  the  former  consequences  prevailed  long, 
and  with  the  most  widenspread  effects,  in  this  coun- 
try.    Every  article  of  life  was  speedily  doubled  in 
price,  and  continued  above  twenty  years  at  that  high 
standard;  and,  upon  the  recurrence  to  a  metallic 
currency  in  1819,  the  distress  and  suffering  among 
the  industrious  classes  long  exceeded  any  thing  ever 
before  witnessed  in  our  history. 

The  Opposition  deemed  this  a  favourable  oppor- 
ParUa^  tuuity  to  bring  forward  their  favourite  project  of 
mentary     Parliamentary  Reform  :  as  the  disasters  of  the  war. 

Reform  *  n  t  t         -%        t 

brought  the  suspension  of  cash  payments  by  the  bank,  the 
mToJ^j^^  mutiny  of  the  fleet,  which  will  be  immediately  no- 
ticed, and  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to  negotiate  with 
France,  had  filled  all  men^s  minds  with  consterna- 
tion,  and  disposed  many  true  patriots  to  doubt  the 
possibility  of  continuing  the  present  system.  On 
scthMay.  the  26th  May,  Mr,  afterwards  Earl  Grey,  brought 
forward  his  promised  motion  for  a  change  in  the 
system  of  representation,  which  is  chiefly  remarkable 
as  containing  the  outlines  of  that  vast  scheme  which 
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convulsed  the  nation  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  chap. 
affairs  in  1831,  and  subsequently  made  so  great  a  ^^"* 
change  on  the  British  constitution.  He  proposed  1797, 
that  the  qualification  for  county  electors  should  re- 
main as  it  was,  but  that  the  members  they  returned 
should  be  increased  from  92  to  113;  that  the  fran- 
chise should  be  extended  to  copyholders,  and  lease- 
holders holding  leases  for  a  certain  duration;  and 
that  the  whole  remainder  of  the  members,  400  in 
number,  should  be  returned  by  one  description  of 
persons  alone,  namely  householders.  He  proposed 
further,  that  the  elections  should  be  taken  over  the 
whole  kingdom  at  once,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
smaller  boroughs  be  disfranchised.  By  this  scheme, 
he  contended,  the  landowners,  the  merchants,  and 
all  the  respectable  classes  of  the  community,  would 
be  adequately  represented ;  and  those  only  excluded 
whom  no  man  would  wish  to  see  retain  their  place  in 
the  legislature,  namely,  the  nominees  of  great  fami- 
lies, who  obtained  seats,  not  for  the  public  good,  but 
their  private  advantage.  Mr  Erskine,  who  seconded 
the  motion,  further  argued,  in  an  eloquent  speech, 
that,  from  the  gradual  and  growing  influence  of  the 
Crown,  the  House  of  Commons  had  become  perverted 
from  its  original  office,  which  was  that  of  watching 
with  jealous  care  over  the  other  branches  of  the 
legislature,  into  the  ready  instrument  of  their  abuses 
and  encroachments ;  that  there  was  now  a  deep  and 
wide-spread  spirit  of  disaffection  prevalent  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  which  rendered  it  absolutely 
indispensable  that  their  just  demands  should  be  con- 
ceded in  time ;  that  further  resistance  would  drive 
them  into  republicanism  and  revolution;  that  the 
head  of  the  government  itself  had  once  declared,  that 
no  upright  or  useful  administration  could  exist  while 
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CHAP,   the  House  was  constituted  as  it  then  was ;  that  the 
*    voice  of  complaint  could  not  be  silenced  by  a  sullen 


1797.  I'eAis&l  to  remedy  the  grievance,  and  though  this  road 
might  be  pursued  for  a  season,  that  the  end  of  these 
things  was  death.  ^^  Give,  on  the  other  hand,^^  said 
he,  ^^  to  the  people  the  blessings  of  the  constitution, 
and  they  will  join  with  ardour  in  its  defence ;  and 
the  power  of  the  disaffected  be  permanently  crippled, 

*  Pari.  Hist,  by  Severing  from  them  all  the  rational  and  virtuous 

x^.  646,  ^f  jj^^  community."^ 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  by  Mr  Pitt, 
Arguments  that  the  real  question  was  not  whether  some  altersr 
b^^i^b^Fitt.tion  in  the  system  of  representation  might  not  be 
l'^^^'**  attended  with  advantage,  but  whether  the  degree  of 
pariia-      benefit  was  worth  the  chance  of  the  mischief  it  might 
™®'***        possibly,  or  would  probably  induce.      That  it  was 
clearly  not  prudent  to  give  an  opening  to  principles 
which  would  never  be  satisfied  with  any  concession, 
but  would  make  every  acquisition  the  means  of  de- 
manding with  greater  effect  still  more  extensive  ac- 
quisitions ;  that  the  fortress  of  the  constitution  was 
now  beleagured  on  all  sides,  and  to  surrender  the 
outworks  would  only  render  it  soon  impossible  to 
maintain  the  defence  of  the  body  of  the  place ;  that 
he  had  himself  at  one  period  been  a  reformer,  and  he 
would  have  been  so  still,  had  men^s  minds  been  in  a 
calm  and  settled  state,  and  had  he  been  secure  that 
they  would  rest  content  with  the  redress  of  real  grie- 
vances ;  but  since  the  commencement  of  the  French 
Revolution,  it  was  too  plain  that  this  was  very  far 
indeed  from  being  the  case.     That  it  was  impossible 
to  believe  that  the  men  who  remained  unmoved  by 
the  dismal  spectacle  which  their  principles  had  pro- 
duced in  a  neighbouring  state — who,  on  the  contrary, 
rose  and  fell  with  the  success  or  decline  of  Jacobin- 
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ism  in  every  country  of  Europe — ^were  actuated  by   chap. 
similar  views  with  those  who  prosecuted  the  cause  of    ^^^^' 
reform  as  a  practical  advantage,  and  maintained  it  on    I'jgj, 
constitutional  views ;  and  he  could  never  give  credit 
to  the  assertion,  that  the  temper .  of  moderate  refor- 
mers would  induce  them  to  make  common  cause  with 
the  irreconcilable  enemies  of  the  constitution.     That 
Reform  was  only  a  disguise  assumed  to  conceal  the 
approaches  of  Revolution ;  and  that  rapine,  conflar- 
gration,  and  murder  were  the  necessary  attendants 
on  any  innovation  since  the  era  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, which  had  entirely  altered  the  grounds  on 
which  the  question  of  Reform  was  rested,  and  the 
class  of  men  by  whom  it  was  espoused.     That  these 
objections  applied  to  any  alteration  of  the  govern- 
ment in  the  present  heated  state  of  men's  minds ;  but, '  Pftri.Hist. 
in  addition  to  that,  the  specific  plan  now  brought  e46, 734. ' 
forward,  was  both  highly  exceptionable  in  theory,  ^-od  J^'^  ^^^^ 
unsupported  by  experience.    On  a  division,  Mr  Grey's  R«k.  1797, 
motion  wajs  lost  by  a  majority  of  258  against  93.^        «3,26i. 

In  deciding  on  the  difficult  question  of  Parliamen- 
tary Reform,  which  has  so  long  divided,  and  still  Reflection! 
divides,  so  many  able  men  in  the  country,  one  impor-J^  ^^' 
tant  consideration,  to  be  always  kept  in  mind,  is  the 
doable  effect  which  any  change  in  the  constitution 
of  government  must  always  produce,  and  the  opposite 
consequences  with  which,  according  to  the  temper  of 
the  times,  it  is  likely  to  be  followed.  In  so  far  as 
it  remedies  any  experienced  grievance,  or  supplies  a 
practical  defect,  or  concedes  powers  to  the  people 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  freedom,  it  necessarily 
does  good ;  in  so  far  as  it  excites  democratic  ambi- 
tion, confers  inordinate  power,  and  awakens  or  fos- 
ters passions  inconsistent  with  public  tranquillity,  it 
necessarily  does  mischief,  and  may  lead  to  the  disso- 

VOL.  III.  R 
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CHAP,    lution  of  society.     The  expedience  of  making  any 
^^^^'    considerable  change,  therefore,  depends  on  the  pro- 


1797.  portions  in  which  these  opposite  ingredients  are 
mingled  in  the  proposed  measure,  and  on  the  temper 
of  the  people  among  whom  it  is  to  take  place.  If 
the  real  grievance  is  great,  and  the  public  disposition 
unruffled,  save  by  its  continuance,  unalloyed  good 
may  be  expected  from  its  removal,  and  serious  peril 
from  a  denial  of  change  :  if  the  evil  is  inconsiderable 
or  imaginary,  and  the  people  in  a  state  of  excitement 
from  other  causes,  concession  to  their  demands  will 
probably  lead  to  nothing  but  increased  confusion, 
and  more  extravagant  expectations.  Examples  exist 
on  both  sides  of  the  rule ;  the  gradual  relaxation  of 
the  fetters  of  feudal  tyranny,  and  the  emancipation 
of  ^the  boroughs,  led  to  the  glories  of  European  civi- 
lization ;  while  the  concession  of  Charles  I.,  extorted 
by  the  vehemence  of  the  Long  Parliament,  brought 
that  unhappy  monarch  to  the  block ;  the  submission 
of  Louis  to  all  the  demands  of  the  States-General, 
did  not  avert,  but  rather  hastened,  his  tragic  fate : 
and  the  granting  of  emancipation  to  the  fierce  out- 
cry of  the  Irish  Catholics,  instead  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, brought  only  increased  agitation  and  more 
vehement  passions  to  the  peopled  shores  of  the  Eme- 
rald Isle. 

Applying  these  principles  to  the  question  of  Par- 
Differenoe  liamcntary  Reform,  as  it  was  then  agitated,  there 
^rwa'of  seems  no  doubt  that  the  changes  which  were  so  loudly 
grievances  demanded  could  not  have  redressed  any  considerable 

And  con-  * 

ceflsions  to  real  grievance,  or  removed  any  prolific  source  of  dis- 

ciamour.     cQ^tg^t ;  becausc  they  could  not  have  diminished  in 

any  great  degree  the  public  burdens  without  stopping 

the  war,  and  experience  has  proved  in  every  age, 

that  the  most  democratic  states,  so  far  from  being 
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pacific,  are  the  most  ambitious  of  military  renown,  chap. 
From  a  greater  infusion  of  popular  power  into  the  ^^^^' 
legislature,  nothing 'but  fiercer  wars  and  additional  1797, 
expenses  could  have  been  anticipated.  The  conces- 
sion, if  granted,  therefore,  would  neither  have  been 
to  impatience  of  sufifering,  nor  to  the  necessities  of 
.freedom,  but  to  the  desire  of  power  in  circumstances 
where  it  was  not  called  for ;  and  such  a  concession 
is  only  throwing  fuel  on  the  flame.  And  the  event 
has  proved  the  truth  of  these  principles;  reform 
was  refused  by  the  Commons  in  1797,  and  so  far 
from  being  either  enslaved  or  thrown  into  confu- 
sion, the  nation  became  daily  freer  and  more  united, 
and  soon  entered  on  a  splendid  and  unrivalled  career  . 
of  glory ;  it  was  conceded  by  the  Commons,  in  a 
period  of  comparative  tranquillity,  in  1831,  and  a 
century  will  not  develop  the  ultimate  effects  of  the 
change,  which,  hitherto  at  least,  has  done  any  thing 
rather  than  augment  the  securities  of  durable  liberty. 
Still  less  was  it  called  for  as  a  safeguard  to  real  free- 
dom, because,  though  it  was  constantly  refused  for 
four-and-thirty  years  afterwards,  the  power  of  the 
people  steadily  increased  during  that  period,  and  at 
length  efltected  a  great  democratic  alteration  in  the 
constitution. 

The  question  of  continuing  the  war  again  occu- 
pied a  prominent  place  in  the  debates  of  the  British  Argumente 
Parliament.     On  the  side  of  the  Opposition,  it  waSj^uJlt 
contended  that,  after  four  years  of  war,  the  addition  of  ^°**""*"« 
L.200,000,000  to  the  national  debt,  and  L.9,000,000 
annually  to  the  taxes,  the  nation  was  farther  than 
ever  from  achieving  the  objects  for  which  it  had 
been  undertaken ;  that  Holland  and  Flanders  had 
successively  yielded  to  the  arms  of  the  Republic, 
which,  like  Antaeus,  had  risea  stronger  from  every  ^. 
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CHAP,   fall ;  that  all  the  predictions  of  failure  in  its  resources 

]_  had  only  been  answered  by  increased  conquests  and 

1797.    more  splendid  victories;  that  the  minister  was  not 
sincere  in  his  desire  for  a  negotiation,  or  he  would 
have  proposed  very  different  terms  from  those  ac- 
tually offered,  and  to  which  it  was  impossible  to  ex- 
pect that  a  victorious  enemy  would  accede ;  that  the 
real  object,  it  was  evident,  was  only  to  gain  time,  to 
put  France  apparently  in  the  wrong,  and  throw  upon 
its  government  the  blame  of  continuing  hostilities, 
ip^iH^  which  had  been  unfortunately  gained  through  the 
3oth^**  diplomatic  skill  evinced  by  the  British  ministers  in 
1700.     '  the  course  of  a  negotiation  begun  with  the  most  hol- 

im,  ifil:  lo^  intentions,^ 

Mr  Pitt  lamented  the  sudden  and  unforeseen  stop 
Mr  Pitt's   P^^  ^  ^^^  negotiations,  by  which  he  had  fondly 
uMwer.     hoped  that  a  termination  would  be  put  to  a  contest 
into  which  we  had  been  unwillingly  dragged.     This 
failure  was  a  subject  of  regret  and  disappointment; 
but  it  was  regret  without  despondency,  and  disap- 
pointment without  despair.    "  We  wish  for  peace,^' 
said  he,  ^^  but  on  such  terms  as  will  secure  its  real 
blessings,  and  not  serve  as  a  cover  merely  to  secret 
preparations  for  renewed  hostilities ;  we  may  expect 
to  see,  as  the  result  of  the  conduct  we  have  pursued, 
England  united  and  France  divided ;  we  have  offered 
peace  on  the  condition  of  giving  up  all  our  conquests 
to  obtain  better  terms  for  our  allies ;  but  our  offers 
have  been  rejected,  our  ambassador  insulted,  and  not 
even  the  semblance  of  terms  offered  in  return.    In 
these  circumstances,  then,  are  we  to  persevere  in  the 
"Ptu'LHift.war  with  a  spirit  and  energy  worthy  of  the  English 
iTsel^BM.  ^^°^^9  ^^  to  prostrate  ourselves  at  the  feet  of  a  haughty 
30.  Ann.  and  supercilious  republic,'  to  do  what  they  require, 
163.'       '  and  submit  to  all  they  shaJl  impose?    I  hope  there 
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18  not  a  liand  in  his  Majesty's  councils  which  would   chap. 
sign  the  proposal,  that  there  is  not  a  heart  in  the    ^^^^' 
House  that  would  sanction  the  measure,  nor  an  indi-    ng^, 
vidual  in  the  British  dominions  who  would  serve  as 
coorier  on  the  occasion/' 

Parliament  having  determined,  bj  a  great  majority 
in  both  Houses,  to  continue  the  contest  with  vigour,  suppUM 
supplies  were  voted  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  ^^J*^  ^®' 
of  the  armaments  which  were  required.    The  sums"*'^- 
for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  in  two  successive  bud- 
gets, amounted,  exclusive  of  the  interest  of  the  debt, 
to  L.42,800,000.     In  this  immense  aggregate  were 
included  two  loans,  one  of  L.  18,000,000  and  an- 
other of  L.  16,000,000,  besides  an  Imperial  subsidy 
of  L.2,500,000,  guaranteed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment.   To  defray  the  interest  of  these  loans,  new 
taxes,  to  the  amount  of  L.2, 400,000  were  imposed. 
The  land  forces  voted  for  the  year  were  195,000  men, 
of  whom  61,000  were  in  the  British  islands,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  colonial  dependencies  of  the  empire. 
The  ships  in  commission  were  124  of  the  line,  eigh- 
teen of  fifty  guns,  180  frigates,  and  184  sloops.    This 
great  force,  however,  being  scattered  over  the  whole 
globe,  could  hardly  be  assembled  in  considerable 
strength  at  any  particular  point;    and  hence,  not- 
withstanding the  magnitude  of  the  British  navy  upon  i  xnn.  Reg. 
the  whole,  they  were  generally  inferior  to  their  ene-  J^^»  ^^» 
mies  in  every  engagement.  chxvm.  a 

On  the  other  hand,  the  naval  forces  of  France 
and  her  allies  had  now  become  very  considerable.  Naval  pi«- 
Nowise  discouraged  by  the  unfortunate  issue  of  the  S^JJ^, 
previous  attempt  against  Ireland,  the  indefatigable  «>d  c^p^ 
Tmguet  was  combining  the  means  of  bringing  an 
overwhelming  force  into  the  Channel.      Twenty- 
seven  ships  of  the  line  were  to  proceed  from  the 
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CHAP.    Spanish  shores,  raise  the  blockade  of  all  the  French 
^^^^*    harbours,  and  unite  with  the  Dutch  fleet  from  the 


I'jg'T     Texel,  in  the  Channel,  where  they  expected  to  assem- 
ble sixty-five  or  seventy  ships  of  the  line ;  a  force 
much  greater  than  any  which  England  could  oppose 
to  them  in  that  quarter.     To  frustrate  these  designs, 
she  had  only  eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  under  Lord 
Bridport,  in  the  Channel,  fifteen  under  Admiral  Jar- 
vis,  off  Corunna,  and  sixteen  under  Admiral  Duncan, 
off  the  Texel ;  in  all  forty-nine :  a  force  much  in- 
ferior to  those  of  the  enemy,  if  they  had  been  all 
joined  together,   and  sufficient  to  demonstrate  by 
what  a  slender  thread  the  naval  supremacy  of  Eng- 
1  Xnn  Re   ^^^^  ^^^  held,  at  the  very  time,  when  the  victories 
1707,94,    of  France   enabled   her  to  combine   against   these 
193.  ^™'*' islands  all  the  maritime  forces  of  Europe.^ 

But  great  as  this  peril  was,  it  was  rendered  iu- 
Mutiny  in  Comparably  more  alarming,  by  a  calamity  of  a  kind 
the  fleet,  a^^  jn  ^  quarter  where  it  was  least  expected.  This 
was  the  famous  Muitiny  in  the  Fleet,  which,  at  the 
very  time  that  the  enemies  of  England  were  most  for- 
midable, and  her  finances  most  embarrassed,  threat- 
ened to  deprive  her  of  her  most  trusty  defenders,  and 
brought  the  state  to  the  very  verge  of  destruction. 
Unknown  to  government,  or  at  least  without  their 
having  taken  it  into  serious  consideration,  a  feeling 
of  discontent  had  for  a  very  long  period  prevailed  in 
the  British  navy.  This  was,  no  doubt,  partly  brought 
to  maturity  by  the  democratic  and  turbulent  spirit 
which  had  spread  from  France  through  the  adjoin- 
ing states ;  but  it  had  its  origin  in  a  variety  of  real 
grievances  which  existed,  and  must,  if  unredressed, 
have  sooner  or  later  brought  on  an  explosion.  The 
sailors  complained  with  reason,  that  while  all  .the 
articles  of  life  had  more  than  doubled  in  price,  their 
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pay  had  not  been  aagmented  since   the  reign   of   chap. 
Charles  II. ;  that  prize-money  was  unequally  dis-    ^^^^' 
tributed,  and  an  undue  proportion  given  to  the  offi-    1797. 
cers ;  that  discipline  was  maintained  with  excessive 
and  undue  severity,   and  that  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  towards  the  men  was  harsh  and  revolting^ 
These  evils,  long  felt  and  murmured  against,  were 
rendered  more  exasperating  by  the  inflammatory 
acts  of  a  number  of  persons  of  superior  station, 
whom  the  general  distress  arising  from  commercial 
embarrassment  had  driven  into  the  navy,  and  who 
persuaded  the  sailors,  that,  by  acting  imanimously 
and  decidedly,  they  would  speedily  obtain  redress  of 
their  grievances.     The  influence  of  these  new  en- 
trants appeared  in  the  secrecy  and  ability  with  which  t  Ann.  Reg. 
the  measures  of  the  malcontents  were  taken,  and  the  IIV'J?''' 

208  209 

general  extension  of  the  conspiracy,  before  its  ex-  Jom.  x. 
istence  was  known  to  the  oflficers  of  the  fleet.^  *^'  ^^' 

The  prevalence  of  these  discontents  was  made 
known  to  Lord  Howe  and  the  Lords  of  the  Admi-  Pint 
ralty,  by  a  variety  of  anonymous  communications,  1*^^  ^^^ 
during  the  whole  spring  of  1797 ;  but  they  met  with  ^»nnei 
no  attention ;  and,  upon  enquiry  at  the  captains  of 
vessels,  they  were  so  ill  informed,  that  they  all  de- 
clared,   that  no  mutinous  disposition    existed   on 
board  of  their  respective  ships.     Meanwhile,  how- 
ever, a  vast  conspiracy,  unknown  to  them,  was  al- 
ready organized,  which  was  brought  to  maturity 
on  the  return  of  the  Channel  fleet  to  port  in  the 
beginning  of  April ;  and  on  the  signal  being  made  ffth  ApriL 
from  the  Queen  Charlotte,  by  Lord  Bridport,   to 
weigh  anchor  on  the  15th  of  that  month,  instead  of 
obeying,  its  crew  gave  three  cheers,  which  were  re- 
turned by  every  vessel  in  the  fleet,  and  the  red  flag 
of  mutiny  was  hoisted  on  every  mast-head.     In  this 
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CHAP,  perilous  crisis,  the  officers  of  the  fleet  exerted  them- 
selves  to  the  utmost  to  hring  back  their  crews  to  a 


1797.  state  of  obedience ;  but  all  their  efforts  were  in  vun. 
Meanwhile,  the  fleet  being  completely  in  possession 
of  the  insurgents,  they  used  their  power  firmly,  but 
to  the  honour  of  England  be  it  said,  with  humanity 
and  moderation;  order  and  discipline  were  univer- 
sally observed;  the  most  scrupulous  attention  was 
paid  to  the  officers ;  those  most  obnoxious  were  sent 
ashore  without  molestation ;  delegates  were  appoint- 
ed from  all  the  ships  to  meet  in  Lord  Howe^s  cabin, 
an  oath  to  support  the  common  cause  administered 
to  every  man  in  the  fleet,  and  ropes  reeved  to  the 
yard^rm  of  every  vessel  as  a  signal  of  the  punish- 
ment that  would  be  inflicted  on  those  that  betrayed 
8th  April,  it.  Three  days  afterwards  two  petitions  were  for- 
warded, one  to  the  Admiralty,  and  one  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  drawn  up  in  the  most  respectful,  and 
even  touching  terms,  declaring  their  unshaken  loyalty 
to  their  king  and  country,  but  detailing  the  grievances 
of  which  they  complained ;  that  their  pay  had  not 
been  augmented  since  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
though  every  article  of  life  had  advanced  at  least 
one-third  in  value;  that  the  pensions  of  Chelsea 
were  L.13,  while  those  of  Greenwich  still  remained 
>  Ann.  Reg.  at  L.7 ;  that  their  allowance  of  provisions  was  in- 
jom.'^'  sufficient,  and  that  the  -pay  of  wounded  seamen  was 
*^'         not  continued  till  they  were  cured  or  discharged.^ 

This  unexpected  mutiny  produced  the  utmost 
Tiie  d«.  alarm  both  in  the  country  and  the  government ;  and 
^fleet  ^^^  Board  of  Admiralty  was  immediately  transferred 
b^Sr***^  to  Portsmouth  to  endeavour  to  appease  it.  Earl 
govera-  Speucor  hastened  to  the  spot,  and  after  some  nego- 
"*"*'  tiation,  the  demands  of  the  fleet  were  acceded  to  by 
the  Admiralty,  it  being  agreed  that  the  pay  of  able- 
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bodied  seamen  should  be  raised  to  a  shilling  Srday ;   chap. 
that  of  petty  officers  and  ordinary  seamen  in  the  same    ^^^^ 


proportion,  and  the  Greenwich  pension  augmented    1707. 
to  ten  pounds.     This,  however,  the  seamen  refused  to 
accept,  unless  it  was  ratified  by  royal  proclamation 
and  act  of  Parliament ;  the  red  flag,  which  had  been  7th  May. 
stmck,  was  rehoisted,  and  the  fleet,  after  subordina- 
tion had  been  in  some  degree  restored,  again  broke 
oat  into  open  mutiny.     Oovemment,  upon  this,  sent 
down  Lord  Howe  to  reassure  the  mutineers,  and  con- 
vince them  of  the  good  faith  with  which  they  were 
animated.     The  personal  weight  of  this  illustrious 
man,  the  many  years  he  had  commanded  the  Channel 
fleet,  the  recollection  of  his  glorious  victory  at  its 
head,  all  conspired  to  induce  the  sailors  to  listen  to 
his  representations ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  assu- 
rance that  government  would  faithfully  keep  its 
promises,  and  grant  an  unlimited  amnesty  for  the 
past,  the  whole  fleet  returned  to  its  duty,  and  a  few 
days  afterwards  put  to  sea,  amounting  to  twenty-one  1  Ann.  R«g. 
ships  of  the  line,  to  resume  the  blockade  of  Brest  jj^^*^"' 
harbour.*  ^3,  so*. 

The  bloodless  termination  of  this  revolt,  and  the 
concession  to  the  seamen  of  what  all  felt  to  be  their  Aiaming 
just  demands,  diffused  a  general  joy  throughout  the  Se^^** 
nation ;  but  this  satisfaction  was  of  short  duration.  •^^  oon. 
On  the  22d  May  the  fleet  at  the  Nore,  forming  part  in  L<ni^ 
of  Lord  Duncan^s  squadron,  broke  out  into  open  mu-s3d  May. 
tiny,  and  on  the  6th  June  they  were  joined  by  alleth  junei 
the  vessels  of  that  fleet,  from  the  blockading  station 
off  the  Texel,  excepting  his  own  line-of-battle  ship 
and  two  frigates.     These  ships  drew  themselves  up 
in  order  of  battle  across  the  Thames,  stopped  all 
vessels  going  up  or  down  the  river,  appointed  dele- 
gates and  a  provisional  government  for  the  fleet,  and 
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CHAP,    compelled  the  ships,  whose  crews  were  thought  to  be 
^^^^'    wavering,  to  take  their  station  in  the  middle  of  the 


1797.  formidable  array.  At  the  head  of  the  insurrection 
was  a  man  of  the  name  of  Parker,  a  seaman  on  board 
the  Sandwich,  who  assumed  the  title  of  "  President 
of  the  Floating  Republic,"  and  was  distinguished  by 
undaunted  resolution  and  no  small  share  of  ability. 
Their  demands  related  chiefly  to  the  unequal  distri- 
1  Ann.  Reg.  butiou  of  prize-moncy,  which  had  been  overlooked 
2i5!'^jom.^y  *^®  Channel  mutineers;^  but  they  went  so  far  in 
X.  205.  other  respects,  and  were  couched  in  such  a  menacing 
strain,  as  to  be  justly  deemed  totally  inadmissible  by 
government.  At  intelligence  of  this  alarming  insur- 
rection, the  utmost  consternation  seized  all  classes 
in  the  nation.  Every  thing  seemed  to  be  failing  at 
once ;  their  armies  had  been  defeated,  the  bank  had 
suspended  payment,  and  now  the  fleet,  the  pride 
and  glory  of  England,  appeared  on  the  point  of  de- 
serting the  national  colours.  The  citizens  of  Lon- 
don dreaded  a  stoppage  of  the  colliers,  and  all  the 
usual  supplies  of  the  metropolis ;  the  public  credi- 
tors apprehended  the  speedy  dissolution  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  cessation  of  their  wonted  payments 
from  the  treasury.  Despair  seized  upon  the  firmest 
hearts;  and  such  was  the  general  panic,  that  the 
three  per  cents  were  sold  as  low  as  45,  after  having 
been  nearly  100  before  the  commencement  of  the 
*  Ann.  Reg.  war.     Ncvor,  during  the  whole  contest,  had  the  con- 

1797  215  • 

217.  "jom.  stemation  heen  so  great,  and  never  was  England 
X.  205.      placed  so  near  the  verge  of  destruction.' 

Fortunately  for  Great  Britain,  and  the  cause  of 

Firmness    freedom  throughout  the  world,  a  Monarch  was  on 

and^)^"^'^^  throne  whose  firmness  no  danger  could  shake, 

vernment.  and  a  Minister  at  the  helm  whose  capacity  was  equal 

to  any  emergency.    Perceiving  that  the  success  of 
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the  mutineers  in  the  Channel  fleet  had  augmented    chap. 
the  audacity  of  the  sailors,  and  given  rise  to  the ;_ 


present  formidable  insurrection,  and  conscious  that  1797, 
the  chief  real  grievances  had  been  redressed,  go- 
vernment resolved  to  make  a  stand,  and  adopted  the 
most  energetic  measures  to  face  the  danger.  All 
the  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  ivere  re- 
moved ;  Sheemess,  which  was  menaced  with  a  bom- 
bardment from  the  insurgent  ships,  was  garrisoned 
with  four  thousand  men ;  red-hot  balls  were  kept  in 
constant  readiness ;  the  fort  of  Tilbury  was  armed 
with  a  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  cannon ;  and  a  chain 
of  gun-boats  sunk  to  debar  access  to  the  harbour 
of  London.  These  energetic  measures  restored  the 
public  confidence ;  the  nation  rallied  round  a  monarch 
and  an  administration  who  were  not  wanting  to  them- 
selves in  this  extremity;  and  all  the  armed  men, 
sailors,  and  merchants  in  London,  voluntarily  took  ^  Ann.  neg: 
an  oath  to  stand  by  their  country  in  this  eventful  slV/  ^Jm. 
crisis.*  .  ^  2^- 

The  conduct  of  Parliament  on  this  trying  occasion 
was  worthy  of  its  glorious  history.     The  revolt  ofNoWecon- 
the  fleet  was  formally  communicated  to  both  Houses  ument!'*' 
by  the  King  on  the  1st  June,  and  immediately  taken  ^^  "8^"** 
into  consideration.     The  greater  part  of  the  Opposi-neen 
tion,  and  especially  Mr  Fox,  at  first  held  back,  and^^*^*^* 
seemed  rather  disposed  to  turn  the  public  danger  into 
the  means  of  overturning  the  administration;  but 
Mr  Sheridan  came  nobly  forward,  and  threw  the 
weight  of  his  great  name  and  thrilling  eloquence  into 
the  balance  in  favour  of  his  country,     "  Shall  we 
yield,"  said  he,  "  to  mutinous  sailors  ?    Never  ;  for 
in  one  moment  we  should  extinguish  three  centuries 
of  glory*"     Awakened  by  this  splendid  example 
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CHAP,  to  more  worthy  feelings,  the  Opposition  at  length 
^^^^\  joined  the  administration,  and  a  bill  for  the  sup- 


1797.    pi'^ssioi^  of  the  mutiny  passed  by  a  great  majority, 
through  both  Houses  of  Parliament.    By  this  act,  it 
was  declared  death  for  any  person  to  hold  communi- 
cation with  the  sailors  in  mutiny  after  the  revolt  had 
been  declared  by  proclamation ;  and  all  persoii^  who 
should  endeavour  to  seduce  either  soldiers  or  sailors 
from  their  duty  were  liable  to  the  same  punishment. 
This  bill  was  opposed  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  a 
few  of  the  most  violent  of  the  Opposition,  upon  the 
ground  that  conciliation  and  concession  were  the  only 
course  which  could  ensure  speedy  submission.     But 
Mr  Pitt's  reply — ^that  the  tender  feelings  of  these 
brave  but  misguided  men  were  the  sole  avenue  which 
remained  open  to  recall  them  to  their  duty,  and  that 
a  separation  from  their  wives,  their  children,  and 
1  Pari.  Deb.  their  country,  would  probably  induce  the  return  to 
JJ^g\|^*»duty  which  could  alone  obtain  a  revival  of  these  af- 
817.   Ann-fections — ^was  justly  deemed  conclusive,  and  the  bill 
819.'     '  accordingly  passed.^ 

Meanwhile  a  negotiation  was  conducted  by  the 
The  insur-  Admiralty,  who  repaired  on  the  first  alarm  to  Sheer- 
§Mde!r    ^®®^»  *^^  received  a  deputation  from  the  mutineers ; 
Pfttriotie    but  their  demands  were  so  unreasonable,  and  urged 
tibe  Ottii!^  in  so  threatening  a  manner,  that  they  had  the  ap- 
neineet.    pearanco  of  having  been  brought  forward  to  exclude 
all  accommodation,  and  justify,  by  their  refusal,  the 
immediate  recurrence  to  extreme  measures.     These 
parleys,  however,  gave  government  time  to  sow  dis- 
sension among  the  insurgents,  by  representing  the 
hopeless  nature  of  the  contest  with  the  whole  nation 
in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  the  unreasonable 
nature  of  the  demands  on  which  they  insisted.    By 
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degrees  they  became  sensible  that  they  had  engaged   chap. 
in  a  desperate  enterprize ;  the  whole  sailors  on  board ;_ 


the  Channel  fleet  gave  a  splendid  proof  of  genuine    1707. 
patriotism,  by  reprobating  their  proceedings,  and 
earnestly  imploring  them  to  return  to  their  duty. 
This  remonstrance,  coupled  with  the  energetic  con- 
duct of  both  Parliament  and  government,  and  the 
general  disapprobation  of  the  nation,  gradually  check- 
ed the  spirit  of  insubordination.     On  the  9th  June,  jane  9. 
two  ships  of  the  line  slipped  their  cables  and  aban- 
doned the  insurgents,  amidst  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
whole  line ;  on  the  13th,  three  other  sail  of  the  line 
and  two  frigates  openly  left  them,  and  took  refuge 
under  the  cannon  of  Sheemess ;  on  the  following  day, 
several  others  followed  their  example ;  and  at  length,  The  mau. 
on  the  16th,  the  whole  remaining  ships  struck  theJJJ^,j** 
red  flag  of  mutiny,  and  the  communication  between  Bubmit. 
the  ocean  and  the  metropolis  was  restored.    Parker,  trM^d 
the  leader  of  the  insurrection,  was  seized  on  board  ®*®^*^ 
his  own  ship,  and,  after  a  solemn  trial,  condemned 
to  death ;  a  punishment  which  he  underwent  with 
great  firmness,  acknowledging  the  justice  of  his  sen- 
tence, and  hoping  only  that  mercy  would  be  extend- 
ed to  his  associates.     Several  of  the  other  leaders  of 
the  revolt  were  found  guilty,  and  executed ;  but  some 
escaped  from  on  board  the  prison-ship,  and  got  safe  1  ^j,  j. 
to  Calais,  and  a  large  number,  still  under  sentence  of  1797/916/ 
death,  were  pardoned,  by  royal  proclamation,  after ».  sot,  sosi 
the  glorious  victory  of  Camperdown.* 

The  suppression  of  this  dangerous  revolt  with  so 
little  bloodshed,  and  the  extrication  of  the  nation  AdmirAbie 
from  the  greatest  peril  in  which  it  had  been  placed  JJ^^j^t^ 
since  the  Spanish  Armada,  is  the  most  glorious  event  ^"^^^^^ 
in  the  reign  of  George  III.  and  in  the  administration 
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CHAP,   of  Pitt.^     The  conduct  adopted  towards  the  insur- 
'^  gents  may  be  regarded  as  a  masterpiece  of  political 


1797.  wisdom ;  and  the  happiest  example  of  that  union  of 
firmness  and  humanity,  of  justice  and  concession, 
which  can  alone  bring  a  government  safely  through 
such  a  crisis.  By  at  once  conceding  all  the  just  de- 
mands of  the  Channel  fleet,  and  proclaiming  a  gene- 
ral pardon  for  a  revolt  which  had  too  much  ground 
for  its  justification,,  they  deprived  the  disaffected  of 
all  real  causes  of  complaint,  and  detached  from  their 
cause  all  the  patriotic  portion  of  the  navy ;  while,  by 
resolutely  withstanding  the  audacious  demands  of 
the  Nore  mutineers,  they  checked  the  spirit  of  de- 
mocracy which  had  arisen  out  of  those  very  conces- 
sions themselves.  For .  such  is  the  singular  combina- 
tion of  good  and  bad  principles  in  human  nature, 
and  such  the  disposition  of  man,  on  the  least  open- 
ing being  afforded,  to  run  riot,  that  not  only  do  our 
virtues  border  upon  vices,  but  even  from  acts  of  jus- 
tice the  most  deplorable  consequences  frequently 
flow ;  and  unless  a  due  display  of  firmness  accompany 
concessions,  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  humanity,  they 
too  often  are  imputed  to  fear,  and  increase  the  very 
turbulent  spirit  they  were  intended  to  remove. 

Admiral  Duncan^s  conduct  at  this  critical  juncture 
was  above  all  praise.     He  was  with  his  fleet  block- 

*  The  magnanimous  conduct  of  the  British  government  on  this  oe- 
casion  was  fully  appreciated  on  the  Continent.  **  Let  us  figure  to  our- 
selves/' says  Prince  Hardenberg,  '*  Richard  Parker,  a  common  sailor, 
the  leader  of  the  reTolt,  taking,  at  Sheemess,  the  title  of  Admiral  of 
the  Fleet,  and  the  fleet  itself,  consisting  of  eleven  sail  of  the  line  and 
four  frigates,  assuming  the  title  of  the  Floating  Republic ;  and,  neverthe- 
less, recollect,  that  the  English,  but  recently  recovered  from  a  flnanciai 
crisis^  remained  undaunted  in  presence  of  such  a  revolt,  and  did  act 
withdraw  one  vessel  from  the  blockade  of  Brest,  Cadiz,  or  the  Tezel ! 
It  was  the  firmness  of  ancient  RomeJ' — Hard,  iv.  432. 


1 
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ading  the  Texel,  when  intelligence  of  the  insurrec-   chap. 
tion  was  received,  and  immediately  four  ships  of  the 
line  deserted  to  the  mutineers,  leaving  him  with  an    i^g^^ 
inferior  force  in  presence  of  the  enemy.     They  were  Glorious 
speedily  followed  by  several  others ;  and  at  length  finnneBg  of 
the  admiral,  in  his  own  ship,  with  two  frigates,  was  Duncan  at 
left  alone  on  the  station.     In  this  extremity  hig^^^^  crisis. 
firmness  did  not  forsake  him :  he  called  his  crew  on 
deck,  and  addressed  them  in  one  of  those  speeches  of 
touching  and  manly  eloquence,  so  well  known  in  an- 
tiquity, which  at  once  melt  the  human  heart.*     His 

*  ''My  Lads, — I  once  more  caU  you  together,  with  a  sorrowful 
heart,  irom  what  I  have  lately  seen  of  the  disaffection  of  the  fleets ;  I 
call  it  disaffection^  for  they  have  no  grievances.  To  be  deserted  by  biy 
fleety  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  is  a  disgrace  which,  I  believe,  never  be- 
fore happened  to  a  British  admiral,  nor  could  I  have  supposed  it  possible. 
My  greatest  comfort,  under  God,  is,  that  I  have  been  supported  by  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  this  ship,  for  which,  with  a  heart  over- 
flowing with  gratitude,  I  request  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks.  I 
flatter  myself,  much  good  may  result  from  your  example,  by  bringing 
those  deluded  people  to  a  sense  of  the  duty  which  they  owe  not  only 
to  their  king  and  country,  but  to  themselves. 

''The  British  navy  has  ever  been  the  support  of  that  liberty  which 
bus  been  handed  down  to  us  from  our  ancestors,  and  which,  I  trusty  we 
shall  maintain  to  the  latest  posterity ;  and  that  can  only  be  done  by 
unanimity  and  obedience.  This  ship's  company,  and  others,  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  loyalty  and  good  order,  deserve  to  be, 
and  doubtless  will  be,  the  favourites  of  a  grateful  nation.  They  will 
also  have  from  their  inward  feelings  a  comfort  which  will  be  lasting, 
and  not  like  the  boating  and  false  confidence  of  those  who  have  swerved 
irom  their  duty. 

"  It  has  been  often  my  pride  with  you  to  look  into  the  Texel,  and 
see  a  foe  which  dreaded  coming  out  to  meet  us.  My  pride  is  now 
hambled  indeed  I — my  feelings  cannot  easily  be  expressed.  Our  cup 
has  overflowed,  and  made  us  wanton.  The  aUwise  Providence  has 
given  us  this  check  as  a  warning,  and  I  hope  we  shall  ipnprove  by  it. 
On  Him,  then,  let  us  trust,  where  our  only  security  is  to  be  found.  I 
find  there  are  many  good  men  among  us :  for  my  own  part,  I  have  had 
fall  confidence  in  all  in  this  ship,  and  once  ^  more  beg  to  espress  my 
approbation  of  your  conduct. 

**  May  God,  who  has  thus  far  conducted  you^  continue  to  do  so ;  and 
may  the  British  navy,  the  glory  and  support  of  our  country,  be  restored 
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CHAP,   crew  were  dissolved  in  tears,  and  declared,  in  the 
|_  most  energetic  manner,  their  unshaken  loyalty,  and 


1797.  resolution  to  abide  by  him  in  life  or  death.  Encour- 
aged by  this  heroic  conduct,  he  declared  his  determi- 
nation to  maintain  the  blockade,  and,  undismayed  by 
the  defection  of  so  large  a  part  of  his  squadron,  re- 
mained off  the  Texel  with  his  little  but  faithful  rem- 
nant. By  stationing  one  of  the  ships  in  the  offing, 
and  frequently  making  signals,  as  if  to  the  remainder 
of  the  fleet,  he  succeeded  in  deceiving  the  Dutch  ad- 
miral, who  imagined  that  the  vessels  in  sight  were 
1  Ann.  Reg.  onlv  the  iushorc  squadron,  and  kept  his  station  until 

1797  S14  *  '  r 

jom.'z.  *  the  remainder  of  his  ships  joined  him  after  the  sup- 
*^*-         pression  of  the  insurrection.^ 

It  was  naturally  imagined  at  the  time  that  this 
The  mu-    formidable  mutiny  was  instigated  by  the  arts  of  the 
totally  un-  Frcuch  govemmcnt.     But  though  they  were  natu- 
^?h*^***  rally  highly  elated  at  such  an  unexpected  piece  of  good 
Fnmoe.      fortuuc,  and  anxious  to  turn  it  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  though  the  revolutionary  spirit  which  was  abroad 
was  unquestionably  one  cause  of  the  commotion,  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  arose  from  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Directory,  or  was  at  all  connected  with 
any  treasonable  or  seditious  projects.     On  the  con- 
trary, after  the  minutest  investigation,  it  appeared 
that  the  grievances  complained  of  were  entirely  of  a 
domestic  character,  that  the  hearts  of  the  sailors 
were   throughout  true  to  their  country,  and  that 
at  the  very  time  when  they  were  blockading  the 
Thames  in  so  menacing  a  manner,  they  would  have 

to  its  wonted  splendour^  and  be  not  only  the  bulwark  of  Britain,  but 
the  terror  of  the  world.  But  this  can  only  be  effected  by  a  strict 
adherence  to  our  duty  and  obedience ;  and  let  us  pray  that  the  Almig;hty 
God  may  keep  us  all  in  the  right  way  of  thinking.— -God  bless  yon  all !  ** 
^Ann.  Rfg,  1797,  214. 
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fouffht  the  French  fleet  with  the  same  spirit  as  was   chap. 

•  •  •  XXII 

afterwards  evinced  in  the  glorious  victory  of  Camper- [_ 


down.     The  ultimate  consequences  of  this  insurrec-    1797. 
tion,  as  of  most  other  popular  commotions  which  ori- 
ginate in  real  grievances,  and  are  candidly  hut  firmly 
met  by  government,  were  highly  beneficial.      The 
attention  of  the  cabinet  was  forcibly  turned  to  the 
sources  of  discontent  in  the  navy,  and  from  that  to  the 
corresponding  causes  and  grievances  in  the  army,  and 
the  result  was  a  series  of  changes  which,  in  a  very 
great  degree,  improved  the  condition  of  officers  and 
men  in  both  services.     The  pay  of  the  common  sol- 
diers was  raised  to  their  present  standard  of  a  shilling 
a-day ;  and  those  admirable  regulations  were  soon  1797,  ^iSf' 
after  adopted  in  regard  to  pensions,  prize-money,  and  ^  -^ 
retired  allowances,  which  have  justly  endeared  theP*p«w, 
memory  of  the  Duke  of  York  and  Lord  Melville  to  x.  220.  *^ 
privates  of  the  army  and  navy.^ 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  internal  dissen- 
sions of  the  British  fleet,  never  did  it  appear  more  Battle  of 
terrible  and  irresistible  to  its  foreign  enemies  than  ^^^L 
daring  this  eventful  year.  Early  in  February,  the 
Spanish  fleet,  consisting  of  twentynseven  ships  of  the 
line,  and  twelve  frigates,  put  to  sea,  with  the  design 
of  steering  for  Brest,  raising  the  blockade  of  that 
harbour,  forming  a  junction  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  and 
clearing  the  Channel  of  the  British  squadron.  This 
design,  the  same  as  that  which  Napoleon  afterwards 
adopted  in  1805,  was  defeated  by  one  of  the  most 
memorable  victories  ever  recorded  even  in  the  splen- 
did annals  of  the  English  navy.  Admiral  Jarvis, 
who  was  stationed  off  the  coast  of  Portugal,  had,  by 
the  greatest  efforts,  repaired  various  losses  which  his 
fleet  had  sustained  during  the  storms  of  winter,  and 

VOL.  III.  s 
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CHAP,   at  this  period  lay  in  the  Taffus  with  fifteen  sail  of  the 

XXII         ... 

'___  line,  and  six  frigates.     The  moment  he  heard  of  the 


1797.    enemy's  having  sailed,  he  instantly  put  to  sea,  and 
was  cruizing  off  Cape  St  Vincents,  when  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  their  approach,   and  imme- 
diately prepared  for  battle.     He  bore  down  on  the 
starboard  tack,  in  two  lines,  standing  to  the  south 
before  the  wind,  and  succeeded  in  breaking  the  ene- 
my's line  between  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  ships 
of  the  Spanish  fleet,  where  there  was  a  considerable 
opening.     Captain  Troubridge  in  the  CuUoden  led 
the  van  of  the  leading  column,  and  the  other  ships 
followed,  opening  a  tremendous  fire  on  the  right  and 
left  as  they  passed  through.    No  sooner  had  he  crossed 
the  enemy's  line,  than  Troubridge  tacked  again,  and, 
followed  by  the  Blenheim,  Prince  George,  Orion,  and 
Irresistible,  engaged  in  close  combat  the  weather  di- 
vision of  the  enemy,  which  had  been  separated  from 
the  rest  of  the  fleet.     He  thus  succeeded  in  engag- 
ing the  enemy,  who  were  very  loosely  scattered,  and 
yet  straggling  in  disorderly  array,  in  close  combat, 
before  they  had  time  to  form  in  regular  order  of 
battle.     By  a  vigorous  cannonade,  these  ships  drove 
the  nine  Spanish  vessels  which  had  been  cut  off  to  lee- 
ward, so  as  to  prevent  their  taking  any  part  in  the  en- 
Namitive.  gagcmeutwhich  followed.  The  Spanish  admiral,  upon 
Sw^Tsa  ^^^®'  endeavoured  to  regain  the  lost  part  of  his  fleet, 
Brenton,    and  was  Wearing  round  the  rear  of  the  British  lines, 
Brenton»B   wheu  Commodorc  Nelson,-  who  was  in  the  stem- 
vincentB*  ^^^t  ship,  pcrceiviug  his  design,  disregarded  his  or- 
vict.et      ders,  stood  directly  towards  him,  and  precipitated 
253.^  ^"    himself  into  the  very  middle  of  the  hostile  squadron.* 
Bravely  seconded  by  Captain  Colling  wood  in  the 
14th  Feb,  Excellent,  Nelson  wore  and  made  all  sail  to  aid  the 
1797.        CuUoden,  now  closely  engaged.     He  ran  his  ship, 
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the  Captain,  of  seventy-four  guns,  between  two  Span-   chap. 
ish  three-deckers,  the  Santissima  Trinidada,  of  136      ^^^ 


guns,  commanded  by  Admiral  Cordova,  and  the  San    1797. 
Josef,  of  112,  and  succeeded,  by  a  tremendous  fire  to 
the  right  and  left,  in  compelling  the  former  to  strike, 
although  it  escaped  in  consequence  of  Nelson  not 
being  able,  in  the  confusion  of  so  close  a  fight,  to 
take  possession  of  his  noble  prize.     The  action,  on  Fiwt  ap- 
the  part  of  these  gallant  men,  continued  for  nearly  NeUon  and 
an  hour  with  the  utmost  fury  against  fearful  odds,  ^^*" 
which  were  more  than  compensated  by  the  skill  of 
the  British  sailors  and  the  rapidity  of  their  fire. 
Meanwhile,  the  Principe  de  Asturias,  bearing  the 
Spanish  vice-admiraPs  flag,  made  a  gallant  attempt 
to  break  the  British  lines,  but  was  frustrated  by  Jar- 
vis  in  the  Victory  throwing  in  stays,  and  while  doing 
80,  received  a  dreadful  broadside  from  that  ship.   At 
the  same  time  CoUingwood  engaged  the  Salvador  del 
Mundo  of  112  guns ;  the  action  began  when  the  two 
ships  were  not  more  than  fifty  yards  apart,  but  such 
was  the  tremendous  efi^ect  of  the  Englishman's  broad- 
sides, that  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  Spanish  three- 
decker  struck  her  colours,  and  her  firing  ceased; 
upon  which  that  noble  officer,  disdaining  to  take  pos-^^®^"j;'*  ■ 
session  of  beaten  enemies,  and  seeing  his  old  mess-  CoUing- 
mate.  Nelson,  a-head  and  hard  pressed  by  greatly  su- J^Sing^^^' 
perior  forces,  passed  on,  and  the  Salvador,  relieved  ^^^^d'a 
from  her  antagonist,  again  hoisted  her  colours,  and  47, 48. 
recommenced  the  action ;  but  she  was  again  compel- |S[^^'i'*' 
led  to  strike,  and  finally  taken  possession  of  by  one  of  *>nthey'i 
the  ships  which  followed.*     CoUingwood  immediately  170, 174J 
came  alongside  the  San  Isidro,  seventy-four,  so  close, 
that  a  man  might  leap  from  the  one  to  the  other,  the 
two  vessels  engaging  thus  at  the  muzzles  of  their 
guns.     The  combat  was  not  of  long  duration ;  in  ten 
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CHAP,   minutes  the  Spaniard  struck,  and  was  taken  posseft- 
•^^"'    sion  of  by  the  Lively  frigate,  to  whom  the  Admiral 


1797.    made  signal  to  secure  the  prize. 

Though  CoUingwood  had  thus  already  forced  two 

Giorions     Spanish  line-of-battle  ships,  one  of  which  was  a  three- 

of  Colling-  decker,  to  strike  to  him,  with  seventy-four  guns  only, 

NeiaonT     7®*  ^^  was  uot  coutcnted  with  his  achievement,  but 

pushed  on  to  relieve  Nelson,  who  was  now  engaged 

with  the  San  Nicholas  and  San  Josef  on  one  side,  and 

the  huge  four-decker  the  Santissima  Trinidada,  on 

the  other.      So  close  did  he  approach  the  former 

of  these  vessels,  that,  to  use  his  own  words,  you 

^^  could  not  put  a  bodkin  between  them,''  and  the 

shot  from  the  English  ship  passed  through  both  the 

Spanish  vessels,  and  actually  struck  Nelson's  balls 

from  the  other  side.     After  a  short  engagement,  the 

Spaniard's  fire  ceased  on  that  quarter ;  and  Colling- 

wood,   seeing  Nelson's  ship  effectually  succoured, 

passed  on,  and  engaged  the  Santissima  Trinidada, 

which  already  had  been  assailed  by  several  British 

ships  in  succession.     No  sooner  was  Nelson  relieved 

by  CoUingwood's  fire,  than,  resuming  his  wonted  en- 

1  NeUon'g  ergy,  he  boarded  the  Sau  Nicholas,  of  seventy-four 

Colling-     guns,  which  had  fallen  on  board  the  San  Josef,  of  112 

couiig-^^  guns,  now  entirely  disabled  by  the  captain's  fire,  and 

wood's       speedily  hoisted  the  British  colours  on  the  poop ;  and 

48. 49.       finding  that  the  prize  was  severely  galled  by  a  fire 

SS^n^i!   ^^^^  *^®  decks  of  the  San  Josef,  with  which  she  was 

170.  entangled,  pushed  on  across  it  to  its  gigantic  neigh- 

46, 6i'.  *    hour,   himself   leading   the    way,   and   exclaiming, 

ufeTst  "Westminster  Abbey,  or  victory !"     Nothing  could 

Vincent,  ii.  rcsist  such  cuthusiastic  courage ;  the  Spanish  admiral 

Vict,  et      speedily  hauled  down  his  colours,  presenting  his  sword 

^ii.^253     *^  Nelson  on  his  own  quarter-deck,  while  the  English 

254.         ship  lay  a  perfect  wreck  beside  its  two  noble  prizes.* 
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While  Nelson  and  CoUingwood  were  thus  precipi-   chap. 

tating  themselves  with  unexampled  hardihood  into '__ 

the  centre  of  the  enemy's  squadron  on  the  larboard,    1797. 
the  other  column  of  the  fleet,  headed  by  Sir  John 
Jarvis  in  the  Victory  of  100  guns,  was  also  engaged  ^®^^^j^ 
in  the  most  gallant  and  successful  manner :  though  p«rt«  of 
from  being  the  van  on  the  starboard  tack,  by  which 
the  enemy's  line  was  pierced,  they  were  the  rear  on 
the  larboard,  where  Nelson  had  begun  his  furious 
attack.     The  Victory,  passing  under  the  stern  of  the 
Salvador  del  Mundo,  followed  by  the  Barfleur,  Admi- 
ral Waldgrave,  poured  the  most  destructive  broad- 
sides into  that  huge  three-decker,  which  surrendered, 
and  was  secured,  having  previously  been  silenced  by 
the  Orion,  Captain  Saumarez.     These  ships  moving 
on,  engaged  in  succession  the  Santissima  Trinidada, 
whose  tremendons  fire  from  her  four  decks  seemed  to 
threaten  destruction  to  every  lesser  opponent  which 
approached  her.     At  length,  after  having  been  most 
gallantly  fought  by  Jarvis  and  CoUingwood,    she 
struck  to  Captain,  now  Lord  de  Saumai*ez,  in  the  1  xnn.  lUg. 
Orion ;  but  that  intrepid  officer  being  intent  on  still  "®7»  w, 
greater  achievements,  did  not  heave  to,  in  order  to  to  chron. 
take  possession;  but  thinking  it  sufficient  that  she ^f  19^^°^* 
had  hoisted  the  white  flag  on  her  quarter  and  the  ^^®3^' 
British  union  jack  over  it,  passed  on,  leaving  to  the  170,  lie. 
ship  astern  the  easy  task  of  taking  possession.     Un- Jj™^*/*' 
fortunately,  in  the  smoke,  this  vessel  did  not  perceive  ^  Saa- 
the  token  of  surrender ;  but  moved  on  a-head  of  the  Life,  i 
Santissima  Trinidada  after  the  admiral,  so  that  the  Bri'ntJn  1. 
captured   Spaniard  was    encouraged,    though   dis-34i,34», 
mantled^  to  try  to  get  off,^  and  ultimately  effected  her  st  rin- 
escape.     The  remainder  of  the  Spanish  fleet  now^|^^^['i^ 
rapidly  closed  in  and  deprived  Captain  Saumarez  of  viet.  et 

Cona   viii 

his  magnificent  prize ;  but  the  British  squadron  kept  juo,  $u. 
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CHAP,   possession  of  the  San  Josef  and  Salvador,  each  of 
[_112  guns,  and  the  San  Nicholas  and  San  Isidro  of 


1797.  74  each.  Towards  evening  the  detached  part  of  the 
Spanish  fleet  rejoined  the  main  body,  and  thereby 
formed  a  force  still  greatly  superior  to  the  British 
squadron ;  yet  such  was  the  consternation  produced 
by  the  losses  they  had  experienced,  and  the  imposing 
aspect  of  the  English  fleet,  that  they  made  no  attempt 
to  regain  their  lost  vessels,  but,  after  a  distant  can- 
nonade, retreated  in  the  night  towards  Cadiz,  whither 
they  were  immediately  followed  and  blockaded  by 
the  victors. 

This  important  victory,  which  delivered  England 
Great  from  all  fears  of  invasion,  by  preventing  the  threat- 
dooedbj  oucd  junctiou  of  the  hostile  fleets,  was  achieved  with 
hu  victory,  ^j^^  j^gg  ^£  ^^^j  three  hundred  men,  of  whom  nearly 

one-half  were  on  board  Nelson's  ship,  while  above 
five  hundred  were  lost  on  board  the  Spanish  ships 
which  struck  alone ;  a  signal  proof  how  much  less 
bloody  sea-fights  are  than  those  between  land  forces, 
and  a  striking  example  of  the  great  eflFects  which 
sometimes  follow  an  inconsiderable  expenditure  of 
human  life  on  that  element,  compared  to  the  trifling 
results  which  attend   fields  of  carnage  in  military 
warfare.    Admiral  Jarvis  followed  the  beaten  fleet  to 
Cadiz,  whither  they  had  retired  in  the  deepest  dejec- 
tion, and  with  tarnished  honour.     The  defeat  of  so 
great  an  armament  by  little  more  than  half  their 
number,  and  the  evident  superiority  of  skill  and  sea- 
manship which  it  evinced  in  the  British  navy,  filled 
all  Europe  with  astonishment,  and  demonstrated  on 
>  Ann.  Reg.  what  doubtful  grouuds  the  Republicans  rested  their 
Jom  x2()0.^^P®^  of  subduing  this  island.     The  decisive  nature 
James,  u.   of  the  victory  was  speedily  evinced  by  the  bombard- 
jxdj  1787.  ment  of  Cadiz  on  three  difibrent  occasions,^  under  the 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  279 


direction  of  Commodore  Nelson;  and  althougli  these    ^^'^^* 
attacks  were   more   insulting  than  hurtful   to   the 


Spanish  ships,  yet  they  evinced  the  magnitude  of  the    1797. 
disaster  which  they  had  sustained,  and  inflicted  a 
grievous  wound  on  the  pride  of  the  Castilians. 

Horatio  Nelson,  who  bore  so  glorious  a  part  in 
these  engagements,  and  was  destined  to  leave  a  name  ^^^ 

o  o  f  parentage, 

immortal  in  the  rolls  of  fame,  was  born  at  Birnam-uMicha. 
Thorpe,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  on  the  29th  Sep-  Neiaoxu 
tember  1758,  His  father  was  rector  of  that  parish, 
of  respectable,  but  not  noble  descent.  The  young 
Horatio  early  evinced  so  decided  a  partiality  for  a 
sea  life,  that,  though  of  a  feeble  constitution,  he  was 
sent  on  shipboard  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  Even  be- 
fore that  first  rude  separation  from  the  paternal 
home,  however,  the  character  of  the  future  hero  had 
shewn  itself.  When  a  mere  child  he  strayed  far 
from  home,  with  a  peasant  boy  of  his  acquaintance ; 
and  after  being  absent  the  whole  day,  he  was  dis-* 
covered  alone,  sitting  composedly  by  the  side  of  a 
brook,  which  he  could  not  get  over.  **  I  wonder," 
said  the  lady  who  found  him,  ^^  that  hunger  and  fear 
did  not  drive  you  home."  "  Fear ! "  replied  the 
future  champion  of  England,  "  What  is  it  ?  I  never 
saw  Fear."  On  another  occasion,  when  his  elder 
brother  and  he  were  returning  to  school,  on  horse- 
back, they  were  obliged  to  return  by  a  severe  snow- 
storm. Mr  Nelson,  however,  on  their  coming  back, 
suspected  there  was  some  sham  to  avoid  returning 
to  school,  and  sent  them  again  on  their  journey. 
"If  the  road  is  dangerous,  you  may  return,"  said 
he;  "but  recollect,  I  leave  it  to  your  honour." 
The  snow  was  deep  enough  to  have  allowed  them 
a  reasonable  excuse  for  returning  home,  but  Hora- 
tio insisted  on  going  on.     "  We  must  go  on,"  said 
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CHAP,    he ;  "  remember,  brother,  it  was  left  to  our  honour/' 
[_  There  were  some  fine  pears  growing  in  the  school- 


1797.  master^s  garden,  which  all  the  boys  desired,  but  none 
of  them  ventured  to  take.  Horatio  volunteered  upon 
the  service,  was  lowered  at  night  hj  sheets  from  the 
bed-room  window,  brought  away  the  pears,  and  di- 
vided them  among  the  boys,  keeping  no  part  to  him- 
Neh^^r'"  self.  "  I  only  took  them,"  said  he,  "  because  every 
1,7.   '      other  boy  was  afraid."^ 

He  first  entered  the  navy  as  a  midshipman,  on 
His  first  board  the  Raisonnable,  of  which  his  maternal  uncle 
into  tiie  was  Captain ;  but  was  soon  after  paid  off.  Nelson'8 
^*^'  love  of  adventure  made  him  volunteer  his  services 
on  board  the  Racehorse,  which  was  sent  by  the  Ad- 
miralty on  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  North  Pole. 
The  marvels  of  the  North  Seas,  the  perilous  adven- 
tures of  the  seaman^s  life,  amidst  those  boundless  fields 
of  ice,  strongly  attracted  the  young  seaman^s  imagi- 
nation. One  night  during  the  mid-watch,  he  dropped 
from  the  ship's  side,  and  followed  a  huge  bear  for  a 
great  distance  on  the  ice ;  his  musket  missed  fire,  but 
he  was  attacking  him  with  the  butt-end,  when  Captain 
Ludlow,  seeing  his  danger,  fired  a  gun  from  the  ship, 
which  frightened  the  beast,  and  probably  saved  Nel- 
son's life.  Being  severely  reprimanded  on  his  return 
for  such  rashness,  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  wished  to 
kill  the  bear,  that  I  might  carry  the  skin  to  my 
father."  Subsequently  he  distinguished  himself  as 
a  subaltern  in  various  actions  during  the  American 
war.  Early  in  the  revolutionary  contest,  he  was 
employed  in  the  siege  of  Bastia  in  the  island  of 
Corsica,  which  he  reduced;  a  singular  coincidence, 
that  the  greatest  leaders  both  at  land  and  sea  in  that 
struggle  should  have  first  signalized  themselves  on 
the  same  island.     After  the  battle  of  St  Vincents, 
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and  the  bombardment  of  Cadiz,  be  waa  sent  on  an  ex-   chap. 

XXIIa 

pedition  against  the  island  of  Teneriflfe ;  but  though 


the  attack,  conducted  with  his  wonted  courage  and    1797, 
skill,  was  at  first  successful,  and  the  town  for  a  short 
time  was  in  the  hands  of  the  assailants,  they  were  ulti- 
mately repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  seven  hundred  men 
and  Nelson^s  right  arm.     His  ardent  spirit  chafed  on  *  Southey'i 
inaction,  and  he  eagerly  sought  out  every  occasion  in  9,^784. ' 
which  danger  was  to  be  fronted,  or  glory  won.^ 

Gifted  by  nature  with  undaunted  courage,  indo- 
mitable resolution,  and  undecaying  energy.  Nelson  hu  ch«rac- 
was  also  possessed  of  the  eagle  glance,  the  quick 
determination,  and  coolness  in  danger,  which  consti- 
tute the  rarest  qualities  of  a  consummate  commander. 
Generous,  open-hearted,  and  enthusiastic,  the  whole 
energies  of  his  soul  were  concentrated  in  the  love 
of  his  country ;  like  the  youth  in  Tacitus,  he  loved 
danger  itself,  not  the  rewards  of  courage ;  he  was  in- 
cessantly consumed  by  that  passion  for  grea.t  axjhieve- 
ments,  that  sacred  fire,  which  is  the  invariable  cha- 
racteristic of  heroic  minds.     His  soul  was  constantly 
striving  for  historic  exploits ;  generosity  and  magna- 
nimity in  danger  were  so  natural  to  him,  that  they 
arose  unbidden  on  every  occasion  calculated  to  call 
them  forth.     On  one  occasion,  during  a  violent  storm 
off  Minorca,  Nelson's  ship  was  disabled,  and  Captain 
Ball  took  his  vessel  in  tow.     Nelson  thought,  how- 
ever, that  BalPs  ship  would  be  lost  if  she  kept  her 
hold,  and  deeming  his  own  case  desperate,  he  seized 
the  speaking-trumpet,  and  with  passionate  threats  ^^^f 
ordered  Ball  to  set  him  loose.     But  Ball  took  his  Friend. 
own  trumpet,  and  in  a  solenm  voice  replied,  **•  I  feel  uL^igJ' 
confident  I  can  bring  you  in  safe :  I  therefore  must  2f^ j*^*^ 
not,  and,  by  the  help  of  Almighty  God,  I  T^dll  not  106. 
leave  you."  *     What  he  promised  he  performod,  and  fJS?^* 
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CHAP,   on  arriving  in  harbour,  Nelson  embraced  him  as  his 
deliverer,  and  commenced  a  friendship  which  con- 


1797.    tinned  for  life. 

His  whole  life  was  spent  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
^2i^  try ;  his  prejudices,  and  he  had  many,  were  all  ow- 
ing to  the  excess  of  patriotic  feeling ;  he  annihilated 
the  French  navy,  by  fearlessly  following  up  the  new 
system  of  tactics,  plunging  headlong  into  the  enemy's 
fleet,  and  doubling  upon  a  part  of  their  line,  in  the 
same  manner  as  Napoleon  practised  in  battles  on 
land.  The  history  of  the  world  has  seldom  charac- 
ters so  illustrious  to  exhibit,  and  few  achievements 
as  momentous  to  commemorate.  But  it  is  to  his 
public  conduct,  and  genius  afloat,  only,  that  this 
transcendent  praise  is  due ;  in  private  life  he  appears 
in  a  less  favourable  light.  Vain,  undisceming,  im- 
petuous, he  was  regardless  of  his  domestic  duties ;  an 
ardent  lover,  he  was  a  faithless  and  indifferent  hus- 
band. Possessed  of  no  knowledge  of  mankind  in 
civil  life,  he  was  little  qualified  to  resist  the  impulse 
of  his  ardent  temperament  ashore.  There  he  was 
frequently  subject  to  the  delusion  of  art,  and  some- 
times seduced  by  the  passions  of  wickedness.  Yet 
was  there  something  elevated  even  in  his  failings, — 
they  were  owing  to  the  ardent  temperament  of  his 
mind ;  they  arose  from  passions  nearly  allied  to  vir- 
tue, and  to  which,  heroic  characters  in  all  ages  have, 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  been  subject.  His  patriotic 
spirit  mastered  the  indignation  which  he  frequently 
felt  at  his  exploits  not  being  rewarded  in  a  more 
worthy  spirit  by  his  country :  a  forgetfulness  for 
which  no  excuse  can  be  found  in  our  rulers,  but 
which  is  too  often  the  case  when  greatness  is  placed 
under  the  command  of  talent  inferior  to  itself.  In 
one  unhappy  instance,  however,  he  was  betrayed  in- 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  283 

to  more  serious  delinquencies.     If  a  veil  could  be    chap. 

drawn  over  the  transactions  at  Naples,  history  would |_ 

dwell  upon  him  in  his  public  character  as  a  spotless    1797, 
hero  ;  but  justice  requires  that  cruelty  should  never 
be  palliated,  and  the  rival  of  Napoleon  shielded  from 
none  of  the  obloquy  consequent  on  the  fascination 
of  female  wickedness. 

Sir  John  Jarvis,  afterwards  created  Earl  St  Vin- 
cents, one  of  the  greatest  and  most  renowned  admi-  Chai»cter 
rals  that  ever  appeared  in  the  British  navy,  possessed  vincent. 
qualities  which,  if  not  so  brilliant  as  those  of  his 
illustrious  rival,  were  not  less  calculated  for  great 
and  glorious  achievements.  He  was  born  at  Mea- 
ford,  in  Staffordshire,  on  the  21st  January  1734.  His 
father,  who  was  Counsel  and  Solicitor  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, was  desirous  to  breed  him  up  to  his  own 
profession,  to  which  young  Jarvis  was  by  no  means 
disinclined ;  but  he  was  dissuaded  from  it,  by  being 
told  by  his  father^s  coachman,  as  he  sat  beside  him 
on  the  box,  that  all  lawyers  were  rogues.  Having 
afterwards  heard  from  a  companion  some  stories  of 
the  adventures  of  a  sailor^s  life,  he  resolved  to  go  to 
sea ;  and  ran  away  from  school,  and  concealed  him- 
self on  board  a  ship  at  Woolwich  for  that  purpose. 
His  father  was  by  no  means  affluent,  and  gave  him 
L.20  when  he  heard  where  he  was,  which  was  all  the 
patrimony  he  ever  received.  He  afterwards  drew  a 
bill  for  another  L.20,  which  came  back  unpaid :  he 
immediately  changed  his  mode  of  living,  quitted  his 
mess,  lived  on  the  ship's  allowance,  washed  and 
mended  his  own  clothes,  made  three  pair  of  trousers 
out  of  the  ticking  of  his  bed,  and  thus  saved  money  ^ 
enough  to  take  up  his  bill.  So  early  does  decision  Life  of  st' 
of  character  and  integrity  of  principle  in  the  really  J^^JJ^^/ 
great  display  itself  in  life.^ 
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CHAP.       He  first  entered  the  service  on  board  the  Prince : 
[__but  in  the  year  1759  he  was  Lieutenant  of  the  Na- 


1797^  mur,  and  was  with  that  vessel  at  the  siege  and  cap- 
ture of  Quebec  in  that  year,  in  which  service  he 
SJrteMin  P'^^^^y  distinguished  himself.  An  action  which  he 
tiM  Navy,  soon  after  fought  with  the  Foudroyant  of  eighty-four 
guns,  was  one  of  the  most  extitiordinary  displays  of 
valour  and  skill  even  in  that  waf  so  fertile  in  great 
exploits.     The  mutiny  which  broke  out  with  such 

violence  in  the  Channel  fleet  and  at  the  Nore  in 

« 

1797,  had  also  its  ramifications  in  the  fleet  under 
his  command,  off  the  Spanish  coast:  and  by  the 
mingled  firmness  and  clemency  of  his  conduct,  he 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  most  disorderly  vessels  to 
obedience,  with  a  singularly  small  effusion  of  human 
blood*  A  severe  disciplinarian,  strict  in  his  own 
duties,  rigorous  in  the  exaction  of  them  from  others, 
he  yet  secured  the  affections  both  of  his  officers  and 
men  by  the  impartiality  of  his  decisions,  the  energy 
of  his  conduct,  and  the  perfect  nautical  skill  which 
he  was  known  to  possess.  It  is  doubtful  if  even  NeU 
son  would  have  been  equal  to  the  extraordinary  exer- 
tion of  vigour  and  capacity  with  which,  in  a  period 
of  time  so  short  as  to  be  deemed  impossible  by  all 
but  himself,  he  succeeded  in  fitting  out  his  squadron 
from  the  Tagus  in  February  1797,  in  sufficient  time 
to  intercept  and  defeat  the  Spanish  fleet.  In  the 
high  official  duties  as  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
with  which  he  was  intrusted  in  1802,  he  exhibited  a 
most  praiseworthy  zeal  and  anxiety  for  the  detection 
to  *  ^^  abuses,  and  he  succeeded  in  rooting  out  many 
Life  of  St  lucrative  corruptions  which  had  fastened  themselves 
soo!^!  ^  npon  that  important  branch  of  the  public  service  / 
although  he  perhaps  yielded  with  too  much  facility 
to  that  unhappy  mania  for  reducing  our  establish- 
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mentB,  which  invariably  seizes  the  English  on  the    chap. 
retnm  of  peace,  and  has  so  often  exposed  to  the  ut-    ^^^' 


most  danger  the  naval  supremacy  of  Great  Britain.      1797 

But  in  nothing,  perhaps,  was  his  energy  and  dis- 
interested character  more  clearly  evinced  than  in  his  ^^  ^^^« 
conduct  in  1798,  when  he  dispatched  Nelson  to  the  temted 
Mediterranean  at  the  head  of  the  best  ships  in  his  '^^^ 
own  fleet,  and  furnished  him  with  the  means  of 
striking  a  blow  destined  to  eclipse  even  his  own  well 
earned  fame.     But  these  two  great  men  had  no 
jealousy  of  each  other :  their  whole  emulation  con- 
sisted in  mutual  efforts  to  serve  their  country,  and 
none  was  more  willing  to  concede  the  highest  meed 
of  praise  to  each  other.    The  mind  of  the  historian,  as 
it  has  been  eloquently  observed,  "  weary  with  recount- 
ing the  deeds  of  human  baseness,  and  mortified  with 
contemplating  the  frailty  of  illustrious  men,  gathers 
a  soothing  refreshment  from  such  scenes  as  these ; 
where  kindred  genius,  exciting  only  mutual  admira- 
tion and  honest  rivalry,  gives  birth  to  no  feeling  of 
jealousy  or  envy,  and  the  character  which  stamps 
real  greatness,  is  found  in  the  genuine  value  of  the 
mass,  as  well  as  in  the  outward  splendour  of  the  die ;  sl^h- 
the  highest  talents  sustained  by  the  purest  virtue ;  "j'» 
the  capacity  of  the  statesman,  and  the  valour  of  the  of  Public 
hero,  outshone  by  the  magnanimous  heart  which  ,^S:"' 
beats  only  to  the  measures  of  generosity  and  justice.^^^ 
Differing  in  many  essential  particulars  from  both 
of  these  illustrious  men.  Earl  Howe  was  one  of  the  or  saH 
most  distinguished  men  which  the  English  navy  ever  ^^^•• 
produced.     He  was  born  in  1725,  the  second  son  of 
Emanuel  Howe,  Member  of  Parliament  for  Notting- 
ham, the  eldest  son  of  an  old  and  distinguished  family. 
Young  Howe  entered  the  navy  at  fourteen  on  board 
the  Severn,  which  rounded  Cape  Horn  with  Commo- 
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CHAP,    dore  Anson,  and  shared  in  the  distresses  and  suffer* 
|_  ings  of  that  memorable  expedition.     His  character 


1797.  early  displayed  itself.  Of  him,  perhaps,  more  truly 
than  any  other  of  its  illustrious  chiefs  may  it  be  said, 
as  of  the  Chevalier  Bayard,  that  he  lived  without  fear 
and  without  reproach.  He  had  the  enterprise  and 
gallant  bearing  so  general  in  all  officers  in  the  naval 
service  of  Great  Britain ;  but  these  qualities  in  him 
were  combined  with  coolness,  firmness,  and  systema- 
tic arrangement,  with  an  habitual  self-command  and 
humanity  to  others,  almost  unrivalled  in  those  in- 
trusted with  supreme  command.  In  early  life  he 
contracted  an  intimate  friendship  with  General  Wolfe, 
and  was  employed  with  him  in  the  expedition  against 
the  Isle  d'Aix  in  Basque  Roads  in  1757.  "  Their 
friendship,"  says  Walpole,  "  was  like  the  union  of 
cannon  and  gunpowder.  Howe,  strong  in  mind, 
solid  in  judgment,  firm  of  purpose ;  Wolfe,  quick  in 
conception,  prompt  in  execution,  impetuous  in  ac- 
tion." His  coolness  in  danger  may  be  judged  of 
from  one  anecdote.  When  in  command  of  the 
Channel  fleet,  after  a  dark  and  boisterous  night,  when 
the  ships  were  in  considerable  danger  of  running 
foul.  Lord  Gardiner,  then  third  in  command,  a  most 
intrepid  officer,  next  day  went  on  board  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  and  enquired  of  Howe,  how  he  had  slept, 
for  that  he  himself  had  not  been  able  to  get  any  rest 
from  anxiety  of  mind.  Lord  Howe  replied  that  he 
1  bmtow'  ^^  slept  perfectly  well,  for  as  he  had  taken  every 
Howe,  possible  precaution  before  it  was  dark,  for  the  safety 
p!T2ofi^.of  the  ship  and  crew,  this  consciousness  set  his  mind 
perfectly  at  ease.^ 

In  person  he  was  tall  and  well-proportioned,  his 
rositjTimd  countonance  of  a  serious  cast,  and  dark,  but  relaxing 
disinterest-  ^^  timcs  iuto  a  swcot  smilc,  which  bespoke  the  mild- 

ed  virtue.  ^  * 
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ness  and  humanity  of  his  disposition.     No  one  ever    chap. 
conducted  the  stern  duties  of  war  with  more  consi-    ^^^^ 


deration  for  the  sufferings  both  of  his  own  men  and  1797. 
his  adTcrsaries,  or  mingled  its  heroic  courage  with  a 
larger  share  of  benevolent  feeling.  Disinterested  in 
the  extreme,  his  private  charities  were  unbounded, 
and  in  1798,  when  government  received  voluntary 
gifts  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  he  sent  his  whole 
annual  income,  amounting  to  eighteen  hundred 
pounds,  to  the  bank,  as  his  contribution.  Such  was 
his  humanity  and  consideration  for  the  seamen  under 
his  command,  that  it  was  more  by  the  attachment 
which  they  bore -to  him,  than  by  any  exertion  of 
authority,  that  he  succeeded  in  suppressing,  without 
effusion  of  blood,  the  formidable  mutiny  in  the 
Channel  fleet..  He  was  the  founder  of  the  great  school 
of  English  admirals,  and  by  his  profound  nautical 
skill,  and  long  attention  to  the  subject,  first  suc- 
ceeded in  reducing  to  practice  that  admirable  system 
of  tactics  to  which  the  unexampled  triumphs  of  the 
war  were  afterwards  owing.  A  disinterested  lover 
of  his  country,  entirely  exempt  from  ambition  of 
every  kind,  he  received  the  rewards  with  which  his 
Sovereign  loaded  him,  with  gratitude,  but  without  ^1^^^'' 
desire :  the  only  complaints  he  ever  made  of  govern-  Howe, 
ment,  were  for  their  neglect  of  the  inferior  naval  43s. 
officers  who  had  served  in  his  naval  exploits.^ 

CuTHBERT  CoLLiNGWOOD,  afterwards  Lord  Col- 
lingwood,  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  Bri-  sirth  and 
tish  navy,  was  born  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne  on  26th  J^^<^* 
September  1760.     His  father,  though  possessed  only  CoUing- 
of  a  moderate  fortune,  was  of  an  ancient  and  re- 
spectable family,  which  had  suffered  for  its  fidelity 
to  the  house  of  Stuart.     In  early  youth  he  attended 
a  school  in  Newcastle  kept  by  the  Reverend  Hugh 
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CHAP.   Moises^  where,  among  his  playfellows,  were  boys  of 
^^^^    the  name  of  Scott,  one  of  whom  afterwards  became 


1797^  the  greatest  lawyer  of  England,  Lord  Chancellor  El- 
don,  the  other  Lord  Stowell,  the  judge  in  Europe 
most  deeply  learned  in  general  jurisprudence.  From 
his  earliest  years  young  CoUingwood  was  remarkable 
for  the  sweetness  and  gentleness  of  his  disposition, 
a  peculiarity  which  never  afterwards  forsook  him ; 
and  when  first  sent  to  sea,  on  board  the  Shannon,  at 
the  age  of  eleven,  his  heart  was  so  melted  by  the 
separation  from  his  family,  that  he  sat  crying  in  a 
comer  of  the  vessel  till  a  good  natured  officer  took 
him  by  the  hand,  and  spoke  kindly  to  him,  to  whom, 
with  infantine  simplicity,  he  offered  a  piece  of  cake 
his  mother  had  given  him.  In  1774  he  was  engaged 
with  a  party  of  seamen  in  the  battles  of  Bunkershill, 
and  in  1776  he  was  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  Where 
w^*B°*'  Nelson  was  at  the  same  time,  and  there  commenced 
Mem.  i.  the  friendship  between  these  great  men,  which  only 
terminated  with  their  lives.  ^ 

In  1780  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Hisinoe»-  Pelican  frigate,  and  in  1783  of  the  Sampson  of  64 
duties.  guns;  and  from  that  time  till  his  death  in  1810, 
he  was  almost  continually  at  sea,  and  actually  enr 
gaged  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He  bore  a 
distinguished  part  in  the  glorious  victory  of  the  1st 
June,  when  he  commanded  the  Barfieur.  Perhaps 
no  officer  ever  went  through  so  long  and  uninter- 
rupted a  course  of  public  duty ;  for,  of  fifty  years 
that  he  was  in  the  navy,  forty-four  were  spent  in 
active  service  abroad ;  and  from  1793  to  his  death 
in  1810,  he  was  only  one  year  ashore.  This  inces- 
sant toil,  and  the  difficult  and  responsible  diploma- 
tic duties  with  which  it  was  connected  in  his  later 
years,  when  in  command  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet, 
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at  lengili  broke  down  a  constitution  naturally  strong,    chap. 
and  wore  out  a  spirit  blessed  with  unusual  serenity,          ^' 


80  that  he  died  in  1810,  on  shipboard,  at  the  age  of   i^^^ 
sixty,  literally  a  martyr  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
On  one  occasion  he  was  two-and-twenty  months  at 
sea  without  ever  once  entering  a  port  or  dropping  an 
anchor.     This  lengthened  and  harassing  service  in- 
ferred a  peculiar  hardship  on  CoUingwood ;  for  never 
was  a  man  more  warmly  attached  to  his  family,  or 
who  sighed  more  ardently,  amidst  all  his  glory,  for 
the  blessed  reward  of  domestic  love.     But  not  a  mur- 
mur ever  escaped  him  at  this  lengthened  and  pain- 
ful separation ;  and  when  once  made  aware  that  his 
country  required,  and  Could  not  dispense  with  his 
services,  he  prepared  to  waste  away  and  expire  on '  CoUiog. 
shipboard,  with  the  same  alacrity  as  he  would  have m^.'. 
met  death  amidst  the  thunders  of  Trafalgar.^^  ^>  ^^• 

CoUingwood  was  the  most  spotless  hero  of  that  age 
of  glory.  He  had  not  the  passion  for  fame  which  ms  eharao- 
consumed  Nelson,  nor  the  ardent  genius  which  gave^' 
his  arm  the  force  of  the  thunderbolt.  His  turn  of 
mind  was  different;  it  was  of  a  milder  and  holier 
character ;  it  was  more  akin  to  the  spirit  of  Heaven. 
A  sense  of  duty,  a  devoted  patriotism,  a  forgetful- 
ness  of  self,  directed  all  his  actions.  Naturally  mild 
and  benevolent,  he  seldom  ordered  a  corporal  punish- 
ment without  shedding  tears ;  never  without  endur- 
ing intense  suffering;  nevertheless,  no  officer  in 
the  fleet  maintained  a  stricter  discipline,  or  had  his 

*  ''  I  hare  laboured  past  my  strength :  I  have  told  Lord  Molgrave 
M,  that  I  may  come  and  eigoy  the  comforts  of  my  own  blessed  family 
agtm,  and  get  ont  of  the  bnstlo  of  the  world,  and  of  affairs  which  at^ 
too  weighty  for  me.  God  bless  me  I  how  r^oiced  will  my  poor  heart 
be  when  I  see  you  all  again.*' — Lord  CoUingwood  to  Lady  CoUingwood^ 
Ang.  13, 1808,  Memoirt,  ii.  236. 

VOL.  III.  T 
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CHAP,   crew  in  more  thorough  subjection.     So  well  was  thin 
understood  in  the  navy,  that  when  Lord  St  Vincents 


1707.  ^^  engaged  with  so  much  rigour  in  repressing  the 
spirit  of  insubordination  in  the  Mediterranean  fleet, 
at  the  time  of  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  he  frequently 
drafted  the  most  ungovernable  spirits  into  the  Ex- 
cellent. "  Send  them  to  CoUingwood,"  he  used  to 
say,  "  and  he  will  bring  them  to  order."  On  one 
occasion  a  seaman  was  sent  from  the  Romulus,  who 
had  pointed  one  of  the  forecastle  guns,  shotted  to 
the  mtLzzle,  at  the  quarterdeck,  and  swore  he  would 
fire  it,  if  the  officers  did  not  promise  that  he  should 
receive  no  punishment.  CoUingwood,  on  his  arrival, 
called  him  up  before  the  ship^s  company,  and  ssdd, 
"  I  know  your  character  well :  behave  properly,  and 
all  shall  be  forgotten ;  but,  beware,  if  you  attempt 
to  excite  insubordination  in  my  ship,  I  will  in* 
stantly  put  you  up  in  a  barrel  and  throw  you  into  the 
sea."  Under  the  treatment  he  received  in  the  Ex- 
1  CoU.  i.  cellent,  the  man  soon  became  a  good  and  obedient 
^'  ^-      sailor.^ 

No  man  more  thoroughly  understood  the  great  art 
His  chano-of  tactics,  that  of  precipitating  himself  at  once  into 
2^JJJJ^"*the  enemy's  line,  and  striking  home  wherever  the 
blow  fell ;  lion-hearted  and  undaunted,  none  led  the 
way  on  such  a  service  with  more  heroic  resolution. 
Side  by  side  with  Nelson,  he  threw  himself  into  the 
cluster  of  three-deckers  which  at  St  Vincent's  were 
wearing  round  to  support  the  cut  off  part  of  their 
line ;  alone  he  plunged  into  the  centre  of  the  com- 
bined fleet  at  Trafalgar,  and  all  but  made  the  Span- 
ish admiral  in  his  huge  three-decker  strike,  b^ore 
'  inftv,  V.  another  British  ship  had  come  up  to  his  assistance.' 
366.         jif  Qj.  -were  his  abilities  in  civil  administration  inferior 
to  his  capacity  in  war  :  at  once  a  cautious  and  skil- 
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ful  diplomatist,  he  conducted  the  complicated  aifairs  chap. 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  Mediterranean  for  the  few  ^^^^' 
jears  preceding  his  death,  and  when  in  command  of  1797. 
the  fleet  on  that  station,  with  such  ability,  that  nearly 
it8  whole  management  came  at  length  to  be  intrusted 
to  him,  and  the  incessant  toil  thence  arising  at  length 
brought  him  to  an  untimely  grave.  Exemplary  in 
all  the  duties  of  domestic  life,  a  firm  friend,  a  kind 
and  faithful  husband,  an  affectionate  parent,  he  found 
time,  when  in  command  of  the  fleet  off  Toulon,  and 
charged  with  all  the  diplomacy  of  the  Mediterranean, 
to  devote  much  of  his  thoughts  to  his  domestic  circle, 
the  education  of  his  daughters,  even  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  his  neighbourhood.  A  sense  of  duty,  a  for- 
getfulness  of  self,  a  deep  feeling  of  religious  obliga- 
tion, were  the  springs  of  all  his  actions.  If  required 
to  specify  the  hero  whose  life  most  completely  em- 
bodied the  great  principles  for  which  England  con- 
tended in  the  war,  and  the  maintenance  of  which  at 
length  brought  her  victorious  out  of  its  dangers,  the 
historian  would  without  hesitation  fix  on  Colling- 
wood.* 

Adam  Duncan,  afterwards  Viscount  Duncan  of 
Camperdown,  was  born  at  Dundee  on  the  1st  July 
1731,  of  which  town  his  father  was  afterwards  Pro- 
vost. He  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education 
in  that  town,  and  was  already  remarked  in  his  early 
youth  for  the  suavity  of  manner  and  evenness  of 
temper,  which  he  continued  to  display  through  the 
whole  of  life.  He  entered  the  navy  in  1740,  on 
board  of  the  Shoreham  frigate,  and  was  present  at 

*  For  ample  authority  for  these  observations^  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  Correepondence  of  Lord  Gollingwood,  published  by  O.  L.  Colling- 
wood,  Esq.,  in  two  volumes,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  delightful 
books  in  the  English  language. 
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CHAP,   the  taking  of  the  Havannah  by  Commodore  Keppel 
^^^^'    in  1761,  when  he  commanded  the  Valiant,  74,  od 


1797,    board  of  which  the  Commodore  had  hoisted  his  broad 

pendant.      On  that  occasion   Duncan  cfMnmanded 

the  boats  of  the  squadron,  and  distinguished  himself 

particularly  by  the  ability  with  which  they  were 

^  Britiih    conducted.    When  the  American  war  broke  out,  ke 

sr^^hy,  ^^^  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Monarch,  74, 

^'  _  ,   and  evinced  great  skill  in  contending  with  the  supe- 

sap.  iziiL   rior  fiects  of  France  and  Spain,  when  they  cleared  the 

"^'         Channel  in  1779.^ 

An  opportunity,  however,  soon  occurred  of  com- 
bating  the  enemy  on  terms  of  equality,  and  again 
asserting  the  superiority  of  the  British  flag.  In  1 780 
1780  ^"^  he  was  sent  under  Rodney  to  co-operate  in  the  revic- 
tualling  of  Gibraltar,  then  blockaded  by  the  French 
and  Spanish  fleets.  Off  Cape  St  Vincent  they  fell 
in  with  the  Spanish  fleet  in  a  heavy  gale,  and  imme- 
diately gave  chase,  in  the  course  of  which  the  Bri- 
tish copper-bottomed  vessels  rapidly  gained  on  the 
enemy.  The  Monarch  had  not  that  advantage,  bat 
by  Duncan^s  admirable  management,  he  was  one  of 
the  first  in  the  fleet  to  get  into  action.  He  stewed 
direct  into  the  middle  of  the  three  stemmost  of  the 
enemy ^s  vessels,  and  when  warned  of  the  d»iger  of 
doing  so  before  the  other  British  ships  could  get 
up  to  his  support,  he  calmly  replied,  "  I  wish  to  be 
among  them,'^  and  held  straight  on.  He  was  soon 
amongst  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  engaged  the  St  Aagus- 
tin  on  one  side,  yard-arm  to  yard-arm,  and  two  other 
vessels,  one  of  which  bore  eighty  guns,  on  the  other, 
and  succeeded  in  compelling  the  former  to  strike,  and 
forcing  the  two  latter  to  sheer  off.*     Subsequently  he 

*  The  St  Augustin  afterwards  eacaped  daring  the  gale. 

6 
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bore  a  distingaislied  part  in  the  brilliant  series  of  ma-   ohap. 
nceavres  by  which  Lord  Howe,  in  1782,  revictwalled    ^^^^' 


Gibraltar,  at  the  head  of  thirty-four  ships  of  the  line,    1797^ 
in  the  fietce  of  the  combined  fleet  of  fortynsix.     On  the 
1st  February  1793  he  was  made  vice-admiral ;  but 
his  merits  were  so  little  regarded  by  the  Admiralty, 
seldom  prone  to  bring  forward  persons  who  have  not 
the  advantage  of  aristocratic  birth,  that  for  long  he 
could  not  obtain  employment,  and  he  even  had  seri- 
ous thoughts  of  quitting  the  service  altogether.     At 
length,  in  April  1795,  he  received  the  chief  com-isritiih 
mand  in  the  North  Seas,  and  with  it  the  opportunity,  gf^^ 
in  its  most  critical  period,  of  proving  the  saviour  of  4^- 

1.  .  r         -1  r  o  Biog.Univ. 

ms  country.  ixui.  170. 

Duncan's  character,  both  in  professional  daring 
and  domestic  suavity,  was  nearly  akin  to  that  of  Col-  Hit  dumo- 
lingwood.  He  had  the  same  rapid  eye  and  intrepid  ^' 
decision  in  action,  the  same  boldness  in  danger,  the 
same  vigour  in  command,  the  same  gentleness  in  dis- 
position. Tall,  majestic  in  figure,  with  an  athletic 
form  and  noble  countenance,  he  recalled  the  image 
of  those  heroes  in  whom  the  imagination  of  the 
poets  has  loved  to  embody  the  combination  of  vigour 
and  courage,  with  strength  and  beauty.  The  rapir 
dity  of  his  decision,  the  justice  of  his  glance,  was 
equal  to  that  of  Nelson  himself:  the  breaking  of 
the  Dutch  line  at  Camperdown,  and  interposition  of 
the  British  fleet  between  the  enemy  and  their  own 
shore,  was  dictated  by  the  same  genius  which  led 
Nelson  to  pierce  and  assail  in  rear  the  French 
squadron  at  Aboukir.  But  the  most  glorious,  be- 
cause the  most  unexampled  part  of  his  career,  was 
the  manner  in  which,  when  deserted  by  all  the  re- 
mainder of  his  fleet  except  one  ship,  he  kept  his 
station  off  the  Holder,  during  the  mutiny  of  the  Nore, 
and  by  his  personal  influence  and  courage,  maintained 
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CHAP,   at  that  terrible  crisis  his  own  crew  in  subjection,  and 
'    with  them  the  appearance  of  a  blockade,  with  two 


1797.  ships  of  the  line,  against  fifteen.*  It  is  not  going  too 
far  to  say,  that  on  his  single  conduct  on  that  occasion, 
the  salvation  of  England  depended ;  for  if  the  Texel 
fleet  had  put  to  sea,  and  joined  the  Brest  squadron 
during  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  where  would  now 
have  been  the  British  empire?  Never  in  modem 
history  was  more  courage  combined  with  more  gen- 
tleness ;  greater  vigour  with  greater  wisdom ;  purer 
patriotism  with  loftier  religion ;  stronger  professional 
genius  with  more  elevated  and  devoted  principle. 
If  Great  Britain,  in  her  pacific  and  warlike  admini- 

*  It  was  not  without  a  violent  stragglej  and  no  small  exertion,  both 
of  moral  and  physical  courage,  that  the  mutiny  was  suppressed,  eyen  in 
Duncan's  own  ship.  Symptoms  of  insubordination  had  broken  out  in 
Yarmouth  Heads  when  the  other  ships  were  dropping  off  to  the  Nore ; 
and  at  length  the  crew  mounted  the  rigging  and  gave  three  cheers,  the 
well-known  sign  of  mutiny.  Duncan  immediately  ordered  up  the 
marines,  who  were  perfectly  steady,  seized  six  of  the  mutineers,  and 
called  the  whole  ship's  company  on  board.  "  My  lads,*'  said  he,  "  I  am 
not  apprehensive  of  any  violence  you  may  exercise  towards  myself;  I 
would  far  rather  rule  you  by  love  than  by  fear ;  but  I  will,  with  my  own 
hands,  put  to  death  the  first  person  who  shall  venture  to  dis^pute  my 
authority.  Do  you,  sir,"  turning  to  one  of  the  mutineers,  "  want  to 
take  the  management  of  the  ship  out  of  my  hands  V*  '<  Yes,  sir,"  re- 
plied the  fellow.  Duncan  upon  this,  who  had  his  sword  drawn,  raised 
it  to  plunge  it  in  his  breast ;  but  the  chaplain  and  secretary  held  his 
arm.  The  admiral  upon  this  did  not  attempt  to  use  the  weapon,  but, 
addressing  the  ship's  company  with  emotion,  said,  **  Let  those  who  will 
stand  by  me  and  my  officers  go  to  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship,  that 
we  may  see  who  are  our  friends  and  who  are  our  enemies."  With  one 
accord,  the  whole  crew  ran  over  except  the  six  mutineera,  who  were  left 
alone.  They  were  immediately  secured,  and  put  in  irons ;  and  with 
this  crew,  recently  so  rebellious,  did  this  noble  admiral  proceed,  accom- 
panied only  by  one  ship  of  the  line,  the  Adamant,  to  renew  his  station 
off  the  Texel.  Such  was  the  spirit,  and  such  the  man  by  whom,  at  this 
crisis,  the  British  empire  was  saved.  The  mutineers  soon  evinced  real 
repentance,  and  were  let  out  by  Duncan  one  by  one ;  and  never  did  a 
ship^s  company  behave  more  nobly  than  the  whole  crew  of  the  Vene- 
rable did,  both  in  the  blockade  and  battle  of  Camperdown. — Xatnti 
Biography,  437i  438. 
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stration,  could  reckon  on  a  succession  of  such  men    chap. 
as  CoIUngwood  and  Duncan,  she  would  indeed  be 
immortal,  for  she  would  deserve  immortality,  I797, 

Less  remarkable  in  general  history  than  the  illus- 
trious heroes  of  whom  a  sketch  has  now  been  given, 
Sir  Jabcbs  Saumabez  was  scarcely  inferior  to  any 
of  them  in  naval  skill,  amiable  character,  and  heroic 
intrepidity ."^    He  was  one  of  the  officers  peculiar  to 

*  He  WM  bom  in  St  Peter  Port,  in  Quemaey,  on  the  11th  March  Ewlj  hia- 
t757y  so  that  he  was  already  in  middle  life,  when  the  BeTolutionary  toiy  of  De 
War  commenced.    His  father,  who  was  a  respectable  physician,  was  de-  S^unsws* 
•oeaded  of  an  ancient  and  eminent  family,  which  had  contributed  more 
tban  one  gaUa&t  ornament  to  the  British  navy.    Toung  De  Saamares 
roceiyed  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  Elizabeth  College,  in  Guem- 
fiey,  where  he  early  earned  such  a  taste  for  poetry,  as  showed  he  waa 
qualified  to  haye  shone  in  the  literary  world,  if  his  inclinations  had  led 
him  in  that  direction.     But,  from  a  very  early  period,  his  predilection 
for  the  navy  was  decided :  the  fame  of  his  gallant  uncles,  one  of  whom 
had  taken  a  French  84,  with  a  British  frigate,  and  both  circumnavi- 
gated the  globe  with  Anson,  had  strongly  impressed  his  imagination^ 
sad  accordingly,  though  his  elder  brother  was  already  in  the  navy,  his 
wishes  were  complied  with,  and  on  the  20th  September  1767,  he  en- 
tered on  board  the  Soleby,  Captain  O'Brien.     His  father  on  parting,  >  Boss's 
pat  a  purse  containing  fifteen  guineas  into  his  hand,  observing,  that  as  Life  of  De 
he  had  a  large  family,  he  hoped  he  would  use  it  with  economy ;  but  that  ff'iY^'* 
when  he  wanted  more,  he  might  draw  on  his  banker.    So  conscientious,  ^^.^ 
boirever,  was  Saumarez,  in  attending  to  the  recommendation,  that  his  Biography, 
fftther  said,  the  sight  of  his  drafts  never  after  gave  anything  but  plea-  401. 
sure.* 

Saumarez  was  engaged,  on  board  the  Bristol,  in  several  actions  in  the 
American  war,  particularly  the  unsuccessful  attack  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
m  which  his  coolness  and  intrepidity  were  so  conspicuous,  that  he  waa 
made  a  lieutenant ;  and  having  afterwards  obtained  the  command  of 
the  Tisiphone  fire-ship,  distinguished  himself  under  Kempenfeldt  in  an  ^o^  |>^ 
attack  on  the  French  squadron,  conveying  the  West  India  fleet,  on  which  ijgi. 
occasion  he  captured,  with  his  fireship,  a  frigate  of  36  guns.     This  bril- 
liant action  procured  for  him  the  command  of  the  Bussel,  74, — an  ex* 
traordinary  instance  of  rapid  promotion  for  a  young  man,  who  was  not 
yet  twenty-five  years  of  age.    In  command  of  that  ship,  he  fought  under 
Bodney  in  the  glorious  battle  of  the  12th  April,— engaged  for  some 
time  the  huge  Tille  de  Paris,  and  was  only  prevented,  by  a  signal  from 
the  admiral,  to  heave  to,  from  capturing,  at  the  close  of  the  day,  a  French 
disabled  74,  of  which  he  was  in  chase.     On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rerolutionary  War,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Crescent, 
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CHAP,  that  age,  and  in  a  great  measure  to  the  Britiah  nadon, 
^^xn^  whose  character  embodied,  like  that  of  Collingwood 
2797,  and  Dmican,  the  true  spirit  of  the  anti-revolutionary 
war.  An  exalted  piety,  an  elevated  patriotism,  were 
Hifl  chano-  the  mainsprings  of  his  life,  and  both  appeared  with 
the  most  signal  lustre  in  its  most  trying  emer- 
gencies. None  of  the  captains  at  the  Nile  led  their 
ship  with  morQ  intrepidity  into  the  hottest  of  the 
fire,  and  none  did  so  under  a  more  devout  sense  of 
the  great  cause  of  religion  and  virtue,  for  which  they 
were  contending,  or  of  the  supreme  superintendence 
of  human  affairs.  He  was  the  first  after  the  battle 
was  over,  to  hoist,  in  conformity  with  Nelson's  re- 
commendation, the  pendant  at  the  mizen  peak,  the 
well-known  signal  for  the  ship's  company  to  assem- 
ble  at  prayers;  aad  however  much  disposed  to  ridi- 
cule  such  observances  in  their  own  country,  or  under 
other  circumstances,  the  French  prisoners  were  im- 
pressed with  a  passing  feeling,  at  least,  of  respect 

SOth  O  L     ^^  ^^  giuiB,  and  257  men,  and  soon  made  priae  of  La  Bennioni  of  36, 
1 703.  A^<1 32^  men,— a  success  the  more  remarkable,  that  it  was  one  of  the 

first  naval  triomphs  of  the  war,  and  was  gained  without  the  loss  of  a 
man,  while  the  French  had  120  killed  and  wounded.    His  nautical  skill 
and  coolness  were  soon  after  not  less  signally  evinced,  by  the  manner 
in  which,  in  company  with  two  other  small  frigates,  he  eluded  the  pur- 
suit, between  Guernsey  and  the  French  coast,  of  an  enemy's  squadron, 
consisting  of  two  line  of  battle-ships  and  two  frigates.    Appointed  af- 
terwards to  the  Orion,  74,  he  took  part,  with  his  accustomed  skiU  and 
gallantry,  in  the  action  between  Lord  Bridport's  fleet  and  the  Brest 
squadron,  off  L'Orient,  on  23d  June  1796 ;  and  with  such  unwearied 
vigilance  did  he  conduct  the  blockade  of  Brest,  that  during  the  whole 
time  he  was  in  command  of  the  inshore  squadron,  which  lasted  several 
years,  not  a  single  square-rigged  French  vessel  of  any  description  got  in 
or  out  of  that  harbour  during  the  time  ho  was  in  that  important  service. 
He  was  fortunate  enough  to  join  Admiral  Jarvis  (Lord  St  Yincenis),  in 
1  Boss's       ^^®  Orion,  74,  a  few  days  before  the  glorious  battle  of  St  Vincent's ; 
Life  of  De  and  we  have  seen,  that  the  gigantic  Santissima  Trinidada  struck  to  his 
Saumares,   ghip,  bearing  just  half  its  number  of  guns,  and  that  to  his  skill  and 
N^' 1      *  daring,  the  triumph  of  that  day  is  in  a  considerable  degree  to  be 
Bioi^raphy,  OB^^ribed  ;^  and  he  will  again  appear  with  equal  lustre,  amidst  the  thnn- 
4i;6.  der  of  Aboukir,  and  in  the  terrors  of  Algesiraz  Bay. 
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and  admiration,  when  they  beheld  a  whole  ship^s   chap. 
company,  so  recently  after  such  a  conflict,  prostrate    ^^^^' 


on  their  knees,  to  return  thanks,  with  fervent  devo-    1797. 
tion,  to  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  for  the 
greatest  naval  victory  recorded  in  history.^     So  j^^t^^J^* 
and  humane  had  been  his  management  of  his  ship's  saunares, 
company,  although  the  most  exact  discipline  was  ob- 
served, that,  alone  almost  of  all  the  vessels  in  the 
fleet,  no  symptoms   of    insubordination    appeared 
among  them  during  the  trying  season  which  pre- 
ceded and  followed  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore.     En- 
thusiastic in  his  profession,  zealous  to  the  last  degree 
in  the  public  service,  he  never  spared  his  own  exer- 
tions, and  often  passed  sleepless  nights  from  watching 
and  anxiety ;  but  all  his  officers  and  men  had  their 
wonted  periods  of  repose,  which  the  admiral  denied 
to  himself  alone.     Yet  even  then,  when  his  coun- 
tenance bore  the  deep  lines  of  anxiety,  it  was  ob- 
served, that  all  traces  of  care  disappeared  when  let- 
ters arrived  from  his  family,  the  scene  of  his  fixed 
attachment  and  ceaseless  interest.    Exemplary  in  all 
the  duties  of  domestic  life,  a  firm  friend,  a  generous 
master,  devoted  to  his  wife  and  children,  the  secret 
spring  of  all  his  actions  was  a  deep  and  manly  feel-  >  rosb's 
ing  of  piety,  which  pervaded  all  his  actions,  and  ap-  ^^^ 
peared  with  peculiar  grace  and  fitness  amidst  the  u- 327, 329. 
duties  and  dangers  of  a  naval  life.'  Biography. 

One  combined  naval  and  military  operation  of  the 
same  year,  requires  a  special  notice,  not  so  muchiuioreof 
from  its  intrinsic  importance,  as  from  the  celebrity  Ten^ffe 
of  the  hero  by  whom  it  was  conducted.     On  the  16th  ^^  ^^y- 
July  a  squadron,  consisting  of  three  seventy-fours, 
the  Leander  of  50  guns,  two  frigates,  and  a  brig,  was 
placed  by  Earl  St  Vincents  under  the  orders  of  Ad- 
miral (then  Sir  Horatio)  Nelson,  to  attack  Ten^ife. 
They  arrived  oflF  the  island  on  the  night  of  the  28th, 
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CHAP,   and  an  attempt  was  immediately  made  to  land  a  body 
of  seamen  and  marines  from  the  frigates  to  take 


xxu. 


1797.    possession  of  heights  which  commanded  the  fort  of 

Vera  Cruz,  the  principal  defence  of  the  island.    The 

boats,  however,  could  not  land  from  the  violence  of 

the  surf  on  the  shore,  till  day-light,  and  then  the 

heights  were  found  so  strongly  occupied  by  the  ene* 

my,  that  it  was  hopeless  to  attempt  to  carry  them 

with  the  men  from  the  frigates  only.     All  hopes  of 

a  surprise  were  now  at  an  end,  and  the  Spaniards  in 

*  James,  iL  i}^q  island  were  making  the  most  vigorous  preparar 

Vict,  et     tions  for  resistance ;  but  Nelson  was  not  a  man  to 

^q-  ii.  ▼!  ai)andon  an  enterprize  with  which  he  was  intrusted 

Sojithey'B   ^g  jQ^g  as  a  hopo  of  success  remained,  and  it  was 

NeiMD,  i.   therefore  resolved  to  attempt  to  carry  the  island  by 

180,187.  •      n  1 

mam  force.* 

At  eleven  at  night  on  the  24th,  the  boats  of  the 
V\  ^£"**  fleet,  containing  about  a  thousand  men,  proceeded  in 
six  divisions  towards  the  mole.  The  service  was 
well  understood  to  be  a  desperate  one ;  and  though 
Nelson's  orders  were  precise  not  to  land  himself  un- 
less his  presence  was  absolutely  necessary,  yet  his 
ardent  spirit  could  not  keep  aloof  when  danger  was 
to  be  encountered,  and  he  led  the  attack  in  person. 
The  sailors  towed  so  silently  that  they  were  not  dis- 
covered till  half-past  one  in  the  morning,  when  just 
half  a  gunshot  from  the  mole  head,  where  they  were 
to  land.  -  A  loud  cheer  was  then  given,  and  the  boats 
pulled  as  hard  as  they  could  towards  the  shore.  But 
the  Spaniards  were  well  prepared.  The  alarm  bell 
answered  the  cheer,  and  forty  pieces  of  cannon  and 
a  tremendous  fii^e  of  musketry  immediately  opened 
on  the  boats.  The  bright  light  suddenly  illuminat- 
ing the  gloom,  shewed  the  position  of  every  boat,  and 
enabled  the  enemy  to  direct  the  next  discharges  with 
unerring  precision.     Nevertheless  Nelson  and  Free- 
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mantle,  with  five  boats,  reached  the  mole,  landed  in*   chap. 
stantly,  stormed  it,  though  defended  by  four  hundred [_ 


men,  and  spiked  all  the  guns  on  the  batteries.  But  this    1797. 
work  had  no  protection  from  the  citadel  in  rear,  and 
the  fire  from  it  was  so  heavy,  that  nearly  all  the  gal*^ 
lant  assailants  were  struck  down.     Nelson  himself, 
when  in  the  act  of  stepping  ashore,  received  a  mus* 
ket  shot  through  the  right  elbow  and  fell ;  but  as  he 
fell,  he  caught  his  sword,  which  he  had  just  drawn, 
in  his  left  hand,  and  held  it  firmly,  as  he  lay  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat  almost  fainting  from  loss  of  blood. 
At  this  instant  the  Fox  boat  received  a  six-and--thirty 
pounder  between  wind  and  water,  and  went  down 
with  ninety-seven  men  on  board.     Eighty-three  were 
saved,  mainly  by  the  heroic  efforts  of  Nelson  himself, 
who  exerted  himself  amidst  the  frightful  scene  to '  soathey't 
save  the  sufferers.    He  could  not,  however,  from  loss  103,  io4.' 
of  blood,  remain  longer  in  action,  and  was  taken  ^^^^[^ 
back  to  his  own  vessel,  where  his  arm  was  ampu-  et  conq. 

tated.^*  ;s^:^'' 

Meanwhile  Troubridge  and  Waller,  with  their  divi- 
sion of  the  boats,  had  been  more  fortunate.  Having 
missed  the  mole  during  the  darkness  of  a  tempestu- 
ous night,  they  yet  reached  the  shore,  and  landed  un- 
der a  battery  near  the  citadel.  The  tremendous  surf, 
however,  filled  all  the  boats  before  landing,  and 
soaked  the  whole  powder,  so  that  the  muskets  would 
not  go  off.  Nevertheless  this  little  band,  only  three 
hundred  and  forty,  pushed  on  with  their  cutlasses, 
and  reached  the  great  square  of  the  town,  the  ap- 
pointed rendezvous  for  all  the  storming  parties. 
There,  however,  they  waited  in  vain  for  the  co-ope- 

*  NeUoa  merrily  cUmbed  up  the  ship's  side,  holding  by  his  left  arm, 
and  said,  "  I  know  I  most  lose  my  arm,  and  the  sooner  it  is  off  the 
better.  Let  me  alone ;  I  need  no  assistance ;  I  hayo  my  legs  yet."— - 
Southbt's  NeUon,  i.  193. 
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CHAP,   rating  columns  from  the  side  of  the  mole,  and  after 
remaining  two  hours  in  suspense,  tried  to  storm  the 


1707.    <^itadel  without  ladders ;  but  the  increasing  numbers 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  now  collected  from  all  quar- 
ters, and  three  thousand  strong,  precluded  the  possi- 
bilitj  of  even  reaching  its  walls,  still  less  of  storm- 
ing them,  without  powder  to  fire  their  muskets. 
Freemantle,  therefore,  was  under  the  necessity  of 
proposing  a  capitulation,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Bri- 
tish were  to  be  at  liberty  to  re-embark  with  their 
arms  and  boats,  if  saved,  and  should  not  attack  any 
other  of  the  Canary  Islands.     To  these  terms  the 
Spanish  governor  acceded,  and  he  had  even  the  gener- 
^  Jamee,  ii«  osity  to  prcsout  all  the  British  with  a  ration  of  biscuit 
South '  »8   ^^^  ^^'^^  before  they  embarked,  and  intimated  that 
Life  of      all  their  wounded  should  be  received  into  the  town 
10V197.    hospital.^      The  British  lost  250  men  killed  and 
Odd   Tiii.  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  disastrous  affair,  a  loss  nearly  as  great 
262, 263.    as  they  sustained  in  the  victory  of  St  Vincents.^ 

The  glorious  victory  of  St  Vincents,  in  which  they 

suppre-    had  borne  so  memorable  a  part,  was  far  from  extin- 

mutiny  iiT  guishiug  tho  scods  of  mutiny  which  at  this  period 

ttefleet  off  ^e^e  SO  widely  spread  through  the  British  navy.  Lord 

St  Vincents  was  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to 

preserve  order;  and  at  length,  when  three  of  the  ships' 

companies  off  Cadiz  had  become  extremely  turbulent, 

by  active  measures  the  ringleaders  were  secured,  and 

ordered  to  be  executed  on  board  the  St  George,  where 

the  mutiny  had  first  shewn  itself.    On  their  arrival  a 

April  a     P^^^  ^^  formed  by  the  crew  for  seizing  the  vessel, 

1797.        deposing  the  officers,  and  liberating  the  criminals. 

*  A  Spanish  joaih,  named  Bon  Bernardo  Oollagon,  atript  himaelf  of 
his  shirt  to  make  bandages  for  one  of  the  English,  against  whom,  not 
an  hour  before,  he  had  been  engaged  in  battle,  t'here  axe  the  elements 
of  a  truly  noble  character  in  the  Spaniards. — See  Southby*8  Lift  of 
NeUon,  i.  197. 
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Captain  Praed  of  the  St  George,  having  received  in-   chap. 
telligence  of  this  design,  approached  the  mutineers,    ^^^^' 


who  were  already  assembled  in  the  waist  of  the  ship,  x707. 
and  said,  ^^  I  know  your  designs,  and  shall  oppose 
them  at  the  risk  of  my  life.  You  have  determined 
to  oppose  the  authority  of  your  officers ;  I  am  deter- 
mined to  do  my  duty  :  I  know  most  of  you  are  de- 
laded  ;  but  I  know  your  ringleaders,  and  will  bring 
them  to  justice.  I  command  you  to  disperse.^'  The 
whole  crew  stood  firm.  Upon  this  Praed,  followed 
by  his  first  lieutenant,  John  Hatley,  rushed  amidst 
the  crowd,  seized  two  of  the  leaders,  dragged  them 
oat  by  main  force,  and  put  them  in  irons.  Next 
morning  the  three  original  mutineers  were  hanged 
from  the  yard-arm  of  the  St  George,  and  two  days 
after  the  two  others  thus  seized. — Such  were  the 
men  by  whom  the  British  empire  at  this  crisis  was '  Jamee,  a. 
saved.^  ^'^^' 

The  great  victory  of  St  Vincents  entirely  discon- 
certed the  well-conceived  designs  of  Truguet  for  the  Owi^  pr^ 
naval  campaign;  but,  later  in  the  season,  another ^^^^ 
effort,  with  an  inferior  fleet,  but  more  experienced^*^* 
seamen,  was  made  by  the  Dutch  Republic.  For  a 
very  long  period  the  naval  preparations  in  Holland 
had  been  most  extraordinary,  and  far  surpassed  any 
thing  attempted  by  the  United  Provinces  for  above 
a  century  past.  The  stoppage  of  the  commerce  of 
the  Republic  had  enabled  the  government  to  man 
their  vessels  with  a  choice  selection  both  of  officers 
and  men ;  and  from  the  well-known  courage  of  the 
Bailors,  it  was  anticipated  that  the  contest  with  the 
English  fleet  would  be  more  obstinate  and  bloody 
than  any  which  had  yet  occurred  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  De  Winter,  who  commanded  the 
annament,  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  a  man  of 
tried  courage  and  experience.    Nevertheless,  being 
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xxir  ^"^^J^^^t^^^^^^J  ^i**^  1^<J  for<5^.  destined  for  the  in- 
vasion of  Ireland,  he  did  not  attempt  to  leave  the 


1797.    Texel  till  the  beginning  of  October,  when  the  Eng- 
lish fleet  having  been  driven  to  Yarmouth  roads  by 
stress  of  weather,  the  Dutch  government  gave  orders 
oth  oet.     for  the  troops  to  be  disembarked^  and  the  fleet  to  set 
sail,  and  make  the  best  of  its  way  to  the  harbour  of 
1  Vict  et    Brest,  in  order  to  co-operate  in  the  long-projected 
S7i%u.    expedition  against  that  island,  now  fermenting  with 
^n?  u     discontent,  and  containing  at  least  two  hundred  thou- 
197,801.    sand  men,  organized,  and  ready  for  immediate  re- 
bellion.^ 

Admiral  Duncan  was  no  sooner  apprized  by  the 
Battle  of    signals  of  his  cruizers  that  the  Dutch  fleet  was  at 
aowi!^    <9^  ^^^^  ^^  weighed  anchor  with  all  imaginable 
haste,  and  stretched  across  the  German  Ocean  with 
so  much  expedition,  that  he  got  near  the  hostile 
squadron  before  it  was  out  of  sight  of  the  shore  of 
Holland.     The  Dutch  fleet  consisted  of  fifteen  ships 
of  the  line  and  eleven  frigates ;  the  English,  of  six- 
teen ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates.     Duncan^s 
first  care  was  to  station  his  fleet  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  returning  to  the  Texel ; 
and  having  done  this,  he  bore  down  upon  his  oppo- 
nents, and  hove  in  sight  of  them,  on  the  following 
morning,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  at  the  distance 
of  nine  miles  from  the  coast  between  Camfebdown 
and   Egmont.     With  the   same   instinctive  genius 
which  afterwards  inspired  a  similar  resolution  to 
Nelson  at  Aboukir,  he  gave  the  signal  to  break 
the  line,  and  get  between  the  enemy  and  the  shore 
— a  movement  which  was  immediately  and  skilfully 
executed  in  two  lines  of  attack,  and  proved  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  the  glorious  success  which  followed,  by 
preventing  their  withdrawing  into  the  shallows,  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  British  vessels,  which,  for  the 
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most  part,  drew  more  water  than  their  antagonists,    chap. 
Admiral  Onslow  first  broke  the  line,  and  commenced * 


a  close  combat.    As  he  approached  the  Dutch  line,    1797. 
his  captain  observed,  the  enemy  were  lying  so  close 
that  they  could  not  penetrate.     ^^  The  Monarch  will 
make  a  passage,'^  replied  Onslow,  and  held  on  un- 
daunted.    The  Dutch  ship  opposite  gave  way  to  let 
him  pass,  and  he  entered  the  closenset  line.  In  passing 
through,  he  poured  one  broadside  with  tremendous^ 
effect  into  the  starboard  ship's  stem,  and  the  other  Doncan's 
with  not  less  into  the  bows  of  the  Jupiter,  bearing  f^^^ 
the  Dutch  vice-admiral,  whom  he  immediately  lay^^®^.  Ann. 
alongside,  and  engaged  at  three  yards*  distance.    He  100.   jom. 
was  soon  followed  by  Duncan  himself  at  the  head  of  B^^ton,^*' 
the  second  line,  who  pierced  the  centre,  and  laid  him-  8*7, 848. 
self  beside  De  Winter's  flagHship,  and  shortly  the  ac-  69, 70. 
tion  became  general,  each  English  ship  engaging  its  ^^^.^^1^. 
adversary,  but  still  between  them  and  the  lee-shore.^  271,  «75. 

De  Winter,  perceiving  the  design  of  the  enemy, 
gave  the  signal  for  his  fleet  to  unite  in  close  order ;  GfOiant  re- 
but from  the  thickness  of  the  smoke,  his  order  was  D^wStw. 
not  generally  perceived,  and  but  partially  obeyed. 
Notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  of  valour  on  the 
part  of  the  Dutch,  the  superiority  of  English  skill 
and  discipline  soon  appeared  in  the  engagement,  yard- 
arm  to  yardrarm,  which  followed.  For  three  hours 
Admiral  Duncan  and  De  Winter  fought  within  pistol 
shot ;  but  by  degrees  the  Dutchman's  fire  slackened ; 
hiB  masts  fell  one  by  one  overboard  amidst  the  loud 
cheers  of  the  British  sailors ;  and  at  length  he  struck 
his  flag,  after  half  his  crew  were  killed  or  wounded, 
and  his  ship  incapable  of  making  any  further  resist- 
ance. De  Winter  was  the  only  man  on  his  quarter 
deck  who  was  not  either  killed  or  wounded ;  he  la- 
mented that,  in  the  midst  of  the  carnage  which  lite- 
rally floated  the  deck  of  his  noble  ship,  he  alone 
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CHAP,   should  have  been  spared.*     Duncan's  ship,  however, 
^^^^'    was  very  seriously  injured  in  this  desperate  conflict. 


X797.    and  De  Winter  did  not  strike  till,  besides  the  Vener- 
able, he  was  assailed  by  the  Ardent  and  Belford« 
Meanwhile  Onslow,   in   the  Monarch,   leaving  the 
Haarlem,  Dutch  74,  to  the  Powerful^  continued  close 
alongside  of  the  Jupiter ;  a  vehement  engagement, 
yard-arm  to  yard-arm,  between  these  two  equal  an- 
tagonists, took  place ;  and  every  ship  in  the  British 
fleet  ranfifed  itself  for  the  most  part  between  the  shore 
Official  Ae-  ^uid  the  Dutch,  alongside  of  an  antagonist  in  the  ene- 
^\^^^  my's  squadron.     At  this  time  the  Hercules,  Dutch 
Ann.  Reg.  74,  caught  fire,  and  drifted  close  past  the  Venerable, 
App.'to      Duncan^s  ship ;  and  though  the  Dutch  crew,  in  a  sui^ 
B^ton ^L  P^'^^^gly  quick  manner,  extinguished  the  flames,  yet 
848, 340.    as  they  had  thrown  their  powder  overboard  to  avoid 
^To\  ^'   explosion,  they  had  no  farther  means  of  resistance, 
Sn"  ^  *"^    "were  obliged  to  strike  their  colours  to  the  Tri- 
271.       '  umph.^ 

The  Dutch  vice-admiral  in  the  Jupiter  soon  after 
struck  to  Admiral  Onslow ;  and  by  four  o'clock,  eight 
ships  of  the  line,  two  of  fifty-six  guns,  and  two  fri- 
gates, were  in  the  hands  of  the  victors.  Twelve  sail 
of  the  line  had  struck  their  colours ;  but,  owing  to  the 
bad  weather  which  succeeded,  nine  only  were  secured. 
No  less  skilful  than  brave.  Admiral  Duncan  now 
gave  the  signal  for  the  combat  to  cease,  and  the 
prizes  to  be  secured,  which  was  done  with  no  little 
difficulty,  as,  during  the  battle,  both  fleets  had  drift- 
ed before  a  tempestuous  wind  to  within  five  miles  of 
the  shore,  and  were  now  lying  in  nine  fathoms  water. 

*  Do  Winter  and  Admiral  Duncan  dined  together  in  the  lattei'a  ship 
on  the  day  of  the  battle,  in  the  most  friendly  manner.  In  the  erenii^ 
they  played  a  rubber  at  whist ;  and  De  Winter  was  the  loser — upon 
which  he  good-hamouredly  obseryedi  it  was  rather  hard  to  be  beaten 
twice  in  one  day  by  the  same  opponent.— Brbnton  ui  tupra,  and  Per- 
wnal  Knowledge* 
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It  was  owinfif  to  this  circumstance  alone  that  any  of   chap. 

•  XXII 

the  Dutch  squadron  escaped ;  but  when  the  English |^ 

withdrew  into  deeper  water,  Admiral  Story,  collect-    1797. 
ed  the  scattered  remains  of  his  fleet,  and  sought 
refuge  in  the  Texel,  while  Duncan  returned  with  his 
prizes  to  Yarmouth  roads.     The  battle  was  seen  dis- 
tinctly from  the  shore,  where  a  vast  multitude  was^ 
assembled,  who  beheld  in  silent  despair  the  ruin  of 
the  armament  on  which  the  national  hopes  had  been 
so  long  rested.     During  the  two  days  of  tempestuous 
weather  which  ensued,  two  of  the  prizes  mutinied 
agiunst  the  English  guard  on  board,  and  escaped  in-^^"^*;^;, 
to  the  Texel;  and  the  Delft,  a  seventy-four,  went  James,  u. 
down,  astern  of  the  ship  which  had  her  in  tow.    But  Aik  iieg. 
eigbt  line-of-battle  ships,  and  two  of  fifty-six  guns,  J J^^»  ^^^ 
were  brought   into   Yarmouth    roads,   amidst  the  x.  213. 
cheers  of  innumerable  spectators,  and  the  transports  242,  sis. 
of  a  whole  nation.^* 

This  action  was  one  of  the  most  important  fought 
at  sea  during  the  revolutionary  war,  not  only  from 
the  valour  displayed  on  both  sides  during  the  engage- 
ment, but  the  important  consequences  with  which  it  R«uita  of 

-    -         JL-         _^        1      n         1  •1  *^^  battle, 

was  attended.     Th^  Dutch  fought  with  a  courage 
worthy  of  the  descendants  of  Van  Tromp  and  De 

*  The  relative  force  of  the  two  fleets  stood  thus : 


BritUh. 

Dutch 

Ships,        •        • 

16 

16 

Broadside  guns, 

575 

617 

Crews,     • 

11,591 

9,867 

Tons  of  ships. 

23,601 

20,937 

Thus,  the  superiority  upon  the  whole  was  in  favour  of  the  British, 
but  not  so  much  so  as  would  at  first  sight  appear,  as  three  Dutch  frigates, 
not  named  in  the  ahore  list,  took  an  active  part  in  the  fight,  raking  some 
of  the  British  line  of  hat  tie  ships,  to  which  the  British  had  no  similar 
force  to  oppose.  Nevertheless,  the  Dutch  fought  most  nohly ;  and  it 
was  the  best  stand-up  fight  that  occun'cd  durinj?  the  war. — See  Jamks, 
ii.  73,  74. 

VOL.  III.  *U 
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CHAP.    Ruyter,  as  was  evinced  by  the  loss  on  either  part, 
'  ^  which  in  the  British  was  one  thousand  and  forty  men, 


2797,  and  in  the  Batavian,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
sixty,  besides  the  crews  of  the  prizes,  who  amounted 
to  above  six  thousand.  The  appearance  of  the  Bri- 
tish ships,  at  the  close  of  the  action,  was  very  di£Perent 
from  what  it  usually  is  after  naval  engagements ;  no 
masts  were  down,  little  damage  done  to  the  sails  or 
rigging;  like  their  worthy  adversaries,  the  Dutch 
had  fired  at  the  hull  of  their  enemies,  which  accounts 
for  the  great  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  in  this 
well-fought  engagement.  All  the  English  ships 
had  numerous  holes  in  their  hulls,  and  not  a  few 
balls  sticking  in  them,  but  the  rigging  of  many,  of 
which  the  Monarch  was  one,  was  untouched.  The 
Dutch  were  all  either  dismasted,  or  so  riddled  with 
shot,  as  to  be  altogether  unserviceable.  On  every 
side  marks  of  a  desperate  conflict  were  visible.  But 
the  contest  was  no  longer  equal ;  England  had  quad- 
rupled in  strength  since  the  days  of  Charles  II., 
while  the  United  Provinces  had  declined  both  in 
vigour  and  resources.  Britain  was  now  as  equal  to 
'  jamee,  u.  a  coutcst  with  the  united  navies  of  Europe,  as  she 

AnnVReg.  ^^  *^®^  *^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^®  flccts  of  au  inconsidcrablc 
1797,101'.  republic.^ 

But  the  effects  of  this  victory,  both  upon  the 
Great  ef-  sccurity  and  the  public  spirit  of  Britain,  were  in  the 
^ctory.  highest  degree  important.  Achieved  as  it  had  been 
by  the  fleet  which  had  recently  struck  such  terror 
into  every  class  by  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore,  and 
coming  so  soon  after  that  formidable  event,  it  both 
elevated  the  national  spirit  by  the  demonstration  it 
afforded  how  true  the  patriotism  of  the  seamen  still 
was,  and  the  deliverance  from  the  immediate  peril 
of  invasion  which  it  effected.  A  subscription  was 
immediately  entered  into  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
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of  those  who  had  fallen  in  this  battle,  and  it  soon    chap. 
amounted  to  L.52,000.     The  northern  courts,  whose    ^^"' 
conduct   had  been  dubions  previous  to  this  great    1797. 
event,  were  struck  with  terror ;  and  all  thoughts  of 
revmng  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality  were 
laid  aside.     But  great  as  were  the  external  results, 
it  was  in  its  internal  effects  that  the  vast  importance 
of  this  victory  was  chiefly  made  manifest.     Despon- 
dency was  no  longer  felt ;  the  threatened  invasion  of 
Ireland  was  laid  aside ;  Britain  was  secure.   Enghmd 
now  learned  to  regard  without  dismay  the  victories 
of  the  French  at  land,  and,  secure  in  her  seargirt 
isle,  to  trust  in  those  defenders — 

**  Whose  marcli  is  o'er  the  mountain  wave, 
Whose  home  is  on  the  deep." 

The  joy,  accordingly,  upon  the  intelligence  of  this 
victory,  was  heartfelt  and  unexampled,  from  the 
sovereign  on  the  throne  to  the  beggar  in  the  hovel. 
Bonfires  and  illuminations  were  universal ;  the  en- 
thusiasm spread  to  every  breast;  the  fire  gained 
every  heart ;  and,  amidst  the  roar  of  artillery  and  the 
festive  light  of  cities,  faction  disappeared,  and  dis- 
contents sank  into  neglect.  Numbers  date  from  the 
rejoicings  consequent  on  this  achievement  their  first 
acquaintance  with  the  events  of  life,  among  whom 
may  be  reckoned  the  author,  then  residing  under  his 
paternal  roof,  in  a  remote  parish  of  Shropshire,  whose 
earliest  recollection  is  of  the  sheep-roasting  and  rural 
festivities  which  took  place  on  the  joyful  intelligence  • 
being  received  in  that  secluded  district. 

The  national  gratitude  was  liberally  bestowed  on 
the  leaders  in  these  fflorious  achievements.    Sir  John  Honoow 
Jarvis  received  the  title  of  Earl  St  Vincents;  Ad-orAdmi- 
miral  Duncan  that  of  Viscount  Duncan  of  Camper- ^J^"' 
down,  and  Commodore  Nelson  that  of  Sir  Horatio  sir  John 
Xelson.     From  these  victories  may  be  dated  the  "^"* 
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CHAP,   commencement  of  that  concord  among  all  classes, 
^^^''    and  that  resolute  British  spirit,  which  never  after- 


1797.  wards  deserted  this  country.  Her  subsequent  Ticto- 
ries  were  for  conquest,  these  were  for  existence ;  from 
the  deepest  dejection,  and  an  unexampled  accumula- 
tion of  disasters,  she  arose  at  once  into  security  and 
renown;  the  democratic  spirit  gradually  subsided, 
from  the  excitation  of  new  passions,  and  the  force  of 
more  ennobling  recollections ;  and  the  rising  genera- 
tion, who  began  to  mingle  in  public  affairs,  now  sen- 
sibly influenced  national  thought,  by  the  display  of 
the  patriotic  spirit  which  had  been  nursed  amidst  the 
dangers  and  the  glories  of  their  infant  years. 

The  remaining  maritime  operations  of  this  year 
Abortire    are  hardly  deserving  of  notice.     A  descent  of  four- 
PwTbroke  *®®^  hundred  men,  chiefly  composed  of  deserters  and 
Bay.   Cap.  banditti,  in  the  bay  of  Pembroke,  in  February,  in- 
Trinidad.    tended  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  British  go- 
vernment from  Ireland,  the  real  point  of  attack, 
met  with  the  result  which  might  have  been  antici- 
pated, by  all  the  party  being  taken  prisoners.    Early 
iiith  Feb.  in  spring,  an  expedition,  under  General  Abercrombv, 
captured  the  island  of  Trinidad,  with  a  garrison  of 
seventeen  hundred  men,  and  a  ship  of  the  line  in 
the  harbour ;  but  two  months  after,  the  same  force 
failed  in  an  attack  on  Porto  Rico ;  notwithstanding 
which,  however,  the  superiority  of  the  British  over 
"  Ann.  Reg.  the  uavy  of  their  combined  enemies,  was  eminently 
©4^^'jom  coiispicuous  duriug  the   whole   year,   both  in  the 
z.  218.      Atlantic  and  Indian  oceans.^ 

It  was  just  permitted  to  the  illustrious  statesman. 
Death  of    to  whoso  gcuius  and  foresight  the  development  of 
Mr  Burke.  ^^^  dauutless  Spirit  which  led  to  these  glorious  con- 
sequences is  mainly,  under  Providence,  to  be  ascribed, 
to  witness  its  results.     Mr  Burke,  whose  health  had 
been  irretrievably  broken  by  the  death  of  his  son, 
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and  who  had  long  laboured  under  severe  and  increa^   chap. 
ing  weakness,  at  length  breathed  his  last  at  his    ^^^^ 


conntryHseat  of  Beaconsfield,  on  the  9th  July  1797.    1797. 
His  counsels  on  English  politics  during  his  la^t^^j, 
eventful  moments,  were  of  the  same  direct,  lofty,  1797. 
and  uncompromising  spirit  which  had  made  his  voice 
sound  as  the  note  of  a  trumpet  to  the  heart  of  Eng- 
land.    His  last  work,  the  Letters  on  a  Regicide 
Peace,  published  a  few  months  before  his  death,  is 
distinguished  by  the  same  fervent  eloquence,  profound 
wisdom,  and  farnseeing  sagacity,  which  characterized 
his  earlier  productions  on  the  French  Revolution. 
As  his  end  approached,  the  vigour  of  his  spirit,  if 
possible,  increased;   and  his  prophetic*  eye  antici- 
pated, from  the  bed  of  death,  those  glorious  triumphs 
which  were  destined  to  immortalize  the  close  of  the 
conflict.     ^^  Never,^^  exclaimed  he,  in  his  last  hours, 
"  never  succumb.     It  is  a  struggle  for  your  existence 
as  a  nation.     If  you  must  die,  die  with  the  sword  in 
your  hand.     But  I  have  no  fears  whatever  for  the 
result.     There  is  a  salient  living  principle  of  energy 
in  the  public  mind  of  England,  which  only  requires 
proper  direction  to  enable  her  to  withstand  this,  or  *  Regicide 
any  other  ferocious  foe.     Persevere,  therefore,  tillji«.   ' 
this  tyranny  be  overpast."^ 

Thus  departed  this  life,  if  not  in  the  maturity  of 
years,  at  least  in  the  fulness  of  glory,  Edmund  Burke,  hu  chamc 
The  history  of  England,  prodigal  as  it  is  of  great  ^nt^r* 
men,  has  no  such  philosophic  statesman  to  boast ;  the 
annals  of  Ireland,  graced  though  they  be  with  splen- 
did characters,  hav6  no  such  shining  name  to  exhibit. 
His  was  not  the  mere  force  of  intellect,  the  ardour  of 
imagination,  the  richness  of  genius ;  it  was  a  combi- 
nation of  the  three,  unrivalled,  perhaps,  in  any  other 
age  or  country.  Endowed  by  nature  with  a  power- 
ful understanding,  an  inventive  fancy,  a  burning  clo- 
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CHAP,  quence,  he  exhibited  the  rare  combination  of  these 
'_  great  qualities  with  deep  thought,  patient  investigar 


1797.  t^on,  boundless  research.  His  speeches  in  Parliament 
were  not  so  impressive  as  those  of  Mirabeau  in  the 
National  Assembly,  only  because  they  were  more 
profound ;  he  did  not  address  himself  with  equal  feli- 
city to  the  prevailing  feeling  of  the  majority.  He 
was  ever  in  advance  of  the  times,  and  left  to  pos- 
terity the  difficult  task  of  reaching,  through  pain 
and  su£Pering,  the  elevation  to  which  he  was  at  once 
borne  on  the  wings  of  prophetic  genius.  Great,  ac- 
cordingly, and  deserved,  as  was  his  reputation  in  the 
age  in  which  he  lived,  it  was  not  so  great  as  it  has 
since  become ;  and  strongly  as  subsequent  times  have 
felt  the  truth  of  his  principles,  they  are  destined  to 
rise  into  still  more  general  celebrity  in  the  future 
ages  of  mankind.  His  eloquence  in  Parliament, 
though  often  in  the  highest  degree  brilliant,  was 
seldom  effective ;  and  it  was  a  common  observation 
at  the  time,  that  his  rising  acted  like  the  dinner*bell 
in  thinning  the  house.  In  this  there  is  nothing  sur- 
prising :  he  was  too  far  before  his  age.  Eloquence, 
to  be  popular,  must  be  in  advance  of  the  age,  and 
but  a  little  in  advance. 

Burke,  throughout  life,  was  on  terms  of  intimate 
parallel  of  friendship  with'  Johnson :  and  no  one  more  strongly 
Md'iSI'ko  ^^^*  *^®  ^^*  extent  of  his  genius.    His  celebrated 
M  writer?,  sayiug,  "  Sir,  you  cannot  stand  for  five  minutes  un- 
der a  shed  with  Mr  Burke,  during  a  shower  of  rain, 
without  hearing  something  worth  recollecting,"  shews 
in  what  estimation  he  was  held  by  the  great  philo- 
sopher of  the  eighteenth  century.    Their  minds  were, 
in  many  respects,  similar :  in  others,  so  various  as 
to  have  scarce  any  affinity  to  each  other.      Both 
had  a  deep  sense  of  religion,  a  profound  feeling  of 
duty,  high  principles  of  honour,  an  ardent  patriot- 
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ism,  extensive  erudition.     Both  had  vast  stores  of   chap. 

acquired  learning,  which  restrained  without  oppress- ]_ 

ing  the  fire  of  an  ardent  and  poetical  imagination.  1797. 
Both  knew  mankind  well  in  all  ranks,  had  seen  life 
in  all  its  hearings,  had  great  powers  of  conversation, 
and  had  observed  and  meditated  much  on  human  af- 
fairs. But  Burke^s  writings  are  as  much  superior  to 
Johnson^s,  as  Johnson^s  sayings  are  to  Burke's.  The 
habit  and  necessity  of  public  speaking  had  made 
Burke  burst  through  the  trammels  of  an  artificial 
style,  which,  in  writing,  coerced  the  recluse  author  of 
the  Rambler.  Johnson's  solitary  independence  and 
asperity  of  character  enabled  him  to  give  a  point  to 
his  sayings,  which  the  Parliamentary  orator  neces- 
sarily shunned,  or  perhaps  did  not  possess.  No  col- 
lection of  Burke's  sayings  could  have  equalled  what 
are  to  be  met  with  in  BoswelPs  Johnson :  but  Johnson 
could  never  have  written  Burke's  Reflections  on  the 
French  Revolution  or  Regicide  Peace. 

Like  all  men  of  a  sound  intellect,  an  ardent  dis- 
position, and  an  independent  character,  Mr  Burke  views  on 
was  strongly  attached  to  the  principles  of  freedom ;  ^y^Iltion. 
and,  during  the  American  war,  when-  those  principles 
appeared  to  be  endangered  by  the  conduct  of  the 
English  government,  he  stood  forth  as  an  uncom- 
promising leader  of  the  Opposition  in  Parliament. 
He  was  from  the  outset,  however,  the  friend  of  free- 
dom only  in  conjunction  with  its  indispensable  allies, 
order  and  property ;  and  the  severing  of  the  United 
States  from  the  British  empire,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  pure  Republic  beyond  the  Atlantic,  ap- 
pears to  have  given  the  first  rude  shock  to  his  visions 
of  the  elevation  and  improvement  of  the  species, 
and  suggested  the  painful  doubt,  whether  the  cause 
of  liberty  might  not,  in  the  end,  be  more  endangered 
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CHAP,  by  the  extravagance  of  its  supporters  than  by  the 
^^^^'  efforts  of  its  enemies.  These  doubts  were  confirmed 
1797.  ^y  *^^  ^'®*'  8.spect  of  the  French  Revolution ;  and 
while  many  of  the  greatest  men  of  his  age  were 
dazzled  by  the  brightness  of  its  morning  light,  he  at 
once  discerned,  amidst  the  deceitful  blaze,  the  small 
black  cloud  which  was  to  cover  the  universe  with 
darkness. 

With  the  characteristic  ardour  of  his  disposition, 
which  often  led  him  into  vehemence  and  invective, 
he  instantly  espoused  the  opposite  side ;  and,  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  efforts  in  defence  of  order,  he  was 
led  to  profounder  principles  of  political  wisdom  than 
any  intellect,  save  that  of  Bacon,  Had  reached,  and 
which  are  yet  far  in  advance  of  the  general  under- 
standing of  mankind.  His  was  not  the  instinctive 
horror  at  revolution  which  arises  from  the  possession 
of  power,  the  prejudices  of  birth,  or  the  selfishness 
of  wealth ;  on  the  contrary,  he  brought  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  great  questions  which  then  divided 
society,  prepossessions  only  on  the  other  side,  a  heart 
long  warmed  by  the  feelings  of  liberty,  a  disposition 
enthusiastic  in  its  support,  a  lifetime  spent  in  its 
service.  He  was  led  to  combat  the  principles  of  Ja- 
cobinism from  an  early  and  clear  perception  of  their 
consequences ;  from  foreseeing  that  they  would  in- 
fallibly, if  successful,  destroy  the  elements  of  free- 
dom ;  and,  in  the  end,  leave  to  society,  bereft  of  all 
its  bulwarks,  only  an  old  age  of  slavery  and  decline. 
It  was  not  as  the  enemy,  but  the  friend  of  liberty, 
that  he  was  the  determined  opponent  of  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  and  such  will  ever  be  the  foundation  in  cha- 
racter on  which  the  most  resolute,  because  the  most 
enlightened  and  the  least  selfish,  resistance  to  de- 
mocratic ascendency  will  be  founded. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

CAMPAIGN  OF  1797— FALL  OF  VENICE. 

ARGUMENT. 

RoHiaTCoedaf  from  the  contemplated  MeMuret  of  Ciitharine— Plant  of  the  Director^r     CHAP 
-Bcnndottels  and  Delmat's  divlsiont  Join  Napoleon — Dlspoeition  of  his  Forcee— Pre-     TXIII. 
piratioiuof  the  Imperialiita — Great  Spirit  in  the  Hereditary  States — Kapoleon  antl-  ___ 


cipstas  the  Arrival  of  the  Austrian  Veterans— Danger  of  that  Plan — Description  of  I797 
tbe  Theatre  of  War — Its  Roads  and  Bivers — Napoleon  resolvea  to  turn  the  Austrian 
Left—His  Proclamation  to  his  Soldiers — Great  Interest  excited  in  Europe  hy  the  ap- 
proaching Contest^  Operations  of  Massena  on  the  left — Passage  of  the  Isonso  hy 
Bernadotte— MiasMna  makes  himself  master  of  the  Col-de-Tanris — Desperate  Actions 
there — ^It  is  finally  won  by  the  Republicans — Bayalitch's  division  is  Surrounded,  and 
made  Prisooera — Napoleon  crosses  the  ridge  of  the  Alps — Occupies  Klagenfiirth — 
Snoeassftd  Operations  of  Joubert  in  the  Tyrol — Desperate  Action  at  the  Pass  of 
Qaosen,  wfaidi  ia  at  length  carried— Joubert  adTances  to  Stendng — Greneral  Alarm 
in  the  Tjrol — He  marches  acroes  to  Join  Napoleon  at  Klagenf^th — Results  of  these 
Actions — ^Perilous  Condition,  notwithstanding,  of  Napoleon — He  in  consequence  makes 
proposals  of  Feaoe  to  the  Archdnke,  and  at  the  same  time  severely  presses  the  retreat- 
tag  ImperiaUsta—  They  are  Defeated  at  the  Gorge  of  Neumarkt — Napoleon  pushes  on 
to  Jademhourg,  and  the  Archduke  retires  towards  Vienna — Terror  excited  there  by 
these  Disasters — Preliminaries  are  agreed  to  at  Leoben — Disastrous  State  of  the 
Freaeh  in  Croatia  and  T^rol — ^Extreme  Danger  of  Napoleon — Conditions  of  the  Pre- 
Hmfaiariee— Snormons  IiOoetioe  of  this  Treaty  as  far  as  regards  Venice — State  of 
Veelee  at  this  period — Its  long-continued  Decline — Rapid  progress  of  Democratic 
Idess  In  the  Cities  of  the  Venetian  Territory,  which  are  secretly  encouraged  by 
Kapolson— Democratle  Insurrection  breaks  out  in  the  Venetian  Provinces,  which  soon 
sfireads  to  all  the  chief  Towns — Consternation  at  Venice — The  Senate  send  Deputies 
to  Napoleon — His  Duplicity,  and  refusal  to  act  against  the  Insurgents,  or  let  the 
Venetians  do  so — Venetians  at  last  resolve  to  crush  the  Insurrection — Hostilities  break 
cot  between  the  two  parties — ^the  Connter-Insurrection  spreads  immAisely — Continued 
Infdcctsion  of  the  Venetian  Senate  in  regard  to  France — Aflbcted  anger  of  Napoleon — 
XsHscre  at  Verona,  whioh  is  speedily  suppressed  by  the  French  Troops — Massacre  at 
Lido— Bflbrts  ot  the  Venetian  Senate  to  avert  the  stOnn — Reeourcei  still  at  the  com* 
rasadof  Venice— War  d^lared  by  Napoleon  against  Venice— Manifestoes  on  both  sides— 
rnivtraal  Revolt  of  the  Continental  Towns  of  the  Venetian  Territory— Anarchy  in 
Tcniee  itself— The  Senate  abdicate  their  authority — The  Populace  stiU  endeavour  to 
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I^g  A  p      reclat  the  8iil||iigmtlon  of  Um  State— But  Venice  fkUa — Joj  of  the  Demoonifcle  Pv^ 

XXIII.     Treaty  of  16th  ICej  between  Napoleon  and  Venice — State  of  the  Armice  on  the  Uum 

..___  — Paeeage  of  that  River  at  Diersheim,  and  Defeat  of  the  Anstrians — Operationi  eel 


1797  ehort  by  the  Armistice  of  Leoben— Conunencement  of  operatlona  by  Hoche  ea  tlN 
Lower  Rhine— Passage  of  that  River  forced  at  Nrawied — Defeat  of  the  Anstrians— 
Hostilities  stopped  by  the  Armistice  of  Leoben — State  of  Pmssia  during  this  yetr— 
Its  Policy — Death  of  the  King — His  Character — Accession  of  Frederick  William  III. 
— His  Character — Early  Measures  and  Policy — Retrospect  of  the  Astonishing  See* 
cesses  of  Napoleon — Commencement  of  the  Negotiations  at  Udina  in  Italy — Splcndoar 
of  Napoleon's  Court  there — RcTolution  at  Genoa  brought  about  by  the  Frendi — The 
Senate  defeat  the  Insurgents — The  French  then  Interfere,  and  Tigoronsly  support  the 
Democratic  Party — Senate  upon  this  Submit^ Violent  Passions  of  the  People^Ranl 
Insurrection  breaks  out—  Which  is  Suppressed—  Deplorable  Humiliation  of  Piedmoat 
—Negotiations  between  England  and  France  opened  at  Lisle — Moderation  of  Englssd 
— They  are  broken  off  by  the  Tehemeiice  and  arrogance  of  France — Progi^ess  of  ths 
Negotiations  at  Udinn—  Terms  are  at  length  sgreed  to— Simulated  arrogance  and  reel 
*  fears  of  Na|ioleon — His  Secret  Motives  for  signing  this  Treaty — The  Directory  had 
forbid  the  Spoliation  of  Venice — Its  Infamy  rests  exclusively  on  Napoleon — Terms  of 
the  Treaty  of  Campo  Formio — Its  Secret  Articles — Horror  excited  at  Venice  by  ths 
Publication  of  the  Treaty — Great  Sensation  excited  by  this  event  in  Europe — Infiuaooi 
Conduct  of  Napoleon  in  this  Transaction — Important  light  which  it  throws  npoa  bis 
Character — Atrocious  Conduct  of  Austria— Weakness  of  the  Venetiaa  AristoerAcy— 
Insanity  of  the  Democratic  Party — Striking  Contrast  exhibited  at  the  aame  period  Iv 
the  Nobility  and  People  of  England. 

Thb  year  1797  was  far  from  realizing  the  brilliant 
Ruaria  re-  prospects  which  Mr  Pitt  had  formed  for  the  campaign, 
the  «>n'^™  and  which  the  recent  alliance  with  the  Empress  CSa- 
tempiated  tharino  had  rendered  so  likely  to  be  fulfilled.    The 
ofc^thft-    death  of  that  great  princess,  who,  alone  with  the 
^"^^'         British  statesmen,  appreciated  the  full  extent  of  the 
danger,  and  the  necessity  of  vigorous  measures  to 
counteract  it,  dissolved  all  the  projected  armaments. 
The  Emperor  Paul,  who  succeeded  her,  countermanded 
the  great  levy  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men, 
which  she  had  ordered  for  the  French  war ;  and  so 
far  from  evincing  any  disposition  to  mingle  in  the  con- 
tentions of  Southern  Europe,  seemed  absorbed  only  in 
the  domestic  concerns  of  his  vast  empire.     Prussia 
was  still  neutral,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  a  consi- 
derable time  must  elapse  before  the  veterans  of  the 
Archduke  could  be  drawn  from  the  Upper  Rhine 
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to  defend  the  Alpine  frontier  of    the    Hereditary    chap. 
States.     Every  thing,  therefore,  conspired  to  indicate, .  ^^"^' 


that,  by  an  early  and  vigorous  effort,  a  fatal  blow    1797, 
might  be  struck  at  the  heart  of  the  Austrian  power,  1 7]^.  i,. 
before  the  resources  of  the  monarchy  could  be  collected  *®'   Jo™- 
to  repel  it/ 

Aware  of  the  necessity  of  commencing  operations 
early  in  spring,  Napoleon  had  in  the  beginning  of  the  Plans  of 
preceding  winter  urged  the  Directory  to  send  himto^.  "^ 
powerful  reinforcements,  and  put  forth  the  strength  of  ^"J^***** 
the  Republic  in  a  quarter  where  the  barriers  of  the  join  Napo- 
Imperial  dominions  were  already  in  a  great  measure  **"' 
overcome.  Every  thing  indicated  that  that  was  the 
most  vulnerable  side  on  which  the  enemy  could  be  as- 
sailed ;  but  the  jealousy  of  the  government  prevented 
them  from  placing  the  greater  part  of  their  forces  at 
the  disposal  of  so  ambitious  and  enterprising  a  general 
as  the  Italian  conqueror.  Obstinately  adhering  to  the 
plan  of  Carnot,  which  all  the  disasters  of  the  preced- 
ing campaign  had  not  taught  them  to  distrust,  they 
directed  Hoche  to  send  his  forces  to  the  army  of  the 
Sambre  and  Meuse,  of  which  he  received  the  com- 
mand, while  large  reinforcements  were  also  dispatched 
to  the  army  of  the  Rhine ;  the  plan  being  to  open  the 
campaign  with  two  armies  of  eighty  thousand  each  in 
Germany,  acting  independent  of  each  other,  and  on  a 
parallel  and  far  distant  line  of  operations.  The  divi- 
sions of  Bemadotte  and  Delmas,  above  twenty  thou- 
sand strong,  were  sent  from  the  Rhine  to  strengthen 
the  Army  of  Italy.  These  brave  men  crossed  the 
Alps  in  the  depth  of  winter.  In  ascending  Mont  Cenis, 
a  violent  snow-storm  arose,  and  the  guides  recom- 
mended a  halt ;  but  the  officers  ordered  the  drums  to 
beat  and  the  charge  to  sound,  and  they  faced  the 
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CHAP,   tefmpest  as  they  would  have  rushed  upon  the  enemy* 
The  arrival  of  these  troops  raised  the  army  imme- 


1797.    diately  under  the  c(Hnmand  of  Napoleon  to  sixty-one 
thousand  men,  independent  of  sixteen  thousand  who 
were  scattered  from  Ancona  to  Milan^  and  employed 
in  overawing  the  Pope,  and  securing  the  rear  and 
communications  of  the  army.    Four  divisions,  des- 
tined for  immediate  operations,  were  assemhled  in  the 
Trevisane  March  in  the  end  of  February ;  viz.  that 
of  Massena  at  Bassano,  Sermrier  at  Castelbranco, 
Augereau  at  Treviso,  and  Bemadotte  at  Padua.    Jou- 
bert,  with  his  own  division,  reinforced  by  those  of 
Delmas  and  Baraguay  D^Hilliers,  was  stationed  in 
ijom.  X.    '^T^ol?  to  make  head  against  the  formidable  forces 
TiJ.1l!  S'  '''^^^^  *^^  Imperialists  were  assembling  in  that  war- 
51,61.    '  Uke  province.* 

Meanwhile  the  Austrian  government  had  been  ac- 

Prepara-    tivcly  employed  during  the  winter  in  taking  measures 

imM^i^  to  repair  the  losses  of  the  campaign,  and  make  head 

i«tk  against  the  redoubtable  enemy  who  threatened  them 

oiwt  fpirit  on  the  Carinthian  frontiers.     The  great  successes  of 

^^^^'^'the  Archduke  in  Germany  had  filled  them  with  the 

«tat«0.       strongest  hopes  that  the  talents  and  influence  of  that 

youthful  general  would  succeed  in  stemming  the  tor- 

rent  of  invasion  from  the  Italian  plains.     As  their 

veteran  forces  in  Italy  had  almost  all  perished  in  the 

disastrous  campaign  of  1796,  they  resolved,  to  bring 

thirty  thousand  men,  under  the  Archduke  in  person, 

from  the  Upper  Rhine,  to  oppose  Napoleon,  leaving 

only  one  corps  there  under  Latour,  and  another  under 

Wemeck  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  to  make  bead 

against  the  Republican  armies.     Fresh  levies  of  men 

were  made  in  Bohemia,  lUyria,  and  Galicia ;  the  con^ 

tingents  of  Tyrol  were  quadrupled ;  and  the  Hungarian 
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nobility,  imitating  the  noble  example  of  their  ancestors   chap. 

in  the  time  of  Maria  Theresa,  voted  twenty  thousand  in-  ^ ]_ 

fantry  and  ten  thousand  caralry,  besides  immense  stores  1797. 
of  provisions  and  foiage,  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 
These  forces,  speedily  raised,  were  animated  with  that  22d  Nov. 
firm  and  persevering  spirit  which  has  always  charac- 
terized the  Austrian  nation ;  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people,  awakened  by  the  near  approach  of  danger,  rose 
to  the  highest  pitch  ;  and  the  recruits,  hastily  moved 
forward,  soon  filled  the  shattered  battalions  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tagliamento.  But  new  levies,  however 
brave,  do  not  at  once  form  soldiers ;  the  young  re- 
cruits were  no  match  for  the  veterans  of  Napoleon ; 
and  by  an  inexplicable  tardiness,  attended  with  the 
most  disastrous  effects,  the  experienced  soldiers  from 
the  army  of  the  Rhine  were  not  brought  up  till  it  was 
too  late  for  them  to  be  of  any  service  in  the  issue  of*  '<»• »' 

-  .  ^  .  9,27,28. 

the  campaign. 

Anxious  to  strike  a  decisive  blow  before  this  great 
reinforcement  arrived,  Napoleon  commenced  opera- Napoleon 
tioBs  on  the  lOlh  March,  when  the  Archduke  had  only  the  arrival 
assembled  thirty  thousand  men  on  the  Tagliamento,  xi^an 
and  when  three  weeks  must  yet  elapse  before  the  like  ▼«*«»»■• 
number  of  veteran  troops  could  *  even  begin  to  arrive 
from  the  Rhine.     Nothing  demonstrates  more  clearly 
the  vital  importance  of  time  in  war  :  to  this  fatal  de- 
lay all  the  disasters  of  the  campaign  were  inunediately 
owing.    What  could  the  Archduke  do  with  half  the 
forces  opposed  to  him  in  arresting  the  progress  of  the 
conqueror  of  Italy  ?     The  summits  of  the  Alps  were 
Btill  resplendent  with  snow  and  ice,  but  this  only  in-« 
flamed  the  ambition  of  the  youthful  hero,     In  com^ 
mencing  operations  thus  early,  however,  the  French 
general  incurred  a  fearful  risk.     The  armies  of  the  i>ai:«en  (»C 
Republic  on  the  Rhine  were  not  iu  a  condition  ifi  taHe 
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CHAP,  the  field  for  a  month  afterwards,  and  Napoleon  was 
'_  about  to  precipitate  himself  into  the  midst  of  the  Aus- 


1 797.    trian  monarchy  without  any  other  support  than  what  he 
could  derive  from  his  own  forces.    Had  the  Archduke 
been  permitted  to  collect  his  army  in  the  Tyrol,  in- 
stead of  Carinthia,  there  summoned  to  his  standard 
the  enthusiastic  peasantry  of  that  province,  and  fallen 
back,  in  case  of  need,  on  his  reinforcements  coming 
up  from  the  Rhine,  he  would  have  covered  Vienna  just 
1  Th.  z.     as  effectually  as  on  the  direct  road,  accelerated  by 
jom.x.s7.  three  weeks  the  junction  with  those  forces,  and  pro- 
Nap,  iv.  68.  bably  totally  changed  the  fate  of  the  campaign.^ 

But  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  the  Aulic  Council 
Errors  of    or  the  Directory   did  most  to  ruin  the  designs  of 
trian  plan  their  victorious  generals  ;  for  the  former  obliged  the 
tfoM*"^     Archduke  to  assemble  his  army  on  the  Tagliamen- 
to,  instead  of  the  Adige ;  while  the  latter  refused  to 
ratify  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  by  which 
Napoleon  had   calculated  on  a  subsidiary  force  of 
ten  thousand  men,  to  protect  the  rear  and  maintain 
the   communications  of  his  army.      To  compensate 
this  loss,  he  had  laboured  all   the  winter   to  con- 
clude an  alliance  with  the  Venetian  republic;  but 
its  haughty,  yet  timid  aristocracy,  worn  out  with  the 
French  exactions,  not  only  declined  his  overtures,  but 
manifested  some  symptoms  of  alienation  from  the  Re- 
publican interest,  which  obliged  the  French  general 
to  leave  a  considerable  force  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Verona,  to  overawe  their  vacillating  councils.     Thus 
Napoleon  was  left  alone  to  hazard  an  irruption  into 
the  Austrian  states,  and  scale  the  Noric  and  Julian 
1  jom.  X.    Alps  with  sixty  thousand  men,  leaving  on  his  left  the 
iv.'69, 73   warlike  province  of  Tyrol,  by  which  his  communicar 
Th.  ix.  63,  ^.jQj^a  yf[^i^  ^\^Q  Adige  might  be  cut  off,  and  on  his  right 

Croatia  and  the  Venetian  states,^  the  first  of  which 
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was  warmly  attached  to  the  house  of  Austria,  while    chap. 
the  last  might  be  expected,  on  the  least  reverse,  to '_ 


join  the  same  standard.  1797. 

Three  great  roads  lead  from  Verona  across  the 
Alps  to  Vienna ;  that  of  Tyrol,  that  of  Carinthia,  Deserip>  . 
and  that  of  Carniola.     The  first,  following  the  line  ofthMtreof 
the  Adige  by  Bolzano  and  Brixen,  crosses  the  ridge  ^*'' 
of  the  Brenner  into  the  valley  of  the  Inn,  from  whence 
it  passes  by  Salzbourg  into  that  of  the  Danube,  and 
descends  to  Vienna  after  passing  the  Ens.     The  se- 
cond traverses  the  Vicentine  and  Trevisane  Marches, 
crosses  the  Piave  and  the  Tagliamento,  surmounts  the 
Alps  by  the  Col-de-Tarwis,  descends  into  Carinthia, 
crosses  the  Drave  at  Villach,  and,  by  Klagenfurth 
and  the  course  of  the  Muer,  mounts  the  Simmering, 
from  whence  it  descends  into  the  plain  of  Vienna. 
The  third,  by  Carniola,  passes  the  Isonzo  at  Gradisca, 
goes  through  Laybach,  crosses  the  Save  and  the  Drave, 
enters  Styria,  passes  Oratz,  the  capital  of  that  pro- 
Tince,  and  joins  the  immediately  preceding  road  at 
Brack.    Five  lateral  roads  lead  from  the  chaiusie  ofiti  roRds: 
Tyrol  to  that  of  Carinthia ;  the  first,  branching  off 
from  Brixen,  joins  the  other  at  Villach ;  the  second, 
from  Salzbourg,  leads  to  Spital ;  the  third,  from  Lintz, 
traverses  a  lofty  ridge  to  Judembourg;  the  fourth, 
from  Ens,  crosses  to  Leoben ;  the  fifths  from  Pollen, 
to  Bruck.     Three  cross-roads  unite  the  chatissee  of 
Carinthia  with  that  of  Carniola ;  the  first  branches  off*  Pewonai 
from  Gonzia,  and,  following  the  course  of  the  Isonzo,  tions. 
joins,  at  Tarwis,  the  route  of  Carinthia ;  the  second  ^^f^^"^' 
connects  Laybach  and  Klagenfurth ;  the  third,  setting  Jom.  z.  29, 
oat  from  Marburg,  also  terminates  at  Klagenfurth.^    64, 65. ' 

The  rivers  which  descend  from  this  chain  of  moun- 
tains into  the  Adriatic  sea,  did  not  present  any  formid-  And  rivm, 
able  obstacles.     The  Piave  and  the  Tagliamento  were 
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CHAP,    hardly  defensible :  and  althoufifh  the  line  of  the  Isonzo 

XXIII.  . 

was  far  stronger,  yet  it  was  susceptible  of  being  tamed 


1797.    by  the  Col-de-Tarwis.     By  accumulating  the  mass  of 

histforces  on  his  own  left,  and  penetrating  through  tbe 

higher  ridges,  Napoleon  perceived  that  he  would  ove> 

come  all  the  obstacles  which  nature  had  opposed  to 

Napoleon    jjig  advauce,  and  turn  all  the  Austrian  positions  by  tbe 

r68olvM  to  ,  L  t/ 

turn  the     Alps  which  Commanded  them.     He  directed  Massena, 
right**"    accordingly,  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy  with 
his  powerful  division,  while  the  three  others  attacked 
them  in  front  at  the  same  time.     Joubert,  with  seven- 
teen thousand  men,  received  orders  to  force  the  passes 
of  the  Italian  Tyrol,  and  drive  the  enemy  over  the 
Brenner ;  and  Victor,  who  was  still  on  the  Appenines, 
was  destined  to  move  forward  with  his  division,  which 
successive  additions  would  raise  to  twenty  thousand 
men,  to  the  Adige,  to  keep  in  check  the  Venetian 
levies,  and  secure  the  communications  of  the  army. 
Thirty-five  thousand  of  the  Austrian  forces,  under  the 
Archduke  in  person,  were  assembled  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Tagliamento ;  the  remainder  of  his  army,  fifteen 
»  jom.  X.    thousand  strong,  were  in  the  Tyrol  at  Bolzano,  while 
w',72!rJ.  thirty  thousand  of  his  best  troops  were  only  beginning 
Th.  ix.  67.  their  march  from  the  Upper  Rhine.* 

Napoleon  moved  his  headquarters  to  Bassano  on  the 
Napoieon'0  9th  March,  and  addressed  the  following  order  of  the 
Sw^^toWB  day  to  his  army  : — "  Soldiers !  The  fall  of  Mantua  has 
■oidien.     terminated  the  war  in  Italy,  which  has  given  you  eter- 
nal titles  to  the  gratitude  of  your  country.     You  have 
been  victorious  in  fourteen  pitched  battles  and  seventy 
combats :  you  have  mad^  100,000  prisoners,  taken 
500  pieces  of  field  artillery,  2000  of  heavy  calibre,  and 
four  sets  of  pontoons.     The  contributions  you  have 
levied    on  the  vanquished  countries   have   clothed, 
fed,  and  paid  the  army,  and  you  have,  besides,  sent 
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30,000,000  of  francs  to  the  public  treasury.      You    chap. 
have  enriched  the  Museum  of  Paris  with  300  ch^fs- 1_ 


^mwre  oli  art,  the  produce  of  thirty  centuries.  You  1797, 
have  conquered  the  finest  countries  in  Europe  for  the 
Republic ;  the  Transpadane  and  Cispadane  Republics 
owe  to  you  their  freedom.  The  French  colours  now 
fly,  for  the  first  time,  on  the  shores  of  the  Adriatic,  in 
front,  and  within  twenty-four  hours'  sail  of  the  coun- 
try of  Alexander !  The  Kings  of  Sardinia,  of  Naples, 
the  Pope,  the  Duke  of  Parma,  have  been  detached  from 
the  coalition.  You  have  chased  the  English  from 
Leghorn,  Genoa,*  Corsica ;  and  now  still  higher  desti- 
nies await  you :  you  will  shew  yourselves  worthy  of 
them !  Of  all  the  enemies  who  were  leagued  against 
the  Republic,  the  Emperor  alone  maintains  the  con- 
test ;  but  he  is  blindly  led  by  that  perfidious  cabinet, 
which,  a  stranger  to  the  evils  of  war,  smiles  at  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  Continent.  Peace  can  no  longer  be  found 
but  in  the  heart  of  the  Hereditary  States :  in  seeking 
it  there,  you  will  respect  the  religion,  the  manners,  the 
property  of  a  brave  people :  you  will  bring  freedom  to  1  N»p.  w. 
the  vaUant  Hungarian  nation."^  ^''• 

The  approaching  contest  between  the  Archduke 
Charles  and  Napoleon  excited  the  utmost  interest  Onat 
throughout  Europe,  both  from  the  magnitude  of  the  J^^jit^  j^j 
cause  which  they  respectively  bore  upon  their  swords,  ^°"p®  ^^ 
and  the  great  deeds  which,  on  different  theatres,  they  proaching 
had  severally  achieved.     The  one  appeared  resplen- **^*®^ 
dent,  from  the  conquest  of  Italy ;  the  other  illustrious, 
from  the  deliverance  of  Germany  :  the  age  of  both  was 
the  same ;  their  courage  equal,  their  mutual  respect 
reciprocal.     But  their  dispositions  were  extremely  dif- 
ferent, and  the  resources  on  which  they  had  to  rely  in 
the  contest  which  was  approaching,  as  various  as  the 
causes  which  they  supported.     The  one  was  audacious 
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CHAP,   and  impetuous ;  the  other,  calm  and  judicious :  the  first 
^  was  at  the  head  of  troops  hitherto  unconquered  ;  the 


1797.  last,  of  soldiers  dispirited  hy  disaster  :  the  former  com- 
bated not  with  arms  alone,  but  the  newly-roused  pas- 
sions ;  the  latter  with  the  weapons  only  of  the  ancient 
faith.  The  Republican  army  was  the  more  numerous ; 
the  Imperial  the  more  fully  equipped  :  on  the  victory 
of  Napoleon  depended  the  maintenance  of  the  Repub- 
lican sway  in  Italy ;  on  the  success  of  the  Archduke, 
the  existence  of  the  empire  of  the  Cessars  in  Grermany. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  people  of  the  provinces,  around 
and  behind  the  theatre  of  war,  were  attached  to  the 
Austrians,  and  hostile  to  the  French ;  retreat,  there- 
fore, was  the  policy  of  the  former,  impetuous  advance 
of  the  latter :  victory  by  the  one  was  to  be  won  by 
rapidity  of  attack ;  success  could  be  hoped  for  by  the 
other  only  by  protracting  the  contest.  Great  rein- 
forcements were  hastening  to  the  Archduke  from  the 
Rhine,  the  Hereditary  States,  and  Hungary,  while 
his  adversary  could  expect  no  assistance,  beyond  what 
he  at  first  brought  into  action.  Success  at  first,  there- 
fore, seemed  within  the  grasp  of  Napoleon ;  but  if  the 
^  Bot.  ii.  contest  could  be  protracted,  it  might  be  expected  to 
m,  173.    d^g^rt  tjj^  Republican  for  the  Imperial  banners.' 

On  the  10th  March  all  the  columns  of  the  oimy 
Piumge  of  were  in  motion,  though  the  weather  was  still  rigorous, 
mwiTo!^**  and  snow  to  the  depth  of  several  feet  encumbered  the 
higher  passes  of  the  mountains.  Massena^s  advanced 
guard  came  first  into  action  ;  he  set  out  from  Bassano, 
crossed  the  Piave  in  the  mountains,  came  up  with  the 
division  of  Lusignan,  which  he  defeated,  with  the  loss 
of  five  hundred  prisoners,  among  whom  was  that 
general  himself.  By  pressing  forward  through  the 
higher  Alps,  he  compelled  the  Archduke,  to  avoid  his 
right  flank  being  turned,  to  fall  back  from  the  Piave 
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to  the  Tagliamento,  and  concentrate  his  armj  behind    chap. 
the  latter  stream*     On  the  16th  March,  at  nine  o^clock   ^^^^^* 


in  the  morning,  the  three  divisions  of  the  French  1707. 
army,  destined  to  act  under  Napoleon  in  person,  were  leth  Mar. 
drawn  up  in  front  of  the  Austrian  force,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Tagliamento.  This  stream,  after  de- 
scending from  the  mountains,  separates  into  several 
branches,  all  of  which  are  fordable,  and  covers  the 
ground  for  a  great  extent  between  them  with  stones  jand 
gravel.  The  Imperial  squadrons,  numerous  and  mag- 
nificently  appointed,  were  drawn  up  ou  the  opposite 
shore,  ready  to  fall  on  the  French  infantry  the  mo- 
ment that  they  crossed  the  stream  ;  and  a  vast  array  of 
gans  already  scattered  their  balls  among  its  numerous 
branches.  Napoleon,  seeing  the  enemy  so  well  pre- 
pared, hf^  recourse  to  a  stratagem :  he  ordered  the 
troops  to  retire  without  the  reach  of  the  enemy^s  fire, 
establish  a  bivouac,  and  begin  to  cook  their  victuals ; 
the  Archduke,  conceiving  all  chance  of  attack  over 
for  the  day,  withdrew  his  forces  into  their  camp  in  the 
rear.  When  all  was  quiet,  the  signal  was  given  by 
the  French  general:  the  soldiers  ran  to  arms,  and, 
forming  with  inconceivable  rapidity,  advanced  quickly 
in  columns  by  ec/ielon,  flanking  each  other  in  the  finest 
order,  and  precipitated  themselves  into  the  river.  The 
precision,  the  beauty  of  the  movements,  resembled  the 
exercise  of  a  field  day ;  never  did  an  army  advance 
upon  the  enemy  in  a  more  majestic  or  imposing  man- 
ner. The  troops  vied  with  each  other  in  the  regu- 
larity and  firmness  of  their  advance.  ^^  Soldiers  of 
the  Rhine,''  exclaimed  Bernadotte,  ^Hhe  army  of 
Italy  is  watching  your  conduct."  The  rival  divisions 
reached  the  stream  at  the  same  time,  and,  fearlessly 
plunging  into  the  water,  soon  gained  the  opposite 
shore.     The  Austrian  cavalry,  hastening  to  the  spot, 
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CHAP,   charged  the  French  infantry  on  the  edge  of  the  water, 
^^^^^'  hut  it  was  too  late ;  they  were  ab-eady  established  in 


1797.  hattle  array  on  the  left  bank.  Soon  the  firing  became 
general  along  the  whole  line ;  but  the  Archduke,  see- 
ing the  passage  achieved,  his  flank  tumed,  and  being 
unwilling  to  engage  in  a  decisive  action  before  the  ar- 
rival of  his  divisions  from  the  Rhine,  ordered  a  retreat ; 
and  the  French  light  troops  pursued  him  four  miles 
from  the  field  of  battle.  In  this  action  the  Imperial- 
ists lost  six  pieces  of  cannon  and  five  hundred  men ; 
and,  what  was  of  more  importance,  the  prestige  of  a 
*  Nap.  iv.  firgt  success.     In  truth,  the  Archduke  never  r^ained 

76  79.  Til* 

iz.'67,'7i.  the  confidence  of  his  soldiers  in  contending  with  the 
jom.  X.  33.  conqueror  of  Italy.* 

Meanwhile  Massena,  on  the  central  road,  had  effect- 
operations  ed  his  passage  at  St  Daniel.     Soon  after,  he  made 
on^^ulft!  himself  master  of  Osopo,  the  key  of  the  chaussee  of  the 
^^P^IJJ^^Ponteba,  which  was  not  occupied  in  force,  pushed  on 
so  by  Ber-  to  the  Venetian  chiusa^  a  narrow  gorge,  rudely  forti- 
'     fied,  which  he  also  carried,  and  drove  the  Austrian 
division  of  Ocksay  before  him  to  the  ridge  of  Tarwis. 
The  occupation  of  the  Ponteba  by  Massena,  prevented 
the  Archduke  from  continuing  his  retreat  by  the  di- 
rect road  to  Carinthia ;  he  resolved,  therefore,  to  re- 
gain it  by  the  cross-road,  which  follows  the  blue  and 
glittering  waters  of  the  Isonzo,  because  the  Carinthian 
road  being  the  most  direct,  was  the  one  which  Napo- 
leon would  probably  follow  in  his  advance  upon  Vien- 
na.     For  this  purpose  he  despatched  his  parks  of 
artillery,  and  the  division  of  Bayalitch,  by  the  Isonzo 
towards  Tarwis,  while  the  remainder  of  his  forces  re- 
17th  liar,  tired  by  the  Lower  Isonzo.     The  day  after  the  battle 
of  the  Tagliamento,  Napoleon  occupied  Palma  Nuova, 
where  he  found  immense  magazines,  and  soon  after 
19th  Mar.  pushcd  on  to  Gradisca,  situated  on  the  Lower  Isonzo, 
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and  garrisoned  bj  three  thousand  men.    Bernadotte's    chap. 
division  arrived  first  before  the  place,  and  instantly   ^^^^^' 


plunging  into  the  torrent,  which  at  that  time  was  un-    1707. 
commonly  low,  notwithstanding  a  shower  of  balls  from 
two  thousand  Croatians  stationed  on  the  opposite  shore, 
succeeded  in  forcing  the  passage,  from  whence  he  rashly 
advanced  to  assault  the  place.     A  terrible  fire  of  grape 
and  musketry,  which  swept  off  five  hundred  men, 
speedily  repulsed  this  attack ;  but  while  the  Imperial- 
ists were  congratulating  themselves  upon  their  success, 
the  division  of  Serrurier,  which  had  crossed  in  another 
quarter,  appeared  on  the  heights  in  the  rear,  upon  which 
they  laid  down  their  arms,  in  number  two  thousand, 
with  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  and  eight  standards.    This 
success  had  most  important  consequences  :  the  division 
of  Bemadotte  marched  upon  and  took  possession  of 
Laybach,  while  a  thousand  horse  occupied  Trieste,  the 
greatest  harbour  of  the  Austrian  monarchy ;  and  Ser-i  yf^^  {^^ 
rurier  ascended  the  course  of  the  Isonzo,  by  Caporetto,  xh.11'^ 
and  the  Austrian  chivsa^  to  regain  at  Tarwis  the  route  7a   iom! 
of  Carinthia.^  22d  ikJIch. 

Meanwhile  Massena,  pursuing  the  broken  remains 
of  Ocksay'*s  division,  made  himself  master  of  the  im-  ManeDa 
portant  Col-de-Tarwis,  the  crest  of  the  Alps,  com-°"J^^- 
mandinfir  both  the  valleys  descending  to  Carinthia  and  of  the  coi- 
Dalmatia.     The  Archduke  immediately  foresaw  the  on  the  lea 
danger  which  the  division  of  Bayalitch  would  incur,  2^!^^*® 
pressed  in  rear  by  the  victorious  troops  which  followed  *here.  it  is 
it  up  the  Isonzo,  and  blocked  up  in  front  by  the  di vi-  by  the  ^ 
sion  of  Massena,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  defile,  on  p'*"*^"* 
the  ridge  of  Tarwis.     He  resolved,  therefore,  at  all 
hazards,  to  retake  that  important  station;  and  for 
this  purpose,  hastened  in  person  to  Klagenfurth,  on 
the  northern  side  of  the  great  chain  of  the  Alps, 
and  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  division  of  five  thou- 
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CHAP,   sand  grenadiers,  who  had  arrived  at  that  place  the  day 
'_  hefore  from  the  Rhine,  and  with  these  veteran  troops 


1797.  advanced  to  retake  the  passage.  He  was  at  first  sac- 
cessful  j  and  after  a  sharp  action,  estahlished  himself 
on  the  summit  with  the  grenadiers  and  the  division 
of  Ocksay.  But  Massena,  who  was  well  aware  of 
the  importance  of  this  post,  upon  the  possession  of 
which  the  fate  of  the  Austrian  division  coming  up  the 
Isonzo,  and  the  issue  of  the  campaign  depended,  made 
the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  regain  his  ground.  The 
troops  on  both  sides  fought  with  the  utmost  resolu- 
tion, and  both  commanders  exposed  their  persons  like 
the  meanest  of  the  soldiers;  the  cannon  thundered 
above  the  clouds ;  the  cavalry  charged  on  fields  of 
ice;  the  infantry  struggled  through  drifts  of  snow. 
22d  March.  At  length  the  obstinate  courage  of  Massena  prevailed 
over  the  persevering  resolution  of  his  adversary ;  and 
the  Archduke,  after  having  exhausted  his  last  re- 
map, iv.  serves,  was  compelled,  to  give  way,  and  yield  the  pofr- 
ix.'74,'75.  session  of  the  blood-stained  snows  of  Tarwis  to  the 
Republican  soldiers.^ 

No  sooner  had  the  French  general  established  him- 
BayaHtch's  solf  ou  this  important  station,   than  he  occupied  in 
anrnmided  forco  both  the  dofilos  leading  to  Villach,  whither  the 
■J^^^   Archduke  had  retired,  and  those  descending  to  the 
Austrian  chiusa,  where  Bayalitch's  division  was  ex- 
pected soon  to  appear.     Meanwhile,  that  general,  en- 
cumbered with   artillery  and  ammunition  waggons, 
was  slowly  ascending  the  vine-clad  course  of  the 
Isonzo,  and,  having  at  length  passed  the  gates  of  the 
Austrian  chiusa^  he  deemed  himself  secure,  under  the 
shelter  of  that  almost  impregnable  barrier.     But  no- 
thing could  withstand  the  attack  of  the  French.    The 
fourth  regiment,  sumamed  "  the  Impetuous,"  scaled, 
with  infinite  difficulty,  the  rocks  which  overhung  the 
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left  of  the  position,  while  a  column  of  infantry  as-   chap. 
sailed  it  in  front ;  and  the  Austrian  detachment,  find-       ^"' 


ing  itself  thus  turned,  laid  down  its  arms.     No  re-    1797. 
source  now  remained  to  Bayalitch ;  shut  up  in  a  nar« 
row  valley,  hetween  impassable  mountains,  he  was 
pressed  in  rear  by  the  victorious  troops  of  Serrurier, 
and  in  front  fouAd  his  advance  stopped  by  the  van- 
guard  of  Massena  on  the  slopes  of  the  Tarwis.   A  num- 
ber of  Croatians  escaped  over  the  mountains  by  throw- 
ing away  their  arms;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  di-\N»p.  iv. 
vision,  consisting  of  the  general  himself,  3500  men,  jom.  z.  46, 
twenty-five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  400  artillery  or  bag-JJ'yg^ 
gage-waggons,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Republicans.^ 
Napoleon  had  now  gained  the  crest  of  the  Alps ; 
headquarters  were  successively  transferred  to  Capo- Napoleon 
retto,  Tarwis,  Villach,  and  Klagenfurth ;  the  army ridgToftbo 
passed  the  Drave  on  the  bridge  of  Villach,  which  the  ^- 
Imperialists  had  not  time  to  burn ;  and  found  itself  Kiag«n- 
on  the  streams  which  descend  to  the  Danube.     The 
Alps  were  passed;  the  scenery,  the  manners,  the 
houses,  the  cultivation,  all  bore  the  character  of  Ger- 
many.    The  soldiers  admired  the  good-humour  and 
honesty  of  the  peasants,  the  invariable  characteristic 
of  the  Gothic  race ;  detached  cottages  were  spread 
through  the  valleys,  the  never-failing  mark  of  general 
security  and  long  established  well-being ;  the  quantity 
of  vegetables,  of  horses  and  chariots,  proved  of  the 
utmost  service  to  the  army.    Klagenfurth,  surrounded 
by  a    ruined  rampart,  was   slightly  defended:    the 
French  had  no  sooner  made  themselves  masters  of 
that  town,  than  they  restored  the  fortifications,  and 
established  magazines  of  stores  and  provisions ;  while 
the  whole  English  merchandise  found  in  Trieste,  was,*  Nap.  iy. 
according  to  the  usual  custom  of  the  Republicans,  con-    ' 
fiscated  for  their  use.' 
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CHAP.       While  these  important  operations  were  going  for^ 
;_ward  in  Carinthia,  Joubert  had  gained  decisive  suo- 


1707.    cesses  in  the  Italian  Tyrol.     No  sooner  had  the  battle 
suooenM  of  the  Tagliamonto  expelled  the  Imperialists  from 
of  Joabert  Italy,  than  that  general  received  orders  to  avail  him- 
Tyro?.       ^^  ^^  ^^s  numerical  superiority,  and  drive  the  Ausf- 
trians  over  the  Brenner.     He  commenced  the  attack, 
MAKhso.  accordingly,  on  the  20th  March.     The  Imperialists 
were  in  two  divisions,  one  under  Kerpen,  on  the  La- 
vis,  in  the  valley  of  the  Adige ;  the  other  under  Lau- 
don,  in  the  mountains  near  Neumarkt.     The  former, 
encamped  on  the  plateau  of  Cembra,  on  the  river 
Lavis,  were  assailed  by  Joubert  with  superior  forces, 
and,  after  a  short  action,  driven  back  to  Bolsano  with 
the  loss  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  prisoners,  and 
seven  pieces  of  cannon.     The  French,  after  this  suc- 
cess, separated  in  two  divisions ;  the  first,  under  Bar 
raguay  D^HilUers,   pursued  the  broken  remains  of 
Kerpen^s  forces  on  the  great  road  to  Bolsano,  while 
the  second,  composed  of  the  Slite  of  the  troops  under 
Joubert  in  person,  advanced  against  Laudon,  who  had 
come  up  to  Neumarkt,  in  the  endeavour  to  re-estab- 
lish his  communication  with  Kerpen.     The  Imperial- 
ists, attacked  by  superior  forces,  were  routed,  with 
the  loss  of  several  pieces  of  cannon  and  a  thousand 
prisoners ;  while,  on  the  same  day,  the  other  division  of 
^  Nap.  w.   the  army  entered  Bolsano  without  opposition,  and  made 
z.  51,  ft™  himself  master  of  all  the  magazines  it  contained.^ 

Bolsano  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  valleys 
Deipente  of  the  Adigo  and  the  Eisacli.     To  command  both, 
t£*RM  of  Jo^^rt  left  Delmas,  with  five  thousand  men,  in  that 
ciaxuen.     towu,  and  himsclf  advanced  in  person  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  forces  up  the  narrow  and  rocky  defile 
which  leads  by  the  banks  of  the  Eisach  to  Brixen. 
Kerpen  awaited  him  in  the  position  of  Clausen — a 
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romantic  and  seemingly  impregnable  pass,  three  miles   chap. 
above  Bolsano,  where  the  mountains  approach  each 


other  so  closely,  as  to  leave  only  the  bed  of  the  stream    1797. 
and  the  breadth  of  the  road  between  their  frowning 
brows.     An  inaccessible  precipice  shuts  in  the  pass 
on  the  southern  side,  while  on  the  northern  a  succes- 
sion of  wooded  and  rocky  peaks  rise  in  wild  variety 
from  the  raging  torrent  to  the  naked  cliffs,  three  thou- 
sand feet  above.     Early  in  the  morning,  the  French  s^th  mu. 
presented  themselves  at  the  jaws  of  this  formidable 
defile;  but  the  Austrian  and  Tyrolean  marksmen, 
perched  on  the  cliffs  and  in  the  woods,  kept  up  so 
terrible  a  fire  upon  the  road,  that  column  after  column, 
which  advanced  to  the  attack,  was  swept  away.     For 
the  whole  day  the  action  continued,  without  the  Re-wuchis 
publicans  gaining  any  advantage ;  but  towards  ©v^ii-^^ 
ing,  their  active  light  infantry  succeeded  in  scaling 
the  rocky  heights  on  the  right  of  the  Imperialists, 
and  rolled  down  great  blocks  of  stone,  which  ren- 
dered the  pass  no  longer  tenable.     Joubert,  at  the 
same  time,  charged  rapidly  in  front,  at  the  head  of 
two  regiments  formed  in  close  column;  and  the  Aus-^  Penonai 
trians,  unable  to  withstand  this  combined  effort,  felltu^*" 
hack  towards  Brixen,  which  was  soon  after  occupied  J^®"-*-*^- 
by  their  indefatigable  pursuers.^  90.     *    ' 

The  invasion  of  Tyrol,  so  far  from  daunting,  tended 
only  to  animate  the  spirit  of  the  peasantry  in  that  Joubert 
populous  and  warlike  district.      Kerpen,  as  he  fellsteJ^^.*^ 
back,  distributed  numerous  proclamations,  which  soon  ^^^ 
brought  crowds  of  expert  and  dauntless  marksmen  to  the  xyroL 
bis  standard;  and,  reinforced  by  these,  he  took  post  ssth  Mar. 
at  Mittenwald,  hoping  to  cover  both  the  great  road 
over  Mount  Brenner,  and  the  lateral  one  which  as- 
cended the  PusterthaL     But  he  was  attacked  with 
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OHAP.   such  vigour  by  Greneral  Belliard,  at  the  head  of  the 
^^^"'  French  infantry  in  close  column,  that  he  was  unable 


1797.    ^  maintain  his  ground,  and  driven  from  the  castel- 
lated heights  of  Sterzing  to  take  post  on  the  smninit 
of  the  Brenner,  the  last  barrier  of  Innspruck,  still 
covered  with  the  snows  of  winter.     The  alarm  spread 
1  jom.  X.    through  the  whole  of  Tyrol ;  an  attack  ou  its  capital 
Nap?tv.     "^^  hourly  expected ;  and  it  was  thought  the  enemy 
89,90.  Th.  intended  to  penetrate  across  the  valley  of  the  Inn, 
and  join  the  invading  force  on  the  Rhine.^ 

But  Joubert,  notwithstanding  his  successes,  was 
He  marohes  uow  in  a  daugcrous  position.     The  accounts  he  receiv- 


acroM  to 


oin  Nmo-  ^  ^^^™  Bolsauo  dcpictcd  in  glowing  colours  the  pro- 
leon  at      grcss  of  the  levy  en  masse  ;  and  although  he  was  at  the 
furth!'^      head  of  twelve  thousand  men,  it  was  evidently  highly 
4th  ApiiL  dangerous  either  to  remain  where  he  was,  in  the  midst 
of  a  warlike  province  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  or  ad- 
vance unsupported  over  the  higher  Alps  into  the  val- 
ley of  the  Inn.     There  was  no  alternative,  therefore, 
but  to  retrace  his  steps  down  the  Adige,  or  join  Na- 
poleon by  the  crosEHroad  from  Brixen,  through  the 
PusterthaJ,  to  Klagenf urth.     He  preferred  the  latter ; 
brought  up  Delmas  with  his  division  from  Bolsano, 
and,  setting  out  in  the  beginning  of  April,  joined  the 
main  army  in  Carinthia  with  all  his  forces  and  five 
thousand  prisoners,  leaving  Servier  to  make  head  as 
he  best  could  against  the  formidable  force  which  Lau- 
don  was  organizing  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Adige. 
KeraitB  of  Thus,  iu  twouty  days  after  the  campaign  opened,  the 
tioM.  ^     army  of  the  Archduke  was  driven  over  the  Julian  Alps; 
the  French    occupied  Camiola,   Carinthia,   Trieste, 
Fiume,  and  the  Italian   Tyrol;    and  a  formidable 
force  of  forty-five  thousand  men,  flushed  with  victory, 
was  on  the  northern  declivity  of  the  Alps,  within  sixty 
leagues  of  Vienna.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Austrians, 
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dispirited  by  disaster,  and  weakened  by  defeat,  had   chap. 
lost  a  foarth  of  their  number  in  the  different  actions   ^^^^^ 


which  had  occurred,  while  the  forces  on  the  Rhine  1797. 
were  at  so  great  a  distance  as  to  be  unable  to  take  any  1  jom.  x. 
part  in  the  defence  of  the  capital.^  fv '90^91* 

But  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  situation  of  the 
Republican   armies,   in  many   respects,  was  highly  perUoiu 
perilous.     An  insurrection  was  breaking  out  in  the^^^^f' 
Venetian  provinces,  which  it  was  easy  to  see  would  standing,  • 
ultimately  involve  that  power  in  hostilities  with  theieon.*'^ 
French  government ;  Laudon  was  advancing  by  rapid 
strides  in  the  valley  of  the  Adige,  with  no  adequate 
force  to  check  his  operation ;  and  the  armies  of  the 
Rhine  were  so  far  from  being  in  a  condition  to  afford 
any  effectual  assistance,  that  they  had  not  yet  crossed 
that  frontier  river.     The  French  troops  could  not  de- 
scend unsupported  into  the  valley  of  the  Danube,  for 
it  had  not  cavalry  sufficient  to  meet  the  numerous 
and  powerfol  squadrons  of  the  Imperialists ;  and  what 
were  forty-five  thousand  men  in  the  heart  of  the  Aus- 
trian empire  ?     These  considerations,  which  had  long 
weighed  with  Napoleon,  became  doubly  cogent,  from 
a  despatch  received  on  the  31st  March,  at  Klagen- 
farth,  which  announced  that  Moreau^s  troops  could 
not  enter  upon  the  campaign  for  want  of  boats  to  cross 
the  Rhine,  and  that  the  army  of  Italy  must  reckon 
upon  no  support  from  the  other  forces  of  the  Repub- 
lic.   It  is  evident,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  pecu- 
niary distress  of  the  government,  that  there  was  some-^ 
thing  designed  in  this  dilatory  conduct,  which  en- 
dangered the  bravest  army  and  all  the  conquests  of 
the  Republic;  but  they  had  already  conceived  that 
jealousy  of  their  victorious  general,  which  subsequent  * ^2*  *^* 
events  so  fully  justified,  and  apprehended  less  danger  Jom.  x.  eo, 
from  a  retreat  before  the  Imperial  forces,'  than  a  junc-^/g^^ 
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CHAP,   lion  of  their  greatest  armies  under  such  aa  aspiring 
^^'"-  leader. 


1797.        Deprived  of  all  prospect  of  that  co-operation  on 

which  he  had  relied  in  crossing  the  Alps,  Napoleon 

He,  in  con-  wisclj  determined  to  forego  all  thoughts  of  dictating 

Bequence,    peaco  uudor  the  walls  of  Vienna,  and  contented  him- 

makes  pro-       ,«.■,  •,.  ■■  /.i« 

posauof  self  With  making  the  most  of  his  recent  successes, 
t!^rah<  ^7  obtaining  advantageous  terms  from  the  Austrian 
duke.  government.  A  few  hours,  accordingly,  after  recdv- 
iug  the  despatch  of  the  Directory,  he  addressed  to 
the  ArchdiJs:e  Charles  one  of  those  memoraUe  let- 
ters, which,  almost  as  much  as  his  campaigns,  hear 
the  stamp  of  his  profound  and  impassioned  mind  :— 
31st  March.  ^^  Gcueral-in-chief, — Brave  soldiers  make  war,  and 
desire  peace.  Has  not  this  war  already  continued 
six  years  ?  Have  we  not  slain  enough  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  and  inflicted  a  sufficiency  of  woes  on  suf- 
fering humanity?  It  demands  repose  on  all  sides. 
Europe,  which  took  up  arms  against  the  French  Re- 
public, has  laid  them  aside.  Your  nation  alone  re- 
mains, and  yet  blood  is  about  to  flow  in  as  great  pro- 
fusion as  ever.  This  sixth  campaign  has  commenced 
with  sinister  omens ;  but  whatever  may  be  its  issue, 
we  shall  kill,  on  one  side  and  the  other,  many  thou- 
sand men,  and,  nevertheless,  at  last  come  to  an  ac- 
commodation, for  every  thing  has  a  termination,  even 
the  passions  of  hatred.  The  Directory  has  already 
evinced  to  the  Imperial  Government  its  anxious  wish 
to  put  a  period  to  hostilities ;  the  Court  of  London 
alone  broke  off  the  negotiation.  But  you,  general-in- 
chief,  who,  by  your  birth,  approached  so  near  the 
throne,  and  are  above  all  the  little  passions  which  too 
often  govern  ministers  and  governments,  are  you  re- 
solved to  deserve  the  title  of  benefactor  of  humanity, 
and  of  the  real  saviour  of  Germany  ?    Do  not  ima- 
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gme,  general,  from  this,  that  I  conceive  that  you  are    chap. 

not  in  a  situation  to  save  it  by  foree  of  arms ;  hut ;__ 

even  in  such  an  event,  Germany  will  not  be  the  less  1797. 
ravaged.  As  for  myself,  if  the  overture  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  make  shall  be  the  means  of  saving  a 
single  life,  I  shall  be  more  proud  of  the  civic  crown, 
which  I  shall  be  conscious  of  having  deserved,  than 
of  the  melancholy  glory  attending  military  success.^' 
The  Archduke  returned  a  polite  and  dignified  answer, 
in  these  terms : — ^^  In  the  duty  which  is  assigned  to  sd  April, 
me  there  is  no  power  either  to  scrutinize  the  causes, 
nor  terminate  the  duration  of  the  war ;  and,  as  I  am 
not  invested  with  any  powers  in  that  respect,  you  will 
easily  conceive  that  I  can  enter  into  no  negotiation 
without  express  authority  from  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment^' It  is  remarkable  how  much  more  Napoleon, 
a  Republican  general,  here  assumed  the  language 
and  exercised  the  power  of  an  independent  sovereign, 
than  his  illustrious  opponent;  a  signal  proof  how 
early  he  contemplated  that  supreme  authority  which 
his  extraordinary  abilities  so  well  qualified  him  to  at- 1  Nap.  iv. 
tain,  and  he  so  soon  after  reached.^  .    ^'  ^^• 

To  support  his  negotiations,  the  French  general 
pressed  the  Imperialists  with  all  his  might  in  their  xst  Apni. 
retreat.     Early  on  the  1st  April,  Massena  came  up  ^"^^  ****** 

•',  .  .  same  time 

with  the  Austrian  rearguard  in  advance  of  Freisach ;  severely 
they  were  instantly  attacked,  routed,  and  driven  into  JJi^ing* 
the  town  pell-mell  with  the  victors.     Next  day  Napo- j^'^- 
leon,  continuing  his  march,  found  himself  in  presence 
of  the  Archduke  in  person,  who  had  collected  the 
greater  part  of  his  army,  reinforced  by  four  divisions, 
recently  arrived  from  the  Rhine,  to  defend  the  gorge 
of  Neumarkt.      This  terrific  defile,  which  even  a 
traveller  can  hardly  traverse  without  a  feeling  of  awe, 
offered  the  strongest  position  to  a  retreating  army ; 
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CHAP,   and  its  mouth,  with  all  the  villages  in  the  vicinity, 
was  occupied  in  force  by  the  Austrian  grenadiers. 


1797.  The  French  general  collected  his  forces;  Massena 
was  directed  to  assemble  all  his  division  on  the  left  of 
the  chcmssSe ;  the  division  of  Guieux  was  placed  on 
the  heights  on  the  right,  and  Serrurier  in  reserve. 
At  three  in  the  afternoon  the  attack  commenced  at  all 
points^  the  soldiers  of  the  Rhine  challenged  the 
veterans  of  the  Italian  army  to  equal  the  swiftness  of 
their  «l™nce;  and  the  ri™l  eor^  eagerly  wat^W,, 
each  other's  steps,  precipitated  themselves  with  irre- 
sistible force  upon  the  enemy.  The  Austrians,  after 
a  short  action,  fell  back  in  confusion ;  and  the  Arch- 
duke took  advantage  of  the  approach  of  night  to  re- 
tire to  Hundsmark.  In  this  affair  the  Imperialists 
lost  fifteen  hundred  men,  although  the  division  of 
Massena  was  alone  seriously  engaged.  Napoleon  in- 
stantly pushed  on  to  Schufling,  a  military  post  of 
great  importance,  as  it  was  situated  at  the  junction  of 
the  cross-road  from  the  Tyrol  and  the  great  chamsee 
to  Vienna,  which  was  carried  after  a  rude  combat ; 
and  on  the  following  day  he  despatched  Guieux  down 
3d  April,  the  rugged  defiles  of  the  Muer  in  pursuit  of  the 
.  column  of  Sporck,  which,  after  a  sharp  action  with 
the  French  advanced-guard,  succeeded  in  joining  the 
main  army  of  the  Imperialists  by  the  route  of  Rastadt. 
Two  days  after,  Napoleon  pushed  on  to  Judemberg, 
where  headquarters  were  established  on  the  6th  April, 
and  then  halted  to  collect  his  scattered  forces,  while 
the  advanced-guard  occupied  the  village  of  Leoben. 
The  Archduke  now  resolved  to  leave  the  mountains, 
1  ij^p  j^^  and  concentrate  all  his  divisions  in  the  neighbourhood 
J**  ^^^'fii  ^^  Vienna,  where  the  whole  resources  of  the  monarchy 
65.  Th.  iz.  were  to  be  collected,  and  the  last  battle  fought  for  the 
^'  ®^'       independence  of  Germany.^ 
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This  rapid  advance  excited  the  utmost  constemar   chap. 
tion  at  the  Austrian  capital.     In  vain  the   Aulic   ^^^^^' 
Coancil  strove  to  stem  the  torrent ;  in  vain  the  lower    1797^ 
orders  surrounded  the  public  offices,  and  demanded 
with  loud  cries  to  be  enrolled  for  the  defence  of  the  Terror  «- 
country;  the  government  yielded  to  the  alarm,  and^^^^ 
terror  froze  every  heart.     The  Danube  was  covered  •»*«* 
with  boats  conveying  the  archives  and  most  precious 
articles  beyond  the  reach  of  danger ;  the  young  arch- 
duke and  archduchess  were  sent  to  Hungary,  amongst 
whom  was  Maria  Louisa,  then  hardly  six  years  of 
age,  who  afterwards  became  Empress  of  France.    The 
old  fortifications  of  Vienna,  which  had  withstood  the 
arms  of  the  Turks,  but  had  since  fallen  into  decay, 
were  hastily  put  into  repair,  tod  the  militia  directed 
to  the  intrenched  camp  of  Marienhalf,  to  learn  theWooLx. 
art  which  might  so  soon  be  required  for  the  defence  of  ^.'93^93, 
the  capital.^ 

The  Emperor,  although  endowed  with  more  than 
ordinary  firmness  of  mind,  at  length  yielded  to  the 
torrent     On  the  7th  April,  the  Archduke's  chief  of  ^th  Apru. 
the  staflF,  Bellegrade,  along  with  General  Meerfeld, 
presented  himself  at  the  outposts,  and  a  suspension  of  ^^i"**"**- 
arms  was  agreed  on  at  Leoben  for  five  days.     All  to  at 
the  mountainous  region,  as  far  as  the  Simmring,  was  ^^^®°- 
to  be  occupied  by  the  French  troops,  as  well  as  Gratz, 
the  capital  of  Styria.    On  the  9th,  the  advanced  posts 
^tablished  themselves  on  that  ridge,  the  last  of  the 
Alps  before  they  sink  into  the  Austrian  plain,  from 
whence,  in  a  clear  day,  the  steeples  of  the  capital  can 
be  discerned ;  and  on  the  same  day  headquarters  were 
established  at  Leoben  to   conduct  the  negotiations.  >  jom.  z. 
At  the  same  time  General  Joubert  arrived  in  the  val-^g]  ^' ^' 
ley  of  the  Drave,  and  Kerpen,  by  a  circuitous  route,  i^- 102, 
joined  the  Archduke.*      The   French  army,  which 
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CHAP,  lately  extended  over  the  whole  Alps,  from  Brixen  to 

|_  Trieste,  was  concentrated  in  cantonments  in  a  small 

1797.    spckce,  ready  to  debouche,  in  case  of  need,  into  the 
plain  of  Vienna. 

While  these  decisive  events  were  occurring  in  the 
2l!J^S^  ^Ips  ^f  Carinthia,  the  prospects  of  the  French  in 
R«ndi  in  TyTol,  Croatia,  and  Friuli,  were  rapidly  chan^ng  for 
•nd  Tyrol,  the  worse.     An  insurrection  had  taken  place  among 
SMnTdm.  *^®  Croatians.     Fiume  was  wrested  from  the  Re- 
gf'o^       publicans,  and  nothing  but  the  suspension  of  arms 
16th  ApriL  prevented  Trieste  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
10th  April,  insurgents.      Such  was   the  panic  they  occasioned, 
that  detached  parties  of  the  French  fled  as  far  as 
Grorizia,  on  the  Isonzo.     Meanwhile  Laudon,  whose 
division  was  raised  to  twelve  thousand  by  the  insur- 
rection in  the  Tyrol,  descended  the  Adige,  driving 
the  inconsiderable  division  of  Servier  before  him,  who 
was  soon  compelled  to  take  refuge  within  the  walls  of 
Verona.      Thus,   at  the   moment  that  the   French 
centre,  far  advanced  in  the  mountains,  was  about  to 
bear  the  whole  weight  of  the  Austrian  monarchy,  its 
two  wings  were  exposed,  and  an  insurrection  in  pro- 
gress, which  threatened  to  cut  off  the  remaining  com- 
muhications  in  its  rear.     The  perilous  situation  of  the 
French  army  cannot  be  better  represented  than  in 
the  words  of  Napoleon  in  his  despatch  to  the  Direc- 
tory, enclosing  liie  preliminaries  of  Leoben.     "  The 
court  had  evacuated  Vienna :  the  Archduke  and  his 
army  were  falling  back  on  that  of  the  Rhine;  the 
peopfe  of  Hungary,  and  of  all  the  Hereditary  States, 
were  rising  in  mass,  and  at  this  moment  the  heads  of 
their  columns  are  on  our  flanks.     The  Rhine  is  not 
yet  passed  by  our  soldiers ;  the  moment  it  is,  the  Em- 
peror will  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  armies,  and 
although,  if  they  stood  their  ground,  I  would,  without 
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doubts  have  beat  them,  yet  they  could  still  have  fallen    chap. 

back  on  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  overwhelmed ^ 

me.     In  such  a  case  retreat  would  have  been  difficult,    1797. 
and  the  loss  of  the  army  of  Italy  would  have  drawn 
after  it  that  of  the  Republic.     Impressed  with  these 
ideas,  I  had  resolved  to  levy  a  contribution  in  the 
suburbs  of  Vienna,  and  attempt  nothing  more.      I 
have  not  four  thousand  cavalry,  and  instead  of  the 
forty  thousand  infantry  I  was  to  have  received,  I  have 
never  got  twenty.     Had  I  insisted,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  campaign,  upon  entering  Turin,  I  would  ^  Jom.  x. 
never  have  crossed  the  Po ;  had  I  agreed  to  the  pro-  pi^  ' 
jectof  going  to  Rome,  I  would  have  lost  the  Milanese  ;j^jj^'^*'* 
had  I  persisted  in  advancing  to  Vienna,  I  would  pro-  Nap.  iv. 
bably  have  ruined  the  Republic."  ^ 

When  such  were  the  views  of  the  victorious  and  the 
dangers  of  the  vanquished  party,  the  negotiation  could  Progress  of 
not  be  long  in  coming  to  a  conclusion.     Napoleon,  ^^;/,^- 
though  not  furnished  with  any  powers  to  that  effect 
from  the  Directory,  took  upon  himself  to  a<;t  in  the 
conferences  like  an  independent  sovereign.     The  Aus- 
trians  attached  great  importance  to  the  etiquette  of 
proceedings,  and  offered  to  recognize  the  French  Re- 
public if  they  were  allowed  the   precedence  ;  but 
Napoleon  ordered  that  article  to  be  withdrawn.  "Efface 
that,"  said  he :  "  the  Republic  is  like  the  sun,  which 
shines  with  its  own  light ;  the  blind  alone  cannot  see 
it.    In  truth,"  he  adds,  "  such  a  condition  was  worse 
than  useless ;  because,  if  one  day  the  French  people 
should  wish  to  create  a  monarchy,  the  Emperor^might 
object  that  he  had  recognized  a  Republic  j"  a  striking '  Th.  iz. 
proof  how  early  the  ambition  of  the  young  general  had  i^.  ioo.*^ 
been  fixed  upon  the  throne.^ 

As  the  French  plenipotentiaries  had  not  arrived. 
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CHAP.   Napoleon,  of  his  own  authority,  signed  the  treaty. 
^^^"'  Its  principal  articles  were — 1.  The  cession  of  Flanders 


1797.    ^  ^^^  Republic,  and  the  extension  of  its  frontier  to 

Conditions  the  Rhine,  on  condition  of  a  suitable  indemnity  being 

iteS^iri^  provided  to  the  Emperor  in  some  other  quarter.    2. 

9th  Apru,  The  cession  of  Savoy  to  the  same  power,  and  the  ex- 

bei^.     '  tension  of  its  territory  to  the  summit  of  the  Pied- 

montese  Alps.     3.  The  establishment  of  the  Cisalpine 

Republic,  including  Lombardy,  with  the  states  of 

Modena,  Cremona,  and  the  Bergamasque.     4.  The 

Oglio  was  fixed  on  as  the  boundai'y  of  the  Austrian 

possessions  in  Italy.     5.  The  Emperor  was  to  receive, 

in  return  for  so  many  sacrifices,  the  whole  continental 

states  of  Venice,  including  lUyria,  Istria,  Friuli,  and 

the  Upper  Italy,  as  far  as  the  Oglio.     6.  Venice  was 

to  obtain,  in  return  for  the  loss  of  its  continental 

^  Jom.  z.    possessions,  Romagna,  Ferrara,  and  Bologna,  which 

Nap.  iv.     ^^^  French  had  wrested  from  the  Pope.     7.  The  im- 

100, 107.    portant  fortresses  of  Mantua,  Peschiera,  Porto-L^na- 

104, 105.    go,  and  Palma-Nuova,  were  to  be  restored  to  the  Em- 

yi.  385."'    peror,  on  the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace,  with  the 

city  and  castles  of  Verona.^ 

With  truth  does  Napoleon  confess,  that  these  ar- 
•  Nap.  iv.   rangements  were  made  "  in  hatred  of  Venice."  *  Thus 
Enormous  ^^^  ^^^^  dariug  leader,  and  the  Austrian  government, 
^justice  of  take  upon  themselves,  without  any  declaration  of  war, 
aa  far  as  '  or  any  actual  hostilities  with  the  Venetian  govem- 
venice".      mcut,  to  partition  out  the  territories  of  that  neutral 
Republic,  for  no  other  reason,  than  because  they  lay 
conveniently  for  one  of  the  contracting  powers,  and 
afforded  a  plausible  pretext  for  an  enormous  acquisi- 
tion of  territory  by  the  other.     The  page  of  history, 
stained  as  it  is  with  acts  of  oppression  and  violence, 
has  nothing  more  iniquitous  to  present.     It  is  darker 
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in  atrocity  than  the  partitioii  of  Poland,  and  has  only   chap. 
excited  less  indignation  in  subsequent  years,  because   ^^'^^ 


it  was  attended  with  no  heroism  or  dignity  in  the  1797. 
vanquished.  It  reveals  the  melancholy  truth,  that 
small  states  have  never  so  much  reason  to  tremble 
for  their  independence,  as  when  large  ones  in  their 
neighbourhood  are  arranging  the  terms  of  peace ;  nor 
is  it  easy  to  say,  whether  the  injustice  of  the  proceed- 
ing is  most  apparent  on  the  first  statement  of  the 
spoliation,  or  on  a  review  of  the  previous  transactions 
which  are  referred  to  in  its  defence. 

Venice,  the  queen  of  the  Adriatic,  seated  on  her 
throne  of  waters,  had  long  sought  to  veil  the  weak-  state  of 
ened  strength,  and  diminished  courage  of  age,  under  ^^^rf^ 
a  cautious  and  reserved  neutrality.  The  oldest  'state 
in  existence,  having  survived  for  nearly  fourteen  cen- 
turies, she  had  felt  the  weakness  and  timidity  of  de- 
clining years,  before  any  serious  reverse  had  been 
sustained  in  her  fortunes,  and  was  incapable  of  resist- 
ing the  slightest  attack,  while  as  yet  her  external 
aspect  exhibited  no  symptoms  of  decay.  The  tra- 
veller, as  he  glided  through  the  palaces,  which  still 
rose,  in  undecaying  beauty,  from  the  waters  of  the 
Adriatic,  no  longer  wondered  at  the  astonishment 
with  which  the  stem  Crusaders  of  the  north  gazed  at 
her  marble  piles,  and  felt  the  rapture  of  the  Koman 
Emperor,  when  he  approached  where  "  Venice  sat  in 
state,  throned  on  her  hundred  isles ;"  but  in  the  weak 
and  pusillanimous  crowd  which  he  beheld  on  all  sides, 
he  looked  in  vain  for  the  descendants  of  those  brave 
men,  who  leaped  from  their  galleys  on  the  towers  of 
Constantinople,  and  stood  forth  as  the  bulwark  of 
Christendom  against  the  Ottoman  power;  and  still 
less,  amidst  the  misery  and  dejection  with  which  he 
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CHAP,   was  surrouaded,  could  lie  go  back  in  imagiaation  to 

YYTTT 

•  those  days  of  liberty  and  valour — 


1797«  _  "  when  Venice  onoe  was  dear, 

The  pleaaant  place  of  all  FeatlTitj; 
The  Revel  of  the  Earth,  the  Mask  of  Italy.** 

In  truth,  Venice  exhibits  one  of  the  most  curious 
Its  long,  and  instructive  instances  which  is  to  be  found  in 
d^iu^e.  modem  history,  of  the  decline  of  a  state  without  any 
rude  external  shock,  from  the  mere  force  of  internal 
corruption,  and  the  long-continued  direction  of  the 
passions  to  selfish  objects.  The  league  of  Cambray, 
indeed,  had  shaken  its  power ;  the  discovery  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  dried  up  part  of  its  resource 
and  the  augmentation  of  the  strength  of  the  Transal- 
pine monarchies  had  diminished  its  relative  import- 
ance ;  but  still  its  wealth  and  population  were  such  as 
to  entitle  it  to  a  respectable  rank  among  the  European 
states,  and  if  directed  by  energy  and  courage  would 
have  ^ven  it  a  preponderating  weight  in  the  issue  of 
this  campaign.  But  centuries  of  peace  had  dissolved 
the  courage  of  the  higher  orders ;  ages  of  corruption 
had  extinguished  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  the 
continued  pursuits  of  selfish  gratification  had  rendered 
all  classes  incapable  of  the  sacrifices  which  exertions 
for  their  country  required.  The  arsenals  were  empty ; 
the  fortifications  decayed ;  the  fleet,  which  once  ruled 
the  Adriatic,  was  rotting  in  the  Lagunae;  and  the 
army,  which  formerly  faced  the  banded  strength  of 
Europe  in  the  league  of  Cambray,  was  drawn  entirely 
from  the  semi-barbarous  provinces  on  the  Turkish 
frontier.  With  such  a  population,  nothing  grand  or 
^  Perflooai  gonerous  could  be  attempted ;  but  it  was  hardly  to  be 
uotT  Jom.  expected  that  the  country  of  Dandola  and  Carmag- 
X.  116.      nola  should  yield  without  a  struggle,*  and  the  eldest 
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born  of  the  European  commonwealths  sink  unpitied   chap. 
into  the  grave  of  nations.  


Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  however,  the    1797. 
very  peculiar  situation  of  Venice  gave  it  extraordinary 
facUities  for  maintaining  a  defence,  and,  in  fact,  ren-^?**^"?*'®'* 
dered  it,  with  the  maritime  aid  of  England,  altogether  u  a  mm- 
impregnable.     It  is  situated,  as  all  the  world  knows,  ^•^■***^®°' 
upon  a  cluster  of  islands  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  Po, 
surrounded  by  Lagunse,  a  shallow  salt-water  lake,  in 
general  not  more  than  three  or  four  feet  deep,  and 
separated  from  the  Adriatic  by  a  great  sand-bank 
called  the  Lido,  all  the  entrances  to  which  were  strongly 
fortified.     The  most  considerable  of  these,  Malmocco 
and  Chiusa,  the  scene  of  such  desperate  contests  be- 
tween the  Genoese  and  Venetians  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  are  guarded  by  strong  fortresses,  which  could 
only  be  reduced  by  a  power  having  the  command  of 
the  sea.     On  the  land  side,  an  attack  on  Venice  is 
impracticable,  unless  to  a  power  which,  by  long  con- 
tinued efforts,  has  succeeded  iu  raising  up  a  body  of 
boatmen,  capable  of  contending  with  the  celebrated 
gondoliers  of  the  Adriatic  Queen  for  the  mastery  of 
the  green  waves  of  the  Lagunse.     But  this  is  a  very 
difficult  matter,  for  long  practice  has  given  the  boat- 
men of  the  capital  extraordinary  skill  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  gondoliers,  and  the  intricacies  of  the 
navigation  by  which  the  capital  is  to  be  reached  from 
the  mainland,  abounding  with  shoals  and  sand-banks, 
which  can  be  avoided  only  by  devious  and  circuitous 
channels,  render  the  approach  almost  impossible  to 
all  but  those  intimately  acquainted  with  the  naviga- 
tion ;  while  the  distance  of  the  capital  from  the  nearest^  Pemnua 
pomt  to  the  shore,  being  above  five  miles,  renders  anytion.^"^ 
attempt  at  bombardment  utterly  hopeless.^ 
When  the  impatient  traveller  emerges  from  theMettri. 
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CHAP,   orreen  mounds  of  the  fortifications  of  Mestri  or  Fusina, 
"         the  nearest  harbours  of  the  continent,  on  which  he  em- 


1797.  barks  for  the  Venetian  capital,  and  first  finds  bim- 
^elf  on  the  broad  wave  of  the  LagunsB,  he  perceives 
And  as  an  its  domos  and  steeples  rising  at  the  extremity  of  the 
tJ^  ^  horizon  from  the  bosom  of  the  waves.  As  he  ap- 
proaches nearer,  winding  through  the  channels  of 
the  Lagunae  clogged  with  green  sea-weed,  the  lower 
buildings  of  the  capital  gradually  become  visible; 
islands  stretching  out  on  either  side,  surmounted  by 
domes,  churches,  and  lofty  buildings,  give  variety  to 
the  uniform  surface  of  the  water,  and  numeroas 
pleasure-boats,  seen  in  all  directions,  indicate  the  ap- 
proach to  the  metropolis.  The  canals  by  which  the  city 
is  at  first  entered,  are  bordered  by  mean  brick  edifices, 
which  but  m  correspond  with  its  imposing  aspect  when 
seen  from  a  distance.  But  this  unfavourable  impres- 
sion is  soon  removed  when  the  traveller  reaches  the 
Qreat  Canal,  which  winds  in  a  serpentine  form  through 
the  heart  of  the  city,  lined  on  either  side  by  stately 
palaces  of  marble,  adorned  with  the  richest  facades  of 
the  Palladian  style.  Independent  of  the  historical 
associations  with  which  it  is  connected,  Venice  is, 
from  the  peculiarity  of  its  situation,  and  the  exqui- 
site beauty  of  its  architectural  decorations,  the  most 
interesting  city  in  Europe.  The  Place  of  St  Mark, 
adorned  by  the  genius  of  Falladio  and  San-Suvino, 
with  its  eastern  end  filled  by  the  barbaric  magnificence 
of  the  Church  of  St  Mark,  presents  the  most  beautiful 
square  that  is  any  where  to  be  met  with  ;  while  the 
adjoining  harbour,  the  broad  -  expanse  of  which  is 
reached  through  the  pillared  avenue  of  the  Piazzetta, 
exhibits  a  scene  probably  unique  in  the  world.  The 
singular  assemblage  of  ships  and  galleys,  often  of 
the  most  grotesque  construction,  from  every  part  of 
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the  Mediterranean ;  the  concourse  of  Turks,  Greeks,    chap. 
and  Asiatics  on  the  quay ;  the  glittering  aspect  of  the  ' 


barques  and  gondoliers  which  in  every  direction  tra-  1797. 
Terse  the  harbour,  mark  the  approach  to  the  easteni 
world ;  but  the  noble  domes  of  St  Greorgio  Maggiore, 
the  Reddentore,  and  the  Madonna  della  Salute,  be- 
speak the  taste  of  Italy,  and  the  predominance  of  the 
Christian  faith.  Altogether,  Venice  produces  an  im- 
pression which  can  never  be  effaced  from  the  mind  of 
the  traveller,  and  which  recurs  to  the  latest  period 
of  life  with  its  bright  skies,  glassy  waves,  and  glowing 
sunsets,  in  undecaying  freshness  to  the  recollection. 

The  proximity  of  the  Venetian  continental  provinces 
to  those  which  had  recently  been  revolutionized  by  the  ^p^^  p"*- 
Eepublican  arms,  and  the  sojourning  of  the  French  democratic 
annies  among  the  ardent  youth  of  its  principal  cities,  ^^o^^e 
naturally  and  inevitably  led  to  the  rapid  propagation  of  ^«°®^"^, 
democratic  principles  among  their  inhabitants.     This 
took  place  more  particularly,  after  the  victories  of 
Rivoli  and  the  fall  of  Mantua  had  dispelled  all  dread 
of  the  return  of  the  Austrian  forces.     Every  where 
revolutionary  clubs  and  committees  were  formed  in 
the  towns,  who  corresponded  with  the  Republican 
authorities  at  Milan,  and  openly  expressed  a  wish  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  of  the  Venetian  oligarchy.     During 
the  whole  winter  of  1796,  the  democratic  party,  in  all 
the  continental  states  of  Venice,  were  in  a  state  of 
unceasing  agitation ;  and  although  Napoleon  was  far  ^j^.^  ^^ 
from  desirous  of  involving  his  rear  in  hostilities,  when  »«cretiy 
actively  engaged  in  the  defiles  of  the  Noric  Alps,  yet  by  Napo- 
he  felt  anxious  to  establish  a  party  able  to  counteract!^' 
the  efforts  of  the  Venetian  government,  which  already  confid.  de 
began  to  take  umbrage  at  the  menacing  language  and  28a!  Jom. 
avowed  sedition  of  their  disaffected  subjects.     For  this  xjif^'gott. 
purpose,  he  secretly  enjoined  Captain  Landrieux,  chief  li.  i89, 100, 
of  the  staff  to  the  cavalry,*  to  correspond  with  the  w.  120.  *^ 
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CHAP,   malcontents,  and  give  unity  and  effect  to  their  opera- 
tions ;  while,  to  preserve  the  appearance  of  neutralitj, 


1797.  he  gave  orders  to  General  Kilmaine  to  direct  all  the 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command  to  give  neither 
counsel  nor  assistance  to  the  disaffected. 

Landrieux  undertook  a  double  part :  while,  on  the 
Napoieon'i  ouc  haud,  iu  obodience  to  Napoleon's  commands,  and 
measunw.    iu  conjunctiou  with  the  ardent  democrats   of  the 
'     Italian  towns,  he  excited  the  people  to  revolt,  and 
organized  the  means  of  their  resistance ;  on  the  other, 
he  entered  into  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  Vene- 
tian government,  and  dispatched  his  agent,  Stephani, 
to  Ottolini,  the  chief  magistrate  of  Bergamo,  to  detail 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  conspiracy  which  was  on 
foot,  and  inform  him  that  it  went  to  separate  entirely 
its  continental  possessions  from  the  Venetian  repubUc* 
By  this  double  perfi<ty  did  this  hypocritical  chief  of 
the  staff  render  inevitable  a  rupture  between  France 
and  Venice  j  for  while,  on  the  one  hand,  he  excited 
'  Gonf.  Cor.  the  democratic  party  against  the  government,  on  the 
iy.  S89.     other,  he  gave  the  government  too  good  reason  to 
^6^838*    ^^P^  measures  of  coercion  against  the  democratic 
party  and  their  French  allies.^ 

It  is  an  easy  matter  to  excite  the  passions  of  de- 
DemocMr  mocracy ;  but  it  is  rarely  that  the  leaders  who  fan  the 
rection  flame  can  make  it  stop  short  at  the  point  which  they  de- 
^r^^^  sire.  The  vehement  language  and  enthusiastic  conduct 
Venetian  of  ^^  French  soldiers,  brought  on  an  explosion  in  the 
which  '  Venetian  territories  sooner  than  was  expedient  for  the 
Ifithe<^efi^^'*®sts  either  of  the  general  or  of  the  army.  Na- 
town*.  poleon's  constant  object  was,  by  the  terror  of  an  in- 
surrection in  their  continental  possessions,  to  induce 

*  "  Landrieux,*'  said  Napoleon,  in  his  Secret  Despatch  to  the  Dinc- 
tory, ''  instigated  the  revolt  in  Bergamo  and  Brescia,  and  was  paid  for 
it ;  at  the  same  time  he  revealed  the  plot  to  the  Venetian  Govenunsnly 
and  was  paid  for  that  also  by  them.*'— -Correisp.  CanficL  iv.  289. 
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the  goveniment  to  unite  cordially  in  a  league  with    chap. 
France,  and  make  the  desired  concetoions  to  the  popu-   ^^^^^* 
lar  party;  but  having  failed  in  his  endeavours,  he    1797. 
marched  for  the  Tagliamento,  leaving  the  seeds  of  an 
insurrection  ready  to  explode  in  all  the  provinces  in 
his  TfiSLT.     On  the  morning  of  the  12th  March,  the 
revolt  broke  out  at  Bergamo,  in  consequence  of  the 
arrest  of  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection ;  the  insur- 
gents declared  openly  that  they  were  supported  by 
the  French,  and  dispatched  couriers  to  Milan  and  the 
principal  towns  of  Lombardy  to  obtain  succour,  and 
besought  the  Republican  commander  of  the  castle  to 
support  them  with  his  forces,  but  he  declined  to  inter- 
fere ostensibly  in  their  behalf,  though  he  countenanced 
their  projected  union  with  the  Cisalpine  Republic.    A 
provisional  government  was  immediately  established, 
which  instantly  lEmnounced  to  the  Cispadane  Republic 
that  Bergamo  had  recovered  its  liberty,  and  their  desire 
to  be  united  with  that  state,  and  concluded  with  these  . 
words :  ^^  Let  us  live,  let  us  fight,  and,  if  necessary, 
die  together ;  thus  should  all  free  people  do ;  let  us 
then  for  ever  remain  united ;  you,  the  French,  and 
ourselves."     The  example  speedily  spread  to  other 
towns.     Brescia,  under  the  instigation  of  Landrieuz^ 
openly  threw  off  its  allegiance,  and  disarmed  the 
Venetian  troops,  in  presence  of  the  French  soldiers, 
who  neither  checked  nor  supported  the  insurrection. '  Jom.  x. 
At  Crema,  the  insurgents  were  introduced  into  the  ix.  70,  so! 
gates  by  a  body  of  French  cavalry,  and  speedily  over- J^-^^J- 
turned  the  Venetian  authorities,  and  proclaimed  their  Bot!  u. 
union  with  the  Cispadane  Republic.^  ' 

These  alarming  revolts  excited  the  utmost  conster- 
nation at  Venice  ;  and  the  Senate,  not  daring  to  act 
openly  against  insurgents  who  declared  themselves 
supported  by  the  Republican  commanders,  wrote  to 

VOL.  III.  Y 
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CHAP,  the  Directory,  and  dispatched  Pesaro  to  the  head- 
*   quarters  of  Napoleon,  to  complain  of  the  countenance 


1797.  given  by  his  troops  to  the  revolt  of  their  subjects.  The 
Gonster-  Venetian  deputies  came  up  with  the  French  general 
v*ni"*  ^^  Gorizia;  he  feigned  surprise  at  the  intelligence, 
yonetians  i)ut  cndeaYOured  to  take  advantage  of  the  terror  of  the 
ti(M  to^'^  Republic  to  induce  them  to  submit  to  increased  exac- 
^diw!u-  tions.  They  represented  that  the  French  armies  had 
city.  occupied  the  principal  fortresses  and  castles  of  the 
Republic,  and  that,  having  thus  obtained  the  vantage- 
ground,  they  were  bound  either  to  take  some  steps  to 
shew  that  they  disapproved  of  the  revolt,  which  was 
organized  in  their  name,  or  to  cede  these  places  to  the 
Republic,  and  permit  them  to  exert  their  own  strength 
in  restoring  order  in  their  dominions.  Napoleon  posi- 
tively declined  to  do  either  of  these  things ;  but  con- 
stantly  urged  the  deputies  to  throw  themselves  into  the 
arms  of  France.  ^^  That  I  should  arm  against  our 
friends,  against  those  who  have  received  us  kindly, 
and  wish  to  defend  us,  in  favour  of  our  enemies,  against 
those  who  hate  and  seek  to  nun  us,  is  impossible. 
Never  will  I  turn  my  arms  against  the  principles  of 
the  Revolution ;  to  them  I  owe  in  part  all  my  success. 
But  I  offer  you,  in  perfect  sincerity,  my  friendship  and 
my  counsels :  unite  yourselves  cordially  to  France ; 
make  the  requisite  changes  in  your  constitution ;  and, 
without  employing  force  with  the  Italian  people,  I  will 
induce  them  to  yield  to  order  and  peace.''  They  passed 
from  that  to  the  contributions  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
Hitherto  Venice  had  furnished  supplies  to  the  French 
army,  as  she  had  previously  done  to  the  Imperial. 
The  Venetian  deputies  insisted  that  Napoleon,  having 
now  entered  the  Hereditary  States,  should  cease  to 
be  any  longer  a  burden  on  their  resources.  This  was 
far  from  being  the  French  generaPs  int^tion ;  for  he 
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was  defflTous  of  levying  no  requisitions  on  the  Austrian   chap. 
territories,  for  fear  of  rousing  a  national  war  among  ^^^^^- 
the  inhabitants.     The  commissaries,  whom  the  Vene-    1797. 
tiaii  government  had  secretly  commissioned  to  furnish 
supplies  to  the  French  army,  had  ceased  their  contri- 
butions, and  they  had  in  consequence  commenced  re- 
quisitions in  the  Venetian  territories.     ^^  That  is  a  bad 
mode  of  proceeding,"  said  Napoleon ;  "  it  vexes  the 
inhabitants,  and  opens  the  door  to  innumerable  abuses. 
Give  me  a  million  a  month  as  long  as  the  campaign 
lasts;  the  Republic  will  account  to  you  for  it,  and 
you  will  receive  more  than  a  million's  worth  in  the 
cessation  of  pillage.     You  have  nourished  my  enemies, 
you  must  do  the  same  to  me."     The  envoys  answered 
that  their  treasury  was  exhausted.     ^^  If  you  have  no 
money,"  said  he,  ^^  take  it  from  the  Duke  of  Modena» 
or  levy  it  on  the  property  of  the  Russians,  Austrians, 
and  English,  which  are  lying  in  your  depots.     But 
beware  of  proceeding  to  hostilities.     If,  while  I  am 
engaged  in  a  distant  campaign,  you  light  the  flames 
of  war  in  my  rear,  you  have  sealed  your  own  ruin. 
That  which  might  have  been  overlooked  when  I  was 
in  Italy,  becomes  an  unpardonable  offence  when  I  am 
in  Qermany."     Such  was  the  violence  with  which  this 
haughty  conqueror  treated  a  nation  which  was  not  only 
neutral,  but  had  for  nine  months  furnished  gratuitously 
all  the  supplies  for  his  army ;  and  such  the  degrada-^  J<»n-  >• 
tion  which  this  ancient  Republic  prepared  for  itself,  Bott.  u.  * 
by  the  timid  policy  which  hoped  to  avert  danger  by  f^^^^' 
declining  to  face  it.^  Nap.  iv.  87. 

The  Venetian  government  at  length  saw  that  they 
could  no  longer  delay  taking  a  decided  part.     A  for-  venetuns 
midable  insurrection,  organized  in  the  name  and  under  goive  to  act 
the  sanction  of  the  Republican  authorities,  was  rapidly  |*jJ^J^. 
spreading  in  their  continental  possessions,  great  part 


340 


HISTORY  OF  BUROPE. 


CHAP,   of  which  had  already  joined  the  Cisalpine  Repablic ; 
^*^^'*  and  the  general-in-chief,  instead  of  taking  any  steps  to 


1797.    quench  the  flame,  had  only  demanded  fresh  contriba- 
tions  from  a  state  already  exhausted  by  his  exactions. 
They  resolved,  therefore,  by  a  large  majority,  to  act 
vigorously  against  the  insurgents,  but  without  ventur- 
ing to  engage  in  hostilities  with  the  French  forces ;  an 
ill-judged  step,  the  result  of  timidity  and  irresolution, 
which  exposed  them  to  all  the  perils  of  war,  without 
any  of  its  favourable  chances ;  which  irritated  without 
endangering  the  enemy,  and  allowed  the  French  gene- 
1  Bott.  u.   ral  to  select  his  own  time  for  wreaking  upon  the  state, 
jim.^x.^    alone  and  unbefriended,  the  whole  weight  of  Bepubli- 
^^^'         can  vengeance.^ 

The  retreat  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the 
HostiiitioB  Adige,  and  the  irruptions  of  the  Croatians  into  Friuli, 
betlroen"*  oncouragcd  the  Venetian  government  to  commence 
the  two  hostilities  on  their  refractory  subjects.  But  before 
that  took  place,  tumults  and  bloodshed  had  arisen 
spontaneously  and  about  the  same  time,  in  many  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  territory,  in  consequence  of  the  fu- 
rious passions  which  were  roused  by  the  collision  of 
the  aristocracy  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  populace  on 
the  other.  Matters  also  were  precipitated  by  an  un- 
worthy fraud,  perpetrated  by  the  Republican  agents 
at  Milan.  This  was  the  preparation  and  publishing 
of  an  address,  purporting  to  be  from  Battaglia,  gover- 
nor of  Verona,  calling  upon  the  citizens  faithful  to 
Venice  to  rise  in  arms,  to  murder  the  insurgents,  and 
chase  the  French  soldiers  from  the  Venetian  territory. 
This  fabrication,  which  was  written  at  Milan  by  a  per- 
son in  the  French  interest,  of  the  name  of  Salvador, 
was  extensively  diffused  by  Landrieux,  the  secret 
agent  of  the  French  general ;  and  though  it  bore  such 
absurdity  on  its  face  as  might  have  detected  the  for- 
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gery,  yet,  in  the  agitated  state  of  the  country,  a  spark   chap. 
was  si^cient  to  fire  the  train ;  and  hostilities,  from  the     ^^^^' 
excited  condition  of  men's  minds,  would,  in  all  proba*    I797, 
bility,  have  been  commenced,  even  without  this  unwor- 
thy device.     The  mountaineers  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Alpine  valleys  flew  to  arms,  large  bodies  of  the  *  Jom.  x. 
peasantry  collected  together,  and  every  thing  was  pre-u.  211, 
.pared  for  the  irruption  of  a  considerable  force  into  the  ^'n^' 
plains  of  Brescia.^ 

The  democrats  in  Brescia,   instigated  by  French 
agents,'  resolved  instantly  to  commence  hostilities.     A '  Comsp. 
body  of  twelve  hundred  men  issued  from  their  gates,  Nap.  w. 
accompanied  by  four  pieces  of  cannon,  served  by  French  ^^^' 
gunners,  to  attack  Salp,  a  fortified  town,  occupied  by ""»«  «>an- 
Venetians,  on  the  western  bank  of  the  lake  of  Guarda.  rection 
The  expedition  reached  the  town,  and  was  about  to  Jmm'^geiy. 
take  possession  of  it,  when  they  were  suddenly  attack-  ^^  ^v^n- 
ed  and  routed  by  a  body  of  mountaineers,  who  made 
prisoners  two  hundred  Poles,  of  the  legion  of  Dom- 
browski,  and  so  completely  surprised  the  French  that 
they  narrowly  escaped  the  same  fate.     This  success 
contributed  immensely  to  excite  the  movements ;  large 
bodies  of  peasants  issued  from  the  valleys,  and  speedily 
tea  thousand  armed  men  appeared  before  the  gates  of 
Brescia.    The  inhabitants,  however,  prepared  for  their  ^th  April, 
defence,  and  soon  a  severe  cannonade  commenced  on 
both  sides.     General  Kilmaine,  upon  this,  collected  a®*^  ^v^- 
body  of  fifteen  hiindred  men,  chiefly  Poles,  under  Ge- 
neral Lahoz,  attacked  and  defeated  the  mountaineers,  •  J^®™-JJ- 

,    ,  1  T       1  1     .  .  t  '126,129. 

and  drove  them  back  to  their  mountains ;  they  were  Bott.  n. 
soon  after  followed  by  the  French  flotilla  and  land^^/"^ 
forces,  and  Salo  was  taken  and  sacked.' 

The  intelligence  of  these  events  excited  the  utmost 
indignation  at  Venice.  The  part  taken  by  the  French 
troops  in  supporting  the  revolt  could  no  longer  be  con- 


342  HISTORY  OF  EUROPB. 

CHAP,   oealed  :  and  the  advance  of  Laudon,  at  the  same  time, 
in  Tyrol,  produced  such  apparently  well-founded  hopes 


1797.    ^f  ^^®  approaching  downfall  of  the  Republicans,  tbat 
continaed  ^^^^^^g  ^^*  ^^  viciuity  of  Victor's  corps  prevented  the 
indeciBion  Senate  from  opculy  declaring  agaiust  the  French.  The 
^]^  Austrian  general  spread,  in  the  vicinity  of  Verona, 
^^      the  most  extravagant  reports ;  that  he  was  advancing 
•nd  affect-  at  the  head  of  sixty  thousand  men ;  that  Napole<Mi, 
Nap^n.  had  been  defeated  in  the  None  Alps,  and  that  the 
junction  of  the  corps  in  his  rear  would  speedily  com- 
pel him  to  surrender.     These  reports  ezdted  the  most 
vehement  agitation  at  Verona,  where  the  patridan 
party,  from  their  proximity  to  the  revolutionary  cities, 
were  in  imminent  danger,  and  a  popular  insurrection 
might  hourly  be  expected.    The  government,  however, 
deeming  it  too  hazardous  to  come  to  an  open  rupture 
with  the  French,  continued  their  temporizing  policy ; 
they  even  agreed  to  give  the  million  a  month  which 
the  Republican  general  demanded,    and   contented 
themselves  with  redoubling  the  vigilance  of  the  police, 
and  arresting  such  of  their  own  subjects  as  were  most 
suspected  of  seditious  practices.     Meanwhile  Napo- 
leon, having  received  intelligence  of  the  steps  which 
the  Venetian  government  had  adopted  to  crush  the 
insurrection  in  their  dominions,  and  the  check  which 
the  Republican  troops,  in  aiding  them,  had  received  at 
Salo,  affected  the  most  violent  indignation.     Having 
already  concluded  his  armistice  at  Leoben,  and  agreed 
to  abandon  the  whole  continental  possessions  of  Venice 
to  Austria,  he  foresaw  in  these  events  the  means  of 
satisfying  the  avidity  of  the  Imperialists,  and  procur- 
ing advantageous  terms  for  the  Republic,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  helpless  state  of  Venice.    He  therefore 
10th  April,  sent  his  aide-de-camp,  Junot,  with  a  menacing  letter 
to  the  Senate,  in  which  he  threatened  them  with  the 
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whole  weiffht  of  the  Republican  vengeance,  if  they  did   chap. 

not  instantly  liberate  the  Polish  and  French  prisoners, 

surrender  to  him  the  authors  of  the  hostilities,  and  dis-    1797. 
band  all  their  armaments.     Junot  was  received  by  the  15th  ApriL 
Senate,  to  whom  he  read  the  thundering  letter  of  Na-^i^^n* 
poleon;  but  they  prevailed  on  him  to  suspend  his^i^-   Th. 
threats,  and  dispatched  two  senators  to  the  Republican  113.   jom. 
headquarters,  to  endeavour  to  bring  matters  to  an  ac-  ^^^p^j^ 
oommodation.^  ids. 

But  the  very  day  after  the  deputies  set  out  from 
Venice  for  Leoben,  an  explosion  took  place  on  the  Manacre  at 
Adige,  which  gave  the  French  general  too  fair  a  pre-^*""*' 
text  to  break  off  the  negotiation.     The  levy  en  masse 
of  Che  peasants,  to  the  number  of  twenty  thousand, 
had  assembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Verona ;  three 
thousand  Venetian  troops  had  been  sent  into  that  town 
by  the  Senate,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  Austrians 
from  the  Tyrol  promised  effectual  support     The  toc- 
sm  sounded ;  the  people  flew  to  arms,  and  put  to  death 
in  cold  blood  four  hundred  wounded  French  in  the 
hospitals.     Indignant  at  these  atrocious  cruelties.  Go-  I7th  April, 
neral  Balland,  who  conunanded  the  French  garrisen 
in  the  forts,  fired  on  the  city  with  red-hot  balls.    Con- 
flagrations soon  broke  out  in  several  quarters,  and  al- 
though various  attempts  at  accommodation  were  made, 
thej  were  all  rendered  abortive  by  the  furious  passions 
of  the  multitude.     The  cannonade  continued  on  both  \l!^{^ 
sides,  the  forts  were  closely  invested,  the  city  in  many  Th.  u.  120. 
parts  was  in  flames,  the  French  abeady  began  to  feel  and  ^1. 
the  pressure  of  hunger,   and  the  garrison  of  Fort^J^^^ 
Chiusa,  which  capitulated  from  want  of  provisions,  was  ooniid. 
inhumanly  put  to  death,  to  revenge  the  ravages  of  the  de  n^^ui. 
bombardment.*  '  i^'^«^- 

But  the  hour  of  retribution  was  at  hand ;  and  a  ter- 
rible reverse  awaited  the  sanguinary  excesses  of  the 
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CHAP.   Venetian  insurrection.     The  day  after  hostilities  com- 
^^^^^'  menced,  the  intelligence  of  the  armistice  was  received, 


1797.    and  the  Austrian  troops  retired  into  the  Tyrol ;  two 
_^_  .     days  after,  the  columns  of  General  Chabran  appeared 

Which  ii  "^     ,     ,  1  .  1  .  11  1  -1       . 

speeduy  rouud  the  town,  and  invested  its  walls ;  while,  to  com- 
by^the**^  plete  their  misfortunes,  on  the  23d  the  accounts  of  the 
French  signature  of  the  preliminaries  of  Leoben  arrived.  The 
Maasam  multitude  immediately  passed  from  the  highest  ezxdta- 
* 8^^^*^jpyii, tion  to  the  deepest  dejection;  and  they  now  sought 
only  to  deprecate  the  wrath  of  the  conqueror,  to  whom 
they  had  given  so  much  cause  of  hostility.  Submit- 
98th  April,  sion  was  immediately  made ;  the  authors  of  the  cruel- 
ties shot;  a  general  disarming  effected  among  the 
peasantry;  and  a  contribution  of  1,100,000  francs 
(L.44,000)  levied  on  the  city.  The  plains  were 
speedily  covered  with  French  troops ;  the  united  divi- 
sions of  Victor  and  Kihnaine  occupied  successively 
Vicenza  and  Padua,  and  soon  the  French  standards 
were  discovered  from  the  steeples  of  Venice  on  the 
shores  of  the  Lagunse.  These  excesses  were  the  work 
of  popular  passion,  equally  sanguinary  and  inconstant, 
¥i}ien  not  rightly  directed,  in  all  ages  and  countries ; 
but  an  event  of  the  same  kind  stained  the  last  days  of 
23d  April,  the  Venetian  government  itself.  A  French  vessel  of 
four  guns  approached  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of 
Lido,  in  opposition  to  a  rule  of  the  Venetian  Senate, 
to  which  all  nations,  not  excepting  the  English  them- 
selves, were  in  use  to  yield  obedience.  A  cannonade 
ensued  between  the  batteries  on  shore  and  the  vessel, 
and  the  French  ship  having  been  captured  by  the  gal- 
leys on  the  station,  the  captain  and  four  of  the  crew 
were  massacred,  and  eleven  wounded.  Immediately 
after,  a  decree  of  the  Senate  publicly  applauded  this 
cruel  and  unnecessary  act.  These  sanguinary  proceed- 
ings  sufficiently  verify  the  old  observation,  that  pusil- 
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lanimity  aad  cruelty  are  allied  to  each  other ;  and  that    chap. 
none  are  so  truly  humane  as  the  brave  and  the  free.    ^^^^^' 
They  do  not  in  the  slightest  degree  palliate  the  treach-    no^j, 
erj  of  the  French,  or  the  rapacity  of  the  Imperialists,  ^  sott.  u. 
the  former  of  whom  had  instigated  the  revolt  of  the  243]  ^^' 
Venetian  democrats,  and  signed  the  partition  of  Venice  iV^'^' 
before  either  of  these  events  took  place ;  ^  but  they  Nap.  iv. ' 
go  far  to  diminish  the  regret  which  otherwise  would  ^a^aine'i 
be  felt  at  the  success  of  unprincipled  ambition,  and  S^^'t: 
the  fall  of  the  oldest  Republic  of  the  Christian  world.^  ai  155, 

The  Venetian  senate,  thunderstruck  with  the  intelli- 
gence  they  had  received,  did  their  utmost  to  appease  Efforts 
the  wrath  of  the  victors.     Their  situation  had  become  y^^^^^^ 
to  the  last  degree  perilous,  for  they  were  precipitated  senate  to 
into  hostilities  with  the  victorious  Republic^  at  the  storm, 
very  time  when  Austria,  discomfited,  was  retiring 
from  the  strife,  and  when  their  own  dominions  had 

*  The  massacre  at  Verona  took  place  on  the  l7th  Aprils  that  at  Lido 
on  the  23d,  while  the  preliminaries  of  Leoben,  which  assigned  the 
whole  of  the  continental  Venetian  territories  to  Anstria,  were  agreed 
to  on  the  0th,  at  Jodemberg,  while  the  formal  treaty  was  drawn  up  on 
the  16th,  and  signed  on  the  18  th,  in  Carlnthia,  before  even  the  first  of 
these  events  had  occurred.  Napoleon  has  given  the  clearest  proof  of 
his  sense  of  the  unjustifiable  nature  of  this  aggression,  by  having,  in  bis 
memoirs  on  this  subject,  entirely  kept  out  of  view  the  datee,  and  made  it 
appear  as  if  his  menacing  letter  by  Junot  to  the  Senate  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  massacre  of  April  l?*  at  Verona,  when,  in  fact,  it  was 
dated  the  9th  April,  at  Jndemberg,  at  a  time  when,  so  far  from  the  Vene- 
tian government  having  given  any  cause  of  complaint  to  the  French, 
they  had  only  suffered  aggressions  at  their  hands,  in  the  assistance 
openly  lent  to  the  democratic  rebels,  and  the  attack  by  the  Bepublican 
forces  on  Salo.     Conflicts,  indeed,  had  taken  place  between  the  Vene-  ' 

tian  insurgents,  stimulated  by  the  French,  and  the  aristocratic  adhe« 
rents ;  but  the  government  had  committed  no  act  of  hostility,  the 
monthly  supplies  were  in  a  course  of  regular  payment,  and^the  French 
ambsssador  was  stiU  at  Venice. — See  Napoleon,  iv.  142.  By  not  at- 
tending minutely  to  this  matter,  Sir  W.  Scott  had  totally  misrepresented 
the  transactions  which  led  to  the  fall  of  Venice,  and  drawn  them  in  far 
too  fivourable  colours  for  the  hero  whose  life  he  has  so  ably  delineated. 
Scorr's  Napoleon,  iii.  316,  316. 
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CHAP,   become  a  prey  to  the  most  furious  discord.     The  de- 
^mocratic  party,  following  the  French  standards,  had 


1797.    revolted  at  Vicenza,  Treviso,  Padua,  and  all  the  con- 
tinental cities,  while  a  vehement  faction  in  the  capi- 
tal itself  was  threatening  to  overthrow  the  constitution 
of  the  state.     A  deputation  was  sent  to  Gratz  to  en- 
deavour to  pacify  the  conqueror,  and  another  to  Paris, 
with  ample  funds  at  the  command  of  both,  to  corrupt 
the  sources  of  influence  at  these  places.     They  suc- 
ceeded, by  the  distribution  of  a  very  large  sum,  in 
gaining  over  the  Directory ;  ^  but  all  their  efforts  with 
Napoleon  were  fruitless.     He  was  not  only  a  character 
totally  inaccessible  to  that  species  of  corruption,  bat 
^  Nap.  lY.  was  too  deeply  implicated  in  the  partition  of  the  Ve- 
ift'4/^'  netian  territories,  which  he  had  just  signed,  to  forego 
Bott.  u.     so  fortunate  a  pretext  for  vindicating  it  as  these  ex- 

283  924. 

'     '    cesses  had  afforded.^ 

Venice  had  still  at  its  command  most  formidable 
RMouoet  means  of  defence,  if  the  spirit  of  the  inhabitants  had 
J^^^®  been  equal  to  the  emergency.     They  had  within  the 
of  Venice,  city  eight  thousand  seamen  and  fourteen  thousand  re- 
gular troops,  thirty-seven  galleys  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  gun-boats,  carrying  eight  hundred  cannon 
for  the  defence  of  the  Lagume ;  and  all  the  approaches 
to  the  capital  were  commanded  by  powerful  batteries. 
Provisions  existed  for  eight  months ;  fresh  water  for 
two,  the  nearest  islands  were  beyond  the  reach  of  can- 
non-shot from  the  shore,  and  with  the  asdstance  of 
the  fleets  of  England,  they  might  have  bid  defiance  to 
all  the  armies  of  France.     The  circumstances  of  the 
Republic  were  not  nearly  so  desperate  as  they  had 
been  in  former  times,  when  they  extricated  themselveB 

•  Two  hundred  thoasand  crowns,  as  a  priyate  bribe,  were  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  Banras.— See  Habdbnbbro,  t.  19 ;  and  NapoUon  m 
O'Heaba,  271. 
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witb  glory  from  their  difficulties ;  when  the  league  of   chap. 
Cambraj  had  wrested  from  them  all  their  territorial    ^^^^^ 
possessions,  or  when  the  Genoese  fleet  had  seized  the    1797. 
gates  of  the  LagunsB  and  blockaded  their  fleet  at  Mai- 
mocco.     But  the  men  were  no  longer  the  same ;  the 
poison  of  democracy  had  extinguished  OTory  feeling  of 
patriotism  in  the  middling,  the  enjoyments  of  luxury, 
erery  desire  for  independence  among  the  senatorial 
classes ;  ages  of  prosperity  had  corrupted  the  sources 
of  virtue,  and  the  insane  passion  for  equality  vainly 
rose  like  a  passing  meteor  to  illuminate  the  ruins  of  a 
&lling  state. 

On  the  3d  May,  Napoleon  published  from  Bfedma 
Naova  his  declaration  of  war  against  Venice.     He  3d  May 
there  complained  that  the  Senate  had  taken  advan-  ^w  de- 
tage  of  the  holy  week  to  organize  a  furious  war  against  ^^^''^  ^y 
France;  that  vast  bodies  of  peasantry  were  armed  andS^ 
disciplined  by  troops  sent  out  of  the  capital ;  that  a  ^•^^ 
crusade  against  the  French  was  preached  in  all  the 
churches ;  their  detached  bodies  murdered,  and  the  sick 
in  the  hospitals  massacred ;  the  crew  of  a  French  gal- 
ley slain  under  the  eyes  of  the  Senate,  and  the  authors 
of  the  tragedy  publicly  rewarded  for  the  atrocious  act. 
To  this  manifesto  the  Venetians  replied,  that  theManifef- 
massacres  complained  of  were  not  the  work  of  govern-  bothies, 
ment,  but  of  individuals  whom  they  could  not  control ; 
that  the  popular  passions  had  been  excited  by  the  un- 
governable insolence  of  the  Republican  soldiery,  and 
of  the  democratic  party  whom  they  had  roused  to  open 
rebellion ;  that  the  first  acts  of  aggression  were  com- 
mitted by  the  French  commanders,  by  pubhcly  assist- 
ing the  rebels  in  various  encounters  with  the  Venetian 
forces,  long  before  the  massacres  complained  of  were  ^  Bott.  u. 
committed ;  and  that  the  only  fault  of  which  they  were  f^i47^^' 
really  guilty,^  consisted  in  their  not  having  earlier  di-  ^^^- 


348  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

^  CHAP,   yined  the  ambitious  designs  of  the  French  general,  and 
^^^^^*  joined  all  their  forces  to  the  Austrian  armies,  when 


1797.    combating  for  a  cause  which  must  sooner  or  later  be 
that  of  every  independent  state. 

The  French  general  was  not  long  in  following  up 
Universal   his  mcnaces,  and  preparing  the  execution  of  that  un- 
ST^e^^    justifiable  partition  which  had  been  decided  upon  be- 
oontinentai  ^^een  him  aud  the  Imperial  cabinet.     The  French 
the  vene-  troops,  iu  pursuauco  of  the  treaty  of  Leoben,  rapidly 
^  terri-  gyacuated  Carinthia,  and  returning  by  forced  marches 
on  their  steps,  soon  appeared  on  the  confines  of  the 
Lagunae,  within  sight  of  the  tower  of  St  Mark.    As 
they  advanced,  the  Republic  became  a  prey  to  the 
passions,  and  torn  by  the  factions,  which  are  the  gene- 
ral forerunners  of  national  ruin.     At  the  news  of  the 
proclamation  of  war,  all  the  towns  of  the  continental 
possessions  of  Venice  revolted  against  the   capital 
Every  city  proclaimed  its  independence,  and  appointed 
a  provisional  government ;  Bergamo,  Brescia,  Padua, 
Vicenza,  Bassano,  Udina,  constituted  so  many  sepa- 
rate republics,  who  organized  themselves  afiber  the 
model  of  the  great  French  Model,  suppressed  the  con* 
^  vents,  and  confiscated  their  property,  abolished  all 

151, 168.'   feudal  rights,  established  national  guards,  and  hoisted 
l^' ""'      the  tricolor  flag.* 

Meanwhile  Venice,  itself  a  prey  to  the  most  vehe- 

Anaichy     mout  factiou,  was  in  a  cruel  state  of  perplexity.    The 

^^°*^   senators  met  at  the  doge's  palace,  and  endeavoured, 

The         by  untimely  concessions,  to  satisfy  the  demands  and 

abdicate,    rovivo  the  patriotism  of  the  popular  party ;  a  vain  ex- 

i>t  and  3d  P^^^®^^  fouudcd  upou  uttor  iguorauce  of  democratic 

May.        ambition,  which  concessions,   dictated  by  fear,  caa 

never  satisfy,  but  which,  in  such  a  successful  course, 

rushes  forward,  like  an  individual  plunged  iu  the  career 

of  passion,  upon  its  own  destruction.     The  patridans 
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found  themselves  deprived  of  all  the  resources  of  go-    chap. 
vemment  j  a  furious  rabble  filled  the  streets,  demand-   ^^^^^' 
iog  with  loud  cries  the  abdication  of  the  Senate,  the    1797. 
immediate  admission  of  the  French  troops,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  government  formed  on  a  highly 
democratic  basis ;  a  revolutionary  committee,  formed 
of  the  most  active  of  the  middling  orders,  was  in  open 
communication  with  the  French  army,  and  rose  in  au- 
dacity with  every  concession  from  the  government: 
the  sailors  of  the  fleet  had  manifested  symptoms  of 
insubordination ;  and  the  fidelity  of  the  Sclavonians, 
who  constituted  the  strength  of  the  garrison,  could 
not,  it  was  ascertained,  be  relied  on.     These  elements 
of  anarchy,  sufficient  to  have  shaken  the  courage  of 
the  Roman  senate,  were  too  powerful  for  the  weak 
and  vacillating  councils  of  the  Venetian  oligarchy. 
Yielding  to  the  tempest  which  they  could  not  with- 
stand, they  assembled  in  mournful  silence  on  the  12th 
May,  and  after  passing  in  review  the  exhausted  re- 
sources  and  distracted  state  of  the  Republic,  voted, 
amidst  the  tears  of  all  friends  to  their  country,  by  a 
majority  of  five  hundred  and  twelve  to  fourteen  voices, 
the  abdication  of  their  authority.     Shouts  from  the  12th  May. 
giddy  multitude  rent  the  sky  ;  tiie  tree  of  liberty  was 
hoisted  on  the  place  of  St  Mark ;  the  democrats  en- 
tered, amidst  bloodshed  and  plunder,  upon  the  exer- 
cise of  their  new-bom  sovereignty ;  and  the  revolu- 
tionary party  fondly  imagined  that  they  were  launched  1  soikow. 
into  a  boundless  career  of  glory.     But  the  real  pa-*^^^** 
tariots,  the  men  of  sense  and  firmness,  lamented  the  leon.  conf. 
decision  of  the  Senate,  and  retiring  in  silence  to  their  235/241. 
homes,  exclaimed  with  tears,  **  Venice  is  no  more ;  ^3**275, 
St  Mark  has  fallen."^  Xh.'ix.  ik 

While  the  revolutionists  were  thus  bartering  their 
country  for  the  vain  chimera  of  democratic  equality, 
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CHAP,   and  the  unworthy  descendants  of  Dandolo  and  More- 
^  sini  were  sorrondering  without  a  struggle  the  glories 


1797     and  the  independence  of  a  thousand  years,  more  gene- 
rous sentiments  burst    forth    among  the  kbonring 
classes,  often  the  last  depositaries,  in  a  corrupted  age, 
Thepopa.  of  public  virtue.     No  sooner  was  the  mournful  act 
Iam  8tm     communicated  to  the  people,  than  they  flocked  tofifetber 
to  resist     from  all  quarters,  and  with  loud  cries  demanded  the 
gation  ^    restoration  of  the  standard  of  St  Mark,  and  arms  to 
thft  ftate.    combat  for  the  independence  of  their  country.     Seve- 
ral bloody  pontests  ensued  between  them  and  the  revo- 
lutionary party;  but  the  populace,  however  ardent, 
cannot  maintain  a  contest  for  any  length  of  time  when 
1  Bott.  ii.   destitute  of  leaders.    The  cannon  of  the  republicans  ^ 
lu 'iz!i'38,  Parsed  the  frantic  assembld^ges ;  and,  amidst  the  shouts 
^^60  ^^^'  ^^  *^®  insane  revolutionists,  the  French  troops  were 
soikow-     conducted  by  Venetian  boats  to  the  place  of  St  Mark, 
to  ^9^^  where  a  foreign  standard  had  not  been  seen  for  fifteen 
Cow  m^' hundred  years,  but  where  the  colours  of  independence 
83ft/24i.    were  never  again  destined  to  wave.^ 

The  French  troops  were  not  long  of  securing  to 
Joy  of  the  themselvcs  the  spoils  of  their  revolutionary  allies. 
D^ratio  fjijj^  Golden  Book,   the  record  of  the  ^  Senators  of 

Venice,  was  burned  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  of  liberty ; 
and  while  the  democrats  were  exulting  over  the  de- 
struction of  this  emblem  of  their  ancient  subjection, 
their  allies  were  depriving  them  of  all  the  means  of 
future  independence.  The  treasures  of  the  Republic 
were  instantly  seized  by  the  French  generals ;  but  in- 
stead of  the  vast  sums  which  they  expected,  1,800,000 
francs,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  were  all  that 
fell  into  their  hands.  All  that  remained  in  the  cele- 
brated harbour  of  St  Mark's  was  made  prize;  but 
such  was  its  dilapidated  condition,  that  they  with  dif- 
ficulty fitted  out  two  sixty-four  gunnships,  and  a  few 
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frigates,  out  of  the  arsenal  of  the  Queen  of  the  Adria-   chap. 
tic.    The  remainder  of  the  fleet,  consisting  of  five   ^^^^^- 
sail  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  and  eleven  galleys,  were    1797. 
not  in  a  condition  to  keep  the  sea;  and  Admiral 
Bnieys  received  orders  from  the  Directory  to  set  sail 
to  secure  the  fruit  of  the  republican  fraternization.  In 
the  middle  of  July  he  arrived  at  Venice,  where  his 
fleet  was  paid,  equipped,  and  fed  at  the  expense^^of  the 
infant  Republic ;  a  burden  which  began  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  Revolutionary  party,  when  too  late,  to  the  xwaty  of 
cousequences  of  their  conduct.     The  bitter  fruits  of  J®5^^*^ 
republican   alliance  were  still  more  poignantly  felt  Napoleon 
when  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Milan,  signed  by  *"*  ^•*"*** 
Napoleon,  with  the  new  government  of  Venice,  be- 
came known,  which  stipulated  the  abolition  of  the 
aristocracy  ;  the  formation  of  a  popular  government ;  >  jom.  x, 
the  introduction  of  a  division  of  French  troops  into  [*  377^^' 
the  capital ;  a  contribution  of  three  millions  in  money,  ^7®*   ''^' 
three  millions  of  naval  stores,  and  the  surrender  of  sm  the 
three  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates ;  with  many  JJ^de.  in 
illustrious  works  of  art.     Among  the  rest,  the  famous  c^n'<»p- 
horses,  brought  in  the  car  of  victory  from  Corinth  to  Nap.  m. 
Rome,  thence  to  Constantinople,  and  thence  to  Venice,  ^the 
were  carried  oflF  in  triumph  by  the  conquering  Re-  *'*^y  ^ 

public/*  vL  391. 

*  The  seisnre  of  these  horses  was  an  act  of  pure  robbery.  The  Vene- 
tians, in  the  secret  articles,  agreed  to  surrender  "  twenty  pictures  and 
ftve  hundred  mannscripts,"  but  no  statues.  Nevertheless ,  the  French 
carried  off  the  horses  from  the  place  of  St  Mark,  and  put  them  on  the 
triumphal  arch  in  the  Tnileries.  In  like  manner,  the  secret  articles  only 
bound  the  Venetians  to  furnish  three  millions'  worth  of  naval  stores ; 
but  Napoleon  ordered  the  French  admiral  Brueys,  who  was  sent  to 
superintend  the  spoliation,  to  carry  off  the  whole  stores  to  Toulon ;  and 
the  Directory  wrote  to  Berthier  in  these  terms :  ''  Que  toute  Partillerie, 
tons  les  magasins,  de  guerre  et  debouche,  qui  se  trouvait^  k  Venise, 
•oient  transport^  k  Gorfou,  Ancone,  et  Ferrare,  de  maniire  que  vous 
randies  Venise  sans  une  seule  piiee  de  canon."— See  Secret  Corretp,  de 
Jf^apoleon,  iii.  170,  and  iv.  427. 
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CHAP.       While  these  memorable  events  were  going  forward 
^^^^^'  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Alps,  the  war  languished 


1797.    ^^  ^^^  frontier  of  the  Rhine.     Latour  commanded  the 
state  of     Imperial  army  on  the  Upper  Rhine ;  his  forces,  aft^ 
OT*^*^  the  departure  of  the  veteran  bands,  under  the  Arch- 
RUne.       duke,  did  not  exceed  thirtj-four  thousand  infantry  and 
six  thousand  horse ;  while  those  under  the  orders  of 
Wemeck,  in  the  Lower  Rhine,  were  about  thirty 
thousand,  and  twenty  thousand  were  shut  up  within 
the  fortresses  on  that  stream.     The  French  forces 
were  much  more  numerous ;  the  army  of  the  Rhine 
and  Moselle,  under  Moreau,   being  sixty  thousand 
strong ;  while  that  of  the  Sambre  and  Mouse,  cantoned 
between  Dusseldorf  and  Coblentz,  amounted  to  nearly 
seventy  thousand.     The  latter  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Hoche,  whose  vigour  and  abilities  gave  every 
promise  of  success  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  while 
the  possession  of  the  tetes^ur^pont  at  Dusseldorf  and 
Neuwied  afforded  a  facihty  for  commencing  operations, 
which  those  on  the  upper  branch  of  the  river  did  not 
possess  since  the  loss  of  Kehl  and  the  tSte-durpofU  at 
Huningen.     The  rapidity  and  energy  with  which  Na- 
poleon conimenced  operations  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tagliamento  before  the  middle  of  March,  inflamed  the 
rivalry  of  the  generals  on  the  Rhine ;  while  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Republic  imperiously  required  that  the 
campaign   should   simultaneously  be  commenced  in 
both  quarters,  in  order  that  the  army  most  advanced 
should  not  find  itself  engaged  alone  with  the  strength 
of  the  Austrian  monarchy.     Nevertheless,  such  was 
the  exhausted  state  of  the  treasury,  from  the  total 
ruin  of  the  paper  system,  and  the  dilapidation  of  the 
public  revenues  during  the  convulsions  of  the  Revo- 
lution, that  the  Directory  was  unable  to  furnish  Moreaa 
with  the  equipage  necessary  for  crossing  the  Rhine ; 
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and  he  was  obliged  to  go  in  person  to  Paris,  in  the   chap, 
beginning  of  April,  and  pledge  his  private  fortune  to   ^^^^^' 
procure  that  necessary  part  of  his  equipments.     At    1797. 
length,  the  obstacles  having  been  overcome,  he  re- 
turned to  the  Rhine,  and  completed  his  preparations !  J?- ^* 
for  crossing  that  river/  x,  71,  74. 

The  point  selected  for  this  important  enterprise 
was  Diersheim ;  the  preparations  of  the  enemy  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Strasburg  rendering  hazardous  any  p**"***  ^  • 
attempt  to  cross  near  that  town.  Seventy  barks  were  «t  nier- 
collected  in  the  111,  a  small  stream  which  falls  into^t'rf* 
the  Rhine,  and  directed  to  Diersheim  on  the  night  of  ^^^ 
the  19th  April,  while  two  false  attacks  above  and  below 
that  place  were  prepared,  to  distract  the  attention  of 
the  enemy.  Delays  unavoidable  in  the  collection  of 
the  flotilla  having  retarded  the  embarkation  of  the 
advanced  guard  till  six  o'clock  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, it  was  evident  that  a  surprise  was  impossible,  the  soth  April. 
'  Aostrians  having  taken  the  alarm,  and  appearing  in 
considerable  force  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  boats, 
however,  pulled  gallantly  across  the  stream,  till  they 
came  within  reach  of  the  grape-shot  from  the  enemy's 
cannon,  when  the  shower  of  balls  forced  them  to  take 
shelter  behind  an  island,  where  they  landed,  and  made 
prisoners  three  hundred  Croatians,  who  composed  its 
garrison.  From  this  they  forded  the  narrow  branch 
of  the  Rhine  which  separates  the  island  from  the  Ger- 
man shore,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  Diersheim. 
Towards  noon  they  were  there  attacked  by  the  Au»- 
trians,  who  had  received  a  reinforcement  of  four  thou- 
sand men  from  a  neighbouring  camp ;  but  the  attack 
was  gallantly  repulsed  by  Desaix  and  Davoust,*  who 

*  Louis  Nicolas  Davoust,  afterwards  Prince  of  Echmuhl,  Marshall 
of  Fnmce,  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  Generals  of  the  Revolu- 

VOL.  III.  Z 
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CHAP,  there  gave  earnest  of  that  cool  intrepidity  and  saga- 
^^"''  cious  foresight  by  which  his  future  career  was  so 
Yj^*j^    eminently  distinguished.     During  the  whole  day,  the 

fion,  was  bom  at  Annoux  in  Burgandy,  on  the  10th  May  1770,  of  a 
Biography  respectable  and  noble  family.    Destined  early  for  the  profession  of  annS| 
of  Davoust  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  Military  School  of  Bmnne,  as  a  gentleman  cadet, 
in  September  1780,  when  Napoleon  was  ihere^  of  whom  he  was  a 
schoolfellow.     In  1788  he  entered  the  army  as  a  sab-lieutenant  in  the 
regiment  of  Boyal  Champagne,  in  which  he  served  till  aatumn  1791; 
when  he  was  dismissed  the  service,  in  consequence  of  having  taken  part 
with  the  private  soldiers  in  a  mutiny  against  their  officers  duzing  the 
political  disturbances  of  the  preceding  year.    Ardent,  impetuous,  impa- 
tient of  restraint,  his  fretful  humour  chafed  against  the  restraint  of 
military  subordination,  and  found  a  freer  and  more  suitable  vent  in  the 
tumult  and  energy  of  the  revolutionary  corps.    Bestored  by  his  dit- 
missal  from  the  army  to  the  class  of  citizens,  he  was,  from  his  acquain- 
tance with  his  profession  and  ardent  republican  ideas,  named  lieuten- 
ant-colonel of  the  3d  battalion  of  the  Volunteers  of  the  Tonne,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two.    To  an  officer  of  the  army,  the  embracing  the  new 
opinions  was  in  those  days  a  certain  passport  to  popular  election  and 
rapid  promotion.     In  that  capacity  he  took  part  in  the  campaign  of 
1792,  in  Champagne;  and  determined  in  his  adhesion  to  the  cause  of 
the  Bevolution  through  all  its  excesses,  he  presented  himself  at  the  bar 
of  the  Assembly,  to  testify  his  own  adherence  and  that  of  his  coipa  to 
the  overthrow  of  the  throne. 

He  was  soon  called  to  evince,  in  a  decisive  crisis,  his  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  the  Bevolution.  In  April  1793,  Dumourier  having 
been  summoned  to  the  bar  of  the  Convention  on  account  of  the  suspi- 
cion under  which  he  laboured  of  a  design  to  restore  the  BourlxHis,  had 
quitted  his  headquarters^at  Saint  Amand,  and  was  moving  towards  the 
cantonments  of  the  regiment  of  Dens  Ponte,  which  was  entirely  at  his 
devotion,  when  he  met,  early  in  the  morning,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Scheldt,  the  Volunteers  of  the  Tonne,  whom  Davoust  was  leading  to 
Valenciennes  to  support  the  authority  of  the  Convention.  Without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  Davoust  ordered  the  leading  company  to  fire  on 
Dumourier  and  the  group  of  staff  officers  by  whom  he  was  surrounded. 
The  men,  knowing  he  had  been  denounced  by  the  Convention,  obeyed. 
Dumourier's  horse  was  shot  under  him,  two  of  his  attendants  kiUed, 
and  the  general  himself  only  escaped  by  mounting  on  a  trooper's  hone 
who  had  fallen,  and  flying  with  the  utmost  haste  across  the  frontier. 
This  decided  act  at  once  drove  Dumourier  into  exile  and  made  Da- 
voust's  fortune.  Arrested,  in  the  first  instance,  for  such  an  act  of  in- 
subordination as  firing  on  his  general  in  command,  he  was  within  twen- 
ty-four hours  liberated  by  order  of  the  all-powerful  Convention,  and 
inmiediately  received  rapid  promotion.    In  July  1793  he  was  made 
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Imperialists  renewed  their  attacks  with  great  intre-   chap. 
pidity,  and,  in  the  end,  with  twelve  thousand  men ;   "^^^^^^ 
but  they  were  constantly  repulsed  by  the  obstinate    1797. 
valour  of  the  Republican  infantry.     On  the  following 
day,  the  attack  was  renewed  with  increased  forces,  but  siet  April, 
no  better  success ;  and  the  bridge  having,  in  the  mean 
time,  been  established,  Moreau  began  to  debouche  in 
great  strength,  upon  which  the  Austrians  commenced 
their  retreat,  during  which  they  sustained  considerable 
loss  from  the  Republican  cavalry.     Thus,  by  a  bold 
and  able  exertion,  was  the  passage  of  the  Rhine  se- 
cured, and  all  the  fruits  of  the  bloody  seiges  of  Kehl 
and  Huningen  lost  to  the  Imperialists.     In  these  ac- 
tions the  loss  of  the  Austrians  was  3000  prisoners  and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  besides   2000   killed  and 

General  of  Brigade,  and  was  on  the  eye  of  being  made  General  of  Divi- 
sion, when  the  decree,  29th  Aognst  of  that  year,  which  depriyed  all 
persons  of  noble  birth  in  the  army  of  their  commands,  reduced  him  to  a 
prfyate  station.  After  the  9th  Thermidor,  howeyer,  in  July  1794,  he 
was  restored  to  hia  rank  as  General  of  Brigade,  and  took  an  actiye  part 
in  the  campaigns  of  1794  and  1796,  on  the  Bhine,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  was  made  prisoner  by  the  Anstrians,  but  soon  after  exchanged. 
Early  in  1797  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  coolness  and  decision  in 
the  passage  of  the  Rhine,  ander  Moreau  at  Diersheim  ;  and  added  to  the 
fame  he  had  already  acquired  by  his  intrepidity  in  the  combats  of  Hon- 
neao,  E^intzig,  and  Haslach,  in  the  preceding  campaign.  The  peace, 
or  rather  the  truce,  which  followed,  suspended  all  military  operations 
in  Germany ;  and,  wearied  of  inactiyity,  he  followed  the  footsteps  of 
Napoleon  into  Egypt.  Thenceforward  he  needs  no  biography :  his  name 
will  be  found  associated  with  all  the  greatest  deeds  of  the  Emperor  from 
the  Pyramids  to  Waterloo.  He  was  cool  and  collected  in  danger,  pos- 
sessed an  admirable  coup  ^obU  on  the  field,  and,  by  his  indefatigable 
e&eigy  and  methodical  arrangements  in  a  campaign,  always  had  his  troops 
in  much  better  order  than  any  other  corps,  except  the  guards,  in  the 
•nay.  But  he  was  inexorable  and  seyere  as  a  general,  often  cruel  and 
npacioua  in  military  command,  coarse  and  yulgar  in  his  nuumers^  and  so 
passionate  in  his  demeanour,  that  an  officer,  who  would  not  haye  hesi- 
tated to  face  a  battery  of  Russian  cannon,  often  trembled  when  brought 
into  the  presence  of  the  Prince  of  Echmuhl. — See  Biography  UndverseU 
Snpptement,  IxiL  168,  173;  and  Dumourier*s  Memoirt,  iy.  173,  175. 
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CHAP,   wounded.     When  it  is  recollected  that  this  passage 

XXIII  •  .  . 

was  gained  not  bj  stratagem  but  main  force,  in  pre- 


1797.    sence  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  Austrian  army,  and 
that  it  undid  at  once  all  the  advantages  gained  by 
them  in  the  preceding  winter,  it  must  ever  be  regarded 
as  a  glorious  deed  of  arms,  and  one  of  the  most  me- 
morable military  achievements  of  the  revolutionary 
war.     Taught  by  the  disasters  of  the  preceding  cam- 
opentionB  psfigu,  Morcau  resolved  to  push  the  corps  of  Starray 
^  iL       ^^^  vigour,  and  prevent  that  methodical  retreat  which 
J^^^^  had  proved  so  beneficial  to  the  Imperialists  in  the  pre- 
vious year.     For  this  purpose  he  pushed  his  advanced 
guard  across  the  Renchen  the  very  day  after  the  pas- 
1  Jom.  z.    sage  was  completed ;  and  was  in  the  high-road  to 
Th.ix!iii.ftirther  successes,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  the  in- 
?65^^^'  telligence  of  the  armistice  of  Leoben,  which  terminated 
i9o!     '    the  campaign  in  that  quarter.^ 

The  campaign  was  in  like  manner  cut  short  in  the 
Opepations  midst  of  Opening  success  on  the  Lower  Rhine.     The 

OfHoche  ^    V,  1  ,.  .    .  i.    -rr        1 

on  the       army,  put  there  at  the  disposition  of  Hoche,  was  one 

MdM.       ^^  ^^®  ^^s*  numerous  and  well  appointed  which  the 

2^«~^  «>^  Republic  ever  sent  into  the  field,  and  particularly 

forced  at    remarkable  for  the  numbers  and  fine  condition  of  the 

Neuwied,    qq^^Iyj  and  artillcty.     Hoche  resolved  to  effect  the 

passage  with  the  bulk  of  his  forces  from  Neuwied,  and 

to  facilitate  that  purpose  by  a  simultaneous  movement 

at  Dusseldorf.     The  Austrians  were  so  far  deceived 

by  these  movements,  that  they  advanced  with  the 

greater  part  of  their  forces  to  Altenkirchen,  in  order 

to  stop  the  progress  of  the  troops  from  Dusseldorf, 

leaving  only  a  small  body  in  front  of  Neuwied.    No 

18th  April,  sooner  did  he  perceive  they  had  fallen  into  the  snare, 

than  Hoche  debouched  rapidly  from  the  tete-^turfont 

at  that  place  at  the  head  of  thirty-six  thousand  men. 
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Kray  commanded  the  Imperialists  in  that  quarter ;   chap. 
and  his  position,  blocking  up  the  roads  leading  from  J^f^ 
the  bridge,  was  strongly  fortified,  and  covered  with    1797 
powerfiil  batteries.     The  attack  of  the  Republicans 
was  impetuous ;  but  the  resistance  of  the  Imperialists, 
though  greatly  inferior  in  number,  was  not  less  vigor- 
ous, and  no  advantage  was  gained  by  the  assailants 
till  the  fortified  village  of  Hulsendorf  was  carried  by 
a  concentric  attack  from  several  of  the  French  masses, 
after  which  the  other  redoubts,  taken  in  flank,  were 
succ^sively  stormed,  and  the  Austrians  driven  back, 
with  the  loss  of  five  thousand  men  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners,  twenty-seven  pieces  of  cannon,  and  sixty 
caissons.     At  the  same  time  the  left  wing  of  the  army 
crossed  the  Sieg,  advanced  to  Ukerath  and  Altenkir- 
chen,  which  were  abandoned  as  soon  as  it  was  known  1  jom.  x, 
that  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  forces  was  advancing®**  ®®- 
from  Neuwied,  and  on  the  following  night  they  effected  Ney,  l  271, 
their  junction  with  the  victors  on  the  field  of  battle.^   ^^^* 

After  this  disaster,  Wemeck  retired  to  Neukirchen, 
and  united  the  two  divisions  of  his  army ;  but,  finding  10th  AprU. 
that  he  was  unable  to  make  head  against  the  immense  ^^^^^^ 
forces  of  his  opponent,  which  were  nearly  double  his  ^^  ^ 
own,  fell  back  behind  the  Lahn.     Thither  he  was  im-of  Leoben. 
mediately  followed  by  the  victorious  general ;  and  the 
Imperialists  having  continued  their  retreat  towards 
the  Maine,  Hoche  conceived  the  design  of  cutting  them  si**  AprU. 
off  before  they  crossed  that  river.     For  this  purpose, 
he  pushed  forward  his  right  wing,  under  Lefebvre,  to 
Frankfort,  while  the  centre  and  left  continued  to  press 
the  enemy  on  the  high  road,  by  which  they  continued 
their  retreat.     The  advanced  guard  of  Lefebvre  was « jom.  x. 
at  the  gates  of  that  opulent  city,  when  hostilities  were^^.^- 
suspended,'  by  the  intelligence  of  the  preliminaries  of  no. 
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CHAP.    Leoben,  to  the  infinite  mortification  of  the  French 

XXIII  •  • 

general,  who  saw  himself  thus  intermpted,  by  his  more 


1797.  fortunate  rival,  in- a  career  of  success,  from  which  the 
most  glorious  effects  might  have  been  anticipated  to 
the  Repubhc. 

Prussia,  during  this  eventful  year,  adhered  steadily 
Stete  of     to  the  system  of  armed  neutrality,  inclining  rather  to 
Sri^lTthif  Fr^wice,  and  supporting  the  protection  of  the  associated 
7^^-         states  within  the  prescribed  line,  which  was  b^un  by 
BeJh  o7'  the  treaty  of  BSAe  in  1795,  and  consolidated  by  the  con- 
Sdwi*'  vention  of  6th  August  1796.    The  health  of  the  King 
c>»»cter.   bad  for  long  been  visibly  declining,  and  he  at  length 
16th  Not.  expired  at  Berlin,  on  the  16th  November ;  having,  as 
^^^'        his  last  act,  bestowed  the  decoration  of  the  order  of 
the  Black  Eagle  on  his  favourite  minister  Haugwitz. 
Though  neither  endowed  with  shining  civil  nor  remark- 
able military  talents,  few  monarchs  have  conferred 
greater  benefits  on  their  country  than  this  soveragn.* 
Among  the  many  and  valuable  territorial  acquisitionB 
which  he  made,  is  to  be  reckoned  the  important  com- 
mercial city  and  fortress  of  Dantzig,  which  commauds 
the  navigation  of  the  Vistula,  and  holds  the  keys  of 
Poland.     The  army  also,  during  his  reign,  was  in- 
creased by  twenty- five  thousand  men ;  and,  like  his 
great  predecessor,  he  ever  considered  that  arm  as  the 
main  foundation  of  the  public  strength.     Much  of  this 
increase  is  doubtless  to  be  ascribed  to  a  fortunate 
combination  of  extraneous  things ;  and  it  chiefly  arose 
from  the  monstrous  partition  of  Poland.     Yet  some- 

*  Daring  his  reign,  the  territory  of  the  monarchj  was  augmented  by 
2200  square  (Qerman)  miles,  and  its  population  by  2,600,000  booIb.  He 
reoeiyed  from  his  uncle,  the  Qreat  Frederick,  3600  square  miles,  and 
6,000,000  of  inhabitants ;  and  left  to  his  successor  5800  square  miles, 
and  8,500,000  of  inhabitants. 
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thing  also  must  be  admitted  to  have  arisen  from  the  chap< 
wisdom  of  the  cabinet,  which  skilfally  turned  these  ^^^^^ 
circumstances  to  its  own  advantage,  and  contrived  to  2797 
reap  nothing  but  profit  from  a  stormy  period,  deeply 
chequered  to  other  states  by  disaster.  But  in  the 
close  of  his  reign,  the  national  jealousy  of  Austria,  and 
partiality  for  France,  were  carried  an  unreasonable 
length ;  and  in  the  unwise  desertion  of  the  cause  of 
Europe  by  this  important  monarchy,  is  to  be  found 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  disasters  which  sub- 
sequently befell  itself.  He  was  simple  and  unosten- 
tatious in  his  habits;  addicted  to  conviviality,  but 
rather  on  account  of  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  than 
any  capacity  to  appreciate  the  refinements  of  conver- 
sation ;  good-humoured  in  general,  but  subject  to  oc- 
casional and  ungovernable  fits  of  passion.  Hardly 
adequate  to  the  consideration  of  important  subjects  of 
policy  himself,  he  at  least  had  the  sense  to  intrust 
the  administration  of  public  affairs  to  able  ministers. 
He  was  fond  of  music,  and  distinguished  by  a  marked 
predilection  for  architecture,  which  caused  his  reign 
to  be  illustrated  by  the  construction  of  several  noble 
and  imposing  edifices.  But  his  facility  and  passions 
led  him  into  several  irregularities  in  private  hfe ;  and 
the  court  during  his  latter  years  was  scandalized  by 
the  great  ascendency  obtained  by  his  profuse  and  rar 
pacious  mistress,  the  Countess  Lichtenau ;  who  was  ^  ^^ 
called  to  a  severe  account  for  her  malversations,  by  sa,  84,  ar. 
his  successor.^ 

Very  different  was  the  character  of  the  youthful  of  pro.  ^ 
Bovereign,  who  now  ascended  the  throne,  Fbedebick  ^[J^ 
William  III.,  afterwards  called  to  such  important  m.   hib 
destinies  on  the  theatre  of  Europe.     Bom  on  the  3d  Eorij 
August  1770,  he  was  twenty-seven  years  of  ag©  when  JJ^^™J^ 
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CHAP,   he  succeeded  to  the  crown;  and  his  character  and 
XXIII.  jjQ^jjj^  already  presaged  the  immortal  glories  of  his 


1797  reign.  'Severe  and  regular  in  private  life,  he  had 
lived,  amidst  a  dissolute  court,  a  pattern  of  every  do- 
mestic virtue.  Married  early  to  a  beautiful  and  high- 
spirited  princess,  he  bore  to  her  that  faithful  attach- 
ment which  her  captivating  qualities  were,  so  well 
fitted  to  excite,  and  which  afterwards  attracted  the 
admiration,  though  they  could  not  relax  the  policy  or 
melt  the  sternness,  or  excite  a  spark  of  chivalry,  in  the 
cold  and  intellectual  breast  of  Napoleon.  He  enter- 
tained a  sincere,  though  undeserved,  distrust  of  his 
own  capacity  in  judging  of  state  affairs,  which,  at  first, 
threw  him,  to  an  unreasonable  degree,  under  the  go- 
vernment of  his  ministers,  but  was  gradually  removed 
during  the  difficulties  and  necessities  of  the  later  pe- 
riods of  his  reign.  His  first  acts  were  in  the  highest 
degree  popular.  On  the  day  of  his  accession,  he 
wrote  a  circular  to  the  constituted  authorities,  inform- 
ing them  that  he  was  aware  of  the  abuses  which  had 
crept  into  various  branches  of  the  public  service,  and 
was  resolved  to  rectify  them ;  and  at  the  same  time, 
gave  an  earnest  of  his  sincerity,  by  abolishing  the 
monopoly  of  tobacco,  which  his  father  had  re-estab- 
lished. The  public  indignation,  rather  than  his  own 
wishes,  rendered  the  trial  of  the  Countess  Lichtenau 
unavoidably  necessary  :  her  wealth  was  known  to  be 
enormous,  and  many  of  the  crown  jewels  were  found 
in  her  possession.  She  was  obliged  to  surrender  the 
greater  part  of  her  ill-gotten  treasures,  and  assigned  a 
pension  of  15,000  francs ;  the  remainder  of  her  great 
fortune  being  settled  on  an  hospital  of  Berlin.  At 
the  same  time,  the  King,  under  the  directions  of 
Hardenberg,  declared,  in  a  circular  addressed  to  all 
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the  states  in  thd  north  of  Germany,  bis  resolution  to    chap. 

continue  those  measures  for  the  security  of  that  part  J '_ 

of  the  empire  which  his  father  had  commenced ;  and    1797^ 
in  a  holograph  letter  to  the  Directory,  his  wish  toiHard.  v. 
cultivate  the  good  understanding  with  the  French  ^*?^ 
Republic,   which  ultimately  led  to  such  disastrous  J^  om. 
effects  to  Prussia  and  Europe.^ 

In  concluding  the  survey  of  these  memorable  con- 
tests, it  is  impossible  to  refuse  to  the  genius  of  Napo-  R«troepect 
leon  that  tribute  which  is  justly  due.  to  it,  not  .only  f or  aBtonishinff 
the  triumphs  in  Italy,  but  for  those  in  Germany.  ^^^JJJJ^*^ 
When  he  began  his  immortal  campaign  upon  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Maritime  Alps,  the  Imperialists,  greatly 
superior  to  their  antagonists,  were  preparing  to  cross 
the  Rhine,  and  carry  the  war  into  the  territory  of  the 
Republic.  It  was  his  brilliant  victories  in  Piedmont 
and  Lombardy,  which  compelled  the  Aulic  Council 
to  detach  Wurmser  with  thirty  thousand  men  from 
the  Upper  Rhine  to  the  valley  of  the  Adige;  and 
thus  not  only  reduced  the  Austriaus  to  the  defensive 
in  Germany,  but  enabled  the  Republicans  to  carry  the 
war  into  the  centre  of  that  country.  Subsequently, 
the  desperate  conflicts  round  the  walls  of  Mantua, 
drew  off  the  whole  resources  of  the  Austrian  monarchy 
into  that  quarter,  and  the  advance  into  the  Alps  of 
Carinthia,  compelled  the  draft  of  thirty  thousand  of 
the  best  troops  from  Swabia,  to  defend  the  Hereditary 
States.  Thus,  with  an  army  which,  though  frequently 
reinforced,  never  at  one  time  amounted  to  sixty  thou- 
sand men,  he  not  only  vanquished  six  successive  armies 
in  Italy  and  the  Julian  Alps,  but  drew  upon  himself 
great  part  of  the  weight  of  the  German  war,  and 
finally,  without  any  other  aid  than  that  derived  from 
the  valour  of  his  own  soldiers,  carried  hostilities  into 
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CHAP,  the  Hereditary  States,  and  dictated  a  glorious  peace 
^^^^^   within  sight  of  the  steeples  of  Vienna, 
1797.        Meanwhile  Napoleon,  sheathing  for  a  time  his  vio- 
commexioe-  torious  sword,  established  himself  at  the  chateau  of 
^JJ^^^ Montebello,  near  Milan;  a  beautiful  summer  reri- 
atudina,    dcucc,  which  ovcrlooked  great  part  of  the  plain  of 
Splendour  Lombardj.     Negotiations  for  a  final  peace  were  there 
leon^ooort  immediately  conmienced ;  before  the  end  of  May,  the 
there.        powers  of  the  plenipotentiaries  had  been  verified,  and 
the  work  of  treaties  was  in  progress.      There  the 
future  Emperor  of  the  West  held  his  court  in  more 
than  regal  splendour ;  the  ambassadors  of  the  Empe- 
ror of  Germany,  of  the  Pope,  of  Grenoa,  Venice, 
Naples,  Piedmont,  and  the  Swiss  Republic,  assembled 
to  examine  the  claims  of  the  several  states  which  were 
the  subject  of  discussion ;  and  there  weightier  matters 
were  to  be  detennined,  and  dearer  interests  were  at 
stake,  than  had  ever  been  submitted  to  European 
diplomacy,  since  the  iron  crown  was  placed  on  the 
brows  of  Charlemagne.     Josephine  Buonaparte  there 
received  the  homage  due  to  the  transcendent  glories 
of  her  youthful  husband;    Pauline  displayed  those 
brilliant  charms  which  afterwards  shone  widi  so  much 
lustre  at  the  court  of  the  Tuileries ;  and  the  ladies  of 
Italy,  captivated  by  the  splendoiir  of  the  spectacle, 
hastened  to  swell  the  illustrious  train,  and  vied  with 
each  other  for  the  admiration  of  those  warriors  whose 
deeds  had  filled  the  world  with  their  renown.    Al- 
ready Napoleon  acted  as  a  sovereign  prince ;  .his  power 
I  ^,  i^    exceeded  that  of  any  living  monarch ;  and  he  had 
144,  i4«.    entered  on  that  dazzling  existence  which  afterwards 
155.'  Boor,  entranced  and  subdued  the  world.^ 
1.889.  rpi^^  establishment  of  a  republic  on  a  democratic 

basis  on  both  sides  of  the  Po,  the  fermentation  in  the 


n 
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« 

y^etiaa  states,  and  the  general  belief  of  the  irresis-   chap. 
table  power  of  the  French  armies,  soon  excited  an  ex* 
traordinary  -degree  of  enthusiasm  at  Genoa.      The    1797^ 
goyemment  there  was  vested  in  an  aristocracy,  which,  Reroiation 
although  less  jealous  and  exclusive  than  at  Venice,  JJJ*^* 
was  far  more  resolute  and  determined.     As  in  alla^ntby 
other  old  popular  constitutions,  the  influence  in  the  French, 
state  had,  in  the  progress  of  time,  and  from  the  gra- 
doal  decay  of  public  spirit,  become  vested  in  an  in- 
considerable number  of  families ;  but  the  principle  of 
goyemment  was  by  no  means  exclusive,  and  many 
plebeians  had  recently  been  inscribed  in  the  Golden 
Book,  who  had  raised  themselves  to  a  rank  worthy 
of  that  distinction.     But  these  gradual  changes  were 
far  from  being  sufficient  for  the  fervent  spirit  of  the 
age.     The  democratic  party,  under  the  secret  influ-  >  skmondi, 
ence  of  the  French,  had  long  been  in  activity ;  and  ^'  ^ 
it  was  calculated  by  the  friends  of  revolution,  that  the  ^^^>  i«7. 
resistance  of  the  aristocratic  senators  could  not  possibly  Nap.  iV. 
be  prolonged  beyond  the  end  of  August.^  *®^' 

A  treaty  had  been  concluded  with  the  French  Di- 
rectory, by  which  Genoa  purchased  its  neutrality  by  secret 
the  payment  of  two  millions  of  francs,  a  loan  to  the  ^-^n^^ 
same  amount,  and  the  recall  of  the  families  exiled  for  ^^^  ^ 
their  political  opinions.     But  the  vehemence  of  the      ^^ 
reyolutionary  club,  which  met  at  the  house  of  an 
apothecary  of  the  name  of  Morandi,  soon  insisted  on 
fai  greater  concessions.     Secretly  stimulated  by  Na- 
poleon, and  the  numerous  agents  of  the  French  army,^ 

*  "  Genoa,"  said  Napoleon,  in  his  confidential  despatch  to  the  Direc- 
tory, on  19th  May  1797>  "  londlj  demands  democracy ;  the  Senate  has 
sent  depntiee  to  me  to  sound  my  intentions.  It  is  more  than  probable 
thftfc,  in  ten  days,  the  aristocracy  of  Genoa  will  ondezgo  the  fate  of  that 
of  Venice.  Then  woald  there  be  three  democratic  republics  in  tl^e  north 
of  Italy,  which  may  hereafter  be  united  into  one." — Confide  Deepatch, 
i9tk  May  1797  ;  C<m/id.  Corretp.  iii.  170. 
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CHAP,   they  openly  anaounced  the  assistance  and  protection 
'__  of  the  Directory,  and  insisted  for  the  immediate  for- 


1797.    niation  of  the  constitution  on  a  new  and  highly  de- 
mocratic hasis  j  while  the  Senate,  irresolute  and  di- 
vided, did  not  possess  either  the  moral  energy  or  phy- 
sical strength  to  combat  the  forces  with  which  they 
were  assailed.      The  arrest  of  two  of  the  popular 
party,  who  had  proceeded  to  acts  of  sedition,  brought 
matters  to  a  crisis,  and  the  intervention  of  the  French 
minister,  Faypoult,  was  sought,  to  procure  their  libe- 
22d  May.    ratiou,  aud  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood.     Instead  of 
calming,  he  rather  increased  the  effervescence ;  and 
the  consequence  was,  that  on  the  following  day  a  gene- 
ral insurrection  took  place.     The  troops  of  the  line 
wavered,  the  burgher  guard  could  not  be  trusted, 
and  the  senators,  reduced  to  their  own  resources,  were 
pursued  and  massacred,  and  at  length  took  refuge 
with  the  French  minister,  as  the  only  means  of  ap- 
peasing the  tumult.     Upon  this  some  of  the  patrician 
families,  finding  themselves  deserted  by  their  natural 
leaders,  and  seeing  the  dagger  at  their  throats,  put 
themselves  at  the  head  of  their  followers,  with  loud 
cries  demanded  arms  from  the  Senate,  and  brougbt 
in  their  faithful  followers  from  the  country,  to  en- 
S9d  April,  deavour  to  stem  the  torrent.    They  soon  prevailed  over 
lerTTO     ^^^^^  revolutionary  antagonists.      The  posts,  which 
174.   Th.  liad  been  seized  in  the  first  bursts  of  the  tumult,  were 
144.  Nap.  regained,  the  club  Morandi  dispersed,  the  Genoese 
ml^Bot.  colours  again  floated  on  the  city,  and  the  tricolor  flag, 
11.883,      which  the  democrats  had  assumed,  was  torn  down 
conf.  Cor.  from  the  walls.     The  firmness  of  the  aristocracy,  sup- 
m  no.     ported  by  the  courage  of  the  rural  population,  had 
See  the      prevailed  over  the  fumes  of  democracy,  and  the  in- 

treaty  in      *  •        . 

Martens,    dependence  of  Genoa,  but  for  foreign  interference,  was 
vi.  394.     preserved.^ 
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fiut  it  was  no  part  of  the  system  of  republican  am-    chap. 
bition  to  allow  the  revolutionary  party  to  be  subdued   ^^^^^' 
in  any  country  which  the  arms  of  France  could  reach.    1797. 
In  the  course  of  these  struggles,  some  Frenchmen  and  French 
citizens  of  the  Cisalpine  Republic,  who  had  taken  aHfe^'^d"^ 
active  part  with  the  popular  side,  were  wounded  and  vigorously 
made  prisoners ;  and  Napoleon  instantly  made  this  a  democratic 
pretext  for  throwing  the  weight  of  his  authority  into  ^J^ 
the  scale,  in  favour  of  the  democracy.     The  French  ^pon  thu 
minister  peremptorily  demanded  their  instant  libera- 
tion ;  and  Napoleon  sent  his  aide-de-camp,  Lavellette, 
to  the  city  to  compel  the  enlargement  of  the  prisoners, 
the  disarming  of  the  counter-revolutionists,  and  the 
arrest  of  all  the  nobles  who  had  instigated  any  resis- 
tance to  the  innovators.     To  support  these  demands, 
the  French  troops  advanced  to-Tortona,  while  Admiral 
Brueys,  with  two  sail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  ap- 
peared in  the  bay.     The  democratic  party,  encouraged 
by  this  powerful  protection,  now  resumed  the  ascen- 
dency.     In  vain  the  Senate  endeavoured,  by  half 
measures,  to  preserve  in  part  the  constitution  of  their 
country ;  they  found  that  the  revolutionists  were  in- 
satiable, and  the  minister  of  France  demanded  his 
passports,  if  the  whole  demands  of  the  Republican 
general  and  his  adherents  in  Genoa,  were  not  instantly 
conceded.     Terrified  by  the  menaces  of  the  populace, 
and  the  threats  of  their  formidable  allies,  the  senators 
at  length  yielded  to  necessity,  and  nominated  a  depu- 
tation, who  were  empowered  to  submit  without  re-ethjune. 
serve  to  the  demands  of  the  conqueror.     They  signed,  ^^' 
on  the  6th  June,  a  convention  at  Montebello,  which  Jom.  z. 

•  .  175  180 

effected  a  revolution  in  the  government,  and  put  an  Nap.  w. ' 
end  to  the  constitution  of  Doria.^  By  this  deed>  the  J^^' 
supreme  legislative  authority  was  vested  in  two  coun-  yi  sm. 
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CHAP,    cils,  one  of  three  hundred,  the  other  of  one  hundred 
•^^^^^^   and  fifty,  members,  chosen  by  all  the  citizens ;  the 


1797.    executive  in  a  senate  of  twelve,  elected  by  the  coun- 
cils. 

This  prodigious  change  immediately  excited  the 
Violent  usual  pafisious  of  democracy.  The  people  assembled 
^people,  in  menacing  crowds,  burned  the  Golden  Bo<^,  and 
TOxrection  destroyed  the  statue  of  Andrea  Doria,  the  restorer  of 
which  iB  the  freedom  of  Genoa,  and  greatest  hero  of  its  his- 
auppreaaed.  ^^      ^y^^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^  memory  of  SO  iUustrious  a 

man,  while  it  proved  how  ignorant  the  people  were 
of  the  glory  of  their  country,  and  how  unfit  to  be  in- 
trusted with  its  government,  greatly  displeased  Napo- 
leon, who  already  began  to  feel  that  hatred  at  demo- 
1  ^    j^    cratic  principles,  by  which  he  was  ever  after  so  re- 
160.         markably  distinguished.^     Subsequently,  the  nobles 
and  priests,  finding  that  they  were  excluded  from  aU 
share  in  the  administration  of  affairs,  according  to  the 
mode  of  election  which  was  adopted  for  carrying  the 
constitution  into  effect,  excited  a  revolt  in  the  rural 
districts  of  the  Republic.     Many  parishes  refused  to 
adopt  the  new  constitution ;  the  tocsin  was  sounded 
in  the  valleys,  and  ten  thousand  armed  peasants  as- 
saulted and  carried  the  line  and  fortified  heights  which 
form  the  exterior  defence  of  Genoa.     General  Du- 
phot,  however,  who  commanded  the  newly  organized 
forces  of  the  infant  Republic,  having  assembled  three 
thousand  regular  troops,  attacked  and  defeated  the 
6th  Sept.    insurgents ;  moveable  columns  penetrated  and  exacted 
hostages  from  the  hostile  valleys ;  and  the  new  oon- 
•  Bott  11.   stitution  was  put  in  force  in  the  territory  of  Genoa, 
j^'.T^'    which  thenceforward  lost  even  the  shadow  of  inde- 
180,  ia3.    pendence,  and  became  a  mere  outwork  of  the  Fraich 

Nap.  iv.       t^         ITS 

169, 170.    Republic.'' 
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The  kingdom  of  Piedmont,  during  the  course  of   chap. 
this  summer,  experienced  the  hitter  humiliations  to^^"V 


which  it  was  subjected  from  the  forced  alliance  in    1797. 
which  it  was  held  by  the  conqueror  of  Italy.     The  Deplorable 
Directory,  from  ulterior  views  as  to  the  revolution- o^^^***" 
izing  of  these  dominions,  had  refused  to  ratify  the"""*- 
treaty  of  alliance  which  Napoleon  had  formed  with  5th  April, 
its  sovereign:  its  fortified  places  were  either  demo- 
lished or  in  the  hands  of  the  French ;  the  feelings  of 
the  nobility  and  the  rural  population  were  outraged 
by  the  increasing  vehemence  of  the  popular  party  in 
the  towns ;  and  the  king,  exhausted  by  humiliation, 
was  already  beginning  to  look  to  Sardinia  as  the  only  1  ^^^  j^, 
refuge  for  the  crown,  amidst  the  troubles  by  which  it  17®*  ^^^" 
was  surrounded.*  322,328. 

The  British  government  made  another  attempt  this 
summer  to  open  negotiations  for  peace  with  the  French  4th  July. 
Directory.     Early  in  July,  Lord  Malmesbury  was  sent  ti^  be- 
to  Lisle,  to  renew  the  attempts  at  pacification  which  ^^J^^^ 
had  failed  the  year  before  at  Paris ;  and  as  the  aban-  BngUmd 
donment  of  the  Low  Countries  by  Austria  at  Leoben,  J5Se. 
had  removed  the  principal  obstacle  to  an  acconunoda- 
tion,  sanguine  hopes  were  entertained  of  success.   The  Moder». 
moderation  of  the  demands  made  by  England  on  this  Bn°i^ 
occasion  was  such  as  to  call  forth  the  commendations  Arrogance 
even  of  its  adversaries.     They  proposed  to  surrender 
all  their  conquests,  reserving  only  Trinidad  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  Ceylon 
and  its  dependencies,  from  the  Dutch.     Such  pro- 
posals, coming  from  a  power  which  had  been  uniformly 
victorious  at  sea,  and  had  wrested  from  its  enemies 
almost  all  their  colonial  possessions,  were  an  unequi- 
vocal proof  of  moderation,  more  especially  when,  by 
the  separate  treaty  which  Austria  had  made  for  itself. 
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CHAP,   they  were  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  demanding 
xxiiL   gy^y  equivalent  in  their  turn  for  their  continental  al- 


1797.  ^^^*  ^^^  French  plenipotentiaries  insisted  that  the 
Republic  should  be  recognised,  and  the  title  of  King 
of  France  renounced  by  the  English  monarch ;  a  vain 
formality  which  had  been  retained  by  them  since  it 
was  first  assumed  by  Edward  III.  These  obstacles 
would  probably  have  been  overcome,  and  the  nego- 
tiations might  have  terminated  in  a  5\3neral  pacifica- 
tion, had  it  not  been  for  the  revolution  of  the  18th 
Fructidor  (4th  September  1797),  to  be  inmiediately 
noticed,  and  the  consequent  accession  of  violence  and 
presumption  which  it  brought  to  the  French  govern- 
ment. Immediately  after  that  event,  the  former  ple- 
nipotentiaries were  recalled  and  replaced  by  Treillard 
and  Bonnier,  two  furious  republicans,  who,  from  the 
very  outset,  assumed  such  a  tone,  that  it  was  evident 
any  accommodation  was  out  of  the  question.  Their 
first  step  was  to  demand  from  Lord  Malmesbury  pro« 
duction  of  authority  from  the  British  government  to 
him  to  surrender  all  the  conquests  made  by  Great 
Britain  during  the  war,  without  any  equivalent,  ac- 
companied by  an  intimation,  that  if  this  was  not  ac- 
ceded to  within  twenty-four  hours,  he  must  leave 
Lisle.  This  insolent  demand,  which  proved  that  the 
16th  Sept  new  Republican  government  were  as  ignorant  of  the 
forms  of  diplomacy,  as  of  their  situation  in  the  war 
with  England,  was  received  as  it  deserved :  Lord 
1  jom.  z.  Malmesbury  demanded  his  passports,  and  returned  to 
lll[^^this  island,  "  leaving  Europe,"  says  the  French  his- 
Reg.  1798,  torian  Jomini,  ^^  convinced  that  on  this  occasion  at  least, 

12  67 

ParL  HiBt.  the  Cabinet  of  St  Jameses  had  evinced  more  modera- 
1003^012.  *^^^  ^^^^  ^  Directory,  whose  proceedings  were  worthy 
of  the  days  of  Robespierre."^ 

6 
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Meanwhile  the  negotiatioiis  for  a  final  treaty  at    chap. 
Montebello  slowly  advanced  towards  their  accompUsh- 


ment.    The  cabinet  of  Vienna,  aware  of  the  reaction    1797, 
which  was  going  forward  in  France,  and  which  was  pnjgress 
only  prevented  from  overturning  the  Re volutionary  ^^^^^J^ 
government  by  the  events  of  the  18th  Fructidor,  took  •*  ^^^^ 
advantage  of  every  circumstance  to  protract  the  con* 
ferences,  in  the  hopes  of  a  more  moderate  party  ob- 
taining the  ascendant  in  that  country,  and  more  reason- 
able terms  of  accommodation  being  in  consequence  ob- 
tained.    But  when  these  hopes  were  annihilated  by 
the  result  of  that  disastrous  revolution,  the  negotia- 
tions proceeded  with  greater  rapidity,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  neighbouring  states  was  commenced  without 
mercy.     The  French  had  at  first  flattered  the  Vene- 
tian conunissioners  that*  they  should  obtain  Ferrara, 
Romagna,  and  perhs^s  Ancona,  as  a  compensation 
for  the  territories  which  were  taken  from  the  state  ; 
but  ultimately  they  ceded  these  provinces  to  the  Cis- 
alpine Republic.     The  republicans  of  Venice,  in  de- 
spair, endeavoured  to  effect  a  junction  with  that  infant 
state;  but  this  proposal  was  instantly  rejected.     It 
became  evident,  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations,  that 
the  high  contracting  parties  had  forgot  their  mutual 
animosities,  and  were  occupied  with  no  other  object 
bat  that  of  arranging  their  differences  at  the  expense 
of  their  neighbours.      Exchanges,  or  rather  spolia- 
tions, of  foreign  territories,  were  proposed  without  ^  Dam, 
hesitation  and  accepted  without  compunction:  pro-v<^J^% 
vinces  were  offered  and  demanded,  to  which  the  con-  f  ^®^/**"" 
tracting  parties  had  right :  the  value  of  cessions  alone  Nap.  iy. 
was  considered,  not  their  legality.^ 

But  though  France  and  Austria  had  no  sort  of  dif- 

VOL-  III.  A  a 
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CHAP,   ficolty  in  agreeing  upon  the  spoliation  of  their  neigh- 
^^^^^'  boors,  they  found  it  not  so  easy  a  noatter  to  arrange 


1797.  ^^®  division  of  their  respective  acquisitions  in  the 
Terms  are  V^^^  o^  Lombardy.  Mantua,  justly  regarded  as  the 
at  length  bulwark  of  Italy,  was  the  great  subject  of  dispute ; 
the  Republicans  contending  for  it,  as  the  frontier  of 
the  Cisalpine  Republic,  the  Imperialists  as  the  bul- 
wark of  their  German  possessions.  To  support  their 
respective  pretensions,  great  preparations  were  made 
on  both  sides.  Thirty  regiments,  and  two  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  reached  the  Lsonzo  from  Vienna ; 
while  the  French  added  above  fifteen  thousand  men 
to  their  armies  in  Italy.  At  length  Napoleon,  irri- 
tated by  the  interminable  aspect  of  the  negotiations, 
declared,  that  if  the  ultimatum  of  the  Directory  was 
not  signed  in  twelve  hours,  he  would  denounce  the 
truce  to  the  Archduke  Charles.  The  period  having 
expired,  he  took  a  vase  of  porcelain  in  his  hands, 
which  tiie  Austrian  ambassador  highly  valued,  as  the 
gift  of  the  Empress  Catharine,  and  said,  "  The  die 
is  then  cast,  the  truce  is  broken,  and  war  declared : 
but,  mark  my  words,  before  the  end  of  autunm,  I  will 
break  in  pieces  your  monarchy,  as  I  now  destroy  this 
porcelain  ;^^  and  with  tiiat  he  dashed  it  in  pieces  on 
the  ground.  Bowing  then  to  the  ministers,  he  retired, 
mounted  his  carriage,  and  dispatched,  on  the  spot,  a 
courier  to  the  Archduke,  to  announce  that  the  nego- 
tiations were  broken  ofi^,  and  he  would  commence  hos- 
17th  Oct.  tilities  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  Austrian  pleni- 
potentiary, thunderstruck,  forthwith  agreed  to  the 
1  Nap.  iy.  ultimatum  of  the  Directory,  and  the  treaty  of  Cahfo 
^^^y,  FoRMio  was  signed  on  the  following  day  at  five 
«o,482.    o'clock.^ 

But  though  Napoleon  assumed  this  arrogant  man- 
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ner  to  the  Austrian  ambassadors,  he  was  very  far  in-   chap. 
deed  from  himself  feeUng  any  confidence  in  the  result  _™1 
of  hostilities,  if  actually  resumed :  and  he  had  on  the    1797^ 
contrary,  the  day  before,  written  to  the  Directory,  that  simniirted 
"  the  enemy  had,  on  the  frontiers  of  Carinthia,  ninety  ^J^** 
thousand  in£EUitry  and  ten  thousand  horse,  besides  fean  of 
eighteen  thousand  Hungarian  volunteers,  while  he^*^*^"' 
had  only  forty-eight  thousand  infantry  and  four  thou- 
sand cavalry,   and  that,  if  they  resumed  the  offen- 
sive, every  thing  would  become  doubtful."     "  The 
war,"  he  adds,  **  which  was  national  and  popular 
when  the  enemy  was  on  our  frontiers,  is  now  foreign 
to  the  French  people ;  it  has  become  a  war  of  govern- 
ments.    In  the  end  we  should  necessarily  be  over- 
thrown"     In  truth,  his  resolution  to  sign  the  treaty 
was  accelerated  from  his  having  observed,  when  he 
looked  out  from  his  windows,  on  the  13th  October,  the 
sununits  of  the  Alps  covered  with  snow ;  a  symptom 
which  too  plainly  told  him  that  the  season  for  active 
operations  that  year  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  he 
had  no  confidence  in  the  ability  of  France  to  resume 
the  contest  in  the  following  spring.    He  then  shut 
himself  up  in  his  cabinet ;  and  after  reviewing  his 
forces,  said — ^^  Here  are  eighty  thousand  effective 
men ;  but  I  shall  not  have  above  sixty  thousand  in  the 
field.    Even  if  I  gain  the  victory,  I  shall  have  twenty 
thousand  killed  and  wounded;  and  how,  with  forty 
thoosand,  can  I  withstand  the  whole  forces  of  the 
Austrian  monarchy,  who  will  advance  to  the  relief  of  ^  secwt 
Vienna  ?     The  armies  of  the  Rhine  could  not  arrive  i8th*seii. 
to  my  succour  before  the  middle  of  November,  and^^^^®^^^ 
hefore  that  time  skrrives,  the  Alps  will  be  impassable  Conf.  com 
from  snow.^     It  is  all  over ;  I  will  sign  the  peace !  212.  bov. 
Venice  ihcUlpay  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  the  ex-*-  ^^^' 
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CHAP,   tension  of  France  to  the  Rhine ;  let  the  government 
^  and  the  lawyers  say  what  they  choose." 


1797.        Bu^9  ^^  addition  to  these  state  reasons.  Napoleon 
Napoleon's  had  Other  secret  motives  for  agreeing  to  the  spoha- 


TOnTfor^  tion  of  Venice,  and  being  desirous  of  coming  to  an 

signing      accommodation  with    the    Imperialists.      Although 

'  Carnot  and  a  majority  of  the  Directory  had  at  first 

>  cjonf.  approved  of  the  destruction  of  that  Republic,  and 
229^  ^^'  given  it  a  conditional  sanction  in  the  June  preced- 
ing ;^  yet,  after  the  revolution  of  18th  Fructidor,  they 
had  come  to  the  resolution  of  not  acquiescing  in  that 
disgraceful  seizure  of  an  independent  state,  and  had 
sent  their  ultimatum  to  Napoleon,  enjoining  him  not 
to  admit  its  surrender  to  the  Emperor ;  and  declaring 
that  rather  than  have  any  share  in  such  a  perfidious 
act,  they  would  see  their  armies  driven  over  the  Alps, 

>  conf.  and  all  their  Italian  conquests  wrested  from  the  Re- 
333/234.    public.^    At  the  same  time  they  had  declared  their 

intention,  in  the  event  of  hostilities  being  resumed, 

>  Conf.  of  sending  conmiissioners  to  relieve  Napoleon  of  his 
S33^'  ^'  diplomatic  cares,  and  allow  him  to  attend  exclusively 
Hwd.  iv.    4^  i^jg  military  duties;      Napoleon,  whose  jealousy  of 

the  revolutionary  government,  established  at  Paris  by 
the  revolution  of  18th  Fructidor,  had  been  much  in- 
creased by  the  appointment  of  Augereau  in  the  room 
of  Hoche  to  the  command  of  the  army  on  the  Rhine, 
was  so  much  disgusted  by  these  restrictions  on  his 
authority,  that  he  wrote  to  Paris  on  the  25th  Sep* 
tember,  offering  to  resign  the  conunand.*     The  Di- 

95th  Sept.       *  "  ^^  ^^  erident/'  said  he  in  that  letter,  "  that  the  goveniment  is 

1707.  resolved  to  act  to  me  as  they  did  to  Pichegm.     I  beseech  70a,  citizen, 

*  to  appoint  a  successor  to  me,  and  accept  my  resignation.    No  power 

Desnatch  ^^  earth  shaU  make  me  continue  to  serve  a  government  which  has  given 

S5th  Sept.  IP®  BU<^^  A  icandalou*  proof  of  ingratitudey  which  I  was  far  indeed  from 

i¥.  169.  expecting."* 
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rectory,  on  the  29th  September,  returned  in  answer,    chap. 

positiyely  forbidding  the  cession  of  Venice  to  Aus- ]_ 

tria;*  upon  which,  Napoleon,  seeing  his  authority    1797, 
slipping  from  his  hands,  and  a  doubtful  campaign 
about  to  be^n,  without  hesitation  violated  his  instruc- 
tions, and  signed  the  treaty  fatal  to  Venice  on  the 
18th  October.^     The  whole  infamy,  therefore,  of  that^^^*^- 
proceeding,  rests  on  his  head ;  the  French  Directory  ^^0, 

*  The  Tesolation  of  the  Directory,  after  the  18  th  Fructidor,  not  to 
spoliate  Venice,  was  repeatedly  and  strongly  expressed.     Barras  wrote  '  Barras's 
to  Napoleon  on  8th  September :  "  Conclude  a  peace,  but  let  it  be  an  ?*^*  . 
honourable  one ;  let  Mantua  fall  to  the  Cisalpine  Republic,  but  Venice  gth  Sept.' 
fiot  go  to  the  Emperor.     That  is  the  wish  of  the  Directory,  and  of  all  1707. 
tnie  Bepublicans,  and  what  the  glory  of  the  Republic  requires."'    Napo- 
leon answered,  on  the  18th  September: — "If  your  ultimatum  is  not  to  cede  '  Secret 
Venice  to  the  Emperor,  I  much  fear  peace  will  be  impracticable,  and  {^^i^! 
yet  Yenice  is  the  city  of  Italy  most  worthy  of  freedom,  and  hostilities  ^^^  {^4, 
will  be  resumed  in  the  course  of  October."  ^    The  Directory  replied, 
"  The  government  now  is  desirous  of  tracing  out  to  you  with  precision 
its  ultimatum.     Austria  has  long  desired  to  swallow  up  Italy,  and  to 
acquire  maritime  power.    It  is  the  interest  of  France  to  prevent  both 
these  designs.     It  is  evident  that,  if  the  Emperor  acquires  Venice,  with 
its  territorial  possessions,  he  will  secure  an  entrance  into  the  whole  of 
Lombaidy.    We  should  be  treating  as  if  we  had  been  conquered,  inde- 
pendent of  the  disgrace  of  abandoning  Venice,  which  you  describe  as 
worthy  of  being  free.     What  would  posterity  say  of  us  if  we  surrender 
that  great  city  with  its  naval  arsenals  to  the  Emperor  I     Better  a  hun- 
dred times  restore  to  him  Lombnrdy  than  pay  such  a  price  for  it.    Let 
us  take  the  worst  view  of  matters ;  let  us  suppose,  what  your  genius 
ftnd  the  valour  of  your  army  forbid  us  to  fear,  that  we  are  conquered 
and  driven  out  of  Italy.    In  such  a  case,  yielding  only  to  force,  our 
honour  at  least  will  be  safe ;  we  shall  still  have  remained  faithful  to 
the  true  interests  of  ^France,  and  not  incurred  the  disgrace  0/  a  perfidfy 
vi^ut  exeuK,  as  it  will  induce  consequences  more  disastrous  than  the 
most  unfavourable  results  of  war.     We  feel  the  force  of  your  objection, 
that  you  may  not  be  able  to  resist  the  forces  of  the  Emperor ;  but  con- 
aider  that  your  army  would  be  still  less  so  some  months  after  the  peace, 
•0  imprudently  and  shamefully  signed.     Then  would  Austria,  placed  by 
oar  own  hands  in  the  centre  of  Italy,  indeed  take  us  at  a  disadvantage. 
The  whole  question  comes  to  this :  Shall  we  give  up  Italy  to  the  Aus- 
trianst    The  French  government  neither  can  nor  will  do  so :  it  would 
in  preference  incur  all  the  hazards  of  war.'*— See  Confd.  Corr^.  de 

Napoitm,  iv.  233,  235. 
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CHAP.  Ib  entirely  blameless,  except  in  not  having  had  the 
^^^^^*  courage  to  disown  the  treaty  to  which  his  signature 


1707.    ^^  afl&zed. 

By  this  treaty  the  Emperor  ceded  to  France,  Flan- 
Terms  of    dcrs  and  the  line  of  the  Rhine;  he  agreed  to  the 
rf  cto!^*^  territory  of  the  Republic  being  extended  to  the  sum- 
''"*'"^-     mit  of  die  Maritime  Alps ;  he  consented  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Cisalpine  Republic,  comprehending 
Lombardy,  the  duchies  of  Reggio,  Modena,  Miran- 
dola,  Bologna,  Ferrara,  Romagno,  the  Valteline,  and 
the  Venetian  states,  as  far  as  the  Adige,  comprising  the 
territory  of  Bergamo,  Brescia,  Crema,  and  the  Pole- 
sine.     The  Ionian  Islands,  part  of  the  Venetian  terri- 
tory, were  ceded  to  France,  which  acquired  Mantua, 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  Imperial  states  in  Italy,  and 
Mayence,  the  bulwark  of  the  empire  on  the  Rhine. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Republic  ceded  to  the  Em- 
peror, in  exchange  for  the  states  of  Flanders,  Istria, 
Dalmatia,   the  Venetian  isles  in  the   Adriatic,  the 
mouths  of  the  Cattaro,  the  city  of  Venice,  and  its 
continental  possessions  as  far  as  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  lake  of  Guarda,  the  line  of  the  Adige,  and  that  of 
the  Po.     By  this  arrangement,  Verona,  Peschiera, 
and  Porto-Legnago,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Aus- 
trians,  who  lost  in  Flanders  and  Lombardy  provinces, 
rich,  indeed,  but  distant,  inhabited  by  3,500,000  souls, 
and  received  in  the  Venetian  states  a  territory  of 
equal  riches,  with  a  great  seaport,  and  3,400,000  souls, 
>  jom.  iz.  lying  close  to  the  Hereditary  States,  besides  an  ao- 
***'  ^'    quisition  of  nearly  the  same  amount  which  they  had 
866,866.    made  during  the  war,  on  the  side  of  Poland.     The 
438, 463.    advantages  of  the  treaty,  therefore,  how  great  soever 
^^■'    to  the  conquerors,  were,  in  some  degree,  ahso  extend- 
ed to  the  vanquished. 
Besides  these  public,  the  treaty  contained  many 
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secret  articles  of  nearly  equal  importance.     The  most   chap. 

YYTTT 

material  of  these  regarded  the  cession  of  Salzbourg, '_^ 

with  its  romantic  territory,  to  Austria,  with  the  im-    1797, 
portant  towns  of  Inviertil  and  Wassehurg  on  the  Inn,  secret  Ar- 
from  Bavaria ;  the  free  navigation  of  the  Rhine  and  ^^  u«!ity. 
the  Meuse,  the  abandonment  of  the  Frickthal  by 
Austria  to  Switzerland,  and  the  providing  equivalents 
to  the  dispossessed  princes  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  on  the  right  of  that  river.     But  it  was  ex- 
pressly provided  that  "  no  acquisition  should  be  pro- 
posed to  the  advantage  of  Prussia?'*     For  the  arrange- 
ment of  these  complicated  objects,  a  convention  was 
appointed  to  meet  at  Rastadt  to  settle  the  affairs  of 
the  empire.     Finally,  it  was  agreed,  '^  that  if  either  *  Jom.  z. 
of  the  contracting  powers  should  make  acquisitions  in  ^^p.  iy. ' 
Germany,  the  other  should  receive  equivalents  to  the  ^^*^J' 
same  amount.  ^^^  591. 

Thud  terminated  the  Italian  campaigns  of  Napo- 
leon—the most  memorable  of  his  military  career,  and  niMstroiu 
which  contributed  so  powerfully  to  fix  his  destinies  the  cam- 
and  immortalize  his  name.     The  sufferings  of  Italy  g^J^^*^* 
in  these  contests  were  extreme,  and  deeply  did  its 
people  rue  the  fatal  precipitance  with  which  they  had 
thrown  themselves  into  the  arms  of  republican  ambi- 
tion.^   Its  territory  was  partitioned ;  its  independence 
mined  j  its  galleries  pillaged ;  the  trophies  of  art  had 
followed  the  car  of  Victory;  and  the  works  of  im- 
mortal genius,  which  no  wealth  could  purchase,  had 

*  The  enormous  sum  of  120,000,000  francs,  or  nearly  L.5,000,000 
iterling,  was  leyied  on  its  territory  by  the  conqueror,  in  specie,  in  little 
more  than  twelve  months — ^a  sum  equal  to  L.  12,000,000  in  Great  Bri- 
tam;  and  the  total  amount  extracted  from  the  peninsula,  in  oontribu-  '  J<nu*  ▼!•• 
lions  and  supplies,  during  the  two  years  the  war  lasted,  was  no  less  than  ^^^^^ 
400,000,000  francs,  or  L.16,000,000  sterling.    This  immense  burden  feU  jy^  ^Sl. 
almost  exdusiTely  on  the  states  to  the  north  of  the  Tiber,  whose  repub-  Hard.  y.  1 1. 
Ucan  ardour  had  been  most  decided.* 
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CHAP,   been  torn  from  their  nattve  seats,  and  violently  traos- 
^^'"'   planted  into  a  foreign  soil.* 


1797.  ^^  words  can  paint  the  horror  and  consternation 
which  the  promnlgation  of  this  treaty  excited  in 
Venice.     The  democratic  party,  in  particular,  who 

*  It  if  lemarkable  how  strongl^r,  even  at  this  early  period,  the  mind 
of  "Saspoloon  was  set  upon  two  objects^  which  formed  such  memorable 
features  in  his  future  life,  the  expedition  to  Egypt^  and  interminable 
hostility  to  Great  Britain. 

*'  Why/'  said  he,  in  his  letter  to  the  Directory,  of  13th  September 
1797}  "  do  we  not  lay  hold  of  Malta  1  Admiral  Brueys  could  eadlj 
make  himself  master  of  it :  400  knights,  and,  at  the  utmost,  500  men, 
compose  the  whole  garrison  of  La  Yalette.  The  inhabitants,  who 
amount  to  100,000,  are  already  well  disposed  towards  us,  for  I  Hstb 
confiscated  all  the  possessions  of  the  order  in  Italy,  and  they  sie  dying 
of  famine.  With  Malta  and  Corfu,  we  should  soon  be  masters  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

"  Should  we,  on  making  peace  with  England,  be  compelled  to  giTS  up 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  take  possee- 
sion  of  Egypt.  That  country  never  belonged  to  any  European  power: 
the  Venetians  even  there  had  only  a  precarious  auUiority.  We  might 
embark  from  hence,  with  25,000  men,  escorted  by  eight  or  ten  ships  of 
the  line,  or  frigates,  and  take  possession  of  it.  Eg^pi  does  not  belong 
to  the  Grand  Seignior."— £«<ter  Canjid.  IZth  Sept.  1797 ;  Corre^.  Ci^fd. 
ir,  176. 

His  inveterate  hostility  to  England  was  equally  early  and  strong; 
expressed.  In  enumerating  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  sign  the 
treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  he  concludes : — "  Finally,  we  are  still  at  ynx 
with  England ;  that  enemy  is  great  enough,  without  adding  another. 
The  Austrians  are  heavy  and  avaricious ;  no  people  on  earth  are  less 
active  or  dangerous,  with  a  view  to  our  military  affairs,  than  they  are ; 
the  English,  on  the  contrary,  are  generous,  intriguing,  enterprising.  It 
%i  inditperuahle  far  our  government  to  destroy  the  Englith  monarchy  ;  or  it 
will  infallibly  be  overturned  by  the  intrigues  and  the  corruption  of 
these  active  islanders.  The  present  moment  offers  to  our  hands  a  noble 
enterprise.  Let  us  concentrate  all  our  activity  on  the  marine,  and  de- 
stroy England  ;  that  done,  Europe  is  at  our  feetJ* — Letter  Confid.  to  tk 
Directory,  dated  Passeriano,  18  th  October  1797  ;  Confid.  Corretp.  d< 
Napoleon,  iv.  212. 

In  reality,  it  was  his  desire  to  acquire  the  harbour  and  naval  resources 
of  Venice,  for  his  projected  expedition  against  Egypt  and  Great  Britain ; 
that  was  one  main  inducement  with  Napoleon  to  treat  with  such  unex- 
ampled severity  that  unhappy  republic. 
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had  allied  themselves  with  the  French,  compelled  the   chap. 

YYTTT 

govemment  to  ahdicate  in  order  to  make  way  for  a '^ 

republican  regime^  and  received  a  French  garrison  1707, 
within  their  walls,  broke  out  into  the  most  vehement  Honor  in 
invectives  against  their  former  allies,  and  discovered,  ^^^y^^, 
with  tears  of  unavailing  ancruish,  that  those  who  join  cation  of 

thftt  troiity 

a  foreigner  to  effect  qhanges  in  the  constitution  of 
their  country,  hardly  ever  escape  sacrificing  its  inde- 
pendence. But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  unani- 
mity of  feeling  which  this  union  of  imperial  rapacity 
with  republican  treachery  awakened  among  the  Vene- 
tians, it  was  too  late ;  with  their  own  hands  they  had 
brought  the  serpent  into  their  bosom,  and  they  were 
doomed  to  perish  from  the  effects  of  their  own  re- 
volutionary passions.  With  speechless  sorrow  they 
beheld  the  French,  who  occupied  Venice,  lower  the 
standard  of  St  Mark,  demolish  the  Bucentaur,  pillage 
the  arsenal,  remove  every  vestige  of  independence, 
and  take  down  the  splendid  bronze  horses,  which,  for  six 
hundred  years,  had  stood  over  the  portico  of  the 
church  of  St  Mark,  to  commemorate  the  capture  of 
Constantinople  by  the  Venetian  crusaders.  When  the 
last  Doge  appeared  before  the  Austrian  commissioner  i8th  Jan. 
to  take  the  oath  of  homage  to  the  Emperor,  his  emo- 
tion was  such  that  he  fell  insensible  to  the  ground ; 
honouring  thus,  by  the  extremity  of  grief,  the  last  ^  nam,  v. 
act  of  national  independence.^  Yet  even  in  this  cata-  ' 
strophe,  the  fury  of  party  appeared  manifest,  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  celebrated  with  transports 
of  joy  the  vi  ctory  over  the  democratic  faction,  though 
it  was  obtained  at  the  expense  of  the  existence  of 
their  country. 

The  fall  of  the  oldest  commonwealth  in  Europe 
excited  a  general  feeling  of  commiseration  throughout 
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CHAP,   the  civilized  world.    Many  Yoices  were  raised,  even  in 
the  legislative  body  of  France,  against  this  flagrant 


1797.    Eolation  of  the  law  of  nations.     Independent  of  the 
Great  wn-  feelings  of  joalousy,  which  were  naturally  awaken- 
Stodbr    ^  ^y  ^^^  aggrandizement  of  two  belligerent  powers 
thii  event  at  the  expcnse  of  a  neutral  state,  it  was  impossible  to 
^"""^  contemplate  without  emotion  the  overthrow  of  that 
illustrious  Republic,   which  had    contributed  in  so 
powerful  a  manner  to  the  return  of  civilization  in 
Europe.     No  modem  state,  from  so  feeble  an  origin, 
had  arisen  to  such  eminence ;  nor  with  such  limited 
resources  made  so  glorious  a  stand  against  barbaric 
invasion.     Descended  perhaps  alone,  of  all  the  Euro- 
pean states,  in  a  direct  and  unmixed  line,  from  the 
Patricians  of  ancient  Rome,  they  had  rivalled  the 
firmness,  and  already  exceeded  the  duration,  of  that 
memorable  people.      But    for  their  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, the  standards  of  Mahomet  would  have  swept 
over  Europe,  and  Sultaun  Bajazet  realized  his  threat, 
of  stabling  his  steeds  in  the  shrine  of  St  Peter's. 
Their  Doges  had  conquered  Constantinople,  and  seated 
their  generals  on  the  throne  of  the  East ;  their  fleets 
had  wafted  the  Crusaders  to  Palestine,  and  arrested 
in  the  Holy  Land  the  arms  of  Saladin.     Without  en- 
quiring what  right  either  France  or  Austria  had  to 
partition   its  territories,  men  contemplated  only  its 
long  existence,  its  illustrious  deeds,  its  constancy  in 
misfortune ;    they    beheld    its    annihilation  with  a 
mingled  feeUng  of  terror  and  pity;  and  sympathized 
» Dara,  y.  with  the  Sufferings  of  a  people,  who,  after  fourteen 
'     *    hundred  years  of  independence,  were  doomed  to  pass 
irrevocably  under  a  stranger's  yoke.^ 

In  contemplating  this  memorable  event,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  say  whether  most  indignation  is  to  be  felt  at 


I 
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the  perfidy  of  France,  the  cupidity  of  Austria,  the  chap. 
weakness  of  the  Venetian  aristocracy,  or  the  insanity  ^^^^^' 
of  the  Venetian  people.  1797, 

For  the  conduct  of  Napoleon  no  possible  apology 
caa  be  found.*    He  first  excited  the  revolutionary  in^i^mous 
spirit  to  such  a  degree  in  all  the  Italian  possessions  Napoleon 
of  the  Republic,  at  the  very  time  that  they  were  fed  ^i^J[^. 
and  clothed  by  the  bounty  of  its  government,  that 
disturbances  became  unavoidable,  and  then  aided  the 

*  The  French  entered  the  Venetian  territory  with  the  declaration—* 
"  The  French  anny,  to  follow  the  wreck  of  Uie  Anstrian  army,  must 
pats  orer  the  Bepablic  of  Venice ;  but  it  will  never  forget,  that  ancient 
finendship  unites  the  two  Bepnblics.    Religion^  goremment,  customs, 
ind  property,  will  be  respected.    The  general-in-chief  engages  the 
goTemment  to  make  known  these  sentiments  to  the  people,  in  order '  ParL  neb. 
that  confidence  may  cement  that  friendship  which  has  so  long  united  ?^^' 
Uie  two  nations."^    On  the  10th  March  1797,  after  the  democratic  re- 
▼olt  had  broken  out  in  Brescia,  Napoleon  wrote  to  the  Venetian  goyer- 
nor  of  Verona—''  I  am  truly  griered  at  the  disturbances  which  have 
occurred  at  Verona^  but  trust  that,  through  the  wisdom  of  your  mea- 
sures, no  blood  will  be  shed.    The  Senate  of  Venice  need  be  under  no 
Bort  of  disquietude,  as  they  must  be  thoroughly  persuaded  of  the  loyalty 
and  good  faith  of  the  French  goyemmenty  and  the  desire  which  we  haye  '  Cor.  Conf. 
to  liye  in  good  Mendship  with  your  Bepublic."*    On  the  24th  March  ii*  ^75. 
17d7y  he  wrote  to  the  Directory,  after  giying  an  account  of  the  ciyil  war 
in  the  Venetian  states—"  M.  Pisaro,  chief  sage  of  the  Bepublic  of  Ve- 
nice, has  just  been  here,  regarding  the  eyents  in  Brescia  and  Bergamo, 
the  people  of  which  towns  haye  disarmed  the  Venetian  garrisons,  and 
orertnmed  their  authorities.    I  had  need  of  all  my  prudence ;  for  it  is 
not  when  we  require  the  whole  succours  of  Friuli,  and  of  the  good-wiU 
of  the  Venetian  goyemment,  to  supply  us  with  proyisions  in  the  Alpine 
defilesj  that  it  is  expedient  to  come  to  a  rupture.    I  told  Pisaro,  that 
the  Directory  would  never  forget  thai  the  RepubUe  of  Venice  was  the  ancient 
9lJbf  of  France,  and  that  our  desire  was  fixed  to  protect  it  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power.    I  only  besought  him  to  spare  the  efiiision  of  blood.    We 
parted  the  best  of  fiiends.    He  appeared  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  re-  a  ogp.  Conf. 
eeption.     The  great  pointnn  aU  this  affair  is  to  gain  time."^    On  the  5th  ii.  64*9. 
Apnl,  he  wrote  again  to  Pisaro :  **  The  French  Bepublic  does  not  pre- 
tend to  interfere  in  the  internal  dissensions  of  Venice ;  but  the  safety 
of  the  army  requires  that  I  should  not  oyerlook  any  enterprises  hostile  4  n^j^.  ^ 
to  its  interesto."*  30. 

Haying  thus,  to  the  yecy  last  moment,  kept  up  the  pretended  system 
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CHAP,   rebels,  and  made  the  efforts  of  the  govemment  to 

|_  crush  the  insurrection  the  pretext  for  declaring  war 

1797.    against  the  state.     He  then  excited  to  the  uttermost 

of  friendship  for  Venice,  Napoleon  no  sooner  fonnd  himself  reliered  bj 
the  armistice  of  Leoben,  on  the  8th  April,  from  the  weight  of  the  Aus- 
trian war,  than  he  threw  off  the  mask.  On  the  day  after  the  armisticd 
was  signed,  he  issued  a  proclamalion  to  the  people  of  the  continental 
9th  April  possessions  or  Venice,  in  which  he  said — "  The  govemment  of  Venice 
^  *®''  offers  you  no  security  either  for  persons  or  property ;  and  it  has,  hj  in- 

difference to  your  fate,  provoked  the  jnst  indignation  of  the  F^endi 

*  Cor.  Oonf.  government.     If  the  Venetians  rule  you  by  the  right  of  conquest,  I  will 
ill.  37.        free  you ;  if  by  usurpation,  I  wiU  restore  your  rights."^     And  havisg 

thus  roused  the  whole  population  of  the  cities  of  Venetian  terra  Jirma 
to  revolt,  he  next  proceeded  to  hand  over  all  these  towns  to  Austria, 

*  n>id.  iii.   ^7  ^^®  third  clause  of  the  preliminaries  of  Leoben,  which  assigned  to 
650.  the  Emperor  of  Austria  "  the  whole  Venetian  territory  Htuated  between  tie 

MineiOf  the  Po,  and  the  Auetrian  States."* 

Nor  did  the  duplicity  of  Napoleon  rest  here.  On  the  16th  ICsy,  he 
<  n>id.  iii.  concluded  the  traaty  with  the  Venetian  Republic,  already  mentioned, 
176.  the  first  article  oi  which  was — "  There  shall  be  henceforth  peace  and 

good  understanding  between  France  and  the  Venetian  Bepublic.''*  The 
object  of  Napoleon,  in  signing  this  treaty*  is  onfolded  in  his  Secret 
Despatch  to  the  Directory  three  days  afterwards — *'  Tou  wiU  receive^" 
says  he,  "  herewith  the  treaty  which  I  have  concluded  with  the  Be- 
public  of  Venice,  in  virtue  of  which  General  Baraguay  d'Hillier^  with 
16,000  men,  has  taken  possession  of  the  city.  I  have  had  several  ob- 
jects in  view  in  concluding  this  treaty.  1.  To  enter  into  the^town  with- 
out difficulty,  and  be  in  a  situation  to  extract  from  it  whatever  we  de- 
sire, under  pretence  of  executing  the  secret  articles.  2.  To  be  in  a 
situation,  if  the  treaty  with  the  Emperor  should  not  finally  be  ratified, 
to  apply  to  our  purposes  all  the  resources  of  the  city.  3.  To  avoid  eveiy 
species  of  odium  in  violatix^g  the  preliminaries  relative  to  the  Venetian 
territory,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  gain  pretexts  which  may  faeUitate  their 
execution.  4.  To  calm  all  that  may  be  said  in  Europe,  since  it  will  vp- 
pear  that  our  occupation  of  Venice  is  but  a  momentary  operation,  soli- 
cited by  the  Venetians  themselves.  The  Pope  is  eighty-three,  and 
4  r  nf  Dm  ^^°^^^7  ^^'  '^^^  moment  I  heard  of  that,  I  pushed  forward  all  the 
iiL  160.  '  Poles  in  the  army  to  Bologna,  from  whence  I  shall  advance  than  to 
19th  Biay  Ancona."*  His  intentions  towards  Venice  were  further  summed  up  in 
1707.  these  words,  in  his  despatch  to  the  Directory  of  25th  May — **  Venice 

^  -^  must  fall  to  those  to  whom  we  give  the  Italian  continent ;  but  mean- 

26th  May    while,  we  will  take  its  vessels,  strip  its  arsenals,  destroy  its  bank,  and 
1707.  keep  Corfu  and  Ancona."^ 

Still  keeping  up  the  feigned  appearance  of  protection  to  Venice^  Napo- 
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the  democratic  spirit  in  the  capital,  took  advantage  of   chap. 
it  to  paralyze  the  defences  and  overturn  the  govern- [^ 


ment  of  the  country ;  established  a  new  constitution    1797. 

leon  wrote  to  the  municipality  of  that  town,  on  the  26th  May — ''  The 
treaty  concluded  at  Milan  may,  in  the  mean  time,  be  signed  by  the 
mnnicipality,  and  the  secret  articles  by  three  members.  In  eyery  cir- 
eamstance,  I  shall  do  what  lies  in  my  power  to  give  you  proofs  of  my  de* 
tire  to  eontolidaU  your  liberties,  and  to  see  unhappy  Italy  at  length  assume 
the  place  to  which  it  is  entitled  in  the  theatre  of  the  worlds  free  and  ^  Conf. 
independent  of  all  strangers."^  Soon  after,  he  wrote  to  General  Bara-  ^^^^  iii* 
gnay  d'Hilliers,  13th  June—''  Ton  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  pre- 
sent yourself  to  the  provisional  government  of  Venice,  and  represent  to 
them,  that,  in  conformity  to  the  principles  which  now  unite  the  Republic 
of  France  to  that  of  Venice,  and  the  immediate  protection  which  the  Rc' 
puhUe  of  France  gives  to  that  of  Venice,  it  is  indispensable  that  the  mari- 
time forces  of  the  Republic  be  put  on  a  respectable  footing.  Under  tAtf 
pretext  you  wiU  tcAe  possession  of  every  thing  ;  taking  care^  at  the  same 
time,  to  live  in  good  intelligence  with  the  Venetians,  and  to  engage  in 
oor  service  all  the  sailors  of  the  Bepublic,  making  use  constantly  of  the 
Venetian  name.  In  short,  you  must  manage  so  as  to  transport  all  the 
naval  stores  and  vessels  in  the  harbour  of  Venice  to  Toulon.  By  a 
secret  article  of  the  treaty,  the  Venetians  are,  bound  to  furnish  to  the 
French  Bepublic  three  mUlions  uforth  of  stores  for  the  marine  of  Toulon ; «  ibid.  ill. 
hat  my  intention  is,  to  take  possession,  for  the  French  Republic,  of  all  ^^' 
the  Venetian  vessels,  and  all  the  naval  stores,  for  the  use  of  Toulon*"* 

These  orders  were  too  faithfully  executed ;  and  when  every  article  of  • 
naval  and  military  stores  had  been  swept'away  from  Venice,  Napoleon, 
without  hesitation,  assigned  away  his  revolutionary  allied  republic, 
which  he  had  engaged  to  defend,  to  the  aristocratic  power  of  Austria. 
The  history  of  the  world  contains  no  blacker  page  of  perfidy  and  dissi- 
mulation. 

It  is  in  vain  to  allege,  that  the  spoliation  of  Venice  was  occasioned, 
and  justified,  by  their  attack  on  the  rear  of  the  French  army  at  Verona. 
The  whole  continental  possessions  of  the  Republic  were  assigned  to 
Austria  by  Napoleon  at  Leoben,  four  days  before  that  event  took  place, 
and  when  nothing  had  occurred  in  the  Venetian  states,  but  the  contests 
between  the  aristocratic  and  democratic  factions,  which  had  been  stined 
up  by  the  secret  emissaries  of  Napoleon  himself. 

His  conduct  throughout  this  transaction  appears  to  have  been  go- 
Teroed  by  one  principle,  and  that  was,  to  secure  such  pretexts  for  a 
rapture  with  Venice,  as  might  afford  a  decent  ground  for  making  its 
territories  the  holocaust  which  would,  at  any  time,  bribe  Austria  into  a 
peace,  and  extricate  the  French  army  from  any  peril  into  which  it  might 
have  fallen.    Twice  did  the  glittering  prize  answer  this  purpose ;  once, 
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CHAP,   on  a  highly  popular  basis,  and  signed  a  treaty  on  the 
16th  May  at  Milan,  by  which,  on  payment  of  a  heavy 


agreed 

whon  it  brought  abont  the  armistioe  of  Leoben,  and  ssyed  KapdMa 
from  the  ruin  which  otherwise  must  have  befallen  him,  and  again  at 
Campo  Formio,  by  reliering  him  from  a  war,  to  which  he  himself  oan- 
fesaes  liis  forces  were  nnequal. 

When  M.  Yilletort,  the  secretary  of  the  French  legation  at  Venice^ 
remonstrated  with  Napoleon  upon  the  abandonment  of  that  BepuUic, 
he  replied,  in  words  containing,  it  is  to  be  fesred,  too  faithful  a  pictan 
of  the  degradation  of  modem  Italy-^*'  The  French  Republic  is  hoimi 
by  no  treaty  to  sacrifice  our  interests  and  advantages  to  those  of  Yenioe. 
Never  has  France  adopted  the  maxim  of  making  war  for  the  sake  of 
other  nations.    I  should  like  to  see  the  principle  of  philosophy  or  mora- 
lity which  should  command  us  to  sacrifice  forty  thousand  French,  ooii- 
trary  alike  to  the  declared  wishes  of  France  and  its  obvious  intereste. 
^  Letter, .    I  know  well,  that  it  costs  nothing  to  a  handful  of  dedaimerB,  whom  I 
S6th  Oct.    cannot  better  characterise  than  by  calling  them  madmen,  to  rave  about 
Conf  Cor.   ^®  establishment  of  republics  every  where.    /  wish  these  geniUemen  woM 
▼.  405.     '  KMJce  a  wianUr  campaign.    Besides,  the  Venetian  nation  no  longer  ezists.' 
Divided  into  as  many  separate  interests  as  it  contains  cities,  effsminated 
and  corrupted,  not  less  cowardly  than  hypocritical,  the  people  of  Italy, 
but  especially  the  Venetians,  are  totally  unfit  for  freedom.^ 

The  same  idea  is  expressed  in  a  letter  about  the  same  period  to  Tal- 
leyrand^'*  Tou  little  know  the  people  of  Italy :  they  are  not  worth  the 
sacrifice  of  forty  thousand  Frenchmen.  I  see  by  your  letters  that  yon 
are  constantly  labouring  under  a  delusion.  Tou  suppose  that  liberfy  can 
do  great  things  to  a  base,  cowardly,  and  superstitious  people.  Tou  wish 
me  to  perform  miracles ;  I  have  not  the  art  of  doing  so.  Since  coming 
into  Italy  I  have  derived  little  if  any  support  from  the  love  of  the  Italian 
people  for  liberty  and  equality.  I  have  not  in  my  army  a  single  Italian, 
excepting  fifteen  hundred  rascals,  swept  from  the  streets  of  its  towns, 
who  are  good  for  nothing  but  pillage.  Every  thing,  excepting  what 
you  must  say  in  proclamations  and  public  speeches,  is  here  mere  ro- 
mance."— LtUer  to  Talleyrand,  Passeriano,7thOct  1797;  CorreMp.Cwfd* 
iv.  206. 

It  only  remains  to  add  to  this  painful  narrative  of  Italian  duplicity, 
that  having  no  further  occasion  for  the  serrices  of  Landrieux,  whom  he 
had  employed  to  stir  up  the  revolt  in  the  Italian  cities,  and  having  dis- 
covered evidence  that  he  had  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Venetian 
government,  Napoleon  himself  denounced  him  to  the  Directory.  Au- 
thentic evidence  had  been  discovered  of  the  double  part  which  he  acted 
in  that  disgraceful  transaction,  by  the  French  commissioners,  who  exa- 
mined the  Venetian  Archives ;  and  Napoleon,  in  consequence^  on  the 
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Venice  under  its  new  and  revolutionary  govemment    chap. 
Having  thus  committed  all  his  supporters  in  the  state 


irrevocably  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  got  possession    1797^ 

of  the  capital^  as  that  of  an  allied  and  friendly  power, 

he  plundered  it  of  every  thing  valuable  it  possessed ; 

and  then  united  with  Austria  in  partitioning  the  Re- 

pubUc,  took  possession  of  one-half  of  its  territories  for 

France  and  the  Cisalpine  Republic ;  and  handed  over 

the  other  half,  with  the  capital,  and  its  burning  de-^^^-Hiat. 

mocrats,    to    the    most  aristocratic  govemment  inisss.' 

Europe*^ 

These  transactions  throw  as  important  a  light  upon 
the  moral  as  the  intellectual  character  of  Napoleon,  ught  thus 
To  find  a  parallel  to  the  dissimulation  and  rapacity  ^^^S^. 
by  which  his  conduct  to  Venice  was  characterized,  we  **'  ®^  ^"^ 
most  search  the  annals  of  Italian  treachery;  the 
history  of  the  nations  to  the  north  of  the  Alps, 
abounding  as  it  does  in  deeds  of  atrocity,  is  stained  by 
no  similar  act  of  combined  duplicity  and  violence. 
This  opens  a  new  and  hitherto  unobserved  feature  in 
his  character,  which  is  in  the  highest  degree  important. 
The  French  Republican  writers  uniformly  represent 
his  Italian  campaigns  as  the  most  pure  and  glo- 
rious period  of  his  history,  and  portray  his  character, 
at  first  almost  perfect,  as  gradually  deteriorated  by  the 
ambition  and  passions  consequent  on  the  attainment 
of  supreme  power.  This  was  in  some  respects  true ; 
but  in  others  the  reverse :  his  character  never  again 
appears  more  perfidious  than  during  his  earlier  years, 

ISth  November,  wrote  to  the  Directory — "  Landrieux  excited  the  revoU 

w  Bretda  and  Bergamo ,  and  wot  paid  far  it ;  bat,  at  the  same  time,  he  '  Letter, 

priyately  informed  the  Venetian  government  of  what  was  going  on,  ^^^^  ^ov. 

and  was  paid  by  them  too.    Perhaps  yon  will  think  it  right  to  make  JJ^'  ^ 

an  example  of  soch  a  rascal ;  and,  at  all  events,  not  to  employ  him  |y^  289. 

again."* 
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CHAP,   in  fact  it  had  then  attained  the  ne  phis  vUra  of  deceit 
'  and  dissimulation ;  and,  contrary  to  the  usual  case,  it 


1797.    '^^  ^^  some  particulars  improved  by  the  possession  of 
regal  power,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life  was 
progressively  throwing  off  many  of  the  unworthy  quali- 
ties by  which  it  was  at  first  stained.      Extraordinary 
as  this  may  appear,  abundant  evidence  of  it  will  be 
found  in  the  sequel  of  this  work.     It  was  the  same 
with  Augustus,  whose  early  life,  disgraced  by  the 
proscriptions  and  horrors  of  the  triumvirate,  was  al- 
most overlooked  in  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of  his 
imperial  rule.     Nor  is  it  difficult  to  perceive  in  what 
principle  of  our  nature  the  foundation  is  laid  for  so 
singular  an  inversion  of  the  causes  which  usually  de- 
base the  human  mind.     It  id  the  terrible  effect  of 
Revolution,  as  Madame  de  Stael  has  well  observed,  to 
obliterate  altogether  the  ideas  of  right  and  wrong, 
and  instead  of  the  eternal  distinctions  of  morality  and 
'  R^v.       religion,  to  apply  no  other  test  in  general  estimation 
Fnmg.  u.  ^  public  actious  but  succcss.^     It  was  out  of  this  cor- 
rupted atmosphere  that  the  mind  of  Napoleon,  like 
that  of  Augustus,   at  first  arose,  and  it  was  then 
tainted  by  the  revolutionary  profligacy  of  the  times ; 
but  with  the  possession  of  supreme  power  he  was 
called  to  nobler  employments,  often  relieved  from  the 
necessity  of  committing  iniquity  for  the  sake  of  ad- 
vancement, and  brought  into  contact  with  men  pro- 
fessing and  acting  on  more  elevated  principles ;  and 
in  the  discharge  of  such  duties,  he  cast  off  in  some  in- 
stances at  least  many  of  the  stains  of  his  early  career. 
This  observation  is  no  impeachment  of  the  character 
of  Napoleon ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  its  best  vindica- 
tion.     His  virtues  and  talents  were  his  own;  his 
vices,  in  part  at  least,  the  fatal  bequest  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 
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The  condact  of  Austria,  if  less  perfidious,  was  not   chap. 

•      •  .         •  -  XXIII 

less  a  violation  of  every  principle  of  public  right. '^ 

Venice,  though  long  wavering  and  irresolute,  was  at    1797. 
length  committed  in  open  hostilities  with  the  French  ^^^  ^ 
Republic.     She  had  secretly  nourished  the  Imperial  Aiutria. 
as  well  as  the  Republican  forces ;  she  had  given  no 
cause  of  offence  to  the  Allied  powers ;  she  had  been 
dragged,  late  indeed  and  unwillingly,  but  irrevocably, 
into  a  contest  with  the  Republican  forces ;  and  if  she 
had  committed  any  fault,  it  was  in  favour  of  the  cause 
in  which  Austria  was  engaged.    Generosity  in  such 
eircumstances  would  have  prompted  a  noble  power  to 
throw  the  weight  of  its  influence  in  favour  of  its  uil- 
fortanate  neighbour.     Justice  forbade  that  it  should 
do  any  thing  to  aggravate  its  fate ;  but  to  share  in  its '  Procim- 
spoUation,  to  seize  upon  its  capital,  and  extinguish  its  S^**^ate 
existence,  is  an  act  of  rapacity  for  which  no  apology  J^  venioe, 
can  be  offered,  and  which  must  for  ever  form  a  foul  1798. 
stain  on  the  Austrian  annals. 

Nor  can  the  aristocracy  of  Venice  be  absolved  from 
their  fiill  share  of  the  blame  consequent  on  the  destmc-  weaknea 
tion  of  their  country.  It  was  clearly  pointed  out  to  Venetian 
them,  and  they  might  have  known,  that  the  contest  '^^*®- 
in  which  Europe  was  engaged  with  France,  was  one 
of  such  a  kind  as  to  admit  of  no  neutrality  or  com- 
promise; that  those  who  were  not  with  the  demo- 
cratic party  were  against  them ;  that  their  exclusite 
and  ancient  aristocracy  was,  in  an  especial  manner, 
the  object  of  Republican  jealousy ;  and  that,  if  they 
were  fortunate  enough  to  escape  destruction  at  the 
hands  of  the  French  armies,  they  certainly  could  not 
hope  to  avoid  it  from  their  own  revolutionary  subjects. 
Often,  during  the  course  of  the  struggle,  they  held  the 
balance  of  power  in  their  hands,  and  might  have  in- 
terposed with  decisive  effect  in  behalf  of  the  cause 

VOL.  III.  B  b 
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OHAP.  which  wafi  ultimately  to  be  their  own.     Had  they  put 
^^^^^'  their  armies  on  a  war  footing,  and  joined  the  Austrians 


1797.  ^^^^  ^b®  scales  of  war  hung  eyen  at  CastigHone,  Ar- 
eola, or  Bivoli,  they  might  have  rolled  back  the  tide 
of  revolutionary  conquest,  and  secured  to  themselyes 
and  their  country  an  honoured  and  independent  exist- 
ence. They  did  not  do  so ;  they  pursued  that  timid 
policy  which  is  ever  the  most  pcailous  in  presence  of 
danger ;  they  shrunk  from  a  contest  which  honour 
and  duty  alike  required,  and  were,  in  consequence, 
assailed  by  the  revolutionary  tempest  when  they  had 
no  longer  the  poww  to  resist  it,  and  doomed  to  de- 
struction amidst  the  maledictions  of  their  countrymen, 
and  the  contempt  of  their  enemies. 

Last  in  the  catalogue  of  political  delinquency,  the 
J^^    popular  party  are  answerable  for  the  indulgence  of 
damoeratie  that  insano  and  unpatriotic  spirit  of  faction  which 
^*^'       never  fails,  in  the  end,  to  bring  nun  upon  those  who 
indulge  it.     Following  the  phantom  of  democratic  am- 
bition ;  forgetting  all  the  ties  of  kindred  and  country 
in  the  pursuit  of  popular  exaltation,  they  leagued  with 
the  stranger  against  thdr  native  land,  and  paralyzed 
the  state  in  the  moment  of  its  utmost  peril,  by  the 
fatal  passions  which  they  introduced  into  its  bosom. 
With  their  own  hands  they  tore  down  the  venerable 
ensign  of  St  Mark ;  with  thmr  own  oars  they  ferried 
the  invaders  across  the  LagunsB,  which  no  en^ny  had 
passed  for  fourteen  hundred  years  f^  with  their  own 

*  The  last'OCcasioA  on  wkich  tlM  place  of  St  Mark  had  seen  the  Trans* 
alpine  soldiers,  was  when  the  French  crusaders  knelt  to  the  YeDetian 
people  to  implore  succour  from  that  opulent  republic,  in  the  last  crusade 
against  the  infidels  in  the  Hely  Land.  The  unanimous  shout  of  appro- 
bation in  the  assembled  multitude—"  It  is  the  wiU  of  Ood  I  It  is  the 
wiU  of  God  I"  led  to  that  cordial  union  of  these  two  powers  which  0Te^ 
tamed  the  throne  of  Constantinople. — "  Haximus,"  sajs  Bacon,  ''inno- 
rator  tempns/'-*See  Gibbom,  chap.  Ix. 
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annfl  thej  subjugated  the  Senate  of  their  country,  and   chap. 
compelled,  in  the  last  extremity,  a  perilous  and  dis-   ^^^^^' 
graceful  submission  to  the  enemy.     They  received,  in    1797. 
consequence,  the  natural  and  appropriate  reward  of 
sach  conduct,  the  contempt  of  their  enemies,  the  ha- 
tred of  their  friends ;  the  robbery  of  their  trophies,  the 
partition  of  their  territory,  the  extinction  of  their 
liberties,  and  the  annihilation  of  their  country. 

What  a  contrast  to  this  timid  and  vacillating  con- 
duct in  tlie  rulers,  and  these  flagitious  passions  in  the  striking 
people  of  Venice,  does  the  firmness  of  the  British  ^bited 
government,  and  the  spirit  of  the  British  people,  •^^^^ 
afford  at  this  juncture!  They,  too,  were  counselled  the  nobuitj 
to  temporize  in  danger,  or  yield  to  the  tempter ;  they,  ©f  England, 
too,  were  shaken  in  credit  and  paralyzed  by  revolt ; 
tbey,  too,  were  assailed  by  democratic  ambition,  and 
urged  to  conciliate  and  yield  as  the  only  means  of 
salvation.  The  Venetian  aristocracy  did  what  the 
British  aristocracy  were  urged  to  do.  They  cautiously 
abstained  from  hostilities  with  the  revolutionary 
power ;  they  did  nothing  to  coerce  the  spirit  of  dis- 
affection in  their  own  dominions ;  they  yielded  at 
length  to  the  demands  of  the  populace,  and  admitted, 
in  the  moment  of  danger,  a  sudden  and  portentous 
change  in  the  internal  structure  of  the  constitution. 
Had  the  British  government  done  the  same,  they 
might  have  expected  similar  results  to  those  which 
there  took  place ;  to  see  the  revolutionary  spirit  ac-» 
quire  irresistible  force,  the  means  of  national  resist- 
ance become  prostrated  by  the  divisions  of  those  who 
should  wield  them,  and  the  state  become  an  easy  prey 
to  the  ambition  of  those  neighbouring  powers  who 
had  fomented  its  passion  to  profit  by  its  weakness. 
From  the  glorious  result  of  the  firmness  of  the  one, 
and  the  miserable  consequences  of  the  pusillanimity  of 
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CHAP,  the  Other,  a  memorable  lesson  may  be  learned  both  by 
rulers  and  nations.     Thence  they  may  see  that  coarage 


1797.  in  danger  is  often  the  most  prudent  as  well  as  the 
most  honourable  course ;  that  periods  of  foreign  peril 
are  never  those  in  which  considerable  internal  changes 
can  with  safety  be  adopted ;  and  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  defects  of  government,  they  are  the  worst  ene- 
mies of  their  country  who  league  with  foreign  nationfi 
for  their  redress. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

INTERNAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  FRANCE,  FROM  THE 
ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  DIRECTORY  TO  THE  RE- 
VOLUTION  OF  18th  FRUCTIDOR. 

ARGUMENT. 

Eetrospect  of  the  preTiooi  cbangtea  of  the  RoTolutioa — ICAzimum  of  Freodom,  witli  CHAP 
Miniotnm  of  Democracy,  the  great  ol^ect  of  CItU  GoTemment — ProTiiion  of  Nature  XXIV. 
agBinst  tbe  BtU  of  Democratic  anarchy — State  of  the  Public  Mind  and  Manners  in  _ 
Franee  in  the  beginning  of  1796 — Firtt  Proceedings  of  the  New  LegisUture— Choice  1  ^  ^5 
of  the  Directory— Barras*  Revrbell,  Larereiliiere  Lepanx— Letoumeur — First  Measure 
of  the  Directory — ^Extreme  Difficulties  of  their  Situation — Liberation  of  the  Duchess 
d*A]ifoul6me*  who  is  exchanged  for  the  Deputies  delirered  up  by  Dnmourier— Success- 
M  EflSorts  of  the  Directory  to  restore  order  in  France — But  Irreligion  continues 
triumphant — Theophilanthroplsts — Singular  character,  toiets,  and  worsliip  of  this 
Beet— Napoleon's  Tiews  on  tliis  subject — Renewed  efforts  of  the  Jacobins — Prin> 
dpl«sof  the  new  Conspirators — Baboeuf,  his  extreme  Revolutionary  Principles— Mr 
Biirke*s  early  appreciation  of  the  Jacobins — Progress  of  the.  Insurrection — But 
they  fidi  now  in  rousing  the  People — Renewed  Efforts  of  the  Revolutionists — Plans 
of  the  Conspirators — The  Conspiracy  is  discovered,  and  Baboeuf  arrested — His  Par> 
tieans  break  out  at  Crenelle— But  are  Defeated  and  Executed— Trial  of  the  Leaders 
previously  arrested — Abortive  attempt  of  the  Royalists — Singular  Manners  at  this 
period  in  France — But  the  Result  of  the  Elections  is  preparing  a  Catastrophe— The 
RoTslists  prevail  in  the  New  Elections — Barthelemy  is  chosen  a  Director  in  lieu  of 
Letonmeur,  and  joins  Camot^Club  of  Clichy,  the  great  centre  of  the  Royalists — 
Clab  of  Salm,  of  the  Republicans — General  Reaction  in  favour  of  Royalist  Principles 
—Measures  of  the  Directory  to  avert  the  danger — Camille-Jourdan*s  Efforts  in  fkvour 
of  Religion— General  return  of  the  Emigrants  and  Clergy — Great  alarm  of  the  Dii-ec- 
tory— The  Republican  majority  of  the  Directory  resolve  on  Decisive  Measures — They 
chaDge  all  the  Ifinisters,  and  collect  Troops  round  Paris — Measures  of  Napoleon — 
He  resolves  to  support  the  Democratic  Party,  and  for  that  purpose  sends  Lavallette  to 
Paris  in  Spring  1797 — And  Augerean  in  July — His  Proclamation  to  his  Soldiers  on 
l4Ui  July — The  Army  strongly  support  the  Directory — Extravagant  Addresses  to  them 
from  the  Soldiers — Strength  of  the  opposite  party  consisted  only  in  their  Talents  and 
Eloquence— Their  defensive  measures,  but  they  decline  to  commence  Hostilities^ 
Slender  MHitary  Force  at  their  command — Re-organlxation  of  the  National  Guard 
^*creed  by  the  Councils — Violent  Measures  of  the  Directory — They  surround  the 
Tnlllsries  with  Troops— And  the  Guard  there  join  Augereau— Revolution  of  18th 
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CHAP.     Fnactidor-PMilTe  rabmiiaioii  of  the  Peopl*— AddrcM  of  the  Direetory  to  the  Oona^b 

XXIV.     — TjnuiniGal  Meaaone  of  the  minority  of  the  Couxidle— Extioctioii  of  the  Liberty  ef 

__^—  the  Pwie— Tranaportatlon  of  the  moat  iUostrioue  Citizens  of  France— Ornel  Ikte  of 


1 796  ^^  Exiles—  Bscape  of  Pichegm  from  Goiana— Vigorous  and  despotic  meaanree  el  the 
Direetory— This  Revolution  had  been  prerionsly  concerted  with  Napoleoor— Bat  hs  Is 
disgusted  with  the  severe  use  they  make  of  their  Victory — This  is  the  true  eoameaee- 
ment  of  Military  Despotism  in  France— Reflections  on  these  EvenU. 

The  different  eras  of  tbe  Revolution,  which  have 
of  thTpre-  hitherto  been  traced,  shew  the  progress  of  the  prin- 
gw^fthe  ciples  of  democracy  through  their  natural  stages  of 
ReToia-  public  transports,  moneyed  insecurity,  financial  em- 
barrassment, arbitrary  confiscation,  general  distress, 
plebeian  insurrection,  sanguinary  oppression,  civil  war- 
fare, and  military  despotism.  It  remains  to  examine 
its  progress  during  the  receding  tide ;  to  trace  the  de- 
clining and  enfeebled  efforts  of  Republican  fury  during 
the  period  when  its  desolating  effects  had  become  gene- 
rally known,  and  the  public  strength  refused  to  lend 
its  aid  to  the  ambition  and  the  illusion  of  individaals. 
During  this  period  it  is  evident  that  the  chief  desire 
of  the  human  mind  is  for  repose ;  the  contentions,  the 
miseries  of  former  years  rise  up  in  fearful  remem- 
brance to  all  classes  of  citizens ;  the  chimera  of  equa- 
lity can  no  longer  seduce — ^the  illusion  of  power  no 
longer  mislead ;  and  men,  bitterly  suffering  under  the 
consequences  of  former  error,  eagerly  range  them- 
selves under  any  government  which  promises  to  save 
them  from  *^  the  worst  of  tyrannies,  the  tyranny  of  a 
*  Aristotie.  multitude  of  tyrants.'" 

To  effect  the  maximum  of  freedom,  with  the  mioi- 
Miudmiim  mum  of  domocracy,  is  the  great  problem  of  civil  go- 
^S^^w-  vemment ;  just  as  the  chief  object  of  war  is  to  attain 
mnm  of  de-  ^}^q  greatest  possible  national  security,  at  the  smallest 
the  great  expenditure  of  human  life.  The  democratic  passion 
^wn^  is  frequently  necessary  to  sustain  the  conflicts  of  free- 
ment.        dom,  just  as  the  military  spirit  is  often  necessary  to 
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purchase  national  independenoe,  and  always  essential   chap. 
to  its  secarity ;  but  it  is  not  a  less  evil  in  itself,  if  not^ [_. 


kept  under  due  'restraint,  than  the  savage  passion  for  1795^ 
the  destruction  of  the  species.  When  too  vehemently 
excited,  it  often  becomes  an  evil  incomparably  greater 
than  the  political  grievances  which  awakened  its  fury. 
Great  national  objects  sometimes  cannot  be  achieved 
without  tbe  excitation  of  this  passion,  because  it  is  de- 
sire, and  not  reason,  which  ever  governs  the  masses 
of  mankind ;  but  when  it  becomes  the  ruling  power, 
the  last  extremities  of  suffering  are  at  hand.  Like 
all  other  passions,  however,  whether  in  the  individual 
or  society,  it  cannot  be  indulged  to  excess,  without  in- 
ducing evils  which  speedily  terminate  its  ascendency, 
and  punish  the  delinquencies  to  which  it  has  ^ven 
rise.  The  democratic  passion  is  to  nations  what  the 
desire  of  licentious  freedom  is  to  the  individual:  it 
bears  the  same  relation  to  the  principle  of  genuine 
liberty,  as  the  chastened  attachment  of  marriage,  which 
''  peoples  heaven,^^  does  to  the  wild  excesses  of  lust, 
which  finds  inmates  for  hell.  The  fleeting  enjoyments 
of  guilt  are  speedily  lost  in  its  lasting  pains ;  the  ex- 
travagance of  democratic  ambition,  if  it  obtains  un- 
resisted sway,  invariably  terminates,  before  the  expiry 
of  a  few  years,  in  universal  suffering. 

Nature  never  intended  that  the  great  body  of  man- 
kind should  be  immediately  concerned  in  government,  prorision 
because  their  intellects  and  information  are  unequal  ^^J^, 
to,  and  their  situation  inconsistent  with,  the  task.^^o^^^ 
Useful  and  necessary  as  a  check  upon  the  government  anuchj. 
of  others,  they  bring  about  the  greatest  calamities 
when  they  become  the  governors  themselves; — ^re- 
spectable, virtuous,  and  useful  when  employed  in  their 
proper  sphere,  they  become  dangerous,  empassioned, 
and  irrational,  when  called  to  the  exercise  of  duties 
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CHAP,  which  do  not  belong  to  them.  The  restraint  of  hold- 
ing  property,  and  consequently  suffering  themselves 
1796.  from  any  shocks  it  may  receiye,  is  the  only  securitj 
against  the  undue  abuse  of  power.  As  the  great  body 
of  the  people  cannot  possess  this  advantage,  and  conse- 
quently political  power  cannot  be  exercised  by  them 
without  injury,  first,  to  others,  and  at  last  to  them- 
selves,  Nature  has  wisely  provided  for  the  speedy  and 
effectual  extinction  of  the  passion  for  it,  in  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  effects  which  it  produces.  The 
insecurity,  privations,  and  suffering  which  it  induces, 
unavoidably  lead  to  military  despotism.  Some  de- 
niocratic  states,  as  Milan,  Florence,  and  Sienna,  to 
terminate  their  dissensions,  have  voluntarily  submitted 
to  the  yoke  of  a  military  leader ;  others  have  fallen 
under  his  dominion  at  the  close  of  a  sanguinary  period 
of  domestic  strife ;  all  have,  in  one  way  or  other,  ex- 
pelled the  deadly  venom  from  the  system ;  and  to  shmi 
the  horrors  of  anaixhy,  shielded  themselves  under  the 
lasting  government  of  the  sword. 

The  illusions  of  republicanism  were  now  dispelled 
tiw**  bUc  ^^  France ;  men  had  passed  through  so  many  vicissi- 
mind  and  tudcs,  and  Uvcd  SO  loug  iu  a  few  years,  that  all  their 
F^Tin  pristine  ideas  were  overturned.  The  rule  of  the 
the  b^-  middle  class,  and  of  the  multitude,  had  successively 

ning  of  '  ^  '  • 

1796.  passed  like  a  rapid  and  bloody  phantasmagoria.  The 
age  was  far  removed  from  France  of  the  14th  July 
1789,  with  its  enthusiastic  feelings,  its  high  resolves, 
its  ardent  aspirations,  its  popular  magistrates,  and  its 
buoyant  population ;  it  was  still  further  removed  from 
France  of  the  10th  August,  when  a  single  class,  and 
that  the  most  licentious,  had  usurped  the  whole  autho* 
rity  of  the  state,  and  borne  to  the  seat  of  government 
its  vulgar  manners  and  sanguinary  ideas — its  distrust 
of  all  above,  and  its  severity  to  all  beneath  itself. 
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Society  emerged,  weakened  and  disjointed,  from  the   chap. 
chaos  of  revolution ;  and  in  despair  of  effecting  any [_ 


real  amelioration  in  the  social  system,  all  classes  rush-  1795. 
ed  with  unhounded  vehemence  into  the  enjoyments  of 
private  life.  The  elegances  of  opulence,  long  sus- 
pended, were  resumed  with  unprecedented  alacrity; 
balls,  festivities,  and  theatres,  frequented  with  more 
avidity  than  in  the  most  corrupted  era  of  the  monarchy; 
it  seemed  as  if  the  nation,  long  famished,  was  quench- 
ing its  thirst  in  the  enjoyments  of  existence.  Public 
affiedrs  wore  an  air  of  tranquillity  which  singularly  con- 
trasted with  the  disasters  of  former  years :  the  emi- 
grants returned  in  crowds,  with  a  confidence  which 
afterwards  proved  fatal  to  them*.  All  women  were  in 
transports  at  the  auspicious  change.  Horror  at  the 
Jacobins  restored  the  sway  of  the  rich ;  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  clubs,  the  influence  of  the  saloons ;  female 
charms  resumed  their  ascendency  with  the  return  of 
pacific  ideas,  and  the  passion  for  enjoyment,  freed 
from  the  dread  of  death  and  the  restraints  of  religion, 
was  indulged  without  control.  Manners  never  were 
more  comipted  than  under  the  rule  of  the  Directory 
—luxury  never  more  prodigal— passion  never  more 
unrestrained.  Society  resumed  its  wonted  order,  not 
by  repentance  for  crime,  but  a  change  of  its  direction. 
This  is  the  natural  termination  of  popular  efferves- 
eence :  the  transition  is  easy  from  the  extravagance  of 
democracy  to  the  corruptions  of  sensuality,  from  the 
fanaticism  of  the  Puritans  to  the  gallantries  of  Charles 
IL,  because  these  opposite  extremes  alike  proceed  from 
the  indulgence  of  individual  passion ;  it  is  extremely 
difficult  from  either  to  the  love  of  genuine  freedom, 'Mignet^u. 
because  that  implies  a  sacrifice  of  both  to  patriotic  y|||;  ^7^75; 
feeling.  The  age  of  Nero  soon  succeeded  the  strife  YJ^^'  |L 
of  Gracchus  /  but  ages  revolved,  and  a  different  race  i64.  '     ' 
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CRAP,  of  mankiDd  wag  established  before  tliat  of  Fabndiu 


XXIV. 


was  restored. 


1795.       ^^B  depuUea  vere  regarded  wiih  the  atmoat  wli- 
dtude  by  all  parties  upon  the  completion  oi  the  eleo- 
Rntpio-  tiona.    The  third  part,  vho  were  newly  chosm,  ao- 
^^^J^^  cording  to  the  proviBion  of  the  constitution,  repre* 
*^^      seated  with  tolerable  fidelity  Uie  opinions  and  wishei 
tiieiHme-  of  the  people  who  had  now  become  inflnential  in 
*^'         France.     They  consisted  not  of  those  eztraordinuy 
and  intrepid  men  who  shine  in  the  outset  of  the  revo- 
lutionary tempest ;  but  of  those  more  modo^te  char 
racters  who,  in  politics  equally  as  the  fine  arts,  suo- 
ceed  to  the  Tobemence  of  early  pasnon;  who  tak« 
warning  by  past  error,  and  are  disposed  only  to  torn 
the  existing  state  of  things  to  the  best  aooouni  fw 
their  individual  advantage.    But  their  influence  was 
inconsiderable,  compared  with  that  of  the  two-thirds 
who  remained  from  the  old  Assembly,  and  who,  both 
from  their  habits  of  business  and  acquired  celelni^, 
continued  to  have  -the  principal  direction  of  pubhc 
affairs.    The  whole  deputies  having  assembled,  ac- 
coriHng  to  the  directions  of  the  constitution,  chose  by 
ballot  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  number,  all  above 
forty,  and  married,  to  form  the  Council  of  the  An- 
cienta     They  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  important 
task  of  choosing  the  Directors ;  and  after  some  hesi- 
tation, the  choice  fell  on  Barras,  Rewbell,  Larereil- 
lere  Lepauz,  Letoumeur,  and  Siloes ;  but  upon  the 
>  Th.  Tiij.  last  declining  the  preferred  honour,  Caraot  was  chosen 
^{J^^      in  his  stead.     These  five  individuals  immediately  pro- 
400.         Deeded  to  the  exercise  of  their  new  sovereignty.* 

Though  placed  at  the  head  of  so  great  a  state,  the 
Extreme  ffltuation  of  the  directors  was  at  first  surroonded  with 
Cg^"^  difficulties.  When  they  took  possesadon  of  their  apart- 
r«rmii<!nt.  ments  in  the  Luxembourg,  th^  found  scarce  any  far- 
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niture  in  the  rooms ;  a  single  table,  an  inkstand  and   chap; 
paper,  and  four  straw  chairs,  constituted  the  whole   ^^^^' 


establishment  of  those  who  were  about  to  enter  on    1705. 
the  management  of  the  greatest  Republic  in  existence. 
The  incredible  embarrassment  of  the  finances^  the  cri- 
tical state  of  the  armies,  the  increasing  discontents  of  ^  sauieui, 

•  ii  275  281 

the  people,  did  not  deter  them  from  undertaking  the  Bamin  de 
discharge  of  their  perilous  duties.     They  resolved  ^^j;^^ 
nnaiiimously  that  they  would  make  head  against  all  ^  R^* 
the  difficulties  in  which  the  state  was  iuYolved,  orSl^"!'!. 
perish  in  the  attempt.^  *^' 

Barras  was  the  one  of  the  Directory  who  was  most 
qualified  by  his  character  and  preyious  services  tosoms. 
take  the  lead  in  the  government     Naturally  indolent,  ^' *^^^ 
haughty,  and  voluptuous;  accessible  to  corruption, ^^^ ^ 
profligate,  and  extravagant;    ill    qualified    for  theLepanz/ 
fatigues  and  the  exertion  of  ordinary  business,  he  was^^^^, 
yet  possessed  of  the  firmness,  decision,  and  audacity 
which  fitted  him  to  be  a  leader  of  importance  in  peril- 
ous  emergencies.     His  lofty   stature,  conmianding 
air,  and  insinuating  manners,  were  calculated  to  im- 
pose upon  the  vulgar,  often  ready  to  be  governed  in 
civil  dissensions  as  much  by  personal  qualities  as 
mental  superiority ;  while  the  eminent  services  which 
he  had  rendered  to  the  Thermidorian  party,  on  the 
fall  of  Robespierre,  and  his  distinguished  conduct  and 
decisive  success  on  the  revolt  of  the  sections,  gave 
him  considerable  influence  with  more  rational  politi- 
cians. Rewbell,  an  Alsacian  by  birth,  and  a  lawyer  by 
profession,  was  destitute  of  either  firmness  or  eloquence; 
but  he  owed  his  elevation  to  his  habits  of  business, 
his  knowledge  of  forms,  and  the  pertinacity  with  which 
he  represented  the  feelings  of  the  multitude,  often  in 
the  close  of  revolutionary  convulsions  envious  of  dis- 
tinguished ability.     Lareveillere  Lepaux,  a  sincere 
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CHAP.   Republican,  who  had  joined  the  Girondists  on  the  day 

of  their  fall,  and  preserved,  under  the  proscription  of 

1795«    the  Jacobins,  the  same  principles  which  he  had  em- 
braced during  their  ascendency,  was  blessed  by  nature 
with  a  mild  and  gentle  disposition,  which  fitted  him 
to  be  the  ornament  of  private  society;  but  he  was 
weak  and  irresolute  in  public  conduct,  totally  destitute 
of  the  qualities  requisite  in   a  statesman,  strongly 
tinged  with  the  irreligious  fanaticism  of  the  age,  and 
Letour-      perpetually  dreaming  of  establishing  the  authority  of 
'  Mign.  u.  natural  religion  on  the  ruins  of  the  Christian  faith. 
417*  ^a    Letoumeur,  an  old  oflBcer  of  artillery,  had  latterly 
in  Lofl.  cas.  supplied  the  place  of  Camot  in  the  Committee  of 

iv   143 

145.  iac.  Public  Safety,  but  without  possessing  his  abiliti^ ; 
^.^il'  ^^^  when  Camot  came  in  place  of  Sieyes,  he  received 
78, 70.       the  department  of  the  marine  and  the  colonies.^ 

The  first  object  of  the  Directory  was  to  calm  the 
First  mea-  passious,  the  fury  of  which  had  so  long  desolated 
5^^^*  France.     This  was  no  easy  task ;  the  more  especially 

^mTdiffi  ^'  ^*^  ^^^  exception  of  Carnot,  there  was  not  one 
cuities  of  of  them  either  a  man  of  genius  or  of  any  considerable 
ti^  "  '^  reputation ;  the  cruel  effect  of  a  revolution  which  in 
a  few  years  had  cut  off  whole  generations  of  ability, 
and  swept  away  all,  save  in  the  military  career,  that 
could  either  command  respect  or  ensure  success. 
Their  principles  were  republican,  and  they  had  all 
voted  for  the  death  of  the  King  in  the  Convention^ 
and  consequently  their  elevation  gave  great  joy  to  the 
Democratic  party,  who  had  conceived  great  disquietude 
from  the  recent  formidable  insurrection,  and  still 
menacing  language  of  the  Royalists.  The  leaders  of 
that  party,  defeated,  but  not  humbled,  had  great  in- 
fluence in  the  metropolis,  and  their  followers  seemed 
rather  proud  of  the  perils  they  had  incurred,  than 
subdued  by  the  defeat  they  had  sustained.     Within 
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and  without,  they  were  surrounded  by  difficulties,    chap. 

The  revolution  had  left  every  thing  in  the  most  mi- ^ 

serable  situation.     The  treasury  was  empty ;  the  peo^    1796. 
pie  starving ;  the  armies  destitute ;  the  generals  dis- 
couraged.    The'progress  of  the  public  disorders  had 
induced  that  extreme  abuse  of  paper  money,  which 
seems  the  en^ne  employed  by  nature,  in  revolutionary 
disorders,  to  bring  salutary  suffering  home  to  every 
individual,   even  of  the  humblest  rank  in  society. 
The  revenue  had  almost  ceased  to  be  collected,  and 
the  public  necessities  were  provided  ^or  merely  by  a 
daily  issue  of  paper,  which  every  morning  was  sent 
forth  from  the  public  treasury,  still  dripping  wet  from 
the  manufactory  of  the  preceding  night.     Its  value 
was  fixed  by  law,  but  it  would  not  pass  for  a  hundredth, 
sometimes  a  thousandth,  part  of  that  amount.     The 
sale  of  all  kinds  of  comniodities  had  ceased  from  the 
effect  of  the  law  of  the  maximum  and  forced  contri- 
butions ;  and  the  subsistence  of  Paris  and  the  other 
great  towns  was  obtained  merely  by  compulsory  re- 
quisitions, for  which  the  unfortunate  peasants  received 
only  paper,  worth  not  a  thousandth  part  of  the  value 
at  which  they  were  compelled  to  accept  it.     Finally, 
the  armies,  destitute  of  every  thing,  and  unfortunate 
at  the  close  of  the  campaign,  were  discontented  and 
dejected.     The  brilliant  successes  by  which  Napoleon 
restored  the  military  affairs  of  the  Republic,  have 
been  already  considered.^    But  in  the  course  of  their 
labours,  they  were]successively  assailed  by  the  different 
factions  whose  strife  had  brought  the  country  to  this 
miserable  condition ;  and  they  owed  their  victory  over '  Mig.  ii. 
both,  only  to  the  public  torpor  which  recent  experience  Tb!^,' 
of  the  suffering  they  had  endured  had  produced.*         ^»  ®^- 
One  of  their  first  acts  was  a  deed  of  humanity ;  the 

*  Chaps.  XX.  and  XXII. 
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CHAP,    liberation  of  the  daughter  of  Louis  XVI.  from  the 
_  melancholy  prison  where  she  had  been  confined  smce 


1795^   her  parents^  death.     This  illustrious  princess,  inte^- 
liberatioii  resting  alike  for  her  unparaUded  misfortunes,  and  the 
^^^^    resignation  with  which  she  had  IxMHe  them,   after 
d'Ango*-    baring  discharged,  as  long  as  the  barbarity  of  her 
is  Jdumg- persecutors  would  permit,  every  filial  and  sisterly 
^^tiM^  duty-rafter  having  seen  her  father,  her  mother,  her 
d«uvered    auut,  and  her  brother,  successively  torn  from  her  arms, 
^SoQjAer.    to  be  cousigncd  to  destruction — had  been  detained  in 
solitary  confinement  since  the  fall  of  Robespierre,  and 
was  still  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  those  she  had  so 
tenderly  loved.     The  Directory,  yielding  at  length  to 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  a  sense  of  the  difficulty 
which  would  be  ezparienced  in  assigning  a  suitable 
station  in  a  Republic,  to  a  princess  of  such  exalted 
birth,  agreed  to  exchange  her  for  the  deputies  who 
had  been  delivered  up  by  Dumourier  to  the  Imperi- 
loth  De-    alists ;  and  on  the  19th  December  1796,  this  remnant 
1791^'      of  the  royal  captives  left  the  prison  where  she  bad 
been  detained  since  the  10th  August  1792,  and  pro- 
ceeded by  rapid  journeys  to  Bale,  where  she  was  ex- 
changed for  the  republican  commissioners,  and  re- 
ceived by  the  Austrians  with  the  honour  due  to  her 
rank.     Her  subsequent  restoration  and  second  bauish- 
1  Th.  viii  ment,  will  form  an  interesting  episode  in  the  con- 
zu/388.    eluding  part  of  this  work.^^ 

The  first  measure  of  the  Directory  for  the  relief  d 
ctosation  the  finances,  was  to  obtain  a  decree  authorizing  the 
^J^^i^'^cessation  of  the  distribution  of  rations  to  the  people, 
food,  and  which  wcrc  thenceforward  to  be  continued  only  to 
mandates,  the  most  nccessitous  classcs.  This  great  measure, 
the  first  symptom  of  emancipation  from  the  tyramiy 
of  the  mob  of  the  metropolis,  was  boldly  adopted; 

♦  Infray  vol.  x. 
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and  though  the  discontents  to  which  it  gave  rise  ap-   £har 
peared  in  the  consfHracy  of  Babceuf,  it  was  successfdlly 


carried  into  effect.  The  state  of  monetary  affairs  1790. 
next  occupied  their  anxious  attention.  After  various 
ineffectual  attempts  to  return  to  a  metallic  circulation, 
the  government  found  itself  obliged  to  continue  the 
issue  of  assignats.  The  quantity  in  circulation  at 
length  rose,  in  January  1796,  to  forty-five  milliards, 
or  about  L.2,000,000,000  sterling,  and  the  depreda- 
tion became  so  excessive,  that  a  milliard,  or  a  thou- 
sand million  of  francs,  produced  only  a  million  in 
metallic  currency :  in  other  words,  the  paper  money 
had  fallen  to  a  th(m$<mdth  part  of  its  nominal  value. 
To  stop  this  enormous  evil,  the  government  adopted 
the  plan  of  issuing  a  new  kind  of  paper  money,  to  be 
called  territorial  mandates^  which  were  intended  to 
retire  the  assignats  at  the  rate  of  thirty  for  one.  This 
was  in  truth  creating  a  new  kind  of  assignats,  with  an 
inferior  denomination,  and  was  meant  to  conceal  from 
the  public  the  enormous  depreciation  which  the  first 
had  undergone.  It  was  immediately  acted  upon; 
mandates  were  declared  the  currency  of  the  Republic, 
and  became  by  law  a  legal  tender ;  the  national  do* 
mains  were  forthwith  exposed  to  sale,  and  assigned 
over  to  the  holder  of  a  mandate  wi^out  any  other 
formality  than  a  simple  praoes  verbal.  At  the  same 
time  the  most  violent  measures  were  adopted  to  give 
this  new  paper  a  forced  circulation ;  all  payments  byi  Th.yii{. 
and  to  the  government  were  ordered  to  be  made  in  it  \^*  \^[ 
alone;  severe  penalties  were  enacted  against  selling ^s-^- 
the  mandate  for  less  than  its  nominal  value  in  gold  or  sadiM  ' 
nlver,  and,  to  prevent  all  speculation  on  their  value,  ^^^7. 
the  public  exchange  was  closed.^ 

The  only  advantage  possessed  by  the  mandates 
over  the  old  assignats  was,  that  they  entitled  the 
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CHAP,  holder  to  a  more  Bummary  and  effectual  process  for 
'_  getting  his  paper  exchanged  for  land.    As  soon  as 


1796.    ^^^s  became  generally  understood,   it  procured  for 
Their  Iran- them  an  ephemeral  degree  of  public  favour ;  a  maor 
J^****^  date  for  100  francs  rose,  soon  after  it  was  issued, 
from  fifteen  to  eighty  francs,  and  their  success  pro- 
cured for  government  a  momentary  resource :  but 
this  relief  was  of  short  duration.     Two  milliards  four 
hundred  millions  of  mandates  were  issued,  secured 
over  an  extent  of  land  supposed  to  be  of  the  same 
value :  but  before  many  months  had  elapsed  they  be- 
gan to  decline,  and  were  soon  nearly  at  as  great  a 
discount  in  proportion  to  their  value  as  the  old  assig- 
nats.    By  no  possible  measure  of  finance  could  paper 
money,  worth  nothing  in  foreign  states,  from  a  distrust 
of  its  security,  and  redundant  at  home  from  its  exces- 
sive issue,  be  maintained  at  any  thing  like  an  equality 
with  gold  and  silver.     The  mandates  were,  in  truth, 
a  reduction  of  assignats  to  a  thirtieth  part  of  their 
*  Th.  vui.  value ;  but  to  be  on  a  par  with  the  precious  metals, 
330.  Mig.  ^^^7  shpuld  have  been  issued  at  one  thousandth  part, 
^^l-      being  the  rate  of  discoimt  to  which  the  original  paper 
40.  had  now  fallen.^ 

Government,  therefore,  and  all  the  persons  who  re- 
And  uiti-  ceived  payment^  from  it,  including  the  public  creditors, 
R^me    *^®  army,  and  the  civil  servants,  were  still  suffering 
had  in  de-  the  most  sovero  privation ;  but  the  crisis  had  passed 
barter.      with  the  great  bulk  of  individuals  in  the  state.     Most 
of  the  unhappy  original  holders  had  become  bankrupt, 
had  been  guillotined,  or  were  in  exile.     Their  dis- 
tresses, how  great  soever,  had  passed  away,  like  those 
of  a  deceased  generation.     The  fall  in  the  value  of  the 
assignats  had  been  so  excessive,  that  no  one  would 
take  either  them  or  their  successors  in  change.  Barter, 
and  the  actual  interchange  of  one  commodity  with 
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another,  had  usurped  the  place  of  sale ;  and  all  those   chap. 
possessed  of  any  fortune,  realized  it  in  the  form  of  the |_ 


luxuries  of  life,  which  were  likely  to  procure  a  ready  1795. 
sale  in  the  market.  The  most  opulent  houses  were 
converted  into  vast  magazines  for  the  storing  of  silks, 
Telyets,  and  luxuries  of  every  description,  which  were 
retailed  sometimes  at  a  profit,  and  sometimes  at  a  loss, 
and  hy  which  the  higher  classes  were  enabled  to  main- 
tain their  families.  From  the  general  prevalence  of 
this  rude  interchange,  internal  trade  and  manufactiires 
regained,  to  a  certain  degree,  their  former  activity ; 
and  though  the  former  opulent  quarters  were  deserted, 
the  Boulevards  and  Chauss^e  d^  Antin  began  to  exhibit 
that  splendour  for  which  they  afterwards  became  so 
celebrated  under  the  empire.  As  the  victories  of  the 
Republic  increased,  and  gold  and  silver  were  obtained 
from  the  conquest  of  Flanders,  Italy,  and  the  German 
states,  the  government  paper  entirely  ceased  to  be  a 
medium  of  exchange;  transfers  of  every  description 
were  eflPected  by  barter  or  exchange  for  the  precious 
metals,  and  the  territorial  mandates  were  nowhere  to 
be  seen  but  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  who  bought 
them  for  a  twentieth  part  of  their  nominal  value,  and  ^  Th.  viu. 
sold  them  at  a  small  advance  to  the  purchasers  of  the  ^J;  33^ 
national  domains.  1 

But  while  all  other  classes  were  thus  emerging  from 
this  terrible  financial  crisis,  the  servants  of  govern-  starvation 
ment,  and  the  public  creditors,  still  paid  in  mandates  J^^J^^i^. 
at  par,  were  literally  dying  of  famine.     Employment®"  ^^  '^^ 

i»  X     •      X      J     ri.   •  T   -x   J  -    the  public 

from  government,  instead  01  being  solicited,  was  um-fanction. 
versally  shunned ;  persons  in  every  kind  of  service  sent 
in  their  resignations :  and  the  soldiers  deserted  from 
the  armies  in  as  great  crowds  as  they  had  flocked  to  it 
daring  the  Reign  of  Terror.     While  the  armies  of 
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CHAP.   Pichegru  and  Napoleou,  paid  in  tiie  coin  tbey  ex- 
'^^^^-    tracted  from  the  conquered  states,  were  living  in  Ivaor 
1796.    "ouB  affluence,  those  on  the  soil  of  the  Republic,  and 
paid  in  its  depreciated  paper,  were  starving.     But 
most  of  all,  the  public  creditors,  the  rentien,  were 
overwhekned  by  unprecedented  distreHS.     The  opu- 
lent capitalists,  who  had  fanned  the  first  triumphs  of 
the  Revolution,  the  annuitants  who  had  swelled  the 
multitude  of  ita  votariee,  were  now  equally  crushed 
under  its  wheels.     Then  was  seen  theunntterable  bit- 
terness of  private  distress,  which  inevitably  follows 
such  a  convulsion.     The  prospect  of  famine  prodnced 
many  more  suicides  among  that  unhappy  class,  than 
all  the  horrors  of  the  Reign  of  Terror,     Poverty  to 
those  unused  to  it  has  more  terrors  than  death  itself. 
Many,  driven  to  extremities,  had  recourse,  late  in  life, 
to  daily  labour  for  their  subsistence ;  others,  unable  to 
endure  its  fatigues,  Bubsist«d  upon  the  charity  which 
they  obtained  from  the  more  fortunate  survivors  of 
the  Revolution.      Under  the  shadow  of  night  they 
were  to  be  seen  crowding  round  the  doors  of  the  opera 
and  other  places  of  public  amuswnent,  of  which  they 
"  Th  .Hi.  had  formerly  been  the  principal  supporters,  and  in  a 
Mig*i*'    disguised  voice,  or  with  an  averted  head,  imploring 
403.    Uc  charity  from  crowds,  among  whom  they  were  fearful 
of  discovering  a  former  acquaintance  or  dependent.' 
The  situation  of  the  armies  in  the  interior  was  not 
Dapionbi*  less  dcploFable.     Officers  and  soldiers,  alike  unable  to 
liSff  **"  procure  anything  for  their  pay,  were  maintained  only 
tmm  tha     }yj  the  forccd  requisitions  which,  under  the  law  of  ne- 
Grem  .pe-  cGssity,  wcrc  BtiU  continued  in  the  departmrats.    The 
^i'^"""^  Jetacbraents  were  dispersed,  and  deserted  on  the  road ; 
even  the  hospitals  were  shut  up,  and  the  unhappy  sol- 
diers who  filled  them  turned  adrift  upon  the  world, 
from  utter  inability  to  procure  them  either  medicines 
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or  provifiious.  The  gendarmerie,  or  mounted  police,  chap. 
were  dissolved :  tlie  soldiers  who  composed  it,  unable  ^^^^* 
to  maintain  their  horses,  sold  them,  and  left  the  ser-  n^e, 
rice ;  and  the  high-roads,  infested  by  numerous  bri- 
gands, the  natural  result  of  the  dissolution  of  society, 
became  the  theatre  of  unheard-of  atrocities.  Strangers 
profited  by  the  general  distress  of  France  to  carry  on 
a  commerce  with  its  suffering  inhabitants,  which  con* 
tributed  in  a  considerable  degree  to  restore  the  pre- 
cious metals  to  circulation.  The  Germans,  the  Swiss, 
the  Russians,  and  the  English,  seized  the  moment 
when  the  assignats  were  lowest,  to  fall  with  all  the 
power  of  metallic  riches  upon  the  scattered  but  splen- 
did moveables  of  France.  Wines  of  the  most  costly 
description  were  bought  up  by  speculators,  and  sold 
cheaper  at  Hamburgh  than  Paris ;  diamonds  and  pre- 
cious stones,  concealed  during  the  Reign  of  Terror, 
left  their  place  of  concealment,  and  procured  for  their 
ruined  possessors  a  transitory  relief;  and  pictures,  sta- 
tues, and  furniture  of  every  description,  were  eagerly 
purchased  for  the  Russian  and  English  palaces,  and 
by  their  general  dispersion  effected  a  change  in  the 
taste  for  the  fine  arts  over  all  Europe.  A  band  of 
speculators,  called  la  Bande  Noire^  bought  up  an  im- 
mense number  of  public  and  private  edifices,  which 
were  sold  for  almost  nothing,  and  reimbursed  them- 
selves by  selling  a  part  of  the  materials ;  and  nume- 
rous families,  whose  estates  had  escaped  confiscation, 
retired  to  the  country,  and  inhabited  the  buildings  for- 
merly tenanted  by  their  servants,  where  they  lived  in  \^'f^' 
seclusion  and  rustic  plenty  on  the  produce  of  a  portion  ^iii.  338. 
of  their  estates.^ 

The  excessive  fall  of  the  paper,  at  length  made  all  open  aban- 
classes  perceive  that  it  was  m  vain  to  pursue  the  cm-  the  paper 

BjnBtem* 


k 


4Q4  HISTORY  OP  EUROPE- 

CHAP,   mera  i^  Qpholding  ita  value.     Oa  the  16th  July  1796, 
^^'^'    the  measure,  amounting  to  an  open  confession  of  a 
1790.    bankruptcy,  which  had  long  existed,  was  adopted.    It 
was  decliU'ed  that  all  persona  were  to  be  at  liberty  to 
ijw."''^  transact  business  in  the  money  which  they  chose ;  that 
the  mandates  should  be  taken  at  their  current  value, 
which  should  be  published  every  day  at  the  Treasory ; 
and  that  the  taxes  should  be  received  either  in  coin  or 
mandates  at  that  rate,  with  the  exception  of  the  de- 
partment bordering  on  the  seat  of  war,  in  which  it 
should  still  be  received  in  kind.     The  publication  of 
the  fall  of  the  mandates,  rendered  it  indispensable  to 
make  some  change  as  to  the  purchase  of  the  national 
domains ;  for  where  the  mandate  had  fallen  fiixim  one 
hundred  francs  to  five  francs,  it  was  impossible  that 
the  holder  could  be  allowed  to  obtain  in  exchange  for 
it  land  worth  one  hundred  francs  in  1790,  and  still, 
notwithstanding  the  fall  of  its  value,  from  the  inee- 
<  Mig.TiU.  cure  tenure  of  all  possessions,  deemed  worth  tbirty- 
^!w6,'  fi^e  francs.     It  was  in  consequence  determined,  on 
^-  the  18th  July,  that  the  xmdisposod  of  national  do- 

IT9S.  '     mains  should  be  sold  for  mandates  at  their  current 
value.' 

Such  was  the  end  of  the  system  of  paper  credit,  eix 
Prodigiow  years  after  it  had  been  originally  commenced,  and 
'  ""  after  it  had  effected  a  greater  change  in  the  fortones 
of  individuals,  than  had  perhaps  ever  been  accom- 
plished in  the  same  time  by  any  measure  of  govern- 
ment. It  did  more  to  overthrow  the  existing  wealth, 
to  transfer  moveable  fortunes  from  one  hand  to  an- 
other, than  even  the  confiscation  of  the  emigrant  and 
church  estates.  All  debts  were  in  fact  annihilated  by 
the  elusory  form  in  which  it  permitted  payment  to  be 
madi^.     In  its  later  stages,  a  debtor  wiUi  one  franc 
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could  force  a  discharge  of  a  debt  of  two  hundred,  some-    chap. 
times  even  of  a  thousand ;  the  public  creditors,  the  go-    ^^^^' 
vemment  servants,  in  fact  all  the  classes  who  formerly    1797. 
were  opulent,  were  reduced  to  the  last  stage  of  misery. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  debtors  throughout  the  whole 
country  found  themselves  liberated  from  their  engage* 
ments ;  the  national  domains  were  purchased  almost 
for  nothing  by  the  holders  of  government  paper ;  and 
the  land,  infinitely  subdivided,  required  little  of  the 
expenditure  of  capital,  and  became  daily  more  pro- '  Th.  vui. 
ductive  from  the  number  and  energy  of  its  new  cul-  ^j '  q^' 
tivators.^ 

Deprived  of  the  extraordinary  resource  of  issuing  pa- 
per, the  Directory  were  compelled  to  calculate  their  real  ^^^^^ 
revenue,  and  endeavour  to  accommodate  their  expendi-  cy  finaUy 
ture  to  that  standard.     They  estimated  the  jrevenue  for  A^tvwJ- 
1796  at  1,100,000,000  francs,  or  L.60,000,000,  includ- J^irds  of 
ing  an  arrear  of  300,000,000  francs,  or  L.13,000,000,tioBaidebt 
of  the  forced  loans,  which  had  never  yet  been  recover-  *»'**"^*«^- 
ed.     But  the  event  soon  shewed  that  this  calculation 
was  fallacious ;  the  revenue  proved  greatly  less,  and 
the  expenditure  much  greater  than  had  been  expected. 
The  landrtax  had  produced  only  200  millions,  instead 
of  250  ;  the  200  millions  expected  froni  the  sale  of  the 
remainder  of  the  national  domains  had  not  been  half 
realized,  and  all  the  other  sources  of  revenue  had  failed 
in  the  same  proportion.     Meanwhile,  the  armies  of  the 
Rhine,  of  the  Sambre  and  Mouse,  and  of  the  Interior, 
were  in  the  most  extreme  state  of  penury,  and  all  the 
national  establishments  on  the  point  of  ruin.     In  these 
circumstances,  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  avoid  a 
bankruptcy.     The  public  creditors,  as  usual  in  all  such 
extremities,  were  the  first  to  be  sacrificed.     After  ex- 
hausting every  expedient  of  delay  and  procrastination 
with  the  rentiers^  the  Directory  at  length  paid  them 
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CHAP,   only  a  fourth  in  money,  and  three-fourths  in  bills,  dis- 
|_  chargable  on  the  national  domains,  called  Bans  dei 


1797.    ^^  Quarts.     The  annual  charge  of  the  debt  was 
248  millions  of  francs,  or  about  L.  11,000,000  sterling ; 
so  that,  by  this  expedient,  the  burden  was  in  effect  re- 
duced to  62  millions,  or  L.2,400,000.     The  bills  re- 
ceived for  the  three-fourths  were  from  the  first  at  a 
ruinous  discount,  and  soon  became  altogether  unsale- 
able ;  and  the  disorders  and  partiality  consequent  on 
this  mode  of  payment  ere  long  became  so  excessive, 
that  it  could  no  longer  be  continued.     The  income  of 
1797  was  estimated  at  616,000,000  francs,  or  about 
L.27,000,000,  but  the  expenditure  could  not  be  re- 
duced to  this,  without  taking  a  decisive  step  in  regard 
Aug.  18,    to  the  debt.     It  was  therefore  finally  resolved  to  con- 
tinue the  payment  of  a  third  only  of  the  debt  in  specie; 
and  the  remaining  two-thirds  were  to  be  discharged 
by  the  payment  of  a  capital  in  bills,  secured  on  the 
national  domains,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  years^  pur- 
chase.    These  bills,  like  the  Bons  des  Trois  QuarU^ 
'i7^^d?9    immediately  fell  to  a  sixth  of  their  value,  and  shortly 
^\  S^     after  dwindled  away  to  almost  nothing,  from  the  quanr 
Bris.  Hist,  tity  simultaneously  thrown  into  the  market.     As  the 
^y/*"^^/ great  majority  of  the  public  creditors  were  in  such  cir- 
Hiit^M  ^^"^stances  that  they  could  not  take  land,  this  was,  to 
de  BVancef  all  intents,  a  national  bankruptcy,  which  cut  off  at  one 
mvu.32i,y^^  two-thirds  of  their  property.* 

These  attempts  of  the  Directory,  though  long  un- 
Sooceflsfui  successful,  to  rcstorc  order  to  the  distracted  chaos  of 
theDiwc-  revolutionary  France,  were  seconded  by  the  efforts 
J^J^      of  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  to  whom  a  ter- 
orderin     minatiou  of  political  contests  had  become  the  most 
imperious  of  necessities.     Such,  in  truth,  is  the  dis- 
position to  right  themselves  in  human  affairs  when 
the  fever  of  passion  has  subsided,  that  men  fidl  in- 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  407 

saisibly  into  order,  onder  any  goyemment  which  pro-   chap. 
muies  to  save  them  from  the  desolating  effect  of  their    ^^^^' 


own  passions.  Within  a  few  months  after  the  estab-  1797, 
lishm$nt  of  the  new  government,  the  most  frightful 
evils  entailed  on  France  by  the  revolutionary  regime^ 
had  been  removed  or  alleviated.  The  odious  law  of 
the  maximum,  which  compelled  the  industry  of  the 
country  to  pay  tribute  to  the  idleness  of  towns,  was 
abolished ;  the  commerce  of  grain  in  the  interior  was 
free :  the  assignats  were  replaced,  without  any  con- 
vulsion, by  a  metallic  currency :  the  press  had  resumed 
its  independence ;  the  elections  had  taken  place  with- 
out violence ;  the  guillotine  no  longer  shed  the  noblest 
blood  in  France :  the  roads  were  secure ;  the  ancient 
proprietors  lived  in  peace  beside  the  purchasers  of  the 
national  domains.  Whatever  faults  they  may  have 
afterwards  conmiitted,  France  owes  to  the  Directory, 
during  the  first  year,  the  immense  obligation  of  having '  Be  sua), 
reeonstructed  the  elements  of  society  out  of  the  fusion  Mign^ii. 
of  the  revolutionary  crucible,^  *^ 

In  one  particular  alone,  the  Directory  made  no  ap« 
proach  towards  improvement.     Religion  still  remained  B^t  irreU- 
prostrated  as  it  had  been  by  the  strokes  of  the  Decem-  tinueT^iu 
virs ;  the  churches  were  closed ;  Simday  abolished ;  ^J^" 
baptism  and  conmiunion  unknown ;  the  priests  in  exile,  ^.^  Theo- 
or  in  hiding  under  the  roofs  of  the  faithful  remnant  of  pistt.    ^ 
the  Christian  flock.     The  youth  of  both  sexes  were 
brought  up  without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
faith  of  their  fathers ;  a  generation  was  ushered  into 
the  world,  destitute  of  the  first  elements  of  religious 
instruction.     Subsequently,  the  immense  importance 
of  this  deficiency  appeared  in  the  clearest  maimer ;  it 
has  left  a  chasm  in  the  social  institutions  of  France, 
which  all  the  genius  of  Napoleon,  and  all  the  glories 
of  the  empire,  have  not  been  able  to  repair ;  and 
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CHAP,  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  destined  to  prevent  the 
ff^  growth  of  any  thing  like  rational  or  steady  freedom  in 


1797,    that  distracted   country.     In  vain   Lareveillere  en- 
deavoured to  establish  a  system  of  IlieophUcmthropy, 
and  opened  temples,  published  chants,  and  promulgated 
a  species  of  liturgy ;  all  these  endeavours  to  supersede 
the  doctrines  of  revelation  speedily  failed ;  and  Deism 
alone  remained  in  the  few  of  the  revolutionary  party 
who  bestowed  any  thought  on  religious  concerns.    The 
tenets  and  ideas  of  this  singular  sect  were  one  of  the 
most^  curious  results  of  the  Revolution.     Their  prin- 
ciples were,  for  the  most  part,  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  :— "  We  beheve  in  the  existence  of 
God,  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul.     Worship  the 
Deity ;  cherish  your  equals ;  render  yourself  useful  to 
your  country.     Every  thing  is  good  which  tends  to 
preserve  and  bring  to  perfection  the  human  race; 
every  thing  which  has  an  opposite  tendency  is  the  re- 
verse.    Children,  honour  your  fathers  and  mothers ; 
obey  them  with  affection,  support  their  declining  years. 
Fathers  and  mothers,  instruct  your  children.   Women, 
behold  in  your  husbands  the  heads  of  your  houses ; 
husbands,  behold  in  women  the  mothers  of  your  child- 
ren, and  reciprocally  study  each  other's  happiness.^' 
When  men  flatter  themselves  that  they  are  laying  the 
4M/  Li  foundations  of  a  new  religion,  they  are,  in  truth,  only 
lAvafette    ^^^siug  up,  in  a  somowhat  varied  form,  the  monUitj 
i.  323, 3^.  of  the  Gospel.*  ^ 

*  The  worship  of  this  sect  was  veiy  singular.  Lareveillere  Lepaoz 
was  their  high  priest ;  they  had  four  temples  in  Paris,  and  on  appointed 
days  service  was  performed.  In  the  middle  of  the  congregation,  an 
immense  basket,  filled  with  the  most  beautiful  flowers  of  the  seasoD, 
was  placed  as  the  symbol  of  the  creation.  The  high  priest  pronounced 
a  discourse,  enforcing  the  moral  virtues ;  *^  in  which/'  says  the  Duchost 
of  Abrantes,  "  there  was  frequently  so  much  truth  and  feeling,  that  if 
the  Evangelists  had  not  said  the  same  thing  much,  better  1800  yean 
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Napoleon  viewed  these  enthusiasts,  some  of  whom   chap. 
were  still  to  be  fomid  in  Paris  when  he  seized  the  helm 


of  affurs  in  1799,  in  their  true  light.     "  They  are    1797. 

good  actors,'^  said  he. — ^"What!"  answered  one  of 

the  most  enthusiastic  of  their  number,  "  is  it  in  such  Napoleon's 

'  ^  viewB  on 

terms  that  you  stigmatize  those  whose  chiefs  are  this  8ub< 
among  the  most  virtuous  men  in  Paris,  and  whose^^ ' 
tenets  inculcate  only  universal  benevolence  and  the 
moral  virtues  ?" — "  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?"  re- 
plied the  First  Consul ;  ^^  all  systems  of  morality  are 
fine.  Apart  from  certain  dogmaa,  more  or  leas  absurd, 
which  were  necessary  to  suit  the  capacity  of  the  people 
to  whom  they  were  addressed,  what  do  you  see  in  the 
Widham,  the  Koran,  the  Old  Testament,  or  Confu- 
cins  ?  Every  where  pure  morality ;  that  is  to  say,  a 
system  inculcating  protection  to  the  weak,  respect  to 
the  laws,  gratitude  to  God.  The  Gospel  alone  has 
exhibited  a  complete  assemblage  of  the  principles  of 
morality,  divested  of  absurdity.  That  is  what  is  truly 
admirable,  and  not  a  few  commonplace  sentences  put 
mto  bad  verse.  Do  you  wish  to  see  what  is  truly  sub- 
lime? Repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer.  You  and  your 
friends  would  willingly  become  martyrs :  I  shall  do 
them  no  such  honour.  No  strokes  but  those  of  ridi- 
cule shall  fall  upon  them )  and,  if  I  know  any  thing 
of  the  French,  they  will  speedily  prove  effectual  ?" 
Napoleon^s  views  soon  proved  correct.  The  sect 
lingered  on  five  years :  and  two  of  its  members  had 
even  the  courage  to  publish  short  works  in  its  defence, 
which  speedily  died  a  natural  death.  Their  number 
gradually  declined ;  and  they  were  at  length  so  incon- 

before  them,  one  might  have  been  tempted  to  embrace  their  opinions."  >  jyAh.  vi. 
This  sect,  like  all  others  founded  upon  mere  Deism  and  the  inculcation  37, 38. 
of  the  moral  virtues,  was  short-lived,  and  never  embraced  any  consider- 
able body  of  the  people. 


410  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP,   siderable,  that,  when  a  decree  of  gOTemment,  <hi  the 
^^^^'    4th  October  1801,  prohibited  them  from  meeting  in 


bins. 


1797.  ^^^  f^^^  churches  which  they  had  hitherto  occupied  as 
their  temples,  they  were  unable  to  raise  mcmey  enough 
to  hire  a  room  to  carry  on  their  worship.  The  ex- 
tinction of  this  sect  was  not  owing  merely  to  the  irre- 
ligious spirit  of  the  French  metropolis ;  it  would  have 
undergone  the  same  fate  in  any  other  age  or  country. 
It  is  not  by  flowers  and  verses,  declamations  on  the 
beauty  of  Spring  and  the  goodness  of  the  Deity,  that 
a  permanent  impression  is  to  be  made  on  a  being  ex- 
*  D*Abr.  vL  posed  to  the  temptations,  liable  to  the  misfortunes,  and 
^'^^'       filled  with  the  desires,  incident  to  the  human  race.^ 

The  shock  of  parties,  however,  had  beai  too  violent, 
Renewed    tbo  wounds  iuflictcd  too  profouud,  for  society  to  re- 
the  jaoo.    lapse,  without  further  convulsions,  into  a  state  of  re- 
pose*    It  was  from  the  Jacobins  that  the  first  efforts 
proceeded ;  and  the  principles  of  their  leaders  at  this 
juncture  are  singularly  instructive  as  to  the  extremi* 
ties  to  which  the  doctrines  of  democracy  are  necessarily 
pushed,  when  they  take  a  deep  hold  of  the  body  of  the 
people.      This  terrible  faction  had  never  ceased  to 
mourn  in  secret  the  ninth  Thermidor  as  the  com- 
mencement of  their  bondage.     They  still  hoped  to 
establish  absolute  equality,  notwithstanding  the  va« 
riety  of  human  character ;  and  complete  democracy, 
in  spite  of  the  institutions  of  modem  civilization.  They 
had  been  driven  from  the  government  by  the  fall  of 
Robespierre  :  and  from  all  influence  in  the  metropolis 
by  the  defeat  and  disarming  of  the  faubourgs.     But 
the  necessities  of  government,  on  occasion  of  the  revolt 
of  the  sections  on  the  thirteenth  Vendemiaire,  had 
compelled  it  to  invoke  the  aid  of  their  desperate  bands 
to  resist  the  efforts  of  the  Royalists,  and  the  character 
of  the  Directors  inspired  them  with  hopes  of  regaining 
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their  influence  at  the  helm  of  affairs.     Flattered  by    chap. 
these  prospects,  the  broken  faction  re-assembled.  They ]_ 


instituted  a  new  club,  which  held  its  meetings  in  a  vast    1797. 
subterraneous  vault  under  the  Pantheon.     This  club, 
they  trusted,  would  rival  the  far-famed  assemblage  of 
the  Jacobins ;  and  they  there  instituted  a  species  of 
idolatrous  worship  of  Marat  and  Robespierre,  whom  1  uc.  xm. 
they  still  upheld  as  objects  of  imitation  to  their  fol-ii^^if'^*^* 
lowers.^ 

The  principles  of  this  remarkable  party  were  in  ef- 
fect those  which  Rousseau  developed  in  lus  social  con-  principles 
tract,  and  which  were  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  niis^ries^j^***^*'^ 
and  convulsions  of  the  French  Revolution.  They  are  ton. 
thus  given  in  the  words  of  the  able  historian  of  their 
party,  himself  deeply  implicated  in  the  conspiracy. 
^^  Democracy  is  the  public  system  in  which  equality  and 
good  morals  put  the  people  in  a  situation  to  exercise 
with  advantage  legislative  power.  Among  the  men 
who  have  appeared  with  most  lustre  in  the  revolution- 
ary arena,  there  are  some,  who,  from  the  very  begin- 
ning, pronounced  themselves  boldly  in  favour  of  the 
real  emiancipation  of  the  French  people.  Marat, 
Robespierre,  and  St  Juste  figured  gloriously  with  some 
others  in  the  honourable  list  of  the  defenders  of  equal** 
ity.  Marat  and  Robespierre  boldly  attacked  the  anti- 
popular  system  which  prevailed  in  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly, directed  before  and  after  the  10th  August  the 
proceedings  of  the  patriots,  struggled  in  the  Convention  • 
with  the  hatred  and  calumnies  of  the  selfish  party 
which  prevailed  there,  elevated  themselves,  in  the  con- 
demnation of  the  King,  to  the  highest  flights  of  phi- 
losophy, and  bore  the  principal  parts  in  the  great  events 
of  the  3l8t  of  May,  and  the  following  days,  of  which 
the  false  friends  of  equality  at  last  destroyed  the  happy 
effects.     The  principles  of  this  party  were,  that  the 
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CHAP,   chief  rights  of  man  consist  in  the  preservation  of  his 
^  existence  and  of  his  liberty,  and  belong  equally  to.  all ; 


1797.    ^^^  property  is  that  portion  of  the  public  good  which 
law  permits  him  to  retain ;  that  sovereignty  resided 
in  the  people,  and  all  public  functionaries  are  their  ser- 
vants ;  that  law  is  the  free  and  solemn  expression  of 
the  people's  will ;  that  resistance  to  oppression  is  the 
inevitable  result  of  the  rights  of  man ;  that  every  in* 
stitution  which  is  not  founded  on  the  principle  that 
the  people  are  good,  and  the  magistrate  is  corruptibly 
is  erroneous ;  and  that  kings,  aristocrats,  and  tyrants, 
'  BuoDMn    whoever  they  are,  are  slaves  who  have  revolted  against 
roSLSn    ^^^  sovereign  of  the  earth,  which  is  the  human  race, 
de  BaboBnf,  ^nd  agaiust  the  legislature  of  the  universe,  which  is 

i.  S3, 33.  , ,, 

nature/ 

These  principles  the  new  conspirators  had  borrowed 
Babceuc     from  Robospicrre  and  the  extreme  popular  party  since 
treme  re-    the  beginning  of  the  Revolution.     But  they  now  con- 
mmin-    tended  for  a  new  and  more  important  element,  from 
cipies.       the  want  of  which,  in  their  opinion,  all  the  former 
efforts  of  the  Revolution  had  failed.     This  element 
was,  the  equal  division  of  property.     The  head  of  this 
party  was  Babceuf,  sumamed  Gracchus,  who  aspired 
to  become  chief  of  the  fanatical  band.     He  published 
a  Journal,  entitled  the  Tribune  of  the  People,  which 
advocated  the  principles  of  his  sect  with  much  ability, 
and  that  earnestness  of  manner  which  is  so  important 
an  element  in  popular  eloquence.     His  leading  princi- 
ple was,  that  the  friends  of  freedom  had  hitherto  failed, 
because  they  had  not  ventured  to  make  that  use  of 
their  power  which  could  alone  ensure  its  lasting  suc- 
cess,    "  Robespierre  fell,"  said  he,  "  because  he  did 
not  venture  to  pronounce  the  word — *  Agrarian  Law.' 
He  effected  the  spoliation  of  a  few  rich,  but  without 
benefiting  the  poor.     The  sans^cuUottes,  guided  by  too 
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timid  leaders,  piqued  themselves  on  their  foolish  de-   chap. 
tennination  to  abstain  from  enriching  themselves  at   '"^' 


others^  expense.  Real  aristocracy  consists  in  the  pos-  1797. 
session  of  riches,  and  it  matters  not  whether  they  are 
in  the  hands  of  a  Villiers,  a  Laborde,  a  Danton,  a 
Barras,  or  a  Rewbell.  Under  different  names,  it  is 
ever  the  same  aristocracy  which  oppresses  the  poor, 
and  keeps  them  perpetually  in  the  condition  of  the 
Spartan  Helots.  The  people  are  excluded  from  the 
chief  share  in  the  property  of  France ;  nevertheless, 
the  people,  who  constitute  the  whole  strength  of  the 
state,  should  be  alone  invested  with  it,  and  that  too  in 
equal  shares.  There  is  no  real  equality  without  an 
equality  of  riches.  All  the  great  of  former  times 
should,  in  their  turn,  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of 
Helots ;  without  that  the  Revolution  is  stopped  where 
it  should  begin.  These  are  the  principles  which  Ly- 
curgus  or  Gracchus  would  have  applied  to  Revolution- 
ary or  Republican  France ;  and  without  their  adop-  <  lu.  xiii. 
tion,  the  benefits  of  the  Revolution  are  a  mere  chi-^^J^*^ 
mera.'^  *  40.  '      ' 

Tliese  doctrines  of  Baboeuf,  which  were  nothing  more 
than  the  maxims  of  the  Revolution  pushed  to  their  le-  Mr  Bnrke't 
gitimate  consequences,  instead  of  being  stopped  short  •^y^'^^ 
when  they  had  served  the  purpose  of  a  particidar  party,  of  this  ten- 
show  how  correctly  Mr  Burke  had,  long  before,  cha-th^ja^- 
racterized  the  real  Jacobin  principles.     "  Jacobinism,"  ^"* 
says  he,  ^^  is  the  revolt  of  the  enterprising  talents  of  a 
country  against  its  property.     When  private  men  form 
themselves  into  associations  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  laws  and  institutions  of  their  country ;  when 
they  secure  to  themselves  an  army,  by  dividing  among 
the  people  of  no  property  the  estates  of  the  ancient 
and  lawful  proprietors  ;  when  the  state  recognises  those 
acts ;  when  it  does  not  make  confiscation  for  crimes. 
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CHAP,   but  crimeB  for  confiscations ;  when  it  has  its  principal 
^^^^'   si^ength,  and  all  its  resources,  in  such  a  violation  of 


1797.    pi*operty  j  when  it  stands  chiefly  upon  such  violation, 

massacring,  by  judgments  or  otherwise,  those  who  make 

» Thoughta  any  struggle  for  their  old  legal  government,  and  their 

cMe  Peace,  old  legal  possossions— I  call  thb  Jacobinism  by  estab- 

^^-  lishment" ' 

As  the  great  object  of  the  conspirators  was  a  total 
Progress  of  ovorthrow  of  property,  and  a  division  of  it  in  equal,  or 
rection.      nearly  equal,  proportions  among  the  whole  people,  it 
was  necessary  to  proceed  with  extreme  caution,  both 
in  divulging  their  intentions  to  the  pnblic,  and  in  pre- 
paring  the  means  of  enforcing  them  by  an  armed  force. 
The  nucleus  of  the  conspiracy  was  formed  in  the  pri- 
sons  of  Paris,  particularly  those  of  Plessis  and  the  four 
Nations,  during  the  period  aiW  the  fall  of  Robespierre, 
when  a  large  number  of  the  most  ardent  democrats 
were  confined  together.     The  greater  part  of  these 
were  by  degrees  liberated  by  the  government  which 
succeeded  the  ninth  Thermidor,  and  under  the  auspices 
of  Baboeuf,  Darthe,  Buonaretti,  and  others,  a  new  so- 
ciety, composed  of  the  most  extreme  Jacobins,  was 
formed,  who  met  in  a  great  vault  under  the  Pantheon, 
where,  by  the  light  of  flambeaus,  and  seated  on  the 
humid  ground,  they  ruminated  on  the  most  likely  me- 
thod of  regenerating  France.     The  machinery  which 
they  set  in  motion  for  this  purpose  was  very  extensive, 
and  soon  had  its  ramifications  in  every  department  of 
the  country,  and  in  a  small  part  of  the  army.     A  chief 
Revolutionary  agent,  with  several  subordinate  assist- 
ants, was  established  in  each  of  the  twelve  divisions  of 
Paris,  who  soon  extended  their  correspondents  into 
most  of  the  departments  of  the  Republic.     A  secret 
directory  of  public  safety  was  also  established,  consist- 
ing of  seven  members,  viz.,  d'Antonelle,  Baboeuf,  Be- 
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don,  Buonarrotti,  Darthe,  Filipe  Rexellet,  and  Sil-    chap. 
vain  Marechal.   -Being  well  aware,  however,  that,  in    ^^^^' 


order  to  secure  the  co-<^ration  of  the  people,  it  was  1797. 
necessary  to  present  to  them  not  only  the  ultimate 
prospect  of  social  regeneration,  but  some  immediate 
practical  benefits  which  might  incite  them  to  insurrec- 
tion, they  framed  a  solemn  instrument,  styled  an  ^^  In- 
sorrectional  Act,''  the  publication  of  which  was  to  be 
the  signal  of  the  new  revolution.  In  this  proclamation 
it  was  declai'ed  that  the  whole  effects  of  the  emigrants, 
of  the  conspirators  against  public  freedom,  and  of  the 
enemies  of  the  people,  should  be  immediately  divided 
among  the  poor  and  the  defenders  of  the  cause  of  free- 
dom ;  that  the  working-classes  should  be  immediately 
lodged  in  the  houses  of  the  conspirators  against  freedom 
and  clothed  in  their  dresses;  that  the  whole  effects 
pledged  by  the  people  with  pawnbrokers  should  forth- 
with be  restored  to  them ;  and  that  the  people  should 
adopt  the  wives,  children,  fathers,  mothers,  brothers, 
and  sisters  of  those  who  had  been  slain  in  support  of  their 
cause  in  the  insurrection,  and  maintain  them  at  the 
public  expense.  In  addition  to  this,  it  was  proposed 
that  it  should  be  declared  by  the  sovereign  people,  that 
all  the  property  of  France  was  at  their  disposal,  and 
that  the  future  division  of  it  should  be  made  entirely 
at  their  pleasure.  Finally,  in  order  to  strike  terror 
into  the  tyrants,  it  was  proposed  that  the  Directory 
and  the  principal  members  of  the  government  should, 
instead  of  being  publicly  executed,  be  crushed  under  1  Acte  lo- 
the  ruins  of  their  palaces,  the  remains  of  which  were  b,JJ^  4.. 
to  be  left  in  wild  confusion,  like  a  mighty  cairn,  tof^^^oxute, 
nvark  the  spot  where  tyranny  had  been  finally  over- 153^55] 
thrown  in  France.^  ^*^* 

There  was  a  time  when  plausible  doctrines  such  as 
these,  so  well  calculated  to  excite  the  passions  of  the 
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CHAP,  squalid  multitude  in  great  cities,  would  in  all  prob»- 
XXIV.   \yi\iiy  hskYe  produced  a  great  effect  on  the  Pariaan 


1797.    popul^^  j  l>ut  time  extinguishes  passion,  and  discovers 
But  they    iUusious,  to  a  generation  as  well  as  an  individual.    The 
foil  no^  *»  people  were  no  longer  to  be  deceived  by  these  high- 
people.      sounding  expressions;  theylmew,  bj  dear-bought  ex- 
perience, that  the  equality  of  democracy  is  only  an 
equality  of  subjection,  and  the  equal  division  of  pro- 
perty only  a  pretence  for  enriching  the  popular  rulers. 
The  lowest  of  the  populace  alone,  accordingly,  were 
moved  by  the  efforts  of  the  Jacobins ;  and  the  Direc- 
tory, finding  their  government  firmly  established  in 
S7th  Feb.  the  opinions  of  the  better  classes,  closed  the  Club  at 
^^^'        the  Pantheon,  and  seized  several  numbers  of  Baboeofs 
Journal,  containing  passages  tending  to  overthrow  the 
constitution.     To  avert  the  further  encroachments  of 
I  xh.  viii.  t^®  Jacobin  party,  they  endeavoured  to  introduce  a 
.y®-^>8"- restriction  on  the  liberty  of  the  press;  but  the  two 
Lac.  xiii.    Councils,  after  a  solemn  discussion,  refused  to  sanction 
any  such  attempt.^ 

Defeated  in  this  attempt,  the  democratic  chiefs  as- 
Renewed    sembled  in  a  place  called  the  Temple  of  Reason^  where 
th^^v(t  *^®y  ^^^^  songs,  deploring  the  death  of  Robespierre  and 
lutioniBte,  the  slavery  of  the  people.    They  had  some  communica- 
^tiM^n-  tion  with  the  troops  in  the  camp  at  Crenelle,  and  ad- 
epiraton.    mijjted  to  their  secret  meetings  a  captain  in  that  force, 
named  Grizel,  whom  they  considered  one  of  their  most 
important  adherents.     Their  design  was  now  to  estab- 
lish at  once  what  they  called  the  "  Public  Good,''  and 
for  that  end  to  divide  property  of  every  description,  and 
put  at  the  head  of  afiairs  a  government  consisting  of 
^^  true,  pure,  and  absolute  democrats.''     It  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  murder  the  Directors,  disperse  the 
Councils,  and  put  to  death  the  leading  members,  and 
erect  the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  but  to  whom  to 
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intrust  -the  supreme  authority  of  the  executive,  after   chap. 
this  was  achieved,  was  a  matter  of  anxious  and  diffi-   ^^i^* 


cult  deliberation.  At  length  they  selected  sixty-eight  1790, 
persons  who  were  esteemed  the  most  pure  and  a1^K>- 
lute  democrats,  in  whom  the  powers  of  the  state  were 
to  be  invested  until  the  complete  democratic  rigime 
was  established.  The  day  for  commencing  the  insur-i 
rection  was  fixed,  and  all  the  means  of  carrying  it  iuto 
effect  arranged.  It  was  to  take  place  on  the  21st 
May.  Placards  and  banners  were  prepared,  bearing 
the  words,  "Liberty,  Equality,  Constitution  of  1793, 
Common  Good ;''  and  others  having  the  inscription, 
'^  Those  who  usurp  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  should 
be  put  to  death  by  freemen.^^  The  conspirators  were 
to  march  from  different  quarters  to  attack  the  Direc- 
tors and  the  Councils,  and  make  themselves  masters 
of  the  Luxembourg,  the  treasury,  the  telegraph,  and 
the  arsenal  of  artillery  at  Meudon ;  a  correspondence 
had  been  opened  with  the  Jacobins  in  other  quarters, 
so  that  the  revolt  would  break  out  simultaneously  in 
all  parts  of  France.  To  induce  the  lower  classes  to 
take  part  in  the  proceedings,  proclamations  were  im« 
mediately  to  be  issued,  requiring  every  citizen  of  any 
property  to  lodge  and  maintain  a  man  who  had  joined 
in  the  insurrection;  and  the  bakers,  butchers,  and 
wine-merchants  were  to  be  obliged  to  furnish  the  ar- 
ticles in  which  they  dealt  to  the  citizens,  at  a  low  price 
fixed  by  the  government.  All  soldiers  who  should  join 
the  people  were  to  receive  instantly  a  large  sum  in  1  Th.  vUi. 
money,  and  their  discharge ;  or,  if  they  preferred  re-  J^^^* 
maining  by  their  colours,  they  were  to  get  the  houses  4^>^i*^- 
of  the  Royalists  to  pillage.^  i.  \m!^[ 

The  principles  of  this  remarkable  sect,  however, 
did  not  stop  short  at  these  steps,  immediately  calcu- 

VOL.  III.  D  d 


> 
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CHAP,  lated  to  awaken  the  cupidity  and  rouse  the  support  of 
'^'^^'  the  working-classes.  They  went  a  great  deal  farther, 
nQQ,  and  had  matured  their  plans  for  the  ultimate  remo- 
uiOnMe  delling  of  the  whole  social  institutionB  of  France,  on 
tbe'^!)^  a  footing  of  the  most  complete  republican  equality, 
nton-  They  contemplated  the  erection  of  a  community  sou- 
lar  to  that  of  Lycurgns,  in  the  whole  Republic,  but 
without  its  Kings,  its  Ephori,  or  its  Helots.  They  pro- 
posed to  aholieh  private  property  of  every  description, 
both  landed  and  moveable ;  an  entire  community  of 
goods  and  labour  being  their  grand  remedy  for  all 
social  evils,  which  had  wholly  sprung,  in  their  estima- 
tion, from  the  concentration  of  these  advantages  in  the 
hands  of  a  few.  As  a  consequence  of  this,  labour  was 
to  be  universal  and  compulsory.  Every  man  was  to 
belong  to  some  trade,  and  bring  the  produce  of  his  toil 
to  its  common  fund.  Parental  and  domestic  education 
^as  to  be  abolished ;  every  child  of  either  sex  was  to 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  state,  and  educated 
for  the  public  behoof,  at  great  public  seminaries.  The 
young  of  different  sexes  were  not  to  meet,  till  married, 
except  at  great  festivals  on  stated  occasions,  when 
patriotic  hymns  were  to  be  sung,  and  the  choice  of  part- 
ners was  to  be  made.  Every  faciUty  was  proposed  for 
divorce,  the  indissolubility  of  marriage  being,  next  to 
private  property,  the  most  prolific  source  of  evil. 
The  national  defence  was  to  he  entrusted  to  all  the 
young  men  indiscriminately,  till  they  arrived  at  a  cer- 
tain age,  all  of  whom  were  to  be  armed  tuid  marched 
tf>  tlio  camps  on  the  frontiers ;  the  legislative  functions 
exercised  by  the  same  individuals,  in  primary  assem- 
blies, when  they  returned  to  their  places  of  ahoitt 
after  the  period  of  their  service  was  over.  The  aged, 
iufinii,  and  orphans,  were  to  be  gratuitously  maintained 
ttt  the  public  expense.     There  was  to  be  no  capital  or 
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central  government,  no  magistratoB  or  teachers,  save    €hap. 
those  appointed  by  the  people.  Disease  would  be  rare,    ^^^^' 


law  unknown,  theology  unheard  of ; .  luxury,  idleness,  1796. 
and  oppression,  would  disappear;  the  country  would 
be  covered  with  a  succession  of  villages,  the  land  her 
come  a  continued  garden ;  and  all  the  privations  con- 
sequent on  the  loss  of  luxury  to  a  few,  would  be  more 
than  compensated  by  the  diminutron  of  labour,  and  ^  Baon*< 
increase  of  comfort  to  all.*  208,  aie. 

These  extreme  measures,  the  natural  result  of  a 
long-<x>ntinued  revolutionary  strife,  are  nearly  akin  to  The  con- 
the  dreams  of  Plato,  for  a  perfect  Republic,  and,  amidst  Silweped, 
all  their  extravagance,  they  savoured  of  something  *»^  b»- 
grand  and  generous.  The  immediate  incitements  which  rested, 
they  held  out,  however,  universal  plunder  and  division 
of  property,  were  adapted  to  the  basest  passions,  though 
they  but  indicated  a  perfect  knowledge  of  human  na* 
tare,  and  the  means  by  which  the  masses  are  to  be  most 
(effectually  stimulated.  They  might  at  an  earlier  period 
have  roused  the  most  vehement  democratic  passions. 
But,  coming  as  they  did  at  a  time  when  such  opinions 
inspired  all  men  of  any  property  with  horror,  they  fail- 
ed in  producing  any  considerable  effect.  The  designs 
of  the  conspirators  were  divulged  to  government  by 
Grizel ;  and,  on  the  20th  May,  the  day  before  the  plot  20th  May 
was  to  have  been  carried  into  execution,  Baboeuf,  and 
all  the  leaders  of  the  enterprize,  were  seized,  some  at 
their  own  houses,  others  at  their  place  of  assembly, 
and  with  them  the  documents  which  indicated  the 
i^xtent  of  the  conspiracy.  Baboauf,  though  in  capti- 
vity, abated  nothing  of  his  haughty  bearing,  and  would 
only  condescend  to  negotiate  with  the  government  on 
a  footing  of  perfect  equality.  "  Do  you  consider  it 
beneath  you,"  said  he  to  the  Directory,  "  to  treat 
with  me  as  an  independent  power  ?     You  see  of  ^yhat 


420  HISTORY  OF  BUROPB. 

GHAP.   a  vast  party  I  am  the  centre ;  you  Bee  that  it  nearly 

^^^*   balances  your  own ;  you  see  what  immense  raxmficao 

1790.    i^ous  it  contains.    I  am  well  assured  that  the  dis* 

oovery  must  have  made  you  tremble.     It  is  nothing 

to  have  arrested  the  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy ;  it  will 

revive  in  other  bosoms,  if  theirs  are  extinct.     Abandon 

the  idea  of  shedding  blood  in  vain ;  you  have  not  hither* 

to  made  much  noise  about  the  affair ;  make  no  more ; 

treat  with  the  patriots ;  they  recollect  that  you  were 

once  sincere  SLepublicans ;  they  will  pardon  you^  if 

you  concur  with  them  in  measures  calculated  to  effect 

the  salvatiou  of  the  Republic/^     Instead  of  acceding 

to  this  extravagant  proposal,  the  Directory  published 

the  letter,  and  ordered  the  trial  of  the  ccmspirators 

>Th.yUi.  before  the  High  Court  of  Vendome.     This  act  of 

m^  u!.'    vigour  contributed  more  than  any  thing  they  had  yet 

^1^         done  to  consolidate  the  authority  of  Governments^ 

The  partizans  oi  Baboeuf,  however,  were  not  dis^ 
His  purti.  couraged.  S<Hne  months  afterwards,  and  before  the 
^^^'^^  ^'^  of  the  chiefs  had  come  on,  they  marched  in  the 
GreneUe ;  night,  to  the  uumbcr  of  -  six  or  seven  hundred,  armed 
defeated,  with  sabrcs  and  pistols,  to  the  camp  at  Or^ielle. 
29th  A„g.  Yj^^y  ^^^  received  by  a  r^ment  of  dragoons,  which, 

instead  of  fraternizing  with  them  as  they  expected, 
charged  and  dispersed  the  motley  array.  Great  nnnn 
hers  were  cut  down  in  the  fight.  Of  the  prisoners 
taken,  thirty-one  were  condemned  and  executed  hy  a 
military  commission,  and  thirty  transported.  This 
severe  blow  extinguished,  for  a  long  period,  the  hopea 
of  the  revolutionary  party,  by  cutting  off  all  their 
leaders  of  resolution  and  ability ;  and  though  it  still 
inspired  terror  by  the  recollection  of  its  former  ex* 
cesses,  it  ceased  from  this  time  forward  to  have  any 
real  power  to  disturb  tlie  tranquillity  of  the  state. 
Despotism  is  never  so  secure  as  after  the  miseries  of 
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anarchy  have  been  recently  experienced.     The  Direc-   ohap. 
tory  followed  up  thig  success  by  the  trial  of  Babosuf, 
Amar,  Vadier,  Darth^,  and  the  other  leaders  taken    x796. 
oa  the  29th  May,  before  the  Court  of  Vend(»ne.  ssth  Aug. 
Their  behaviour  on  this  occasion  was  that  of  men  who 
neither  feared  death  nor  were  ashamed  of  the  cause 
in  which  they  were  to  die.     At  the  commencement 
and  conclusion  of  each  day^s  proceedings,  they  sungi  bmiia- 
the  Marseillaise  hymn ;  their  wives  attended  them  to  Jf^-,^' 
the  court,  and  encouraged  them,  by  their  constancy,  ^*  ^<-  ^> 
to  suffer  bravely  in  the  cause  of  freedom.^  349. 

^  Examine  your  own  heart,"  said  Baboeuf  in  ad- 
dressing the  jury ;  **  you  will  find  the  secret  voice  Babomf '■ 
which  tells  you  these  men  aimed  only  at  the  happi-^f^^ 
ness  of  their  fellow-creatures.     The  Revolution  was 
to  them  no  matter  of  personal  interest.     Rest  assured, 
citizens,  those  are  men,  who  regard  it  as  an  event  in- 
teresting to  humanity :  believe  me,  it  had  become  to 
them  a  true  religion,  to  which  they  were  ready  to 
sacrifice  their  comfort,  their  repose,  their  property, 
thar  life.     To  strike  a  friend  of  liberty  is  to  lend  a 
helping-hand  to  kings.     You  are  sitting  in  judgment 
on  liberty:  it  has  been  fertile  in  martyrs,  and  the 
avengers  of  their  memory.     Liberty  expires,  when  the 
generous  passions  are  extinguished ;  when  to  the  men, 
whom  it  has  inflamed,  are  presented  the  bloody  heads 
of  those  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  its  worship. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say,  that  were  our  arguments  well 
founded,  our  intentions  pure,  they  could  be  carried 
into  execution  only  by  overturning  the  constitution. 
If  so  strange  a  proposition  is  admitted,  there  is  in 
France  neither  an  institution  of  jury  nor  a  country. 
It  is  not  on  the  conspiring  to  overturn  existing  autho- 
rity, but  legitimate  authority,  that  the  attention  of  the 
jury  is  to  be  fixed ;  for  how  can  they  find  him  guilty, 
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CHAP,   who,  albeit  conspiring  against  actual  authority,  does 

^  so  only  in  favour  of  the  only  real  authority,  the  will 

1796.  ^f  the  people  ?  To  what,  then,  comes  the  Supreme 
Law  of  the  Interest  of  the  People,  if  the  deposita- 
ries of  its  power  are  to  reckon  as  nought  the  lore  of 
country  in  the  hearts  of  the  accused.^^  Babceuff 
and  Darth6,  at  the  conclusion  of  this  address,  turned 
towards  their  wives,  and  said,  *-  that  they  should 
follow  them  to  Mount  Calvary,  because  they  had 
no  reason  to  blush  for  the  cause  for  which  they 
suffered.^'  They  were  all  acquitted  except  BaboBiif 
and  Darth^,  who  were  condemned  to  death,  and  seven 
others,  who  were  sentenced  to  transportation.     The 

iMign.u.  *^^  fi'^*'  ^'^  y^^  *?®  sentence,  mutaally  stabbed 
414, 415.  each  other  with  a  poniard,  but  the  wounds  did  not 
^  !Sif *'  prove  fatal,  and  they  were  led  out  next  day,  bleeding 
•^58  ^9^*  *®  ^^®y  were,  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  they 
61.  '    *   died  with  the  stoicism  of  ancient  Rome/ 

The  terror  excited  by  these  repeated  efforts  of  the 
Abortive  Jacobius  was  extreme,  and  totally  disproportioned  to 
rf  tS^  the  real  danger  with  which  they  were  attended.  It 
Royaiirtf.  jg  ^^^  remembrance  of  the  danger  which  is  past,  not 
that  which  is  future,  that  ever  affects  the  generality 
of  mankind.  This  feeling  .encouraged  the  Royalists 
to  make  an  effort  to  regain  their  ascendency,  in  the 
hope  that  the  troops  in  the  camp  at  Grenelle,  who 
had  so  firmly  resisted  the  seductions  of  the  democrar 
tic,  might  be  more  inclined  to  aid  the. exertions  of  the 
monarchial,  party.  Their  conspiracy,  however,  des- 
titute of  any  aid  in  the  legislative  bodies,  though  na« 
merously  supported  by  the  population  of  Paris,  proved 
abortive.  Its  leaders  were  Brotier,  an  old  counsellor 
in  Parliament,  Lavillehournois,  and  Dunau.  They 
made  advances  to  Malo  the  captain  of  dragoons,  who 
had  resisted  the  seductions  of  the  Jacobins ;  bjut  he 
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was  equally  inaccessible  to  the  officers  of  the  Royalists,    chap. 
and  delivered  up  their  leaders  to  the  Directory.    They      ^^^' 
were  handed  over  to  the  civil  tribunal,  who,  being  un-    1796. 
willing  to  renew  the  reign  of  blood,  humanely  suffered '  Mign.  u. 
them  to  escape  with  a  short  imprisonment.^  ^V"" 

The  manners  of  1795  and  1796  were  different  from 
any  which  had  yet  prevailed  in  France,  and  exhibited  singular 
a  singular  specinoien  of  the  love  of  order  and  the  sjpirit^^^ 
of  elegance  regaining  their  ascendant  over  a  nation  "*  J^w»ce. 
which  had  lost  its  nobility,  its  religion,  and  its  morals. 
The  total  destruction  of  fortunes  of  every  description 
during  the  Revolution,  and  the  complete  ruin  of  paper 
money,  reduced  every  one  to  the  necessity  of  doing 
something  for  himself,  and  restored  commerce  to  its 
pristine  form  of  barter.  The  salo<ms  of  fashion  were 
converted  into  magazines  of  stuffs,  where  ladies  of  the 
highest  rank  engaged,  during  the  day,  in  the  drudgery 
of  trade,  to  maintain  their  families  or  relations,  while 
in  the  evening  the  reign  of  pleasure  and  amusement 
was  resumed.  In  the  midst  of  the  wreck  of  ancient 
opulence,  modem  wealth  began  to  display  its  luxury ; 
the  faubourg  St  Antoine,  the  seat  of  manufactures, 
the  faubourg  St  Oermain,  the  abode  of  rank,  remain- 
ed deserted;  but  in  the  quarter  of  the  chauss^e  d'Antin, 
and  in  the  Boulevard  Italienne,  the  riches  of  the 
hankers,  and  of  those  who  had  made  fortunes  in  tlie 
Revolution^  began  to  shine  with  unprecedented  lustre. 
Splendid  hotels,  sumptuously  furnished  in  the  Grecian 
taste,  which  had  now  become  the  fashion,  were  em- 
bellished by  magnificent  fete^^  where  all  that  was  left 
of  elegance  in  France  by  the  Revolution,  assembled 
to  indulge  the  new-born  passion  for  enjoyment.  The 
dresses  of  the  women  were  carried  to  extravagance, 
in  the  Grecian  style ;  and  the  excessive  nudity  which 
they  exhibited^  while  it  proved  fatal  to  n^any  persons 
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OHAP.   of  youth  and  beauty,  contributed,  by  the  novel  aspeet 
^^^^'   of  the  channs  which  were  presented  to  the  public  eye, 


1796.    ^  increase  the  general  enchantment.     The  aasembliefl 

of  Barras,  in  particular,  were  remarkable  for  their 

magnificence ;  but,  in  the  general  confiisioa  of  ninkB 

^  Th.  Tiu.  c^nd  characters  which  they  presented,  afforded  too  clear 

^fi?'  oJ^  An  indication  of  the  universal  destruction  of  the  anci«it 

D'Abr.  ii.  land^marks,  in  morals  as  well  as  society,  which  the 

'    '       Revolution  had  effected.^ 

In  these  assemblies  were  to  be  seen  the  elements 
Yoong  out  of  which  the  Imperial  court  was  afterwards  form- 
SSTthl^re  ^*  "^^^  young  officers  who  had  risen  to  eminmce  in 
Bhone  in  the  Republican  armies,  began  here  to  break  through 
the  rigid  circle  of  aristocratic  etiquette ;  and  the  mix- 
ture of  characters  and  ideas  which  the  Revolutioa 
had  produced,  rendered  the  style  of  conversation  in- 
comparably more  varied  and  animating  tban^my  thing 
which  had  been  known  under  the  ancient  regime.  In 
a  few  years  the  world  had  lived  through  centuries  of 
knowledge.  There  was  to  be  seen  Hoche,  not  yet 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  who  had  recently  eztin- 
guished  the  war  in  La  Vendue,  and  whose  handsome 
figure,  brilliant  talents,  and  rising  glory,  rendered 
him  the  idol  of  women  even  of  aristocratic  haUts; 
while  the  thoughtful  air,  energetic  conversation,  and 
eagle  eye  of  Napoleon,  already,  to  persons  of  discern- 
ment, foretold  no  ordinary  destinies.  The  beauty  of 
Madame  Tallien  was  still  in  its  zenith ;  while  the 
grace  of  Madame  Beauharnais,  and  the  genius  of  Ma> 
dame  de  Stael,  threw  a  lustre  over  the  reviving  society 
of  the  capital,  which  had  been  unknown  since  the  fall 
of  the  monarchy.  The  illustrious  men  of  the  age,  for 
the  most  part,  at  this  period  selected  their  partners 
for  life  from  the  brilliant  circle  by  which  they  were 
surrounded ;  and  never  did  such  destinies  depend  on 
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the  decimon  or  caprice  of  the  moment.    Madame  Per-   chap. 
mon^  a  lady  of  rank  and  singular  attractions,  from   ^^^^* 


Corsica,  in  whose  family  Napoleon  had  from  infancy  179^. 
been  intimate,  and  whose  daughter  afterwards  became 
Duchess  of  Abrantes,  refiised  in  one  morning  the  hand 
of  Napoleon  for  herself,  that  of  his  brother  Joseph  for 
her  daughter,  and  that  of  his  sister  FauUne  for  her 
son.  She  little  thought  that  she  was  declining  for 
herself  the  throne  of  Charlemaime  :  for  her  daughter  ^  iVAbr.  u. 

AA    AQ      fU 

that  of  Charles  V . ;  and  for  her  son  the  most  beauti-  yui.  isi,  ' 
fill  princess  in  Europe.^  ^^^* 

But  the  passions  raised  were  too  violent,  the  wounds 
inflicted  too  profound,  for  society  to  relapse,  without  Bat  the 
iorther  convulsions,  into  a  state  of  repose ;  and  France  the  dee- 
was  afiain  destined  to  undergo  the  horrors  of  Jacobin  *^^^  I? 

o  o  prepeniiff 

role,  before  she  settled  down  under  the  lasting  despo-  a  cetM»- 
tism  of  the  sword.     The  Directory  was  essentially  de-ft!^  the 
mocratic ;  but  the  first  elections  having  taken  place  ^^J^. 
during  the  excitement  produced  by  the  suppression  of  iite. 
the  revolt  of  the  Sections  at  Paris,  and  two-thirds  of 
the  Councils  being  composed  of  the  members  of  the 
old  Convention,  the  legislature  was,  in  that  respect, 
in  harmony  with  the  executive.     But  the  elections  of 
the  year  1797,  when  one-third  of  both  were  changed, 
produced  a  total  alteration  in  the  balance  of  parties 
in  the  state.     These  elections  for  the  most  part  turned 
out  favourable  to  the  Royalist  interest;  a  reaction 
universal  recently  after  the  noiseries  of  democratic  rule 
have  been  experienced ;  and,  so  far  did  the  members 
of  that  party  carry  hostility  to  the  Jacobins,  that 
they  questioned  all  the  candidates  in  many  of  the  pro- 
vinces as  to  whether  they  were  holders  of  the  national 
domains,  or  had  ever  been  engaged  in  the  Revolution, 
or  in  any  of  the  public  journals,  and  instantly  rejected 
all  who  answered  affirmatively  to  any  of  these  ques- 
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CHAP,   tions.     The  reaction  against  the  Revolution  was  soon 
jcsvf^  extremely  powerful  over  the  whole  departments.   The 
l-jQQ    Royalists,  perceiving  from  the  turn  of  the  elections 
that  they  would  acquire  a  majority,  soon  gained  the 
energy  of  victory.     The  multitude,  ever  ready  to  fol- 
low the  victorious  party,  ranged  themselves  on  their 
side,  while  a  hundred  journals  thundered  forth  thar 
declamations  against  the  government,  without  its  ven- 
turing to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  sanguinary  law,  which 
affixed  the  punishment  of  death  against  all  oSmces 
tending  towards  a  restoration  of  royalty.     The  avowed 
corruption,  profligacy,  and  unmeasured  ambition  of 
Barras  and  the  majority  of  the  Directory,  strongly 
*  Hijra      contributed  to  increase  the  reaction  throughout  the 
4Si,4ss.    ooimtry.     The  result  of  the  elections  was  mch,  that 
la.  Nv.  a  great  majority  in  both  Cooncils  was  in  the  Royalist 
Jj^*^*'3g_  or  Miti-conventional  interest ;  and  the  strength  of  the 
iTAbT.  1.    republican  party  lay  solely  in  the  Directory  and  the 
army.' 

The  first  act  of  the  new  Assembly,  or  rather  of  the 
Bartii^any  Assembly  with  its  new  third  of  members,  was  to  choose 
^^T" »  a  successor  to  the  director  Letoumeur,  upon  wh(Mn 
uwKrf'Le-  the  lot  had  fallen  of  retiring  from  the  government 
•ndj^'    '^^  choice  fell  on  Barthelemy,  the  minister  who  bad 
°'"^-      concluded  the  peace  with  Prussia  and  Spain;  a  re- 
spectable  man,    of  Royalist  principles.      Piche^, 
deputy  of  the  Jura,  was,  amidst  loud  acclamations,  ^ 
pointed  president  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred: 
Barbe  Marbois,  also  a  Royalist,  president  of  the  Conn- 
cil  of  the  Ancients.     Almost  all  the  ministry  were 
changed,  and  the  Directory  was  openly  divided  into 
two  parties ;  the  majority  consistong  of  Rewbell,  Bar- 
ras, and  Lareveillere ;  the  minority  of  Barthelemy 
and  Camot.     Camot,  though  a  steady  RepubhcaD, 
was  inclined  to  join  the  Royalist  party  from  his  love 
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of  ireedom,  and  his  rooted  aversion  to  violent  measures,    chap. 

TT  YTV 

Steadily  pursuing  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  public '_^ 

good,  he  had,  during  the  crisis  of  the  Reign  of  Ter-    1795^ 
ror,  supported  the  dictatorial;  and  now,  when  the 
danger  to  freedom  from  foreign  subjugation  was  over, 
he  strove  to  regain  the  regal  regime.     The  opposite 
factions  soon  became  so  exasperated,  that  they  mutu- 
ally aimed  at  supplanting  each  other  by  means  of  a 
revolution ;  a  neutral  party,  headed  by  Thibaudeau, '  Mign.  u. 
strove  to  prevent  matters  coming  to  extremities ;  but,  iy.  216,.*^' 
as  usual  in  such  circumstances,  was  unsuccessful,  and  ^^  i^^f g^ 
shared  in  the  ruin  of  the  vanquished.^  i^e. 

The  chief  strength  of  the  Royalist  party  lay  in  the 
club  of  Clichy,  which  required  as  preponderating  an  ciab  of 
iafluence  of  this  epoch,  as  that  of  the  Jacobins  had  Qut'of  *°^ 
done  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  Revolution.     FewSaim. 

-     .       .,  •        i*        ^  •      x»        General 

among  their  number  were  m  direct  commumcation  reaction  in 
with  the  Royalists,  but  they  were  all  animated  with  ^fJJig^^ 
batred  at  the  Jacobins,  and  an  anxious  desire  to  pre- 
vent their  regaining  their  ascendency  in  the  govern- 
ment. The  opposite  side  assembled  at  the  Club  of 
Salm,  where  was  arrayed  the  strength  of  the  Repub- 
licans,, the  Directory,  and  the  army.  The  reaction 
in  favour  of  Royalist  principles  at  this  juncture  was 
so  strong,  that  out  of  seventy  periodical  journals 
which  appeared  at  Paris,  only  three  or  four  sup- 
ported the  cause  of  the  Revolution.  Lacretelle,  the 
future  historian  of  the  Revolution,  the  Abb6  Mo- 
rellet.  La  Harpe,  Sicard,  and  all  the  literary  men  of 
the  capital,  wrote  periodically  on  the  Royalist  side. 
Michaux,  destined  to  illustrate  and  beautify  the  His- 
tory of  the  Crusades,  went  so  far  as  to  publish  a  direct 
eloge  on  the  princes  of  the  exiled  family ;  an  offence 
wldch,  by  the  subsisting  laws,  was  punishable  with 
<leath.     He  was  indicted  for  the  offence ;  but  acquit- 
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CHAP,   ted  by  the  jnrj,  amidst  the  general  applause  of  the 
^^^^'   people.     The  majority  of  the  Comicils  supported  the 


1797.   liberty  of  the  press,  from  which  their  party  were  reap- 

>    ing  such  advantages,  and,  pursaing  a  caatioas  bat  m« 

cessant  attack  upon  government,  brought  them  into 

obloquy  by  continually  exposing  the  confusion  of  tbe 

finances,  which  was  becoming  inextricable,  and  dwell- 

iMign.u.  ing  on  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  appeared 

S?;  lelw.  interminable.' 

At  this  epoch,  by  a  singular  but  not  unusual  train 
The         of  events,  the  partisans  of  royalty  were  the  strongest 
Royaiutfl    gupporters  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  while  the  Jaoo* 
ported  the  bin  government  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  stifle 
the  ^eM.  its  voice.     This  is  the  natural  course  of  things  when 
parties  have  changed  places,  and  the  executive  autho- 
rity is  in  the  hands  of  the  popular  leaders.     Freedom 
of  discussion  is  the  obvious  resource  of  liberty,  whether 
menaced  by  regal,  republican,  or  military  violence ;  it 
is  the  insurrection  of  thought  against  physical  force. 
It  may  frequently  mislead  and  blind  the  people,  and 
for  years  perpetuate  the  most  fatal  delusions ;  but  still 
it  is  the  polar  star  of  freedom,  and  it  alone  can  restore 
the  light  of  truth  to  the  generation  it  has  misled.    The 
press  is  not  to  be  feared  in  any  country  where  the 
balance  of  power  is  properly  maintained,  and  opponng 
parties  divide  the  state,  because  their  opposite  interestB 
and  passions  call  forth  contradictory  statements  and 
arguments,  which  at  length  extricate  truth  from  their 
collision :  the  period  of  danger  from  its  abuse  com- 
mences when  it  is  in  great  part  turned  to  one  side, 
either  by  despotic  power,  democratic  violence,  or  purely 
republican  institutions.     France,  under  Napoleon  was 
an  example  of  the  first ;  Ghreat  Britain  during  the  Re- 
•  Mad.  de  form  fcvcr  in  1831,  of  the  second ;  America,  of  tbe 
18?  2^    third.'    Wherever  one  power  in  the  state  is  overbear- 
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ing,  irli0tlMr  it  be  that  of  a  soToreign  or  <^  the  multi**  SS^f  * 
tode,  the  press  becomes  the  mstmment  of  the  most^ 


debasing  tyranny.  '  1797^ 

To  ward  off  the  attacks,  the  Directory  proposed  a 
law  for  restricting  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  sab-MeMorei 
rtitating  graduated  penalties  for  the  odious  punishment  ^^^^ 
which  the  subsisting  law  authorized,  but  which  could  ^^«rt  the 
not  be  carried  into  effect  from  its  severity.     It  passed  c^miuo- 
the  Five  Hundred,  but  was  thrown  out  in  the  Ancients,  f^2|^^' 
amidst  transports  of  joy  in  the  Royalist  party.    ^Bn-^^^^f 
eoora^red  by  this  success,  they  attempted  to  undo  the 
wonTp.^.  of  the  revolationary  fabric :  the  puniBh- 
meat  of  imprisonment  or  transportation,  to  wUch  the  28th  June 
cWgy  were  liable  by  the  revolutionary  laws,  was  re-  ^^^^' 
pealed,  and  a  proposal  made  to  permit  the  open  use  of 
the  ancient  worship,  allow  the  use  of  bells  in  the 
churches,  the  cross  on  the  graves  of  such  as  chose  to 
pkce  that  emblem  there,  and  relieve  the  priests  from 
the  necessity  of  taking  the  republican  oaths.    On  this 
occasion  Camille-Jourdan,  deputy  from  Lyons,  whose 
rehgions  and  royalist  prindj^es  had  been  strongly  con- 
firmed by  the  atrocities  of  the  Jacobins  in  that  unfor* 
tanate  city,  made  an  eloquent  and  powerful  speech, 
which  produced  a  great  sensation.  He  pleaded  strongly  4th  jvHj 
the  great  cause  of  religious  tol^ation,  and  exposed  the 
iniquity  of  those  laws,  which,  professing  to  remove  the 
restrictions  on  subjects  of  faith,  impofsed  fetters  severei* 
than  had  ever  been  known  to  Catholic  superstition. 
The  Council,  tired  of  the  faded  extravagances  on  the 
Babject  of  freedom,  were  entranced  for  the  mommt  by 
a  species  of  eloquence  for  years  unheard  in  the  Ass^n- 
bly,  and  by  the  revival  of  feelings  long  strangers  to 
their  breasts ;  aad  listened  to  the  declamations  of  the 
young  enthusiast  as  they  would  have  done  to  thd  preach- 
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.OHAP.   ing  of  Peter  the  Hermit.     But  the  attempt  was  pre- 
mature ;  the  principles  of  infidelity  we^e  too  deeply 


1797.  seated,  to  be  shaken  by  transient  bursts  of  genius ;  and 
*  Lac.  ziT.  the  Council  ultimately  rejected  the  proposal  by  such  a 
mm'^  .  majority,  as  showed  that  ages  of  suffering  must  yet  be 
42S,  423.    endured  before  that  fatal  poison  could  be  expelled  from 

Th.ix.l74.,,  •   1  1.   J     1 

Baches  and  tne  SOCiai  DOdy. 

^^^^279      Encouraged  by  this  state  of  opinion  in  the  capital, 
SM*         the  emigrants  and  the  banished  priests  assembled  ia 
General     crowds  from  every  part  of  Europe.     Fictitious  pass- 
^Zu    ports  were  temsmitted  from  Paris  to  Hambui^  and 
gJJJ^  ^^  other  towns,  where  they  were  eagerly  purchased  by 
those  who  longed  ardently  to  revisit  their  native  land. 
The  clergy  returned  in  still  greater  numbers,  and  were 
received  with  transports  of  joy  by  their  faithful  flocks, 
especially  in  the  western  departments,  who  for  four 
years  had  been  deprived  of  all  the  ordinances  and  con- 
solations of  religion ;  the  infants  were  anew  baptized ; 
the  sick  visited ;  the  nuptial  benediction  pronounced 
by  consecrated  lips ;  and  the  last  rites  parformed  ov^ 
the  remains  of  the  faithful.     On  this,  as  on  other  oc- 
casions, however,  the  energy  of  the  Royalists  consisted 
rather  in  words  than  in  actions;  they  avowed  too 
>  Th.  iz.  .  openly  the  extent  of  their  hopes  not  to  awaken  the 
ii^  424*^*^'  vigilance  of  the  revolutionary  party ;  and  spoke  them- 
Bnches      sclvcs  iuto  the  belief  that  their  strength  was  irresistible, 
^.^'  while  their  adversaries  were  sileudy  preparing  the 
294,301.    means  of  overturning  it.* 

In  effect,  the  rapid  march  of  the  Councils,  and  the 

Great        declamatious  of  the  Royalists,  both  in  the  tribune,  in 

th^^-  the  club  of  Clichy,  and  in  the  public  journals,  awakened 

toiy*         an  extrenie  alarm  among  that  numerous  body  of  men, 

who,  from  having  been  implicated  in  the  crimes  of  the 

Revolution,  or  gainers  from   its  excesses,   had  the 
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strongest  interest  to  prevent  its  principles  from  reced-    chap. 
ing.     The  Directory  became  alarmed  for  tbeir  own ^ 


existence,  by  reason  of  the  decided  majority  of  their    1797. 
antagonists  in  both  Councils,  and  the  certainty  that 
the  approaching  election  of  a  third  would  almost  to- 
tally ruin  the  Republican  party.     It  had  already  been 
ascertained  that  a  hundred  and  ninety  of  the  deputies 
were  engaged  to  restore  the  exiled  family,  while  the 
Directory  could  only  reckon  upon  the  support  of  a 
hundred  and  thirty ;  and  the  Ancients  had  resolved, 
by  a  large  majority,  to  transfer  the  seat  of  the  legis- 
lature to  Rouen,  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the 
western  provinces,  whose  Royalist  principles  bad  al- 
ways  been  so  decided.     The  next  election,  it  was  ex- '  ThiiMa- 
pected  would  nearly  extinguish  the  Revolutionary  ^^^u  "' 
party ;  and  the  Directory  were  aware  that  the  transi-  ^'J!^\ 
tion  was  easy  for  regicides,  as  the  greater  part  of  them  192. 
were,  from  the  Luxembourg  to  the  scaffold.^ 

In  this  extremity,  the  majority  of  the  Directory, 
consisting  of  Barras,  Rewbell,  and  Lareveillere  Le-  The  Re- 
paux,  resolved  upon  decisive  measures.     They  could  ^ajl^  of 
redcon  with  confidence  upon  the  support  of  the  army,  *^«  ^^^^ 
which  having  been  raised  during  the  revolutionary  I^l^e'^n 
fervour  of  1793,  and  constantly  habituated  to  the  in-^^J^^^^ 
toxication  of  Republican  triumphs,  was  strongly  im-  <^««  ^^ 
bued  with  democratic  principles.     This,  in  the  exist- SiT' 
ing  state  of  affairs,  was  an  assistance  of  immense  im-|^^^ 
portance.      They,  therefore,  drew  towards  Paris  a^*™- 
number  of  regiments,  twelve  thousand  strong,  from 
the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meuse,  which  were  known 
to  be  most  republican  in  their  feelings;  and  these 
troops  were  brought  within  the  circle  of  twelve  leagues 
round  the  legislative  body,  which  the  constitution  for- 
bade the  armed  force  to  cross.    Barras  wrote  to  Hoche, 
who  was  in  Holland  superintending  the  preparations 
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cuAP.   for  the  invasiou  of  Ireland,  informing  him  of  the  dan* 
^^^^'   gers  of  the  Government ;  and  he  readily  undertook  to 


1797.    support  them  with  all  his  authority.     The  miniflters 

were  changed;  Bizmuth,  minister  of  the  interior; 

Cochon,  minister  of  police ;  Petit,  minister  of  war ; 

Lacroix,  minister  of  foreign  affitirs ;  and  Truguet,  of 

marine;  who  were  all  suspected  of  inclining  to  the 

party  of  the  Councils,  were  suddenly  dismissed.    In 

their  place  were  substituted  Francois  de  Neufchateao* 

in  the  ministry  of  the  interior ;  Hoche,  in  that  of  war ; 

Lenoir  Larouche,  in  that  of  the  police ;  and  TaUey** 

rand  in  that  of  foreign  affiiirs.     The  strong  sagacity 

of  this  last  politician,  led  him  to  incline,  in  all  the 

changes  of  the  Revolution,  to  what  was  about  to  prove 

the  victorious  side ;  and  his  accepting  office  under  the 

Directory  at  this  crisis,  was  strongly  symptomatic  of 

the  chances  which  were  accumulating  in  their  favour. 

Carnot,  from  this  moment,  became  convinced  that  hifl 

*  Qunot,    ruin  had  been  determined  on  by  his  colleagues.  Barras 

Sc*x>^'  and  Lareveillere  had  long  borne  him  a  secret  grudgie^ 

01,07.  Th.  which  sprung  from  his  having  signed  the  warrant,  dur- 

dio^^iign.  iiig  the  Reign  of  Terror,  for  the  arrest  of  Danton*  who 

1. 424.       ^03  ^}yQ  leader  of  their  party .^ 

Barras  and  Hoche  kept  up  an  active  correspondence 
Heararat  with  Napoleou,  whoso  co-operation  was  of  so  much 
lion^^e  importance  to  secure  the  success  of  their  enterprize. 
"^"^ort  th  ^^  ^^  strongly  urged  by  the  Directory  to  come  to 
Repubii-  Paris  and  support  the  Government;  while,  on  the 
for  that^  other  hand,  his  intimate  friends  advised  him  to  pro- 
^*^TT  ^^  there,  and  proclaim  himself  Dictator,  as  he  alter- 
^ette  to  wards  did  on  his  return  from  Egypt  That  he  hesi- 
^^       tated  whether  he  should  not,  even  at  that  period^  fol- 


low the  footsteps  of  Csesar,  is  avowed  by  himself;  bat 
he  judged,  probably  wisely,  that  the  period  was  not 
yet  arrived  for  putting  such  a  design  in  execution,  and 


i 
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that  the  miseries  of  a  republic  had  not  yet  been  suffi-    chap. 
ciently  experienced  to  ensure  the  success  of  an  enters      ^ 


prize  destined  for  its  overthrow.     He  was  resolved,    1797, 
however,  to  support  the  Directory,  both  because  he 
was  aware  that  the  opposite  party  had  determined 
upon  his  dismissal,  from  an  apprehension  of  the  dan- 
gers which  he  might  occasion  to  public  freedom,  and 
because  their  principles,  being  those  of  moderation  and 
peace,  were  little  likely  to  favour  his  ambitious  pro- 
jects.    Early,  therefore,  in  spring  1797,  he  sent  his  March 
aide-de-camp,  Lavalette,  who  afterwards  acquired  a^^^^' 
painful  celebrity  in  the  history  of  the  restoration,  to 
Paris,  to  observe  the  motions  of  the  parties,  and  com- 
municate to  him  the  earliest  intelligence ;  and  after- 
wards dispatched  Augereau,  a  general  of  decided  cha- 
racter, and  known  revolutionary  principles,  to  that  26th  juiy 
city  to  support  the  Government.     He  declined  coming  ^^®^' 
to  the  capital  himself,  being  unwilling  to  sully  his 
hands,  and  risk  his  reputation,  by  a  second  victory 
over  its  inhabitants ;  but  he  had  made  his  arrange-- 
ments  so,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  Directory  being  de- 
feated, he  should,  five  days  after  receiving  intelligence 
of  the  disaster,  make  his  entry  into  Lyons  at  the  head  ^  Nap.  iv. 
of  twenty  thousand  men,  and,  rallying  the  Republicans  boup.  i. ' 
every  where  to  his  standard,  advance  to  Paris,  passing  ^'^' 
thus,  like  another  Csesar,  the  Rubicon  at  the  head  of  iv.  i67. 
the  popular  party .^ 

To  awaken  the  republican  ardour  of  his  soldiers. 
Napoleon  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  the  taking  of  HiaPn?- 
the  Bastile  on  July  14th,  by  a/^fe,  on  which  occasion  to  his 
he  addressed  the  following  order  of  the  day  to  his  ^^  ^JJJ 
troops : — "  Soldiers !  This  is  the  anniversary  of  the  J^iy. 
14th  July.  You  see  before  you  the  names  of  your  com- 
panions in  arms,  who  have  died  on  the  field  of  battle  for 

VOL.  III.  E  e 
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CHAP,   the  liberty  of  their  country;  they  have  given  you  an 
^  example ;  you  owe  yourselves  to  your  country ;  you 


1797.  ^^  devoted  to  the  prosperity  of  thirty  millions  of 
Frenchmen,  to  the  glory  of  that  name  which  has  re- 
ceived such  additional  lustre  from  your  victories.  I 
know  that  you  are  profoundly  affected  at  the  misfor- 
tunes which  threaten  your  country ;  but  it  is  not  in 
any  real  danger.  The  same  men  who  have  caused  it 
to  triumph  over  Europe  in  arms,  are  ready.  Moun- 
tains separate  us  from  France.  You  will  cross  them 
with  the  rapidity^  of  the  eagle,  if  it  be  necessary,  to 
maintain  the  constitution,  to  defend  liberty,  to  protect 
the  government  of  the  Republicans.  Soldiers!  the 
Government  watches  over  the  sacred  deposit  of  the 
laws  which  it  has  received.  From  the  instant  that 
the  Royalists  show  themselves  they  have  ceased  to 
exist.  Have  no  fears  of  the  result ;  and  swear  by  the 
>  Nap.  IV.  manes  of  the  heroes  who  have  died  amongst  us  in 
Buchex  defence  of  freedom,  swear  on  our  standards  eternal 
and  Roux,  ^j^j,  ^^  ^\^q  enemics  of  the  Republic  and  of  the  consti- 

XXXVll.  ^ 

319,320.    tution."^ 

This  proclamation  proved  extremely  serviceable  to 
The  army  the  Directory.     The  flame  spread  from  rank  to  rank 
lu™^     in  the  whole  troops ;  addresses,  breathing  the  mostve- 
^®  ^^2^  hement  republican  spirit,  were  voted  by  all  the  regi- 
travagant    mcuts  aud  squadrous  of  the  army,  and  transmitted  to 
J^^h?    t^®  Directory  and  the  Councils  with  the  signatures  at- 
■oidierp.     tachod  to  them.     Many  of  these  productions  breathed 
the  extreme  rancour  of  the  Jacobin  spirit.     That  of 
the  29th  demi-brigade  commenced  with  these  words : 
— "  Of  all  the  animals  produced  by  the  caprice  of  na- 
ture, the  vilest  is  a  king,  the  most  cowardly  is  a  cour- 
tier, the  worst  is  a  priest.    If  the  scoundrels  who  dis- 
turb France  are  not  crushed  by  the  forces  you  possess, 
call  to  your  aid  the  29th  demi-brigade,  it  will  soon 


tf 
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discomfit  all  your  enemies ;  Chouans,  English,  all  will    chap. 
take  to  flight.     We  will  pursue  our  unworthy  citizens    ^^^^' 
even  into  the  chambers  of  their  worthy  patron  George    1797 
III.,  and  the  Club  of  Cliohy  will  undergo  the  fate  of 
that  of  Reney.^'     Augereau  brought  with  him  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  soldiers  of  the  Italian  army.    "  Tremble, 
Royalists  !^^  said  they ;  ^^  from  the  Adige  to  the  Seine 
is  but  a  step — ^tremble !     Your  iniquities  are  num- 
bered, and  their  reward  is  at  the  point  of  our  bayonets/^ 
'*  It  is  with  indignation,^'  said  the  staff  of  the  Italian 
army,  '*'  that  we  have  seen  the  intrigues  of  royalty 
menace  the  fabric  of  liberty.    We  have  sworn,  by  the 
manes  of  the  heroes  who  died  for  their  country,  an  im- 
placable war  to  royalty  and  royalists.     These  are  our 
sentiments ;  these  are  yours ;  these  are  those  of  the 
country.     Let  the  royalists  show  themselves;  they 
have  ceased  to  live.''     Other  addresses,  in  a  similar 
strain,  flowed  in  from  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  the 
Moselle ;   it  was  soon  evident  that  the  people  had 
chosen  for  themselves  their  masters,  and  that,  under 
the  name  of  freedom,  a  military  despotism  was  about  to 
be  established.     The  Directory  encouraged  and  pub- 
lished all  these  addresses,  which  produced  a  powerful 
impression  on  the  public  mind.     The  Councils  loudly 
exclaimed  against  these   menacing  deliberations  by 
armed  men ;  but  government,  as  their  only  reply,  drew  >  Mign.  ii. 
still  nearer  to  Paris  the  twelve  thousand  men  who  hadf^/^^*^' 
been  brought  from  Heche's  army,  and  placed  them  at  i^-  *>^- 
Versailles,  Meudon,  and  Vincennes.^  ' 

The  party  against  whom  these  formidable  prepara- 
tions were  directed,  was  strong  in  numbers  and  power-  strength  or 
ful  in  eloquence,  but  totally  destitute  of  that  reckless  ^j'^'^^ty 
hardihood  and  fearless  vigour,  which  in  civil  convul- «>""**«^ 
sions  is  usually  found  to  command  success.     Troncon-  talent  and 
Ducondray,  in  the  Council  of  the  Ancients,  drew,  in  a^"  2"^** 


436  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP,   stroxiff  and  sombre  colours,  a  picture  of  the  conse^ 
'   quences  which  would  easue  to  the  Directory  them- 


1797.  selves,  their  friends,  and  the  people  of  France,  from 
this  blind  stifliug  of  the  public  voice  by  the  threats  of 
the  armies*  In  prophetic  strains  he  annonnced  the 
commencement  of  a  reign  of  blood,  which  would  be 
closed  by  the  despotism  of  the  sword.  This  discourse, 
pronounced  in  an  intrepid  accent,  recalled  to  mind 
those  periods  of  feudal  tyranny,  when  the  victims  of 
oppression  appealed  from  the  kings  or  pontiffs,  who 
were  about  to  stifle  their  voice,  to  the  justice  of  God, 
and  summoned  their  accusers  to  answer  at  that  dread 
tribunal  for  their  earthly  injustice.  At  the  Club  of 
CHchy,  Jourdan,  Vaublanc,  and  Willot,  strongly  urged 
the  necessity  of  adopting  decisive  measures.  They 
proposed  to  decree  the  arrest  of  Barras,  Rewbell,  and 
Lareveillere ;  to  summon  Camot  and  Barthelemy  to 
the  legislative  body ;  and  if  they  refused  to  obey,  sound 
the  tocsin,  march  at  the  head  of  the  old  sectionaries 
against  the  Directory,  and  appoint  Pichegru  the  com- 
mander of  that  legal  insurrection.  That  great  gene- 
ral supported  this  energetic  course  by  his  weight  and 
authority  j  but  the  majority,  overborne,  as  the  friends 
of  order  and  freedom  often  are  in  revolutionary  con- 
vulsions, by  their  scruples  of  conscience,  or  their  inhe- 
rent timidity,  decided  against  taking  the  lead  in  acts 
of  violence,  and  resolved  only  to  decree  the  inomediate 
organization  of  the  national  guard  under  the  command 
of  Pichegru.  "  Let  us  leave  to  the  Directory,"  said 
they,  **  all  the  odium  of  beginning  violence.**'  Sage 
advice,  if  they  had  been  combating  an  enemy  capable 
of  being  swayed  by  considerations  of  justice,  but  fatal 

X  Mign.  ii.  ^^  presence  of  enterprising  ambition,  supported  by  the 

*?''-^^<5-,  weight  of  military  power.^ 

The  actual  force  at  the  command  of  the  Councils 
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was  extremely  small.     Their  body-guard  consisted    chap. 

•  XXIV 

only  of  fifteen  hundred  grenadiers,  who  could  not  be [_ 

relied  on,  as  the  event  soon  proved,  in  a  contest  with    1797. 
their  brethren  in  arms ;  the  national  guard  were  dis-  slender 
banded,  and  without  a  rallying  point ;  the  Royalists  ^^^ 
scattered,  and  destitute  of  organization.     They  had  their  com- 
placed  their  little  guard  under  the  orders  of  their  own  ™^'i2a. 
officers ;  and  on  the  17th  Fructidor,  when  both  Coun- ^^Jl^^^^*'* 
cils  had  decreed  the  organization  of  the  national  Guarf  de- 
guard  under  Pichegru,  this  was  to  have  been  followed  coundL  * 
on  the  next  day,  by  a  decree,  directing  the  removal  \7th  Fmc- 
of  the  troops  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.     But  3. 
a  sense  of  their  weakness  in  such  a  strife  filled  every 
breast  with  gloomy  presentiments.     Pichegru  alone 
retained  his  wonted  firmness  and  serenity  of  mind. 
The  Directory,  on  the  other  hand,  had  recourse  to 
immediate  violence.     They  appointed  Augereau,  re- 
markable for  his  democratic  principles,  decision  of 
character,  and  rudeness  of  manners,  to  the  command 
of  the  17th  military  division,  comprehending  the  en- 
virons of  Paris,  and  that  city.     In  the  night  of  the 
17th  Fructidor  (September  3),  they  moved  all  the 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood  into  the  capital,  and  the 
inhabitants  at  midnight  beheld,  with  breathless  anx- 
iety, twelve  thousand  armed  men   defile  in  silence 
over  the  bridges,  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
occupy  all  the  avenues  to  the  Tuileries.     Not  a  sound  *  Lac.  xiv. 

•  88  91 

was  to  be  heard  but  the  marching  of  the  men,  and  Mign.  u. 
the  rolling  of  the  artillery,  till  the  Tuileries  were  s^r-^^^^j^^ 
rounded,  when  a  signal  gun  was  discharged,  which  and  roux, 
made  every  heart  that  heard  it  beat  with  agitation.^    343J36O. 

Instantly  the  troops  approached  the  gates,  and  com- 
manded them  to  be  thrown  open.  Murmurs  arose 
among  the  guards  of  the  Councils  i   "  We  are  not 
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CHAP.   Swiss,"  exclaimed  some ;  "  We  were  wounded  by  the 
Royalists  on  the  13th  Vend6miaire,"  rejoined  others* 


1797,    Ramel,  their  faithful  commander,  who  had  receiyed 
Violent      intelligence  of  the  coup  cCetat  which  was  approaching, 
^^th^i-  ^^  ^^S^^  hundred  men  stationed  at  all  the  entrances 
rectory,     of  the  palaco,  aud  the  remainder  in  order  of  battle  in 
rotmd'i^e   the  court ;  the  railings  were  closed,  and  every  pre- 
TuUeries    paratj^jn  made  for  resistance.     But  no  sooner  did  the 
troop?.       gtaff  of  Augereau  appear  at  the  gates,  than  the  sol- 
of  the  18th  diers  of  Ramel  exclaimed,  "  Vive  Augereau !  Vive  le 
iructidor.  Directoiro !"  and  seizing  their  commander,  delivered 
him  over  to  the  assailants.     Augereau  now  traversed 
the  garden  of  the  Tuileries,  surrounded  the  hall  of 
the  Councils,  arrested  Pichegru,  Willot,  and  twelve 
other  leaders  of  the  Legislative  Assemblies,  and  con- 
ducted them  to  the  Temple.     The  members  of  the 
Councils,  who  hurried  in  confusion  to  the  spot,  were 
seized  and  imprisoned  by  the  soldiers.     Those  who 
were  previously  aware  of  the  plot,  met  by  appoint- 
ment in  the  Od6on  and  the  School  of  Medicine,  near 
the  Luxembourg,  where  they  gave  themselves  out, 
though  a  small  minority,  for  the  Legislative  Assem- 
blies of  France.     Barthelemy  was  at  the  same  lime 
arrested  by  a  body  of  troops  dispatched  by  Augereau, 
and  Camot  narrowly  avoided  the  same  fate  by  making 
1  Mign.  ii.  his  escape,  almost  without  clothing,  by  a  back  door. 
i^!lfv.'    By  s^^  o'clock  in  the  morning  all  was  concluded. 
Th^^'^o  "S®^®^^^  hundred  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  party 
S93.  Bour!  of  the  Couucils  were  in  prison ;  and  the  people,  wakeu- 
De^stoe^  *' i^g  from  their  sleep,  found  the  streets  filled  with 
^'    ..     troops,  the  walls   covered  with   proclamations,  and 
184, 1*85.'    military  despotism  established.^ 

The  first  object  of  the  Directory  was,  to  produce 
an  impression  on  the  public  mind  unfavourable  to  the 
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majority  of  the  Councils  whom  they  had  overturned,    chap. 
For  this  purpose,  they  covered  the  streets  of  Paris '_ 


early  in  the  morning  with  proclamations,  in  which    1797. 
they  announced  the  discovery  and  defeat  of  a  Royalist  Paidve 
plot,  the  treason  of  Pichegru,  and  many  members  of  ^^^"*^ 
the  Councils,  and  that  the  Luxembourg  had  been  at-  people. 
tailed  by  them  during  the  night.    At  the  same  time, 
they  published  a  letter  of  General  Moreau,  in  which 
the  correspondence  of  Pichegru  with  the  emigrant 
[^oes  was  detailed,  and  a  letter  from  the  Prince  of 
Cond^  to  Imbert,  one  of  the  Ancients.     The  streets 
were  filled  with  crowds,  who  read  in  silence  the  pro- 
clamations.    Mere  spectators  of  a  strife  in  which  they 
had  taken  no  part,  they  testified  neither  joy  nor  sor- 
row at  the  event.     A  few  detached  groups,  issuing 
from  the  Faubourgs,  traversed  the  streets,  exclaim- 
ing, "  Vive  la  Republique !   A  has  les  Aristocrates ! " 
Bat  the  people,  in  general,  were  as  passive  as  in  a 
despotic  state.     The  minority  of  the  Councils,  who 
were  in  the  interest  of  the  Directory,  continued  their 
meetings  in  the  Od6on  and  the  School  of  Medicine ;  >  xh.  ix. 
but  their  inconsiderable   numbers  demonstrated  80^42^^^^* 
clearly  the  violence  done  to  the  constitution,  that  they  ^?^-   ^• 
did  not  venture  on  any  resolution  at  their  first  sitting,  Buchez 
but  one  authorizing  the  continuance  of  the  troops  in  ^^v^^' 

Paris.^  351,366. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Directory  sent  them 
a  message  in  these  terms  : — "  The  18th  Fructidor  Address  of 
should  have   saved  the  Republic   and'  its  real  re- tory  to^the 
presentatives.     Have  you  not  observed  yesterday  the  ^»*»<5*^- 
tranquillity  of  the  people,  and  their  joy?     This  is 
the  19th,  and  the  people  ask.  Where  is  the  Republic ; 
and  what  have  the  legislative  body  done  to  consolidate 
it?    The  eyes  of  the  country  are  fixed  upon  you ;  the 
decisive  moment  has  come.     If  you  hesitate  in  the 
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CHAP,   measures  you  are  to  adopt,  if  you  delay  a  minute  in 
^^^^*   declaring  yourselves,  it  is  all  over  both  with  yourselves 


1797.  ^^^  ^^^  Republic.  The  conspirators  have  watched 
while  you  were  slumbering;  your  silence  restored 
their  audacity;  they  misled  public  opinion  by  infa- 
mous libels,  while  the  journalists  of  the  Bourbons  and 
London  never  ceased  to  distribute  their  poisons.  The 
conspirators  already  speak  of  punishing  the  Republi- 
cans for  the  triumph  which  they  have  commenced ; 
and  can  you  hesitate  to  purge  the  soil  of  France  of 
that  smsJll  body  of  Royalists,  who  are  only  waiting 
for  the  moment  to  tear  in  pieces  the  Republic,  and  to 
devour  yourselves.  You  are  on  the  edge  of  a  volcano ; 
it  is  about  to  swallow  you  up ;  you  have  it  in  year 
power  to  close  it,  and  yet  you  deliberate  !  To-mor- 
row it  will  be  too  late :  the  slightest  indecision  would 
now  ruin  the  Republic.  You  will  be  told  of  princi- 
ples, of  delays,  of  the  pity  due  to  individuals;  but 
how  false  would  be  the  principles,  how  ruinous  the 
delays,  how  misplaced  the  pity,  which  should  mislead 
the  legislative  body  from  its  duty  to  the  Republic  I 
The  Directory  have  devoted  themselves  to  put  in 
your  hands  the  means  of  saving  France ;  but  it  was 
entitled  to  expect  that  you  would  not  hesitate  to  seize 
them.  They  believed  that  you  were  sincerely  attached 
to  freedom  and  the  Republic,  and  that  you  would  not 
be  afraid  of  the  consequences  of  that  first  step.  If 
the  friends  of  kings  find  in  you  their  protectors,— if 
slaves  excite  your  sympathy — ^if  you  delay  an  instant 
-^it  is  all  over  with  the  liberty  of  France ;  the  con- 
stitution is  overturned,  and  you  may  at  once  proclaim 
to  the  friends  of  their  country  that  the  hour  of  royalty 
has  struck.  But  if,  as  they  believe,  you  recoil  with 
horror  from  that  idea,  seize  the  passing  moment,  be- 
come the  liberators  of  your  country,  and  secure  for 
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€ver  its  prosperity  and  glory.*'     This  pressing  mes-   chap. 
sage  sufficiently  demonstrates  the  need  which  the  Di-        ^^' 


rectory  had  of  some  legislative  authority  to  sanction    1797. 
their  dictatorial  proceedings.     The  remnant  of  the 
Councils  yielded  to  necessity ;  a  council  of  five  was 
appointed,   with  instructions  to    prepare  a   law   of  ^  Th.  ix. 
public  safety  J  and  that  proved  a  decree  of  ostracism,  ziv.' 94,  od. 
which  condenmed  to  transportation  almost  all  the^^-"- 
noblest  citizens  of  France.^ 

Following  the  recommendation  of  that  conmiittee, 
the  Councils,   by  a  stretch  of  power,  annulled  the  ^jmumicti 
elettions  of  forty^ight  departments,  which  formed  a^f'ST 
majority  of  the  legislative  bodies,  and  condemned  to  ^g°^^_*' 
transportation  to  Guiana,  Camot^  Barthelemy,  Piche-  ciis. 
gru,   Camille-Jourdan,    Troncon-Ducondray,    Henry 
Lariviere,  Imbert,  Boissy  d'Anglas,  Willot,  Cochon, 
Ramel,   Meranda,  and  fifty  other  members  of  the 
legislative  body.     Merlin  and  Francois  de  Neufcha- 
teau,  were  named  Directors,  in  lieu  of  those  who  were 
exiled.     The  Directory  carried  on  the  government 
thereafter  by  the  mere  force  of  military  power,  with- 
out even  the  shadow  of  legal  authority ;  the  places  of 
the  expelled  deputies  were  not  filled  up,  but  the  as- 
semblies left  in  their  mutilated  state,  without  either 
consideration  or  independence.     Three  men,  without 
the  aid  of  ^historical  recollections,  without  the  lustre 
of  victory,  took  upon  themselves  to  govern  France  on 
their  own  account,  without  either  the  support  of  the 
law,  or  the  concourse  of  legal  assemblies.     Their  "Mign.ii. 
public  acts  soon  became  as  violent  as  the  origin  of^^^-^^^^- 
their  power  had  been  illegal.     The  revolutionary  laws  299.   Lac. 
against  the  priests  and  fhe  emigrants  were  revived,  ^A^" 
and  ere  long  the  whole  of  those  persons  who  had  ruled  1^^^, 
in  the  departments  since  the  fall  of  Robespierre,  were  *nd  roux 
either  banished   or   dispossessed  of  their  authority.^36^,a82. 
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CHAP.    The  Revolution  of  the  18th  Fnictidor,  was  not,  like 
^^^^-   the  victory  of  the  13th  Vend^miaire,  confined  to  the 


r 


1797.  capital;  it  extended  to  the  whole  departments,  re- 
vived every  where  the  Jacobin  ascendraicy,  and  gnb- 
jected  the  people  over  all  France  to  the  rnle  of  the 
army  and  the  revolutionary  leaders. 

The  next  step  of  the  Dictators  was  to  extingoiBh 
ExUneUon  the  hbeity  of  the  press.     For  this  purpose  a  second 
iftmT  of  proscription  was  published,  which  included  the  authors, 
th«Pre«.  editors,  printers,  and  contributors  to  forty-two  jour- 
forwiaa    nals.    As  eight  or  ten  persons  were  included  in  the 
Bo^iit    devoted  number  for  each  journal,  this  act  of  despotism 
i*^"'      embraced  nearly   four   hundred  individuals,  among 
whom  were  to  be  found  all  the  literary  genius  of 
France.    La  Harpe,  Fontanes,  and  Sicard,  though 
spared  by  the  assassins  of  the  2d  September,  were 
struck  by  this  despotic  act,  as  were  Michaux  and 
Lacretelle,  the  latter  of  whom  composed,  during  a 
captivity  of  two  years,  his  admirable  history  of  the 
religious  ware  in  France.     At  the  same  time  the 
press  was  subjected  to  the  censorship  of  the  police; 
while  the  punishment  of  exiled  priests  found  in  the 
territory  of  France,  was  extended  to  bunqwrtataon 
to  Guiana ;  a  penalty  worse  than  death  itself.    From 
the  multitude  of  their  ct^ves,  the  Directory  at  &ni 
selected  fifteen,  upon  whom  the  full  rigour  of  trans- 
portation should  be  inflicted.    These  were  Barthelemj, 
Fichegm  and  Willot,  Rovere,  Aubry,   Bourdon  dc 
'  dnwt'*  L'Oise,  Muriuais,  De  la  Rue,  Ramel,  Doesonviile, 
sia,    i^v.  Troncon-Ducondray,  Barbe-Marbois,  Lafond-Ladelat 
il"J^v.    (though  the  three  last  were  sincere   Republicans), 
103.  Mjgn.  Brottier,  and  Laville  Heumois ;  their  unmber  was 
Buch^      augmented  to  sixteen  by  the  devotion  of  Letellier, 
' "'  ~    scn-unt  of  Barthelemy,  who  insisted  upon  following 
bis  master.'     Carnot  was  only  saved  from  the  same 
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{ate  by  having  escaped  to  Geneva.     ^^  In  the  Direc-   chap. 
tory,"  says  he,  "  I  had  contributed  to  save  the  Re-    ^^^^' 


public  from  many  dangers ;  the  proscription  of  the    1797. 
18th  Fructidor  was  my  reward.     I  knew  well  that  re- 
pablics  were  ungrateftil ;  but  I  did  not  know,  till  I 
learned  it  from  my  own  experience,  that  republicans 
were  so  much  so  as  they  proved  to  me/' 

The  transported  victims  were  conveyed,  amidst  the 
execrations  of  the  Jacobin  mob,  to  Rochefort,  from  cruei  fate 
whence  they  were  sent  to  Guiana.  Before  embark-  exiul 
ing,  they  received  a  touching  proof  of  sympathy  in  the 
gift  of  80,000  francs,  by  the  widow  of  an  illustrious 
scientific  character,  who  had  been  one  of  the  earliest 
victims  of  the  Revolution.  On  the  road  they  were 
lodged  in  the  jails  as  conmion  felons.  During  the 
voyage  they  underwent  every  species  of  horror ;  coop- 
ed up  in  the  hold  of  a  small  vessel,  under  a  tropical 
sun,  they  were  subjected  to  all  the  sufferings  of  a  slave- 
ship.  No  sooner  were  they  landed,  than  they  were 
almost  all  seized  with  the  fevers  of  the  climate,  and 
owed  their  lives  to  the  heroic  devotion  of  the  Sisters 
of  Charity,  who,  on  that  pestilentickl  shore,  exercised 
the  never*failing  beneficence  of  their  religion.  Muri- 
oais,  one  of  the  Council  of  the  Ancients,  died  shortly 
after  arriving  at  the  place  of  their  settlement  at  Si- 
nimari.  Trocon-Ducondray  pronounced  a  funeral  ora- 
tion over  his  remains,  which  his  fellow-exiles  interred 
with  their  own  hands,  from  the  words,  "  By  the  wa- 
ters of  Babylon  we  sat  down  and  wept."  Soon  after, 
the  eloquent  panegyrist  himself  expired.  He  calmly 
breathed  his  last,  rejoicing  on  that  distant  shore  that 
he  had  been  faithful  in  his  duty  to  the  royal  family. 
"  It  is  nothing  new  to  mc,"  said  he,  "  to  see  suffering, 
and  learn  how  it  can  be  borne.  I  have  seen  the  Queeu 
at  the  Conciergerie."     The  hardships  of  the  life  to 
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CHAP,   which  they  were  there  subjected,  the  diseases  of  that 
^^^^*    pestilential  climate,  and  the  heats  of  a  tropical  sun, 


1797.  speedily  proved  fatal  to  the  greater  number  of  the 
» Lac.  xiT.  unhappy  exiles,  Pichegru  survived  the  dangers,  and 
i?8'  i2j'  ^^  placed  in  a  hut  adjoining  that  of  Billaud  Varen- 
Th.ix.3be.nes  and  CoUot  D'Herbois,  whom,  after  the  fall  of 
ai^  Roux,  Robespierre,  he  had  arrested  by  orders  of  the  Conven- 
401^4  *^^^ '  ^  singular  instance  of  the  instability  of  fortune 
amidst  revolutionary  changes/ 

Pichegru,  Willot,  Barthelemy,  Aubry,  Ramel,  and 
Escape  of  DossouviUc,  with  the  faithful  Letellier,  their  volun- 
from**^  tary  companion  in  exile,  contrived,  some  months  after, 
Guiana.  ^^  make  their  escape ;  and  after  undergoing  extreme 
hardships,  and  traversing  almost  impervious  forests, 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  beach,  from  whence  they 
were  conveyed  to  Surinam  in  an  open  canoe.  Aubry 
and  Letellier  perished;  but  the  remainder  reached 
England  in  safety.  The  Abb6  Brottier,  Bourdon 
de  L'Oise,  and  Rovere,  both  illustrious  from  their  ser- 
vices on  the  9th  Thermidor,  sunk  under  their  suflFer- 
ings  at  Sinimari.  The  wife  of  the  latter,  a  young 
and  beautiful  woman,  who  had  signalized  herself,  like 
Madame  Tallien,  by  her  generous  efforts  at  the  fall  of 
Robespierre  in  behalf  of  humanity,  solicited  and  ob- 
tained from  the  Directory,  permission  to  join  her  hus- 
band in  exile ;  but  before  she  landed  on  that  pestilen- 
tial region,  he  had  breathed  his  last.  Several  hun- 
dreds of  the  clergy,  victims  of  their  fidelity  to  the  faith 
of  their  fathers,  arrived  in  these  regions  of  death; 
but  they  almost  all  perished  within  a  few  months  after 
their  landing,  exhibiting  the  constancy  of  martyrs  on 
that  distant  shore,  while  the  hymns  of  the  new  wor- 
ship were  sung  in  France  by  crowds  of  abandoned 
women,  and  the  satellites  of  Jacobin  ferocity.  The 
strong  minds  and   robust  frames  of  Barbe-Marboi?, 
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and  Lafond-Ladebat,  alone  survived  the  suflferinffs  of   chap. 

two  years;  and  these,  with  eight  of  the  transported '_ 

priests,  were  all  who  were  recalled  to  France  by  the    1797. 
humane  interposition  of  Napoleon  when  he  assumed  1  Lac.  xiv. 
the  reins  of  power.^  ^^r^'soe. 

Meanwhile  the  Directory  pursued  with  vigour  des- 
potic measures  in  France.  A  large  proportion  of  the  vigorous 
judges  in  the  supreme  courts  were  dismissed ;  the  in-SmM^ 
stitution  of  juries  abolished;  and  a  new  and  more ^fJ^J^^^* 
rigorous  law  provided  for  the  banishment  of  the  nobles 
and  priests.  It  was  proposed  that  those  who  disobeyed 
or  evaded  its  enactment,  should  become  liable  to  trans- 
portation to  Guiana ;  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the 
nobles  who  were  married  were  not  exempted  from  this 
enactment,  unless  they  divorced  their  husbands,  and 
married  citizens  of  plebeian  birth.  But  a  more  lenient 
law,  which  only  subjected  them  to  additional  penalties 
if  they  remained,  was  adopted  by  the  Councils.  Two 
hundred  thousand  persons  at  once  fell  under  the  lash 
of  these  severe  enactments ;  their  eflfect  upon  France 
was  to  the  last  degree  disastrous.  The  miserable  emi- 
grants fled  a  second  time  in  crowds  from  the  country, 
of  which  they  were  beginning  to  taste  the  sweets ;  and 
society,  which  was  reviving  from  the  horrors  of  the 
Jacobin  sway,  was  again  prostrated  under  its  fury. 
They  carried  with  them  to  foreign  lands  that  strong 
and  inextinguishable  hatred  at  republican  cruelty 
which  their  own  wrongs  had  excited,  and  mingling  in 
society  every  where,  both  on  the  continent  and  in  the  t  D»Abr.  m. 
British  isles,  counteracted  in  the  most  powerful  man- 324.   De 

Sta^l  ii 

ner  the  enthusiasm  in  favour  of  democratic  principles,  is?. '  i^ 
and  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  formation  of  that  f^^  ^KUffd. 
powerful  league  which  ultimately  led  to  the  overthrow  »▼•  ^23. 
of  the  republican  principles.'    Finally,  the  Councils  ix.  321. 
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CHAP,   openly  avowed  a  national  bankruptcy;  they  cut  off 
XXIV.    £^j,  ^^^j,  two-thirds  of  thq  national  debt  of  France ; 


1797.  closing  thus  a  sanguinary  revoluticm  by  the  extinc- 
tiou  of  freedom,  the  banishment  of  virtue,  and  the 
violation  of  public  faith. 

The  Revolution  of  the  18th  Fructidor  had  been 

concerted  between  Napoleon  and  Barras  long  before 

it  took  place ;  the  former  was  the  real  author  of  this 

This  rero-  catastrophe,  and  this  is  admitted  even  by  his  warmest 

preXiuay  admirers.^     Augereau  informed  him,  a  month  before, 

^th^N^  that  he  had  opened  to  the  Directory  the  designs  of 

leon.         the  revolutionary  party;  that  he  Tiad  been  named 

»  D' Abr.  ii.  Governor  of  Paris ;  and  that  the  dismissal  of  all  the 

civil  and  military  authorities  was  fixed.     Lavalette 

made  him  acquainted  daily  with  the  progress  of  the 

intrigue  in  the  capital.     The  former  was  sent  by  him 

*  See  the    to  Carry  it  into  execution.^     He  was  accordingly 

letters  in 

Boor.  i« 

234, 263.  *  On  the  24th  June  1797,  the  minority  of  the  Diroetoiy  wrote  to 
Napoleon,  unknown  to  Barthelemy  and  Carnot : — "  We  have  recelTed, 
citizen-general^  with  extreme  satisfaction,  the  marked  proofs  of  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  freedom  which  jou  hare  recently  giren.  Tou  maj 
rely  on  the  most  entire  reciprocity  on  our  parts.  We  accept  with  plea- 
sure the  offers  you  have  made  to  fly  to  the  support  of  the  Republic"  On 
the  22d  July^  Lavalette  wrote  to  Napoleon, ''  This  morning  I  have  seen 
Barras.  He  appeared  strongly  excited  at  what  has  passed.  He  made 
no  attempt  to  conceal  the  Division  in  the  Directory.  '  We  shall  hold 
firm/  said  he  to  me ;  *  and  if  we  are  denounced  by  the  Councils,  then 
we  shaU  mount  on  horseback.'  He  frequently  repeated  that,  in  their 
present  crisis,  money  would  be  of  incalculable  importance.  I  made  te 
him  your  proposition,  which  he  accepted  with  transport.*'  Barras,  on 
his  part,  on  the  23d  July,  wrote  to  Napoleon — **  No  delay.  Consider 
well,  that  it  is  by  the  aid  of  money  alone  that  I  can  accomplish  your 
generous  intentions."  Lavalette  wrote  on  the  same  day  to  Napoleon, 
"  Your  proposition  has  been  brought  on  the  tapis  between  Barras,  Bew- 
bell,  and  Beveillere.  All  are  agreed  that  without  money  we  cannot 
surmount  the  crisis.  They  confidently  hope  that  you  will  send  large 
sums.''  On  the  28th  July,  Lavalette  again  wrote  to  him,  "  The  mino- 
rity of  the  Directory  still  cling  to  hopes  of  an  accommodation;  the 
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tranBported  with  joy  when  he  received  intelligence  of   chap. 
the  success  of  the  enterprise.     But  these  feelings  were    ^^^^* 


speedily  changed  into  discontent  at  the  accounts  of  the    1797. 

majority  will  perish  rather  than  make  any  further  concessiona.  It  sees 
clearly  the  abyss  which  is  opening  beneath  its  feet.  Such,  howeyer,  is 
the  fatal  destiny  of  Camot,  or  the  weakness  of  his  character,  that  he 
has  now  become  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  monarchical  party,  as  he  was 
of  the  Jacobins.  He  wishes  to  temporize."  On  the  3d  August,  "  Every 
thing  here  remains  in  the  same  state :  Ghreat  preparations  for  an  attack 
hf  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred ;  corresponding  measures  of  defence  by 
the  Directory.  Borras  says  openly,  '  I  am  only  waiting  for  the  decree 
of  accusation  to  mount  on  horseback,  and  speedily  their  heads  will  roU 
in  the  gutter.' "  On  the  16th  August,  Lavalette  wrote  to  Napoleon 
these  remarkable  words :  ^  At  last  I  have  torn  away  the  veil  this  mom- 
ing  from  the  Directory.  Only  attend  to  what  Banras  told  me  yesterday 
eTening.  The  subject  was  the  negotiations  in  Italy.  Camot  pretended 
that  Napoleon  was  in  too  advantageous  a  situation,  when  he  signed  the 
preliminaries,  to  be  obliged  to  agree  to  conditions  by  which  he  could  not 
abide  in  the  end.  Barras  defended  Bonaparte,  and  said  to  Camot : '  Yon 
are  nothing  but  a  vile  miscreant ;  you  have  sold  the  Republic,  and  you 
wish  to  murder  those  who  defend  it,  infamous  scoundrel !'  Camot  an- 
swered, with  an  embarrassed  air — '  I  despise  your  insinuations ;  but  one 
day  I  shall  answer  them.' " 

Augereau  wrote  on  the  12th  August  to  Napoleon : — "  Things  remain 
much  in  the  same  state ;  the  Clichians  have  resumed  their  vacillating 
and  uncertain  policy ;  they  do  not  count  so  much  as  heretofore  on  Car- 
not,  and  openly  complain  of  the  weakness  of  Pichegru.  The  agitation 
of  these  gentlemen  is  extreme ;  for  my  part,  I  observe  them,  and  keep 
incessantly  stimulating  the  Directory,  for  the  decisive  moment  has  evi- 
dently arrived,  and  they  see  that  as  weU  as  I  do.  Nothing  is  more  cer- 
tain, than  tbaty  if  the  public  mind  is  not  essentially  changed  before  the 
s^iproaching  Sections,  every  thing  is  lost,  and  a  dvil  war  remains  bb 
onr  last  resource."  On  the  31st  August,  Lavalette  informed  him,  *'  At 
length  the  movement  so  long  expected  is  about  to  take  place.  To-mor- 
row night  the  Directory  will  arrest  fifteen  or  twenty  deputies ;  I  pre- 
sume ihere  will  be  no  resistance."  And  on  the  3d  September,  "  Au- 
gereau wrote  to  him — "  At  last,  general,  my  nUstion  it  accomplished!  the 
promises  of  the  army  of  Italy  have  been  kept  last  night.  The  Direc- 
tory was  at  length  induced  to  act  with  vigour.  At  midnight  I  put  all 
the  troops  in  motion ;  before  daybreak  all  the  bridges  and  principal 
points  in  the  city  were  occupied,  the  legislature  surrounded,  and  the 
members,  whose  names  are  enclosed,  arrested  and  sent  to  the  Temple. 
Camot  has  disappeared.  Paris  regards  the  crisis  only  as  a  /fu  ;  the 
robust  patriotic  workmen  of  the  faubourgs  loudly  proclaim  the  salva- 
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CHAP,   use  which  the  govemment  made  of  their  victory.    He 
'_  easily  perceived  that  the  excessive  severity  which  they 


1797.    employed,  and  the  indulgence  of  private  spleen  which 
appeared  in  the  choice  of  their  victims,  would  alienate 
'  Bcmr.  i.    public  opiniou,  and  run  an  imminent  risk  of  bringing 
back  the  odious  Jacobin  rule.^ 

He  has  expressed  in  his  Memoirs  the  strongest 
But  he  u    opinion  on  this  subject.     "  It  mijcrht  have  been  right," 
with  the     says  he,  "  to  deprive  Camot,  Barthelemy,  and  the 
theym^  fifty  deputies,  of  their  appointment,  and  put  them 
of  their      under  surveillance  in   some   cities   in   the  interior; 
Pichegru,  Willot,  Imbert,  Colonne,  and  one  or  two 
others,  might  justly  have  expiated  their  treason  on 
the  scaffold ;  but  to  see  men  of  great  talent,  such  as 
Portalis,  Troncon-Ducondray,  Fontanes;    tried  pa- 
triots, such  as  Boissy  d^  Anglas,  Dumolard,  Murinais ; 
supreme  magistrates,  such  as  Camot  and  Barthelemy, 
condemned,  without  either  trial  or  accusation,  to  perish 
in  the  marshes  of  Sinimari,  was  frightful.     What !  to 
punish  with  transportation  a  number  of  writers  of 
pamphlets,  who  deserved  only  contempt  and  a  trifling 
correction,  was  to  renew  the  proscriptions  of  the  Ro- 
man triumvirs ;  it  was  to  act  more  cruelly  than  Fou- 
quier  Tinville,  since  he  at  least  put  the  accused  on 
their  trial,  and  condemned  them  only  to  death.    All 
the  armies,  all  the  people,  were  for  a  Republic ;  state 
,  jj     j^    necessity  could  not  be  alleged  in  favour  of  so  revolt- 
233, 234.    ing.  an  injustice,  so  flagrant  a  violation  of  the  laws 
335.    "     and  rights  of  the  citizens."* 

tion  of  the  Bepublic."  FinaUy,  on  the  23d  September  iTdTy  Napoleon 
wrote  in  the  foUowing  terms  to  Angerean :  "  The  whole  army  applaods 
the  wisdom  and  energy  which  you  have  displayed  in  this  crisis,  and  has 
rejoiced  sincerely  at  the  success  of  the  patriots.  It  is  only  to  be  hoped 
now  that  moderation  and  wisdom  will  guide  your  steps :  that  h  the 
most  ardent  wish  of  my  heart." — Bourriennb,  i.  235,  250,  266,  and 
Hard.  iv.  508,  518. 
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Independently  of  the  instability  of  any  government    chap. 

which  succeeds  to  so  stonny  a  period  as  that  of  the '_ 

Revolution,  the  constitution  of  France  under  the    1797. 
Directory  contained  an  inherent  defect,  which  must  Fatal  de- 
sooner  or  later  have  occasioned  its  fall.     This  was^^ti^* 
ably  pointed  out  from  its  very  commencement  hy^J'^®*' 
Neckar/  and  consisted  in  the  complete  separation  of  1  xeckar, 
the  executive  from  the  legislative  power.     In  consti-J[*?^"^' 
tutional  monarchies,  when  a  difference  of  opinion  on  tion,  iy. 
any  vital  subject  arises  between  the  executive  and  the  de^sfca«i!*u. 
legislature,  the  obvious  mode  of  arranging  it  is  by  a^^^»"^- 
dissolution  of  the  latter,  and  a  new  appeal  to  the 
people ;  and  whichever  party  the  electors  incline  to, 
becomes  victorious  in  the  strife.     But  the  French 
Councils,  being  altogether  independent  of  the  Direc- 
tory, and  undergoing  a  change  every  two  years  of  a 
third  of  their  members,  become  shortly  at  variance 
with  the  executive ;  and  the  latter,  being  composed  of 
ambitious  men,  unwilling  to  resign  the  power  they 
had  acquired,  had  no  alternative  but  to  invoke  mili- 
tary violence  for  its  support.     This  is  a  matter  of 
vital  importance,  and  lying  at  the  very  foundation  of 
a  mixed  government :  unless  the  executive  possesses 
the  power  of  dissolving,  by  legal  means,  the  legisla- 
ture, the  time  must  inevitably  come,  when  it  will  dis- 
perse them  by  force.     This  is,  in  an  especial  manner, 
to  be  looked  for  when  a  nation  is  emerging  from  re- 
volutionary convulsions ;  as  so  many  individuals  are 
there  implicated  by  their  crimes  in  supporting  the 
revolutionary  regime,  and  a  return  to  moderate  or 
legal  measures  is  so  much  dreaded,  from  the  retribu- 
tion which  they  may  occasion  to  past  delinquents. 

Though  France  suffered  extremely  from  the  usur* 
patiou  which  overthrew  its  electoral  government,  and 

VOL.  III.  F  f 
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CHAP,   substituted  the  empire  of  force  for  tbe  chimeras  of 
'_  democraxjy,  there  seems  no  reason  to  believe  that  a 


1797.    more  just  or  equitable  government  could  at  that  period 
A  more      have  been  substituted  in  its  room.     The  party  of  the 
eqmtabie    Couucils,  though  formidable  from  its  union  and  its 
mentwas    abilities,  was  composed  of  such  heterogeneous  mate- 
po^biTin  rials,  that  it  could  not  by  possibility  have  held  to- 
Fmnce.      gethor  if  the  external  danger  of  the  Directory  had 
been  removed.  Pichegru,  Imbert,  Brottier,  and  others, 
were  in  constant  correspondence  with  the  exiled  prin- 
ces, and  aimed  at  the  restoration  of  a  constitutional 
1  See  Boar,  throne.^     Camot,  Rovere,  Bourdon  de  L'Oise,  and 
i.  Append,  ^j^^  majority  of  the  Club  of  Clichy,  were  sincerely  at- 
tached to  Republican  institutions.      Dissension  was 
inevitable  between  parties  of  such  opposite  principles, 
when  they  had  once  prevailed  over  their  immediate 
enemies.     The  nation  was  not  then  in  the  state  to 
settle  down  under  a  constitutional  monarchy;  it  re- 
quired to  be  drained  of  its  fiery  spirits  by  bloody 
wars,  and  humbled  in  its  pride  by  national  disaster, 
before  it  could  submit  to  the  coercion  of  passion,  and 
follow  the  regular  occupations  essential  to  the  dura- 
tion of  real  freedom. 

The  18th  Fructidor  is  the  true  era  of  the  commence- 
This  is  the  mcut  of  military  despotism  in  France,  and  as  such,  it 
roencenMnt  ^s  Singularly  instructivc  as  to  the  natural  tendency  and 
a!!r*ti^  just  punishment  of  revolutionary  passions.     The  sub- 
in  France,  soqucut  government  of  the  country  was  but  a  succes- 
sion of  illegal  usurpations  on  the  part  of  the  deposi- 
taries of  power,  in  which  the  people  had  no  share,  and 
by  which   their  rights  were  equally  invaded,  until 
tranquillity  was  restored  by  the  vigorous  hand  of  Na- 
poleon.    The  French  have  not  the  excuse,  in  the  loss 
even  of  the  name  of  freedom  to  their  country,  that 
tlicy  yielded  to  the  ascendency  of  an  extraordinary 
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man,  and  bent  beneath  the  car  which  banded  £urope    chap. 

was  unable  to  arrest.     They  were  subjected  to  tyranny ]_ 

in  its  worst  and  most  degrading  form ;  they  yielded,  1797. 
not  to  the  genius  of  Napoleon,  but  to  the  violence  of 
Angereau ;  they  submitted  in  silence  to  proscriptions 
as  odions  and  arbitrary  as  those  of  the  Roman  trium- 
virate ;  they  bowed  for  years  to  the  despotism  of  men 
so  ignoble  that  history  has  hardly  preserved  their 
names.  Such  is  the  consequence,  and  the  never-fail- 
ing consequence,  of  the  undue  ascendency  of  democra- 
tic power.  The  French  people  did  not  fall  under  this 
penalty  from  any  peculiar  fickleness  or  inconstancy  of 
their  own ;  all  other  nations  who  have  adopted  the 
same  principles  have  suffered  the  same  penalties ; 
they  incurred  it  in  consequence  of  the  general  law  of 
Providence,  that  guilty  passion  brings  upon  itself 
its  own  punishment.  They  fell  under  the  edge  of 
the  snrord,  from  the  same  cause  which  subjected 
Rome  to  the  arms  of  CsBsar^  and  England  to  those 
of  Cromwell.  "  Legal  government,"  says  the  Re- 
publican historian,  ^^  is  a  chimera,  at  the  conclusion 
of  a  revolution  such  as  that  of  France.  It  is  not  under 
shelter  of  legal  authority  that  parties  whose  passions 
have  been  so  violently  excited  can  arrange  themselves 
and  repose ;  a  more  vigorous  power  is  required  to  re-  *  Th.  ix. 
strain  them,  to  fuse  their  still  burning  elements,  and  sta^i,  li. 
protect  them  against  foreign  violence.  That  power  is  f^  ^^*^ 
the  empire  of  the  sword."  * 

A  long  and  terrible  retribution  awaited  the  sins  of 
this  great  and  guilty  country.     Its  own  passions  were  Terrible 
made  the  ministers  of  the  justice  of  Heaven  ;  its  own  wWch"**^° 
desires  the  means  of  bringing  upon  itself  a  righteous  ^^^ 
punishment.     Contemporaneous  with  the  military  des- 
potism established  by  the  victory  of  Augereau,  sprang 
up  the  foreign  conquests  of  Napoleon : — His  triumph- 
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CHAP,  ant  car  rolled  over  the  world,  crushing  generations  be- 
^^^^'  neath  its  wheels ;  ploughing,  like  the  chariot  of  Jug- 
1797.  g^i'Haut,  through  human  flesh ;' exhausting,  in  the 
pursuit  of  glory,  the  energies  of  Republican  ambition. 
France  was  decimated  for  its  cruelty ;  the  snows  of 
Russia,  and  the  hospitals  of  Germany,  became  the 
winding-sheet  and  the  grave  of  its  blood-stained  Re- 
volution. Infidelity  may  discern  in  this  terrific  pro- 
gress the  march  of  fatalism  and  the  inevitable  course 
of  human  a£fairs ;  let  us  discover  in  it  the  government 
of  an  overruling  Providence,  punishing  the  sins  of  a 
guilty  age,  extending  to  nations  with  severe,  but  mer- 
ciful hand,  the  consequences  of  their  transgression,  and 
preparing^  in  the  chastisement  of  present  iniquity,  the 
future  repentance  and  amelioration  of  the  species. 


k 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

EXPEDITION  TO  EGYPT. 

ARGUMENT. 

Great  Political  and  Commercial  importance  of  Bgypt-^Itc  adrantagei  at  Situation 
— ftad  Importance  early  perceived  by  Leibniti — Alexander  the  Great  and  Napoleon     pxr  Ap 
eqmUj  appreciated  its  value — Hie  ideas  are  matured  at  Passerlano — Napoleon's  Pari-       XXV  * 
ief  iddreas  to  the  Italians — His  triumphant  Journey  across  Switzerland  to  Rastadt  __^__ 
sad  Paris — Political  Objects  of  this  Joum^ — Its  ominous  character  fbr  Switserland 
—His  retired  manner  of  Life  at  Paris — His  Public  Reception  by  the  Directory — Tal- 
leyrand's Speech — Napoleon's  Ans«rer—> Successive  FHu  given  by  other  Public  Bodies 
—His  Privmte  Views  in  regard  to  his  Future  Life-^Secret  Views  of  the  Directory — 
Their  dedro  to  get  quit  of  Napolvon — Preparations  for  a  Descent  on  England — Pom- 
pons Speeeb  of  Barras  on  giving  him  the  command  of  the  Army  destined  tot  its  Inva- 
•loo — Real  Views  of  both  Parties — Napoleon's  growing  Horror  at  the  Revolutionary 
Sjttem — His  Journey  to  the  coasts  of  the  Channel — Reasons  which  determined  him 
•gslnst  the  English  Expedition — Defensive  Preparations  of  the  British  Government — 
Meanwhile  Napoleon  persuades  the  Directory  to  undertake  the  Egyptian  Enterprise*- 
His  Prodigious  Activity  in  preparing  fbr  that  Expedition — The  Treasure  taken  at 
Bene  is  sent  to  Toulon  by  his  orders — SCagniflcent  Preparations  for  the  Expedition 
—Napoleon  is  driven  to  it  by  necessity — He  takes  the  Command — His  first  Procla- 
nation  to  his  Soldiers— His  last  act  in  Europe  is  one  of  Humanity — At  length  the 
Expedition  sails — Arrives  off  llalta«  which  capitulates  without  firing  a  shot— Its  pro* 
di^oos  strength — Napoleon's  Conversation  during  the  remainder  of  the  Voyage — 
Movements  of  Nelson*  who  mi«ses  the  French  Fleet->-Egypt  is  Discovered — Napoleon 
luds,  and  advances  against  Alexandria,  whidi  Is  taken — His  first  Proclamation  to  his 
Troops — Description  of  Egypt—  Astonishing  Effects  of  the  Inundation  of  the  Nile — 
Productions  of  the  Country — Its  Foreign  Commerce — Decay  of  its  Population  since 
Aadent  Times—  Importance  of  Alexandria — Account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Couq- 
tiy— Hamelukes — Janizaries,  or  Turks — Arabs,  Copts — Ibrahim  Bey  and  Moorad  Bey 
<iividcd  the  Country  between  them — Policy  of  Napoleon  on  invading  Egypt — His  Pro> 
clamatkm  to  the  Egyptians — His  Arrangements  for  Advancing  to  Cairo — March  of  the 
Adrtaced-Ghiard  across  the  Desert — Their  Sufferings — Arrive  on  the  Nile — Actions 
with  the  Mamelukes — Combat  at  Chebriss — The  Army  advances  towards  Cairo— They 
srriTe  within  sight  of  the  Mameluke  Forces— Battle  of  the  Pyramids — Lateral  Move* 
B*nt  of  Napoleon— Furious  Charge  of  Monrad  Bey— He  is  totaUy  defeated — Ibrahim 
Bey  retires  to  Syria — Mourad  Bey  to  Upper  Egypt — Napoleon  enters  Cairo — His  Pa- 
uftc  Measures — and  able  and  impartial  Civil  Governments  He  affects  the  Mussulman 
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QU j^p      Faith — Growing  DiBcontenta  of  th«  Army — CalamitoiiB  Expedition  to  Solahieb,  oa  the 

XXY.      Syrian  Frontier— Ibrahim  Bey  retirea  acroaa  the  Deaert  into  Syria— Intrignea  of  Na* 

_.^_^_  poleon  with  All  Pacha — Treachery  of  France  towarda  Turkey— Ita  Manifesto  of  War 


179?       — Naval  Operations — Morements  of  Xelson — He  arrires  at  Alexandria — Bmeyi*  P(Mb- 
tion— Nelson^  Plan  of  Attack — Relative  Forces  on  the  two  aides — Battle  of  the  Nile 
— Dreadful  nature  of  the  Action — The  L*Orient  blows  up — Glorious  Victory  in  whidi 
it  terminates — Wound  of  Nelson — Heroic  Deeds  on  board  the  French  SqoadroD^ 
Great  Results  of  this  Victory — Terrible  traces  of  the  Action  on  ahore — Hoooan  be- 
stowed on  Nelson — Napoleon's  Correspondence  with  Brueys,  as  to  getting  the  Fleet 
into  Alexandria — IMsastrous  consequences  of  this  blow  to  the  French  Army— ComKt 
of  Napoleon  and  Kleber — Despair  of  the  inferior  Officers  and  Soldiers — It  at  oaee 
brings  on  a  War  between  France  and  Turkey — Passage  of  the  Hellespont  by  the  Ros* 
sUin  Fleet — Critical  situation  of  the  French  Army — Vast  Efforts  of  Napoleon- Expe* 
dition  of  Desalx  to  Upper  Egypt — Bloody  Suppression  of  a  Revolt  at  Cairo — Expcd* 
tion  of  Napoleon  to  the  Shores  of  the  Red  Sea — Ho  resolves  to  penetrate  into  Sjiia— 
His  vast  Designs — Limited  extent  of  his  Forces — Passage  of  the  Syrian  Desert— 
Storming  of  Jaffia — Four  thousand  of  the  Garriaon  capitulate — Massacre  of  these  Pri- 
soners-Unpardonable Atrocity  of  this  Act — The  French  advance  to  Acre — Desoip- 
tion  of  that  Fortress — Sir  Sidney  Smithls  preparations  for  its  Defence — Ccmmenrt- 
ment  of  the  Siege — Desperate  Conflicts  on  the  Beach — The  Ottomans  Collect  Fercci 
for  ita  Relief — The  French  advance  to  meet  them—  Battle  of  Mount  Thabor—Rencml 
of  the  Siege  of  Acre — Desperate  Assaults  on  the  Town — Napoleon  at  length  Retreati 
— Vast  Designs  which  this  Defisat  frustrated — Disastrous  Retreat  of  the  Tcoops  to 
Egypt— Poisoning  of  the  Sick  at  Jaffa — Reflections  on  that  act — Army  regains  £g;pt 
— Contests  in  Egypt  during  Napoleon's  absence— The  Angel  £1  Modj — Goaqaeitof 
Upper  Egypt  by  Deaaix—Great  Discontents  of  the  Ara^ — Landkig  of  the  Turks  ia 
Aboukir  Bay— Force  of  the  Invadera — Position  which  the  Turks  occupied — ^Napokoo^ 
Dispositions  for  an  Attack^ First  Line  carried — Seoond  Line  also  forced  afl»  adetpe- 
rate  struggle — Total  destruction  of  the  Turks — ^Napoleon  is  made  aeqnainted  with  Uk 
Disasters  of  the  Repablio  in  Europe— He  secretly  sets  sail  for  Eorope  fhmi  Akxaadiis 
*-And  stretches  along  the  Coast  of  Aflrloa  to  Sardinia — He  lands  at  AJaedo  ia  Cortks 
--'Sets  sail,  and  avoids  the  English  Fleet — Proof  which  the  Egyptian  Rxpeditienaioidi 
of  the  Superiority  of  the  Arms  of  Civilisation  to  those  of  Savage  LiHs—Gential  BtStc- 
tlons  on  the  probable  fiite  of  an  Eastern  Empire  nnder  Napoleon. 

"  By  seizing  the  isthmus   of  Darien, "   said  Sir 

Great  poll-  Walter  Raleigh,  "  you  will  wrest  the  keys  of  the 

^^mTroiai  ^^^^^  ^^^^  Spain/'     The  observation,  worthy  of  his 

importance  roach  of  thought,  is  Still  moro  applicable  to  the  isthmus 

•ndS^-  of  Suez  and  the  country  of  Egypt.     It  is  remarkable 

ritolSJS.**^  that  its  importance  has  never  been  duly  appreciated, 

but  by  the  greatest  conquerors  of  ancient  and  modern 

times,  Alexander  the  Great  and  Napoleon  Buonaparte. 

The  geographical  position  of  this  celebrated  country 
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has  destined  it  to  be  the  great  emporium  of  the  com-    chap. 
merce  of  the  world.     Placed  in  the  centre  hetween       ^  ' 


Europe  and  Asia,  on  the  confines  of  Eastern  wealth  1797. 
and  Western  civilization;  at  the  extremity  of  the 
African  continent,  and  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean sea,  it  is  fitted  to  become  the  central  point  of 
communication  for  the  varied  productions  of  these 
different  regions  of  the  globe.  The  waters  of  the 
Mediterranean  bring  to  it  all  the  fabrics  of  Europe ; 
the  Red  Sea  wafts  to  its  shores  the  riches  of  India 
and  China ;  while  the  Nile  floats  down  to  its  bosom 
the  produce  of  the  vast  and  unknown  regions  of  Africa. 
Though  it  were  not  one  of  the  most  fertile  countries  in 
the  world, — ^though  the  inundations  of  the  Nile  did 
not  annually  cover  its  fields  with  riches,  it  would  still 
be,  from  its  situaticm,  one  of  the  most  favoured  spots 
on  the  earth.  The  greatest  and  most  durable  monu- 
ments of  human  industry,  accordingly,  the  earliest 
efforts  of  civilization,  the  sublimest  works  of  genius, 
have  been  raised  in  this  primeval  seat  of  mankind. 
The  temples  of  Rome  have  decayed,  the  arts  of  Athens 
have  perished ;  but  the  Pyramids  *^  still  stand  erect 
and  unshaken  above  the  floods  of  the  Nile.^^^  When,  >  Gibbon. 
in  the  revolution  of  ages,  civilization  shall  have  re* 
tomed  to  its  ancient  cradle, — when  the  desolation  of 
Mahometan  rule  shall  have  ceased,  and  the  light  of 
religion  illumined  the  land  of  its  birth,  Egypt  will 
again  become  one  of  the  great  centres  of  human  in- 
dustry ;  the  invention  of  steam  will  restore  the  com- 
munication with  the  East  to  its  original  channel ;  and 
the  nation  which  shall  revive  the  canal  of  Suez,  and 
open  a  direct  communication  between  the  Mediter* 
ranean  and  the  Red  Sea,  will  pour  into  its  bosom  those 
streams  of  wealth,  which  in  every  age  have  constituted 
the  principal  sources  of  European  opulence. 
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CHAP.       The  great  Leibnitz,  in  the  time  of  Lonis  XIV., 
[_  addressed  to  the  French  monarch  a  memorial,  which 


1797.    ^  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  noblest  monnments  of  political  foresight. 
Its  import.  "  Sire,^^  said  he,  ^^  it  is  not  at  home  that  yon  will  suc- 
*"*  w^  ^^  ^^  subduing  the  Dutch  :  you  will  not  cross  their 
by  Leib-     dykos,  and  you  will  rouse  Europe  to  their  assistance. 
Alexander  It  is  iu  Egypt  that  the  real  blow  is  to  be  struck, 
the  Greet   There  you  will  find  the  true  commercial  route  to  India ; 
leon         you  will  wrost  that  lucrative  commerce  from  Holland, 
precuted^  you  wiU  scciu'e  the  eternal  dominion  of  France  in  the 
its  TBine.    Levant,  you  will  fill  Christianity  with  joy."     These 
ideas,  however,  were  beyond  the  age,  and  they  lay 
dormant  till  revived  by  the  genius  of  Napoleon.    The 
eagle  eye  of  Alexander  the  Great,  which  fitted  him  to 
have  been  as  great  a  benefactor  as  he  was  a  scourge 
of  the  species,  early  discerned  the  vast  capabilities  of 
this  country ;  and  to  him  was  owing  the  foundation 
of  that  city,  the  rival  of  Memphis  and  Thebes,  which 
once  boasted  of  six  hundred  thousand  inhabitants, 
almost  rivalled  Rome  in  the  plenitude  of  its  power, 
and  still  bears,  amidst  ruins  and  decay,  the  name  of 
the  conqueror  of  the  East.     Napoleon  was  hardly 
launched  into  the  career  of  conquest  before  he  per- 
ceived the  importance  of  the  same  situation;  and 
when  still  struggling  in  the  plains  of  Italy  witii  the 
armies  of  Austria,  he  was  meditating  an  expedition 
into  those  Eastern  regions,  where  alone,  in  his  appre- 
hension, great  things  could  be  achieved ;  where  king- 
doms lay  open  to  private  adventure ;  and  fame,  riTai- 
ling  that  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity,  was  to  be  obtained. 
From  his  earliest  years  h^  had  been  influenced  by  an 
ardent  desire  to  effect  a  revolution  in  the  East :  be 
was  literally  haunted  by  the  idea  of  the  glory  which 
had  been  there  acquired,  and  firmly  convinced  that  the 
power  of  England  could  never  be  effectually  humbled 
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but  by  a  blow  at  its  Indian  possessions.     **  The  Per-    chap. 

xxv 
sians,"  said  he,  "  have  blocked  up  the  route  of  Tamer- [_ 


lane ;  I  will  discover  another."     It  was  his  favourite    1797. 
opinion  through  life,  that  Egypt  was  the  true  line  of 
communication  with  India ;  that  it  was  there  that  the 
English  power  could  alone  be  seriously  a£fected ;  that 
its  possession  would  insure  the  dominion  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  convert  that  sea  into  a  "  French  Lake." 
From  that  central  point  armaments  might  be  detached 
down  the  Red  Sea,  to  attack  the  British  possessions 
in  Lidia ;  and  an  entrepot  established,  which  would  *  Th.  ix. 
soon  turn  the  commerce  of  the  East  into  the  channels  D'Abr.  !▼. 
which  nature  had  formed  for  its  reception — ^the  Medi-^^4ii^"'' 
terranean  and  the  Red  Sea.^ 

It  was  at  Passeriano,  however,  after  the  campaign 
was  concluded,  and  when  his,  energetic  mind  turned  His  ideM 
abroad  for  the  theatre  of  fresh  exploits,  that  the  con-  JlJ^at 
ception  of  an  expedition  to  Egypt  first  seriously  occu-  i^««n*no- 
pied  his  thoughts.  During  his  long  evening  walks  in 
the  magnificent  park  of  his  mansion,  he  spoke  without 
intermission  of  the  celebrity  of  those  countries,  and  the 
illustrious  empires  which  have  there  disappeared,  after 
overturning  each  other,  but  the  memory  of  which  still 
lives  in  the  recollections  of  mankind.  ^^  Europe,^'  said 
he,  "  is  no  field  for  glorious  exploits ;  no  great  em- 
pires or  revolutions  are  to  be  found  but  in  the  East, 
where  there  are  six  hundred  millions  of  men.''  Egypt 
at  once  presented  itself  to  his  imagination  as  the  point 
where  a  decisive  impression  was  to  be  made ;  the  weak 
point  of  the  line  where  a  breach  could  be  effected  and 
a  permanent  lodgment  secured,  and  a  path  opened  to 
those  Eastern  regions,  where  the  British  power  was  to 
be  destroyed  and  inoimortal  renown  acquired.  So  com- 
pletely had  this  idea  taken  possession  of  his  mind,  that 
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CHAP,    all  the  books  brought  frran  the  Atnbrosian  library 

|_  to  Paris,  after  the  peace  of  Campo  Formio,  which  re- 

1797.  lated  to  Egypt,  were  submitted  for  his  examination, 
<  jamN'i  and  many  bore  extensive  marginal  notes  in  his  own 
14^,  ii.  handwridng,  indicating  the  powerful  grasp  and  iode- 
'•*  ^""-fatigahle  activity  of  his  mind;*  and  in  his  correspon- 
•  Conwp.  dence  witfa  the  Directory  he  had  already,  more  than 
Kap/ir.  once,  Suggested  both  the  importance  of  an  expedition 
*™'  «r"'  to  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and  the  amount  of  force  re- 
3ia         qnisite  to  ensure  its  success/ 

Before  leaving  Italy,  after  the  treaty  of  Campo  For- 
NipidMm'i  mio,  he  put  the  last  hand  to  the  afiairs  of  Ihe  Cisalpine 
d^^to  til*  Republic.  Venice  was  delivered  over,  amidst  the  tean 
luiiuu.  (,f  g\\  jtg  patriotic  citizeua,  to  Austria ;  the  French 
auxiliary  force  in  the  new  republic  was  fixed  at  thirty 
thousand  men,  under  the  orders  of  Berthier,  to  be 
maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  allied  state ;  and  all 
the  republican  organization  of  a  ^rectory,  l^slative 
assemblies,  national  guards,  and  troops  of  the  line,  pat 
in  full  activity.  "  You  are  the  first  people  in  history," 
Biud  he,  in  his  parting  address  to  them,  "  who  have 
become  free  without  factions,  witfaont  revolutions,  with- 
out convulsions.  "We  have  given  you  freedom ;  it  is 
your  part  to  preserve  it.  You  are,  aftw  France,  the 
richest,  the  most  populous  republic  in  the  world.  Yonr 
position  calls  you  to  take  a  leading  part  in  the  polida 
of  Europe.  To  be  worthy  of  your  destiny,  nuke  no 
laws  but  what  are  wise  and  moderate ;  but  ^ecutfl 
^N»p,  1y.  them  with  force  and  energy."*  The  wealth  and  po- 
pulation of  the  beautiful  provinces  which  compose  ibk 
Republic,  embracing  3,MH),000  souls,  the  fortress  of 
Kfantua,  and  the  plains  of  Lombardy,  indeed  formed 
the  elements  of  a  powerful  state  ;  but  had  Napoleon 
looked  into  the  book  of  history,  or  considered  the  hn- 
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maa  mind,  he  would  have  perceived  that,  of  all  human    chap. 

blessings,  liberty  is  the  one  which  is  of  the  slowest '__ 

growth ;  that  it  must  be  won,  and  cannot  be  conferred ;    1797. 
and  that  the  institutions  which  are  suddenly  transferred 
from  one  country  to  another,  perish  as  rapidly  as  the 
foil-grown  tree,  which  is  transplanted  from  the  soil  of 
its  birth  to  a  distant  land. 

Napoleon's  journey  from  Italy  to  Paris  was  a  con- 
tinual triumph.     The  Italians,  whose  national  spirit  Hb  trima. 
had  been  in  some  degree  revived  by  his  victories,  nej  aovli 
beheld  with  regret  the  disappearance  of  that  brilliant  1^^*^*^" 
apparition.     Every  thin&r  he  did  and  said  was  calcu-  Butadt 

.  •  and  Pvig 

lated  to  increase  the  public  enthusiasm.     At  Mantua,  political ' 
he  combined  with  a  fete  in  honour  of  Virgil  a  mili-  tM^upf 
tary  procession  on  the  death  of  General  Hoche,  who  ney.   its 
had  recently  died,  after  a  short  illness,  in  France ;  character 
and  about  the  same  time  formed  that  friendship  with  ^^^^^^^ 
Desaix,  who  had  come  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine 
to  visit  that  of  Italy,  which  mutual  esteem  was  so 
well  calculated  to  inspire,  but  which  was  destined  to 
terminate  prematurely  on  the  field  of  Marengo.     The 
towns  of  Switzerknd  received  him  with  transport; 
triumphal  arches  and  garlands  of  flowers  every  where 
awaited  his  approach ;  he  passed  the  fortresses  amidst 
discharges  of  cannon;  and  crowds  from  the'  neigh-- 
bouring  countries  lined  the  roads  to  get  a  glimpse  of 
the  hero  who  had  filled  the  world  with  his  renown.*     . 
His  progress,  however,  was  rapid :  he  lingered  on  the  5th  Dee. 
field  of  Morat  to  examine  the  scene  of  the  terrible  ^^®^* 

*  His  words,  though  few»  were  all  such  as  were  calculated  to  produce 
xevolution.  At  Geneva,  he  boasted  that  he  would  democratize  England 
in  three  months ;  and  that  there  were,  in  truth,  but  two  Republics  in 
Switserlaod;  GeneTa>  without  laws  or  gOTemment;  BAle,  conyerted 
iato  the  workshop  of  revolution. — Habd.  y.  308. 
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CHAP,    defeat  of  the  Burgundiaa  chivalry  by  the  Swiss  pea- 
•       gantry.     Passing  Bale,  he  arrived  at  Rastadt,  where 


1797.  the  congress  was  established ;  but,  foreseeing  nothing 
1  Bour.  ii.  worthy  of  his  genius  in  the  minute  matters  of  diplo- 
u.%j3^**'  inacy  which  were  there  the  subject  of  discussion,  he 
^•»-  proceeded  to  Paris,  where  the  public  anxiety  had 
Y.  57, 58.    arisen  to  the  highest  pitch  for  his  return.^ 

The  successive  arrival  of  Napoleon^s  lieutenants  at 
His  retired  Paris  with  tho  standards  taken  from  the  enemy  in  his 
^liftTat     memorable  campaigns,  the  vast  conquests  he  had 
P^8.        achieved,  the  brief  but  eloquent  language  of  his  pro- 
clamations, and  the  immense  benefits  which  had  ac- 
crued to  the  Republic  from  his*  triumphs,  had  raised 
to  the  very  highest  pitch  the  enthusiasm  of  the  peo- 
ple.    The  public  anxiety,  accordingly,  to  see  him  was 
indescribable;  but  he  knew  enough  of  mankind  to 
feel  the  importance  of  enhancing  the  general  wish  by 
avoiding  its  gratification.     He  lived  in  his  own  house 
in  the  Rue  Chautereine,  in  the  most  retired  manner, 
went  seldom  into  public,  and  surrounded  himself  only 
by  scientific   characters,   or   generals  of    cultivated 
minds.      He  wore  the  costume  of  the  Institute,  of 
which  he  had  recently  been  elected  a  member ;  asso- 
ciated constantly  with  its  leading  characters,  such  as 
Monge,  Berthold,  Laplace,  Lagrange,  and  admitted 
to  his  intimate  society  only  Berthier,  Desaix,  Lefebvre, 
Caffarelle,  Kleber,  and  a  few  of  the  deputies.    On 
occasion  of  being  presented  to  Talleyrand,  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  he  singled  out,  amidst  the  splendid 
cortege  of  public  characters  by  which  he  was  sur- 
rounded, M.  Bougainville,  and  conversed  with  him  ou 
the  celebrated  voyage  which  he  had  performed.  Such 
was  the  profound  nature  of  his  ambition  through  life, 
that  on  every  occasion  he  looked  rather  to  the  im- 
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pression  his  conduct  was  to  produce  on  men^s  minds    chap. 

in  future,  than  the  gratification  he  was  to  receive  from ]_ 

their  admiration  of  the  past.     He  literally  "  deemed    1797. 
nothing  done,  while  any  thing  remained  to  do."  ^  Even «  xacitui. 
in  the  assumption  of  the  dress,  and  the  choice  of  the 
society  of  the  Institute,  he  was  guided  by  motives  of 
ambition,  and  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart.     "  Mankind,"  said  he,  "  are  in  the  end  go- 
verned always  by  superiority  of  intellectual  qualities, 
and  none  are  more  sensible  of  this  than  the  military)*  Thibau 
profession.     When  on  my  return  from  Italy  I  assumed  aXt.?8! 
the  dress  of  the  Institute,  I  knew  what  I  was  doing.  ^  «•  3^3. 
I  was  sure  of  not  being  misunderstood  by  the  lowest  iv.  280, 
drummer  of  the  army."  *  ^®^" 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  was  received  in  state 
by  the  Directory,  in  their  now  magnificent  court  of  hu  recep- 
the  Luxembourg.     The  public  anxiety  was  wound  up  JJj*^,|°  •^*** 
to  the  highest  pitch  for  this  imposing  ceremony,  on  ^^***'"^- 
which  occasion  Joubert  was  to  present  the  standard  of  rand's 
the  army  of  Italy,  inscribed  with  all  the  great  actions  *^^^' 
it  had  performed ;  and  the  youthful  conqueror  him- 
self was  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  Government  the  treaty 
of  Oampo  Formio.     Vast  galleries  were  prepared  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  public,  which  were  early 
filled  with  all  that  was  distinguished  in  rank,  charac- 
ter, and  beauty  in  Paris.     He  made  his  entry,  accom- 
panied by  M.  Talleyrand,  who  was  to  present  him  to 
the  Directory  as  the  bearer  of  the  treaty.    The  aspect 
of  the  hero,  his  thin  but  graceful  figure,  the  Roman 
oast  of  his  features,  and  fire  of  his  eye,  excited  uni- 
versal  admiration;   the   court   rang  with  applause. 
Talleyrand  introduced  him  in  an  eloquent  speech,  in 
which,  after  extolling  his  great  actions,  he  concluded  : 
"  For  a  moment  I  did  feel  on  his  account  that  dis- 
quietude, which,  in  an  infant  republic,  arises  from 
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CHAP,   every  thing  whicli  seems  to  destroy  the  equality  of 
^^^'    the  citizens.     But  I  was  wrong ;  individual  grandeur, 


1797.  f'^r  from  being  dangerous  to  equality,  is  its  highest 
triumph ;  and  on  this  occasion,  every  Frenchman 
must  feel  himself  elevated  by  the  hero  of  his  country. 
And  when  I  reflect  on  all  that  he  has  done  to  shroud 
from  envy  that  light  of  glory ;  on  that  ancient  love 
of  simplicity  which  distinguishes  him  in  his  favourite 
studies :  his  love  for  the  abstract  sciences ;  on  his  ad- 
miration for  that  sublime  Ossian  which  seems  to  de- 
tach him  from  the  world ;  on  his  well-known  contempt 
for  luxury,  for  pomp,  for  all  that  constitutes  the  pride 
of  ignoble  minds,  I  am  convinced  that,  far  from 
dreading  his  ambition,  we  shall  one  day  have  occasion 
to  rouse  it  anew  to  allure  him  from  the  sweets  of 
studious  retirement  j  France  will  never  lose  its  free- 

>  Bout.  ii.  dom  j  but  pcrhaps  he  will  not  for  ever  preserve  his 

^^-  own."^ 

Napoleon  replied  in  these  words  : — "  The  French 

Napoleon's  pcoploj  to  attain  their  freedom,  had  kings  to  combat; 
to  secure  a  constitution  founded  on  reason,  they  had 
eighteen  hundred  years  of  prejudices  to  overcome. 
Religion,  feudality,  despotism^  have,  in  their  turns, 
governed  Europe;  but  from  the  peace  now  concluded, 
dates  the  era  of  representative  governments.  You 
have  succeeded  in  Organizing  the  great  nation,  whose 
territory  is  not  circumscribed  but  because  nature  her* 
self  has  imposed  its  limits.  I  lay  at  your  feet  the 
treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  ratified  by  the  Emperor.* 

*  Napoleon  had  added  these  words  in  this  place : — ''  That  peace 
secures  the  liberty,  the  prosperity,  and  glory,  of  the  Bepublic;"  bat 
these  words  were  struck  out  by  order  of  the  Directory :  a  sufficient 
proof  of  their  disapproval  of  his  conduct  in  signing  it,  and  one  of  the 
many  inducements  which  led  him  to  turn  his  face  to  the  East— See 
Hard.  v.  74. 


answer. 
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As  soon  as  the  happiness  of  France  is  secured  by  the    chap. 
best  orgcmic  laws,  the  whole  of  Europe  will  be  free.''    ^^^' 
The  Directory,  by  the  voice  of  Barras,  returned  an    1797. 
inflated  reply,  in  which  they  invited  him  to  strive  for 
the  acquisition  of  fresh  laurels,  and  pointed  to  the 
shores  of  Great  Britain  as  the  place  where  they  were 
to  be  gathered.     On  this  occasion,  General  Joubert, 
and  the  chief  of  the  staff,  Andreossi,  bore  the  masf- 
nificent  standard  which  the  Directory  had  given  to 
the  Army  of  Italy,  and  which  contained  an  enume- 
ration of  triumphs  so  wonderful,  that  it  would  have  1  xh. «. 
passed  for  fabulous  in  any  other  age.*     It  was  suf-  ?^-  ^^p* 
ficient  to  intoxicate  all  the  youth  of  France  with  the  884. 
passion  for  military  glory.* 

This  fete  was  followed  by  others,  given  by  the 
le^slative  body  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  succeisive 
Napoleon  appeared  at  all  these;  but  they  were  foreign  t^oSw" 
to  his  disposition,  and  he  retired,  as  soon  as  politeness  p^*^ 
would  permit,  to  his  own  house.     At  that  given  by 
M.  Talleyrand,  which  was  distinguished  by  the  good 

•  It  bore  these  words : — "  The  army  of  Italy  has  made  150^000  pri- 
sonerB ;  it  has  taken  170  etandaidui  500  pieces  of  heavy  artiUery,  600 
fiejd-piece?^  5  pontoon  traioB,  9  ships  of  the  line,  12  frigates,  12  cor- 
vettes, 18  galleys.  Armistice  with  the  Kings  of  Sardinia,  Naples,  the 
Dukes  of  Parma,  Modena,  and  the  Pope.  Preliminaries  of  Leoben ; 
Conyention  of  Montebello  with^ Genoa.  Treaty  of  Tolentino.  Treaty 
of  Campo-Formio.  It  has  given  freedom  to  the  people  of  Bologna^ 
Ferrara,  Modena,  Massa- Carrara,  Bomagna,  Lombardy,  Brescia,  Ber- 
gamo, Mantua,  Cremona,  a  part  of  the  Veronese,  Chiavenna,  Bormio, 
and  the  Yalteline ;  to  the  people  of  Genoa,  the  Imperial  Fiefs,  Cprcyra, 
and  Ithaca.  Sent  to  Paris  the  chefa-d'aeuvre  of  Michael  Angelo,  Guer- 
cino,  Titiin,  Paul  Veronese,  Coreggio,  Albano,  the  Caraccis,  Raphael, 
lieonnrdo  da  Vinci,  &c.  Triumphed  in  18  pitched  battles ;  Montenotte, 
Milessimo,  Mondori,  Lodi,  Boighetta,  Lonato>  Castiglione,  Boveredo, 
Bassano,  8t  George's,  Fontana  Viva,  Caldiero,  Areola,  RivoH,  La  Favo- 
rite, the  Taglianiento,  Tarwis,  Neumarkt  ;*'  and  then  followed  the  names 
of  67  combats  or  lesser  engagements.'  The  legions  of  Csesar  had  not,  s  jj^^  |^ 
in  60  short  a  time,  so  splendid  a  roll  of  achievements  to  exhibit.  860. 
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CHAP,   taste  and  elegance  which  prevailed,  he  was  asked  bj 
^^^'    Madame  de  Stael,  in  presence  of  a  numerous  circle, 


1797.  ^^^  ^^9  ^^  ^^^  opinion,  the  greatest  woman  that  ever 
existed.  "  She,"  he  replied,  "  who  has  had  the 
greatest  number  of  children;"  an  answer  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  she  anticipated,  and  singularly  cha- 
racteristic of  his  opinions  on  the  proper  destiny  of 
the  female  character.  At  the  Institute,  he  was  to  be 
seen  always  seated  between  Lagrange  and  Laplace, 
wholly '  occupied  in  appearance  with  the  abstract 
sciences.  To  a  deputation  of  that  learned  body,  he 
returned  an  answer  : — "  I  am  highly  honoured  with 
the  approbation  of  the  distinguished  men  who  com- 
pose the  Institute.  I  know  well  that  I  must  long  be 
their  scholar  before  I  become  their  equal.  The  true 
conquests,  the  only  ones  which  do  not  cause  a  tear, 
are  those  which  are  gained  over  ignorance.  The 
most  honourable,  as  well  as  the  most  useful,  occupa- 
tion of  men  is,  to  contribute  to  the  extension  of  ideas. 
The  true  power  of  the  French  Republic  should  hence- 
forth consist  in  this,  that  not  a  single  new  idea  should 
exist  which  does  not  owe  its  birth  t6  their  exertions.^^ 
But  it  was  only  for  the  approbation  of  these  illustrious 
men  that  he  appeared  solicitous ;  he  was  never  seeu 
in  the  streets ;  went  only  to  a  concealed  box  in  the 
1  j^  j^  opera  ;^  and  when  he  assumed  the  reins  of  power 
285, 286.  after  his  return  from  Egypt,  his  appearance  was  still 
32.  Bour.  unknown  to  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
«•  '"•       Paris. 

But  Napoleon's  was  not  a  disposition  to  remain 
Napoieon'g  Satisfied  with  past  glory :  the  future — yet  higher, 
^!^ri*^«     achievements  filled  his  mind.      He  knew  well  the 

views  m 

regard  u>    ephemeral  nature  of  popular  applause,  and  how  ne- 

his  future  .  p  1  •  •      A 

life.  cessary  mystery  or  a  succession  of  great  actions  is,  to 

prolong  its  transports.     "  They  do  not  long  preserve 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPK.  4g5 

at  Paris,^'  said  he  to. his  intimate  friends,  ^^  the  re*    chap. 

membrance  of  any  thing.     If  I  remain  long  unem- ]_ 

ployed,  I  am  undone.  The  renown  of  one  in  this  1797. 
great  Babylon  speedily  supplants  t^at  of  another.  If 
I  am  seen  three  times  at  the  opera,  I  will  no  longer 
be  an  object  of  curiosity.  You  need  not  talk  of  the 
desire  of  the  citizens  to  see  me :  crowds  at  least  as 
great  would  go  to  see  me  led  oat  to  the  scaffold.'* 
He  made  an  effort  to  obtain  a  dispensation  with  the 
law  which  required  the  age  of  forty  for  one  of  the 
Directory;  but  failing  in  that  attempt,  his  whole 
thoughts  and  passions  centred  in  the  East,  the  origi- 
nal Aeatre  of  his  visions  of  glory.  "  JBourrienne," 
said  he,  ^'  I  am  determined  not  to  remain  in  Paris ; 
there  is  nothing  here  to  be  done.  It  is  impossible  to 
fix  the  attention  of  the  people.  If  I  remain  longer 
inactive,  I  am  undone.  Every  thing  here  passes 
away ;  my  glory  is  already  declining ;  this  little  comer 
of  Europe  is  too  small  to  supply  it.  We  must  go  to 
the  East ;  all  the  great  men  of  the  world  have  there 
acquired  their  celebrity.  Nevertheless,  I  am  willing 
to  make  a  tour  to  the  coasts  with  yourself,  Lannes, 
and  Solkowsky.  Should  the  expedition  to  Britain 
prove,  as  I  much  fear  it  will,  too  hazardous,  the  army 
of  England  will  become  the  army  of  the  East,  and 
we  will  go  to  Egypt."  These  words  give  a  just  idea 
of  the  character  of  Napoleon.  Glory  was  his  ruling 
passion ;  nothing  appeared  impossible  where  it  was  to 
be  won.  The  great  names  of  Alexander,  Caesar,  and 
Hannibal,  haunted  his  imagination ;  disregarding  the 
lapse  of  two  thousand  years,  he  fixed  his  rivalry  on 
those  classical  heroes,  whose  exploits  have  shed  so 
imperishable  a  lustre  over  the  annals  of  antiquity. 
While  thus  sustaining  his  reputation,  and  inscribing 
his  name  on  the  eternal   monuments   of  Egyptian 
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CBLkj'  grandeuf ,  he  hoped  to  be  Btill  within  reach  of  the 
^  mftrdi  of  events  in  Europe,  and  ready  to  aamme  that 


I7d7.    despotic  command,  which  he  already  foresaw  woald 
(soon  be  called  for  by  the  incapadty  o{  the  TAn^ 
1  Boor.  ii.  tory  and  the  never-ending  distractions  of  democnlic 
Sfxiv.    institutions.^ 

1^-  In  truth,  the  Directory,  secretly  alarmed  at  the 

reputation  of  the  Conqueror  of  Italy,  eagerly  sought, 
Secret       Under  the  splendid  colouring  of  a  descent  on  Bnghxid, 
the^rec-  ^n  (^portuuity  of  ridding  tiliemselves  of  so  (bnmdaUe 
^irde-   *  rival*    An  extraordinary  degree  of  activity  pre* 
sire  to  get  ^mlod  iu  all  the  hi^bours,  not  only  of  France  and 
Napoleon.  HoUaud,  but  of  Spuiu  and  Italy ;  the  fleets  at  Cajdiz 
^r^a  ^^^  Toulon  ware  sooA  in  a  condition  to  put  to  sa; 
deeoent  on  that  at  Brost  Only  awaited,  to  all  appearaoce,  their 
^     '    arrival  to  issue  forth,  and  form  aprepond^nting  force 
in  the  Channel,  where  the  utmost  exertions  vcre 
making  to  construct  and  equip  flat-bottomed  boatt 
for  the   conveyance    of   the    land  troops.      Means 
were  soon  collected  in  the  northern  harbouis  tot 
the  transport  of  sixty  thousand  men.     Meanwhile 
great  part  of  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  were  broogbt 
down  to  the  maritime  districts,  and  lined  the  shores 
of  France  and  H(dland,  from  Brest  to  the  Texd; 
Nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  were 
staitioned  on  these  coasts,  under  the  name  of  tiie  Armj 
of  England,.     This  itnmeutfe  force  might  have  occa- 
sioned great  disquietude  to  the  British  govemm^t) 
had  it  be^n  supported  by  a  powerful  navy ;  but  the 
bsiUbles  of  St  Vincents  and  Camperdown  had  relieTei 
them  of  all  i^prehensions  of  a.  descent  by  these  nuoe* 
rous  enemies.     It  does  not  appear  that  the  Directorr 
then  entertained  any  serious  thoughts  of  carrying  the 
invamon  into  early  execution:   although  the  troops 
were  encamped  in  the  maritime  departments,  no  im- 
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mediate  preparadon  for  embarkation  had  been  made.  chap. 
However  their  language  breathed  nothing  but  menaees : 
Napoleon  wa«  appomted  commander^nHshief  of  the  x797. 
Annj  of  England,  and  he  vas  dispatched  on  a  mict*  t  bov.  il 
«on  to  the  coasts  to  superintend  the  con^letion  of  the  ^^  ^ 
armament.^  139.  Nap. 

"Crown,''  said  Barras,  *'  so  illustrious  a  life,  by  a"'  ^^' 
conquest  which  the  great  nation  owes  to  its  outraged  Pompoui 
dignify.     Oo,  and  by  tha  punishment  of  the  cabinet^^^n 
d  London,  strike  terror  into  the  hearts  of  all  wfao^^^s  i^im 
would  miscalculate  the  powers  of  a  free  people.    Let  mand  of 
tke  conquerors  of  the  Po,  die  Rhine,  and  the  Tiber,  ^^3/^ 
Bsarch  under  your  banners ;  the  ocean  will  be  proud  ^^  ^*«^« 
to  bear  them ;  it  is  a  slave  still  indignant,  who  blushes  pwtiea. 
finr  his  fetters*    He  invokes,  in  a  voice  of  thnnder,  the 
wrath  ci  the  earth  against  the  oppressor  of  the  waves, 
P(»npey  £d  not  esteem  it  beneath  him  to  wield  the 
power  of  Rome  against  the  pirates :  Go  and  chain  the 
moDster  who  presses  on  the  seas;  go,  and  punish  in 
London  the  injured  rights  of  hiimanity.     Hardly  wiU 
the  tricolour  standard  wave  on  the  blood-stained  shores 
of  the  Thames,  ere  an  unanimous  cry  will  Uess  your 
arrival^  and  that  generous  nation,  perceiving  the  dawn 
of  its  felicity,  will  receive  you  as  liberators,  who  come 
not  to  combat  and  enslave,  but  to  put  a  period  to  its 
calamities.''   Under  these  high-sounding  declamationf^ 
however,  all  parties  concealed  very  different  intentions* 
Lnmense  preparations  were  made  in  Italy  and  the 
south  of  France,  the  whole  naval  resources  of  the  Me- 
diterranean were  put  in  requisition,  the  SlUe  of  the«N»p.ii. 
army  of  Italy  moved  to  Toulon,  Genoa^  and  Civita][f^;j3^- 
Vecdiia.     The  Dirediory  were  more  desirous  to  see  i3e>  1*0. 
Napoleon  engulfed  in  the  sands  of  Lybia,  than  con-  ssil  'sour. 
quering  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames ;'  and  he  dreamed  ^^'  ^^* 
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GHAP.  more  of  the  career  of  Alexander  and  of  Mahomet^ 
than  of  the  descent  of  CsBBar  on  the  shores  of  Britain. 


1797.        Independently  of  his  anxiety  to  engage  in  some  en- 
Napoieon*!  torprizo  which  might  immortalize  his  name,  Napo- 
homiTof   ^^^  ^^  desirous  to  detach  himself  from  the  govenw 
the  revoia-  mont,  from  his  strong  and  growing  aversion  for  the 
•ySbm.      Jacobin   party,  whom  the  Revolution  of  the  18th 
Fructidor  had  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Republic. 
Already  he  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  openly 
expressed  his  dislike  at  the  violent  revolutionary  course 
which  the  Directory  were  pursuing,  both  at  home  and 
abroad ;  and  in  private  he  gave  vent,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  to  his  horro^  at  that  grasping  insatiable  demo- 
cratic  spirit  which,  through  his  subsequent  life,  he  set 
himself  so  vigorously  to  resist.     '^What,^'  said  be, 
'^  would  these  Jacobins  have  ?     France  is  revolution- 
ized, Holland  is  revolutionized,  Italy  is  revolutionized, 
Switzerland  is  revolutionized,  Europe  will  soon  be  re- 
volutionized.    But  this,  it  seems  will  not  suffice  than. 
I  know  well  what  they  want ;  they  want  the  domina- 
tion of  thirty  or  forty  individuals  founded  on  the  mas^ 
sacre  of  three  or  four  millions ;  they  want  the  consti- 
tution of  1793,  but  they  shall  not  have  it,  and  death 
>  Wolfe     to  him  who  would  demand  it  I    For  my  own  part  I 
mo^  u*  declare,  that  if  I  had  only  the  option  between  royalty 
876.  Nap.  and  the  system  of  these  gentlemen,  I  would  not  hesi- 
tate one  moment  to  declare  for  a  king.^^' 

In  the  middle  of  February  Napoleon  proceeded  to 
Hujonr-  the  coasts,  accompanied  by  Lannes  and  Bourrieone. 
"«y*^*»*?*  He  visited,  in  less  than  ten  days,  Boulogne,  Calais, 
tK»cban*  Dunkirk,  Antwerp,  Mid  Flushing,  exhibiting  every 
°^^'  where  his  usual  sagacity  and  rapidity  of  apprehension ; 

conversing  with,  deriving  light  from,  every  one  pos- 
sessed of  local  information,  and  obtaining  in  a  few 
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weeks  what  it  would  have  taken  others  years  to  acquire,    chap. 
He  Bat  up  till  midnight  at  ^very  town,  interrogating |_ 


the  sailors,  fishermen,  and  smugglers  :  to  their  objeo-    1793. 
tions  be  listened  with  patient  attention,  to  his  own  dif-^  10th  F»b. 
ficuities  he  drew  their  consideration.     During  this^^^' 
brief  journey,  he  acquired  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  relative  importance  of  these  maritime  sta- 
tions ;  and  to  this  period  is  to  be  assigned  the  origin  of 
Uiose  great  conceptions  concerning  Antwerp,  which, 
ander  the  empire,  he  carried  with  so  much  vigour 
into  execution.     At  length,  having  acquired  all  the 
information  which  could  be  obtained,  he  made  up  his 
mmd  and  returned  to  Paris.     ^^  It  is  too  doubtful  a 
chance,^  said  he,  ^'  I  will  not  risk  it ;  I  will  not  ha- 
zard, on  such  a  throw,  the  fate  of  France.^^     Thenco- 1  Nap.  w. 
forward  all  his  energies  were  turned  towards  the  Egyp-  ^^  33.^^; 
tian  expedition.^  z.  lo. 

It  was  not  the  difficulty  of  transporting  sixty  or 
eighty  thousand  men  to  the  shores  of  Britain  which  ReMons 
deterred  Napoleon ;  the  impossibility  of  maintaining  a  J^J^^" 
strict  blockade  of  an  extensive  line  of  coast,  on  a  tem-  ^^^  Bg^iMt 
pestQous  sea,  and  the  chance  of  getting  over  unseen  luh  expedi- 
in  hazy  weather,  sufficiently  demonstrated  that  such  ^^^' 
an  attempt,  however  hazardous,  was  practicable ;  it 
was  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  maintaining  them  in 
the  country  after  they  were  landed,  and  supporting  them 
by  the  necessary  stores  and  reinforcements,  in  pre- 
sence of  a  superior  naval  force,  which  was  the  decisive 
consideration.     Supposing  the  troops  landed,  a  battle 
gained,  and  London  taken,  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  England  would  submit ;  and  how  to  maintain  the 
conquests  made,  and  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  without  continual  reinforcements,  and  an  un- 
interrupted communication  with  the  Continent,  was 
the  insurmountable  difficulty.     There  appeared  no  ra- 
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^fi^«   1a<»ial  prospect  at  this  period  of  accttmolihtiiig  a  gape* 
rior  naval  power  ia  the  Ghaonel,  or  effecting  an  open 


XXV. 


1798.  connexion  between  tibe  invading  force  and  the  ahores 
of  France  ;  and  tbie  being  the  case,  the  RepabUcaa 
anttj,  however  successful  at  firsts  must^  to  all  appear- 
ance, have  sunk  at  last  under  the  multiplied  efforts  of 
a  brave,  numerous,  and  united  people.  Thence  may 
be  seen  the  importance  of  the  naval  battles  of  St  Yin- 
1  Th.  X.  13,  cents  and  Camperdown  in  the  preceding  year  ;  the  fiite 
of  the  world  hung  upon  their  evelit*^ 

Meanwhile  the  British  government,  aware  of  the 
DefensiTe  great  preparations  which  were  making  at  once  in  so 
ul[!M^the  XQ^y  different  quarters,  and  ignorant  where  the 
Britiih  go-  Uo^  wafe  to  fall,  made  every  atranirement  which 
prudence  (^ould  suggest  to  ward  off  the  impwiding 
danger.  They  had  little  apprehension  as  to  the  issue 
of  a  contest  on  the  shores  of  Britain ;  but  Ireland 
was  the  vulnerable  quarter  which  filled  them  with 
disquietude.  The  unceasing  discontents  of  that  coftn- 
try  had  formed  a  llurge  party,  if  ho  were  in  open  and 
ill-disguised  communication  with  the  French  Direo* 
tory,  and  the  narrow  escape  which  it  had  made  by 
the  dispersion  of  Hoche^s  squadron  in  Bantry  Bay, 
proved  that  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  a  decided  naval 
superiority,  could  not  always  be  able  to  secure  ito 
.  extensive  sea-coast  from  hostile  invasion.  In  these 
circumstances,  the  principal  efforts  of  the  Admiralty 
were  directed  to  strengthen  the  fleet  off  Brest  and  the 
Spanish  coasts,  from  whence  the  menaced  invasion 
might  chiefly  be  expected  to  issue;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  a  small  squadron  wae  detached  under 
Nelson,  by  Admiral  St  Vincent,  from  his  squadron 
off  Cadis,  which  now  amounted  to  eighteen  ships  of 
the  line,  to  the  Mediterranean,  which  was  i^terwards 
reinforced,  by  the  junction  of  eight  ships  of  the  line 
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under  Admiral  Curtis*  to  thirteeu  lia0-of*battle  ships,   oh  ap. 
and  one  of  fifty  guns.    The  most  active  preparations  ' 


for  defence  were  at  the  same  time  made  on  the  whole    nm. 
eoasts ;  the  vigilance  of  the  cruisers  in  the  Channel '  Ann.  Reg. 
was  redoubled ;  and  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  nsingjg^',]^!^' 
with  the  dangers  which  threatened  it,  prepared  with*  Jun^'B 
oat  dismay  to  meet  the  conqueror  of  Europe  on  then.  sis. 
British  shores.^  ^-  ^-  ^^ 

While  all  eyes  in  Europe,  however,  were  turned 
to  the  Channel,  and  the  world  awaited,  in  anxious  Napoleon 
suspense,  the  terrible  conflict  which  seemed  to  beJJ^JJ^^ 
approaching  between  the  two  powers  whose  hoB^^v  to  au- 
tility  had  so  long  divided  mankind,  the  tempest  had  E^tian 
turned  away  in  another  direction.     After  consider- ^J^JJJ^; 
able  difficulty.  Napoleon  succeeded  in  persuading  thesi<»'  "ca- 
Directory  to  undertake  the  expedition  to  Egypt ;  in  J^ng  hT^ 
vain  they  objected  that  it  was  to  expose  forty  thour 
sand  of  the  best  troops  of  the  Republic  to  destmc<> 
tion;   that  the  chance  was  small  of  escaping  the 
English  squadron ;  and  that  Austria  would  not  fail 
to  take  advantage  of  the  absence  of  its  best  general 
to  regain  her  lost  provinces.     The  ardent  mind  of 
Napoleon  obviated  every  objecticfn ;  and  at  .length 
the  government,  dazzled  by  the  splendour  of  the 
design,  and  secretly  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  rid* 
ding  themselves  of  so  formidable  a  rival,  agreed  to 
his  proposal,  and  gave  him  unlimited  powers  for 
carrying  it  into  execution*    Napoleon  instantly  ap* 
plied  himself,  with  extraordinary  activity,  to  forward 
the  expedition*     He  himself  superintended  every 
thing ;  instructions  succeeded  each  other  with  an  in* 
conceivable  rapidity ;  night  and  day  he  laboured  with 
his  secretary,  dispatching  orders  in  every  direction* 
The  IKrectory  put  at  his  disposal  forty  thousand  of 
the  best  troops  of  the  army  of  Italy ;  the  fleet  of 
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CHAP.    Brueys,  consisting  of  thirteen  ships  of  the  line  and 
^^^'    fourteen  frigates,  was  destined  to  convey  the  greater 


1798.    P^'*^  ^^  ^^^  army,  while  above  3,000,000  of  francs, 

of  the  treasure  recently  before  taken  at  Berne,  were 

granted  by  the  Directory  to  meet  the  expenses  of 

the  expedition.^     It  is  painful  to  think,  that  this 

celebrated  undertaking  should  have  been  preceded 

by  so  flagrant  an  act  of  spoliation ;  and  that  the  de- 

» Mad.  da    sirc  to  provido  for  the  charfi;es  of  the  enterprise  out 

200.  'boup.  ^f  t^®  savings  of  the  Swiss  Confederacy  during  more 

42^^ n'   *^^^  ^^^  hundred  years,  should  have  been  one  mo- 

iz.'58, 63,  tive  for  the  attack  on  the  independence  of  that  in- 

67, 6S.       offensive  republic.f  * 

*  "  Napoleon  has  thus  stated  the  objects  which  he  had  in  view  in  the 
Egyptian  expedition.  1.  To  establish,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  s 
French  colonj,  which  could  exist  without  slaves,  and  supply  the  place 
of  St  Domingo.  2.  To  open  a  vent  for  onr  manufactures  in  Africs, 
Arabia,  and  Syria,  and  obtain  for  our  commerce  the  productions  of  these 
countries.  3.  To  set  out  from  Egypt,  as  a  vast  place  cParmes,  to  posh 
forward  an  army  of  60,000  men  to  the  Indus,  rouse  the  Mahrattas  to  s 
revolt,  and  excite  against  the  English  the  population  of  these  vast  coun- 
tries. Sixty  thousand  men,  half  Europeans,  half  natives,  transported 
on  50,000  camels  and  10,000  horses,  carrying  with  them  provisions  for 
fifty  days,  water  for  six,  with  150  pieces  of  cannon,  and  double  ammu- 
nition, would  arrive  in  four  months  in  India.  The  ocean  ceased  to  be 
an  obstacle  when  vessels  were  constructed ;  the  desert  becomes  psstsWe 
the  moment  you  have  camels  and  dromedaries  in  abundance."— Nat. 
in  MoNTBOLON,  ii.  208. 

t  The  partisans  of  Napoleon  are  indignant  at  the  imputation  of  his 
The  ties-     having  recommended  or  concurred  in  the  invasion  of  Switseriand,  in 
sure  at         order  to  procure,  in  the  treasure  of  Berne,  funds  for  the  equipment  of 
^™f^"      his  Egyptian  expedition ;  but  it  is  certain  that,  in  bis  journey  through 
Toulon  by    S^tzerland,  he  asked  an  ominous  question  as  to  the  amount  of  thst 
Napoleon's  ancient  store  ;*  and,  in  his  Secret  Correspondence,  there  exists  decisiTe 
orders.         evidence  that  he  participated  in  the  shameful  act  of  robbery  which  soon 
*  Jom.  X.     afterwards  followed,  and  equipped  his  fleet  out  of  the  funds  thus  ob- 
291.    Lsc.  tained.    On  the  lUh  April  1798,  he  wrote  to  Lannes:  "I  have  re- 
ziv.  196.     ceived,  citisen-general,  the  letter  of  your  aide-de-camp.    Three  milUoBf 
have  been  dispatched,  by  post,  on  the  7th  of  this  month,  from  Bern  fir 
Lyons,    Ton  wiU  find  hereunto  subjoined,  the  order  fW>m  the  treasnry 
to  its  agent  at  Lyons  to  forward  it  forthwith  to  Toulon.     Tou  will  for 
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From  his  headquarters  at  Paris  Napoleon  directed    ctap. 
the  vast  preparations  for  this  armament,  which  were [_^ 


going  forward  with  the  utmost  activity  in  all  the    1793. 
ports  of  Italy  and  the  south  of  France.   Four  stations  Magnifi. 
were  assigned  for  the  assemhly  of  the  convoys  and  «•»*  v^ 
the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  Toulon,  Genoa,  Ajao*for  the  ex- 
cio,  and  Civita  Vecchia ;  at  the  latter  harbour,  trans-  p*^*****"* 
ports  were  moored  alongside  of  the  massy  piers  of 
Roman  architecture  to  the  bronze  rings^  still  unde- 
cayed,  which  were  fixed  in  their  blocks  by  the  Em- 
peror  Trajan.      A  numerous   artillery,   and   three 
thousand  cavalry,  were  collected  at  these  different 
stations,  destined  to  be  mounted  on  the  incomparable 
horses  of  Egypt.     The  most  celebrated  generals  of 
the  Republic,  Desaix  and  Kleber,  as  yet  strangers 
to  the  fortunes  of  Napoleon,  as  well  as  those  who 
had  so  ably  seconded  his  efforts  in  Italy,  Lannes, 
Murat,  Junot,  Regnier,  Barraguay  d'Hilliers,  Vau- 
bois,  Bern,  Belliard,  and  Dommartin,  were  ranged 

this  inupoee  cause  it  to  be  embarked  on  the  Rhone ;  you  wiU  accompany 
it  to  Ayignon :  and  from  thence  convey  it^  by  post,  to  Tonlon.  Do  not 
fail  to  inform  me  of  what  different  pieces  the  three  millibns  consist." 
On  the  17th  April  he  again  writes  to  Lannes :  "  From  the  information 
I  have  receired  from  Berne,  the  three  millions  should  anive,  at  the 
very  latest,  on  the  19th  at  Lyons.  Forward  them  instantly  on  their 
arriral ;  do  not  go  to  bed  till  this  is  done ;  get  ready  in  the  mean  time 
the  boats  for  their  reception ;  dispatch  a  courier  to  me  the  instant  they 
are  fairly  on  board."  And  on  the  same  day  he  wrote  to  the  authorities 
chaiged  at  Tonlon  with  the  preparation  of  the  expedition ;  "  The  trea- 
•niy  has  given  orders  that  three  millions  should  be  forthwith  forwarded 
to  Toulon.  The  sailors  of  Bruey's  squadron  must  be  paid  the  instant 
the  three  mUtiont  arrive /r<mi  Berne"  And,  on  the  20th  April,  he  wrote 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  at  Fans :  '*  You  have  only  given 
orders,  citizen-conunissioners,  for  the  transmission  of  such  part  of  the 
three  miUions  at  Lyons,  as  are  in  francs  and  piastres,  to  Toulon  :  It  is 
indi^ksnsable,  however,  that  we  have  it  all ;  you  will  be  good  enough, 
therefore,  to  send  orders  to  your  agent  at  Lyons  for  the  transmission  of 
the  whole,  of  whatever  descriptions  of  coin  it  is  composedi" — See  Cor- 
retp.  Confd,  de  Napohan,  v.,  74,  85,  86,  87,  102. 
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CHAP,   under  bis  commoDd.    CaSBrelli  commanded  the  en- 
^^^'    gineera ;  Bertbier,  who  could  hardly  tear  himself 
1798.    from  the  fascinatiou  of  beauty  at  Paris,  the  staff; 
the  most  illustrioua  philosopherB  and  artists  of  the 
>  sanry,  1.  age,  Monge,  Berthollet,  Fourier,  Larrey,  Deegenettea, 
^^"^^Qooffj^j  g(  Hilaire,  and  Benon,  attended  the  expe- 
^"■u-     dition.     Genius,  in  every  department,  hastened  to 
range  itself  under  the  burners  of  the  youthful  hero.^ 
The  disturbance  at  Vienna,  on  account  of  the  JeU 
NapoiMD    given  by  Bemadotte,  the  ambassador  of  the  Republic 
ItbTn^"'*'  *^^  Imperial  Court,  which  will  be  afterwards 
Atj-         mentioned,  retarded  for  fifteen  days  the  departure  of 
the  expedition.   During  that  period,  Europe  awaited 
with  breathless  anxiety  the  course  of  the  storm,  which 
it  was  well  known  was  now  ready  to  burst.    Bour- 
rienne,  on  this  occaaiou,  asked  Napoleon,  if  he  was 
finally  determined  to  risk  his  fate  on  the  expeditioD 
to  Egypt. — "  Yes,"  he  replied  j  "  I  have  tried  every 
thing,  but  they  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  me. 
If  I  stayed  here,  it  would  be  necessary  to  overturn 
them^  and  make  myself  king;  but  we  must  not 
think  of  that  as  yet ;  the  nobles  would  not  consent 
to  it ;  I  have  sounded,  but  I  find  the  time  for  that 
has  not  yet  arrived ;  I  must  first  dazzle  these  gentle- 
men by  my  exploits."    In  truth,  he  was  convinced 
at  this  period  that  he  had  no  chance  of  escaping 
destruction,  but  by  persisting  in  his  Oriental  expe- 
dition.    The  intelligence  of  the  tumult  at  Vienna, 
and  the  appearance  of  approaching  hostilities  be- 
tween Austria  and  France,  induced   Napoleon  to 
change  his  plan ;  and  he  earnestly  represented  to  the 
Directory  the  impolicy  of  continuing  the  Egyptian 
project  at  such  a  crisis.    Bat  the  rulers  of  Franc« 
Were  now  thoroughly  awakened  to  the  danger  the^ 
ran  from  the  ascendency  of  Napoleon,  and  the  only 
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answer  they  made  to  his  representation  was  a  posi^   chap. 
tive  order  to  leave  Paris  on  the  8d  May.     This  led    ^^^' 


to  a  warm  altercation  between  him  and  the  Directory,    1798. 
in  the  course  of  which  he  resorted  %o  his  former 
BianoauTre  of  tendering  his  resignation/   But  on  this 
occasion  it  did  not  succeed.     Presenting  him  with  a 
pen,  Rewbell  said  coldly,  ''  You  wish  to  retire  from 
the  service,  general  ?    If  you  do,  the  Republic  will 
doubtless  lose  a  brave  and  skilful  chief ;  but  it  has 
still  enough  of  sons  who  will  not  abandon  it.'^  Merlin 
upon  this  interposed,  and  put  an  end  to  so  dangerous 
an  altercation ;  and  Napoleon,  devouring  the  affront, 
prepared  to  follow  out  his  Egyptian  expedition,  say-'  Hard.vL 
ing,  in  private,  to' Bourrienne,  "  The  pear  is  not  yet^^flf; 
ripe ;  let  us  depart^  we  shall  return  when  the  moment  ^^'  ^ 
is  arrived."^ 

Napoleon  having  completed  his  preparations,  ar- 
rived at  Toulon  on  the  9th  May  1798,  and  imme-^J;y>i«on 
diately  took  the  command  of  the  army.     Never  had  Touiom 
so  splendid  an  armament  appeared  on  the  ocean.  ^^[^'^ 
The  fleet  consisted  of  13  ships  of  the  line,  two  of^^« 
64  guns,  14  frigates,  72  brigs  and  cutters,  and  400Hiih^aet 
transports.     It  bore  thirty-six  thousand  soldiers  of  J^"""^ 
all  arms,  and  above  ten  thousand  sailors.     Before 
embarking,  the  general-in-chief,  after  his  usual  cus- 
tom, addressed  the  following  proclamation  to  his 
troops : — '^^  Soldiers  !    You  are  one  of  the  wings  of 
the  Army  of  England ;  you  have  made  war  in  moun- 
tains, plains^  and  cities ;  it  remains  to  make  it  on 
the  ocean.      The  Roman  legions,  whom  you  have 
often  imitated  but  not  yet  equalled,  combated  Car- 
thage, by  turns,  on  the  se&s  and  on  the  plains  of 
Zama.     Victory  never  deserted  their  standards,  b^ 
cause  they  never  ceased  to  be  brave,  patient,  and 
united.     Soldiers!    the  eyes  of  Europe  are  upon 
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CHAP,    you ;  you  have  great  destinies  to  accomplish ;  battles 
^^^'    to  fight ;  dangers  and  fatigues  to  overcome ;  you  are 


1798.  &l>out  to  do  more  than  you  have  yet  done  for  the 
prosperity  of.  your  country,  the  happiness  of  man, 
and  your  own  glory.  The  genius  of  liberty,  which 
has  rendered,  from  its  birth,  the  Republic  the  arbiter 
of  Europe,  has  now  determined  that  it  should  become 
so  of  the  seas,  and  of  the  most  distant  nations.^^  In 
such  magnificent  mystery  did  this  great  man  en- 
velope his  designs,  even  when  on  the  eve  of  their 
execution.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  Napoleon,  before 
embarking,  was  to  issue  a  humane  proclamation  to 
the  military  commissions  of  the  9th  division,  in  which 
Toulon  was  situated,  in  which  he  severely  censured 
the  cruel  application  of  one  of  the  harsh  laws  of  the 
19th  Fructidor  to  old  men  above  seventy  years  of 
age,  children  in  infancy,  and  women  with  child,  who 
1  Boar.  ii.  had  bocn  seized  and  shot  for  violating  that  tyrannical 
111',  u'.  81.  ^dict.  This  interposition  gave  universal  satisfaction, 
jom.  X.  and  added  another  laurel  of  a  purer  colour  to  those 
which  already  encircled  the  brows  of  the  general.* 
At  length,  on  the  19th  May,  the  fleet  set  sail  in 
Ezpediium  the  fiuost  woathcr,  amidst  the  discharges  of  cannon 
V^J^'  and  the  acclamations  of  an  immense  crowd  of  inhar 
bitauts.  The  L  Orient  grounded  at  leaving  the  har- 
bour, by  reason  of  its  enormous  bulk  :  it  was  taken 
as  a  sinister  omen  by  the  sailors,  more  alive  than 
any  other  class  of  men  to  superstitious  impressions. 
The  fleet  sailed  in  the  first  instance  towards  Genoa, 
and  thence  to  Ajaccio  and  Civita  Castellana,  and 
having  effected  a  junction  with  the  squadron  in  those 
harbours,  bore  away  with  a  fair  wind  for  Malta.  In 
coasting  the  shores  of  Italy,  they  descried  from  on 
board  the  L'Orient  the  snowy  summit  of  the  Alps  in 
the  extreme  distance.     Napoleon  gazed  with  feeling 
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at  the  mountains  which  had  been  the  witnessed  of  his    chap. 
early  achievements.     "  I  cannot/'  said  he,  "  behold |_ 


without  emotion  the  land  of  Italy ;  these  mountains    1708. 
command  the  plains  where  I  have  so  often  led  the 
French  to  victory.     Now  we  are  bound  for  the  east ; 
with  them  victory  is  still  secure.''     His  conversation 
was  peculiarly  animated  during  the  whole  voyage ; 
every  headland,  every  promontory,  recalled  some  glo- 
rious exploit  of  ancient  history ;  and  his  imagination 
kindled  with  fresh  fire,  as  the  fleet  approached  the '  Boar.  u. 
shores  of  Asia,  and  the  scenes  of  the  greatest  deeds  je!   Th. ' 
which  have  illustrated  the  annals  of  mankind.^  ^  *^* 

On  the  16th  June,  after  a  prosperous  voyage,  the 
white  cliffs  and  superb  fortifications  of  Malta  appear-  AnivM 
ed  in  dazzling  brilliancy  above  the  unruffled  sea.^j^**' 
The  fleet  anchored  before  the  harbour  which  had  so  capitulates 
gloriously  resisted  the  whole  force  of  the  Turks  under  firing  » 
Solyman  the  Magnificent ;  its  bastions  were  stronger,  'g^*  j^^^^ 
its  artillery  more  numerous,  than  under  the  heroic 
Lavalette ;  but  the  spirit  of  the  order  was  gone :  a 
few  hundred  chevaliers,  lost  in  effeminacy  and  indo- 
lence, intrusted  to  three  thousand  feeble  mercenaries 
and  as  many  militia  the  defence  of  the  place,  and  its 
noble  works  seemed  ready  to  become  the  prey  of  any 
invader  who  had  inherited  the  ancient  spirit  of  the 
defenders  of  Christendom.     Before  leaving  France, 
the  capitulation  of  the  place  had  been  secured  by 
secret  intelligence  with  the  Grand  Master  and  prin- 
cipal officers.     Desaix  and  Savary  landed,  and  ad- 
vanced without  opposition  to  the  foot  of  the  ram- 
parts. Terms  of  accommodation  were  speedily  agreed  «  Th.  x,  S5, 
on ;  the  town  was  surrendered  on  condition  that  the  gn^/f.*' 
Grand  Master  should  obtain  600,000  francs,  a  prin- 1^^  J^- »• 
cipality  in  Germany,  or  a  pension  for  life  of  300,000  Miot.  ix.' 
francs  f  the  French  chevaliers  were  promised  a  pen-    ' 
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CHAP,  sion  of  700  francs  Sryear  each ;  and  the  trioolonr  flag 
.  speedily  waved  on  the  ancient  bulwark  of  the  Chri&- 


1798.    *ian  world. 

So  strongly  were  the  generals  impressed  with  their 
lu  prodi-  good  fortune  on  this  occasion,  that  in  passing  through 
^^  ^     the  impregnable  defences,  Caffarelli  said  to  Napoleon, 
^^  It  is  well,  general,  that  there  was  some  one  within 
to  open  the  gates  to  us ;  we  should  have  had  more 
trouble  in  making  our  way  through,  if  the  place  had 
been  empty."    On  entering  into  the  place  the  French 
knew  not  how  to  congratulate  themselves  on  the  ad* 
dress  on  the  one  side,  and  pusillanimity  on  the  other, 
which  had  obtained  for  them^  without  firing  a  shot, 
so  immense  an  acquisition.     They  were  never  wearj 
of  examining  the  boundless  fortifications,  and  stu- 
penduous  monuments  of  perseverance,  which  it  con- 
tained ;  the  luxury  and  magnificence  of  the  palaces 
which  the  grand  Masters  had  erected  during  the 
many  centuries  of  their  inglorious  repose,  and  the 
incomparable  harbour,  which  allowed  the  L'Orient 
to  touch  the  quay,  and  was  capable  of  containing  six 
hundred  sail  of  the  line.     In  securing  and  organizing 
this  new  colony.  Napoleon  displayed  his  wonted 
activity;   its  innumerable  batteries  were  speedily 
armed,  and  General  Vaubois  left  at  the  head  of  three 
thousand  men  to  superintend  its  defence.     All  the 
1  Jom.  z.    Turkish  prisoners  found  in  the  galleys  were  set  at 
^^^ .    liberty,  and  scattered  through  the  fleet,  in  order  to 
S3.   Boar,  producc  a  moral  influence  on  the  Mahometan  popu* 
Bai^vi.'  lation  in  the  countries  to  which  their  course  was 
'^^  bound.^ 

The  secret  of  the  easy  conquest  of  this  impr^ 

Becretof    nable  island  by  Napoleon,  is  t6  be  found  in  the 

alaquSt.    estrangement  of  the  chevaliers  of  other  nations  bom 

Baron  Hompesch,  die  Grand  Master,   whom  thej 
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disliked  on  account  of  faifi  Qerman  descent,  and  the    <^u^. 
intrigues  long  before  practised  among  the  knights  of  _ 


French  and  Italian  birth  by  a  secret  agent  of  Napo*  1798. 
leon.  Such  was  the  division  produced  by  these  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  garrison  was  incapable  of  mak- 
ing any  resistance ;  and  the  leading  knights,  them- 
selyes  chiefs  in  the  conspiracy,  had  so  prepared  mat* 
ters,  by  disarming  batteries,  proYiding  neither  stores 
nor  ammunition,  and  disposing  the  troops  in  disad- 
rantageoos  situations,  that  resistance  was  from  the 
first  perfectly  hopeless.  No  sooner,  however,  were 
the  gates  delivered  up  than  these  unworthy  succes- 
sors of  the  defenders  of  Christendom  repented  of  their 
weakness*  The  treasure  of  St  John,  the  accumular 
tion  of  ages,  the  silver  plate  of  all  the  churches,  pa- 
laces, and  hospitals,  were  seized  on  with  merciless 
avidity ;  And  all  the  ships  of  war,  artillery,  and  arse- 
nak  of  the  order,  converted  to  the  uses  of  the  £e-i  Hard.  ▼!. 

public.^*  70,76,77. 

Having  secured  this  important  conquest,  and  left 
a  sufficient  garrison  to  maintain  it  for  the  Republic,  10th  Jane. 
Napoleon  set  sail  for  Egypt»     The  voyage  was  unin-yerMtira 
terrupted  by  any  accident,  and  the  general,  enjoying ^J^'^*^* 
the  beaatiftil  sky  of  the  Mediterranean,  remained  of  the  yoy- 
constantly  on  deck,  conversing  with  Monge  imd  Ber-"^ 
thoUet  on  subjects  of  sci^ice,  the  age  of  the  world, 

*  80  Mrly  UB  lUh  Hfovmbex  I7d7>  N^K>le<m  had  conmieiiced  hit 
intrignes  with  ihd  Knights  of  Midta.  On  that  da^r  he  wrote  to  Talley- 
rand :  ^  Ton  will  receire  herewith  a  copy  of  the  commission  t  hare 
pfm  to  dttan  Poasseligne,  and  my  letter  to  the  Consul  of  Malta. 
The  trne  olgecl  of  his  mission  is  to  put  the  finishing  hand  to  the  projects 
we  have  in  view  on  Malta." — Conf.  Betp.  Napoleon  to  Talletband, 
14<A  Nov,  17^7.  In  the  Jannary  following,  this  agent  contriredy  by 
fibenl  gifts,  pranisBs,  and  eutertsinmentay  to  seduce  from  their'aUe- 
gJAi^^  ^  that  nnmexOQS  part  of  the  g^niaon  and  knights  who  were  in- 
clined to  democratic  principles. — Hard.  t.  467i  460. 
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CHAP,   the  probable  mode  of  its  destruction,  the  forms  of 
^^^'  ^  religion,  the  decline  of  the  Byzantine  empire.    These 


1798.    interesting  themes  were  often  interrupted,  however, 
by  the  consideration  of  what  would  occur  if  the  fleet 
were  to  encounter  the  squadron  of  Nelson.    Admiral 
Brueys,  forcibly  struck  by  the  crowded  state  of  the 
ships,  and  the  encumbrance  which  the  soldiers  would 
prove  in  the  event  of  an  action,  and  especially  to  the 
L^Orient,  which  had  nearly  two  thousand  men  on 
board,  could  not  conceal  his  apprehensions  of  the 
result  of  such  an  engagement.     Napoleon,  less  accus- 
tomed to  maritime  affairs,  contemplated  the  event 
with  more  calmness.     The  soldiers  were  constantly 
trained  to  work  the  great  guns ;  and  as  there  were 
1  Nap.  iL    five  hundred  on  board  each  ship  of  the  line,  he  flat- 
ii?^'3  ^3^'  ^^^  himself  that  in  a  close  action  they  would  sue- 
Th,  X.  87.  ceed  by  boarding  in  discomfiting  the  enemy .^ 

Meanwhile,  Nelson^s  fleet  had  arrived  on  the  20th 
Move-       June  before  Naples;  from  thence  he  hastened  to 
vl^Bon;     Messina,  where  he  received  intelligence  of  the  sur- 
the^RJiSJS  ^®^^®^  ^^  Malta,  and  that  the  French  were  steering 
fleet.         for  Candia.      He  instantly  directed  his  course  for 
Alexandria,  where  he  arrived  on  the  29th,  and  find- 
ing no  enemy  there,  set  sail  for  the  north,  imagining 
that  the  expedition  was  bound  for  the  Dardanelles. 
It  is  a  singular  circumstance  that  on  the  night  of  the 
22d  June,  the  French  and  English  fleets  crossed 
each  other^s  track,  without  either  party  discovering 
their  enemy.     During  the  night,  as  the  French  fleet 
approached  Egypt,   the   discharge  of  cannon  was 
■  s^vary,  i.  heard  on  the  right ;  it  was  the  signal  which  Nelson 
u.  84.  ^^'  gave  to  his  squadron,  which  at  this  moment  was  not 
Miot!*74*'  ^^^^  ^^^  fi^^  leagues  distant,  steering  northward 
Nap.ii.  167.  from  the  coast  of  Egypt,  where  he  had  been  vainly 
329.  *  *   seeking  the  French  armament.'     For  several  hours, 
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the  two  fleets  were  within  a  few  leagues  of  each  >^hap. 
other.    Had  he  sailed  a  little  further  to  the  left,  or 


passed  during  the  day,  the  two  squadrons  would  have    1798. 
met,  and  an  earlier  battle  of  Aboukir  changed  the 
fortunes  of  the  world. 

At  length,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  July,  the 
shore  of  Egypt  was  discovered  stretching  as  far  as  Egypt  is 
the  eye  could  reach  from  east  to  west.     Low  sand-Na^ie^' 
hills,  surmounted  by  a  few  scattered  palms,  presented  J|^*^»  ^^ 
little  of  interest  to  the  ordinary  eye ;  but  the  mina- against 
rets  of  Alexandria,  the  needle  of  Cleopatra,  and  the whiS°u^"' 
pillar  of  Pompey,  awakened  those  dreams  of  ancient  *^«°- 
grandeur   and  Oriental  conquest,  which  had  long 
floated  in  the  mind  of  Napoleon.     It  was  soon  learned 
that  the  English  fleet  had  only  left  the  roads  two 
days  before,  and  had  departed  for  the  coasts  of  Syria 
in  quest  of  the  French  expedition.      The  general 
forthwith  pressed  the  landing  of  the  troops ;  it  was 
begun  on  the  evening  of  their  arrival,  and  continued 
with  the  utmost  expedition  through  the  whole  night ; 
and  at  one  in  the  morning,  as  the  state  of  the  tide 
permitted  the  galley  on  which  he  stood  to  approach 
the  shore,  he  immediately  disembarked,  and  formed 
three  thousand  men  amidst  the  sandhills  of  the  desert. 
At  daybreak.  Napoleon  advanced  at  the  head  of  about 
five  thousand  men,  being  all  that  were  already  formed, 
towards  Alexandria.     The  shouts  from  the  ramparts, 
and  the  discharge  of  some  pieces  of  artillery,  left  no 
doubt  as  to  the  hostile  intentions  of  the  Mamelukes ; 
an  assault  was  immediately  ordered ;  and,  in  a  short 
time,  the  French  grenadiers  reached  the  top  of  the 
walls.     Kleber  was  struck  by  a  ball  on  the  head, 
and  Menou  thrown  down  from  the  top  of  the  rampart 
to  the  bottom  ;  but  the  ardour  of  the  French  soldiers 

VOL.  III.  H  h 
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CHAP,   overcame  eyery  resistance ;  and  the  negligence  of 
^^^'    the  Turks  having  left  one  of  the  principal  gates  open 


1798.  during  the  assault,  the  defenders  of  the  walls  were 
speedily  taken  in  rear  hy  those  who  rushed  in  at  that 
entrance,  and  fled  in  confusion  into  the  interior  of 
the  city.  The  conquerors  were  astonished  to  find  a 
large  space  filled  with  ruins  hetween  the  exterior 
walls  and  the  inhabited  houses ;  an  ordinary  feature 
in  Asiatic  towns,  where  the  tyranny  of  the  govern- 
ment usually  occasions  an  incessant  diminution  of 
population,  and  ramparts,  even  of  recent  formation, 
are  speedily  found  to  be  too  extensive  for  the  declin- 
ing numbers  of  the  people.  The  soldiers,  who,  not- 
withstanding their  military  ardour,  did  not  share  the 
Eastern  visions  of  their  chief,  were  soon  dissatisfied 
with  the  poverty  and  wretchedness  which  they  found 
among  the  inhabitants ;  the  brilliant  anticipations  of 
*  Berthier,  Oriental  luxuTy  gave  way  to  the  sad  realities  of  a  life 
^'  J  of  privation  ;  and  men,  in  want  of  food  and  lodging, 
35, 37/d8.  derived  little  satisfaction  from  the  obelisks  of  the 
Ptolemies,  or  the  sarcophagus  of  Alexander.^ 

Before  advancing  into  the  interior  of  the  country, 
His  first    Napoleon  issued  the  following  proclamation  to  lua 
S^^OT*    soldiers : — "Soldiers !  You  are  about  to  undertake  a 
landing,  to  couquost  fraught  with  incalculable  effects  upon  the 
commerce  and  civilization  of  the  world.     You  will 
inflict  upon  England  the  most  grievous  stroke  she 
can  sustain  before  receiving  her  death-blow.     The 
people  with  whom  we  are  about  to  live  are  Maho- 
metans.    Their  first  article  of  faith  is,  ^  There  is  but 
one  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet.^    Contradict 
them  not.     Behave  to  them  as  you  have  done  to  the 
Jews  and  the  Italians ;  show  the  same  regard  to  their 
Muftis  and  Imams  as  you  did  to  their  Rabbis  and 
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Bishops ;  manifest  for  the  ceremonies  of  the  Koran    chap. 
the  same  respect  as  you  have  shown  to  the  convents  ^ 


and  the  synagogues,  the  religion  of  Moses  and  that    1793. 
of  Jesus  Christ,      The  first  town  we  are  about  to 
enter  was  built  by  Alexander ;  at  every  step  we  shall 
meet  with  recollections  worthy  to  excite  the  emula- 
tion of  Frenchmen."     This  address  contains  a  faith- 
ful picture  of  the  feeling  of  the  French  army  on  re- 
ligious subjects  at  this  period.     They  not  only  con- 
sidered the  Christian  faith  as  an  entire  fabrication, 
but  were  for  the  most  part  ignorant  of  its  very  ele- 
ments.    Lavallette  ha43  recorded,  that  hardly  one  of 
them  had  ever  been  in  a  church ;  and  in  Palestine,  *  i^v.  i. 
they  were  ignorant  even  of  the  names  of  the  holiest  u.  77, 78^* 
places  in  sacred  history.^  ^*  *•  ®^- 

Egypt,  on  which  the  French  army  was  now  fairly 
landed,  and  which  became  the  theatre  of  such  memor-  i>«crip- 
able  exploits,  is  one  of  the  most  singular  countries  Egypt 
in  the  world,  not  only  from  its  geographical  position 
but  its  physical  conformation.  It  consists  entirely 
of  the  valley  of  the  Nile,  which,  taking  its  rise  in  the 
mountains  of  Abyssinia,  after  traversing  for  six  hun- 
dred leagues  the  arid  deserts  of  Africa,  and  receiving 
the  tributary  waters  of  the  Bahr-el-Abiad,  perhaps 
the  greater  stream  of  the  two,  precipitates  itself  by 
the  cataracts  of  Sennaar  into  the  lower  valley,  two 
hundred  leagues  long,  which  fonns  the  country  of 
Egypt.  Altogether  the  Nile,  from  its  source  in  the 
chain  of  Djebel-el-Kamar,  is  950  leagues,  or  2500 
miles.  This  valley,  though  of  such  immense  length, 
is  in  general  only  from  one  to  six  leagues  in  breadth, 
and  bounded  on  either  side  by  the  rocky  mountains 
of  the  desert.  Its  habitable  and  cultivated  portion 
is  entirely  confined  to  that  part  of  the  surface  which 
is  overflowed  by  the  inundations  of  the  fertilizing 
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CHAP,   stream  :  as  far  as  the  waters  rise,  the  soil  is  of  extra- 

[_  ordinary  fertility ;  beyond  it  the  glowing  desert  is 

1798.    alone  to  be  seen.     At  the  distance  of  fifty  leagues  from 
the  sea,  the  Nile  divides  itself  into  two  branches,  which 
fall  into  the  Mediterranean,  one  at  Rosetta,  the  other 
at  Damietta.    The  triangle  having  these  two  branches 
for  its  sides  and  the  sea  for  its  base,  is  called  the 
Delta,  and  constitutes  the  richest  and  most  fertile 
district  of  Egypt,  being  perfectly  level,  intersected 
by  canab,  and  covered  with  the  most  luxuriant  ve^ 
getaticm.     The  soil  of  this  singular  valley  was  ori- 
ginally as  barren  as  the  arid  ridges  which  adjoin  it; 
but  it  has  acquired  an  extraordinary  degree  of  rich- 
ness from  the  well-known  inundations  of  the  Nile. 
These  floods,  arising  from  the  melting  of  the  snoir 
and  heavy  rains  of  July  and  August  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Abyssinia,  cause  the  river  to  rise  gradually, 
during  a  period  of  nearly  three  months.     It  begins  to 
swell  in  the  middle  of  June,  and  continues  to  rise  till 
the  end  of  September,  when  it  attains  the  height  of 
sixteen  or  eighteen  feet.     The  fertility  of  the  coun- 
'  Maite-     try  is  just  in  proportion  to  the  height  of  the  inun- 
Th.  z.  02,  dation :  hence  it  is  watched  with  the  utmost  anxietj 
^'271^^*. ^y  the  inhabitants,  and  public  rejoicings  are  ordered 
Sayaiy,  I.   whcu  the  NilometeT  at  Cairo  indicates  a  foot  or  two 
'    '      greater  depth  of  water  than  usual.^ 

It  never  rains  in  Egypt-     Centuries  may  elapse 
AstoniBh-   without  moFO  than  a  shower  of  drizzling  mist  moisten- 
of^he  ^  i'lg  the  surface  of  the  soiL    Hence  cultivation  can 
Sfniu ''^  oalybe  extended  beyond  the  level  to  which  the  water 
rises  by  an  artificial  system  of  irrigation;  and  the 
eflPorts  made  in  this  respect  by  the  ancient  inhabi- 
tants, constitute,  perhaps,  the  most  wonderful  of  the 
many  monuments  of  industry  which  they  have  left 
to  succeeding  ages.     During  the  inundation,  the  level 
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plain  of  Egypt  is  flooded  with  water ;  the  villages,   chap. 
detached  from  each  other,   communicate  only  by    ^^^' 


boats,  and  appear  like  the  islands  on  the  LagunaB  of    1798. 
Venice,  in  the  midst  of  the  watery  waste.     No  sooner, 
however,  have  the  floods  retired,  than  the  soil,  co- 
rered  to  a  considerable  depth  by  a  rieh  slime,  is  cul^ 
tivated  and  sown ;  and  the  seed,  vegetating  quickly 
in  that  rich  mould,  and  under  a  tropical  sun,  springs 
ap,  and  in  three  months  yields  a  hundred  and  some- 
times a  hundred  and  fifty  fold.     During  the  whole 
winter  months  the  soil  is  covered  with  the  richest 
harvests,  besprinkled  with  flowers,  and  dotted  by  in- 
numerable flocks ;  but  in  March  the  great  heats  be- 
gin, the  earth  cracks  from  excessive  drought,  vege-i  xh.  x.  95. 
tation  disappears,  and  the  country  is  fast  relapsing  ^^'  *^ 
into  the  sterility  of  the  desert,  when  the  annual  floods  MaiW 
of  the  Nile  again  cover  it  with  their  vivifying  waters,^  |^^** 

All  the  varied  productions  of  the  temperate  and 
the  torrid  zone  flourish  in  this  favoured  region.     Be-proaws- 
sides  all  the  grains  of  Europe,  Egypt  produces  the*^®"*^ 
finest  crops  of  nee,  maize,  sugar,  indigo,  cotton,  and  try.   its 
senna.     It  has  no  oil,  but  the  opposite  coasts  of^^^. 
Greece  furnish  it  in  abundance ;  nor  coffee,  but  it  is 
supplied  in  profusion  from  the  adjoining  mountains 
of  Arabia.     Hardly  any  trees  are  to  be  seen  over  its 
vast  extent ;  a  few  palms  and  sycamores,  in  the  vil*- 
lages  alone,  rise  above  the  luxuriant  vegetation  of 
the  plain.     Its  horses  are  celebrated  over  all  the 
world  foff  their  beauty,  their  spirit,  and  their  incom- 
parable docility;  and  it  possesses  the  camel,  that 
wonderful  animal,  which  can  support  thirst  for  days 
together,  tread  without  fatigue  the  moving  sands, 
and  traverse  like  a  living  ship  the  ocean  of  the  desert. 
Every  year,  immense  caravans  arrive  at  Cairo  from 
Syria  and  Arabia  on  the  one  side,  and  the  interior 
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CHAP,   of  Africa  on  the  other.     They  bring  all  that  belongs 
^^^'    to  the  regions  of  the  sun — ^gold,  ivory,  ostrich  feathers. 


1798.    S^^  aromatics  of  all  sorts,  coffee,  tobacco,  spices, 

perfumes,  with  the  numerous  slaves  which  mark  the 

degradation  of  the  human  species  in  those  favoured 

countries.     Cairo  becomes,  at  that  period,  an  entr^ 

pot  for  the  finest  productions  of  the  earth,  of  those 

which  the  genius  of  the  West  will  never  be  able  to 

rival,  but  for  which  their  opulence  and  luxury  afford 

a  never-failing  demand.      Thus  the  commerce  of 

» Maite-     Egypt  is  the  only  one  in  the  globe  which  never  can 

37^5.^     decay ;  but  must,  under  a  tolerable  government,  con- 

2oo'205     ^^^^^  ^^  flourish,  as  long  as  the  warmth  of  Asia  fur- 

Th.  X,  95,  nishes  articles  which  the  industry  and  perseverance 

®^'  of  Europe  are  desirous  of  possessing.^ 

In  ancient  times,  Egypt  and  Lybia,  it  is  well 
Decay  of  kuowu,  wore  the  granary  of  Rome ;  and  the  masters 
latlo^J^co  ^f  '^®  world  depended  for  their  subsistence  on  the 
ancient      floods  of  the  Nilc.^    Evou  at  the  time  of  the  con- 

tunes,  and 

importance  quosts  of  the  Mahometans,  the  former  is  said  to  have 
^Aiexan-  cQ^^a^J^g(J  twenty  millions  of  souls,  including  those 
*Tac.  Ann.  ^^q  dwelt  in  the  adjoining  Oases  of  the  desert.  This 
vast  population  is  by  no  means  incredible,  if  the  pro- 
digious fertility  of  the  soil,  wherever  water  can  be 
conveyed,  is  considered;  and  the  extent  to  which, 
under  a  paternal  government,  the  system  of  artificial 
irrigation  can  be  carried.  It  is  to  the  general  decay 
of  all  the  great  establishments  for  the  watering  of 
the  country  which  the  industry  of  antiquity  had  con- 
structed, that  we  are  to  ascribe  the  present  limited 
extent  of  agriculture,  and  the  perpetual  encroach- 
ments which  the  sands  of  the  desert  are  making 
on  the  region  of  human  cultivation.  Alexandria, 
selected  by  the  genius  of  Alexander  the  Great  to  be 
the  capital  of  his  vast  empire,  is  situated  at  the 
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opening  of  one  of  the  old  mouths  of  the  Nile,  but    chap. 
which  is  now  choked  with  sand,  and  only  covered    ^^^' 
with  water  in  extraordinary  floods.      Its  harbour,    x798. 
capable  of  containing  all  the  navies  of  Europe,  is  the 
only  safe  or  accessible  port  between  Carthage  and  the 
shores  of  Palestine.      Vessels  drawing  twenty-one 
feet  of  water  can  enter  without  difficulty,  but  those  ^  Nap.  a, 
of  larger  dimensions  only  when  lightened  of  their  ^3;  ^^'^^ 
gans.    Rosetta  and  Damietta  admit  only  barks ;  the^^*  ^76, 280. 
bar  at  the  entrance  of  their  harbours  having  only  Bnm,  z. 
six  feet  of  water.^  ^^»  *^- 

At  the  period  of  this  expedition  to  Egypt,  the 
population  of  the  country,  consisting  of  two  millions  Account 
five  hundred  thousand  souls,  was  divided  into  four  ^[JJ^^ 
classes;  the  Mamelukes  or  Circassians,  the  Jani-<^*^« 
zaries,  the  Arabs,  and  the  Copts  or  natives  of  the  Mame- 
soil.    The  Mamelukes,  who  were  the  actual  rulers  ^^®'' 
of  the  country,  consisted  of  young  Circassians,  torn 
in  infancy  from  their  parents,  and  transported  into 
Egypt,  to  form  the  armed  force  of  that  province  of 
the  Turkish  empire.      Bred  up  in  camps,  without 
any  knowledge  of  their  country  or  relations,  without 
either  a  home  or  kindred,  they  prided  themselves 
solely  on  their  horses,  their  arms,  and  their  military 
prowess.      This  singular  militia  was  governed  by 
twenty-four  Beys,  the  least  considerable  of  whom 
was  followed  by  five  or  six  hundred  Mamelukes, 
whom  they  maintained  and  equipped.     This  body 
of  twelve  thousand  horsemen,  each  of  whom  was 
attended  by  two  helots  or  servants,  constituted  the 
military  strength  of  the  country,  and  formed  the 
finest  body  of  cavalry  in  the  world.     "  The  bits  in 
their  horses^  mouths  are  so  powerful,  that  the  most 
fiery  steeds  are  speedily  checked,  even  at  full  career, 
by  an  ordinary  hand.     Their  stirrups  are  extremely 
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CHAP,   ghort,  and  give  the  rider  great  power  both  in  com- 


1798.  the  pommel  and  back  part  of  the  saddle  are  so  high, 
that  the  horseman,  though  wounded,  can  scarcely 
lose  his  balance ;  he  can  even  sleep  without  falling, 
as  he  would  do  in  an  atm-chair.  The  horse  is  bur- 
dened by  no  bagga^  or  provisions,  all  of  wliich  are 
carried  by  the  rider's  servants ;  while  the  Mameluke 
himself,  covered  with  shawls  and  turbans,  is  pro- 
tected from  the  strokes  of  a  sabre.  They  are  all 
splendidly  armed ;  in  their  girdle  is  always  to  be 
seen  a  pair  of  pistols  and  a  poniard ;  from  the  saddle 
is  suspended  another  pair  of  pistols  and  a  hatchet ; 
on  one  side  is  a  sabre,  on  the  other  a  blunderboss ; 
and  the  servant  on  foot  carries  a  carabine.  They 
seldom  parry  with  the  sword,  as  their  fine  blades 
would  bre^  in  the  collision,  but  avoid  the  strokes 
•  BUot.  61,  of  their  adversary  by  skill  in  wheeling  their  horse, 
II.  U8.*^  while  they  trust  to  his  impetus  to  sever  his  head 
'^^•B'J-  from  his  body,  without  either  cut  or  thrust."^ 

The  office  of  Bey  was  not  hereditary ;  sometimes  it 
OfflM  of    descended  to  the  son,  more  generally  to  the  favourite 
tt^Jmi     **ffi*^®r  of  the  deceased  commander.    They  dirided 
Mriet.       the  country  among  them  in  feudal  sovereignty ;  nomi- 
nally equal,  but  necessarily  subject  to  the  ascendant 
of  talent,  they  exhibited  alternately  the  anarchy  of 
feudal  rule,  and  the  severity  of  military  despotism. 
They  seldom  have  been  perpetuated  beyond  the  third 
or  fourth  generation  on  the  shores  of  the  Nile ;  and 
their  numbers  are  only  kept  up  by  annual  accessions 
of  active  youths  from  the  mountains  of  Circassia. 
The  force  of  the  Beys  was  at  one  period  very  consi- 
derable ;  but  it  had  been  seriously  weakened  by  the 
Russian  conquests  in  Georgia,  which   cut  off  the 
source  from  which  their  numbers  were  recruited, 
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and  at  the  time  when  the  French  landed  in  Egypt,   chap. 
they  were  not  a  half  of  what  they  formerly  had  been ; ^ 


a  circumstance  which  contributed  more  than  any    I7g8» 
other  to  the  rapid  success  with  which  the  invasion  of 
the  latter  was  attended.     The  Turks  or  Janizaries, 
forming  the  second  part  of  the  population,  were 
introduced  on  occasion  of  the  conquest  of  Egypt  by 
the  Sultans  of  Constantinople.     They  were  about  two 
hundred  thousand  in  number,  almost  all  inscribed 
on  the  books  of  the  Janizaries,  to  acquire  their  pri- 
vileges ;  but,  as  usual  in  the  Ottoman  empire,  with 
a  very  few  of  their  number  in  reality  following  the 
stancburd  of  the  Prophet.     Those  actually  in  arms 
formed  the  guards  of  the  Pasha,  who  still  maintained 
a  shadow  of  authority  for  the  Sultan  of  Constan-iTh.z.9S, 
tinople;  but  the  great  majority  were  engaged  in^!-,,^-"- 
trades  and  handicrafts  in  the  towns,  and  kept  in  a.^^^» 
state  of  complete  subjection  to  the  haughty  rule  of  Nap.  il 
the  Mamelukes.^  ^^^'^^^' 

The  Arabs  constituted  the  great  body  of  the  popu- 
lation— at  least  two  millions  out  of  the  two  millions  Anb«  and 
and  a  half  of  which  the  inhabitants  consist.     Their  ^^ 
condition  was  infinitely  various;  some  forming  a  body  • 
of  nobles,  who  were  the  chief  proprietors  of  the  coun- 
try ;  others,  the  doctors  of  the  law  and  the  ministers 
of  religion ;  a  third  class,  the  little  proprietors,  farm- 
ers, and  cultivators.     The  whole  instruction  of  the 
country,  the  maintenance  of  its  schools,  its  mosques, 
its  laws,  and  religion,  were  in  their  hands.    A  nume* 
rons  body,  living  on  the  borders  of  the  desert,  retained 
the  roving  propensities  and  barbaric  vices  of  the 
Bedouin  race.    Mounted  on  camels  or  horses,  driving 
numerous  herds  before  them,  escorting  or  pillaging 
the  caravans  which  come  to  Cairo  from  Lybia  and 
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(?HAP.   Arabia,  they  alternately  caltivated  their  fields  on 
^^^'    the  banks  of  the  Nile,  or  fled  from  its  chores  loaded 


IT98.    ^^^^  the  spoils  of  plundered  villages.     The  indiffe- 
rence or  laxity  of  the  Turkish  rule  almost  always 
suffered  their  excesses   to   escape  with  impunity. 
Industry  languished,  and  population  declined  in  the 
districts  exposed  to  their  ravages;  and  the  plunderers, 
retreating  into  the  desert,  resumed  the  wandering 
life  of  their  forefathers,  and  reappeared  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  civilization,  only,  like  the  moving  sands,  to 
devour  the  traces  of  human  industry.     A  hundred, 
or  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  of  these  marauders 
wandered  through  the  wilderness  which  bordered  on 
'  voinej,    either  side  the  valley  of  the  Nile  :  they  could  send 
137!^^'  into  the  field  twenty  thousand  men,  admirably  mount- 
X.  98, 99.   ed,  and  matchless  in  the  skill  with  which  their  horses 
218,219,    were  managed,  but  destitute  of  discipline,  or  of  the 
u%o^*^  firmness  requisite  to  sustain  the  attack  of  regular 
101.         forces.^ 

The  Copts  constituted  the  fourth  class  of  the  people. 
Ibrahim     They  are  the  descendants  of  the  native  inhabitants 
^yj^     of  the  country ;   of  those  Egyptians  who  so  early 
Bej  ruled  excellcd  iu  the  arts  of  civilization,  and  have  left  so 
^^  coun-    jjjg^jjy  monuments  of  immortal  endurance.     Now,  in- 
sulted and  degraded,  on  account  of  the  Christian 
faith  which  they  still  profess,  they  were  cast  down 
to  the  lowest  stage  of  society  ;  their  numbers  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  thousand;  and  their  occupar 
tions  being  of  the  meanest  description.     By  one  of 
those  wonderful  revolutions  which  mark  the  lapse 
of  ages,  the  greater  part  of  the  slaves  in  the  country 
were  to  be  found  among  the  descendants  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  Sesostris.     At  the  period  of  the  arrival  of 
the  French,  two  Beys,  Ibrahim  Bey  and  MomradBey, 


HISTORY  OP  BUROPE.  491 

divided  between  them  the  sovereignty  of  Egypt,  The    chap. 
first,  rich,  sagacious,  and  powerful,  was,  by  a  sort  of 


tacit  understanding,  invested  with  the  civil  govern-    1793. 
ment  of  the  country ;  the  latter,  young,  active,  and 
enterprising,  was  at  the  head  of  its  military  estab- 
lishments.    His  ardour,  courage,  and  brilliant  quar 
lities,  rendered  him  the  idol  of  the  soldiers,  who  ad-  >  Th.  \x. 
vanced  confident  of  victory  under  his  standard.^ 

The  policy  of  Napoleon  in  invading  a  country,  uni- 
formly was,  to  rouse  the  numerous  goyerned  against  Policy  of 
the  few  governors,  and  thus  paralyze  its  means  of  re-^'Sl^g 
sistance  by  arming  one  part  of  the  population  against  ^^p^ 
the  other.  On  approaching  Egypt,  he  at  once  saw 
that,  by  rousing  the  Arabs  against  the  domination 
of  the  Beys,  not  only  the  power  of  the  latter  would 
be  weakened,  but  a  numerous  and  valuable  body  of 
auxiliaries  might  be  procured  for  the  invading  force. 
To  accomplish  this  object  it  was  necessary,  above 
all  things,  to  avoid  a  religious  war,  which  would  in- 
fallibly have  united  all  Iranks  of  the  Mussulmans 
against  the  invaders,  and  to  gain  the  affections  of  the 
Arabs  by  flattering  their  leaders,  and  indulging  their 
prejudices.  For  this  purpose  he  left  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  and  the  affairs  of  religion  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  the  Scheiks',  and  addressed  himself 
to  the  feelings  of  the  multitude  through  the  medium 
of  their  established  teachers.  For  the  Mahometan 
religion  and  its  precepts  he  professed  the  highest 
veneration ;  for  the  restoration  of  Arabian  indepen- 
dence the  most  ardent  desire ;  to  the  Beys  alone  he 
swore  eternal  and  uncompromising  hostility.  In 
this  manner  he  hoped  to  awaken  in  his  favour  both 
the  national  feelinffs  of  the  most  numerous  part  of*  Nap.  ii. 
the  people,  and  the  religious  enthusiasm  which  is  t^ ',,  i^ 
ever  so  powerful  in  the  East  f  and,  inverting  the  pa^-i^*^- 
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CHAP,   dons  of  the  Crusades,  to  rouse  in  favour  of  European 

XXV 

|_^  conquests  the  vehemence  of  Oriental  fanaticism.* 


1798.  Proceeding  on  these  principles,  Napoleon  addressed 
Hif  prod*-  the  following  singular  proclamation  to  the  Egyptian 
Sie  E^  people.  "  People  of  Egypt  I  you  will  he  told  hy  our 
*>«"•  enemies  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  your  religion. 
Believe  them  not.  Tell  them  that  I  am  come  to 
restore  your  rights,  punish  your  usurpers,  and  revive 
the  true  worship  of  Mahomet,  which  I  venerate  more 
than  the  Mamelukes.  Tell  them  that  all  men  are 
equal  in  the  sight  of  God ;  that  wisdom,  talents,  and 
virtue  alone  constitute  the  difference  between  them. 
And  what  are  the  virtues  which  distinguish  the 
Mamelukes,  that  entitle  them  to  appropriate  all  the 
enjoyments  of  life  to  themselves  ?  If  Egypt  is  their 
farm,  let  them  shew  the  tenure  from  God  by  which 
they  hold  it.  No !  God  is  just  and  full  of  pity  to  the 
suffering  people.  For  long  a  horde  of  slaves,  bought 
in  the  Caucasus  and  Georgia,  have  tyrannized  over 
the  finest  part  of  the  world ;  but  God,  upon  whom 
every  thing  depends,  has  decreed  that  it  should  ter- 
minate. Cadis,  Scheiks,  Imaums,  tell  the  people  that 
we  too  are  true  Mussulmans.    Are  we  not  the  men 

*  **  The  French  army,**  bajb  Napoleon,  '*  since  the  Beyolntion,  had 
practised  no  sort  of  worship :  in  Italy,  eyen,  the  sojdiers  never  went  to 
chnroh ;  we  took  advantage  of  that  drcnmstance  to  present  the  nrmjio 
the  Mossnlmans,  as  readily  disposed  to  embrace  their  faith.  I  had 
many  discussions  with  the  Scheiks  on  this  subject;  and  after  maay 
weeks  spent  in  fruitless  discussion,  they  arriyed  at  the  conclusion^  that 
circumcision^  and  the  prohibition  against  wine,  might  be  dispensed 
withy  provided  not  a  tenth,  but  a  fifth  of  the  income,  was  spent  in  acts 
of  beneficence."  The  general-in-chief  then  traced  out  the  plan  of  a 
mosque^  which  was  to  exceed  that  of  JTemilazar,  and  declared  it  was  to 
be  a  monument  of  the  conversion  of  the  army.  In  aU  this,  howerer, 
he  sought  only  to  gain  time.  Napoleon  was,  upon  this,  declared  the 
friend  of  the  Prophet,  and  specially  placed  under  his  protection.  The 
report  spread  generally,  that,  before  the  expiry  of  a  year,  the  soldiers 
would  wear  the  turban.  This  produced  the  very  best  effisct ;  the  people 
ceased  to  r^ard  them  as  idolaters.— i\rap.  in  Month,  ii.  211,  21S. 
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who  have  destroyed  the  Pope,  who  preached  eternal   chap. 
war  against  the  Mussulmans  ?    Are  we  not  those  who 


XXV. 


have  destroyed  the  chevaliers  of  Malta,  because  those  1798. 
madmen  believed  that  they  should  constantly  make 
war  on  your  faith?  Are  we  not  those  who  have 
been  in  every  age  the  friends  of  the  Most  High,  and 
the  enemies  of  his  enemies  ?  Thrice  happy  those  who 
are  with  us;  they  will  prosper  in  all  their  under- 
takings ;  wo  to  those  who  shall  join  the  Mamelukes'  Boar.  u. 
to  resist  us ;  they  shall  perish  without  mercy  !"^  '    ' 

Napoleon  was  justly  desirous  to  advance  to  Cairo, 
before  the  inundations  of  the  Nile  rendered  military  hu  at- 
operations  in  the  level  country  impossible ;  but  for^fS!"*" 
this  purpose  it  was  necessary  to  accelerate  his  move-JJ^*f  *^ 
ments,  as  the  season  of  the  rise  of  the  waters  was 
fast  approaching.  He  made,  accordingly,  the  requi- 
site arrangements  with  extraordinary  celerity ;  left 
three  thousand  men  in  garrison  at  Alexandria  under 
Kleber,  with  a  distinguished  officer  of  engineers  to 
put  the  works  in  a  posture  of  defence,  established  the 
civil  government  in  the  persons  of  the  Scheiks  and 
Imaums,  gave  directions  for  sounding  the  harbour, 
with  a  view  to  placing  the  fleet  in  safety,  if  the 
draught  of  water  would  permit  the  entry  of  the 
larger  vessels ;  collected  a  flotilla  on  the  Nile  to 
accompany  the  troops,  and  assigned  to  it  as  a  place 
of  rendezvous  Ramanieh,  a  small  town  on  that  river, 
situated  about  half  way  to  Cairo,  whither  he  proposed 
to  advance  across  the  desert  of  Damanhour.  While 
at  the  same  time,  he  wrote  to  the  French  ambassador 
at  Constantinople  to  assure  the  Porte  of  his  anxious 
desire  to  remain  at  peace  with  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment.*    On  the  6th  July  the  army  set  out  on  their  eth  July. 

*  "  The  army  has  arrived ;  it  has  disembarked  at  Alexandria^  and 
earned  that  town ;  we  are  now  in  full  march  for  Cairo.    Use  year  at- 
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CHAP,  march^  being  now  reduced,  by  the  garrisons  of  Malta 
^^^-    and  that  recently  left  in  Alexandria,  to  thirty  thou- 


1798,  sand  men.  At  the  same  time,  Kleber's  division, 
1  Berthier,  Under  the  orders  of  Dngua,  was  directed  to  move 
®» 107  108*  ^P^^  Rosetta,  to  secure  that  town,  and  facilitate  the 
6th  July,    entrance  of  the  flotilla  into  the  Nile.^ 

Desaix  was  at  the  head  of  the  vanguard ;  his  troops 
March  of    began  their  march  in  the  evening,  and  advanced  with 
^  R^S'  tolerable  cheerfulness  during  the  cool  of  the  night ; 
acpoA  the  but  wheu  momiug  dawned,  and  they  found  them* 
Their  Buf-  sclvcs  travcrsiug  a  boundless  plain  of  sand,  without 
ferings.      ^atcr  Or  shadc — ^with  a  burning  sun  above  their  head, 
and  troops  of  Arabs  flitting  across  the  horizon,  to 
cut  off  the  weary  or  stragglers — ^they  were  filled  with 
the  most  gloomy  forebodings.     Already  the  desire 
for  rest  had  taken  possession  of  their  minds ;  they 
had  flattered  themselves  that  they  were  to  find  re- 
pose and  a  terrestrial  paradise  in  Egypt  *  and  when 
they  found  themselves,  instead,  surrounded  by  a  path- 
less desert,  parched  by  thirst,  and  famishing  with 
hunger,  their  discontent  broke  out  in  loud  lamenta- 
tions.    All  the  wells  on  the  road  were  either  filled 
up  or  exhausted ;  hardly  a  few  drops  of  muddy  and 
brackish  water  were  to  be  found  to  quench  their 
burning  thirst.     At  Damanhour,  a  few  houses  afford- 
ed shelter  at  night  only  to  the  generaPs  staff;  the 
remainder  of  the  troops  bivouacked  in  squares  on  the 
sand,  incessantly  harassed  by  the  clouds  of  Arabs 
who  wheeled  round  their  position,  and  sometimes  ap- 
proached within  fifty  yards  of  the  videttes.     After  a 
rest  of  two  days,  the  army  resumed  its  march  across 

most  efforts  to  convince  the  Porte  of  our  firm  resolution  to  continue  to 
live  on  the  best  terms  with  his  goremment.  An  ambassador  to  Con- 
stantinople has  just  been  named  for  that  porpose,  who  wiU  arrive  then 
without  delay** — Letter  to  the  Ckargi  <fAfaire8  a€  Constantinopk,  Bih 
July  1798 ;  C<yrretp.  Searite,  v.  199. 
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the  flandj  wilderness,  still  observed  in  the  distance   chap. 

by  the  hostile  Bedouins;  and  soon  the  suffering  from^ ^. 

thirst  became  so  excessive,  that  even  Lannes  and    1798« 
Murat  threw  themselves  on  the  sand,  and  gave  way 
to  every  expression  of  despair.^     In  the  midst  of  the 
general  depression,  a  sudden  gleam  of  hope  illumi- 
nated the  countenances  of  the  soldiers ;  a  lake  ap- 
peared in  the  arid  wilderness,  with  villages  and  palm 
trees  clearly  reflected  in  its  glassy  surface.    Instantly 
the  parched  troops  hastened  to  the  enchanting  object ; 
but  it  receded  from  their  steps ;  in  vain  they  pressed  *  sav.  i.  50. 
on  with  burning  impatience,  it  for  ever  fled  from  is.  lu  ' 
their  approach ;  and  they  had  at  length  the  mortifi-  Su>t^^^* 
cation  of  discovering  that  they  had  been  deceived  S7. 
only  by  the  rnirage  of  the  desert,^  -J- 

The  fimmess  and  resolution  of  Napoleon,  however, 
triumphed  over  every  obstacle ;  the  approach  to  the 
Nile  was  shortly  indicated  by  the  increasing  bodies 

*  The  Bufferings  of  the  army  are  thas  vividly  depicted  in  Desaix's 
despatch  to  Napoleon :  ''  If  all  the  army  does  not  pass  the  desert  with 
Uie  rapidity  of  lightning,  it  wiU  perish.  It  does  not  contain  water  to 
quench  the  thirst  of  a  thousand  men.  The  greater  part  of  what  it  does 
18  contained  in  cisterns,  which,  once  emptied,  are  not  replenished  by 
any  perennial  fountain.  The  villages  are  huts  without  resources  of  any 
kind.  For  heaven's  sake,  do  not  leave  us  in  this  situation ;  order  us 
rapidly  to  advance  or  retire.  I  am  in  despair  at  being  obliged  to  write 
to  you  in  the  language  of  anxiety ;  when  we  are  out  of  our  present  hor- 
rible position,  I  hope  my  wonted  firmness  will  return." — Corrttp.  Con- 
fd.  de  Napoleon,  v.  217. 

t  M.  Monge^  who  accompanied  the  expedition,  published  the  foUow- 
iog  account  of  this  singular  illusion.  ''  When  the  surface  of  the  earth 
has  been  during  the  day  thoroughly  heated  by  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and 
towards  evening  it  begins  to  cool,  the  higher  objects  of  the  landscape 
seem  to  rise  out  of  a  general  inundation.  The  villages  appear  to  rise 
out  of  a  vast  lake ;  under  each  is  its  image  inverted,  exactly  as  if  it  was 
in  the  midst  of  a  glassy  sheet  of  water.  As  you  approach  the  village,  it 
recedes  from  the  view  ;  when  you  arrive  at  it,  you  find  it  is  still  in  the 
midst  of  burning  sand ;  and  the  deception  begins  anew  with  some  more 
distant  objecL"  Tho  phenomenon  admits  of  an  easy  explanation  on 
optical  principles. — See  Miot,  28,  32. 
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CHAP,   of  ArabSy'  with  a  few  Mamelukes^  who  watched  the 
^^^'    coltimns ;  and  at  length  the  long-wished-for  stream 


1798.    ^^  ^^^^  glittering  through  the  sandhill  of  the  de- 
Arrive  on  sert.    At  the  joyful  sight  the  ranks  were  immediately 
^d^^  broken ;  men,  horses,  and  camels,  rushed  simulta- 
jj^tii«     neously  to  the  banks,  and  threw  themselves  into  the 
inkes.       stream;  all  heads  were  instantly  lowered  into  the 
water ;  and,  in  the  transports  of  delight,  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  preceding  days  were  speedily  forgotten. 
While  the  troops  were  thus  assuaging  their  thirst, 
an  alarm  was  given  that  the  Mamelukes  were  ap- 
proaching :  the  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  eight  hun- 
dred horsemen,  clad  in  glittering  armour,  soon  ap- 
peared in  sight/    Finding,  however,  the  leading  di- 
vision prepared,  they  passed  on  and  attacked  the  di- 
vision of  Desaix,  which  was  still  in  march ;  but  the 
troops  rapidly  forming  in  squares,  with  the  Artillery 
at  the  angles,  dispersed  the  assailants  by  a  single  dis- 
charge of  grapoHshot.     The  whole  army  soon  came 
up,  and  the  flotilla  having  appeared  in  sight  about  the 
same  time,  the  soldiers  rested  in  plenty  for  a  whole 
day  beside  the  stream.     A  severe  action  had  taken 
place  on  the  Nile,  between  the  French  and  Egyptian* 
flotillas,  but  the  Asiatics  were  defeated,  and  the  boats 
arrived  at  the  destined  spot  at  the  precise  hour  as- 
signed to  them.    The  landscape  nbw  totally  changed ; 
luxuriant  verdure  on  the  banks  of  the  river  succeeded 
1  Sav.  i.  60.  to  the  arid  uniformity  of  the  desert,  incomparable 
Th^ifo  ^^^ti^^ty  i^  t^®  soil  promised  abundant  supplies  to 
111.   lm'  the  troops,  and  the  shade  of  palm-trees  and  sycar 
Miot.26/'  niores  affbrded  an  enjoyment  unknown  to  those  who 
^'  have  never  traversed  an  Eastern  wilderness.* 

After  a  day^s  rest,  the  army  pursued  its  march 
Severe  aloug  the  bauks  of  the  Nile,  towards  Chebreiss. 
Gh^reiM^  Mourad  Bey,  with  four  thousand  Mamelukes  and 
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Fellahs,  or  footnsoldiers,  lay  on  the  road,  his  right    chap. 
resting  on  the  village,  and  supported  by  a  flotilla  of    ^^^' 


gun-boats  on  tte  river.  The  French  flotilla  out-  1793. 
stripped  the  march  of  tho  land  forces,  and  engaged 
in  a  furious  and  doubtful  combat  with  the  enemy 
before  the  arrival  of  the  army.  Napoleon  imme- lath  Juij. 
diately  formed  his  army  in  five  divisions,  each  com- 
posed of  squares  six  deep,  with  the  artillery  at  the 
uigles,  and  the  grenadiers  in  platoons,  to  support 
the  menaced  points.  The  cavalry,  who  were  only 
two  hundred  in  number,  still  extenuated  by  the  far- 
tigues  of  the  voyage,  and  wholly  unfit  to  combat  the 
formidable  cavalry  of  the  East,  were  placed  in  the 
centre  of  the  square.  No  sooner  had  the  troops  ap- 
proached within  half  a  league  of  the  enemy,  than  the 
Mamelukes  advanced,  and,  charging  at  full  gallop, 
assailed  their  moving  squares  with  loud  cries,  and  the 
most  determined  intrepidity.  The  artillery  opened 
upon  them  as  soon  as  they  approached  within  point- 
blank  range,  and  the  rolling  fire  of  the  infantry  soon 
mowed  down  those  who  escaped  the  grape-shot.  Ani- 
mated by  this  success,  the  French  deployed  and  at- 
tacked the  village,  which  was  speedily  carried.  The 
Mamelukes  retreated  in  disorder  towards  Cairo,  with 
the  loss  of  600  men,  and  the  flotilla  at  the  same  time 
abandoned  the  scene  of  action,  and  drew  off  further 
up  the  Nile.  This  action,  though  by  no  means  de- 
cisive, sufficed  to  familiarize  the  soldiers  with  the 
new  species  of  enemy  they  had  to  encounter,  and  to 
inspire  them  with  a  well-founded  confidence  in  the 
efficacy  of  their  discipline  and  tactics  to  repel  the 
assaults  of  the  Arabian  cavalry.  The  troops  con- 
tinned  their  march  for  seven  days  longer  towards 
Cairo ;  their  fatigues  were  extreme ;  and,  as  the  vil- 
voL.  iii.  :  I  i 
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CHAP,   lages  were  all  deserted,  it  was  with  the  utmost  diffi* 
^^^'    culty  that  subsistence  could  be  obtained.     The  vici- 


1798.  ^^^7  ^f  ^^®  Nile,  however,  supplied  them  with  water, 
'  Dam.  ii.  and  the  sight  of  the  Arabs,  who  constantly  prowled 
^i^fi  round  the  horizon,  impressed  them  with  the  neces- 
16.   Tb.  z.  sity  of  keeping  their  ranks.^ 

At  length  the  army  arrived  within  sight  of  the 
The  army  PYRAMIDS,  and  the  town  of  CaiTO.     All  eyes  were 
torodT    i^st^^-^tly  turned  upon  the  oldest  monuments  in  the 
oairo,  and  world,  aud  the  sight  of  those  gigantic  structures  re- 
^t?f  the  animated  the  spirit  of  the  soldiers,  who  had  been 
Mameluke  bitterly  lamenting  the  delights  of  Italy.     Mourad 
Bey  had  there  collected  all  his  forces,  consisting  of 
eight  thousand  Mamelukes,  and  double  that  number 
of  Fellahs,  Arabs,  and  Copts.     His  camp  was  placed 
in  the  village  of  Embabeh,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Nile,  which  was  fortified  by  rude  field  works  and  fortj 
pieces  of  cannon ;  but  the  artillery  was  not  mounted 
on  carriages,  and  consequently  could  only  fire  in  one 
direction.      Between  the  troops  and  the  pyramids 
extended  a  wide  sandy  plain,  on  which  were  station- 
ed above  eight  thousand  of  the  finest  horsemen  in 
the  world,  with  their  right  resting  on  the  village, 
and  their  left  stretching  towards  the  pyramids.    A 
few  thousand  Arabs,  assembled  to  pillage  the  van- 
quished, whoever  they  should  be,  filled  up  the  space 
to  the  foot  of  those  gigantic  monuments.     Napoleon 
no  sooner  discovered,  by  means  of  his  telescopes,  that 
the  cannon  in  the  intrenched  camp  were  immove- 
able, and  could  not  be  turned  from  the  direction  in 
which  they  were  placed,  than  he  resolved  to  move 
his  army  ^rther  to  the  right,  towards  the  pyramids, 
in  order  to  be  beyond  the  reach,  and  out  of  the  di- 
rection, of  the  guns.     The  columns  accordingly  be- 
gan to  march;  Desaix,  with  his  division  in  front, 
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next  Regnier,  then  Dugua,  and  lastly  Vial  and  Bon.    chap. 

The  sight  of  the  pyramids,  and  the  anxious  nature ^ 

of  the  moment,  inspired  the  French  general  with    1793. 
even  more  than  his  usual  ardour  ;^  the  sun  glittered  ^  ^  ^ 
on  those  immense  masses,  which  seemed  to  rise  inue.   Nap 

•  ii  234 

height  with  every  step  the  soldiers  advanced,  and  237.   Jom. 
the  army,  sharing  his  enthusiasm,  gazed,  as  they  ^[^j^'*^' 
marched,  on  the  everlasting  monuments.     ^^  Remem- 
ber," said  he,  ^  that  from  the  summit  of  those  pyra- 
mids forty  centuries  contemplate  your  actions." 

With  his  usual  sagacity.  Napoleon  had  taken  ex- 
traordinary precautions  to  ensure  success  against  the  Napoioon'i 
formidahle   cavalry  of  the  desert.      The  divisions  SSTS 
vere  all  drawn  up  as  before,  in  hollow  squares  six'®^^^^*^® 

,        ■*•  ■■•  enemy. 

deep,  the  artillery  at  the  angles,  the  generals  and 
baggage  in  the  centre.  When  they  were  in  mass, 
the  two  sides  advanced  in  column,  those  in  front  and 
rear  moved  forward  in  their  ranks,  but  the  moment 
they  were  charged,  the  whole  were  to  halt,  and  face 
outwards  on  every  side.  When  they  were  themselves 
to  charge,  the  three  front  ranks  were  to  break  off 
and  form  the  column  of  attack,  those  in  rear  remain- 
ing behind,  still  in  square,  but  three  deep  only,  to 
constitute  the  reserve.  Napoleon  had  no  fears  for 
the  result,  if  the  infantry  were  steady;  his  only 
apprehension  was  that  his  soldiers,  accustomed  to 
charge,  would  yield  to  their  impetuosity  too  soon, 
and  would  not  be  brought  to  the  immoveable  firmness 
which  this  species  of  warfare  required.  Mourad 
Bey  no  sooner  perceived  the  lateral  movement  of  the 
French  army,  than,  with  a  promptitude  of  decision 
worthy  of  a  skilful  general,  he  resolved  to  attack 
the  columns  while  in  the  act  of  completing  it.  An 
extraordinary  movement  was  immediately  observed 
in  the  Mameluke  line,  and  speedily  seven  thousand 
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CHAP,   horsemen  detached  themselves  from  the  remidnder  of 
^^^'    the  army  and  bore  down  upon  the  French  columns. 
1798.    I^  ^^  ^  terrible  sight,  capable  of  daunting  the 
bravest  troops,  when  this  inmiense  body  of  cavaby 
approached  at  full  gallop  the  squares  of  infantry. 
The  horsemen,  admirably  mounted,  and  magnifi* 
cently  dressed,  rent  the  air  with  their  cries.     The 
glitter  of  spears  and  scimitars  dazzled  the  sight, 
while  the  earth  groaned  under  the  repeated  and  in- 
creasing thunder  of  their  feet.     The  soldiers,  im- 
236*  237*    pj^^ssed  but  not  panic-struck  by  the  sight,  stood  firm, 
Th/x.  iiT.and  anxiously  waited,  with  their  pieces  ready,  the 
^^-  ^'  ^^'  order  to  fire.^ 

Desaix's  division  being  entangled  in  a  wood  of 
Battle  of    palm*trees^  was   not  completely  formed  when  the 
mids/^   swiftest  of  the  Mamelukes  came  upon  them ;  thej 
Mounid^    were  in  consequence  partially  broken,  and  thirty  or 
Bey.         forty  of  the  bravest  of  the  assailants  penetrated,  and 
died  in  the  midst  of  the  square  at  the  feet  of  the 
officers.      Before,  however,  the  mass  arrived,  the 
movement  was  completed,  and  a  rapid  fire  of  mns- 
ketry  and  grape  drove  them  from  the  front  round 
the  sides  of  the  column.  With  matchless  intrepidity, 
they  pierced  through  the  interval  between  Desaix^s 
and  Regnier's  divisions,   and    riding    round  both 
squares,  strove  to  find  an  entrance ;  but  an  incessant 
fire  from  every  front  mowed  them  down  as  fast  as 
they  poured  in  at  the  opening.     Furious  at  the  un- 
expected resistance,  the  Mussulman  horsemen  dashed 
their  horses  against  the  rampart  of  bayonets,  and 
threw  their  pistols  at  the  heads  of  the  grenadiers; 
while  many  who  had  lost  their  steeds,  crept  along 
the  ground,  and  cut  at  the  legs  of  the  front  rank 
with  their  scimitars.     In  vain  thousands  succeeded, 
and  galloped  round  the  flaming  walls  of  steel ;  mul- 
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titudes  perished  under  the  rolling  fire  which,  with-   chap. 
out  intermission,  issued  from  the   ranks,   and  at ' 


length  the  survivors,  in  despair,  fled  towards  the    I798. 
camp  from  whence  they  had  issued.     Here,  however, 
they  were  charged  in  flank  by  Napoleon  at  the  head 
of  Dugua's  division,  while  those  of  Vial  and  Bon  on 
the  extreme  left,  stormed  the  intrenchments.     The 
most  horrible  confusion  now  reigned  in  the  camp ; 
the  horsemen,  driven  in  in  disorder,  trampled  under 
foot  the  infantry,  who,  panic*struck  at  the  rout  of  the 
Mamelukes,  on  whom  all  their  hopes  were  placed, 
abandoned  their  ranks,  and  rushed  in  crowds  towards 
the  boats  to  escape  to  the  other  side  of  the  Nile. 
Numbers  saved  themselves  by  swimming,  but  a  great 
proportion  perished  in  the  attempt.     The  Mame- 
lukes, rendered  desperate,  seeing  no  possibility  of 
escape  in  that  direction,  fell  upon  the  columns  who 
were  approaching  from  the  right,  with  their  wings 
extended  in  order  of  attack ;  but  they,  forming  square 
again  with    inconceivable  rapidity,   repulsed  them 
with  great  slaughter,  and  drove  them  finally  off  in 
the  direction  of  the  pyramids.  The  intrenched  camp, 
with  all  its  artillery,  stores,  and  baggage,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors.     Several  thousands  of  the 
Mamelukes  were  drowned  or  killed ;  and  of  the  for- 
midable array  which  had  appeared  in  such  splendour 
in  the  morning,  not  more  than  two  thousand  five 
hundred   escaped  with    Mourad    Bey   into    Upper 
E^gypt.     The  victors  hardly  lost  two  hundred  men  in  *  ^ap.^^. 
the  action;  and  several  days  were  occupied  after  it 341;   ^^^ 
was  over  in  stripping  the  slain  of  their  magnificent i^fi^^^^^.^ 
appointments,  or  fishing  up  the  rich  spoils  which  en-i^.  xiv. 
cumbered  the  banks  of  the  Nile.^ 

This  action  decided  the  fate  of  Egypt,  not  only  by 
the  destruction  of  force  which  it  effected,  but  the 
dispersion  of  what  remained  which  it  occasioned. 
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CHAP.  Mourad  Bey  retired  to  Upper  Egypt,  leaving  Cwro 
^^^'    to  its  fate,  while  Ibrahim  Pa«ha,  who  had  been  a 


1798.    spectator  of  the  combat  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
ibnbiiD     river,  set  fire  to  the  boats  which  contained  his  riches, 
uTs  "hT  ^^^  retreated  to  Salahieh,  on  the  frontiers  of  Arabia, 
Mound  '    and  from  thence  across  the  desert  into  Syria.     Two 
u^       days  after  the  battle  Napoleon  entered  Cairo,  where 
N^^   his  soldiers  found  all  the  luxuries  of  the  East,  which 
eaten       for  a  time  compensated  to  them  for  their  abseiuw 
"'        from  Europe.     The  division  of  Desaiz  was  destined 
to  pursue  Mourad  Bey  into  Upper  Egypt ;  the  odier 
divisions,  dispersed  in  the  environs  of  Cairo,  or  adr 
vanced  towards  Syria  in  pursuit  of  Ibrahim  Pasha, 
tasted  the  sveete  of  repose  after  their  short  bnt 
fatiguing  campaign.    No  sooner  was  Napoleon  estab- 
lished in  Cairo,  and  his  officers  employed  in  explore 
ing  the  Pyramids  and  City  of  Tombs,  which  lay  at 
their  feet,  than  he  set  himself  sedulously  to  follow 
up  the  plan  for  acquiring  the  dominion  over  the 
country  to  which  his  proclamations  from  Alexandria 
had  originally  pointed.     He  visited   the    principal 
Scheiks,  flattered  them,  beld  out  hopes  of  the  speedy 
re-establishment  of  the  Arabian  power,   pronuBed 
ample  security  for  their  religion  and  their  customs, 
and  at  length  completely  won  their  confidence,  by  a 
mixture  of  skilful  management  with  the  splendid 
language  which  was  so  welt  calculated  to  captivate 
Eastern  imaginations.  The  great  object  was  to  obtain 
from  the  Scheika  of  the  Mosque  of  Jemilazar,  which 
was  held  in  the  highest  estimation,  a  declaration  in 
'  Her.  L  58.  favour   of  the  French,  and   by  adroitly  flattering 
34^'hs.    their  ambition,  this  object  was  at  length  gained.' 

A  proclamation  was  issued  by  them,  which  an- 
Faciflc  uounced  the  designs  of  Napoleon  for  gaining  the  af- 
rf^S^r  Sections  of  the  Egyptians.  "  You  are  not  ignorant," 
iKin.        said  the  Scheiks,  in  this  curious  proclamation,  which 
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evidently  bears  the  marks  of  the  composition  of  Ka-   chap. 
poleon,  "  that  the  French  alone,  of  all  the  European  ' 


nations,  have,  in  every  age,  been  the  firm  friends  of  ifjgs, 
Mussulmans  and  Mahometism,  and  the  enemies  of 
idolaters  and  their  superstitions.  They  are  the  faithful 
and  zealous  allies  of  our  sovereign  the  Sultaun,  ever 
ready  to  give  him  proofs  of  their  affection,  and  to  fly  to 
his  succour ;  they  love  those  whom  he  loves,  and  hate 
those  whom  he  hates :  and  that  is  the  cause  of  their 
rapture  with  the  Russians,  those  irreconcilable  ene- 
mies of  the  worshippers  of  the  true  God,  who  medi- 
tate the  capture  of  Constantinople,  and  incessantly 
employ  alike  violence  and  artifice  to  subjugate  the 
&ith  of  Mahomet.  But  the  attachment  of  the 
French  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  the  powerful  suc- 
cours which  they  are  about  to  bring  to  him,  will 
doubtless  confound  their  impious  designs.  The  Rus- 
sians desire  to  get  possession  of  St  Sophia,  and  the 
other  temples  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  true 
God,  to  convert  them  into  churches  consecrated  to 
the  exercises  of  their  perverse  faith ;  but,  by  the  aid  >  corresp. 
of  Heaven,  the  French  will  enable  the  Sultaun  to  con-^"^^;^* 
quer  their  country,  and  exterminate  their  impious  ^<>7. 
race.^^^  A  species  of  litany  was  composed  by  them,  in 
which  they  celebrated  the  overthrow  of  their  Mame- 
luke oppressors  by  the  invincible  soldiers  of  the  West. 
"  The  Beys,"  said  they,  "  placed  their  confidence  in 
their  cavalry;  they  ranged  their  infantry  in  order 
of  battle.  But  the  Favourite  of  Fortune,  at  the 
head  of  the  brave  men  of  the  West,  has  destroyed 
their  horses,  and  confounded  their  hopes.  As  the 
vapours  which  rise  iu  the  morning  from  the  Nile  are 
dispersed  by  the  rays  of  the  sun,  so  has  the  army  of 
the  Mamelukes  been  dissipated  by  the  heroes  of  the 
West;  for  the  Great  Allah  is  irritated  against  the 
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CHAP.  Mamelukes,  and  the  soldiers  of  Europe  are  the 
^^^*    thunders  of  his  right  hand/'      The  Battle  of  the 


1798.  Pyramids  struck  terror  far  into  Asia  and  Africa. 
The  caravans  which  came  to  Mecca  from  the  interior 
of  those  vast  regions,  carried  hack  the  most  dazzling 
accounts  of  the  victories  of  the  invincible  legions  of 
Europe ;  the  destruction  of  the  cavalry  which  had 
so  long  tyrannized  over  Egypt,  excited  the  strongest 
sentiments  of  wonder  and  admiration ;  and  the  Ori- 
i  Scott  iv  ^^*^s»  whose  imaginations  were  strongly  impressed 
74.   Th.    by  the  flaming  citadels  which  had  dissipated  their 

X  1S3  127      •  o  X  ^_^       ^ 

Dam.  ii.    *  terrible  squadrons,  named  Napoleon,  Sultaun  Kebir, 
^*»-         or  the  Sultaun  of  Fire."' 

Napoleon,  in  addition  to  the  terror  inspired  by  his 
Hifl  able     military  exploits,  strove  to  acquire  a  lasting  hold  of 
Sj  civu'  ^^®  aflfections  of  the  people  by  the  justice  and  impar- 
govem-      tiality  of  his  civil  gfovemment.     He  made  all  his 
affects  the  troops  joiu  with  the  multitude  in  celebrating  the  fes- 
fiSS!*^"**^  tival  in  honour  of  the  inundation  of  the  Nile,  which 
that  year  rose  to  an  extraordinary  height ;  partook 
with  the  Scheiks  and  Imaums  in  the  ceremonies  at 
the  Great  Mosque  ;  joined  in  the  responses  in  their 
litanies  like  the  faithful  Mussulmans ;  and  even  ba- 
lanced his  body  and  moved  his  head  in  imitation  of 
the  Mahometan  custom.     Nor  was  it  only  by  an  af- 
fected regard  for  their  religion  that  he  endeavoured 
to  confirm  his  civil  authority.     He  permitted  justice 
to  be  administered  by  the  Scheiks  and  Imaums,  en- 
joining only  a  scrupulous  impartiality  in  their  deci- 
sions :  established  at  Cairo  a  divan,  or  parliament,  to 
make  known  the  wants  of  the  people ;  and  others,  in 
the  different  provinces,  to  send  deputies  to  the  Cen- 
tral Assembly ;  and  vigorously  repulsed  the  robbers 
pf  the  desert,  who  for  centuries  had  devastated  with 
impunity  the  frontiers  of  the  cultivated  country. 


i 
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Never  had  Egypt  experienced  the  benefits  of  regular   chap. 
government  so  completely  as  under  his  administrar    ^^^' 
tion.    One  day,  when  Napoleon  was  surrounded  by    1798. 
the  Scheiks,  information  was  received  that  some 
ArabSf  of  the  tribe  of  Osnadis,  had  slain  a  Fellah, 
and  carried  off  the  flocks  of  the  village.    He  instantly 
ordered  that  an  officer  of  the  staff  should  take  three 
hundred  horsemen,  and  two  hundred  camels,  to  pur- 
sue the  robbers  and  punish  the  aggressors.     "  Was 
the  Fellah  your  cousin,"  said  a  Scheik,  laughing,  >  th.  x. 
"that  you  are  in  such  a  rage  at  his  death ?"—«  He if%^^^- 
was  more,"  replied  Napoleon,  "  he  was  one  whose  128.  Bum. 
safety  Providence  had  intrusted  to  my  care."  — "  Won- 173.  Nap. 
derful!"  replied  the  Scheik:  "You  speak  like  one*^^  j 
inspired  by  the  Almighty."*  83». 

But  while  these  great  designs  occupied  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, an  extraordinary  degree  of  depres-  Growing 
sion  prevailed  in  the  army.  Egypt  had  been  held^'^^^y 
out  to  the  soldiers  as  the  promised  land.  They  ex- 
pected to  find  a  region  flowing  with  milk  and  honey, 
and,  after  a  short  period  of  glorious  exile,  to  return 
^th  the  riches  of  the  East  to  their  native  country. 
A  short  experience  was  sufficient  to  dissipate  all 
these  illusions.  They  found  a  land  illustrious  only 
hy  the  recollections  with  which  it  was  fraught ;  filled 
with  the  monuments  of  ancient  splendour,  but  totally 
destitute  of  modern  comfort ;  bowed  down  with  ty- 
ranny, squalid  with  poverty,  barbarous  in  manners. 
When  the  excitements  of  the  campaign  were  over,  and 
the  troops  had  leisure  to  contemplate  their  situation, 
a  mortal  feeling  of  ennui  and  disquietude  took  posses^ 
sion  of  every  heart.  "  They  thought,"  says  Bourri- 
enne,  «  of  their  country,  of  their  relations,  of  their 
amours — ^what  do  I  say — of  the  opera.'*'^  The  pros- 
pect of  being  banished  for  ever  from  Europe,  on  that 
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CHAP,   arid  shore,  excited  the  most  gloom j  presentiments : 
^^^'    and  at  length  the  discontent  reached  snch  a  height, 


1798.  ^^^^  Napoleon  was  ohliged  to  threaten  death  to  any 
'  Boor.  ii.  officer,  whatever  his  rank,  who  should  venture  to 
&!!^!i^69  ™*ke  known  to  him  the  feelings  which  every  one 
eo.   i^    entertained.^ 

It  is  a  singular  proof  of  the  ascendant  which  Na- 
aaAndtoiui  poleon  had  acquired  over  the  minds  of  the  soldiers, 
^^^j^^  that  when  they  were  in  this  state  of  perilous  fermen- 
on  the       tation,  he  ventured  to  proceed  in  person  with  the 
firontier.     divisions  Commanded  by  Dugua  and  Regnier  to  ex- 
Bey  retires  tiuguish  an  insurrection  which  Ibrahim  had  excited 
into  Syria.  [^  ^j^^  eastcm  part  of  Egypt,  and  drive  him  across 
the  desert  into  Syria.     The  French  overtook  the 
Mamelukes  at  Salahieh,  on  the  borders  of  the  desert ; 
and,  as  their  rearguard  was  heavily  laden  with  bag- 
gage,   the    Arabs   who    accompanied   the    cavalry 
strongly  urged  them  to  charge  the  retiring  columns, 
who  were  posted  near  a  wood  of  palm-trees.     The 
disproportion  of  force  wais  excessive,  the  Mamelukes 
being  nearly  thrice  as  numerous  as  the  Europeans ; 
nevertheless.  Napoleon,  confident  of  success,  ordered 
the  attack.     But,  though  the  discipline  of  the  Euro- 
peans prevailed  over  the  desultory  valour  of  the  Mus- 
sulmans in  a  regular  engagement,  they  had  no  sach 
advantage  in  an  affair  of  outposts,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion the  skill  and  courage  of  the  Mamelukes  had  well 
nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  best  part  of  the  French  ca- 
valry.    The  charge,  though  bravely  led  by  Leclerc 
and  Murat,  was  as  courageously  received.     The  Ma- 
melukes yielded  at  first,  but  soon  returning,  with 
their  wings  extended,  closed  in  on  every  side  around 
their  pursuers.     In  the  milee  all  the  French  officers 
had  to  sustain  desperate  personal  encounters,  and 
were  for  the  most  part  severely  wounded ;  nothing 
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but  the  opportune  arrival  of  the  infantry  extricated    ohap. 
them  from  their  perilous  situation.      The  object,    ^^^' 


however,  of  the  expedition  was  gained;  Ibrahim    1798. 
crossed  the  desert  into  Syria,  leaving  Mourad  Bey  >  sav.  i.  63. 
alone  to  maintain  the  war  in  Upper  Egypt.^  wo'iso 

The  success  which  had  attended  Napoleon's  in- 
trigues with  the  Knights  of  Malta  induced  him  to  ex-  intrigues 
tend  his  views  beyond  Egypt,  for  the  dismembering  leon*^ 
of  the  Turkish  empire.  With  this  view,  he  secretly  ^  ^•■"^ 
dispatched  his  aide-de-camp  Lavalette  to  Ali  Pasha, 
the  most  powerful  of  the  European  vassals  of  the 
Porte,  to  endeavour  to  stimulate  him  to  revolt.  He 
bore  a  letter  from  the  French  general,  in  which  Na- 
poleon urged  him  to  enter  into  an  immediate  concert 
for  measures  calculated  to  subvert  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire."* Lavalette  found  Ali  Pasha  with  the  army  on 
the  Danube,  but,  nevertheless,  he  contrived  means  to 
have  it  conveyed  to  him.  The  crafty  Greek,  how- 
ever, did  not  conceive  the  power  of  Napoleon  in 
Egypt  sufficiently  confirmed  to  induce  him  to  enter 
into  the  proposed  alliance,  and  accordingly  this  at- 
tempt to  shake  the  throne  of  the  Grand  Seignor  failed  ^  Hud.  yi. 

of  effect^  286,868. 

While  secretly  conducting  these  intrigues,  as  well 

*  "  The  occasion  appearing  to  me  fayonrable,  I  have  hastened  to 
^te  to  yon  a  friendly  letter^  and  hare  entrusted  one  of  my  aides-de- 
<:^nip  with  its  deUrery  with  his  own  hands.  I  hare  charged  him  also 
^  9iake  certain  overtures  on  my  part ;  and,  as  he  does  not  understand 
yoitt  language,  be  so  kind  as  to  make  use  of  a  faithful  and  confidential 
interpreter  for  the  conversations  which  he  will  have  with  you.  I  pray 
Ton  to  give  implicit  faith  to  whatever  he  may  say  to  you  on  my  part ; 
uid  to  send  him  back  quickly  with  an  answer,  written  in  Turkish  with 
your  own  hand." — Corresp.  Confid,  de  Nap,  v,  249.  Lavalette's  instruc- 
tions from  Napoleon  were  to  tell  Ali,  "  that,  after  having  taken  posses- 
ion of  Malta,  and  ruling  in  the  Mediterranean  with  thirty  ships  of  the 
line  and  fifty  thousand  men,  I  wish  to  establish  confidential  relations 
with  him,  and  to  know  if  I  can  rely  on  his  co-operation." — ^Lavalbttb, 
i.  358. 
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CHAP,   as  openly  assailing  one  of  the  most  valuable  pro- 


XXV. 


vinces  of  their  empire,  both  Napoleon  and  the  Direo- 
1798.  *<>ry  1^^*  nothing  untried  to  prolong  the  slumber  of 
Treachery  the  Ottoman  govemmeut,  and  induce  them  to  believe 
towi^^  that  the  French  had  no  hostile  designs  whatever 
'Turkey,  agaiust  them,  and  that  they  were  in  reality  inimical 
only  to  the  Beys,  the  common  enemy  of  both.  With 
this  view,  Napoleon  wrote  to  the  Grand  Vizier  a  letr 
ter  full  of  assurances  of  the  friendly  dispositions  both 
of  himself  and  his  government,  and  the  eternal  alli- 
ance of  the  Republic  with  the  Mussulmans ;  *  while 
Talleyrand,  who  had  been  appointed  ambassador  at 
Constantinople,  received  instructions  to  exert  him- 
self to  the  very  utmost  to  perpetuate  the  same  per- 
fidious illusion.  Such  was  the  ability  of  that  able 
diplomatist,  and  of  Ruffin,  the  envoy  at  the  Turkish 
capital,  that'  for  long  the  Divan  shut  their  eyes  to 
the  obvious  indications  which  were  afforded  of  the 
real  designs  of  France.  Proportionally  great  was 
the  general  indignation,  when  accounts  arrived  of  the 
invasion  of  Egypt,  and  it  became  evident  how  com- 
pletely they  had  been  deceived  by  these  perfidious 

^  Napoleon's  letter  was  in  these  tenns :  '*  The  French  army,  whidi 
I  have  the  honour  to  command^  has  entered  Egypt,  to  pnnish  the  Beys 
for  the  insults  they  have  committed  on  the  French  commerce.  CiiiicB 
Talleyrand  Ferigord^  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  France,  has  been 
named,  on  the  part  of  France,  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  and  he  is 
famished  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  and  sign  the  reqoisite  tzeiities, 
to  remove  any  difficulties  that  may  arise  from  the  occupation  of  Egypt 
by  the  French  army,  and  to  consolidate  the  ancient  and  necessazy  fiisiid- 
ship  that  ought  to  exist  between  the  two  powers.  But  as  he  may  po«- 
sibly  not  yet  have  arrived  at  Constantinople,  I  lose  no  time  in  makisg 
known  to  your  Excellency  the  resolution  of  the  French  government,  nol 
only  to  remain  on  terms  of  Us  ancient  friendship  with  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
but  to  procure  for  it  a  barrier  of  which  it  stands  so  much  in  need 
against  its  natural  enemies,  who  are  at  this  moment  leaguing  together 
for  iU  destruction." — Despatch,  22d  August  1798 ;  Corre^.  Confd,  de 
Nap,  vi.  3,  4. 
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representations.    Preparations  for  war  were  made   chap. 
with  the  utmost  activity ;  the  French  charg6  d'af-    ^^^' 
faires,  Ruffin,  was  sent  to  the  Seven  Towers ;  and  the    1798. 
indignation  of  the  Divan  broke  forth  in  one,  of  those 
eloquent  manifestoes,  which  a  sense  of  perfidious  in- 
jury seldom  fails  to  produce  among  the  honest,  though  ^y^*^"^' 
illiterate,  rulers  of  mankind.^* 

Bat  while  every  thing  was  thus  prospering  on 
land,  a  desperate  reverse  awaited  Napoleon  at  sea,  Nvni  op»- 
bronght  about  by  the  genius  of  that  illustrious  man  Sov^* 
who  seemed  to  have  been  the  instrument  of  Provi-™«j**"  ^ 
dence  to  balance  the  destiny  of  nations,  turn  from  He  arrives 
Asiatic  wilds  to  European  revolution  the  chains  of  5^^^*""' 
military  power,  and  preserve  safe,  amidst  the  west-, 
em  waves,  the-  destined  ark  of  European  freedom. 
After  having  sought  in  vain  for  the  French  fleet 
on  the  coast  of  Egypt,  Nelson  returned  to  Candia, 
and  from  thence  to  Syracuse,  where  he  obtained, 
with  extraordinary  rapidity,  the  supplies  of  which 

*  The  manifesto  of  Turkey^  which  was  a  most  able  state  paper,  bears, 
"  On  the  one  hand,  the  French  ambassadors,  resident  at  Constantinople,  Tarkish 
making  use  of  the  same  dissimulation  and  treachery  which  they  have  declaration 
every  where  practised,  gave  to  the  Turkish  goremment  the  strongest  ^^' 
marks  of  friendship,  and  sought  by  every  art  of  dissimulation  to  blind 
it  to  their  real  designs^  and  induce  it  to  come  to  a  rupture  with  other 
and  fiiendly  powers ;  ^while,  on  the  other,  the  commanders  and  generals 
of  the  French  troops  in  Italy,  with  the  perfidious  design  of  corrupting 
the  subjects  of  his  highness,  have  never  ceased  to  send  into  Bomelia, 
the  Morea,  and  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  emissaries  known  for 
their  perfidy  and  dissimulation,  and  to  spread  every  where  incendiary 
pablicationsy  tending  to  excite  the  inhabitants  to  revolt.  And  now^ 
as  if  to  demonstrate  to  the  world,  that  France  makes  no  distinction  be- 
tween its  friends  and  its  enemies,  it  has,  in  the  midst  of  a  profound 
peace  with  Turkey,  and  while  still  professing  to  the  Porte  the  same 
sentiments  of  friendship,  invaded,  without  either  provocation,  complaint, 
or  declaration  of  war,  but  after  the  usage  of  pirates,  Egypt,  one  of  the 
most  valuable  provinces  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  from  which,  to  this  hour, 
it  has  received  only  marks  of  friendship." — See  the  Manifuto  in  Haa* 
nuiBBBO,  vi  483,  493,  dated  10th  Sept.  1798. 
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CHAP,  he  stood  so  much  in  need.     The  failure  of  his  porsoit 
^^'    was  owing  to  a  singular  cause.     Nelson  had  set  sail 


1798.  from  Sicily  on  the  21st  June,  and  the  French  fleet 
on  the  18Ui ;  nevertheless,  so  much  more  rapidly  did 
his  fleet  move  than  his  antagonist's,  that  he  passed 
them  on  the  voyage,  and  arrived  at  Alexandria  on 
the  28th,  two  days  before  the  French  squadron.  He 
set  sail  immediately  for  Candia,  upon  not  finding 
them  there ;  and  thus,  through  his  activity  and  zeal, 
twice  missed  the  fleet  of  which  he  was  in  search. 
But  the  time  was  now  approaching  when  his  wishes 
were  to  be  realized.  He  departed  from  Syracuse  for 
the  Morea  on  the  2dth  July,  steered  boldly  through 
that  dangerous  passage,  the  straits  of  Messina,  and^ 
having  received  intelligence  in  Greece  that  the  French 
fleet  had  been  seen  four  weeks  before,  steering  to  the 
south-east  from  Candia,  he  determined  to  return  to 
1st  Aug.  Alexandria.  On  the  1st  August,  about  ten  in  the 
morning,  they  came  in  sight  of  the  Pharos ;  the  port 
had  been  vacant  and  solitary  when  they  last  saw  it ; 
now  it  was  crowded  with  ships,  and  they  perceived, 
with  exultation,  that  the  tricolor  flag  was  flying  on 
the  walls.  The  fleet  of  Brueys  was  seen  lying  at 
anchor  in  th^  bay  of  Aboukir.  For  many  days  be- 
fore, the  anxiety  of  Nelson  had  been  such,  that  he 
neither  ate  nor  slept.  He  now  ordered  dinner  to 
be  prepared,  and  appeared  in  the  highest  spirits. 
"  Before  this  time  to-morrow,"  said  he  to  his  officers, 
1  Dum.  li.  when  leaving  him  to  take  the  command  of  their 
s^'th.  u.  vessels,  "  I  shall  have  gained  a  peerage  or  West- 
sis,  221.'    minster  Abbey !"  ^ 

Admiral  Brueys  having  been  detained,  by  Napo* 

BroiyB*     Icon's  ordcrs,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  and  being 

'**^*^'    unable  to  get  into  the  harbour  of  Alexandria,  had 

drawn  up  his  fleet  in  order  of  battle,  in  a  position  io 
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the  baj  of  Aboukir  bo  strong,  that,  in  the  opinion  of   chap. 
his  best  officers,  the  English  would  never  venture  to    ^^^' 


attack  it     The  headmost  vessel  was  close  to  the  shoal    x798. 
on  the  north-west,  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  formed 
a  sort  of  curve,  with  its  concave  side  towards  the 
sea,  and  supported  on  the  right  by  the  batteries  on 
the  fort  of  Aboukir.     He  had  done  his  utmost  to  get 
his  ships  into  the  harbour  of  Alexandria ;  but  find- 
ing that  the  draught  of  water  was  too  small  for  the 
larger  vessels,  he  wisely  determined  not  to  adopt  a 
measure  which,  by  dividing  his  fleet,  would  have 
exposed  it  to  certain  destruction.     After  Napoleon 
was  fairly  established  in  Egypt,  by  the  capture  of'  onsoth 
Cairo,  he  sent  orders  to  the  admiral  to  go  to  Corfu,  the^iett^ 
if  he  could  not  get  the  ships  into  the  harbour  of*?  ^^:, 
Alexandria ;  but  till  that  event  took  place,  he  was  329 ;  and 
in  too  precarious  a  situation  to  deprive  himself  of  ^l  y 
the  assistance  of  his  fleet :  and  it  was  then  too  late  ^^;  •^«'- 
to  escape  the  danger,  as  the  English  were  within  si  8,S37, 
sight  of  the  ramparts  of  Alexandria.^  ^*  ® '^' 

No  sooner  did  Nelson  perceive  the  situation  of  the 
French  fleet,  than  he  resolved  to  penetrate  between  Nelson's 
them  and  the  shore,  and  in  that  way  double  with  his  atu^kf  and 
whole  force  on  part  of  that  of  the  enemy.     "  ^^®^®  wT^ 
there  is  room  for  the  enemy  to  swing,"  said  he, 
"  there  must  be  room  for  us  to  anchor."     His  plan 
was  to  place  his  fleet  half  on  the  outer,  and  half  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  French  line,  and  station  his 
ships,  as  far  as  practicable,  one  on  the  outer  bow  and 
another  on  the  outer  quarter  of  each  of  the  enemy's. 
Captain  Berry,  his  flag  captain,  when  he  was  made 
^nainted  with  the  design,  exclaimed  with  tran- 
sport, "  If  we  succeed,  what  will  the  world  say  ?" — 
"  There  is  no  *  If '  in  the  case,"  replied  Nelson ; 
^  that  we  shall  succeed  is  certain ;  who  may  live  to 
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CHAP,   tell  the  story  is  a  very  different  question.^'    The 
^^^*    number  of  ships  of  the  line  on  the  two  sides  was 


1798.  equa^l,  but  the  French  had  a  great  advantage  in  the 
»  South,  u.  size  of  their  vessels ;  their  ships  carrying  1196  guns, 
^m.^L*  and  11,230  men,  while  the  English  had  only  1012 
416, 417.    mins  and  8068  men.^     The  British  squadron  consisted 

Ann    liMr  

1798,  iS.  entirely  of  seventy-fours ;  whereas  the  French,  be- 
We,  ii.  gj^^gg  ^^^  noble  L'Orient  of  120  guns,  had  two  80-giin 
ships,  the  Franklin  and  Guillaume  Tell.  The  battery 
on  Aboukir  fort  was  mounted  with  four  pieces  of 
heavy  cannon  and  two  mortars,  besides  pieces  of  a 
lighter  caliber. 

The  squadron  advanced  to  the  attack  at  three 
Battle  of  o^clock  iu  the  afternoon.  Admiral  Brueys  at  first 
^^  Nile,  imagined  that  the  battle  would  be  deferred  till  the 
following  morning;  but  the  gallant  bearing  and 
steady  course  of  the  British  ships  as  they  entered  the 
bay,  soon  convinced  him  that  an  immediate  assault 
ifft  Aug.  ^^  intended.  The  moment  was  felt  by  the  bravest 
in  both  fleets ;  thousands  gazed  in  silence,  and  with 
anxious  hearts,  on  each  other,  who  were  never  des- 
tined again  to  see  the  sun,  and  the  shore  was  covered 
with  multitudes  of  Arabs,  anxious  to  behold  a  fight 
on  which,  to  all  appearance,  the  fate  of  their  coimtry 
would  dqpend.  When  the  English  fleet  came  within 
range,  they  were  received  with  a  steady  fire  from  the 
broadsides  of  all  the  vessels  and  the  batteries  on  the 
island.  It  fell  right  on  the  bows  of  the  leading  ships ; 
but,  without  returning  a  shot,  they  bore  directly 
down  upon  the  enemy,  the  men  on  board  every  ves- 
sel being  employed  aloft  in  furling  sails,  and  below 
in  tending  the  braces,  and  making  ready  for  an  an- 
chorage. Captain  Foley  led  the  way  in  the  Goliath, 
outsailing  the  Zealous,  under  Captain  Hood,  which 
for  some  time  disputed  the  post  of  honour  with  him ; 
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and  when  he  reached  the  van  of  the  enemy's  line,    chap. 
he  steered  between  the  outermost  ship  and  the  shoal,    ^^^' 


so  as  to  interpose  between  the  French  fleet  and  the    x796. 
shore.     In  ten  minutes  he  shot  away  the  masts  of 
the  Conquerant,  while  the  Zealous,  which  imme- 
diately followed,  in  the  same  time  totally  disabled  the 
Guerrier,  which  was  next  in  line.     The  other  ships 
in  that  column  followed  in  their  order,  still  inside 
the  French  line,  while  Nelson  in  the  Vanguard,  at 
the  head  of  five  ships,  anchored  outside  of  the  enemy, 
within  pistol-shot  of  their  third  ship,  the  Spartiate. «  south,  i. 
The  effect  of  this  manoeuvre  was  to  bring  an  over-?*®'**®- 
whelming  force  against  two-thirds  of  the  enemy's  sas,  299.' 
squadron,  while  the  other  third,  moored  at  a  distance  1708,  m.' 
from  the  scene  of  danger,  could  neither  aid  their  [^™*y* 
friends  nor  injure  their  enemies.^  %i  11, 17.' 

Ndson  had  arranged  his  fleet  with  such  skill,  that 
from  the  moment  that  the  ships  took  up  their  posi- 
tions, the  victory  was  secure.  Five  ships  had  passed 
the  line,  and  anchored  between  the  first  nine  of  the 
enemy  and  the  shore,  while  six  had  taken  their  sta- 
tion on  the  outer  side  of  the  same  vessels,  which  were 
thus  placed  between  two  fires,  and  had  no  possibility 
of  escape.  Another  vessel,  the  Leander,  was  inter- 
posed across  the  line,  and  cut  off  the  vanguard  from 
all  assistance  from  the  rearmost  ships  of  the  squa- 
dron, while  her  guns  raked  right  and  left  those  between 
which  she  was  placed.  The  CuUoden,  which  came 
up  sounding  after  it  was  dark,  ran  aground  two 
leagues  from  the  hostile  fleets,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  utmost  efforts  of  her  captain  and  crew,  could  take 
no  part  in  the  action  which  followed ;'  but  her  fate  <  Dum.  u. 
served  as  a  warning  to  the  Alexander  and  Swiftsure,  l^^i^^' 
which  would  else  have  infallibly  struck  on  the  shoal  ^-  ^- 
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CHAP,   and  perished.     The  way  in  which  these  ships,  nnder 
^^^'    the  brave  Captain  Hallowell's  direction,  entered  the 


1708.  ^^7  ^"<^  ^^^'^  "P  ^^^i<^  stations  amidst  the  gloom  of 
night,  hj  the  light  of  the  increasing  cannonade,  ex- 
cited the  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  it. 

The  British  shi{»,  however,  had  a  severe  fire  to 
Dreidftii  sustain  as  they  successively  passed  along  the  enemy's 
UMBrtito.  ^i''^  ^  ^°^^  "P  their  appointed  stations;  and  ^e 
great  size  of  several  of  the  French  squadron  rendered 
them  more  than  a  match  for  any  single  vessel  tbe 
English  coald  oppose  to  them.  The  Vanguard, 
which  bore  proudly  down,  bearing  the  admiral's  flag 
and  six  colours  on  different  parts  of  the  rigging,  had 
every  man  at  the  first  six  guns  on  the  forecastle 
killed  or  wonnded  in  a  few  noinutes,  and  they  were 
three  times  swept  off  before  the  action  closed.  The 
Bellerophon  dropped  her  stem  anchor  close  under  the 
bows  of  the  L'Orient,  and,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
mense disproportion  of  force,  continued  to  engage 
her  first-rate  antagonist  till  her  own  masts  had  all 
gone  overboard,  and  every  officer  was  either  killed 
or  wounded,  when  she  drifted  away  with  the  tide, 
overwhelmed,  but  not  subdued,  a  glorious  monoment 
of  unconquerable  valour.  As  she  floated  along,  she 
came  close  to  the  Swiftsure,  which  was  coming  into 
action,  and  not  having  the  lights  at  the  mizen-f>eak, 
which  Nelson  had  ordered  as  a  signal  by  which  his 
own  ships  might  distinguish  each  other,  she  was  at 
first  mistaken  for  an  enemy.  Fortunately,  Captsun 
Hallowell,  who  commanded  that  vessel,  had  the  pre- 
sence of  mind  to  order  his  men  not  to  fire,  till  he 
ascertained  whether  the  hulk  was  a  friend  or  an 
enemy,  and  thus  a  catastrophe  was  prevented  which 
might  have  proved  fatal  to  both  of  these  ships.  The 
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Station  of  the  Bellerophon  in  combating  the  L'Orient    chap. 
wM  now  taken  by  the  Swiftsure,  which  opened  at    ^^^' 


once  a  steady  fire  on  the  quarter  of  the  Franklin    2795. 
and  the  bows  of  the  French  admiral,  while  the  Alex-^  south,  i. 

230  239 

ander  anchored  on  his  larboard  quarter,  and^  with  Ann.  Rag. 
the  Leander,  completed  the  destruction  of  their  J^^^^* 
gigantic  opponent.^  240, 248, 

^  It  was  now  dark,  but  both  fleets  were  illuminated  417/418. 
by  the  incessant  discharge  of  above  two  thousand 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  volumes  of  flame  and  smoke  The 
that  rolled  away  from  the  bay,  gave  it  the  appear- J'^^^J^^ 
ance  as  if  a  terrific  volcano  had  suddenly  burst  forth 
in  the  midst  of  the  sea.  Victory,  however,  soon 
declared  for  the  British ;  before  nine,  three  ships  of 
the  line  had  struck,  and  two  were  dismasted ;  and  the 
flames  were  seen  bursting  forth  from  the  L^Orient,  as 
she  still  continued,  with  unabated  energy,  her  heroic 
defence.  They  spread  with  frightful  rapidity ;  the 
fire  of  the  Swiftsure  was  directed  with  such  fatal 
precision  to  the  burning  part,  that  all  attempts  to 
extinguish  it  proved  ineffectual ;  and  the  masts  and 
rigging  were  soon  wrapped  in  flames,  which  threw 
a  prodigious  light  over  the  heavens,  and  rendered 
the  situation  of  every  ship  in  both  fleets  distinctly 
visible.  The  sight  redoubled  the  ardour  of  the  Bri- 
tish seamen,  by  exhibiting  the  shattered  condition 
and  lowered  colours  of  so  many  of  their  enemies,  and 
lond  cheers  from  the  whole  fleet  announced  every  suo- 
cessive  flag  that  was  struck.  As  the  fire  approached 
the  magazine  of  the  L'Orient,  many  officers  and  men 
jumped  overboard,  and  were  picked  up  by  the  Eng- 
lish boats ;  others  were  dragged  into  the  port-holes 
of  the  nearest  British  ships,  who  for  that  purpose 
suspended  their  firing ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the 
crew,  with  heroic  bravery,  stood  to  their  guns  to  the 
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CHAP,   last,  and  continued  to  fire  from  the  lower  deck.    At 
ten  o^clock  she  blew  up,  with  an  explosion  so  tre- 


1798.    mendous,  that  nothing  in  ancient  or  modem  war  was 

equal  to  it.     Every  ship  in  the  hostile  fleets  was 

shaken  to  its  centre ;  the  firing  by  universal  consent 

ceased  on  both  sides,  and  the  tremendous  explosion 

was  followed  by  a  silence  still  more  awful,  interrupted 

only,  after  the  lapse  of  some  minutes,  by  the  splash 

of  the  shattered  masts  and  yards  falling  into  the 

1  soath.  i.  water  from  the  vast  height  to  which  they  had  been 

j^i^fu.   thrown.     The  British  ships  in  the  vicinity,  with  ad- 

1*^'^rL  ^i^*^^®  coolness,  had  made  preparations  to  avoid 

1798,146*.  the  conflagration:  all  the  shrouds  and  sails  were 

p^in  ^  thoroughly  wetted,  and  sailors  stationed  with  buckets 

Egypte*     of  water  to  extinguish  any  burning  fragments  which 

Ganthe* '    might  fall  upou  their  decks.     By  these  means,  al- 

^poX      though  large  burning  masses  fell  on  the  Swiftsure 

Cor.  conf.  ^^^   Alexander,    they  w^re    extinguished  without 

'  doing  any  serious  damage.^ 

After  a  pause  of  ten  minutes,  the  firing  recom- 

Giorioui    menced,  and  continued  without  intermission  till  after 

w^?it°  midnight,  when  it  gradually  grew  slacker,  from  the 

t«nninatM.  shattered  condition  of  the  French  ships  and  the 

exhaustion  of  the  British  sailors,  numbers  of  whom 

fell  asleep  beside  their  guns,  the  instant  a  momentary 

cessation  of  loading  took  place.     At  daybreak  the 

magnitude  of  the  victory  was  apparent ;  not  a  vestige 

of  the  L'Orient  was  to  be  seen;   the  frigate  La 

Serieuse  was  sunk ;  and  the  whole  French  line,  with 

the  exception  of  the  Guillaume  Tell  and  Genereux, 

t  ji^niei,  ii.  ^^  struck  their  colours.     These  ships  having  been 

|49,26i.    little  engaged  in  the  action,  cut  their  cables,  and 

S38, 240.    stood  out  to  soa,  followed  by  the  two  frigates :  they 

n08,?4ei  '^ere  gallantly  pursued  by  the  Zealous,  which  was 

147.         rapidly  gaining  on  them;*  but  as  there  was  no  other 
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ship  of  the  line  in  a  condition  to  snpport  her,  she  was    chap. 
recalled,  and  these  ships  escaped.     Had  the  Cnlloden 


XXV. 


not  struck  on  the  shoal,  and  the  frigates  belonging    x798. 
to  the  squadron  been  present,  not  one  of  the  enemy's 
fleet  would  have  escaped  to  convey  the  mournful 
tidings  to  France. 

Early  in  the  battle,  the  English  admiral  received 
a  severe  wound  on  the  head,  from  a  piece  of  Lang-  ^^  ^ 
ridge  shot.  Captain  Berry  caught  him  in  his  arms 
as  be  was  falling.  Nelson,  and  all  around  him, 
thought,  from  the  great  effusion  of  blood,  that  he 
was  killed.  When  he  was  carried  to  the  cockpit, 
the  surgeon  quitted  the  seamen  whose  wounds  he 
was  dressing,  to  attend  to  the  admiral.  ^^  No,''  said 
Nelson ;  "  I  will  take  my  turn  with  my  brave  fellows." 
Nor  would  he  suffer  his  wound  to  be  examined  till 
every  man,  who  had  previously  been  brought  down, 
was  properly  attended  to.  Fully  believing  that  the 
wound  was  mortal,  and  that  he  was  about  to  die,  as 
he  had  ever  desired,  in  the  moment  of  victory,  he 
called  for  the  chaplain,  and  desired  him  to  deliver 
what  he  conceived  to  be  his  dying  remembrance  to 
Lady  Nelson ;  and,  seizing  a  pen,  contrived  to  write 
a  few  words,  marking  his  devout  sense  of  the  success 
which  had  already  been  obtained.  When  the  sur- 
geon came  in  due  time,  after  having  visited  the 
others,  to  inspect  the  wound — for  no  entreaties  could 
prevail  on  him  to  let  it  be  examined  sooner — the 
most  anxious  silence  prevailed ;  and  the  joy  of  the 
wounded  men,  and  of  the  whole  crew,  when  they 
found  the  injury  was  only  superficial,  gave  Nelson 
deeper  pleasure  than  the  unexpected  assurance  that 
his  own  life  was  in  no  danger.^  When  the  cry  rose  •  south,  i. 
that  the  L'Orient  was  on  fire,  he  contrived  to  make  ^36, 
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CHAP,  his  iray,  alone  and  anaBsisted,  to  the  qoarterdeck, 

'_  where  he  instantly  gave  orders  that  boats  shoald  be 

1798,    dispatched  to  the  relief  of  the  ^lemy. 

Nor  were  heroic  deeds  confined  to  the  British 
Heroic  squadron.  Most  of  the  captains  of  the  French  fleet 
the  Frmcb  were  killed  or  woonded,  and  they  all  fought  with  the 
iqiudroo.  enthnsiaslic  courage  which  is  characteristic  of  their 
nation.  The  captain  of  the  Tonnant,  Petit  Thouars, 
when  both  his  legs  were  carried  away  by  a  cannon 
ball,  refused  to  quit  the  quarterdeck,  and  made  his 
crew  swear  not  to  strike  their  colours  as  long  as 
they  had  a  man  capable  of  standing  to  their  guns. 
Admiral  Brueys  died  the  death  of  ihe  brave  on  hia 
quarterdeck,  exhorting  his  men  to  continue  the  com- 
bat to  the  lost  extremity.*  Casa  Bianca,  captain  of 
the  L'Orient,  fell  mortally  wounded,  when  the  flames 
were  devouring  that  splendid  vessel ;  his  son,  a  boy 
of  ten  years  of  age,  was  combating  beside  him  when 
he  was  struck,  and,  embracing  his  father,  resolutely 

*  NspoleoD  addieaied  the  fotloniiig  noble  letter  to  Madame  Bruc;* 
on  her  hnsband'a  doalh : — "  Tonr  hiubaud  hu  been  killed  b;  a  cuiicib- 
b«]l  whil«  Gombatiog  on  his  quarteideck.  Ha  illad  witbont  laflaiii; ; 
tb«  death  the  moit  eos;  and  the  moat  enried  hy  the  brare.  I  feel 
wumly  for  70UT  grief.  The  moment  which  leparateB  lu  froin  the  ob- 
ject which  we  love  ia  terrible ;  we  feel  isolated  on  the  earth ;  we  ilmott 
experience  the  conrnlBioiu  of  the  laal  tgaay ;  the  facnltiea  of  the  tnl 
are  annihilated ;  its  connexion  with  the  earth  i«  preeerred  onlj  acmt 
a  veil  which  distorts  everf  thing.  We  feel  in  such  a  aitoation,  (b*t 
there  is  nothing  which  yet  binds  ns  to  life ;  that  it  were  far  better  1« 
die ;  bnt  when,  after  inch  first  and  nnaroidaUe  throes,  we  press  du 
children  to  onr  hearts,  tears  and  mora  tender  sentiments  arise ;  life  bs- 
comes  bearable  for  their  salLea.  Yss,  madam,  they  will  open  the  foiui' 
Xtans  of  your  heart;  yon  will  watch  their  childhood;  edncate  Iheit 
yoatk  ;  yon  will  speak  to  them  of  their  father,  of  yoor  pceeent  giiA 
find  of  the  loss  which  they  and  the  Republic  have  sostained  in  his  dsalh. 
After  having  resumed  the  interest  in  life  by  the  chord  of  maternal  lors, 
you  will  perhaps  feel  some  conaolation  from  the  friendship  and  warm 
iiiierest  wbioh  I  shiJI  ever  take  in  the  widow  of  my  friend."— (bn<<- 
C-n/i.  v.  3B3. 
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refused  to  quit  the  ship,  though  a  gun-boat  was  come    chap. 

alongside  to  bring  him  off.     He  contriyed  to  bind ]__ 

his  djing  parent  to  the  mast,  which  had  fallen  into    1793. 
the  sea,  and  floated  off  with  the  precious  charge ;  he 
was  seen  after  the  explosion  by  some  of  the  British 
squadron,  who  made  the  utmost  efforts  to  save  his 
life ;  but,  in  the  agitation  of  the  waves  following '  num.  iL 
that  dreadful  event,  both  were  swallowed  up  andj^„'^  li*. 
seen  no  more.^  *  ^^»  ^^^' 


*  Tfau  moTing  incident  is  thus  beantifally  treated  hy  one  of  the 
greatest  of  modem  lyric  poets. 

The  boy  itood  on  the  baming  deck 

Whenee  all  bat  he  had  fled ; 
The  fljime  that  lit  the  battle's  wreck 

Shone  round  him  on  the  dead. 

Yet  beautiful  and  bright  he  atood. 
Am  bom  to  role  the  etonn ; 
^  A  creature  of  heroic  bloodt 

A  proud,  though  chUd-Uke  form. 

The  flamee  rolled  on— he  would  not  go 

Without  hii  ftkther*s  word ; 
Th.it  father,  faint  in  death  below. 

His  Toice  no  logger  heard. 

«*  Speak,  father,**  oaoe  again,  ha  cried, 

•*  If  I  may  yet  be  gone !  " 
And  but  the  booming  iihote  replied. 

And  fiiat  the  flamee  rolled  oo. 

Upon  hie  brow  he  felt  their  breatli. 

And  in  his  waving  hair ; 
And  looked  f^m  that  lone  poet  ef  death 

In  etUl  yet  brare  detpair. 

And  ehonted  but  once  more  aloud, 

•*  Hy  father!  Muet  I  etay  f  " 
While  o^er  him  tuU  through  sail  and  shroud, 

Tba  wreathing  flras  made  way. 

They  wrapt  the  ship  In  splendour  wild. 

They  caught  the  flag  on  high. 
And  streasaed  abora  the  gallant  ehlld. 

Like  banners  in  the  sky. 

There  oame  a  burst  of  thunder  aoamdr^  ^ 

The  boy«-<-oh !  where  was  he  f 
Ask  of  the  winds  that  far  around 

With  fragments  strew  the  sea ! 

HsMAwa. 
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CHAP.       Such  was  tbe  battle  of  tbe  Nile,  for  which  he  who 
^^^'    gained  it  felt  that  victory  was  too  feeble  a  word ;  he 


1798.  ^^^^  it  conquest.  Of  thirteen  ships  of  the  line,  nine 
Great  re-  woFe  taken  and  two  burnt ;  of  four  frigates,  one  was 
roiti  rf  the  g^^j^  j^jjj  ^jjg  burnt.     The  British  loss  was  eight 

hundred  and  ninety-five  in  killed  and  wounded ;  they 
had  to  lament  the  death  of  only  one  commander, 
Captain  Westcolt,  a  brave  and  able  officer.  Of  the 
French,  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-fiye 
perished,  and  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  five 
were  taken  and  sent  on  shore,  including  the  wounded, 
with  all  their  effects,  on  their  parole  not  to  serve 
again  till  regularly  exchanged ;  an  act  of  humanity 
which  was  ill  requited  by  Napoleon,  who  incorporated 
the  whole  who  were  capable  of  bearing  arms  into 
different  regiments  of  his  army.  *  The  annals  of  the 
world  do  not  afford  an  example  of  sgt  complete  an 
overthrow  of  so  great  an  armament.  The  Arabs  and 
Egyptians  lined  the  shore  during  this  terrible  en- 
gagement, and  beheld  with  mingled  terror  and  asto- 
nishment the  destruction  which  the  Europeans  were 
inflicting  on  each  other.  The  beach,  for  an  extent 
of  four  leagues,  was  covered  with  wreck,  and  innu- 
merable bodies  were  seen  floating  in  the  bay,  in  spite 
of  the  utmost .  exertions  of  both  fleets  to  sink  them. 
No  sooner,  however,  was  the  conquest  completed, 

*  ''  The  EngliB  V'  WTs  Kleber,  "  have  had  the  diBinterastedneii  to 
isestore  every  thing  to  their  prisoners ;  they  would  not  permit  an  ibte  to 
be  taken  from  them.  The  consequence  was,  that  they  display  in  Alex- 
andria a  Inzory  and  elegaoce,  which  exhibit  a  strange  contrast  to  the 
destitute  condition  of  the  land  forces,"— i>M|ia<e4  to  NapoUtm,  S&iiliy. 
1 708 ;  BouBBiBNNB,  ii.  1 60. — The  wounded  French  sent  ashore  are  stated 
by  Admiral  Gautheaume,  in  his  official  report  to  amount  to  nearly  eight 
thousand  \  an  astonishing  numberi  if  correct^  considering  that  the  whole 
French  crews  in  the  action  did  not  exceed  twelve  Uions8iid.«-See 
Oauihfaume's  Report ;  Corresp,  Con/id,  de  NapoUcny  v.  483. 
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than  a  perfect  stillness  pervaded  tbe  whole  squadron ;    chap. 
it  was  the  moment  of  the  thainksgiving,  which,  by 


orders  of  Nelson,  was  offered  up  through  all  the   1793. 
fleet,  for  the  signal  success  which  the  Almighty  hadi  jamef,iL 
vouchsafed  to  the  British  arms.     The  French  pri-^;^*i*' 
soners  remarked  that  it  was  no  wonder  such  order  ?*^-  ^™- 
wa.  preserved  in  the  English  navy,  when  at  such  ^'^^T 
hour,  and  after  such  a  victory,  their  minds  could  4)e  es^'sOTth/* 
impressed  with  such  sentiments.^  *•  **i- 

Had  Nelson  possessed  a  few  frigates  or  bomb-ves- 
sels, the  whole  transports  and  small  craft  in  the  ha]>  Honoun 
bour  of  Alexandria  might  have  been  destroyed  in  a^'*^''** 
few  hours.  So  severely  did  he  feel  the  want  of  them 
at  this  period,  that  in  a  despatch  to  the  Admiralty, 
he  declared,  "  Were  I  to  die  at  this  moment,  want 
of  frigates  would  be  found  engraven  on  my  heart !  ^' 
The  want  of  such  light  vessels,  however,  rendered 
any  attack  on  the  shipping  in  the  shoal  water  of 
Alexandria  perfectly  impossible  ;  and  it  was  not 
without  the  utmost  exertions  and  the  united  co- 
operation of  all  the  officers  and  men,  that  the  fleet 
was  refitted  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  proceed  to  sea. 
Having  at  length,  however,  overcome  every  obstacle, 
and  dispatched  an  overland  messenger  to  Bombay,  to 
acquaint  the  government  there  with  his  success,  he 
set  sail  from  Aboukir  Bay  on  the  18th  August,  leav- 
ing three  ships  of  the  line  to  blockade  the  harbour 
of  Alexandria.  Three  of  the  prizes,  being  perfect 
wrecks,  were  burned ;  the  remaining  six  arrived  in 
safety  at  Gibraltar.  Honours  and  rewards  were 
showered  by  a  grateful  nation  upon  the  heroes  of 
the  Nile.  Nelson  was  created  Baron  Nelson  of  the 
Nile,  with  a  pension  of  L.2000  a-year  to  himself  and 
his  two  immediate  successors;  the  Grand  Seignor, 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the 
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CHAP.   King  of  Naples,  the  East  India  Company,  made  him 
^^^'    magnificent  presents ;  and  his  name  was  emhalmed 


1798.    f^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  recollection  of  his  gratefnl  country. 

With  truth  did  Mr  Pitt  observe  in  Parliament,  when 

I  p„L  Hist,  reproached  for  not  conferring  on  him  a  higher  dignity, 

«xiii.  p.    "  Admiral  Nelson's  fame  will  be  coequal  with  the 

1560. 

South.!.     British  name,  and  it  will  be  remembered  that  he 
25?!  ^**'    gained  the  greatest  naval  victory  on  record,  when  no 
^^7*'    "^*^  ^^^^  think  of  asking  whether  he  had  been  created 
a  baron,  a  viscount,  or  an  earl."  ^  * 

*  Napoleon,  who  never  failed  to  lay  eyery  misfortune  with  which  he 
was  connected  upon  fortune,  destiny,  or  the  fanlta  of  others,  rather  thin 
hit  own  errors^  has  laboured  to  ezcolpate  himaolf  from  the  diMSter  in 
Aboukir  Bay,  and  declared,  in  his  official  despatch  to  the  Directoiy, 
that  on  July  6,  before  leaving  Alexandria,  he  wrote  to  Admiral  finiejs, 
directing  him  to  retire  within  the  harbour  of  that  town,  or  if  that  was 
fl  ^ap^  ii,  impossible,  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Corfu,*  and  that  the  catastrophe 
170.  arose  from  his  disobedience.    It  is  true  he  sent  an  order;  bntiiv&s 

conditional,  and  as  follows  : — "  Admiral  Brueys  will  cause  the  fleet,  in 
the  course  of  to-moitow,  to  enter  the  old  harbour  of  Alexandria^  if  the 
Napoleon *8  ^^®  permits,  and  there  isjsnfficient  depth  of  water.  If  there  is  not  in 
correspond-  the  harbour  sufficient  draught,  he  will  take  such  measnree,  that^  doring 
ence  with  i\^q  course  of  to-morrow,  he  may  have  disembarked  the  artillery  and 
to'settinff  "^o'®**  ^^^  ^^o  individuals  belonging  to  the  army,  retaining  only  § 
the  fleet  hundred  soldiers  in  each  ship  of  the  line,  and  forty  in  each  frigate.  He 
into  Alex-  admiral,  in  the  course  of  to-monow,  will  let  the  general  know  whether 
andria.  h^q  squadron  can  get  into  Alexandria,  or  can  defend  iteelf,  while  Ijing 
in  the  roads  of  Aboukir,  against  a  superior  enemy ;  and  if  it  eon  do  nfi- 
s  i^ter  ^^  ^/  *^^^^  things,  it  will  make  the  he$t  of  iU  way  to  Corfu,  leaving  at 
Sd  July  Alexandria  only  the  Dubois  and  Causae,  with  the  Diana,  Juno,  Alcestss, 
1798.  and  Arthemise  frigates."*    The  order  to  proceed  to  Corfu,  therefore, 

was  conditional ;  to  take  effect  only  on  failure  to  get  into  Alexandria, 
or  to  find  a  defensible  roadstead ;  and,  from  the  following  letters,  it  ap- 
pears that  Brueys,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  general-in-chief,  pro- 
ceeded to  adopt  the  prior  alternative  of  taking  up  a  defensive  position 
at  Aboukir.  The  day  before,  Brueys  had  written  to  Napoleon :  "  All 
the  accounts  I  have  hitherto  received  are  unsatisfactory  as  to  thi  pom' 
hiUtif  of  getting  into  the  harbour ,  as  the  bar  has  only  twenty-two  feet  sii 
inches,  which  our  smallest  seventy-fours  draw,  so  that  entry  is  impos- 
sible. My  present  position  is  untenable,  by  reason  of  the  rocks  with 
which  the  bottom  of  the  bay  is  strewed ;  and  if  attacked,  I  shonld  be 
infallibly  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  if  I  had  the  misfortune  to  await  them 
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The  battle  of  tlie  Nile  was  a  mortal  stroke  to   chap. 
Napoleon  and  the  French  army.     He  was  too  clear*-    ^^^' 


sighted  not  to  perceive  the  fatal  and  irremediable    ngQ^ 

la  itdt  place.     The  only  thing  that  I  see  practicable  is,  to  take  ihelter  %  j^tcr 
M  ike  moorings  of  Beckier  (Aboukir),  where  the  bottom  is  good,  and  1 8d  July 
ooold  take  snch  a  posiiion  as  would  renderme  secure  from  the  enemy."^  1798. 
On  the  6th  July,  Bmeys  wrote  to  Napoleon,  in  addition  to  his  letter  of 
the  2d :  ''I  hare  neglected  nothing  which  might  permit  the  ships  of  the 
line  to  get  into  the  old  port ;  bat  it  is  a  labour  which  requires  much 
lime  and  patience.    The  loss  of  a  single  yessel  is  too  considerable  to 
allow  any  thing  to  be  permitted  to  hasard :  and  hitherto  it  appears  that 
we  caanot  attempt  such  a  measure  without  incurring  the  greatest  dan- 
gtfs;  that  is  the  opinion  of  all  the  most  experienced  officers  on  board 
th«  fleet    Admiral  YiUeneuTO  and  Casa  Bianca  regard  it  as  impossible. 
When  I  haye  sounded  the  roadstead  of  Beckier,  I  will  send  you  a  re- 
port of  thai  road.     Want  of  provisions  is  severely  felt  in  the  fleet ;  on 
board  many  veaeels  there  is  only  biscuit  for  fourteen  days/'    On  the  7th  7th  July. 
Joly,  he  again  wrote  to  Napoleon :   ''  I  thank  you  for  the  precaution 
joa  have  taken  m  §endmg  engineer  and  artillery  ojfieers  to  meet  me  in  the 
Boy  cf  Beehier.     I  shall  concert  measures  with  them  as  soon  as  we  are 
mooredy  and  if  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  discover  a  position  where  bat- 
teries on  shore  may  protect  the  two  extremities  of  my  line,  I  shall  re- 
gard the  position  as  impregnable,  at  least  during  summer  and  autumn. 
It  is  the  more  desirable  to  remain  there,  because  I  can  set  sail  en  nuuse 
when  I  think  fit ;  whereas,  even  if  I  could  get  into  the  harbour  of  Alex- 
andria^ I  should  be  blockaded  by  a  single  vessel  of  the  enemy,  and  should 
be  unable  to  contribute  any  thing  to  your  glory."    On  the  13th  July,  i$th  Juty. 
he  again  wrote  to  Napoleon :  *'  I  am  fortifying  my  position,  in  case  of 
being  obliged  to  combat  at  anchor.    I  have  demanded  two  mortars  from 
Alexandria  to  put  on  the  sandr-bank ;  but  I  am  less  apprehensive  of  that 
than  the  other  extremity  of  the  line,  against  which  the  principal  efforts 
of  the  enemy  will  in  all  probability  be  directed."    And  on  26th  July,  SOth  July. 
Bmeys  wrote  again  to  him :   "  The  officers  whom  I  have  charged  with 
the  sounding  of  the  port,  have  at  length  announced  that  their  labours 
are  concluded ;  I  shall  forthwith  transmit  the  plan,  when  I  have  received 
it,  that  you  may  decide  what  vessels  are  to  enter  J^    On  the  30th,  Napoleon  30th  July, 
wrote  in  answer :  '^  I  have  received  all  your  letters.    The  intelligence 
which  I  have  received  of  the  soundings,  induces  me  to  believe  that  you  t  Corresp, 
are  by  this  time  safely  in  the  port ;"'  and  ordered  him  forthwith  to  do  Conf.  v. 
so,  or  proceed  to  Corfu.     On  the  day  after  this  last  letter  was  written,  lOS,  194, 
Kelson's  fleet  attacked  Brueys  in  the  Bay  of  Aboukir.    Napoleon,  there-  ^>  |^^ 
fore,  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  fleet  was  lying  in  Aboukir  Bay ;  and  ^^'  3^' 
it  was  evidently  retained  there  by  his  orders,  or  with  his  approbation,  404. 
as  a  support  to  the  army,  or  a  means  of  retreat  in  case  of  disaster.     In 
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CHAP,   nature  of  the  loss  there  incurred.     It  had  been  his 
'    design,  after  the  conquest  of  Egypt  was  secured,  to 


1708.  embark  a  great  proportion  of  his  forces,  return  to 
Disastrous  Toulou,  and  cmploy  them  on  some  other  and  still 
Jj^j^j^  4^  greater  expedition  against  the  power  of  England, 
the  French  B  J  this  irreparable  loss  he  found  these  prospects  for 
"™^'  ever  blasted ;  the  army  exiled,  without  hope  of 
return,  on  an  inhospitable  shore,  all  means  of  pre- 

1  Bour.  ii.   truth,  such  was  the  penury  of  the  oountry,  that  the  fleet  could  not  lay 
144.  in  proyisions  at  Alexandria  to  enable  it  to  stand  out  to  sea.^    He  wai 

too  able  a  man,  besidesy  to  hasard  such  an  armj  without  anj  meant  ol 
retreat  in  an  unknown  country ;  and  Bburrienne  deelaree,  that^  pferieu 
s  Ibid.         to  the  taking  of  Cairo,  he  often  talked  with  him  on  re-embarking  the 
Bour.  ii.      army,  and  laughed  himself  at  the  false  colours  in  which  he  had  repre- 
144, 155,     Bented  the  matter  to  the  Directory.*    It  is  proved,  by  indisputable  eri- 
dence,  that  the  fleet  was  detained  by  the  orders,  or  with  the  concurreneej 
of  Napoleon.    "  It  may  perhaps  be  said,"  says  Admiral  Gautheaane, 
the  second  in  command,  who  surriyed  the  defeat^  '^  that  it  would  hare 
been  more  prudent  to  haye  quitted  the  coast  after  the  debarkation  wu 
effected ;  but,  eomiderinff  the  orders  of  the  commander'in'cMe/,  and  the  in- 
3  Haid.  vi.  calculable  support  which  the  fleet  gave  to  the  land-foroes,  the  admiral 
89.  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  not  to  abandon  those  seas.^    Brueys  also  said 

to  Layalette,  in  Aboukir  Bay,  on  the  2l8t  July,  "  Since  I  could  not  get 
into  the  old  harbour  of  Alexandria^  nor  retire  from  the  coast  of  Egypti 
*  Lav.  i.      without  news  from  the  army,  I  have  established  myself  here  in  as  Strang 
^^^*  a  position  as  I  could."*    The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  docu- 

ments is,  that  neither  Napoleon  nor  Brueys  was  to  blame  for  the  disas- 
ter which  happened  in  Aboukir  Bay ;  that  the  former  ordered  the  fleet 
to  enter  Alexandria  or  take  a  defensible  position,  and  if  he  could  do 
neither,  then  proceed  to  Corfu ;  but  that  the  latter  was  unable,  from  the 
limited  draught  of  water  at  the  bar,  to  do  the  one,  and,  agreeably  to  lus 
orders,  attempted  the*  other ;  that  it  lay  at  Aboukir  Bay,  with  the  fall 
knowledge  of  the  general-in*chief,  and  without  his  being  able  to  pre- 
vent it,  though  his  penetration  in  the  outset  perceived  the  danger  to 
which  it  was  exposed  in  so  doing ;  and  that  the  only  real  cnlpabDity  in 
the  case  is  imputable  to  Napoleon,  in  having  endeavoured,  after  Bmeys* 
death,  to  blacken  his  character,  by  representing  the  disaster  to  the  Di- 
rectory as  exclusively  imputable  to  that  officer,  and  as  having  aiiseo 
from  his  disobedience  of  orders,  when,  in  fact,  it  arose  from  extraneous 
circumstances,  over  which  the  admiral  had  no  control,  having  rendered 
it  necessary  for  him  to  adopt  the  second  alternative  prescribed  to  him 
-    by  his  commander. 


a 
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serving  his  recent  conquest  frustrated,  and  himself   chap. 
destined,  to  all  appearance,  instead  of  changing  the ^_ 


face  of  the  world,  to  maintain  an  inglorious  and  1793, 
hopeless  struggle  in  a  comer  of  the  Turkish  empire. 
All  his  dreams  of  European  conquests  and  Oriental 
revolutions  appeared  at  once  to  vanish,  by  the  de- 
struction of  the  resources  from  which  they  were  to 
be  realized ;  and  nothing  remained  but  the  painful 
certainty  that  he  had  doomed  to  a  lingering  fate  the 
finest  amiy  of  the  Republic,  and  endangered  its  inde- 
pendence by  the  sacrifice  of  so  large  a  portion  of  its 
defenders.  But,  though  in  secret  overwhelmed  by 
the  disaster,  he  maintained  in  public  the  appearance 
of  equanimity,  and  suffered  nothing  to  escape  his 
lips  which  could  add  to  the  discouragement  of  his 
soldiers.  "  Well,"  said  he,  "  we  must  remain  here, 
or  issue  from  it  equal  in  grandeur  to  the  ancients." '  Th.  >. 
"  Yes,"  replied  Kleber,  "  we  must  do  great  things.  Miot,  79! 
I  am  preparing  my  mind  to  go  through  them."  ^        f^'iss 

Bat  while  the  chiefs  of  the  army  thus  endeavoured 
to  conceal  the  gloomy  presentiments  which  over- D^gpair  of 
whelmed  their  minds,  the  inferior  officers  and  sol-*'***"*^*"*^' 
diersgave  unrestrained  vent  to  the  despair  with  which  soidien. 
they  were  filled.     Already,  before  they  reached  Cairo, 
the  illusion  of  the  expedition  had  been  dispelled ; 
the  riches  of  the  East  had  given  place  to  poverty  and 
suffering ;  the  promised  land  had  turned  out  an  arid 
wilderness.     But  when  intelligence  arrived  of  the 
destruction  of  the  fleet,  and  with  it  of  all  hope  of 
returning  to  France,  except  as  prisoners  of  war,  they 
gave  vent  to  such  loud  complaints,  that  it  required 
all  the  firmness  of  the  generals  to  prevent  a  sedition 
breaking  out.     Many  soldiers  in  despair  blew  out 
^heir  brains ;  others  threw  themselves  into  the  Nile,  ^ 
and  perished,  with  their  arms  and  baggage-     When 
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CHAP,   the  generals  passed  by,  the  cry,   ^^  There  go  the 
^^^'    murderers  of  the  French,"  involuntarily  burst  firom 


1798.  ^^^  ranks.  By  degrees,  however,  this  stunning  mis- 
fortune, like  every  other  disaster  in  life,  was  softened 
by  time.  The  soldiers,  deprived  of  the  possibility 
of  returning,  ceased  to  disquiet  themselves  about  it, 
and  ultimately  they  resigned  themselves  with  much 
greater  composure  to  a  continued  residence  in  Egypt, 
than  they  could  have  done  had  the  fleet  remained  to 
1  Boar.  ii.  keep  alive  for  ever  in  their  breasts  the  desire  of  re- 

134  138  • 

Say.'  i.  eft.  turning  to  their  native  country.^ 

The  consequences  of  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  were, 
It  at  once  to  the  last  degree,  disastrous  to  France.    Its  effects 

biinsson  a  •      ..^  •  m  ..  .nii 

war  be-  m  Europc  worc  immense,  by  reviving,  as  will  be  de- 
S^oe  and  ^^^  hereafter,  the  coalition  against  its  Republican 
Turkej^.  government ;  but  in  the  East,  it  at  once  brought  on 
the  Egyptian  army  the  whole  weight  of  the  Ottoman 
empire.  The  French  ambassador  at  Constantinople 
had  found  great  difficulty  for  long  in  restraining  the 
indignation  of  the  Sultan;  the  good  sense  of  the 
Turks  could  not  easily  be  persuaded  that  it  was  an 
act  of  friendship  to  the  Porte  to  invade  one  of  the 
most  important  provinces  of  the  empire,  destroy  its 
militia,  and  subject  its  inhabitants  to  the  dominion  of 
an  European  power.  No  sooner,  therefore,  was  the 
Divan  at  liberty  to  speak  its  real  sentiments,  by  the 
destruction  of  the  armament  which  had  so  long  spread 
terror  through  the  Levant,  than  they  gave  vent  to 
30th  Sept.  their  indignation.  War  was  formally  declared  against 
France,  the  differences  with  Russia  adjusted,  and  the 
formation  of  an  army  immediately  decreed  to  restore 
the  authority  of  the  Crescent  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile.  Among  the  many  wonders  of  this  eventful 
•  period,  not  the  least  surprising  was  the  alliance  which 
the  French  invasion  of    Egypt    produced  between 
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Turkey  and  Russia,  and  the  suspension  of  all  the    chap. 

ancient  animosity  between  the  Christians  and  the ^ 

Mnssulmans,  in  the  pressure  of  a  danger  common  to    1798. 
both.    This  soon  led  to  an  event  so  extraordinary, 
that  it  produced  a  profound  impression  even  on  the '  Dum.  ii. 
minds  of  the  Mussulman  spectators.^  vi.  ^g. 

On  the  1st  September,  a  Russian  fleet  of  ten  ships 
of  the  line  and  eight  frigates,  entered  the  canal  of  the  Passage  of 
Bosphorus,  and  united  at  the  Golden  Horn  with  the  pont  by  the 
Turkish  squadron ;  from  whence  the  combined  force,  ^^^ 
in  presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  spectators, 
whose  acclamations  rent  the  skies,  passed  under  the 
walls  of  the  Seraglio,  and  swept  majestically  through 
the  classic  stream  of  the  Hellespont.     The  effect  of 
the  passage  of  so  vast  an   armament  through  the 
beautiful  scenery  of  the  straits,  was  much  enhanced 
by  the  brilliancy  of  the   sun,  which   shone  in  un- 
clouded splendour  on  its  full-spread  sails ;  the  placid 
surface  of  the  water  reflected  alike  the  Russian  masts 
and  the  Turkish  minarets ;  and  the  multitude,  both 
European  and  Mussulman,  were  never  weary  of  ad- 
miring the  magnificent  spectacle,  which  so  forcibly 
imprinted  upon  their  minds  a  sense  of  the  extraordi- 
nary alliance  which  the  French  Revolution  had  pro- 
duced, and  the  slumber  in  which  it  had  plunged  nar- 
tional  antipathies  the  most  violent,  and  religious  dis- 
cord the  most  inveterate.     The  combined  squadrons, 
not  being  required  on  the  coast  of  Egypt,  steered  for 
the  island  of  Corfu,  and  inmiediately  established  a 
rigorous  blockade  of  its  fortress  and  noble  harbour, 
which  soon  began  to  feel  the  want  of  provisions.    Al- 
ready, without  any  formal  treaty,  the  courts  of  StsHwd.  ti. 
Petersburg,   London,   and   Constantinople,   acted  in^'^fj- 
concert,  and  the  bases  of  a  triple  alliance  were  laid,  Don.  u. 
and  sent  to  their  respective  courts  for  ratification.'      ^^'  ^^^* 
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CHAP.        The  edtoation  of  the  French  army  wag  now  in  the 
^'^'    faigheet  d^ree  critical.     iBolated  from  their  couDtiy, 


1793^  miable  either  to  obtun  succours  from  home,  or  to  re- 
critiai  g^  it  in  case  of  disaster,  pressed  and  blockaded  bj 
tituiHoaof  the  fleeta  of  England,  in  the  middle  of  a  hostile  po- 

tha  Frandi        ,     .  ,  ®  ,  .  ■,  t       i 

■nnjr.       pulatiou,  the^  weTO  about  to  be  exposed  to  the  for- 
ar^^^  midable  forces  of  the  Turkish  empire.    In  these  dis- 
>x"-        coaraging  circomstwiceB,  the  firmness  of  XapoleoD, 
so  far  from  forsaking,  only  prompted  him  to  redouble 
his  efforts  to  establish  his  authority  firmly  in  tbe 
conquered  country.     The  months  which  immediately 
followed  the  destruction  of  the  fleet  were  marked  bj 
aa  extraordinary  degree  of  activity  in  every  dqwrt- 
ment.     At  Alexandria,  Rosetta,  and  Cairo,  mills 
were  established,  in  which  flour  was  groand  as  finely 
as  at  Paris:  hospitals  were  formed,  where  the  eick 
were  treated  with  the  most  sedulous  care  by  the  (hs- 
tinguished   talents   of    Larrey  and   Desgenettes;  a 
foundery,  in  which  cannon  were  cast,  and  a  manufac- 
tory of  gunpowder  and  saltpetre,  rendered  the  armj 
independent  of  external  aid  for  its  ammunition  and 
artillery.     An  institute  at  Cairo,  formed  on  the  model 
of  that  at  Paris,  concentrated  tbe  labours  of  the 
numerous  scientific  persons  who  accompanied  the  annj; 
the  gec^raphy,  antiquities,  hieroglyphics,  and  natural 
history  of  Egypt,  began  to  be  studied  with  an  ac- 
curacy unknown  in  modem  times;  the  extremitiefl 
and  line  of  the  canal  of  Suez  were  explored  by  Na- 
poleon in  person,  with  the  most  extraordinary  ardour; 
a  Hotilla  formed  on  the  Nile ;  printing  presses  set 
'  mm.  ii.  agoing  at  Cairo  ;  the  cavalry  and  artillery  remounted 
im'I^'    ^'^''  *^®   admirable   horses  of  Arabia,    the    troops 
Hav.  I  aa,  equipped  in  new  clothing,  manufactured  in  the  coun- 
u.  109.109.  try  ;'  the  fortifications  of  Roaetta,  Damietta,  Alex- 
Tkx,  "^'andrij^  and  Salahieh,  put  in  a  respectable  posture  of 
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defence;  while  the  skilful  draughtsmen  who  accom-    chap. 

panied  the  expedition,  prepared,  amidst  the  wonders [_ 

of  Upper  Egypt,  the  magnificent  work  which,  under    1793. 
the  auspices  of  Denon,  has  inunortalized  the  expedi*- 
tion. 

As  soon  as  the  inundation  of  the  Kile  had  subsided, 
Desaix  commenced  his  march  to  Upper  Egypt,  to  Expedition 
pursue  the  broken  remains  of  Mourad  Bey^s  corps,  to  upper 
On  the  7th  October,  he  came  up  with  the  enemy,  ^*^' 
consiBting  of  four  thousand  Mamelukes  and  Arabs, 
and  six  thousand  Fellahs,  stationed  in  the  village  of 
Sidiman.  The  French  were  not  more  than  two 
thousand  three  hundred  strong:  they  formed  three 
squares,  and  received  the  charges  as  at  the  battle  of 
the  Pyramids,  of  which  this  action  in  all  its  parts 
was  a  repetition  on  a  smaller  scale»  The  smallest 
square,  however,  was  broken  by  the  impetuous  shock 
of  the  Mamelukes ;  but  the  soldiers,  with  admirable 
presence  of  mind,  fell  on  their  faces,  so  that  the  loss 
was  not  so  great  as  might  have  been  expected."^  All 
the  efforts  of  the  cavalry  failed  against  the  steady 
sides  of  the  larger  squares ;  and  at  length,  the  Ma- 
melukes being  broken  and  dispersed,  the  village  was 
stormed  with  great  slaughter,  and  the  soldiers  re* 
tamed  to  take  a  severe  vengeance  on  a  body  of  the 
enemy,  who  during  the  assault,  had  committed  great 
carnage  on  those  wounded  in  the  broken  square.  This 
action  was  more  bloody  than  any  which  had  yet  oc« 

*  Oq  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  the  scientific  charaoters  and  draaghts- 
men  who  attended  the  anny,  were  hnddled  with  the  baggage  into  the 
oeatare,  as  the  only  place  of  secoxitj,  the  moment  that  the  enemy  ap- 
peared. No  sooner  were  the  Mameluke  horse  descried,  than  the  word 
was  given,  '^  Form  square ;  artillery  to  the  angles  ;  asses  and  iavant  to 
the  centre ;"  a  command  which  affi>rded  no  small  merriment  to  the  sol- 
diers, and  made  them  caU  the  asses  demi^tavang. — ^Las  Casbs,  i.  225. 

VOL.  III.  L  I 
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CHAP,   curred  in  Egypt ;  the  French  having  lost  three  hun- 
^^^'    dred  and  forty  men  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 


1708.    wounded;  a  great  proportion,  when  every  life  was 
precious,  and  no  means  of  replacing  it  existed.    It 
was  decisive,  however,  of  the  fate  of  Upper  Egypt 
Desaix  continued  steadily  to  advance,  driving  his  in- 
defatigable opponents  continually  before  him;  the 
rose^covered  fields  of  Faioum,  the  Lake  Mceris»  the 
City  of  the  Dead,  were  successively  vimted ;  anotha: 
cloud  of  Mamelukes  was  dispersed  by  the  rolling  fire 
of  the  French  at  Samanhout ;  and  at  length  the  ruins 
of  Luxor  opened  to  their  view,  and  the  astonished 
soldiers  gazed  on  the  ^venues  of  sphinxes,  gigantic 
I  say.i.69,^^<^^iis  of  tcmplcs,  obcUsks,  and  sepulchral  mcmn- 
joif  ri      ™®^*s»  which  are  destined  to  perpetuate  to  the  ead  of 
422.   Th.  the  world  the  glories  of  the  city  of  Thebes.^ 

While  Desaix  was  thus  extending  the  French  domi- 
Bioody  rap>  ^^ou.  towards  the  cataracts  of  the  Nile,  a  dangeroos 
•  woit  ft/  insurrection  was  extinguished  in  blood  in  the  centre 
Oairo.       of  Egypt.     Notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  Napo- 
leon to  conciliate  the  Mussulman  population,  the  Beys 
still  retained  a  considerable  influence  over  them,  and 
the  declaration  of  war  by  the  Porte  revived  the  spirit 
of  religious  hostility,  which  he  had  been  at  such  pains 
sitoiOot.    to  allay.     In  the  end  of  October,  the  insurrection 
broke  out,  at  a  time  when  the  French  were  so  far 
from  suspecting  their  danger,  that  they  had  very  few 
troops  within  the  town.     Dupuis,  the  commander  of 
the  city,  who  proceeded  with  a  feeble  escort  to  quell 
the  tumult,  was  slain,  with  several  of  his  officers;  a 
vast  number  of  insulated  Frenchmen  were  murdered, 
and  the  house  of  General  Caffarelli  was  besieged  and 
forced.     The  cdarme  was  inmiediately  beat  in  the 
streets,  several  battalions  in  the  neighbourhood  en- 
tered the  town,  the  citadel  began  to  bombard  the  most 
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populous  quarters,  and  the  Turks,  driven  into  the    chap. 
principal  mosques,  prepared  for  a  desperate  resistance. ]_ 


During  the  night  they  barricaded  their  posts,  and  the    1798. 
Arabs  advanced  from  the  desert  to  support  their  ef- 
forts ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.    The  French  commander 
drove  back  the  Bedouins  into  the  inundation  of  the 
Nile,  the  mosques  were  forced,  the  buildings  which 
sheltered  the  insurgents  battered  down  or  destroyed ; 
and,  after  the  slaughter  of  above  five  thousand  of  the  in* 
habitants,  and  the  conflagration  of  a  conBiderable  part 
of  the  city,  Cairo  submitted  to  the  conqueror.     This 
terrible  disaster,  with  the  cruel  executions  which  fol- '  num.  ii. 
lowed  it,  struck  such  a  terror  into  the  Mahometan  \l^^l^' 
population,  that  they  never  after  made  the  smallest  *23, 424. 
attempt  to  get  quit  of  the  French  authority.^  182. 

Meanwhile  Napoleon  made  an  expedition  in  per- 
son to  Suez,  in  order  to  inspect  the  line  of  the  Ro-  Expedition 
man  canal,  which  united  the  Mediterranean  and  the  l^q  teahe 
Red  Sea.  At  Suez  he  visited  the  harbour,  gave^^'*^^^ 
orders  for  the  construction  of  new  works,  and  the 
formation  of  an  infant  marine ;  and  passed  the  Red 
Sea,  in  a  dry  channel,  when  the  tide  was  out,  on  the 
identical  ground  which  had  been  traversed  three 
thousand  years  before,  by  the  children  of  Israel. 
Having  refreshed  himself  at  the  fountains  which  still 
bear  the  name  of  the  Wells  of  Moses,  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Sinai,  and  visited  a  great  reservoir,  constructed 
by  the  Venetians  in  the  sixteenth  century,  he  returned 
to  recross  to  the  African  side.  It  was  dark  when  he 
reached  the  shore ;  and  in  crossing  the  sands,  as  the 
tide  was  flowing,  they  wandered  from  the  right  path, 
aad  were  for  some  time  exposed  to  the  most  imminent 
danger.  Already  the  water  was  up  to  their  middle, 
and  still  rapidly  flowing,  when  the  presence  of  mind 
of  Napoleon  extricated  them  from  their  perilous  situar 


► 
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CHAP.    tion.     He  caoaed  one  of  his  escort  to  go  in  eveiy 

^direction,  aad  shout  when  he  found  the  depth  oi 

1798.    vater  increasing,  and  that  he  had  lost  his  footing;  hj 
this  meanB  it  was  discovered  in  what  quarter  the  slope 
of  the  shore  ascended,  and  the  party  at  length  giuned 
1  Boor.  u.  the  coast  of  EgTpt.     "  Had  I  perished  in  that  manner 
i^'om^l  1^®  Pharaoh "  said  Napoleon,  "  it  would  have  fur- 
9se.    SftT.  nished  all  the  preachers  of  Christendom  with  a  mag- 
nificent text  i^ainst  me."' 

The  suppression  of  the  revolts  drew  from  Napch 
Eitraordi-  leoQ  oue  of  tbose  singular  proclamations  which  are 
dSSat^  so  characteristic  of  the  vague  ambition  of  his  mind : 
°«n''*'  — "  Scheiks,  TJlemata,  Orators  of  the  Mosque,  teach 
ssd  Dee.  the  people,  that  those  who  become  mj  enemies  shall 
have  no  refuge  in  this  world  or  the  next.  Is  there 
any  one  so  blind  as  not  to  see  that  I  am  the  Man  d 
Destiny  ?  Make  the  people  understand,  that  from 
the  beginniug  of  time  it  was  ordained,  that,  having 
destroyed  the  enemies  of  Islamism,  and  vanquished 
the  Cross,  I  should  come  from  the  distant  parts  of  the 
West  to  accomplish  my  destined  task.  Show  them, 
that  in  twenty  passages  of  the  Koran  my  coming  is 
foretold.  I  could  demand  a  reckoning  from  each  of 
you,  of  the  most  secret  thoughts  of  his  soul,  since  to 
me  every  thing  is  known  ;  but  the  day  will  come  when 
all  shall  know  from  whom  I  have  derived  my  com- 
mission, and  that  human  eiForts  cannot  prevail  aghast 
me.^^  Thus  did  Napoleon  expect  that  he  was  to  gain 
the  confidence  of  the  Mussulmans,  at  the  very  time 
wlicQ  he  was  executing  thirty  of  their  number  arday, 
Hiid  throwing  their  corpses,  in  sacks,  every  night  into 
tlie  Nile.  "  Every  night,"  said  Napoleon,  in  a  letter 
to  Eegnier,  "  we  cut  off  thirty  heads,  and  those  of  se- 
veral chiefs ;  that  will  teach  them,  I  think,  a  good 
lesson."     The  victims  were  put  to  death  in  prison. 
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tlinist  into  sacks,  and  tbrown  into  the  Nile.     This    chap. 
continued  six  days   after  tranquillity  was  restored. '__ 


The  executions  were  continued  for  long  after,  and    1798. 
under  circumstances  that  will  admit  of  neither  extenu-  *  ^iot,  loe. 

-  Soott,  iy. 

atioa  nor  apology.^  86.    Th.  x. 

Being  now  excluded  from  aU  intercourse  with  Bu-Ti^^"' 
rope,  and  menaced  with  a  serious  attack  by  land  and 
sea  from  the  Tinrks,  Napoleon  resolved  to  assail  his  He  rMoives 
enemies  by  an  expedition  into  Syria,  where  the  prin-^J^^nto 
cipal  army  of  the  Sultaun  was  assembling.     Prudence  ^^^^ 
prescribed  that  he  should  anticipate  the  enemy,  and  hu  vast 
not  wait  till,  having  assembled  their  strength,  a  pre-  ** 
ponderating  force  was  ready  to  fall  upon  the  French 
army.    But  it  was  not  merely  defensive  operations 
that  the  general  contemplated ;  his  ardent  mind,  now 
thrown  upon  its  own  resources,  and  deprived  of  all 
assistance  from  Europe,  indulged  in  visions  of  Ori- 
ental conqaest.     To  advance  into  Syria  with  a  part 
of  his  troops,  and  rouse  the  population  of  that  country 
and  Asia  Minor  against  the  Turkish  rule ;  assemble 
an  army  of  fifteen  thousand  French  veterans,  and  a 
hundred  thousand  Asiatic  Auxiliaries  on  the  Euphra- 
tes, and  overawe  at  once  Persia,  Turkey,  and  India, 
formed  the  splendid  project  which  filled  his  imagina- 
tion.   His  eyes  were  continually  fixed  on  the  deserts 
which  separated  Asia  Minor  from  Persia;  he  had 
sounded  the  dispositions  of  the  Persian  court,  and  as- 
certained that,  for  a  sum  of  money,  they  were  willing 
to  allow  the  passage  of  his  army  through  their  terri- 
tories;  and  he  confidently  expected  to  renew  the 
march  of  Alexander,  from  the  shores  of  the  Nile  to 
those  of  the  Ganges.      Having  overrun  India,  and 
established  a  colossal  reputation,  he  projected  return-* 
ing  to  Europe,  attacking  Turkey  and  Austria  with  the 
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CHAP,  whole  forces  of  the  East,  and  establishing  an  empire, 
^^^'  greater  than  that  of  the  Romans,  in  the  centw  of 
1799.  European  civilization.  Fall  of  these  ideas,  he  wrote 
j*n.»,  to  Tippoo  Stub,  that  "he  had  arrived  on  the  shores 
"b^.  ii.  of  the  Red  Sea  with  an  innumerable  and  invincible 
188. 18».  army,  and  inviting  him  to  send  a  confidential  pwsoa 
300, 301,  to  Suez,  to  concert  measures  for  the  destruction  of  tbe 
ntp.  o^.  British  power  in  HindoBtan."* 

vi.  19S.  rphe  forces,  however,  which  the  French  general  could 

LimiMd     command  for  the  Syrian  expedition  were  by  no  meaoA 
^^l^ci^  commensnrate  to  these  magnificent  projects.    They 
consisted  only  of  thirteen  thousand  men  ;  for  although 
the  army  had  been  recruited  by  the  three  thousand  pri- 
soners sent  back  with  misplaced  and  undeserved  gene- 
rosity by  the  British  after  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  and 
almost  all  the  sailors  of  the  transporte,  yet  such  were 
the  losses  which  had  been  sustained  since  the  period 
when  they  landed,  by  fatigue,  sickness,  and  the  sword, 
that  no  larger  number  could  be  spared  from  the  defence 
of  Egypt.   These,  with  nine  hundred  cavalry,  and  forty- 
nine  pieces  of  cannon,  constitated  the  whole  force  with 
which  Napoleon  expected  to  change  the  iace  <^  the 
world ;  while  the  reserves  left  on  the  banks  of  the  Kile 
did  not  exceed  in  all  sixteen  thousand  men.     The  ar- 
tillery destined  for  the  siege  of  Acre,  the  capital  of  the 
■  Hiot,iii.  Pasha  Djezzar,  weis  put  on  board  three  frigates  at  Alez- 
^^^_    andria,  and  orders  dispatched  to  Villeneuve  at  Malta 
i^ieo.    **"  ^^^^o"i^  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  English 
cruisers,  and  come  to  support  the  maritime  oper^ons.' 
On  the  11th  February,  the  army  commenced  its 
pungeof  march  over  the  desert  which  separates  Africa  frtm 
Dn^rt""  Asia.     The  track,  otherwise  imperceptible  amidst  the 
iithF«b.  blowing  sand,  was  distinctly  marked  by  innomeraMe 
skeletons  of  mea  and  animals,  which  had  perished  on 
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that  solitary  pathway,  the  line  of  communicatioa  be-   chap. 
tween  Asia  and  Africa,  which  from  the  earliest  times    ^^^' 


had  been  frequented  by  the  human  race.  Six  days  2799 
afterwards.  Napoleon  reached  El  Arish,  where  the 
camp  of  the  Mamelukes  was  surprised  during  the 
night,  and  after  a  siege  of  two  days  the'  fort  capitu- 
lated. The  sufferings  of  the  troops,  however,  were 
extreme  in  crossing  the  desert ;  the  excessive  heat  of 
the  weather,  and  the  want  of  water,  produced  the 
greatest  discontent  among  the  soldiers,  and  Napoleon 
felt  the  necessity  of  bringing  his  men  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible through  that  perilous  district.  The  garrison 
were  conveyed  as  prisoners  in  the  rear  of  the  army, 
which  augmented  their  difficulty  in  obtaining  subsis- 
tence. Damas  was  abandoned  by  the  Mussulman 
forces  at  the  sight  of  the  French  squares  of  infantry, 
and  at  l^igth  the  granite  pillars  were  passed  which,  ssth  mw. 
from  the  remotest  ages,  have  marked  the  confines  of 
Asia  and  Africa ;  the  hitherto  clear  and  glowing  sky 
was  streaked  by  a  veil  of  clouds,  i^ome  drops  of  rain 
refreshed  the  parched  lips  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  suf- 
fering troops  beheld  the  green  valleys  and  wood- 
covered  hills  of  Syria.  The  soldiers  at  first  mistook 
them  for  the  mirage  of  the  desert,  which  had  so  often 
disappointed  their  hopes ;  they  hardly  ventured  to  trust 
their  own  eyes,  when  they  beheld  woods  and  water, 
green  meadows,  and  olive  groves,  and  all  the  features 
of  European  scenery ;  but  at  length,  the  appearance 
of  verdant  slopes  and  clear  brooks  convinced  them, 
that  they  had  passed  from  the  sands  of  Africa  to  a 
land  watered  by  the  dew  of  heaven.  But  if  the  days 
were  more  refreshing,  the  nights  were  far  more  un- 1  Boar.  u. 
comfortable  than  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile ;  the  heavy  ^^/{Ji 
moisture  in  the  night  and  rains  of  Syria  soon  pene-Jom/z. 
trated  the  thin  clothing  of  the  troops,^  and  rendered  u.  190. 
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CHAP,   their  situation  extremely  disagreeable ;  and,  drenched 
^^^'    with  rain,  they  soon  came  to  regret,  at  least  for  Aeir 


1799.    night  bivouacs,  the  dry  sands  and  star-bespangled  fir- 
mament of  Egypt. 

Jaffa,  the  Joppa  of  antiquity,  was  the  first  considor- 

storming  able  town  of  Palestine  which  presented  itself  to  the 
French  in  th6  course  of  their  march.  It  was  invested 
on  the  4th  of  March,  and  a  flag  of  truce,  whom  Na- 
poleon sent  to  summon  the  town,  beheaded  on  the  spot 
The  breach  being  declared  practicable,  the  assault 

6th  March,  took  placo  ou  the  6th,  and  success  was  for  some  time 
doubtful;  but  the  grenadiers  of  Bon's  divimon  at 
length  discovered,  on  the  seanside,  an  opening  left  un- 
guarded, by  which  they  entered,  and  in  the  confusion 
occasioned  by  this  unexpected  success,  the  rampart 
was  carried,  and  the  Turks  driven  from  the  walls.  A 
desperate  carnage  took  place,  and  the  town  was  deli- 
vered over  to  the  horrors  of  war/  which  never  appeared 
in  a  more  frightful  form.'^  During  this  scaie  of 
slaughter  a  large  part  of  the  garrison,  consisting 

*  Though  resolved  ntterly  io  exterminate,  if  he  could,  the  Pasha  of 
Acre,  Napoleon  kept  up  his  usual  system  of  endeavouring  to  persnide 
him  that  he  invaded  his  countiy  with  no  hostile  intentions.  On  the 
9th  of  March  he  'wrote  to  him  from  Jaib,  yet  reeking  with  the  blood 
shed  in  this  terrible  assault : — ''  Since  my  entry  into  Egypt,  I  have  sent 
yon  several  letters  expressive  of  my  wish  not  to  be  involved  in  hostili- 
ties with  you,  and  that  my  sole  object  was  to  disperse  the  ICamdnket. 
The  provinces  of  Gaaa  and  Ja£b  are  in  my  power ;  I  have  treated  with 
generosity  those  who  surrendered  at  discretion,  with  severity  those  who 
violated  the  laws  of  war.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  march  against  Acre  ; 
but  what  cause  of  hostility  have  I  with  an  old  man  whom  I  do  not 
know  1  What  are  a  few  leagues  of  territoiy  to  me  1  Since  God  gires 
me  victory,  I  wish  to  imitate  his  clemencyi  not  only  towards  the  people, 
but  their  rulers.  Ton  have  no  reason  for  being  my  enemy,  since  yon 
were  the  foe  of  the  Mamelukes ;  become  again  my  friend ;  dedaie  wsr 
against  the  English  and  the  Mamelukes,  and  I  will  do  you  as  much  good 
as  I  have  done,  and  can  do,  you  evil."  The  Pasha^  however,  paid  no 
regard  to  this  communication,  and  continued,  without  interruption,  his 
preparations  of  defence.-*-See  Corre$p,  Ccnfid,  de  NapoUon^  vi  23t. 

I 
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chiefly  of  Albanians  and  Aranouts,  had  taken  refuge   chap. 
in  some  old  caravanseries,  where  they  called  out  from '__ 


the  windows  that  they  would  lay  down  their  arms,    1799. 
provided  their  lives  were  spared ;  but  that  if  not,  they  Four  thoa- 
would  defend  themselves  to  the  last  extremity.     The  ^^^ 
officers,  Eugene  Beauhamais  and  Crosier,  Napoleon's  ^•p**''^^* 
own  aides-de-Hsamp,  took  upon  themselves  to  agree  to 
the  proposal,  although  the  garrison  had  all  been  de- 
voted by  him  to  destniction ;  and  they  brought  them, 
disarmed,  in  two  bodies,  the  one  consisting  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men,  the  other  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred, to  the  generaPs  headquarters.     Napoleon  re- 
ceived them  with  a  stem  and  relentless  air,  and  ex- 
pressed the  greatest  indignation  against  his  aides-de- 
camp, for  encumbering  him  with  such  a  body  of  pri- 
soners in  the  famished  condition  of  the  army.     The 
unhappy  wretches  were  made  to  sit  down,  with  their 
hands  tied  behind  their  backs,  in  front  of  the  tents ; 
despair  was  already  painted  in  their  countenances. 
Th^  uttered  no  cries,  but  seemed  resigned  to  death, 
with  the  patience  which  is  in  so  peculiar  a  manner  the '  ^«'*  ^^ 
characteristic  of  Asiatic  habits  and  predestinarian  be-  jom.  zi. 
lief.    The  French  gave  them  biscuit  and  water ;  and  ^;  ^^^ 
a  council  of  war  was  smnmoned  to  deliberate  on  their  ^«p-  ^^' 

«       .  373.    Dam. 

fate.^  ii.  195. 

For  two  days  the  terrible  question  was  debated, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  these  captives;  and  theMaflsocre 
French  officers  approached  it  without  any  predisposi-  ^J!^J^. 
tion  to  cruel  measures.  But  the  difficulties  were  re- 
presented as  insurmountable  on  the  side  of  humanity. 
If  they  sent  them  back,  it  was  said  to  Egypt,  a  con- 
siderable detachment  would  be  required  to  guard  so 
large  a  body  of  captives,  and  that  could  ill  be  spared 
from  the  army  in  its  present  situation ;  if  they  gave 
them  their  liberty,  they  would  forthwith  join  the  gar- 
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CHAP,   rison  of  Acre,  or  the  clouds  of  Arabs,  who  already 
^  hung  on  the  flauks  of  the  army ;  if  they  were  incor- 


1799.    porated  unarmed  in  the  ranks,  the  prisoners  would 
add  grievously  to  the  number  of  mouths  for  whom, 
abeady,  it  was  sufficiently  difficult  to  procure  subsist- 
ence.   No  friendly  sail  appeared  in  the  distance  to 
take  off  the  burden  on  the  side  of  the  ocean ;  the  dif- 
ficulty of  msdntaining  them  became  every  day  more 
grievous.     The  Committee,  to  whom  the  matter  was 
referred,  unanimously  reported  that  they  should  be 
put  to  death,  and  Napoleon,  with  reluctance,  signed 
the  fatal  order.    It  was  carried  into  execution  on  the 
itfweh  10.  tenth  March ;  the  melancholy  troop  were  marched 
down,  firmly  fettered,  to  the  sand-hills  on  the  Benr 
coast,  where  they  were  divided  into  small  squares,  and 
mowed  down,  amidst  shrieks  which  yet  ring  in  the 
souls  of  all  who  witnessed  the  scene,  by  successive 
discharges  of  musquetry.     No  separation  of  the  Egyp* 
tians  from  the  other  prisoners  took  place ;  all  met  the 
1  Bout.  iL  game  trsgic  fate.     In  vain  they  appealed  to  the  capi- 
Miot,  144,  tulation  by  which  their  lives  had  been  guaranteed ; 
cvMeara  i.  ^^^^  ^  ^^7  stood  together,  they  were  fired  at  for 
^-  Jom-  hours  successively,  and  such  as  survived  the  shot  were 
dispatched  with  the  bayonet^ 

One  young  man,  in  an  agony  of  terror,  burst  his 

Terrible    houds,  throw  himsclf  among  the  horses  of  the  French 

wueh       officers,  and  embracing  their  knees,  passionately  im« 

^^    plored  that  his  life  might  be  spared ;  he  was  sternly 

refused,  and  bayoneted  at  their  feet.     But  with  this 

exception,  all  the  other  prisoners  received  their  fate  with 

the  fortitude  which  is  the  peculiar  characteristic  of 

the  Mussulman  faith;  they  calmly  performed  their 

ablutions  in  the  stagnant  pools  among  which  they 

were  placed,  and  taking  each  other^s  hands,  after 

having  placed  them  on  their  lips  and  their  hearts,  in 
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the  MiuBulman  mode  of  salutation,  gave  and  receiTed    chap. 
an  eternal  adieu.     One  old  chief,  slightly  wounded,         ^' 
had  strength  enough  left  to  excavate  with  his  own    1799, 
hands  his  grave,  where  he  was  interred  while  yet  alive 
ly  his  followers,  themselves  nuking  into  the  arms  of 
death.     After  the  massacre  had  lasted  some  time,  the 
horrors  which  surrounded  them  shook  the  hearts  of 
many,  especially  of  the  younger  part  of  the  captives. 
Several  at  length  broke  their  bonds,  and  swam  to  a 
ridge  of  coral  rocks  out  of  the  reach  of  shot;  the 
troops  made  signs  to  them  of  peace  and  forgiveness, 
and  when  they  came  within  a  short  distance,  fired  at  >  jon.  il 
them  in  the  sea,  where  they  perished  from  the  di»-iLssfl^^* 
charge  or  the  waves.*     The  bones  of  the  vast  multi-  ^*'  ■- 100- 
tode  still  remain  in  great  heaps  amidst  the  sandhills  Ua. 
of  the  desert ;  the  Arab  turns  from  the  field  of  blood,  °'^^' 
sad  it  remains  in  solitary  horror,  a  melancholy  menu-  ^'p-  u- 
meat  of  Christian  atrocity. 

It  would  be  to  little  purpose  that  the  great  drama 
of  human  events  were   recorded  in  history,  if  theuapudoo- 
judgment  of  posterity  were  not  strongly  pronounced  ^^^'^ 
on  the  conduct  of  the  principal  actors  ia  the  scene.  "^ 
Napoleon  lived  for  posthumous  celebrity  ;  in  this  in- 
stance he  shall  have  his  deserts ;  the  massacre  at  Ja& 
is  an  eternal  and  inefiaceable  blot  on  his  memory; 
and  so  it  is  considered  by  the  ablest  and  most  impar- '  Jam.  zi. 
tial  of  his  own  military  historians.'     The  laws  of  war  J^^y*' 
can  never  justify  the  massacre  of  prisoners  in  cold 
blood,  three  days  after  the  action  has  ceased ;  least  of 
all,  of  those  who  had  laid  down  their  arms  on  the  pro- 
mise that  their  lives  should  be  spared ;  the  plea  of 
expedience  can  never  be  admitted  to  extenuate  a  deed 
of  cruelty.    If  it  were,  it  would  vindicate  the  mas- 
sacres in  the  fHrisons  of  Paris,  the  carnage  of  St  Bar- 


( 
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CTAP.   tholomew^  the  burning  of  Joan  of  Arc,  or  any  of  the 
other  foul  deeds  with  which  the  page  of  history  is 


XXV. 


1709.    stained.     Least  of  all  should  Napoleon  recur  to  such 
an  argument,  for  it  justifies  at  once  all  the  seve* 
rities  of  which  he  so  loudly  complained^  when  apphed 
in  a  much  lighter  degree  to  himself  at  St  Helena.    If 
the  peril  arising  from  dismissing  a  few  thousand  ob- 
scure Albanians  justified  their  indiscriminate  mas- 
sacre, what  is  to  be  said  against  the  exile  of  him  who 
had  wrapped  the  world  in  flames?     Nothing  was 
easier  than  to  have  disarmed  the  captives  and  sent 
them  away ;  the  Vend^ans,  in  circumstances  infinitely 
more  perilous,  had  given  a  noble  instance  of  such  hu- 
manity, when  they  shaved  the  heads  of  eleven  thou- 
sand of  the  Republican  soldiers,  who  had  been  made 
prisoners,  and  gave  them  their  liberty.     Even  if  they 
had  all  taken  refuge  in  Acre,  it  would,  so  far  from 
strengthening,  have  weakened  the  defence  of  that  fort- 
ress ;  the  deed  of  mercy  would  have  opened  a  wider 
breach  than  the  Republican  batteries.     In  reality,  the 
iniquitous  act  was  as  short-sighted  as  it  was  atrociouB ; 
and,  sooner  or  later,  such  execrable  deeds,  even  in 
this  world,  work  out  their  own  punishment.     It  was 
despair  which  gave  such  resolution  to  the  defenders  of 
the  Turkish 'fortress.     Napoleon  has  said,  that  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  made  him  miss  his  destiny,  and  threw 
him  back  from  the  empire  of  the  East  to  a  solitary 
island  in  the  Atlantic ;  in  truth,  however,  it  was  not 
the  sword  of  his  enemies,  but  his  own  cruelty  which 
rendered  the  battlements  of  Acre  invincible  to  his 
arms.     If  the  fate  of  their  comrades  at  Jafia  had  not 
rendered  its  garrison  desperate,  all  the  bravery  of  that 
gallant  chevalier  would  have  been  exerted  in  vain ; 
and,  instead  of  perishing  by  a  lingering  death  on  tbe 
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rock  of  St  Helena,  the  mighty  conqueror  might  have    chap. 
left  to  bis  descendants  the  throne  of  Constantinople.'*     ^^^' 


After  this  hideous  massacre,  the  French  army    1799, 
woond  round  the  promontory  of  Mount  Carmel,  and,  xhe  French 
after  defeating  a  large  body  of  horse,  under  the  com-  ^^^^ 
mand  of  Abdallah  Pasha,  on  the  mountains  of  Nap-Bcnptionof 
loose,  appeared  before  Acre  on  the  16th  March,  trees. 
This  town,  so  celebrated  for  its  long  siege,  and  the 
heroic  exploits  of  which  it  was  the  witness  in  the 
holy  wars,  is  situated  on  a  peninsula,  which  enables 
the  besieged  to  unite  all  their  means  of  defence  on 
the  isthmus  which  connects  it  with  the  mainland.     A 
single  wall,  with  curtains  flanked  by  square  towers, 
and  a  wet  ditch,  constituted  its  sole  means  of  defence ; 
but  these,  in  the  hands  of  Ottoman  soldiers,  were  not 
to  be  despised.     The  Pasha  of  Syria,  with  all  his 
treasures,  arms,  and  artillery,  had  shut  himself  up  in 
that  stronghold,  determined  to  make  the  most  despe- 
rate resistance.     But  all  his  efforts  would  probably 
have  proved  unavailing,  had  it  not  been  for  the  des- 
peration inspired  by  the  previous  massacre  at  Jaffa,  *  Jom.  xi. 
and  the  courage  and  activity  of  an  English  officer,  u.  ibe,  107'. 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,-}-  who  at  that  period  commanded  J^^  ^^' 
the  squadron  in  the  bay  of  Acre.^  54, 55. 

*  Xapoleon,  and  all  his  eulogists,  admit  the  massacre,  but  assert  that 
it  was  justifiable,  because  the  garrison  was  partly  composed  of  those 
who  had  been  taken  at  El  Arish.  This  is  now  proved  to  be  false.  No 
part  of  the  garrison  at  £1  Arish  was  in  Jaffa,  but  it  was  conveyed  in 
the  rear  of  the  French  army. — See  Bourribnnb,  ii.  216,  and  Jomini,  z. 
403.— O'Mbara,  i.  329. 

t  Sidney  Smith  was  bom  in  1764,  so  that  he  was  five  years  older 
than  Niqwleon.  His  father,  Captain  Smith,  having  designed  him  for 
his  own  profession,  the  Navy,  entered  him  in  that  service  at  the  age  of 
thirteen ;  and  he  was  already  a  lieutenant,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  on 
board  the  Alcida  74.  He  was  made  commander  in  1782 ;  and,  besides 
fsereral  lesser  engagements,  was  engaged  in  the  glorious  victory  of 
Koduejr  on  12th  April.    After  the  peace  of  1783  he  was  so  wearied  of 
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CHAP.        This  celebrated  man,  who  had  been  wrecked  on  the 
^^^'    coast  of  France,  and  confined  in  the  Temide,  made 


17M.    ^^  escape  a  few  days  after  Napoleon  left  Paris  to  take 

tho  moiM»tOB7  of  pacific  life,  that  he  entered  the  Swediah  serriee,  when 
he  became  so  distiiigiiiBhed  in  the  wan  with  Russia,  that  he  received 
from  Gustayas  the  Grand  Crosa  of  the  otder  of  the  Sword,  and  was  made 
a  knight  on  his  retam  by  his  own  sorereign.  His  aidcat  spirit,  how- 
ever, could  not  brook  a  pacific  life ;  and  after  a  shcMi  ataj  ai  bome^ » 
all  Christendom  was  at  peace,  he  entered  the  Turkish  service,  where  he 
acquired  that  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Ottoman  character  sad 
mode  of  fighting,  which  he  tamed  to  such  good  account  in  the  siege  of 
Acre. 

His  heart,  however,  was  still  at  home ;  and,  on  the  breaking  out  of 
hostilities  between  France  and  England,  he  purchased  one  of  the  small- 
rigged  craft  of  the  Archipelago,  and  got  together  at  Smyrna  a  moUej 
crew  of  English  and  foreign  sailors,  with  which  he  repaired  to  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  then  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Toulon,  and  obtained  the  direction 
of  the  light  craft  entrusted  with  the  destruction  of  the  French  fleet  in 
the  harbour,  which  he  achieved  with  splendid  success,  and  which,  hat 
1  j^j^^  11^  for  the  blunders  of  the  Spanish  olficers  engaged  with  him  in  the  enter- 
587.  prise,  would  have  been  complete.^     This  brilliant  exploit  led  to  his 

being  appointed,  in  1794,  to  the  command  of  the  Diamond  frigate  of 
44  guns ;  and,  soon  after,  he  so  skilfully  conducted  a  duty  with  which  he 
was  entrusted,  of  reconnoitring  the  Brest  fleet  under  Villaret,  which 
was  putting  to  sea,  that  he  got  close  to  th^r  squadron,  and  passed  in 
the  Diamond  within  hail  of  one  of  their  seventy-fours  without  being 
discovered.  In  May  1794  he  aided  Sir  B.  Strachan  in  the  destracttoa 
of  a  convoy  of  transports ;  in  July  of  the  same  year  he  made  a  bold, 
though  unsuccessful  attempt,  on  two  French  ships  and  their  convoy  near 
La  Hogue ;  in  the  end  of  September  he  destroyed  a  corvette  on  the  eame 
station ;  and,  in  March  1796,  achieved  a  most  brilliant  exploit,  having 
with  his  single  frigate,  a  brig  and  lugger,  run  ashore,  under  a  battery,  i 
French  squadron,  consisting  of  a  corvette,  four  brigs,  two  sloops,  and  s 
lugger^  stormed  the  battery,  and  burnt  the  whole  enemy's  vessels,  with 
the  exception  of  one  lugger,  which  fought  bravely,  and  escaped. 

These  energetic  actions  rendered  Sir  Sidney  the  terror  of  the  French 
coast,  and  he  soon  experienced  the  effects  of  that  feeling  from  the  treat- 
ment which  he  experienced  from  his  enemies  on  a  reverse  of  fortune. 
Being  stationed  off  Havre-de-Graoe  in  April  1796,  he  captured  with  hi* 
boats  a  large  privateer ;  and  the  taken  vessel  was,  by  the  flowing  tide^ 
floated  into  the  mouth  of  the  Seine  above  the  forts.  In  endeavooiingto 
haul  their  prize  out  of  this  dangerous  situation,  the  British  boats  were  nid- 
denly  attacked  by  an  immensely  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  sod  Sir 
Sidney  and  eighteen  of  his  followers  were  made  prisoners,  the  Diamond 
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the  command  of  the  Egyptian  expedition.     After  a    chap. 
variety  of  adventures,  which  would  pass  for  fabulous    ^^^' 


if  tbey  had  not  occurred  in  real  life,  he  arrived  in    x790. 

being  unable,  firom  a  dead  calm,  to  render  any  asusiaace.  He  waa  im- 
mediately bronght  to  Paris  by  the  French  Qovemment,  who  affected  to 
treat  him  as  a  spy,  iuid  sent  him  to  the  Abbaye,  where  he  was  detained 
in  close  confinement  with  the  utmost  severity.  An  attempt  to  effect  his  * 
escape  by  the  aid  of  the  wife  of  an  emigrant  who  was  one  of  his  fellow- 
prisoners,  failed  in  consequence  of  the  plan  being  discovered  when  on 
the  eve  of  accomplishment,  and  he  was  detained  with  more  rigour  than 
erer.  He  sneoeeded  in  getting  off,  however,  by  means  of  fictitious  or- 
ders which  his  friends  procured,  purporting  to  order  his  transference 
from  the  Abbaye  to  the  Temple.  The  real  stamp  of  the  seal  of  the  mi- 
nister of  the  interior  had  been  obtained  by  means  of  a  bribe ;  and  with 
BQch  skill  was  the  stratagem  conducted  by  the  French  officers  who  were 
privy  to  it,  that  with  them  Sir  Sidney  succeeded  in  getting  clear  off  in 
company  with  M.  Philippeaux,  who  afterwards  accompanied  him  to 
Acre,  and  was  the  chief  engineer  in  defending  that  town  against  the 
assaults  of  Napoleon.  After  remaining  some  days  in  disguise  in  Rouen, 
be  succeeded  in  getting  over  along  with  Phillippeaux  to  London  in  May 
1798.  His  escape  from  the  far-'famed  prison  of  the  Temple  was  the 
snbject  of  uncommon  congratulation  in  England,  and  he  was  imme- 
diately  ^ipointed  to  the  command  of  the  Tiger  of  80  guns,  with  which 
be  was  despatched  to  the  coast  of  Syria,  to  aid  in  repelling  the  attack 
npon  that  province  which  was  immediately  expected  from  Napoleon, 
He  took  Philippeaux  with  him,  who  was  appointed  the  chief  engineer 
of  Acre ;  and  to  the  extraordinary  skill  and  undaunted  courage  of  these 
two  men,  the  defeat  of  Napoleon  at  Acre,  and  the  destruction  of  all  hia 
projects  of  Oriental  conquest,  is  beyond  all  doubt  to  be  ascribed.  Thus, 
the  fate  of  the  world  was  bound  up  in  the  escape  of  an  English  and 
French  officer  from  the  dungeons  of  the  Temple. 

After  his  splendid  achievements  at  Acre,  Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  some 
of  his  officers  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem ;  and  such  was  the  vene- 
ration in  which  he  was  held  by  the  Turks,  that  he  was  permitted  to  visit 
the  Holy  City  armed, — a  privilege  never  before  granted  to  any  of  tho 
Turks.  He  was  subsequently  engaged  in  the  descent  of  the  Turks, 
which  afterwards  terminated  in  such  disaster  at  Aboukir.  His  effective 
naval  co-operation  compelled  Kleber  to  accede  to  the  Convention  of  El 
Ariah ;  and,  by  the  vigour  of  his  arm,  he  sustained  the  defence  of  Gaeta 
in  1806  when  on  the  point  of  surrendering  to  the  French.  He  com- 
manded the  light  squadron  in  the  same  year  which  burned  the  French 
frigates  in  the  Dardanelles  at  the  time  of  Sir  John  Duckworth's  pas- 
Bsge ;  and  by  the  extraordinary  vigour  of  his  counsel,  and  activity  of  hia 
conduct,  he  succeeded  in  extricating  the  Portuguese  royal  family  from 
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CHAP.   England,  where  his  enterprise  and  talents  were  imme- 
^^^'    diately  put  in  requisition  for  the  command  of  the 


1799.    squadron  in  the  Archipelago.     Having  received  infer- 
Sir  Sidney  matiou  from  the  Pasha  of  Syria  that  Acre  was  to  be 
prep^-     attacked,  he  hastened  to  the  scene  of  danger,  and  ar- 
TfeJ^  ^*"  rived  there  just  two  days  before  the  appearance  of  the 
French  army,  with  the  Tiger  of  eighty-four,  and 
Theseus  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  some  smaller  vessels. 
This  precious  interval  was  actively  employed  by  him 
March  15,  iu  Strengthening  the  works,  and  making  preparations 
^^®®-        for  the  defence  of  the  place.     On  the  following  day, 
he  was  fortunate  enough  to  capture  the  whole  flotilla 
dispatched  from  Alexandria  with  the  heavy  artillery 
and  stores  for  the  siege  of  the  town,  a-s  it  was  creep- 
ing round  the  head-lands  of  Mount  Carmel ;  and  the 
guns,  forty-four  in  number,  were  immediately  mounted 
on  the  ramparts,  and  contributed,  in  the  most  import- 
ant manner  to  the  defence  of  the  place.     At  the  same 
time,  Colonel  Fhilippeaux,  a  French  officer  of  engi- 
neers, expatriated  from  his  country  by  the  Revela- 
tion, exerted  his  talents  in  repairing  and  arming  the 
fortifications ;  and  a  large  body  of  seamen  and  ma- 
1  jom.  xi    ^^^^t  headed  by  Sir  Sidney  himself,  were  landed  to 
406.  Dum.  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  the  works.     It  is  not  the 

ii  197  198  . 

Ann.  Reg. '  least  curious  fact  in  that  age  of  wonders,  that  Philip- 
]]^^'  peaux,  whose  talents  so  powerfully  contributed,  at  this 
i.  232.       crisis,  to  change  the  fate  of  Napoleon,^  had  been  his 

the  grasp  of  Janot  and  the  French  army  when  they  approached  Lisbon 
in  1808.  Altogether,  the  life  of  this  extraordinary  man,  both  by  sea  and 
by  shore,  with  Christians  and  with  Mnssulmans,  in' combating  kings  and 
emperors^  in  turning  aside  Napoleon  from  Asia,  and  fixing  the  fint 
European  royal  family  in  America,  was  so  extraordinary^  as  would  hsrs 
passed  for  romanco  in  any  other  age  of  the  world ;  and^  if  report  be  troe, 
he  found  that  favour  in  the  eyes  of  ladies  of  high  degree  which  was  the 
brightest  reward  of  the  knighU  of  chivahy.— See  Life  0/  Sir  S.  SmUih 
vol.  i.  I,  389,  and  Naval  Biography,  478, 493. 
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companion  at  the  Military  School  at  Brienne,  and  chap. 
passed  his  examinations  with  him,  previous  to  joining  ^^^' 
their  respective  regiments.  X799. 

The  irreparable  loss  sustained  by  the  capture  of  the 
flotilla,  reduced  the  battering  cannon  of  the  assailants  commeuce- 
to  four  bombs,  four  twelve,  and  eight  eight-pounders.  STi^. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  these  slender  means,  such 
was  the  activity  and  perseverance  of  the  French  en- 
gineers, that  the  works  of  the  besiegers  advanced  with 
great  expedition ;  a  sally  of  the  garrison  was  vigor- 
ously repulsed  on  the  26th,  and  a  mine  having  been 
run  under  one  of  the  principal  towers  which  had  been 
severely  battered,  the  explosion  took  place  two  days  March  ss. 
after,  and  a  practicable  breach  was  effected.     The 
grenadiers  instantly  advanced  to  the  assault,  and  run- 
ning rapidly  forward  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  coun- 
terscarp.    They  were  there  arrested  by  a  ditch,  fifteen 
feet  deep,  which  was  only  half  filled  up  with  the  ruins 
of  the  walL     Their  ardour,  however,  speedily  over- 
came this  obstacle;  they  descended  into  the  fossee, 
aud  mounting  the  breach,  effected  a  lodgment  in  the 
tower ;  but  the  impediment  of  the  counterscarp  ha- 
ving prevented  them  from  being  adequately  supported,  ^  Miot,  lea, 
the  Turks  returned  to  the  charge,  and,  after  a  despe-  ^i.  407!°"* 
rate  struggle,  succeeded  in  expelling  them  from  tha»t^^ 
part  of  the  ramparts,  and  driving  them  with  great  Ann.  Reg. 
slaughter  back  into  their  trenches.^  *  Th.  i  sse. 

This  repulse  convinced  the  French  that  they  had 

*  A  Btriking  instance  of  the  attachment  of  the  soldiers  to  Napoleon 
appeared  on  this  occasion.  In  the  trenchesi  a  bomb,  "with  the  fusee 
burning,  fell  at  his  feet ;  two  grenadiers  instantly  seized  him  in  their 
arms,  and  covering  him  with  their  bodies,  carried  him  out  of  danger. 
They  got  him  oat  of  the  reach  of  the  explosion  before  it  took  place,  and 
no  one  was  izgored. — Lab  Oases,  i.  235. 

VOL.  III.  M  m 
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CHAP,  to  deal  with  very  different  foes  from  those  whom  they 
v..  had  massacred  at  Jafib.     A  second  assaolt^  on  the  1st 


1799,    April,  having  met  with  no  better  success,  the  troops 
Desperate  wero  withdrawn  into  the  works,  and  the  general-in- 
the  bi^h!  chief  resolved  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  heavy  ar- 
The  otto-  tillery  from  Damietta.    Meanwhile  the  Ottomaxis  were 
yanoe  to     coUocting  all  their  forces  on  the  other  side  of  the  Jor- 
aJ)Jui*^*    dan,  to  raise  the  siege.     Napoleon  had  concluded  a 
sort  of  alliance  with  the  Druses,  a  bold  and  hardy 
race  of  Christian  mountaineers,  who  inhabit  the  heights 
of  Lebanon,  and  only  awaited  the  capture  of  Acre  to 
declare  openly  for  his  cause,  and  throw  off  the  yoke 
of  their  Mussulman  rulers.     The  Turks,  however,  on 
their  side,  had  not  been  idle.     By  vast  exertions,  they 
had  succeeded  in  rouang  the  Mahometan  population 
of  all  the  surrounding  provinces ;  the  remains  of  the 
Mamelukes  of  Ibrahim  Bey,  the  Janizaries  of  Aleppo 
and  of  Damascus,  joined  to  an  innumerable  horde  of 
irregular  cavalry,  formed  a  vast  army,  which  had  al- 
ready pushed  its  advanced  posts  beyond  the  Jordan, 
and  threatened  soon  to  envelope  the  besieging  force. 
The  French  troops  occupied  the  mountains  of  Nar 
plouse,  Cana  in  Galilee,  and  Nazareth ;  names  for  ever 
immortal  in  holy  writ,  at  which  the  devout  ardour  of 
the  Crusaders  burned  with  generous  enthusiasm,  but 
which  were  now  visited  by  the  descendants  of  a  Chris- 
tian people  without  either  interest  in,  or  knowledge 
1  Ut.  i.     of,  the  inestimable  benefits  which  were  there  conferred 
^^^'  upon  mankind.^ 

These  alarming  reports  induced  Napoleon  to  send 

The  Freneh  detachments  to  Tyre  and  Saffet,  and  reinforce  the 

mi^TSem.  t^oops  uuder  the  conunand  of  Junot  at  Nazareth. 

Their. arrival  was  not  premature;  for  the  advanced 

posts  of  the  enemy  had  already  crossed  the  Jordan, 
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at  the  bridge  of  Jacob,  and  were  pressing  in  vast   ghaf. 
multitudes  towards  the  mountain-ridge  which  sepa*    ^^^' 


rates  the  yalley  of  that  riyar  from  the  maritime  coast    1799. 
Eleber,  on  his  march  from  the  camp  at  Acre  to  join 
Junot,  encountered  a  body  of  four  thousand  horse  on 
the  heights  of  Loubi ;  but  they  were  defeated  and  ^^h  April. 
driven  beyond  the  Jordan  by. the  same  rolling  fire 
which  had  so  often  proved  fatal  to  the  Mamelukes  in 
Egypt.     On  the  day  following,  a  grand  sortie,  headed  ^^  ^pru* 
bj  English  officers,  and  mipported  by  some  marines 
from  the  fleet,  took  place  from  Acre,  and  obtained  at 
first  considerable  advantages ;  but  the  arrival  of  re^ 
inforeements  firom  the  camp  at  length  obliged  the  as-ii 
sailants  to  return  into  the  town.     Napoleon  now  saw. 
that  he  had  not  a  moment  to  lose  in  marching  to  at^ 
tack  the  dovd  of  enemies  which  were  collecting  in 
his  rear,  and  preventing  a  general  concentration  of  the 
hostile  forces  by  sea  and  land  against  the  camp  before 
Acre.     For  this  purpose  he  ordered  Kleber,  with  his 
division,  tp  join  Junot ;  Murat,  with  a  thousand  in- 
fantry, and  two  squadrons  of  horse,  was  stationed  at '  jom.  wi, 
the  bridge  of  Jacob,  and  he  himself  set  out  from  the  ^f  |i^' 
camp  before  Acre  with  the  division  of  General  Bon,  205.   Aiwa. 

Beg.  1709 

the  cavalry,  and  eight  pieces  of  cannon.^  30. '       ' 

Kleber  had  left  Nazareth  with  all  his  forces,  in 
order  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Turkish  camp ;  but  Battle  ot 
he  was  anticipated  by  the  en^ny,  who  advanced  to  ^^ 
meet  him  with  fifteen  thousand  cavalry,  and  as  many 
infantry,  as  far  as  the  village  of  Fouli.  Kleber  in- 
stantly drew  up  his  little  army  in  squares,  with  the 
utillery  at  the  angles,  and  the  formation  was  hardly 
^mpleted  when  the  immense  mass  came  thundering 
lown,  threatening  to  trample  their  handful  of  enemies 
inder  their  horses^  hoofs.  The  steady  aim  and  rolli- 
ng fire  of  the  French  veterans  brought  down  the  foc^ 
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CHAF.   most  of  the  assailants,  and  soon  formed  a  rampart  of 
'*    dead  bodies  of  men  and  horses ;  behiiul  which  they 


1799.  liraTely  maintained  the  unequal  combat  for  six  houn, 
until  at  length  Napoleon,  with  the  cavalry  and  fresh 
divisions,  arrived  on  the  heights  which  oyerlooked  the 
field  of  battle,  and  amidst  the  multitudes  with  which 
it  was  covered,  distinguished  his  men  by  the  r^ohr 
and  incessant  volleys  which  issued  from  their  ranks, 
forming  steady  flaming  spots  amidst  the  moving  throng 
with  which  they  were  surrounded.  He  instantly  Uxk 
his  resolution.  General  Letourcq  wpiS  dispatchedi 
with,  the  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  light  artillery, 
against  the  Mamelukes  who  were  in  reserve  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  of  Naplouse,  while  the  division 
of  Bon,  divided  into  two  squares,  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack of  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  multitude  who  were 
surrounding  Kleber^s  division ;  and  Napoleon,  with 
the  cannon  and  guides,  pressed  them  in  front.  A 
twelve-pounder  fired  from  the  heights,  announced  to 
the  wearied  band  of  heroes  the  joyful  intelligence  that 
1  inioe,  succour  was  at  hand  ;  the  columns  all  advanced  ra- 
m,  181.  pidly  to  the  attack,  while  Kleber,  resuming  the  offen- 
207i  Jom.  sive,  extended  his  ranks,  and  charged  the  mass  who 
**'      '   *had  so  long  oppressed  him  with  the  bayonet.^ 

The  immense  superiority  of  European  discipline  and 
Defeat  of  taetics  was  then  apparent ;  the  Turks,  attacked  in  so 
the  Turk*,  jj^^j  quarters  at  once,  and  exposed  to  a  concentric 
fire  from  all  the  squares,  were  unable  to  make  any 
resistance ;  no  measures,  either  to  wrest  the  enemy  or 
secure  a  retreat,  were  taken,  and  the  motley  throng, 
mowed  down  by  the  discharges  of  grape-shot,  fled  in 
confusion  behind  Mount  Thabor,  and  finding  the  bridge 
of  Jacob'  seized  by  Murat,  rushed  in  desperation,  io 
the  night,  through  the  Jordan,  where  great  numbers 
were  drowned^     General  Junot  commanded  one  of 
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these  squares  which  heroically  resisted  the  Ottomans,    chap. 
His  valour  and  steadiness  attracted  the  especial  notice    ^^^' 


of  Napoleon,  who  had  the  names  of  the  three  hundred    1799, 
men  of  which  it  was  composed  engraved  on  a  splendid 
shield,  which  he  presented  to  that  officer,  to  he  pre- 
served among  the  archives  of  his  family.     This  great 
victory,  gained  by  six  thousand  veterans  over  a  brave 
but  undisciplined  mass  of  thirty  thousand  Oriental 
militia,  completely  secured  the  flank  and  rear  of  Na- 
poleon^s  army.     The  defeat  had  been  complete ;  the 
Turkish  camp,  with  all  their  baggage  and  ammunition, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors ;  the  army  which 
the  people  of  the  country  called  ^^  innumerable  as  the 
sands  of  the  sea  or  the  stars  of  heaven,^^  had  dispersed, 
never  again  to  return.     Kleber  occupied  in  force  the  *  nnm.  u. 
bridge  of  Jacob,  the  forts  of  Saffet  and  Tabarieh ;  and,  mo^'e 
having  stationed  patrols  along  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  }^*  ^^ 
fixed  his  headquarters  at  the  village  of  Nazareth,  while  sss.  jom. 
Napoleon  returned,  with  the  remainder  of  the  army,  d'aVJI'xi. 
to  the  siege  of  Acre.^  ^'^^' 

The  French  cruisers  having  at  length  succeeded  in 
debarking  three  twenty-four  and  six  eighteen  pounders  Renewii  of 
at  Ja£b,  they  were  forthwith  brought  up  to  theA^e.****^ 
trenches,  and  a  heavy  fire  opened  upon  the  tower, 
which  had  been  the  object  of  such  vehement  contests. 
Mines  were  run  under  the  walls,  and  all  the  resources 
of  art  exhausted  to  effect  the  reduction  of  the  place, 
but  in  vain.  The  defence  under  Fhilippeaux  was  not 
less  determined  nor  less  skilful  than  the  attack ;  he 
erected  some  external  works  in  the  fosse,  to  take  the 
grenadiers  in  flank  as  they  advanced  to  the  assault ; 
the  mines  of  the  besiegers  were  countermined,  and 
constant  sorties  made  to  retard  their  approaches.  In 
the  course  of  these  desperate  contests,  both  Caffarelli, 
who  conunanded  the  en^neers  of  the  assailants,  and 
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CHAP.   FfailippeauXy  who  directed  the  operations  of  the  be- 
^^^'    seiged,  were  slain.     The  vigonr  and  resohition  of  the 


1799.  garrison  increased  with  eyerj  hour  the  siege  continued. 
6th  May.  Napoloon,  bj  a  desperate  effort,  for  a  time  succeeded 
in  effecting  a  lodgment  in  the  ruined  tower ;  but  his 
I  Jom.  zi.  inen  were  soon  driven  out  with  immense  loss,  and  the 
414,415.  Turks  regained  possession  of  all  their  fortifications. 
S12.  fh.  The  trenches  had  been  open  and  the  breach  practicable 
Miot,  190,  for  nearly  two  months,  but  no  sensible  prbgress  as  yet 
^^'         made  in  the  reduction  of  the  place/ 

At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  May,  a  few 
Detpentd  sails  Were  seen  from  the  towers  of  Acre,  on  the  furthest 
STtoww.  ^^^S^  ^^  *^®  horizon.     All  eyes  were  instantly  turned 
in  that  direction,  and  the  besiegers  and  besieged  equallj 
flattered  themselves  that  succour  was  at  hand.     The 
English  cruisers  in  the  bay  hastily,  and  in  doubt,  stood 
out  to  reconnoitre  this  unknown  fleet ;  but  the  hearts 
of  the  French  sank  within  them  when  they  beheld  the 
two  squadrons  unite,  and  the  Ottoman  crescent,  joined 
to  the  English  pendant,  approached  the  road  of  Acre. 
Soon  after  a  fleet  of  thirty  sail  entered  the  bay,  vith 
seven  thousand  men,  and  abundance  of  artillery  and 
ammunition,   from   Rhodes.     Napoleon,   calculating 
that  this  reinforcement  could  not  be  disembarked  for 
at  least  six  hours,  resolved  to  anticipate  its  arrival  bj 
an  assault  during  the  night.     For  this  the  division  of 
Bon,  at  ten  at  night,  drove  the  enemy  from  their  ex- 
terior works.     The  artillery  took  advantage  of  that 
circumstance  to  approach  to  the  counterscarp,  and 
batter  the  curtain.     At  day-break,  another  breach  in 
the  rampart  was  declared  practicable,  and  an  assault 
ordered.     The  division  of  Lannes  renewed  the  attack 
on  the  tower,  while  General  Rambaud  led  the  column 
to  the  new  breach.     The  grenadiers,  advancing  with 
the  most  heroic  intrepidity,  made  their  way  to  tbe 
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summit  of  the  rampart,  and  the  morning  smi  displayed   chap. 
the  tricolor  flag  on  the  outer  angle  of  the  tower.   The    ^^^' 


fire  of  the  place  was  now  sensibly  slackened,  while    1799. 
the  besiegers,  redoubling  their  boldness,  were  seen  in- 
trenching themselves  in  the  lodgments  they  had  formed 
with  sand-bags  and  dead  bodies,  the  points  of  their 
bayonets  only  appearing  above  the  bloody  parapet. 
The  troops  in  the  roads  were  embarked  in  the  boats, 
wd  were  pulling  as  hard  as  they  could  across  the  bay ; '  Jom.  zi. 
but  several  hours  must  still  elapse  before  they  coiUd  a,  913. 
arrive  at  the  menaced  point.^  J*^**  ^^' 

In  this  extremity  Sir  Sidney  Smith  landed  the 
crews  of  the  ships,  and  led  them,  armed  with  pikes,  sir  Sidney 
to  the  breach.  The  sight  reanimated  the  courage  of  ^^^^^ 
the  besieged,  who  were  beginning  to  quail  under  the  ^^^ 
prospect  of  instant  death,  and  they  mounted  the  long- 
disputed  tower,  amidst  loud  shouts  from  the  brave  men 
who  still  defended  its  ruins.  Immediately  a  furious 
contest  ensued ;  the  besieged  hurled  down  large  stones 
on  the  assailants,  who  fired  at  them  within  half  pistol- 
shot,  the  muzzles  of  the  muskets  touched  each  otber> 
and  the  spear-heads  of  the  standards  were  locked  to- 
gether. At  length  the  desperate  daring  of  the  French 
yielded  to  the  unconquerable  firmness  of  the .  British 
and  the  heroic  valour  of  the  Mussulmans ;  the  grena- 
diers were  driven  from  the  tower,  and  a  body  of  Turks, 
issuing  from  the  gates,  attacked  them  in  flank  while 
they  crossed  the  ditch,  and  drove  them  back  with  great 
loss  to  the  trenches.  But  while  this  success  was  gained 
in  one  quarter,  ruin  was  impending  in  another.  The 
division  headed  by  Rambaud  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  summit  of  the  rampart ;  and  leaping  down  into 
the  tower,  attained  the  very  garden  of  the  Fasha^s 
seragUo.  Every  thing  seemed  lost ;  but  at  the  criti- 
cal moment  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  at  the  head  of  a  regi- 
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CHAP,   ment  of  Janizaries,  disciplined  in  the  European  me- 
thod,  rushed  to  the  spot.     The  progress  of  the  a&- 


1799.  sB>ilants  was  stopped  by  a  tremendous  fire  from  the 
house-tops  and  the  baxricades  which  surrounded  the 
seragUo ;  and  at  length  the  French,  who  had  pene- 

*  Jom.  xi.  trated  so  far,  were  cut  off  from  the  breach  by  which 
Dam.!!.'  they  had  entered,  and  driven  into  a  neighbouring 
Tif'^f  ^.  niosque,  where  they  owed  their  lives  to  the  humane 
Ann.  Reg.  intcrcessiou  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith.  In  this  bloody  af- 
Miot!  197,  fair  the  loss  of  lives  was  very  great  on  both  sides : 
^^'         Bambaud  was  killed,  and  Lannes  severely  wounded.^ 

Notwithstanding  this  disaster,  Napoleon  was  not 
LMt  lasaiiit  yet  sufficiently  subdued  by  misfortune  to  OTd&c  a  re- 
Fmch.  treat.  ^^  The  fate  of  the  East,^'  said  he,  ^'  is  in  yonder 
fort;  the  fall  of  Acre  is  the  object  of  my  expedition; 
Damascus  will  be  its  first  fruit.'^  Although  the  troops 
in  the  fleet  were  now  landed,  and  the  force  in  the  place 
greatly  increased,  he  resolved  to  make  a  last  effort 
with  the  division  of  Kleber,  which  had  been  recalled 
in  haste  from  its  advanced  post  on  the  Jordan.  Early 
on  the  10th  May,  he  advanced  in  person  to  the  foot 
of  the  breach,  and,  seeing  that  it  was  greatly  enlarged 
by  the  fire  of  the  preceding  days,  a  new  assault  was 
ordered.  The  summit  of  the  breach  was  again  at^ 
tained;  but  the  troops  were  there  arrested  by  the 
murderous  fire  which  issued  from  the  barricades,  and  in- 
trenchments,  with  which  the  garrison  had  strengthened 
the  interior  of  the  tower.  In  the  evening  the  division 
of  Kleber  arrived,  and,  proud  of  its  triiunph  at  Mount 
Thabor,  eagerly  demanded  to  be  led  to  the  assault 
^^  If  St  Jean  d^  Acre  is  not  taken  this  evening,^'  said 

*  Miot,  one  of  the  colonels,  as  he  was  marchimr  at  the  head 
Dui.  ii.'  of  his  regiment  to  the  assault,  "  be  assured  Venoux 
Ann.  Rflg.  ^®  slaiu."  Hc  kept  his  word ;  the  fortress  held  out ; 
1700, 38.    but  he  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  walls.* 
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A  little  brfore  sunset,  a  dark  massy  column  issued   chap. 

Y  Y  V 

from  the  trenches,  and  advanced  with  a  firm  and ' 


solemn  step  to  the  breach.     The  assailants  were  per-    1799. 
mitted  to  ascend  unmolested  to  the  summit,  and  de-  Napoleon 
scend  into  the  garden  of  the  Fasha ;  but  no  sooner  had  [!^t^^|^ 
they  reached  that  point,  than  they  were  assailed  with 
irresistible  fury  by  a  body  of  Janizaries,  who,  with 
the  sabre  in  one  hand,  and  the  dagger  in  the  other, 
speedily  reduced  the  whole  colunm  to  headless  trunks. 
In  vain  other  colunms,  and  even  the  Guides  of  Na-* 
poleon,  his  last  reserve,  advanced  to  the  attack ;  they 
were  all  repulsed  with  dreadful  loss.   Among  the  killed 
in  this  last  encounter  was  General  Bon,  and  the  woimd- 
ed.  Crosier,  aide-de-camp  of  the  general-in-chief,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  his  staff.    On  this  occasion,  as  in 
the  assault  on  Roudschouk  by  the  Russians,  in  1808, 
it  was  proved  that,  in  a  personal  struggle,  the  bayonet 
of  the  European  is  no  match  foi*  the  Turkish  scimitar. 
Success  being  now  hopeless,  preparations  were  made  for 
a  retreat,  after  sixty  days  of  open  trenches ;  a  procla- 
mation was  issued  to  the  troops,  announcing  that  their 
return  was  required  to  withstand  a  descent  which  was 
threatened  from  the  island  of  Rhodes,  and  the  fire 
from  the  trenches  kept  up  with  such  vigour  to  the  last 
moment,  that  the  Turks  were  not  aware  of  the  prepa-  >  Dnm.  iu 
rations  made  for  a  retreat.     Meanwhile,  the  baggage,  jom.^i!* 
sick^  and  field-artillery  were  silently  defiUng  to  the^i^.   Th. 
rear,  the  heavy  cannon  were  buried  in  the  sand,  and,  Miot,  199, 
on  the  20th  May,  Napoleon,  for  the  first  time  in  his  ^  ^f^ 
life,  ordered  a  retreat.^  33. 

No  event,  down  to  the  retreat  from  Moscow,  so 
deeply  affected  Napoleon  as  the  repulse  at  Acre.     It  vaat  de. 
had  cost  him  three  thousand  of  his  bravest  troops,  ti^d^Mt 
slain  or  dead  of  their  wounds ;  a  still  greater  number  <^^n»*«*«*» 
were  irrecoverably  mutilated,  or  had  in  them  the  seeds 
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CHAP,  of  the  plague,  contracted  during  the  stay  at  Jaffii ;  and 
^^^'    the  illusion  of  his  invincihility  was  dispelled.     But 


1799.    these  disasters,  great  as  they  were  to  an  army  situatedas 
his  was,  were  not  the  real  cause  of  his  chagrin.    It  was 
the  destruction  of  his  dreams  of  Oriental  conquest  which 
cut  him  to  the  heart.     Standing  on  the  mount  whicli 
still  bears  the  name  of  Richard  Coeur-de-Lion^  on  the 
evening  of  the  fatal  assault,  when  Lannes  was  wounded, 
he  said  to  his  secretary  Bourrienne :  ^^  Yes,  Bourrienne, 
that  miserable  fort  has  indeed  cost  me  dear ;  but  matters 
have  gone  too  far  not  to  make  a  last  effort.     If  I  suc- 
ceed, as  I  trust  I  shall,  I  shall  find  in  the  town  all  the 
treasures  of  the  Pasha,  and  arms  for  three  hundred 
thousand  men.     I  shall  raise  and  arm  all  Syria,  which 
at  this  moment  unanimously  prays  for  the  success  of 
the  assault.     I  will  march  on  Damascus  and  Aleppo ; 
I  will  swell  my  army  as  I  advance  with  the  discon- 
tented in  every  country  through  which  I  pass ;  I  will 
announce  to  the  people  the  breaking  of  their  chains, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  tyranny  of  the  Pashas.    Do 
you  not  see  that  the  Druses  wait  only  for  the  fall  of 
Acre  to  declare  themselves  ?    Have  I  not  been  already 
offered  the  keys  of  Damascus  ?     I  have  only  lingered 
under  these  walls  because  at  present  I  could  derive  no 
advantage  from  that  great  town.     Acre  taken,  I  will 
secure  Egypt ;  on  the  side  of  Egypt  cut  off  all  succour 
from  the  Beys,  and  proclaim  Desaix  generaUin-chief 
of  that  country.'    I  will  arrive  at  Constantinople  with 
armed  masses ;  overturn  the  empire  of  the  Turks,  and 
establish  a  new  one  in  the  East,  which  will  fix  my 
place  with  posterity ;  and  perhaps  I  may  return  to 
>  Bonr.  ii.  Paris  by  Adrianople  and  Vienna,  after  having  anni- 
hilated the  House  of  Austria."  * 

Boundless  as  these  anticipations  %vere,  they  were 
not  the  result  merely  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment, 
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Imt  were  deliberately  repeated  by  Napoleon,  after  tbe   chap. 


XXV. 


kpse  of  twenty  years,  on  the  rock  of  St  Helena.   "St 
Jean  d'Acre  once  taken,'*  said  he,  "  the  French  army    1799. 
Would  have  flown  to  Aleppo  and  Damascus ;  in  the  hu  adhe- 
twinkling  of  an    eye  it   would  have  been  on  the^^*j^^' 
Euphrates ;  the  Christians  of  Syria,  the  Druses,  the  through 
Christians  of  Arminia  would  have  joined  it ;  the  whole 
population  of  the  East  would  have  been  agitated.*' 
Some  one  said,  he  would  soon  have  been  reinforced  by 
a  hundred  thousand  men  ;  "  Say  rather  six  hundred 
thousand,"    replied  Napoleon;   "who  can  calculate 
what  would'  have  happened  ?      I  would  have  reached 
Constantinople  and  the  Indies ;  I  would  have  changed 
the  face  of  the  world."     Splendid  as  his  situation  af- 
terwards was,  he  never  ceased  to  regret  the  throne  *  Lu  Cm. 
which  he  relinquished  when  he  retired  from  Acre,  and^^'  ^' 
repeatedly  said  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  "That  nifl*^ ^g ^geo^' 
inade  me  miss  my  destiny."* 

Napoleon,  who  had  been  hitherto  accustomed  to  an 
umnterrupted  career  of  victory,  achieved  frequently  Napoieon'i 
«*  m«L*raWe  m«™-,  did  no.  .vi.ce  tl«  ^tieni  S^^ 
requisite  for  success  in  this  siege ;  he  began  it  with  too  rainng  the 
slender  resources,  and  wasted  the  lives  of  his  brave 
soldiers  in  assaults,  which,  against  Turkish  and  Eng* 
lish  troops,  were  little  better  than  hopeless.     Kleber, 
whose  disposition  was  entirely   different,    and  who 
shared  in  none  of  the  ardour  which  led  him  to  over- 
look or  undervalue  these  obstacles,  from  the  beginning 
predicted  that  the  siege  would  fail,  and  loudly  ex*-    ' 
pressed,  during  its  progress,  his  disapprobation  of  the 
slovenly,  insufficient  manner  in  which  the  works  of  the 
siege  were  advanced,  and  the  dreadful  butchery  to 
which  the  soldiers  were  exposed  in  so  many  hopeless 
assaults.     Though  grievously  mortified  by  this  fail-* 
ure,  the  French  general  evinced  no  small  dexterity  in 
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CHAP,  the  art  with  which,  in  his  procIamAtion  to  hie  troops, 
^^^'  he  veiled  hia  defeat ; — "  Soldiers  !  You  have  trar 
1799,  versed  the  desert  which  separates  Asia  and  Africa 
with  the  rapidity  of  the  Arah  horse.  The  army  which 
was  advancing  to  iavade  Egypt  is  destroyed  ;  you  have 
made  prisoner  its  general,  its  borage,  its  camels; 
yon  have  captured  all  the  forts  which  guard  the  wells 
of  the  desert ;  you  have  dispersed  on  the  field  of  Mount 
Thabor  the  ionumerable  host  which  assembled  from 
all  parts  of  Asia  to  share  in  the  pillage  of  Egypt 
Finally,  after  having,  with  a  handful  of  men,  nuun- 
tained  the  war  for  three  months  in  the  heart  of  Syria, 
taken  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  fifty  standards,  and  six 
thousand  prisoners,  razed  the  fortifications  of  Gaza, 
Jaffa,  Caffa,  and  Acre,  we  are  about  to  re-enter  Egypt ; 
the  season  of  debarkation  commands  it.  Tet  a  few 
days,  and  you  would  have  taken  the  Fasha  in  the 
midst  of  his  palace  ;  but  at  iius  moment  such  a  prize 
is  not  worth  a  few  days'  combat ;  the  brave  men  who 
would  have  perished  in  it  are  essential  for  further  ope- 
rations. Soldiers!  we  have  dangers  and  fatigues  to 
encounter ;  after  having  disabled  the  forces  of  the 
East,  for  the  remainder  of  the  campaign  we  shall 
i]i,o^so4,  perhaps  have  to  repel  the  attacks  of  a  part  of  the 

««■  'WCBt.'" 

The  army  occupied  two  days  in  the  retreat  to  Ja&, 
i>iMBtraM  Biid  remained  there  destroying  the  fortifications  for 
^j""^^  three  more.  The  field-artillery  was  embarked,  in 
to  BgjiA.  oidei  to  avoid  the  painful  passage  over  the  desert,  bat 
it  all  fell  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  who 
folioved  the  movements  of  the  army,  and  harassed 
them  incessantly  with  the  light  vessels  of  hia  squa- 
dron. All  the  horrors  of  war  were  accumulated  on 
the  troops  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  unhappy  villages 
which  lay  on  the  line  of  the  retreat.     A  devouring 
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thirst,  total  ivant  of  water,  a  fatiguing  march  through    chap. 
burning  sands,  reduced  the  soldiers  to  despair,  and    ^^^' 
shook  the  firmness  even  of  the  bravest  officers.     The    1799^ 
seeds  of  the  plague  were  in  the  army,  and  independ- 
ently of  the  number  who  were  actually  the  victims  of 
that  dreadful  malady,  the  sick  and  wounded  suffered 
under  the  unbounded  apprehensions  of  all  who  ap- 
proached them.     The  dying,  laid  down  by  the  side  of 
the  road,  exclaimed  with  a  faltering  voice,  *^  I  am  not 
sick  of  the  plague,  but  only  wounded ;''  and  to  prove 
the  truth,  of  what  they  said,  tore  their  bandages  asun- 
der, and  let  their  wounds  bleed  afresh.     The  heavens 
were  darkened  during  the  day  by  the  clouds  which 
rose  from  the  burning  villages ;  the  march  of  the  co- 
lumns was  at  night  illuminated  by  the  flames  which 
followed  their  steps.     On  their  right  was  the  sea,  on 
their  left  and  rear  the  wilderness  they  had  made ;  be- 
fore them  the  desert  with  all  its  horrors.     In  the  ge- 
neral suffering.  Napoleon  set  the  example  of  disinte- 1  ^^^  |{ 
rested  self-denial ;  abandoning  his  horse,  and  that  of  all  |^^*  ^^» 
his  equipage,  for  the  use  of  the  sick,  he  marched  himself  Miot,  sis. 
at  the  head  of  the  troops  on  foot,  inspiring  all  around  ^"^ '  s'«t. 
him  with  cheerfulness  and  resolution.^  *•  i^- 

At  Jaffa  he  visited  himself  the  plague  hospital,  invit- 
ing those  who  had  sufficient  strength  to  rise  to  raise  PoisoniDg 
themselves  on  their  beds,  and  endeavour  to  get  into  the  j^  u 
litters  prepared  for  their  use.     He  walked  through  the  JJf ,^"**** 
rooms,  affected  a  careless  air,  striking  his  boot  with  his 
riding  whip,  in  order  to  remove  the  apprehensions  which 
had  seized  all  the  soldiers  in  regard  to  the  contagious 
nature  of  the  malady.  Those  who  could  not  be  removed, 
were  poisoned  by  orders  of  the  general ;  their  numbers 
did  not  exceed  four  hundred ;  and,  as  the  Turks  were 
within  an  bourns  march  of  the  place,  their  recovery 
hopeless,  and  a  cruel  death  awaited  them  at  the  hands 
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€HAP.   of  those  barbarians  the  moment  they  arrived,  the  pain- 
^^^*    ful  act  may  perhaps  be  justified,  not  only  on  the 


1799.    ground  of  necessity  but  of  humanity.^     Napoleon  did 
not  expressly  admit  the  fact  at  St  Helena ;  but  he  rea- 
soned in  such  a  manner  a^  plainly  implied  that  it  was 
true.     He  argued,  and  argued  justly,  that,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  he  was  placed,  it  could  not  be 
considered  as  a  crime.    *^  What  man,''  said  he,  ^*  would 
not  have  preferred  inmiediate  death  to  the  horror  of 
being  ezpoeed  to  holering  tortures  on  the  part  of  these 
barbarians  ?     If  my  own  son,  whom  I  love  as  well  as 
any  man  can  love  his  child,  were  in  such  a  situation, 
my  advice  would  be,  that  he  should  be  treated  in  the 
same  manner ;  and  if  I  were  so  myself,  I  would  im- 
'  Add.  Reg.  ploro  that  the  same  should  be  done  to  me."     While 
1799. 33,    history,  however,  must  acquit  Napoleon  of  decided 
cas.  i.  314,  criminality  in  this  matter,  the  more  especially  as  the 
^ur.  ii.   '  Turks  murdered  all  the  prisoners  and  side  who  fell 
c^MMva,'    ^^^  their  hands,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  (tf 
i.  339, 363.  the  British  officers,  it  must  record  with  admiration 
Sir  R.  wii-  the  answer  of  the  French  chief  of  the  medical  staff 
^g'^J,*'^  when  the  proposal  was  made  by  Napoleon  to  him, 
393.   Say.  ^^  My  vocatiou  is  to  prolong  life,  and  not  to  extinguish 

i.  105.         .^  „  1 

After  a  painful  march  over  the  desert,  in  the  course 
Anny  n-   ^f  which  numbers  of  the  sick  and  wounded  perished 
^^      from  heat  and  suffering,  the  army  reached  £1-Arish 
on  the  1st  June,  and  at  length  exchanged  the  priva- 
tions and  thirst  of  the  desert  for  the  riches  and  oom- 

*  Sir  Robert  Wilson  states  the  number  of  those  poisoned  at  5M; 

Miot  says  merely,  **  If  we  are  to  trust  the  reports  of  the  army  and  the 
general  rumour,  which  is  often  the  organ  of  tardy  truth,  which  power 
seeks  in  vain  to  suppress,  some  of  the  wounded  at  Mount  Carmel,  snd 
a  large  part  of  the  rick  in  the  ho^tal  of  /afa,  died  of  what  was  admlnii* 
tared  to  them  in  the  form  of  medicine." — See  Wilson,  176;  Miot,806. 
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forts  of  Egypt.    During  this  march  the  thermometer   chap. 
rose  to  33**  of  Reaumur,  and  when  the  globe  of  mer-        ^* 
cory  was  plunged  in  the  sand,  it  stood  at  45"^,  corres-    2799. 
ponding  to  92^  and  113°  of  Fahrenheit.     The  water 
to  be  met  with  in  the  desert  was  so  salt,  that  nombws 
of  horses  expired  shortly  after  drinking  it ;  and,  not- 
withstanding their  frequent  experience  of  the  illusion, 
such  was  the  deceitful  appearance  of  the  mirage,  which 
constantly  presented  itself,  that  the  men  frequently 
rushed  to  the  glassy  streams  and  lakes  which  vanished 
on  their  approach  into  air.     It  is  a  curious  fact,  illus- 
tratiye  of  the  inconceiyable  effect  of  such  seaso  n  of 
horror  on  the  human  mind,  that  while  the  soldiers 
who  were  ill  of  the  plague  expressed  the  utmost  hor- 
ror at  b^ng  left  behind,  and  rose  with  difficulty  from 
the  bed  of  death  to  stagger  a  few  steps  after  their  de- 
parting comrades,  their  fate  excited  little  or  no  com- 
miseration in  the  more  fortunate  soldiers  who  had 
escaped  the  pestilence.     '^  Who  would  not  have  sup- 
posed,^^  says  Miot,  ^  that  in  such  an  extremity,  the 
comrades  of  the  unhappy  sufferers  would  have  done 
all  they  could  te  succour  or  relieve  them  ?     So  far 
from  it,  they  were  the  objects  only  of  horror  and  de- 
rision.    The  soldiers  avoided  the  sick  as  the  pestilence 
with  which  they  were  afflicted,  and  burst  into  immo- 
derate fits  of  laughter  at  the  convulsive  efforts  which 
they  made  to  rise.     ^  He  has  made  up  his  accounts,' 
said  one ;  ^  He  will  not  get  on  far,'  said  another ;  and 
when  the  poor  wreteh  fell,  for  the  last  time,  they  ex- 
claimed, '  His  lodging  is  secured.'     The  terrible  truth 
must  be  told ;  in  such  a  crisis,  indifference  and  egotism 
are  the  ruling  sentiments  of  the  army ;  and  if  you  would  %  ^^^^  jj^ 
be  well  with  your  comrades  you  must  never  need  their  ^-   say. 
assistance,  and  remain  in  good  health.''^     The  sameiuot.  9so. 
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CHAP,   facts  were  most  conspicuous  duriug  the  Russian  retreat^ 
^  and  in  the  Spanish  war. 


1799.        Though  EgTpt  in  general  preserved  its  tranquillity 
Contests    during  the  absence  of  Napoleon,  disturbances  of  a 
d^Ji^N&-  threatening  character  had  taken  place  in  the  Delta. 
poieon's  Bb-  A  chicf  in  Lower  Egypt,  who  had  contrived  to  asaem- 
armj.        blo  together  a  number  of  Mamelukes  and  discontented 
characters,  gave  himself  out  for  the  angel  El-Mody, 
and  put  to  the  sword  the  garrison  of  Damauhour; 
May  10.     And  it  was  not  till  two  different  divisions  had  been  seat 
against  him  that  the  insurrection  was  suppressed,  and 
its  leader  killed.    Meanwhile  Desaix,  pursuing  with 
May  20.     indefatigable  activity  his  gallant  opponent,  had  fol- 
lowed the  course  of  the  Nile  as  far  as  Sleim,  the  ex* 
treme  limit  of  the  Roman  empire,  where  he  learned 
that  Mourad  Bey  had  ascended  beyond  the  cataracts, 
and  retired  altogether  into  Nubia.     A  bloody  skirnuBh 
afterwards  took  place  near  Thebes,  between  a  body  of 
French  cavalry  aiid  a  party  of  Mamelukes ;  and  Ma- 
hommed-Elfi,  one  of  the  most  enterprising  of  their 
officers,  sustained  so  severe  a  defeat  at  Souhama,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Nile,  that  out  of  twelve  hundred 
horse,  only  a  hundred  and  fifty  escaped  into  the  Great 
Oasis  in  the  desert.     This  success  was  counterbalanced 
'  Jom.  xi.  by  the  destruction  of  the  flotilla  on  the  Nile,  contain- 
428.'  *^im  ^"S  ^^  wounded  and  ammunition  of  Desaix^s  division, 
ii.  225, 227.  and  which,  when  on  the  point  of  being  taken  by  the 
sav.  i.'  96. '  Arabs,  was  blown  up  by  the  officer  commanding  it.^ 
At  length  Davoust  gave  a  final  blow  to  the  incursions 
of  the  Arabs  by  the  defeat  of  a  large  body  at  Beny- 
hady,  when  above  two  thousand  men  were  slain.    After 
this  disaster,  Upper  Egypt  was  thoroughly  subdued, 
and  the  French  division  took  up  its  cantonments  in 
the  villages  which  formed  the  southern  limits  of  the 
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Roman  empire.     Such  was  the  wisdom  and  equity    chap. 
of  Desaix^s  administration  in  those  distant  provinces, [_ 


that  it  procured  fof  him  the  appellation  of  ^*  Sultaun    1799. 
the  Just."* 

Napoleon^  ever  anxious  to  conceal  his  reverses^* 
made  a  sort  of  triumphal  entry  upon  his  return  into  gtmi  dii- 
Cairo,  and  puhllshed  a  deceitful  proclamation^  in  which  2e  ^y!" 
he  boasted  of  having  conquered  in  all  his  engagements,- 
and  ruined  the  fortifications  of  the  Pasha  of  Acre^ 
la  truth,  though  he  had  failed  in  the  principal  object 
of  his  expedition^  he  had  effectually  prevented  an  in- 
vasion from  the  side  of  Sytia  by  the  terror  which  his 
arms  had  inspired,  and  the  desolation  which  he  had 
occasioned  on  the  frontiers  of  the  desert ;  and  he  had 
abundant  reason  to  pride  himself  upon  the  vast  achieve 
ments  of  the  inconsiderable  body  of  men  whom  he  led 
to  these  hazardous  exploits^  Notwithstanding  these 
advantages^  however,  the  discontents  of  the  army  in- 
creased to  the  highest  degree  after  the  disastrous  issue 
of  the  Syrian  expedition.     They  did  not  arise  from 

*  Perhaps  the  private  correspondence  of  few  conquerors  would  betfr 
the  light ;  but  unhappily  the  confidential  letters  and  ordex^  of  Napoleon 
St  this  period,  bear  eridence  of  too  much  and  unnecessary  cruelty.  On 
the  28th  June  1799,  he  wrote  to  General  Dcfgua : — "  'i'ou  will  catfse 
to  be  shoty  citiaen-general  Joseph,  a  native  of  Cherkene,  near  the  Black 
Sea,  and  Selim,  a  native  of  Constantinople^  both  prisoners  in  the  cita- 
del/' On  the  12th  July :  **  Ton  will  cause  to  be  shot,  Hassan,  Jousset 
Ibrahim,  Saleh,  Mahomet  Bekir,  Hadj  Saleh,  Mustapha  Mahomet,  aU 
Mamelukes."  And  on  I3th  July :  *'  Ton  will  cause  to  be  shot,  Lachin 
and  Emir  Mahomet,  Mamelttkes.'''  What  crimes  these  persons  had 
been  giiilty  of  towards  the  French  army  does  not  appear ;  but  from  the 
circumstance  of  their  execution  being  intrusted  to  the  French  oiBcers, 
and  not  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the  country,  there  seems  no  reason  to 
believe  that  they  had  done  any  thing  further  than  taken  a  share  in  the 
effort  to  liberate  their  Country  from  the  yoke  of  the  French ;  an  attempt 
which,  however  much  it  might  authorize  measures  of  hostility  in  the 
field,  could  never  justify  executions  in  prison,  without  trial,  in  cold 
blood.— Corrvip.  Confd,  de  Nap.  ti.  374,  392, 394. 

VOL.  III.  N  n 
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CHAP,    apprehensions  of  danger,  but  the  desire  to  return  home, 
•^^^'    which  tormented  their  minds  the  further  that  it  seemed 
1799.    r^iiaoved  from  the  bounds  of  probability.     Every  day 
some  generals  or  officers  demanded,  under  various  pre- 
texts, leave  of  absence  to  return  to  Europe,  which  was 
always  granted,  though  with  such  cutting  expressions 
as  rendered  the  concession  the  object  of  dread  to  every 
honourable  mind.     Berthier  himself,  consumed  by  a 
romantic  passion  for  a  lady  at  Paris,  twice  solicited 
and  obtained  his  dismissal,  and  twice  relinquished  the 
project,  from  a  sense  of  honourable  shame  at  abandon- 
ing his  benefactor.     With  Kleber  the  general-4n-chief 
had  several  warm  altercations,  and  to  sucb  a  height 
did  the  dissatisfaction  arise,  that  the  whole  army,  sol- 
diers and  officers,  for  a  time  entertained  tbe  design  of 
1  Th.  z.     marching  from  Cairo  to  Alexandria,  to  await  the  first 
n^'  ^66  ^PP^rt^^i*y  ^f  returning  home ;  a  project  which  the 
867,  S08, '  great  personal  ascendant  of  Napoleon  alone  prevented 
them  from  carrying  into  effect.^* 

*  It  deserves  notice,  as  an  indication  of  the  total  disregaid  of  N^io- 
leon  and  the  French  army  for  the  Christian  religion,  that  all  his  pio* 
clamations  and  addresses  to  the  powers  or  people  of  Egypt,  or  the  Esst, 
at  this  period,  set  out  with  the  words :  "  In  the  name  of  the  merciful 
God ;  there  is  but  one  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet." — See  LeU^t 
to  Sultan  Darfour,  30th  June  1799,  and  17th  July  1799  ;  to  the  Sckmj 
of  Mecca,  30th  June  1799;  Proclamation  to  the  People  of  Egypt,  \1ih 
July  1799  ;  and  to  the  Sultans  of  Morocco  and  Tripoli,  l€th  August 
1799.— See  Correep.  Confid.  de  Nap,  tL  377, 391,  402,  436.  '<  After  all," 
said  he,  at  St  Helena,  "  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  that  circumstances 
might  have  induced  me  to  embrace  Islamism;  but  I  would  not  have  done 
so  till  I  came  to  the  Euphrates.  Henry  IV.  said  truly,  Paris  is  worth 
a  mass.  Do  you  think  the  empire  of  the  East,  possibly  the  subjugation 
of  all  Asia,  was  not  worth  a  turban  and  trousers ;  for  after  all  the  mat- 
ter comes  to  that  1  The  army  would  undoubtedly  have  joined  in  it,  and 
would  only  have  made  a  joke  of  its  conversion.  Consider  the  conse- 
quences ;  I  would  have  taken  Europe  in  rear ;  its  old  institutions  woold 
have  been  beset  on  all  sides ;  and  who,  after  that,  would  have  thought 
of  interrupting  the  destinies  of  France,  or  the  regeneration  of  the  age  T 
— Las  Cases,  iii.  91.  -  ' 
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Influenced  by  an  ardent  desire  to  visit  the  inde-   chap. 
stmctible  monuments  of  ancient  grandeur  at  Thebes,    ^^^' 
Napoleon  was  on  the  point  of  setting  out  for  Upper    1799, 
Egypt,  when  a  courier  from  Marmont,  governor  of  Landing  of 
Alexandria,  announced  the  disembarkation  of  a  larg©S\l[^r 
body  of  Turks  in  Aboukir  Bay.     They  had  appeared  Bay. 
there  on  the  10th  July,  and  landed,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  British  navy,  on  the  following  day.  July  11, 
This  intelligence  was  received  by  him  on  the  evening  ^"^^^^ 
of  the  15th  at  Cairo :  he  sat  up  all  night,  dictating 
orders  for  the  direction  of  all  the  divisions  of  his  army, 
and  on  the  16th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  he  was  on 
horseback,  and  all  his  troops  in  full  march.     On  the 
23d  he  arrived  at  Alexandria  with  the  divisions  of 
Murat,  Lannes,  and  Bon,  where  he  joined  the  garrison 
under  Marmont,  which  had  not  ventured  to  leave  its 
intrenchments  in  presence  of  such  formidable  enemies. 
The  division  of  Desaix  was  at  the  same  time  ordered 
to  fall  back  to  Cairo  from  Upper  Egypt,  so  that,  if 
necessary,  the  whole  French  force  might  be  brought 
to  the  menaced  point.     Mourad  Bey,  in  concert  with 
the  Turks  at  Aboukir,  descended  from  Upper  Egypt 
with  three  thousand  horse,  intending  to  cut  his  way 
across  to  the  forces  which  had  landed  at  Aboukir; 
but  he  was  met  and  encountered  near  the  lake  Natron  Juij  14. 
by  Murat,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  cavalry,  and  after  ^  Nap.  n 
a  severe  action  obliged  him  to  retrace  his  steps,  and 304]  ^"* 
take  refuge  in  the  desert.^ 

The  army  which  landed  at  Aboukir,  nine  thousand 
strong,  consisting  of  the  forces  which  had  arrived  ekf^oreeot 
the  close  of  the  siege  at  Acre  from  Rhodes,  and  hadvaden. 
been  transported  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nile  by 
Sir  Sidney  Smithes  squadron,  though  almost  destitute 
of  cavalry,  was  much  more  formidable  than  any  which 
the  French  troops  had  yet  encountered  in  the  East. 
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CHAP.   It  was  compoBed,  not  of  the  miserable  Fellabs  who 

'_  constituted  the  sole  infantry  of  the  Mamelukes,  but 

1799.    of  intrepid  Janizaries,  adourablj  equipped  and  well 
disciplined,  accustomed  to  discharge  their  firelock  and 
throw  tbemselTes  on  the  enemy  with  a  sabre  in  <Hie 
hand  and  a  pistol  in  the  other.     The  artillery  of  those 
txo<^  was  numerous  and  well  served ;  they  were  sop- 
ported  by  the  British  squadron ;  and  they '  had  re- 
cently made  theniselTes  masters  of  the  fort  of  Abon- 
kir,  after  putting  its  garriscm  of  three  hundred  men 
to  the  sword.     This  fort  was  situated  at  the  neck  of 
an  isthmus  of  sand,  on  which  the  Turkish  forces  were 
disembarked ;  the  peninsula  there  is  not  above  four 
hundred  toises  in  breadth  ;  so  that  the  possession  of 
I  Tb.  z.      it  gave  them  a  secure  place  of  retreat  in  case  of  disaster. 
It.  2ST.     '  It  was  the  more  necessary  to  get  quit  of  this  army,  as 
»se  328.    t^®""®  ^*^  reason  to  expect  that  a  new  host  of  invaders 
wiiKiD't     would  ere  long  make  their  appearance  on  the  fflde  of 
'Syria.' 
Napoleon  arrived  within  sight  of  the  peninsula  of 
pMition     Aboukir  on  the  2dth  July,  and,  though  his  force  did 
Turkioceu-not  oxcecd  eight  thousand  men,  including  Kleber's 
^*^'         division,  which  had  just  arrived  and  was  in  reserre, 
he  no  sooner  saw  the  dispositions  of  the  enemy,  than 
he  resolved  to  make  an  immediate  attack.     The  Turks 
occupied  the  peninsula,  and  had  covered  the  approach 
to  it  with  two  lines  of  intrenchments.      The  firstf 
which  ran  across  the  neck  of  land,  about  a  nule  in 
front  of  the  village  of  Aboukir,  from  the  lake  Maadieh 
to  the  sea,  extended  between  two  mounds  of  sand, 
each  of  which  was  strongly  occupied    and    covered 
with  artillery,  and  was  supported  in  the  centre  by  a 
village,  which  was  garrisoned  by  two  thousand  meu. 
The  second,  a  mile  in  the  rear,  was  strengthened  ia 
the  centre  by  the  fort  constructed  by  the  French,  and 


h      ^ 
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tennmated  at  one  extremity  in  the  sea,  at  the  other    chap. 
in  the  lake.     Between  the  two  lines  was  placed  the |_ 


camp.     The  first  line  was  guarded  by  four  thousand    1799. 
men,  the  latter  by  five  thousand,  and  supported  by 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  besides  those  mounted  on  the 
fort.     So  strongly  was  the  mind  of  Napoleon  already 
impressed  by  the  great  destinies  to  which  he  con- 
ceived himself  called,  that  when  he  arrived  in  sight 
of  these  intrenchments,  he  said  to  Murat. — ^^  This 
battle  will  decide  the  fete  of  the  world." — "  At  least 
of  this  army,"  replied  the  other ;  "  but  you  should  feel 
coafidence  from  the  circumstance,  that  all  the  soldiers  >  Jom.  xii. 
feel  they  must  now  conquer  or  die.     The  enemy  have  ^*  ^^^g. 
no  cavalry  :  ours  is  brave :  and  be  assured,  if  ever  Nap.  li. 

'    r  1  T  1  11  11      331,332. 

infantry  were  charged  to  the  teeth  by  cavalry,  the  num.  u. 
Turks  shall  be  to-morrow  by  mine." »  l%[  ^^'' 

The  dispositions  of  the  general  were  speedily  made. 
Lannes,  with  two  thousand  men,  attacked  the  right  of  Napoleon's 
the  first  line ;  D'Estaing,  with  the  like  force,  the  left  ;^^p^^^^ 
while  Murat,  whose  cavalry  was  arranged  in  three  di-«n  attack. 
visions,  was  destined  at  once  to  pierce  the  centre  and  carried?* 
torn  both  wings,  so  as  to  cut  off  all  communication 
with  the  reserve  in  the  second  intrenchment.     These 
measures  were  speedily  crowned  with  success.     The 
Turks  maintained  their  ground  on  the  height  on  the 
left,  till  they  saw  it  turned  by  Murat's  cavalry ;  but 
the  moment  that  was  done  they  fled  in  confusion  to 
the  second  line,  and  being  charged  in  their  flight  by 
the  French  horse,  rushed  tumultuously  into  the  water, 
where  almost  the  whole  were  either  drowned  or  cut 
down  by  grape-shot.     The  same  thing  occurred  at  the 
other  extremity  of  the  line.     Lannes  attacked  the 
height  on  the  right,  while  the  other  division  of  Murat^s 
cavalry  turned  it     The  Turks  broke  at  the  first  on- 
set, and  were  driven  by  Murat  into  the  sea.     Lannes 
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CHAP,  and  D'Estaing,  now  united,  attacked  the  village  in  the 
centre.     The  Janizaries  defended  themselves  bravely, 


1799.    calculating  on  being  supported  from  the  second  line ; 

but  the  column  detach^  for  that  purpose  from  the 

fort  of  Aboukir  having  been  charged  in  the  interval 

^  Th.  z.     between  the  two  lines,  and  routed  by  Murat,  the  vil* 

xii/s96]™'lage  was  at  length  carried  with  the  bayonet,  and  its 

^  *"-      d^enders,  who  refused  all  quarter,  put  to  the  sword, 

or  drowned  in  the  water.^ 

The  extraordinary  success  of  this  first  attack  in- 
secoad  spired  Napoleon  with  the  hope,  that  by  repeating  the 
^^^  *^  .same  manoeuvre  with  the  second,  the  whole  remainder 
of  the  army  might  be  destroyed.  For  this  purpose, 
after  allowing  a  few  hours^  repose  to  the  troops,  and 
establishing  a  battery  to  protect  their  operations,  he 
commenced  a  new  attack  upon  the  interior  and  more 
formidable  line  of  defence.  On  the  right  a  trench 
joined  the  fort  of  Aboukir  to  the  sea ;  but  on  the  left 
it  was  not  carried  quite  so  far,  leaving  a  small  open 
space  between  the  intrenchment  and  the  lake  Maadieh. 
Napoleon^s  dispositions  were  made  accordingly.  On 
the  right  D^Estaing  was  to  attack  the  intrenchment, 
while  the  principal  effort  was  directed  against  the  left, 
where  the  whole  cavalry, .  marching  under  cover  of 
Lannes^  division,  were  to  enter  at  the  open  space,  be- 
tween the  trenches  and  the  lake,  and  take  the  line  in 
rear.  At  three  o'clock  the  charge  was  beat,  and  the 
troops  advanced  to  the  attack.  D'Estaing  led  his 
men  gallantly  forward,  arranged  in  echelon  of  balr 
talions ;  but  the  Turks,  transported  by  their  ardour, 
advanced  out  of  their  intrenchments  to  meet  them, 
and  a  bloody  conflict  took  place  in  the  plain.  In  vain 
the  Janizaries,  after  discharging  their  fusils  and  ps- 
tols,  rushed  to  the  attack  with  their  formidable  sabres 
in  (he  air ;  their  desperate  valour  at  length  yielded 
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to  the  steady  pressure  of  the  European  bayonet,  and    chap. 

they  were  borne  back,  struggling  every  inch  of  ground, [_ 

to  the  foot  of  the  intrenchmentci.     Here,  however,    1799. 
the  plunging  fire  of  the  redoubt,  and  the  sustained 
discharge  of  musketry  from  the  top  of  the  works,  ar- 
rested the  French  soldiers ;  Letourcq  was  killed,  Fu- 
guries  wounded,  and  the  column,  in  disorder,  recoiled 
from  the  field  of  carnage  towards  the  exterior  line. 
Nor  was  Murat  more  successful  on  his  side.     Laimes 
indeed  forced  the  intrenchments  towards  the  extre^ 
mity  of  the  lake,  and  occupied  some  of  the  houses  in 
the  village ;  but  when  the  cavalry  attempted  to  pass  . 
the  narrpw  defile  between  the  works  and  the  lake, 
they  were  assailed  by  such  a  terrible  fire  from  theiMiot,25i. 
gonboats,  that  they  were  repeatedly  forced  to  retire. ^J^^: 
The  attack  had  failed  at  both  extremities,  and  Napo-  num.  a. 
leon  was  doubtful  whether  he  should  continue  the^^^Q^J^' 
combat,  or  rest  contented  with  the  advantage  already  ^5*-  *^- 

,  C7  ^  335. 

gained.^ 

From  this  perplexity  he  wa^  relieved  by  the  im- 
prudent conduct  of  the  Turks  themselves.     No  sooner  imprudent 
did  they  see  the  column  which  had  assailed  their  J^^^ 
right  retire,  than  they  rushed  out  of  the  fort  of  Abou-dMtruotion 
kir,  in  the  centre,  and  began  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  Turks, 
the  dead  bodies  which  lay  scattered  over  the  plain. 
Napoleon  instantly  saw  his  advantage,  and  quickly 
tamed  it  to  the  best  account.     Advancing  rapidly 
^ith  his  reserves  in  admirable  order,  he  arrested  the 
sortie  of  the  centre,  while  Lannes  returned  to  the 
attack  of  the  intrenchments,  now  in  a  great  measure 
denuded  of  their  defenders,  and  D^Estaing  re«form- 
ed  his  troops  for  another  effort  on  the  lines  to  the 
right.  All  these  attacks  proved  successful ;  the  whole 
line  of  redoubts,  now  almost  destitute  of  troops,  was 
captured,  while  several  squadrons,  in  the  confusion, 
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CHAP,  penetrated  through  the  narrow  opening  on  the  mar- 
gin of  the  lake,  and  got  into  the  rear  of  the  second 


1799.    line.     The  Turks  upon  this  fled  in  confusion  towards 

the  fort  of  Ahoukir ;  but  the  cavalry  of  Murat,  which 

now  inundated  the  space  between  the  second  line  and 

the  fort,  charged  them  so  furiously  in  flank,  that  they 

were  thrown  into  the  sea,  and  almost  all  perished  in 

the  waves.     Murat  penetrated  into  the  camp  of  Mns- 

tapha  Pasha,  where,  with  his  own  hand,  he  made  that 

commander  prisoner,  and  shut  up  the  renmant  of  the 

army,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand  men,  in.  the 

sothJoij.  fort  of  Aboukir.     Heavy  cannon  were  inunediately 

1  N»p.  it    planted  against  the  fort,  which  surrendered  a  few  days 

n?z?4U»  s^f-     Fi^6  thousand  corpses  boated  in  the  bay  of 

^•J«n- Aboukir ;  two  thousand  had  perished  in  the  batde, 

SOL  iHim.  and  the  like  number  were  made  prisoners  of  war  in 

^^,^^' the  fort.     Hardly  any  escaped ;  a  circumstance  almost 

Egypty  so.  nnexampled  in  modern  warfare.^ 

The  day  after  this  extraordinary  battle.  Napoleon 

^^mJalT    ™*^"^^  ^  Alexandria.     He  had  ample  subject  for 

•oqnaintad  meditation.     Sir  Sidney  Smith,  having  dispatched  a 

dimt^of  ^%  ^^  truce  on  shore  to  settle  an  exchange  of  pri- 

*tbif*in    ^^^^®»  ^°*  ^°^®  ^^^  ^^  English  newspapers,  which 

EurQpe,     made  him  acquainted  with  the  disasters  experienced 

^JTieto  ^y  *^^  Directory  in  Europe,  the  conquest  of  Italy,  the 

"Wfor      reverses  in  the  Alps,  the  retreat  to  Zurich.     At  the 

sam^  time  he  learned  the  capture  of  Corfu  by  the 

Russians  and  Tui^s,  and  the  close  blockade  wluch 

promised  soon  to  deliver  over  Midta  to  the  same  power. 

His  resolution  was  instantly  taken.     He  determined 

to  return  alone,  braving  the  English  fleets,  to  Europe. 

All  prospects  of  great  success  in  Egypt  were  at  an 

end,  and  he  now  only  wished  to  regain  the  scene  of 

his  early  triumphs  and  primitive  ambition  in  France. 

Orders  were  immediately  given  that  two  frigates,  the 
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Moiron  and  the  Carrera,  should  be  made  ready  for    ^^^' 

sea,  and  Napoleon,  preserving  the  utmost  secrecy  as L 

to  his  intended  departure,  proceeded  to  Cairo,  where    1799. 
he  drew  up  long  and  minute  instructions  for  Kleber, 
«U>  whom  the  command  of  the  army  was  intrusted, 
and  immediately  returned  to   Alexandria.     On  the 
22d  August  he  secretly  set  out  from  that  town,  ac-  ^^  -^"«- 
companied  by  Berthier,  Lannes,  Murat,  Marmont, 
Andreossy,  BerthoUet,  Monge,  and  Bourrienne,  and 
escorted  only  by  a  few  of  his  faithful  guides.     The 
party  embarked  on   a  solitary  part  of  the  beach, 
on  board  a  few  fishing  boats,  which  conveyed  them 
out  to  the  frigates,  which  lay  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  shore.     The  joy  which  animated  all  these 
persons  when  they  were  told  that  they  were  to  return 
to  France,   can  hardly  be  conceived.      Desirous  to' 
avoid  a  personal  altercation  with  Kleber,  whose  rude 
and  fe{u*les6  demeanour  led  him  to  apprehend  some 
painful  sally  of  passion  on  receiving  the  intelligence, 
Napoleon  communicated  to  him  his  resolution  by  let- 
ter, which  he  was  aware  could  not  reach  Cairo  till 
several  days  after  his  departure.     Kleber  afterwards 
expressed   the  highest  indignation  at  that   circum- » Boar.  ii. 
stance,  and  in  a  long  and  impassioned  report  to  the  gj J;  ''^ j^;^^ 
Directory,  charged  Napoleon  with  leaving  the  army  «i.  302. 
in  such  a  state  of  destitution,  that  the  defence  of  the  Dain/ii. 
country  for  any  length  of  time  was  impossible.^  ^^^' 

It  was  almost  dark  when  the  boats  reached  the 
frigates,  and  the  distant  lights  of  Alexandria  were  He  stoen 
faintly  descried  by  the  glimmering  of  the  stars  on  the^j^^^^  * 
verge  of  the  horizon.     How  diflFerent  from  the  pomp  ^^""^ 
and  circumstance  of  war  which  attended  his  arrival 
on  the  same  shore, — in  the  midst  of  a  splendid  fleet, 
surrounded  by  a  powerful  army,  with  the  visions  of 
hope  glittering  before  his  eyes,  and  dreams  of  Orien- 
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CHAP,    tal  conquest  captivating  his  ima^nation  !     Napoleon 

'_  directed  that  the  ships  should  steer  along  the  coast  of 

1799.  Africa,  in  order  that,  if  escape  from  the  English 
cruisers  became  impossible,  he  might  land  on  the 
deserts  of  Ljbia,  and  force  his  way  to  Tunis,  Oran, 
or  some  other  port,  declaring  that  he  would  mn  aay 
danger  rather  than  return  to  Egypt.  For  three-aod- 
twenty  days  they  beat  against  adverse  winds  along 
the  coast  of  Africa,  and  at  length,  after  passing  the 
site  of  Carthage,  a  favourable  wind  from  the  aonth- 
east  enabled  thma  to  stretch  across  to  the  western  side 
of  Sardinia,  still  keeping  near  the  shore,  iu  order  to 
run  aground,  if  necessary,  to  avoid  the  approach  of  an 
enemy.  The  sombre  disquietude  of  this  voyage 
a£forded  the  most  striking  contrast  to  the  brilliant 
anticipations  of  the  former.  His  favourite  aidea-de- 
campwere  all  killed ;  Cafiarelli,  Brueys,  Casa-Bianes, 
were  no  more ;  the  illusions  of  hope  were  dispelled, 
the  visions  of  imagination  extinguished ;  no  more 
scientific  conversations  ■enlivened  the  weary  hours  of 
navigation,  no  more  historical  recollections  gilded  the 
headlands  which  they  passed.  One  only  apprehensioo 
occupied  every  miud,  the  dread  of  falling  in  wiUi 
English  cruisers ;  an  object  of  rational  disquietude  to 
every  one  on  board,  but  of  mortal  anxiety  to  Napo- 
leon, from  the  destruction  which  it  would  occasion  to 
■  Bour.  lii.  the  fresh  ambitious  projects  which  already  filled  his 
"•*•'■       mind.^ 

Contrary  winds  obliged  the  vessel  which  conveyed 
)ic  innds  bini  to  put  into  Ajaccio  in  Corsica,  where  he  revisited, 
'n  d^^.  Joi'  the  first  time  since  his  prodigious  elevation,  the 
^^iiTihe  ^'^"^'^  °^  ^'^  fathers  and  the  scenee  of  his  infancy. 
Eogiiib  He  titere  learned  the  result  bf  the  battle  of  Novi  and 
the  death  of  JouberL  This  only  increased  the  fever- 
ish anxiety  of  his  mind ;  and  he  began  to  contem- 
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plate  mtix  horror  the  emrni  of  the  quarantine  at    chap. 
Toulon,  where  he  proposed  to  land.    His  project  at    ^^^' 


times  was  to  make  for  Italy,  take  the  command  of  1799, 
the  Italian  army,  and  gain  a  victory,  the  intelligence 
of  which  he  hoped  would  reach  Paris  as  soon  as  that 
of  his  victory  at  Ahoukir.  At  length,  after  a  sojourn 
of  eight  days  at  the  place  of  his  nativity,  he  set  sail 
with  a  fair  wind.  On  the  following  evening,  an 
English  fleet  of  fourteen  sail  was  descried  in  the 
midst  of  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun.  Admiral  Gan- 
theaume  proposed  to  return  to  Corsica,  but  Napoleon 
replied.  "  No !  Spread  every  sail ;  every  man  to 
his  post;  steer  for  the  north-west'^  This  order 
proved  the  salvation  of  the  ships ;  the  English  saw 
the  frigates,  and  made  signals  to  them ;  but  conclu- 
ding, from  the  view  they  got  with  their  glasses,  that 
they  were  of  Venetian  construction,  then  at  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  they  did  not  give  chase.  The 
night  was  spent  in  the  utmost  anxiety,  during  which 
Napoleon  resolved,  if  escape  was  impossible,  to  throw 
himself  into  a  boat,  and  trust  for  safety  to  his  oars ; 
but  the  morning  sun  dispelled  these  apprehensions, 
by  disclosing  the  English  fleet  steering  peaceably 
towards  the  north-east.  All  sail  was  now  spread 
for  France ;  at  length,  on  the  8th  October,  the  long  sth  oct. 
wished  for  mountains  of  Provence  appeared ;  and  the 
frigates  shortly  after  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Frejus. 
The  impatience  and  enthusiasm  of  the  inhabitants 
when  they  heard  of  his  arrival,  knew  no  bounds ;  the 
sea  was  covered  with  boats  eager  to  get  a  glimpse  of 
the  Conqueror  of  the  East ;  the  quarantine  laws  were, 
by  common  consent,  disregarded;  and  Napoleon *^'*- 
landed  in  a  few  hours,  and  set  off  the  same  day  for  Bovir.  ai. 
Paris.^  ^^'^"'^^- 
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CHAP.        The  expedition  to  Egypt  demonstrates  one  fact  of 
^^^*    more  importance  to  maiJi:ind  than  the  transitory  con- 


1799.    quests  of  civilized  nations  over  each  other.     It  can 
Proof        no  longer  he  douhted,  from  the  constant  triumphs  of 
E^^tiM    *  sniall  hody  of  European  troops  over  the  whole 
expedition  forcos  of  the  East,  that  the  invention  of  fire-arms 
the  tape-    ^uid  artillery,  the  improvement  of  discipline,  and  the 
dvaued  to  ®stabhshment  of  regular  soldiers  as  a  separate  pro- 
MvagQ       fession,  have  given  the  European  a  decided  superiority 
"™*'        over  the  other  nations  of  the  world.     Europe,  in  the 
words  of  Gibbon,  may  now  contemplate  without  ap- 
prehension an  irruption  of  the  Tartar  horse ;  barbap 
reus  nations,  to  overcome  the  civilized,  must  cease  to 
be  barbarous.     The  progress  of  this  superiority  since 
the  era  of  the  Crusades,  is  extremely  remarkable. 
On  the  same  ground  where  the  whole  feudal  array  of 
France  perished,  under  St  Louis,  from  the  arrows  of 
the  Egyptians,  the  Mameluke  cavalry  was  dispersed 
by  half  the  Italian  army  of  the  Republic ;  and  ten 
thousand  veterans  could  with  ease  have  wrested  that 
Holy  Land  from  the  hordes  of  Asia,  which  Saladin 
successfully  defended  against  the  united   forces  of 
France  and  England  under  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion. 
Civilization,  therefore,  has  given  Europe  a  decided 
superiority  over  barbaric  valour;  if  it  is  a  second 
time  overwhelmed  by  savage  violence,  it  will  not  be 
because  the  means  of  resistance  are  wanting, '  but  be- 
cause the  courage  to  wield  them  has  decayed. 
o«nena         ^^  ^^  ^  curious  speculation,  what  would  have  been 
reflections  the  fate  of  Asia  and  the  world  if  Napoleon  had  not 
probable     beou  arrcstod  at  Acre  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  had 
^Jjj^^    accomplished  his   project  of  arming  the   Christian 
empire      population  of  Syria  and  Asia  Minor,   against  the 
Napoleon.  Mussulmau  powor.     When  it  is  recollected,  that  in 
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the  parts  of  the  Ottoman  empire  where  the  Turkish  chap. 
population  is  most  abundant,  the  number  of  Chris-  ^^^' 
tians  is  in  general  equal  to,  sometimes  double,  and  1799. 
even  triple,  that  of  their  oppressors,  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  that,  headed  by  that  great  general,  and 
disciplined  by  the  French  veterans,  a  force  could  have 
been  formed  which  would  have  subverted  the  tottering 
fabric  of  the  Turkish  power,  and  possibly  secured  for 
its  ruler  a  name  as  terrible  as  Genghis  Khan  or  Ta- 
merlane. But  there  seems  no  reason  to  believe  that 
such  a  sudden  apparition,  how  splendid  soever,  would 
have  permanently  altered  the  destinies  of  mankind,  or 
that  the  Oriental  empire  of  Napoleon  would  have  been 
more  lasting  than  that  of  Alexander  or  Nadir  Shah. 
With  the  life  of  the  hero  who  had  formed,  with  the 
energy  of  the  veterans  who  had  cemented  it,  the  vast 
dominion  would  have  perished.  The  Crusades,  though 
supported  for  above  a  century  by  the  incessant  tide  of 
European  enthusiasm,  were  unable  to  form  a  lasting 
establishment  in  Asia.  It  is  in  a  di£Ferent  region, 
from  the  arms  of  another  power,  that  we  are  to  look 
for  the  permanent  subjugation  of  the  Asiatic  powers, 
and  the  final  establishment  of  the  Christian  religion 
in  the  regions  from  which  it  sprung.  The  north  is 
the  quarter  from  whence  all  the  great  settlements  of 
mankind  have  come,  and  by  its  inhabitants  all  the 
lasting  conquests  of  history  have  been  effected.  Na- 
poleon indirectly  paved  the  way  for  a  permanent  re- 
volution in  the  East ;  but  it  was  destined  to  be  ac- 
complished, not  by  the  capture  of  Acre,  but  the  con- 
flagration of  Moscow.  The  recoil  of  his  ambition  to 
Europe,  which  the  defeat  in  Syria  occasioned,  still 
further  increased  by  mutual  slaughter  the  warlike 
skill  of  the  European  states ;  and  from  the  strife  of 
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CHAP,   civilization  at  last  has  arisen  that  gigantic  power 


XXV. 


which  now  overshadows  the  Asiatic  empires,  and  is 
1799.    pouring  down  upon  the  corrupted  regions  of  the  East 
the  energy  of  northern  valour  and  the  hlessings  of 
Christian  civilization. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

FROM  THE  PEACE  OF  CAMPO  FORMIO  TO  THE 
RENEWAL  OF  THE  WAR. 

OCTOBER  1797— MARCH  1799. 

ARGUMENT. 

Yiews  of  the  different  Piarties  on  the  War — Fair  opportunity  afforded  to  France  of 
pnnaing  a  pacific  system  after  the  Treaty  of  Campo  Formio— Limited  Estimates  for  OHAP. 
the  year  in  Britain— Establishment  of  the  Yoliinteer  System  in  these  Islands — Its  XXYI. 
great  Effects—  Finances  of  France — ^National  Bankruptcy  there — External  Policy  of  .....1..^. 
the  Directory — Attack  upon  Holland — Its  situation  since  the  French  Conquest — Hea-  1798 
fares  of  the  Frendi  Directoi7  to  rcTOlntionlse  that  State — Tyrannical  Acts  of  the 
Dutch  Directoij — State  of  Switzerland— Its  Geographical  Situation — Character  of  iU 
Scenery— Description  of  it  in  a  Military  Point  of  Ylew— Constitution  of  its  Govern- 
meat — Great  Hapless  enjoyed  by  the  People— Their  Character  and  Dispositions — 
Tenacity  of  Old  Cnstoms  in  thdr  Mountains — Their  uniform  BraTcry,  and  custom  of 
hiring  ont  their  youth  in  Mercenary  Bands — Inequality  of  Political  Rights  in  the  dif- 
ferent Osntons — ^Measures  of  the  Discontented  to  bring  on  a  Contest  with  the  Swiss 
Diet — PowerflU  Impression  which  they  produce  in  the  subject  Cantons-^Flrst  open 
lets  of  Hostility  by  the  French — This  is  all  done  under  the  direction  of  Napoleon^ 
Coostemation  in  consequence  excited  in  Switzerland — The  Aristocratic  Party  make 
■ome  Concessions — Hostilities  commence  in  the  Pays  de  Yaud — Heroic  conduct  of  the 
Mountaineers — Conunencement  of  Hostilities  in  the  Canton  of  Berne — Surrender  of 
Soleure  and  Fribourg — Bloody  Battle  before  Berne — Heroic  Resolution  of  the  Swiss — 
Their  dreadful  Excesses  after  Defeat— Capture  of  Berne,  its  Treasure,  and  Arsenal — 
Enormous  Contributions  every  where  levied  by  the  French— New  Constitution  of 
Switzerland — Generous  pfforts  of  the  Mountaineers — Arguments  by  which  they  were 
roused  by  the  Clergy — Aloys  Reding — First  Successes,  and  ultimate  Disasters  of  the 
Peseants— Heroic  Defence  of  the  Schwytzers  at  Morgarten — Bloody  Conflicts  in  the 
Valais — Oppressive  Conduct  of  the  French  to  the  Inhabitants — An  Alliance  offensive 
anddeftndve  with  France  is  forced  upon  Switzerland— Glorious  Resistance  of  Uri, 
Schwytz,  and  Underwolden — Cruel  Massacre  by  the  French— :The  Orisons  invoke  the 
aid  of  Anstriat  which  occupies  their  Country — Extreme  Impolicy,  as  well  as  Iniquity, 
of  this  attack  on  Switzerland — Great  indignation  excited  by  it  in  Europe — Attack  on 
the  Papal  States — Miserable  Situation  of  the  Pope— Measures  of  Napoleon  and  the 
Preach  Government,  to  hasten  the  catastrophe  of  the  Papal  Government — Duphot  is 
tUin  In  a  Scuffle  at  the  French  Ambassador^— War  Is  in  consequence  declared  by 
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CHAP,     ^ivnee  against  Rome    Berthier  advances  to  Rome — RevolatiMi  then — ^Atradoos 
XXVI.     Cruelty  of  the  Republicans  to  the  Pope— Their  continued  Sereritj  tomuds  him— He 
_  is  removed  into  France,  and  there  dies — Sjstematie  and  Abominable  Pillage  of  BeoM 

1798.      ^^  ^*  Republicans — Conflscation  of  the  Church  Property  iu  the  whole  P^al  tenlto- 
ries — These  disorders  ezdte  even  the  Indignation  of  the  French  Armj — Great  Mukiaj 
at  Rome  and  HantUfek — Rerolt  of  the  Roman  Populace— Its  bloody  Sappreesloo— The 
whole  Papal  States  are  Revolutionised — ^New  Constitution  and  AlUaooe  with 
Violent  changes  effected  by  the  French  in  the  Qsalj^u*  Republic — BzceesiTe 
tent  excited  by  these  changes  in  Lombardy — The  Spoliation  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  is 
resolved  on — Cruel  Humiliations  to  which  he  had  previously  been  snl^eeted — The 
King  is  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  prisoner  in  his  own  capital — ^He  is  at  length 
forced  to  Abdicate,  and  retire  to  Sardinia— Alikirs  of  Naples— Their  Military  Prepa- 
rations — The  Court  enter  into  Secret  Engagements  with  Anstriar— and  are  eneounged 
to  Resist  by  the  Battle  of  the  mie— On  Nelson's  arrival  at  Naples,  Hostilities  an 
rashly  resolved  on — Forces  levied  by  the  French  in  the  affiliated  Rqniblics — Itrnk 
takes  the  Command  at  Naples — Dispersed  Situation  of  the  French  Troope  in  the  Re- 
man States — The  Neapolitans  enter  Rome — They  are  every  where  Defeated  when  ad> 
vancing  fUrther — Fresh  Disasters  of  the  Neapolitans — Retreat  of  Mack — ^The  Neapofi- 
tan  Court  takes  ReAige  on  board  the  English  Fleet — Championnet  resolves  to  iavads 
Naples — His  plan  of  Operations — And  surprising  Success — Critical  Situation  of  the 
French  Army  in  front  of  Capua — Mack  proposes  an  Armistice,  which  is  gladly  ae* 
cepted — ^Indignation  which  it  excites  among  the  Neapolitan  Populaoe     Advance  ef 
the  French  against  Naples — Description  of  that  City — Its  Romantic  Features,  and  Eo- 
rirons — Description  of  the  Laszaronl — Frightful  Combats  around  the  Capital — ^Tbe 
French  force  the  Gates  and  Forts — Bloody  Conflicts  in  the  Streets — Establishment  ef 
the  Parthenoplan  Republic—  State  of  Ireland — Reflections  on  the  Melancholy  Histovy 
of  that  Country — Original  E?il  arising  from  Confiscation  of  Land — Peculiar  Cantei 
which  have  aggravated  this  evil  in  that  Country — Its  inhabitants  are  as  yet  unfit  for 
Free  Priril^es — Intimate  Union  formed  by  the  Irish  Malecontents  with  Prance— Rs- 
volutlonary  Organisation  established  throughout  the  whole  Country — CombinaUon  of 
Orangemen  to  uphold  the  British  Connexion—  Treaty  of  Irish  Rebels  with  France— 
The  Insurrection  at  length  breaks  out — Various  Actions  with  the  Insurgents — Thry 
are  totally  Defeated  at  Vinegar  Hill — Imminent  Danger  from  which  England  thm 
escaped^ — Nugatory  Efforts  of  the  Directory  to  revive  tlie  Insurrection — ^Maritiaw 
Affairs  of  the  Tear — Disputes  of  France  with  the  United  States — Shameful  Rapadty 
of  the  Frendi  Government — Contributions  levied  on  the  Hanse  Towns  bj  the  IHree* 
tory — ^Retrospect  of  the  late  Encroachments  of  France — Their  System  rendered  the 
continuance  of  Peace  impossible — Leads  to  a  general  Feeling  in  favour  of  a  Confcde 
racy,  in  which  Russia  Joins — Tumult  at  Vienna,  and  insult  to  the  French  Ambassador 
— ^Who  leaves  the  Austrian  Capital — Progress  of  the  Negotiation  at  Rastadt— Tbs 
Secret  Understanding  between  France  and  Austria  is  made  manifest — Financial  Mas* 
sures  of  the  Directory  to  meet  the  approaching  Hostilities— Adoption  of  the  Law  ef 
the  Conscription  by  the  Legislature — Reflections  on  this  Event. 

The  two  great  parties  into  which  the  civilized  world 
had  been  divided  by  the  French  Revolution,  enter- 
tained different  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  necessity 
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of  the  war  which  had  so  long  been  waged  by  the    chap. 
monarchies  of  Europe  against  its  unruly  authority. 


The  partizans  of  democracy  alleged  that  the  whole  1798. 
misfortunes  of  Europe,  and  all  the  crimes  of  France,  yi«wi  of 
had  arisen  from  the  iniquitous  coalition  of  kings  to  ^^  ^^ 
overturn  its  infant  freedom;  that  if  its  government  on  the 
had  been  let  alone,  it  would  neither  have  stained  its 
hands  with  innocent  blood  at  home,  nor  pursued  plans 
of  aggrandizement  abroad ;  and  that  the  Republic,  re- 
lieved from  the  pressure  of  external  danger,  and  no 
longer  roused  by  the  call  of  patriotic  duty,  would  have 
quietly  turned  its  swords  into  pruning-hooks,  and,  re- 
nouncing the  allurements  of  foreign  conquest,  thought 
only  of  promoting  the  internal  felicity  of  its  citizens. 
The  aristocratic  party,  on  the  other  hand,  maintained 
that  democracy  is  in  its  very  essence  and  from  neces- 
sity ambitious;  that  the  turbulent  activity  which  it 
calls  fortli,  the  energetic  courage  which  it  awakens, 
the  latent  talent  which  it  developes,  can  find  vent  only 
in  the  enterprise  of  foreign  warfare ;  that  being  founded 
on  popular  passion,  and  supported  by  the  most  vehe- 
ment and  enthusiastic  classes  in  the  state,  it  is  driven 
into  external  aggression  as  the  only  means  of  allaying 
internal  discontent ;  that  it  advances  before  a  devour- 
ing flame,  which,  the  instant  it  stops,  threatens  to 
consume  itself;  and  that,  in  the  domestic  suffering 
which  it  engenders,  and  the  stoppage  of  pacific  indus- 
try which  necessarily  results  from  its  convulsions,  is  to 
he  found  both  a  more  cogent  inducement  to  foreign 
conquest^  and  more  formidable  means  for  carrying  it 
on,  than  either  the  ambition  of  kings  or  the  rivalry  of 
their  ministers. 

Had  the  revolutionary  war  continued  without  in- 
terruption from  its  comm^encement  in  1 792  till  its  con- 

VOL.  III.  o  o 
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CHAP,   elusion  in  1815,  it  miglit  have  been  difficult  to  bave 
'   determined  which  of  these  ofmiions  was  the  bettor 


1798.  founded.  The  ideas  of  men  would  probably  hare 
been  divided  upon  them  till  the  end  of  time ;  and  to 
whichever  edde  the  philosophic  observer  of  homaa 
events,  who  traced  the  history  of  democratic  societies 
in  time  past,  had  inclined,  the  great  body  of  mankind, 
who  judge  merely  from  the  event,  would  have  leaaed 
to  the  one  or  the  other,  according  as  their  int^ests  or 
their  affecti(»is  led  them  to  espouse  the  OMua«rvau?e 
or  the  innovating  order  of  things 

It  is  fortunate,  therefore,  for  the  cause  of  historic 
Fair  op-     truth,  and  the  lessons  to  be  drawn  from  past  calamity 
llff^d^^  in  future  times,  that  two  years  of  Continental  peace 
FrftDoeof  followed  tho  first  six  years  of  this  bloody  eoutesti 
pacific  wya-  aud  that  the  RepuUican  government,  relieved  of  all 
th^p^    grounds  of  apprehension  from  foreign  powers,  and 
^  oraipo   placed  with  uncontrolled  authority  at  the  head  of  the 
vast  population  of  France,  had  so  fair  an  opportnmtj 
presented  of  carrying  into  effect  its  alleged  pa^c  in- 
clinations.    The  coalition  was  broken  down  and  de- 
stroyed ;  Spain  had  not  only  given  up  the  contesti  but 
had  engaged  in  a  disastrous  maritime  war  to  support 
the  interests  of  the  revolutionary  state ;  Fland^ars  was 
incorporated  with  its  territory,  which  had  no  boun- 
daries but  the  Alps,  the  Rhine,  and  the  Pyrenees ; 
Holland  was  converted  into  an  affiliated  republic; 
Piedmont  was  crushed ;  Lombardy  revdiutionized,  and 
its  frontier  secured  by  Mantua  and  the  fortified  line 
of  the  Adige ;  the  Italian  powers  w^e  overawed,  and 
had  purchased  peace  by  the  most  disgraceful  submit' 
sions,  and  the  Emperor  himself  had  retired  from  the 
strife,  and  gained  the  temporary  safety  of  his  capital 
by  the  cession  of  a  large  portion  of  his  dominioD& 
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Great  Britam  alone,  firm  and  unsubdued,  oontinued   chap. 
the  war,  but  without  either  any  definite  military  ob-        ^^ 


ject,  now  that  the  Continent  was  pacified,  or  the  means  1798. 
of  shaking  the  military  supremacy  which  the  arms  of 
France  had  there  acquired,  and  rather  from  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Directory  to  break  off  the  recent  ne- 
gotiations, than  any  inclination  on  the  part  of  the 
English  government  to  prolong,  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, an  apparently  hopeless  contest.  To  complete 
the  means  of  restoring  a  lasting  peace  which  were  at 
the  disposal  of  the  French  cabinet,  the  military  spirit 
had  signally  declined  with  the  vast  consumption  of 
human  life  in  the  rural  departments  during  the  wsir ; 
the  armies  were  every  where  weakened  by  desertion ; 
and  the  most  ambitious  general  of  the  Republic,  with 
its  finest  army,  was  engaged  in  a  doubtful  contest  in 
Africa,  without  any  means,  to  all  appearance,  of  ever 
returning  with  his  troops  to  the  scene  of  European 
ambition.  Now,  therefore,  was  the  time  when  the 
pacific  tendency  of  the  revolutionary  system  was  to  be 
put  to  the  test,  and  it  was  to  be  demonstrated,  by  ac- 
tual experiment,  whether  its  existence  was  consistent  1  j^^,  x. 
with  the  independence  of  the  adjoining  states.^  ^^* 

The  estimates  and  preparations  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  year  1798  were  suited  to  the  defensive  nature  of  Limited 
the  war  in  which  she  was  now  to  be  engaged,  the~^™*^ 
ceasation  of  all  foreign  subsidies,  and  the  approach  of  yw  in 
an  apparently  interminable  struggle  to  her  own  shores. 
The  regular  soldiers  wwe  fixed  at  one  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  men,  bemdes  sixty-three  thousand  militia ;  a 
force  amply  sufficient  to  ensure  the  safety  of  her  ex- 
tensive  dominions,  considering  the  great  protection  she 
received  from  her  innumerable  fleets  which  guarded 
the  seas.     One  hundred  and  four  ships  of  the  line,  and 
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CHAP,  three  hundred  frigates  and  smaller  vessels,  were  pat 
in  commission,  manned  by  one  hundred  thousand  sea- 


1708.    i^^Q-     Supplies  to  the  amount  of  L.26,500,000  were 

voted,  which,  with  a  supplementary  budget  brought 

forward  on  25th  April  1798,  in  consequence  of  the 

expenses  occasioned  by  the  threatened  invasion  from 

France,  amounted  4o  L.28,450,000 ;  exclusive^  of 

course,  of  the  charges  of  the  debt  and  sinking  fund. 

But  in  providing  for  these  great  expenses,  Mr  Pitt 

unfolded  an  important  change  in  his  financial  policy, 

1  jggom^  u.  and  made  the  first  step  towards  a  system  of  taxation, 

App^diz,  ^hich,  although  more  burdensome  at  the  moment,  is 

Ann.  Beg.  incomparably  less  oppressive  in  the  end  than  that  on 

18)^311.'  which  he  had  previously  proceeded.^ 

He  stated,  that  the  lime  had  now  arrived  when  the 
MrHti'i  policy  hitherto  pursued,  of  providing  for  all  extraor- 
dlj  ^Scr.  ^^^^^^  expenses  by  loan,  could  not  be  carried  further 
without  evident  danger  to  public  credit ;  that  such  a 
system,  however  applicable  to  a  period  when  an  ex- 
traordinary and  forced  e£Port  was  to  be  made  to  bring 
the  war  at  once  to  a  conclusion  by  means  of  foreign 
alliances,  was  unsuitable  to  the  lengthened  single- 
handed  contest  in  which  the  nation  was  at  last,  to  all 
appearance,  engaged ;  that  the  great  object  now  should 
be,  to  make  the  sum  raised  within  the  year  as  nearly 
as  possible  equal  its  expenditure,  so  as  to  entail  no 
burden  upon  posterity;  and  therefore  he  proposed, 
instead  of  making  the  loan,  as  in  former  years, 
L.19,000,000,  to  make  it  only  L,12,000,000,  and 
raise  the  additional  L.7,000,000  by  means  of  treb- 
ling the  assessed  taxes  on  house-windows,  carriagesi 
and  horses.  By  this  means  an  addition  of  onlj 
L.8,000,000  would  be  made  to  the  national  debt,  b^ 
cause  L.4,000,000  would  be  paid  off  in  the  course  of 
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the  year  by  the  sinking  fund ;  and,  to  pay  off  this   chap. 
L.8,000,000,  he  proposed  to  keep  on  the  treble  as-      ^^^ 
sessed  taxes  a  year  longer ;  so  that,  at  the  expiration    1793. 
of  that  short  period,  no  part  of  the  debt  then  contracted 
would  remain  a  burden  on  the  nation : — An  admirable 
plan,  and  a  near  approach  to  the  only  safe  system  of 
finance,  that  of  m^ing  the  taxes  raised  within  the 
year  equal  its  expenditure,  but  which  was  speedily 
abandoned  amidst  the  necessities  and  improvidence  of  ^PiurLDeb. 
succeeding  years/  *  1042,  loee. 

The  same  period  gave  birth  to  another  great  change 
in  the  military  policy  of  Great  Britain,  fraught  in  its  Eitabibh- 
ultimate  results  with  most  important  effects,  both  upon  yS^ttn^^* 
the  turn  of  the  public  mind,  and  the  final  issue  of  the  Byitem  in 
war.    This  was  the  Volunteer  System^  and  the  gene-  tain. 
nJ  arming  of  the  people.      During  the  uncertainty 
which  prevailed  as  to  the  destination  of  the  great  ar- 
maments preparing  both  in  the  harbours  of  the  Chan- 
nel and  the  Mediterranean,  the  British  government 
naturally  felt  the  greatest  anxiety  as  to  the  means  of 
providing  for  the  national  defence,  without  incurring  \ 

a  ruinous  expense  by  the  augmentation  of  the  regular 
army.  The  discipline  of  that  force  was  admirable,  and 
its  courage  unquestionable ;  but  its  numbers  were  li- 
mited, and  it  appeared  highly  desirable  to  provide  some 
subsidiary  body  which  might  furnish  supplies  of  men 
to  fill  the  chasms  which  might  be  expected  to  occur  in 
the  troops  of  the  line,  in  the  event  of  a  campaign  tak- 
ing place  on  the  British  shores.     For  this  purpose  the 

*  Even  in  tliat  yery  year  it  was,  to  a  certain  degree,  broken  in  npon. 
The  aseessed  taxes  produced  only  L.4,500,000  instead  of  L.9,000,oeO,  as 
was  expected ;  and  the  expenses  haying  increased  to  L.3,000,000  be- 
yond the  estimates,  the  loan  was  augmented  to  L.  16,000,000,  exclnsiye 
of  L.2,000,000  for  Ireland,  besides  L.3,000,000  raised  by  means  of  ex- 
chequer bills. 
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CHAP,  militia,  which,  in  fact,  was  part  of  the  regular  force, 
was  obviously  insufficient ;  its  officers  were  drawn 


1798.  from  a  class  from  whom  the  most  e£PectiYe  military 
service  was  not  to  be  expected ;  and  under  the  pres- 
sure of  the  danger  which  was  anticipated,  government, 
with  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  King,  ventured 

April  11.  upon  the  bold,  but,  as  it  turned  out,  wise  and  fortunate 
step,  of  allowing  regiments  of  volunteers  to  be  raised 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  On  the  11th  April  it 
was  determined  by  the  cabinet  to  take  this  decisive 
step ;  and  soon  after  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment by  the  secretary  at  war,  Mr  Dundas,  to  permit 

May  6.      the  regular  militia  to  volunteer  to  go  to  Ireland,  and 

;^-.^*to  provide  for  the  raising  of  volunteer  corps  in  every 

ia68, 1423.  pj^  of  the  kingdom.^ 

The  speech  which  he  made  on  this  occasion  was 
Noble       worthy  of  an  English  minister.    Not  attempting  to 
JJ^^^^^  conceal  the  danger  which  menaced  the  country,  be 
on  this      sought  oulv  to  rouso  the  determined  spirit  which 
might  resist  it.     ^^  The  truth,'^  said  he,  ^^  is  undeniable, 
^  that  the  crisis  which  is  approaching  must  determine 

whether  we  are  any  longer  to  be  ranked  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation.  We  must  take  the  steps  which  are 
best  calculated  to  meet  it ;  let  us  provide  for  the  siiety 
of  the  infirm,  the  aged,  the  women,  the  children,  and 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  people.  We  must  for- 
tify the  menaced  points,  accumulate  forces  round  the 
capital,  affix  on  the  church-doors  the  names  of  those 
who  have  come  forward  as  volunteers,  and  authorize 
members  of  Parliament  to  hold  commissions  in  the 
army  without  vacating  their  seats.  I  am  well  aware 
of  the  danger  of  intrusting  arms  to  the  whole  people 
without  distinction.  I  am  no  stranger  to  the  difaf* 
fection,  albeit  much  diminished,  which  still  lingers 
amongst  us ;  I  know  well  that,  under  the  mask  of  pnr- 
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soing  only  salatary  reforms,  many  are  still  intent  upon   chap. 
taringing  about  a  leVolution,  and  for  that  purpose  are ]_ 


willing  to  enter  into  the  closest  correspondence  with  1798. 
the  ayowed  enemies  of  their  country.  But,  serious  as 
u  the  danger  of  entrusting  arms  to  a  people  embrao- 
mg  a  considerable  portion  of  such  characters,  it  is  no- 
thing to  the  risk  which  we  should  run,  if,  when  invaded 
by  the  enemy,  we  were  unprepared  with  any  adequate 
meaas  of  defence.  I  trust  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people  to  resist  the  factious  designs 
of  such  enemies  to  th^  country.  I  trust  that  the 
patriotism  by  which  the  immense  majority  of  them  are 
animated,  will  preclude  them  from  ever  using  their 
arms  but  for  worthy  purposes :  I  trust  to  the  melan-' 
choly  example  which  has  been  afforded  in  the  neigh- 
bonring  kingdom  of  the  consequences  of  engaging  in 
popular  insurrection,  for  a  warning  to  all  Britons  who 
shall  take  up  arms,  never  to  use  them  but  in  defence ,  ^  ,  „.^ 

f  ,    .  ^  ,  -  1 1  "PteLHlrt 

of  theur  country,  or  the  support  of  our  venerable  con- zxziu. 

i^*^^       «1  1358,1423, 

sbtntion."  ^  1420. 

So  obvious  was  the  danger  to  national  independence 
from  the  foreign  invasion  which  was  threatened,  that  The  voiun- 
the  bill  passed  the  House  without  opposition ;  and  in^^^^ 
a  few  weeks  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  volunteers  ^^^J'sr 
were  in  arms  in  Great  Britain.    Mr  Sheridan,  as  hement. 
always  did  on  such  occasions,  made  a  noble  speech 
ia  support  of  Government.     Another  bill,  which  at 
tbe  same  time  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament, 
^nthorized  the  King,  in  the  event  of  an  invasion,  to 
call  out  the  levy  en  nuuse  of  the  population,  conferred 
extraordinary  powers  upon  lordfihUeutenant  and  gene- 
i^  in  command,  for  the  seizure,  on  such  a  crisis,  of 
lioraes  and  carriages,  and  provided  for  the  ^^^^'""^^^".p^i  hi^ 
<^on,  at  the  public  expense,*  of  such  persons  as  might  xxziii. 
aoffer  in  their  properties  in  consequence  of  these  mea-  {4^1  {4^. 
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CHAP,   sures.     At  the  same  time,  to  guard  against  the  insi- 
^^^^'   dious  system  of  French  propagandism,  the  alien  bill 


1798.  ^'^^^  re-enacted,  and  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  continued  for  another  year.  The  volun- 
teer system  met  with  perfect  success  in  England,  and 
brought  on  none  of  the  evils  which  had  been  so  sorely 
felt  in  the  corresponding  institution  of  the  National 
Guards  in  France.  The  reason  is  obvious, — ^the  crisis 
m  England  at  this  period  was  national,  in  France  in 
1789  it  was  social.  It  is  in  general  safe  to  entrust 
arms  to  the  people  when  their  national  feelings  are 
roused :  it  is  always  perilous  to  do  so  when  their  sodal 
passions  are  excited,  and  they  see  their  real  or  sup- 
posed enenues  in  a  particular  class  in  their  own  coun* 
try. 

The  adoption  of  these  measures  indicates  an  im- 
its  grMt    portant  era  in  the  war :  that  in  which  popular  energy 
^^^  was  first  appealed  to,  in  order  to  combat  the  Revolu- 
S.    ti<« ;  «>d  go,«,„ne««,  rating  «  the  *.H»n.  evi- 
indicated,   dcncc  of  facts,  Confidently  called  upon  their  subjects 
to  join  with  them.in  resisting  a  power  which  threataied 
to  be  equally  destructive  to  the  cottage  and  the  throne. 
It  was  a  step  worthy  of  England,  the  first-bom  of 
modem  freedom,  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  her 
people,  to  take  the  lead  in  the  great  contest  of  gene- 
ral liberty  against  democratic  tyranny  :  and  the  event 
proved  that  the  confidence  of  government  had  not 
been  misplaced.     In  no  instance  did  the  volunteer 
corps  deviate  from  their  duty,  in  none  did  they  swerve 
from  the  principles  of  patriotism  and  loyalty  which 
first  brought  them  round  the  standard  of  thmr  country. 
With  the  uniform  which  they  put  on,  they  cast  o£P  all 
the  vacillating  or  ambiguous  feelings  of  former  years  : 
with  the  arms  which  they  received  ihey  imbibed  Uie 
firm  resolution  to  defend  the  cause  of  England.  Even 
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m  the  great  manufacturing  towns,  and  the  quarters   chap. 
where  sedition  had  once  been  most  prevalent,  the    ^^^'' 


volanteer  corps  formed  so  many  centres  of  loyalty,  1703. 
which  gradually  expelled  the  former  disaflPection  from 
their  neighbourhood ;  and  to  nothing  more  than  this 
well-timed  and  judicious  step,  was  the  subsequent 
unanimity  of  the  British  empire  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  to  be  ascribed.  Had  it  been  earlier  adopted^ 
it  might  have  shaken  the  foundations  of  society,  and 
engendered  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war;  subsequently 
it  would  probably  have  come  too  late  to  develope  the 
military  energy  requisite  for  success  in  the  contest 
Nor  were  the  effects  of  this  great  change  confined  only 
to  the  British  islta ;  it  extended  to  foreign  nations  and 
distant  times ;  it  gave  the  first  example  of  that  touch- 
ing development  of  patriotic  ardour  which  afterwards 
burned  so  strongly  in  Spain,  Austria,  Prussia,  and 
Russia;  and  in  the  British  volunteers  of  1798  was 
found  the  model  of  those  dauntless  bands  by  which, 
fifteen  years  afterwards,  the  resurrection  of  the  Father^ 
land  was  accomplished. 

While  England  was  thus  reaping  the  fruits,  in  the 
comparatively  prosperous  state  of  its  finances  and  French 
the  united  patriotism  of  its  inhabitants,  of  the  good^^^ 
faith  and  stability  of  its  government^  the  French  ^^n^^pt- 
tasted,  in  a  ruinous  and  disgraceful  national  bank-^' 
ruptcy,  the  natural  consequences  of  undue  democratic 
influence  and  revolutionary  convulsions.     When  the 
new  government,  established  by  the  revolution  of  the 
18th  Fructidor,  began  to  attend  to  the  administration 
of  the  finances,  they  speedily  found  that,  without  some 
great  change,  and  the  sacrifice  of  a  large  class  of  ex- 
isting interests,  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on  the  affairs 
of  the  state.     The  resources  of  assignats  and  man- 
dates were  exhausted,  and  nothing  remained  but  to 
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CHAP,   reduce  the  most  helpless  class,  the  pablic  crediton, 
^  ^''   and  by  their  ruin  extricate  the  government  from  its 


1793.  emborFassments.*  As  the  income  was  calculated  at 
the  very  highest  possible  rate,  and  the  expmiditare 
obviously  within  its  probable  amount,  it  was  evident 
that  some  decisive  measure  was  necessary  to  make  the 
one  square  with  the  other.  For  this  purpose,  they  at 
once  struck  o£P  tw^thirdi  of  the  debt,  and  thereby 

1  See  once,  rcduccd  its  annual  charge  from  268  millions  to  86.' 
To  cover,  indeed,  the  gross  injustice  of  this  proceeding, 
the  public  creditors  received  a  paper,  secured  over  tl^ 
national  domains,  to  the  extent  of  the  remaining  two- 
thirds,  calculated  at  twenty  years'  purchase :  but  it 
was  at  the  time  foreseen,  what  immediately  hi^pened, 
that,  from  the  total  impossibility  of  these  miserable 
fundholders  turning  to  any  account  the  national  do- 
mains which  were  thus  tendered  in  payment  of  their 
claims,  the  pap^  fell  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  value  at 
which  it  was  forced  on  their  acceptance,  and  soon  be- 
came altogether  unsaleable ;  so  that  the  measure  was 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  public  bankruptcy.  Not- 
withstanding the  enfeebled  state  of  the  legislature  by 

Sept.  18,    the  mutilations  which  followed  the  18th  Fructidor, 

1797 

this  measure  excited  a  warm  opposition  ;  but  at  length 
the  revolutionary  party  prevailed,  and  it  passed  both 

*  The  most  favourable  view  of  the  public  reTenne,  and  which  in 
Uie  end  prored  to  be  greatly  orercharged,  only  exhibited  an  jnooiM 

•f 616,000/)00  firaiMi. 

Bat  the  expenses  of  the 

war  were  estimated  at    283,000^00 
Other  serrioes,    .  947,000,000 

Intaiest  of  debt,  2«8/)00/M)0 

-— ^-'-    788,000,000 

Annual  deficit,  •  172^000,000,  or  L.7,000,000. 

Being  just  about  the  same  deficit  which  in  1789  was  made  the  pretext 
to  justify  the  Beyolution.— Buchez  and  Bocx,  Bin,  Pari  de  France, 
xxxvii.  431,  439. 
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Councils  by  a  large  majority.     Yet  such  had  been  the   chap. 
abject  destitntion  of  the  fundholders  for  many  years,    ^^^^' 


in  consequence  of  the  unparalleled  depreciation  of  the    1708. 
paper  circulation  in  which  they  were  paid,  that  this 
destruction  of  two-thirds  of  their  capital,  when  accom-- 
panied  by  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  remainder 
in  specie,  was  felt  rather  as  a  relief  than  a  misfortune. 
Such  were  the  consequences,  to  the  monied  interest^ 
of  the  KcTolution  which  they  had  so  strongly  sup- 1  Dom.  3$, 
ported,  and  which  they  fondly  imagined  was  to  be  an  ^'^  ^^ 
invincible  rampart  between  them  and  national  bank-  Jom.  x. 
ruptcy/ 

The  external  policy  of  the  Directory  soon  evinced 
that  passion  for  foreign  conquest  which  is  the  unhappy  External 
elmjracteristic  of  democratic  states,  especially  in  pe-  the^Rnmch 
nods  of  unusual  fervour,  and  forms  the  true  vindica-  ^^^^^*®'y- 
tion  of  the  obstinate  war  which  was  maintained  against 
them  by  the  European  monarchs.  ^  The  coalition,^' 
they  contended,  ^^  was  less  formed  against  France  than 
against  the  principles  of  the  Revolution.  Peace,  it  is 
tine,  is  signed ;  but  the  hatred  which  the  sovereigns 
have  vowed  against  it,  is  not,  on  that  acoount,  the  less 
active;  and  the  chicanery  which  the  Emperor  and 
England  oppose  in  the  way  of  a  general  pacification, 
by  showing  that  they  are  only  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  rupture,  demonstrates  the  necessity  of 
estabhshing  a  just  equilibrium  between  the  monarchi- 
cal and  the  democratical  states.  Switz^land,  that 
ancient  asylum  of  liberty,  now  trampled  under  foot  by 
an  insolent  aristocracy,  cannot  long  maintain  its  pre- 
sent government  without  depriving  France  of  a  part 
of  its  resources,  and  of  the  support  which  it  would  have 
a  right  to  expect  in  the  event  of  the  contest  being  re- 
newed." Thus  the  French  nation,  having  thrown 
down  the  gauntlet  to  all  Europe,  felt,  in  the  extremi- 
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CHAP,   ties  to  which  they  had  ahready  proceeded,  a  motiye  for 
^^^^'   still  further  aggressions  and  more  insatiable  conquests ; 


1798.    obeying  thus  the  moral  law  of  nature,  which,  in  nap 

lions  as  well  as  individuals,  renders  their  career  of 

^  Jom.  z.    guilt  the  certain  instrument  of  its  own  punishment,  by 

xfsft.  ^'  ^^^  subsequent  and  intolerant  excesses  into  which  it 

precipitates  its  votaries.^ 

Holland  was  the  first  victim  of  the  Republican  am- 
Aitefck  bition.  Not  content  with  having  revolutionized  that 
u^  I J  ancient  commonwealth,  expelled  the  Stadtholder,  and 
SSiftoe  compelled  its  rulers  to  enter  into  a  costly  and  ruinous 
French  war  to  support  the  interests  of  France,  in  which  they 
^^  had  performed  their  engagements  with  exemplary 
fidelity,  they  resolved  to  subject  its  inhabitants  to  a 
convulsion  of  the  same  kind  as  that  which  had  been 
terminated  in  France  by  the  18th  Fructidor.  Since 
their  conquest  by  Pichegru,  the  Dutch  had  had  ample 
opportunity  to  contrast  the  ancient  and  temperate  go- 
vernment of  the  House  of  Orange,  under  which  thej 
had  risen  to  an  unexampled  height  of  prosperity  and 
glory,  with  the  democratic  rule  which  had  been  sub- 
stituted in  its  stead.  Their  trade  was  mined,  their 
navy  defeated,  their  flag  swept  from  the  ocean,  and 
their  numerous  merchant  vessels  rotting  in  their  har- 
bours. A  reaction,  in  consequence,  had  become 
very  general  in  favour  of  former  institutionis ;  and 
so  strong  and  fervent  was  this  feeling,  that  the  Na- 
tional Assembly,  which  had  met  on  the  first  triumph 
of  the  'Republicans,  had  never  ventured  to  interfere 
with  the  separate  rights  and  privileges  of  the  pro- 
vinces, as  settled  by  prescription  and  the  old  constita- 
tion.  The  French  Directory  beheld  with  secret  dis- 
quietude this  leaning  to  the  ancient  order  of  things, 
and  could  not  endure  that  the  old  patrician  families 
should,  by  their  influence  in  the  provincial  diets,  tern- 
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per  in  any  degree  the  vigoar  of  thdr  central  demo-   chap. 
cratic  government.     To  arrest  this  tendency,  they  re-   ^^^^' 


called  theur  minister  from  the  Hague :  supplied  his    1793. 
place  by  Delacroix,  a  man  of  noted  democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  gave  Joubert  the  conunand  of  the  armed 
force.     Their  instructions  were,   to  accomplish  the 
overthrow  of  the  ancient  federative  constitution,  over-  >  Th.  z.  26 
turn  the  aristocracy,  and  vest  the  government  in  a  Di-^^'^sfT' 
rectory  of  democratic  principles  entirely  devoted  to  the  ^JJ-  ^* 
interests  of  France.^  so,  78,  so. 

The  Dutch  Assembly  was  engaged  at  this  juncture 
in  the  formation  of  a  constitution,  all  previous  at-  state  of 
tempts  of  that  description  having  proved  miserable  ^J^^ 
failures.     The  adherents  of  the  old  institutions,  who^tthupe- 
still  formed  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  and  em- 
braced all  the  wealth  and  almost  all  the  respectability 
of  the  United  Provinces,  had  hitherto  contrived  to 
baffle  the  designs  of  the  vehement  and  indefatigable 
minority,  who,  as  in  all  similar  contests,  represented 
themselves  as  the  only  real  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  stigmatized  their  opponents  as  a  mere  faction, 
obstinately  opposed  to  every  species  of  improvement. 
A  majority  of  the  Assembly  had  passed  some  decrees, 
which  the  democratic  party  strenuously  resisted,  and 
forty-three  of  its  members,  all  of  the  most  violent 
character,  had  protested  against  their  adoption.     It 
was  to  this  minority  that  the  French  minister  ad- 
dressed himself  to  procure  the  overthrow  of  the  con-«  Th.  x.  se. 
stitution.'  \^:  ^ 

At  a  public  dinner,  Delacroix,  after  a  number  of 
popular  toasts,  exclaimed,  with  a  glass  in  his  hand,  MeasurM 
"  Is  there  no  Batavian  who  will  plunge  a  poinard  into  ^^ 


the  constitution,  on  the  altar  of  his  country  ?"  Amidst  Directory 
the  fumes  of  wine,  and  the  riot  of  intoxication,  the  tionile  t^ 
plan  for  its  assassination  was  soon  adopted  y  and  its  ^^^' 
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CHAP,   execution  was  fixed  for  the  22d  January.     On  that 

XXVI  •  • 

'^  i^ght,  the  forty-three  deputies  who  had  signed  the 

1798.  protest  assembled  at  the  Hotel  of  Haarlem,  and  or- 
dered the  arrest  of  twentj-two  of  the  leading  depaiies 
of  the  Orange  party,  and  the  six  oommissiooers  of  fo- 
reign relations.  At  the  same  time  the  barriers  wore 
elosed;  the  national  guard  called  forth;  and  the 
French  troops,  headed  by  Joubert  and  Daendels,  in- 


Jan.  S9»     trusted  with  the  execution  of  the  order. 

was  fruitless ;  before  daybreak  those  arrested  were  all 
in  prison ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  Assembly,  early 
-in  the  morning,  met  in  the  hall  of  their  ddibeorations, 
where^  surrounded  by  troops,  and  under  the  dictation 
of  the  bayonet,  they  passed  decrees,  sanctioning  all 
that  had  been  done  in  the  night,  and  introducing  a 
new  form  of  government  on  the  model  of  that  already 
established  in  France.  By  this  conrtitution  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  provinces  were  entirely  abolished ;  the 
ancient  federal  union  superseded  by  a  republic,  one 
'  and  indivisible  ;  the  provincial  authorities  changed  into 
functionaries  emanating  from  the  central  government; 
a  Council  of  Ancients  and  a  Chamber  of  DqMities 
established,  in  imitation  of  those  at  Paris :  aiid  the 
executive  authority  confided  to  a  Directory  of  five 
members,  all  completely  in  the  interest  of  France. 
The  sitting  was  terminated  by  an  oath  of  hatred  to  the 
Stadtholder,  the  federal  system,  and  the  aristocracy : 
and  ten  deputies,  who  refused  to  take  it,  were  deprived 
of  their  seats  on  the  spot.  So  completely  was  the 
whole  done  under  the  terror  of  the  army,  that  Mme 
months  afterwards,  when  the  means  of  intimidatijoa 
I  j^^  ^  were  removed,  a  number  of  deputies  who  had  joined  in 
S81, 28S.    these  acts  of  usurpation  gave  in  th^  resignation,  and 

Ann.  Beg!  protested  against  the  part  they  had  been  eompelled  to 
1708, 80,    ^^  j^  ^jj^  transaction.^ 
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The  inhabitants  of  Holland  soon  discovered  that,  in   chap. 
the  porsoit  of  democratic  power,  they  had  lost  all  their 


ancient  liberties.  The  first  step  of  the  new  Directory  1793. 
vas  to  issue  a  proclamation,  strictly  forbidding*  under  tjwxwML 
severe  penalties,  all  petitions  from  corporate  bodies  or^^^^^^ 
assemblages  of  men,  and  declaring  that  none  would  ^<»7- 
be  received  but  from  insulated  individuals;  thereby 
extinguishing  the  national  voice  in  the  only  quarter 
where  it  could  make  itself  heard  in  a  serious  manner. 
All  the  public  functionaries  were  changed,  and  their 
otuations  filled  by  perscms  of  the  Jacobin  party ;  num- 
bers banished  or  proscribed ;  and,  under  the  pretext  of 
secoring  the  public  tranquillity,  domiciliary  visits  and 
arrests  multiplied  in  the  most  arbitrary  manner.  The 
individuaUi  suspected  of  a  leaning  to  the  adverse  party 
were  every  where  deprived  of  their  right  of  voting  in 
the  fMrimary  assemblies ;  and  finally,  to  complete  the 
destruction  of  all  the  privileges  of  the  people,  the  sit- 
ting  Assembly  passed  a  decree,  declaring  itself  the 
legislative  l)ody,  thereby  def«iving  the  inhabitants  o£ 
the  eleetien  of  their  representatives.  This  flagrant 
usurpation  excited  the  most  violent  discontents  in  the 
wtiole  country,  and  the  Directors  soon  became  as  ob* 
noxious  as  they  had  formerly  been  agreeable  to  the 
populace.  Alarmed  at  this  state  of  matters,  and  ap- 
ptehensive  lest  it  should  undermine  their  influence  in 
Holland,  the  French  Directory  enjoined  General  Daen- 
dels  to  take  military  possession  of  the  government* 
He  acccHrdingly  put  himself  at  the  head  of  two  con^ 
panics  of  graaadiers,  and  proceeded  to  the  palace  of 
the  Directory^  whore  one  member  was  seized,  while  May  4, 
two  resigned,  and  the  other  two  escaped.  A  provi*  ^^^' 
sional  government  was  immediately  formed,  consist- 
ing of  Daendels  and  two  associates,  all  entirely  in  the 
interest  of  France,  without  the  slightest  regard  to 
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CHAP,   the  wishes  of,  or  any  pretence  eyen  of  authority  fronni, 
^^^^'   the  people.     Thus  was  military  despotism  the  result 


1798.  of  revolutionary  changes  in  Holland,  as  it  had  been 
^  Ann.  Reg.  iu  France,  within  a  few  years  after  they  were  first 
86?^'jom.  coDimenced  amidst  the  general  transports  of  the  lower 
zi.  14, 15.  orders.^ 

Switzerland  was  the  next  object  of  the  ambitioD 
PoUticd  of  the  Directory.  The  seclusion  of  that  beautiful 
^UmL  country,  its  retirement  from  all  political  contests  for 
^•™*-  above  two  centuries,  the  perfect  neutrality  which  it 
had  maintained  between  all  the  contending  parties 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  the  indif- 
ference which  it  had  evinced  to  the  massacre  of  its  d- 
tizens  on  thef  10th  August,  could  not  save  it  from  the 
devouring  ambition  of  the  Parisian  enthusiasts.  As 
little,  it  must  be  owned  with  regret,  could  the  wisdom 
and  stability  of  its  institutions,  the  perfect  protection 
which  they  afforded  to  persons  and  property,  the  sim- 
ple character  of  its  inhabitants,  or  the  admirable  pros- 
perity which  they  had  enjoyed  for  above  five  centuries 
under  the  influence  of  the  existing  order  of  things, 
save  a  large  proportion  of  them  from  the  pemicioaB 
contagion  of  French  democracy. 

Switzerland,  as  all  the  world  knows,  comprises  the 

PhyBicai    undulating  level  surface  between  the  Alps  and  the 

dteao^tion  Jura,  watered  by  the  Lakes  of  Geneva  and  Neuf- 

land.         chatel,  and  stretching  from  the  !Rhone  to  the  Rhine, 

as  also  the  great  central  mass  of  mountains  which 

separates  it  from  the  plain  of  Lombardy,  and  \s 

bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Alps  of  Tyrol,  on  the 

west  by  those  of  Savoy.     The  great  stony  girdle  of 

the  globe  runs  through  its  whole  territory  from  east 

to  west,  and  branches  out  beyond  it  to  the  Pyrenean 

range,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Tyrol  and  Styriaa 
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Alps,  the  Carpathian  Mountains,  the  ranges  of  Epi-   chap. 
rus  and  Macedonia,  the  Caucasus,  Taurus,  and  Him-    ^^^^' 
alaja,  on  the  other.   The  average  height  of  this  moun-    1793, 
tain  range  when  it  passes  through  the  Swiss  territory 
is  ten  or  eleven  thousand  feet ;  but  in  some  places  it 
rises  to  an  elevation  much  more  considerable,  and  on 
the  snowy  summits  of  Mont  Blanc,  Monte  Rosa,  and 
the  Ortler  Spitz,  reaches  above  fifteen  thousand  feet. 

The  level  part  of  Switzerland  which  lies  between 
the  Alps  and  the  Jura,  more  closely,  perhaps,  than  Resem- 
any  other  part  of  Europe,  resembles  the  English  ^j'^^^*' 
plains.  There  are  the  same  rich  and  thickly  peopled  part  of  the 
fields;  the  same  smooth  ever-verdant  meadows ;  the  ^^^ 
same  prevalence  of  orchards,  gardens,  and  fruit-trees ; 
the  same  beautiful  hedgerow  timber ;  the  same  spread 
of  the  cottages  of  the  poor  in  fearless  security  at  a 
distance  from  the  villages.  In  Spain,  Portugal,  the 
greater  part  of  France  and  Germany,  and  even  in 
the  fertile  plains  of  Lombardy  and  Belgium,  the 
peasantry  all  live  in  the  villages;  the  intermedi- 
ate country,  though  parcelled  into  many  diflPerent 
estates  or  farms,  presents  only  an  unvarying  culti- 
vated surface ;  and  the  wearied  swains  are  to  be  seen 
in  the  evening  returning  seated  on  their  horses,  often 
four  or  five  miles  from  the  scene  of  their  dailv  toiL 
Experienced  ini^curity  has  introduced  this  custom, 
and  compelled  the  cultivators,  as  the  only  mode  of 
safety,  to  take  refuge  in  walled  villages  and  the 
shelter  of  mutual  protection.  But  in  Switzerland, 
equally  with  England,  the  long-established  blessings 
of  freedom  and  universal  security  of  property  have 
relaxed  this  inconvenient  system,  which  at  once 
adds  so  much  to  the  labour  of  the  husbandman  and  ^  Penonai 
takes  away  so  much  from  the  beauty  of  his  fields.^     tion. 

VOL.  III.  .  P  p 
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CHAP.       It  has  diffused  the  cottages  of  the  agricalturists 
^^^^'   over  the  whole  country,  in  the  centre  of  their  little 


1798.  fanns  or  estates.  The  wants  of  their  families  in 
cynuMof  these  separate  dwellings,  or  the  markets  in  the 
^pecu-  neighbouring  towns,  have  led  to  the  multiplication  of 
cattle,  the  formation  of  orchards,  the  tending  of  gar- 
dens, the  enclosing  of  fields,  and  the  planting  of 
hedgerow  timber.  The  charm  which  an  English- 
man feels  in  the  contemplation  of  such  scenery  is  not 
derived  merely  from  its  inherent  amenity ;  it  is  allied 
to  moral  influences,  it  springs  from  political  bles- 
sings. It  recalls  the  home  of  infancy,  the  paradise 
of  youth,  the  scene  of  domestic  love,  the  hearth  of 
filial  affection,  the  first  opening  of  life,  when  its  sun- 
shine was  felt  unclouded  by  its  shade.  It  bespeaks 
a  country  in  which  these  blessings,  the  choicest  gifts 
of  Heaven,  have  been  for  many  ages  securely  enjoyed 
by  the  people ;  in  which  the  vices  and  ambitions  of 
cities  have  not  yet  corrupted  those  little  nurseries  of 
virtuous  feeling;  and  in  which  all  the  changes  of 
time  have  not  been  able  to  affect  those  fountains  of 
happiness  and  patriotism  which  spring  at  once  from 
the  influences  of  nature. 

The  most  ardent  imagination,  fraught  with  the 
Extraopdi.  richest  stores  of  poetical  imagery,  can  conceive  no- 
^lyi^uty thing  approaching  to  the  beauty  f)f  the  mountain 
mountaiii   sceuerv  of  Switzerland.     Presentinsr  often  in  a  sinrie 

reffion  o  c 

landscape  every  gradation  of  vegetation,  from  the 
saxifrages  and  mosses  which  nestle  in  crevices  of 
rocks  on  the  verge  of  perpetual  snow,  to  the  olive, 
the  vine,  sometimes  even  the  orange  tree  and  citron, 
which  flourish  amidst  the  balmy  breezes  of  the  Me* 
diterranean  sea,  it  exhibits  the  varied  features  which 
*  characterize  similar  lofty  ranges  in  other  parts  of  the 
world ;  but  to  them  it  has  added  a  charm  which  is 
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peculiarly  its  own.     This  is  found  in  the  number,  the    chap. 
industry,  and  the  general  wellbeing  of  the  peasantry.   ^^^^' 


Much  as  this  interesting  addition  to  natural  beauty    1793. 
is  to  be  found  in  Alpine  regions  in  many  parts  of 
the  world,  it  is  nowhere  exhibited  in  such  perfection 
as  among  the  mountains  of  Switzerland.     The  uni- 
versal possession  of  landed  property  by  the  cultiva- 
tors has  diffused  the  efforts  of  industry  and  the  charm 
of  cultivated  scenery  into  the  wildest  recesses  of  sa- 
vage nature.     The  smiling  cottage,  the  shaven  green, 
the  flowering  orchard,  are  to  be  seen  on  the  verge  of 
perpetual  desolation ;  the  glacier  bounds  the  corn- 
field ;  the  meadow  is  carved  out  of  the  rocks ;  and, 
by  a  peculiarity  which  belongs  only  to  Helvetia,  the «  pewonai 
extremes  of  sterility  and  riches,  of  amenity  and  gran-  ^^^^^' 
dear,  of  beauty  and  sublimity,  are  brought  into  close  Maite- 
proximity  with  each  other.^  97/iU.  * 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Switzerland  feel,  in  its 
full  force,  the  unequalled  charms  of  the*  country  of  singular 
their  birth,  need  be  told  to  none,  who  have  witnessed  ^e*arts**fn 
the  tears  which  in  distant  lands  any  of  their  beauti- po^wy- 
ful  Ranz-des-vaches  bring  into  the  eyes  of  the  Swiss ;  sceneiy. 
or  who  know  of  the  Maladie-du-pays,  which  so  often 
in  mature  life  compels  those  who  have  strayed  from 
them,  in  quest  of  fortune  or  subsistence,  to  return  to 
their  native  valleys.    Yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  these 
exquisite  features  have  never  inspired  the  soul  either 
of  a  poet  or  a  painter.  No  artist  has  ever  transferred 
to  canvas  the  sunsetting  on  the  Jungfrauhorn,  as  seen 
from  Interlaken,  or  the  glow  of  evening  on  Mont 
Blanc,  as  it  is  daily  presented  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Geneva,  or  the  awful  sublimity  of  the  Lake  of  Uri, 
80  well  known  to  all  who  have  visited  the  Forest 
Cantons.     No  Swiss  Salvator  has  sought  inspiration 
amidst  the  savage  grandeur  of  its  rocks  and  cataracts ; 
no  Helvetian  Claude  dipped  his  pencil  in  th^  hues  of 
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CHAP,   heaven,  in  portraying  its  sansets.     What  is  still  more 
^^^^'   remarkable,  these  enchanting  features  have  never  in- 


1798  spired  the  soul  of  poetry,  or  attracted  its  powers  to 
their  description.  Scotland  can  boast  a  Scott  who  has 
immortalized  its  mountains ;  Ireland,  a  Moore,  who 
has  breathed  the  lyric  spirit  over  its  glens ;  England 
a  Thomson  and  a  Cowper,  who  have  portrayed 
with  fervent  animation  its  unobtrusive  charms.  But 
though  the  Swiss  soil  has  not  been  deficient  in  the 
poetic  spirit,  as  the  genius  of  Gessner  and  Zimmer- 
man can  testify,  no  great  works  of  imagination  have 
been  dedicated  to  the  beauty  of  the  Alps.  Cole- 
ridge's noble  Ode  to  Mont  Blanc  contains  more  true 
poetry  on  the  subject,  than  the  whole  Oerman  and 
French  literature  can  boast.  Perhaps  their  unequaUed 
grandeur  has  overwhelmed  the  mind  even  of  the 
most  fervent  worshippers  of  Nature :  perhaps  the 
peculiar  charms  of  their  scenery,  in  which,  as  in  all 
the  works  of  Nature,  the  most  exquisite  finishing  in 
detail,  is  combined  with  the  most  perfect  genenditj 
*  of  efiect,  has  deterred  others  from  a  difficulty,  to  be 
conquered  only  by  the  greatest  genius,  guiding  the 
most  resolute  perseverance,  and  apparently  alto- 
gether beyond  the  reach  of  the  wealth-seeking 
spirit  of  modem  art. 

One  great  beauty  of  Switzerland,  as  of  all  coon- 
GndAtions  trios  Containing  ranges  of  mountains .  of  a  similar 
tionlJtoe  ^^^'^ti^^?  is  to  be  found  in  the  different  gradations 
Alps.        of  vegetable  life  which  are  to  be  met  with,  from 
their  feet  to  their  summit ;  exhibiting  thus,  in  the 
distance  often  of  a  few  miles,  an  epitome  of  Nature, 
from  the  borders  of  the  torrid  to  those  of  the  frozen 
zone.     On  the  southern  side  of  the  Alps,  on  the  en- 
chanting banks  of  the  Italian  lakes.  Nature  appears 
in  her  loveliest  aspect;  the  harsher  features  of  the 
rocky  hills  are  covered  with  an  ever-verdant  foliage : 
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the  vine  and  the  olive  flourish  on  their  smiling   chap. 

shores ;  numerous  white  villages,  with  elegant  spires, '_ 

attest  both  the  number  and  well-being  of  the  inha-    1798. 
bitants ;  and  the  unruffled  waters  reflect  at  once  the 
peopled  cliffs  and  unclouded  heaven.     Higher  up, 
the  woody  region  begins ;  huge  sweet  chesnuts  inter- 
lace their  boughs,  amidst  detached  masses  of  rock ; 
closely  shaven  meadows  indicate  the  commencement 
of  the  pastoral  zone,  but  rich  orchards  flourish  in  1  penonti 
sheltered  spots,  and  noble  woods  of  beech,  oak,  and  ^^'^ 
birch,  still  clothe  the  mountain  sides.^ 

Above  this,  succeeds  the  region  of  the  fir  and  the 
larch;  the  lofty  cliffs  are  fringed  to  their  summit  The  woody 
with  pines,  the  sombre  hue  of  which  contrasts  with  S^*Jjf^ 
their  lighter  tints ;  wildness  and  grandeur  form  the  8^<»>'- 
general  character  of  nature;  but  numetous  spires 
are  to  be  seen  amidst  the  recesses  of  the  forest,  and 
wherever  a  level  spot  is  to  be  found,  the  green  mea- 
dow, and  wood-built  cottage,  bespeak  the  residence 
of  industrious  and  happy  man.     Higher  still  the 
woody  region  disappears ;  a  few  stunted  pines  alone 
cast  their  roots  in  a  sterile  soil ;  the  rocks  are  inter^ 
spersed  with  cold   and    desolate  pastures,   where, 
during  a  few  months  of  summer  only,  the  herds, 
driven  up  from  the  valleys  beneath,  find  a  scanty 
subsistence,   while    in    the   loftier  parts,   frequent 
streaks  of  snow  indicate,  even  in  the  heats  of  the 
dog-<lays,  the  approach  to  the  region  of  perpetual 
congelation.    Highest  of  all  a  silver  mantle  of  snow 
is  spread  over  gigantic  piles  of  bare  rock,  and  sharp 
pinnacles  of  dazzling  brightness  shoot  up  into  the  t  Penonai 
deep  blue  vault  of  heaven.'     It  never  rains  in  these  ^^^^ 
lofty  regions;  the  frequent  clouds  descend  only  in 
snowy  showers,  which  unceasingly  add  to  the  ever- 
lasting shroud  of  the  mountain ;  and  when  the  mists 
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CHAP,    roll  away,  and  the  atmosphere  becomes  serene,  a 

'_  fresh  covering  of  virgin  purity  ever  reflects  back  the 

1798.    bright  but  powerless  rays  of  the  sun. 

Another  of  the  chief  natural  beauties  of  Switzer* 
Lakes  of  land  cousists  in  the  number,  variety,  and  historical 
land.  recollections  of  its  lakes.  First  in  interest,  though 
not  in  romantic  beauty,  is  the  Leman  Lake,  in  whose 
glassy  bosom  the  peaks  of  Mont  Blanc^and  the  rocks 
of  Meillerie  are  perpetually  reflected,  but  which,  de- 
rives a  yet  higher  interest  from  the  associations  with 
which  it  is  connected :  for  there  Csesar  began  his  great 
career,  and  Rousseau  dreamt  of  ideal  innocence,  and 
Voltaire  combated  in  the  cause  of  humanity,*  and 
Gibbon  concluded  his  immortal  work.  The  Lakes 
of  Neufchatel  and  Bienne, — of  Thun  and  Brientz, 
— of  Zurich  and  Zug, — of  Constance  and  of  Wallen- 
stadt,  exhibit  scenes  of  varied  yet  surpassing  love- 
liness, sometimes  spreading  amidst  wide  and  smiling 
expanses  of  woods,  villages,  and  corn-fields,  at  others 
contracting  into  narrow  shut-in  scenes,  or  overhang 
by  lofty  pine-clads  clifi^.  But  all  must  yield  in 
varied  beauty,  savage  grandeur,  and  historic  interest, 
to  the  Lake  of  Lucerne ;  for  on  its  banks  are  to  be 
found  the  field  of  Rutli, — ^the  chapel  of  Tell, — ^the 
Plain  of  Morgarten ;  and  at  its  upper  extremity,  in 
the  cradle  of  Swiss  independence,  is  to  be  seen  in 
^  Penonai  the  Lake  of  Uri,  the  sublimest  specimen  of  Euro- 
tton.         ^ean  scenery.* 

Although  Mount  St  Oothard  is  far  from  being  the 
highest  mountain  in  Switzerland,-}-  yet  it  is  the  cen- 

*  Would  that  he  had  never  combated  in  any  less  worthy  caose ! 

t  Its  highest  summits  are  only  11,260  feet  high,  whereas  Mpnt  Blinc 
is  15,780  feet,  Monte  Bosa  16,486,  and  Ortler  Spits,  in  the  Grisons, 
14,380.  The  summit  of  the  Pass  of  the  St  Gothard  is  6380  feet.— £&«A 
Manuel  d6  Vcyagei  en  Suiue,  i.  319,  and  ii.  21 1, 503.  An  inch,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  is  to  be  added  to  French  feet  in  taming  them  into  English. 
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tral  point  of  its  vast  chains,  and  several  of  the  sreatest  chap. 

•       •  •         •  XXYI 

rivers  of  Europe  take  their  rise  from  its  sides.     To  * 


the  east  the  Rhine  descends  down  the  cold  pastoral    1798. 
valley  below  Disentis,  and  winds  its  way  through  Gnat  oen- 
the  solitudes  of  the  Grisons  to  the  German  plains  :  ^fthfsiT 
on  the  west  the  Rhone  springs  at  once  a  mighty  ^*'>»d' 
stream  from  the  huge  and  glittering  glacier  which 
bears  its  name  :  on  the  north  the  Reuss  descends  in 
a  headlong  impetuous  torrent  through  the  valley  of 
ScboUenen  to  the  lake  of  Uri,  and  finds  its  way  at 
last,  mingled  with  the  Rhone,  to  the  German  Ocean ; 
while  to  the  south,  the  Tessino,  issuing  from  the 
snowy  summit  of  the  pass  by  which  the  traveller 
crosses  into  Italy,  is  rapidly  swelled  by  the  torrents 
from  the  adjoining  glaciers,  forces  its  way  in  a  raging 
torrent  through  the  rocks  of  Faido,  and  is  already  a 
noble  stream  when  it  swells  into  the  lovely  expanse 
of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  ere  it  rolls  its  tributary  waters 
to  the  Po.     Thus,  in  every  contest  for  the  possession 
of  Switzerland,  the  principal  efforts  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  have  always  been  directed  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  St  Gothard ;  not  only  from  its  containing 
an  important  pass  over  the  Alps  into  Italy,  but  from 
its  forming  the  great  central  mountain  mass  from 
which  the  chief  rivers  of  the  country  took  their  rise, 
and  by  the  possession  of  which  their  upper  valleys  ^  Penooii 
might  be  turned.^  J^- 

To  those  who,  for  the  first  time,  come  in  sight  of 
the  Alps  either  from  the  lofty  ridge  of  the  Jura,*  ^wtt  late- 
the  level  expanse  of  Lombardy,  or  the  swelling  hills  in  the  a^. 
of  Swabia,  they  present  the  appearance  of  a  crowd 

*  The  view  of  Mont  Blanc  and  the  Alps  of  Savoy  from  the  Jura^ 
where  the  road  from  Dole  to  Geneva  traverses  its  summit,  is  by  far  the 
finest  distant  view  of  the  Alps,  and,  if  seen  in  a  clear  day,  presents  the 
most  superb  panoramic  scene  in  Europe. 
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CHAP,   of  rugged  and  inaccessible  peaks,  tossed  together  in 
^^^^'   such  wild  confusion,  and  so  closely  jammed  together. 


1708.  ^  to  render  it  equally  impossible  to  attempt  to 
classify,  or  find  a  passage  through  them.  But  in 
reality  this  immense  mass  of  mountains^  little  less, 
in  the  Swiss  territories  alone,  than  two  hundred  miles 
long  by  eighty  to  an  hundred  broad,  is  penetrated 
over  its  whole  breadth  by  three  great  valleys,  run- 
ning from  east  to  west,  athwart  the  range  as  it  were, 
and  which,  if  the  attention  is  fixed  on  them,  render 
its  geography  a  matter  of  very  easy  apprehension. 
The  first  of  these  valleys  is  that  of  the  Rhone, 
vaUeji  of  which.  Commencing  with  the  snowy  summit  of  the 
the^^e,  Fiirca,  the  western  front  of  the  St  Gothard,  runs 
Md  the  nearly  due  west  between  lofty  ranges  of  mountains 
for  seventy  miles,  in  a  valley  seldom  more  than  two 
miles  broad,  and  then  turning  sharp  to  the  north, 
meets  at  Martigny,  the  eastern  ridge  of  Mont  Blanc, 
and  flows  down  to  the  lake  of  Geneva.  The  second 
is  that  of  the  Rhine,  which,  descending  from  its 
double  source  in  the  glacier  of  the  Hinter  Rhin 
and  the  eastern  slope  of  the  St  Gothard  at  Disentis, 
unites  both  streams  at  Reichenau  in  the  Grisons,  and 
flows  through  a  broader  valley,  sometimes  six  or 
seven  miles  broad  between  the  Alps  of  Glarus  and 
those  of  the  Grisons,  until,  after  a  mountain  course 
of  seventy  miles,  it  spreads  out  into  the  broad  ex- 
panse of  the  Lake  of  Constance,  beyond  the  utmost 
verge  of  the  hills.  Thus,  these  two  great  valleys, 
uniting  in  the  lofty  plateau  of  the  St  Gothard  as  their 
common  centre,  traverse  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Swiss  territory  from  east  to  west.  The  third  great 
valley  of  the  Alps  is  that  of  the  Inn,  which,  taking 
its  rise  in  the  lofty  and  desolate  mountains  of  the 
Upper  Engadine,  in  the  Grisons,  a  little  to  the  south- 
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east  of  the  source  of  the  Hinter  Rhin,  runs  in  a   chap. 

north-eastern  direction  in  a  valley  varying  from  one ^ 

to  six  miles  in  hreadth,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  two    1798. 
hundred  miles  through  the   mountains,  till,  after  1  Personal 
washing  the  ramparts  of  Innspruck,  it  issues  into^^'^" 
the  Bavarian  plains  under  the  towers  of  Kuffstein.^ 

Generally  speaking,  the  range  of  Alps  which 
separates  the  valleys  of  the  Rhone,  from  the  Italian  Monnuins 
plains,  is  higher  than  that  which  intervenes  he-2del!ft^ 
tween  them  and  the  level  country  in  the  north  of  ^^•y^ 
Switzerland  ;  and,  accordingly,  all  the  passes  by 
which  the  Alps  are  crossed,  the  St  Bernard,  the 
Simplon,  the  St  Gothard,  the  Splugen,  the  Bem- 
hardin,  the  Albula,  the  Monte  Selvio,  and  the  Bren- 
ner, lie  to  the  south  of  these  valleys.  This  pro- 
digious snowy  range,  comprising  Mont  Blanc,  the 
Great  St  Bernard,  Monte  Rosa,  the  St  Oothard,  the 
Ortler  Spitz,  and  the  Alps  of  the  Orisons,  is  pierced 
on  either  side  of  its  crest  by  a  series  of  lateral  valleys, 
the  waters  of  which,  to  the  north,  descend  through 
pine  clad  ravines  till  they  are  intercepted  by  the  course 
of  the  Rhine  and  the  Rhone,  into  which  they  fall  at 
right  angles,  while  those  to  the  south,  after  travers- 
ing narrow  vales,  overshadowed  by  rich  walnuts  and 
umbrageous  chesnuts,  all  swell  the  waters  of  the  Po. 
But  although  this  is  the  great  geographical  division 
of  the  country,  yet,  to  the  north  of  the  Rhine  and 
Rhone,  some  of  the  most  stupendous  and  interesting 
of  the  Alps,  embracing  the  Jungfrauhom,  Wether- 
horn,  Eiger,  and  Titlis,  are  situated ;  and  it  is 
among  their  recesses  that  the  cradles  of  Swiss  inde-*Penonai 

obter 
tioa. 


pendence  and  the  most  interesting  specimens  of  Swiss  ^***'^^ 


civilization,  are  to  be  found. 

The  noble  chaussees,  fifst  projected  and  executed 
by  Napoleon,  and  since  imitated  with  such  success 
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cjSAP.   by  the  Swiss  and  Austrian  governments,  which  now 
^^^^  traverse  the  Alps  by  seven  different  passes,  all  easy 


1798.    for  carriages,*  were  at  the  period  of  the  French  in- 
oenerai     vasiou  unknown.     One  road  alone,  from  Germany 
^^i^We  ^^^  Italy,  viz.,  that  by  the  Brenner,  the  height  of 
roada        which  was  4300  feet,  was  practicable  at  all  seasons 
e^JSy  at  of  the  year  for  artillery  carriages ;  the  whole  roads 
thia  period,  {j^om  France  into  Italy  crossed  the  Alps  by  mere 
mountain  paths,  altogether  impracticable  for  artillery, 
and  in  great  part  sufficiently  difficult  for  horsemen 
or  foot  soldiers.     Carriages  were  taken  down  before 
commencing  the  ascent  of  Mont  Cenis  on  the  French 
side,  and  put  together  again  at  Susa  on  the  Italian; 
the  passages  of  the  Great  and  Little  St  Bernard's 
were  the  same  rude  bridle  roads  which  they  had 
been  since  the  days  of  Hannibal ;  the  Simplon  could 
be  passed  only  by  a  break-neck  path,  ascending  the 
ravine  on  the  northern  side,  barely  accessible  to  ac- 
tive travellers;  the  St  Gothard  was  crossed  by  a 
rude  mountain  road  impracticable  for  artillery ;  the 
roads  over  the  Bernhardin,  the  Splugen,  the  Albula, 
the  Monte  Selvio,  were  only  difficult  paths  which 
horsemen  could  scarcely  surmount,  and  carriages 
never  thought  of  attempting.     Thus,  although  the 
level  part  of  Switzerland,  lying  between  the  Jura 
and  the  Alps,  was  wholly  defenceless,  and  it  had  no 
fortresses  worthy  of  the  name  to  arrest  the  invader's 
progress;  yet  when  the  plain  was  passed  and  the 
mountains  reached,  a  most  formidable  warfare  awaited 
him ;  for  there  were  to  be  found  rugged  dells,  ac- 
cessible only  by  narrow  straits  impracticable  for  ar- 
1  penonti  tiUery,  and  a  numerous  sturdy  population  of  freemen 
obMTva-     to  defend  the  homes  of  simple  virtue.^ 

*  Viz.,  the  Mont  Cenis,  the  Simplon^  the  St  Gothazd,  the  Splugen, 
Bernhardin,  the  Bie&ner,  and  the  Monte  Seltio. 
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In  ancient  times  Helvetia  was  inhabited  by  fierce    chap. 

and  savage  tribes,  whom  all  the  might  of  the  legions ]_ 

for  long  had  failed  in  subduing.     Like  the  Cauca-    1798. 
sians  or  Affghans  in  modem  days,  the  inhabitants  of  saTi^e 
the  Alps  maintained  a  rude  and  savage  independence,  swUier- 
onmolested  in  their  inaccessible  rocks  and  thickets,  i?"^*^*J« 

,  time  of  the 

and  acknowledging  little  more  than  a  nominal  sub-  Ronums. 
jection  to  the  government  of  the  Capitol.     In  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  great  highways  over  the  Great 
St  Bernard,  Mont  Cenis,  and  the  Brenner,  indeed 
order,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Russian  stations  on  the 
Caucasus,  was  tolerably  preserved;  but  in  the  re- 
moter valleys  the  people  were  still  independent :  it 
was  not  till  the  time  of  Augustus  that  Drusus,  by  the 
aid  of  two  powerful  armies,  effected  the  subjugation 
of  the  savage  mountaineers  of  the  Rhaetian  and 
Julian  Alps,  and  the  son  of  the  emperor  was  proud 
of  the  trophy  on  which  the  name  of  four-and-twenty 
tribes,  subjugated  by  his  arms,  were  enumerated. 
Even  under  the  Emperors  the  interior  of  the  moun- 
tains was   almost  unexplored;   the  source  of  the 
Rhine  was  unknown ;  and  in  the  prevailing  fable  that 
the  Rhone  took  its  rise  in  the  most  hidden  parts  of 
the  earth  between  the  pillars  of  the  sun,  the  modem 
traveller  recognises  with  interest  the  glittering  pile 
of  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone,  which,  when  seen  through '  Tehocke, 
the  dark  pine  forests,  by  which  alone  it  can  be  ap-  N^ltio^  ^ 
proached  from  the  lower  part  of  the  valleys,  might  |j^ij?J* 
with  little  effort  of  imagination  have  given  rise  to  Nat.  iii. 
that  popular  belief.^  ^  ^' 

It  is  to  the  industry  and  perseverance  of  the  Gothic 
race,  who,  on  the  overthrow  of  the  Roman  empire,  STioe^' 
penetrated  into  the  Alpine  recesses,  that  the  first  ef-  ^^^ 
fectual  cultivation  of  the  Swiss  valleys  is  to  be  as-hoasesin 
cribed.     The  castles  of  the  nobles  were  generally  situ-  cSSJ^SSn. 
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CHAP,   ated  at  the  entrance  of  the  mountauus,  and  they  held 
^^^^'   large  portions  of  the  level  country ;  bat  it  was  the 


179B.  indulgent  rule  and  beneficent  activity  of  the  mcwks 
and  bishops  which  penetrated  the  mountain  straits, 
and  settled  in  the  narrow  glens  of  Helvetiad  a  strenu- 
ous, peaceable,  and  industrious  population.  It  was 
Religion  which  spread  its  aegis  over  these  savage 
wilds,  and  first  converted  the  fierce  shepherds  and 
huntsmen  of  the  Alps  into  industrious  and  peaceable 
citizens.  At  Sion  and  St  Maurice  in  the  Vallais,  St 
Gall,  the  Abbey  of  Einsilden,  Zurich,  Lucerne,  the 
Abbey  of  Engelberg,  at  the  foot  of  the  Titlis,  and 
indeed  in  every  part  of  the  Alps,  it  was  on  the  eccle- 
siastical estates  that  the  first  symptoms  of  agricultural 
improvement  were  to  be  seen,  and  the  first  habits  of 
regular  industry  acquired.  So  widely  had  those  hal»t8 
spread,  and  so  considerable  was  the  number  of  strenu- 
ous cultivators,  who  had  carved  out  small  estates  for 
themselves  out  of  the  forests  and  rugged  slopes  of 
the  interior  of  the  mountains,  that  Switzerland  was 
already  a  country  of  little  proprietors,  when  the  au- 
thority of  the  House  of  Austria  was  thrown  off  by  the 
efforts  of  William  Tell ;  and  revolution  there,  as  after- 
wards in  America,  was  deprived  of  its  most  danger- 
'  pianu's  ^^^  qualities  by  taking  place  among  a  simple  unoHr- 
switser-  rupted  people,  already  for  the  most  part  proprietors 
113,'isB.  '  of  the  land  which  they  cultivated.* 

If  it  be  true,  as  has  been  beautifully  said  (and  few 
immenM  ^^^  kuow  mankind  will  doubt  it),  that  wherever  you 
biwsingB  see  a  bird-cage  in  a  window,  or  a  flower  in  a  garden, 
by  the  dif-  you  are  sure  the  inmates  are  wiser  and  better  than 
Jj^^^^^ their  neighbours,  there  are  few  countries,  in  which 
the  pear  there  are  so  many  wise  and  good  men  as  in  Switzer- 
land. In  truth,  of  all  the  many  charms  of  that  delight- 
ful country,  there  is  none  so  universal  and  interesting 
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as  the  general  wellbeing  and  comfort  of  tbe  people,   chap. 


XXVI. 


To  assert,  indeed,  that  poverty  is  unknown  in  that 
land  of  freedom,  is  to  assert  what  never  has  and  never    1798. 
will  obtain  among  mankind.     Doubtless  vice,  folly, 
and  misfortune  produce  the  same  effects  there  as  else- 
where in  the  world ;  and  an  indigent  population  in  a 
territory  so  contracted  has  in  some  places  arisen  from 
the  occupation  of  all  the  land  susceptible  of  cultivation, 
and  the  fluctuations  of  the  manufactures  on  which  a 
part  of  the  population  has  come  to  depend.     But,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  the  condition  of  the  people  is  com- 
fortable ;  in  many  places,  as  the  Forest  Cantons  and 
the  borders  of  the  Lake  of  Zurich,  in  Appenzell  and 
the  Pays  de  V and,  affluent  beyond  any  other  peasantry 
in  Europe.     The  white-washed  cottages,  with  their 
green  doors  and  window-shutters,  their  smiling  gar- 
dens and  flowering  orchards,  the  well-clad  figures  of 
the  inhabitants,  their  frequent  herds  and  flocks,  be- 
speak, iu  language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that  gene- 
ral wellbeing  which  is  the  result  only  of  land  honestly 
acquired,  and  virtuous  habits  generally  diffused.     So 
dense  is  the  population  in  some  districts,  that  in  five 
parishes  and  two  villages  on  the  Lake  of  Zurich  there 
are  only  1 0,400  acres  under  cultivation  of  every  soil, 
&nd  8498  souls,  being  scarce  an  acre  and  a  quarter  to 
each  individual ;  yet  in  no  part  of  the  world  is  such 
general  comfort  conspicuous  among  the  people :   an  i  code's 
example,  among  the  many  others  which  history  af-j^*"*^^^ 
fords,  of  the  great  truth,  that  it  is  vice  or  oppression  luymond'a 
which  induces  a  miserable  population,  and  that  nOi.lo6. 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  greatest  incr^tse  ^^  ^ 
in  the  numbers  of  mankind,  if  they  are  justly  governed  Alison  on 
and  influenced  by  virtuous  habits.*  11^3^.^"' 

Of  all  the  European  governments  Switzerland  was 
the  one  the  weight  of  which  was  least  felt  by  the 
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CHAP,   people.    Economy,  justice^  and  moderation,  were  the 
^^^'   bases  of  its  administration,  and  the  federal  nnion  by 


2798.  which  the  different  cantons  of  which  it  was  composed 
were  held  together,  seemed  to  have  no  other  object 
than  to  secure  their  common  independence.  Taxed 
were  almost  unknown,  property  was  perfectly  secure, 
and  the  expenses  of  government  incredibly  small. 
The  military  strength  of  the  state  consisted  in  the 
militia  of  the  different  cantons,  which,  though  formi- 
dable, if  united  and  led  by  chiefs  well  skilled  in  the 
difficult  art  of  mountain  warfare,  was  little  qualified 
to  maintain  a  protracted  struggle  with  the  vast  forces 
which  the  neighbouring  powers  had  now  brought  into 
the  field.  The  constitutions  of  the  cantons  were 
various.  In  some,  as  the  Forest  Cantons,  highly 
democratical ;  in  others,  as  in  Berne,  essentially  aris- 
tocratic; but  in  all,  the  great  objects  of  govern- 
ment, security  to  persons  and  property,  freedom  in 
life  and  religion,  were  attained,  and  the  aspect  of  the 
population  exhibited  a  degree  of  wellbeing  unpar- 
alleled in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  travel- 
ler was  never  weary  of  admiring,  on  the  sunny  mar* 
gin  of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  on  the  vine-clad  hills  of  the 
Leman  sea,  in  the  smiling  fields  of  Appenzell,  in  the 
romantic  valleys  of  Berne,  and  the  lovely  receives  of 
Underwalden — ^the  beautiful  cottages,  the  property  of 
their  inhabitants,  where  industry  had  accumulated  its 
fruits,  and  art  often  spread  its  elegances,  and  virtue 
*  Jom.  z.  had  diffused  its  contentment ;  and  where,  amidst  the 
jy^^  i, '    savage  magnificence  of  nature,  a  nearer  approach  ap- 

iw^nri    P^ft^^  *o  ^s-vo  been  made  to  the  simplicity  of  the 
obBerva-     goldou  ago  than  in  any  other  quarter  of  the  civilized 

tion.  1    r     1 

globe. 

The  physical  resources  of   Switzerland,  at  this 
period,  were  far  from  being  considerable.     The  thin- 
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teen  cantons  into  which  the  confederacy  was  then   <3HAP. 
divided,  contained  in  all  only  1,347,000  inhabitants,   ' 


and  the  contingents  fixed  in  1668,  of  soldiers  to  be    1798. 
famished  by  each  canton  was  only  9600  men.     Now,  statistics 
since  nine  more  cantons  have  been  added,  the  popu-*^*^*®^'** 
lation  is  2,188,000,  and  the  contingents  of  armed 
men  amount,  in  all,  to  33,758  men.    Even  the  largest 
of  these  numbers  must  appear  Lilliputian  beside  the 
colossal  armies  of  France  and  Qermany,  with  which 
they  were  environed  on  all  sides ;  and  such  as  they 
were,  they  were  not  regular  troops,  but  militia,  which 
the  state  was  bound  only  to  make  forthcoming  in  the 
event  of  a  war.     A  reserve,  existed,  however,  of 
equal  strength,  and  if  invaded,  Switzerland  could 
even  then  bring  100,000  militia  into  the  field.     The 
pubUc  revenues  of  the^hole  confederacy  now  amount 
only  to  14,000,000  francs,  or  L.470,000  a-year,  and  in 
1798  the  thirteen  cantons  could  not  boast  of  more 
than  L.260,000.     It  was  neither  in  its  regular  army 
nor  its  national  income  that  the  strength  of  the  Swiss 
Confederacy  was  to  be  found,  but  in  the  strength  of 
the  country,  the  courage  and  hardihood  of  the  people, 
their  universal  acquaintance  with  the  use  of  arms,  1  Maite- 
their  unchangeable  public  spirit,  and  the  halo  of  glory  f^*  ^^' 
which  centuries  of  victory  had  bequeathed  to  their  cow,  i». 
arms.* 

For  many  ages  the  Swiss  infantry  were  universally 
reckoned  the  first  in  Europe.  They  were,  literally  Their  grwrt 
speaking,  believed  to  be  invincible.  The  victories  of  ™p^^^on. 
Morgarten,  Laupen,  and  Naefels  over  the  Austrians, 
and  the  still  more  marvellous  triumphs  of  Grancon, 
Morat,  Nancy,  and  Vercelli,  over  Charles  the  Bold 
and  the  chivalry  of  France,  had  rendered  it  evident 
that  they  had  discovered  the  secret  of  resisting  with 
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CHAP,   success  even  the  most  powerful  cayalry  of  modem 
[_  Europe,  and  that  their  serried  columns,  like  the  Ma- 


1798.  cedonian  phalanx,  were  impenetrable  even  to  the 
steel-clad  gendarmerie  of  the  feudal  barons.  The  ulti- 
mate success  of  Francis  I.  against  these  terrible  bands 
on  the  bloody  field  of  Marignan  had  scarcely  weak- 
ened their  reputation :  for  that  could  scarce  be  called 
an  overthrow,  in  which  the  victors  had  been  brought 
into  nearly  as  great  straits  as  the  vanquished,  and 
which  the  Royal  Conqueror  himself  had  called  a  strife 
of  giants,  beside  which  all  other  battles  were  child's 
'  play.  Subsequently  they  had  been  less  heard  of  in 
the  fields  of  European  fame,  partly  because  the  Con- 
federacy itself  preserved  a  cautious  neutrality,  and  the 
exploits  of  the  mercenary  bands  which  they  lent  out 
to  all  belligerent  states  were  lost  in  the  crowd  of  nur 
tive  soldiers  among  whom  they  served ;  partly  be- 
cause their  loud,  and  often  ill-timed,  demands  for 
their  pay,  rendered  them  an  object  of  disquietude  to 
those  governments  of  Europe,  so  numerous  in  the 
last  two  centuries,  whose  thirst  for  conquest  was 
stronger  than  their  inclination  or  ability  to  remune- 
rate the  conquerors.  But,  still  their  warlike  spirit 
and  prowess  had  not  declined :  when  brought  into 
action,  they  had  always  evinced  the  steadiness  and 
valour  for  which  their  ancestors  had  been  so  famous ; 
and  their  recent  glorious  stand  for  the  monarchy  of 
Louis  in  the  Place  of  the  Carousel,  had  demon- 
strated that,  in  th^  noblest  of  military  virtues,  fide- 
lity to  their  colours  in  misfortune,  they  never  had 
been  surpassed  by  any  troops  in  ancient  or  modern 
times. 

Such  indeed  were  the  military  resources  of  the 
Swiss,  and  the  magnitude  of  their  reputation,  that  it 
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i^  more  than  doubtful  whether,  if  they  had  been  united 
among  each  other,  they  could  have  been  subjugated 
even  by  the  whole  military  power  of  France,  at  least 
without  such  a  serious  and  protracted  contest  as  would 
infallibly  have  brought  the  standards  of  Austria  to 
their  aid.  But  that  which  the  French  bayonets 
probably  could  not  have  effected,  French  propagan- 
dism  had  rendered  of  comparatively  easy  acquisi- 
tion. Though  the  Mountaineers,  especially  in  the 
eastern  parts  of  Switzerland,  where  the  German  lan- 
guage is  spoken,  were  almost  unanimously  true  to 
their  country,  and  proof  alike  against  the  seductions 
and  the  illusions  of  French  democracy,  yet  the  case 
was  different  in  the  towns  in  the  plains,  and  even 
the  rural  districts,  where  French  was  the  prevailing 
toQgae.  They  had  been,  ever  since  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution,  the  incessant  object  of  French  pro- 
pagandism :  affiliated  societies,  Jacobin  clubs,  corre- 
sponding with  that  of  the  Jacobins  at  Paris,  had  been 
early  established,  in  almost  all  the  principal  towns 
of  the  level  country ;  and  as  the  spirit  of  the  people 
in  all  those  towns  was  essentially  democratic,  they 
found  a  ready  reception  in  these  heated  enthusi- 
asts.^* 


CHAP. 
XXVI. 

1708. 


^  Hard.T. 
276, 277. 
Jom.  z. 
198, 200. 


*  The  foUowing  i«  the  population  of  the  principal  towns  in  Swiisex- 


Geneva, 

26,000 

Soleure,     . 

.      4,000 

Berne,               • 

18,000 

Nenchatel, 

'5,000 

B&le,     .     .      . 

17,000 

.    Vevay,       . 

.      .      4,500 

Zaricb,       .      • 

11,500 

Ck>ire, 

.      .      8,200 

Laasanne, 

10,200 

Olanu, 

.       4,000 

St  GhOl,      .       . 

0,000 

Tniis, 

.      .      SfiOO 

Schaffhauflen,  • 

7,500 

Lugano,     . 

.      .      8,600 

HerisBQ,  . 

7,000 

Yverdun, 

,       .      2,500 

Fribonrg, 

6,000 

SioD, 

.       .      3,000 

Loeerne,    . 

6,500 

Appeniell, 

.      3,200« 

VOL.  III. 

Q< 

3 

•Malte. 
Bran,  vii. 
105. 
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CHAP.       It  ivas  not  the  mere  fumes  of  democracy  wliich  led 
'^  the  ardent  spirits  in  the  Swiss  towns  to  embrace  the 


1798.    cause  of  French  propagandism. .   They  had  in  view 
Secret  ob-  ^  deeper  object,  and  proposed  to  themselves  political 
s^d^*  and  personal  advantages  of  no  small  amount,  by  ren- 
mocrat.  in  dcrfng  Frcuch  principles  triumphant  in  this  country. 
ment        A  Republic,  one  and  indivisible,  on  the  model  of  that 
of  France,  was  the  object  for  which  the  democratic 
party  in  both  countries  incessantly  strove  ;  and  the  de- 
magogues of  Berne  and  Geneva  at  once  perceived, 
that  if  this  system  were  established,  and  the  rights  of 
the  separate  cantons  extinguished,  the  rude  moan- 
taineers  of  the  Vallais  and  the  Oberland  would  be 
no  match  for  them,  and  that  all  Switzerland  would 
soon  fall  into  the  same  subjection  to  its  chief  towns, 
which   France  had  already  done  to  Paris.      The 
mountaineers  were  clearnsighted  enough  to  see  this 
danger,  and  for  that  reason  they  steadily  resisted 
French  principles,  and  resolutely  held  out  for  the 
old  system  of  separate  government  in  the  different 
cantons,  and  a  federal  union.     So  firm  was  their  re- 
sistance in  many  places,  that  if  the  whole  rural  po- 
1  Hard.  ▼.  pulatiou  had  been  equally  clear  upon  it  and  united 
iH*  H^.    together,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  French  would 
183.         ^ygj.  have  succeeded  in  subjugating  the  country.^ 

But  unhappily  the  rural  cantons  themselves  labour- 
Inequality  cd  uuder  a  causc  of  weakness  which  paralysed  their 
rig^^in**  efforts,  and  enabled  the  French  effectually  to  insert 
^^^t^Sr    ^^  point  of  the  wedge  even  into  many  of  the  most 
tons.         unsophisticated  of  the  mountain  districts.     This  weak- 
ness, the  sad  bequest  of  the  thirst  for  exclusive  power 
in  former  times,  consisted  in  the  political  subjection 
of  some  cantons  and  districts  to  other  cantons.    The 
chief  defect  in  the  political  constitution  of  the  Hel- 
vetic Confederacy  was,  that,  with  the  usual  jealousy 
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of  the  possessors  of  political  power,  they  had  refused   chap.  * 

to  admit  the  conquered  provinces  to  a  participation  of '_ 

the  privileges  which  they  themselves  enjoyed,  and  1793. 
thereby  sown  the  seeds  of  future  dissension  and  dis« 
affection  hetween  the  different  parts  of  their  domi- 
nion. In  this  way  the  Pays  de  Vaud  was  politically 
subject  to  the  canton  of  Berne,  the  Italian  bailiwicks 
to  that  of  ITri,  and  some  towns  of  Argovia  and  Thur- 
govia  to  other  cantons ;  while  the  peasants  of  Zurich, 
in  addition  to  the  absence  of  political  privileges,  were 
galled  by  a  monopoly  in  the  sale  of  their  produce, 
which  was  justly  complained  of  as  oppressive.  Yet 
the  moderation  and  justice  of  the  government  of  the 
senate  of  Berne  was  admitted  even  by  its  bitterest 
enemies;  the  economy  of  their  administration  had 
enabled  them,  with  extremely  light  burdens,  not  only 
to  meet  all  the  expenses  of  the  state,  but  accumulate 
a  large  treasure  for  future  emergencies  ;^  and  the  prac- 
tical blessings  of  their  rule  were  unequivocally  de- 
monstrated by  the  wellbeing  of  the  peasantry  and  the  1  Hud.  ▼. 
density  of  the  population — ^features  rarely  found  iu^j^'jg^ 
unison,  but  which  cannot  coexist  but  under  a  paternal  Jom.  x. 
and  beneficent  system  of  administration. 

The  uniform  system  of  the  French  revolutionary 
gOYemment,  when  they  wished  to  make  themselves  The  Freadi 
masters  of  any  country,  was  to  excite  a  part  of  the  ^ie*ooi 
popalation,  by  the  prospect  of  the  extension  of  politi-i»rt  of  the 
cal  power,  against  the  other;  to  awaken  democratic  against  the  » 
ambition  by  the  offer  of  fraternal  support.    Having***^*'* 
thus  distracted  the  state  by  intestine  divisions,  they 
soon  found  it  an  easy  matter  to  triumph  over  both. 
The  situation  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  some  of  which 
held  conquered  provinces  in  subjection,  and  which 
^ed  extremely  among  each  other,  in  the  extent  to 
which  the  elective  franchise  was  diffused  through  the 
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CHAP,  people,  oflfered  a  favourable  prospect  of  imdenmning 
'  .the  patriotism  of  the  inhabitants,  and  accomplishing 

1-798.  ^^  subjection  of  the  whole  by  the  adoptioii  of  this 
insidious  system.  The  treasure  of  Berne,  of  which 
report  had  magnified  the  amount,  offered  an  irresis- 
tible bait  to  the  cupidity  of  the  French  Directory ; 
and  whatever  arguments  were  adduced  in  favour  of 
respecting  the  neutrality  of  that  asylum  of  freedom, 
they  were  always  met  by  the  consideration  of  the  im- 
1  Lac.  ziv.  liiense  relief  which  those  accumulated  savincrs  of  three 

188  •  • 

centuries  would  afford  to  the  finances  of  the  Republic.^ 
The  first  spark  of  the^  revolutionary  flame  bad  been 
First  origin  lighted  in  Switzerland  in  1791,  when  many  sincere 
voiationaiyS^nd  enthusiastic  men,  among  whom  was  Colonel  La 
gjjf^^l'*  Harpe,  iFormerly  preceptor  to  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
^and.         der,  contributed  by  their  publications  to  the  growth  of 
democratic  principles.     The  patricians  of  Berne  were 
the  especial  object  of  their  attacks,  and  numerous  had 
been  the  efforts  made  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  its 
territory  to  shake  off  the  aristocratic  yoke.     But  the 
success  of  their  endeavours  was  for  many  years  pre- 
vented by  the  catastrophe  of  10th  August,  and  the 
savage  ferocity  with  which  the  Swiss  guard  were 
treated  by  the  Parisian  populace  on  that  occasion,  for 
no  other  crime  than  unshaken  fidelity  to  their  duty  and 
their  oaths.  Barthelemy  was  sent  to  Berne  as  ambassa- 
dor of  France  in  September  1792  to  counteract  this  ten- 
•  dency ;  and  his  efforts  and  address  were  not  without 

success  in  allaying  the  general  exasperation,  and  re- 
viving those  feelings  of  discontent  which,  in  an  espe- 
cial manner,  brooded  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
subject  cantons.  The  government,  however,  persisted 
in  a  cautious  system  of  neutrality ;  the  wisest  course 
»H«rd.v.  which  they  could  possibly  have  adopted,  if  supported 
277,285.    ^jy  g^^^^  ^  £^^^  ^  ^  cause  it  to  be  rfespected,  but  the 
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most  nnfortunate  when  accompanied,  as  it  was,  by  no  .  chap. 
military  preparations  to  meet  the  coming  danger.  xxvi. 


The  Swiss  democrats  formed  a  considerable  party,    1797. 
formidable  chiefly  from  their  influence  being  concen-  its  rapid 
trated  in  the  great  towns,  where  the  powers  of  thought  gj^^'^  *** 
were  more  active^  and  the  means  of  communication  towzu. 
greater  than  in  the  rural  districts.     Zurich  was  the  ' 

centre  of  their  intrigues ;  and  it  was  the  great  object 
of  the  revolutionists  to  counterbalance,  by  the  in- 
fluence of  that  city,  the  authority  of  Berne,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  Steiger,  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
confederacy.  Ochs,  grand  tribune  of  BsLle,  a  turbu- 
lent and  ambitious  demagogue,  Pfeffir,  son  of  one  of 
the  chief  magistrates  of  Lucerne,  and  Colonel  Weiss  . 
at  Berne,  formed  a  secret  committee,  the  object  of 
which  was,  by  all  possible  means,  to  bring  about  the 
downfall  of  the  existing  constitution,  and  the  ascen- 
dency of  French  influence  in  the  whole  confederal- 
Their  united  efforts  occasioned  an  explosion  at  Geneva 
in  1792,  and  threatened  the  liberties  of  all  Switzer- 
land :  but  the  firmness  of  the  government  of  Berne 
averted  the  danger ;  fourteen  thousand  militia  speedily 
approached  the  menaced  point ;  and  the  troops  of  the 
Convention  retired  before  a  nation  determined  to  as- '  Hard.  ▼. 
sert  its  independence.^  ^^'  ^' 

The  subjugationof  Switzerland,  however,  continued 
a  favourite  object  of  French  ambition;  it  had  been  Their  mea- 
resolved  on  by  the  Directory  long  before  the  treaty  of  bri^  mi  a 
Campo  Formio.     In  July  1797,  their  envoy  Mengaud  «>.^«^ 
^^as  dispatched  to  Berne  to  insist  upon  the  dismissal  swisa  mot. 
of  the  English  resident  Wickham,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  set  on  foot  intrigues  with  the  democratic  party, 
similar  to  those  which  had  proved  so  successful  in 
effecting  the  overthrow  of  the  Venetian  republic*     By 
the. prudent  resolution  of  the  English  government. 
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CHAP,   who  were  desirous  not  to  embroil  the  Helvetic  Con- 
^^^^   federacy  with  their  formidable  neighbours,  Wickfaam 


1797.   ^^  withdrawn.     Foiled  in  this  attempt  to  involve 
the  Swiss  in  a  conflict,  the  Directory  next  ordered 
their  troops  on  the  frontier  to  take  possession  of  tbat 
part  of  the  territory  of  B&le  which  was  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  cantons ;  but  here  too  they  were 
unsuccessful,  for  the  Swiss  government  confined  them- 
selves to  simple  negotiations  for  so  glaring  a  violation 
of  existing  treaties.     But  Napoleon,  by  his  conduct 
in  regard  to  the  Valteline,  struck  a  chord  which  soon 
*  Jom.  z.    vibrated  with  fatal  effect  throughout  Switzerland,  and, 
Hani.  y.    ^7  rousiug  the  spirit  of  democracy,  prepared  the  8ub- 
290, 302.   jugation  of  the  country.* 

This  country,  consisting  of  five  bailiwicks,  and  con- 
N^Kdeon  taiug  onc  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  souls,  extending 
■nooeeda  in  from  the  sourco  of  the  Adda  to  its  junction  with  the 
2^^^°**  lake  of  Como,  had  been  conquered  by  the  Grisons 
from  the  Dukes  of  Milan ;  Francis  I.  guaranteed  to 
its  inhabitants  their  enjoyment  of  their  liberties; 
and  they  had  governed  it  with  justice  and  moderation 
with  a  council  of  its  own  for  three  centuries.  Napo- 
leon, however,  perceived  in  the  situation  of  this  se- 
quest^ed  valley  the  means  of  inserting  the  point  of 
the  wedge  into  the  Helvetic  confederacy.  Its  proxi- 
mity to  the  Milanese  territory,  where  the  revolution- 
ary spirit  was  then  furiously  raging,  and  the  common 
language  which  they  spoke,  rendered  it  probaUe  that 
they  would  rapidly  imbibe  the  spirit  of  revolt  against 
their  Qerman  superiors ;  and,  in  order  to  sound  their 
intentions,  and  foment  the  desire  of  independence,  he, 
early  in  the  summer  1797,  sent  his  aideTde<K;anip  L^ 
clerc  to  their  cottages.  The  result  was,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Valteline  openly  claimed  their  inde- 
pendence, rose  in  insurrection,  hoisted  the  tricol<Hr 
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flag,  aad  expelled  the  Swiss  authorities.     Napoleon,    chap. 
chosen  during  the  plenitude  of  his  power  at  Monte- '_ 


bello  as  mediator  between  the  contending  parties,  pro-    1797. 
noanced,  on  10th  October  1797,  a  decree  which,  in-  ocf.  10. 
stead  of  settling  the  disputed  points  between  them,^^^^' 
annexed  the  whole  insurgent  territory  to  the  Cisalpine 
Republic,   thereby  bereaving  the  ancient   allies  of 
France,  during  a  time  of  profound  peace,  of  a  terri- 
tory to  them  of  great  value,  which  they  had  enjoyed 
for  three  hundred  years.     This  decree  was  professedly  *  ^'^• 
based  on  the  principle  of  still  more  general  applica-sos!  jom. 
tion.    "  That  no  one  people  should  be  subjected  ^^^^ 
another  people,'"*  a  principle  which  sounded  somewhat  ^^^  ^«' 
strange  in  the  mouth  of  the  General  of  the  great  and  Hard.  ▼!' 
mling  Republic.  *^''^- 

This  iniquitous  proceeding,  which  openly  encouraged 
every  subject  district  in  the  Swiss  confederacy  to  de-  Powerful 
clare  its  independence,  was  not  lost  upon  the  Valais,  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  all  the  other  dependencies  of  p™d"ce  in 
that  Republic.     To  increase  the  ferment,  a  large  body  cantons, 
of  troops,  under  General  Menard,  was  moved  forward 
to  the  frontiers  of  that  discontented  province,  and  Na- 
poleon, in  his  journey  from  Milan  to  Rastadt,  took 
care  to  pass  through  those  districts,  and  stop  in  those 
towns  where  the  democratic  spirit  was  known  to  be 
most  violent.     At  Lausanne  he  was  surrounded  by  the 


*  V. 


Kapoleon  at  the  same  time  dispatched  an  agent  to  negotiate  with 
therepabltc  of  the  Valais  for  a  communication  over  the  Simplon,  throagh 
tlieir  ierrttoT:^,  with  the  Cisalpine  Bepublic.    The  Swiss  government,  j^^  2j^ 
however,  had  influence  enough,  by  means  of  Barthelemy,  who,  at  that  1707. 
period,  was  a  member  of  the  Directory,  to  obtain  a  negative  on  that 
Attempt.    The  French  general,  upon  this,  had  recourse  to  the  usual  ■  Corresp. 
engine  of  revolution ;  he  stirred  up,  by  his  secret  emissaries,  the  lower  ^^l^^^^^ 
Valasians  to  revolt  against  the  upper  Valasians,  by  whom  they  ^erOa^dJuly 
held  in  subjection;  and  the  inhabitants,  assured  of  his  support,  and  13^  1797^ 
«&couTaged  by  the  successful  result  of  the  revolt  of  the  Valteline,  de-  Hard.  v. 
«lMed  their  independence.*  ^®*'  ^®- 
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CHAP,   most  ardent  of  tlie  revolutionary  party,  and  openly 
'_  proclaimed  as  tlie  Restorer  of  their  independence.    A 


1797.  plan  of  operations  was  soon  concerted  with  Ochs  and 
La  Harpe,  the  leaders  of  the  new  projects  in  that 
country.  It  was  agreed  that  a  republic,  one  and  indi* 
visible,  should  be  erected,  as  that  was  considered 
more  favourable  to  the  interests  of  France,  and  tbe 
leading  democrats  in  the  towns,  than  the  present 
federal  union ;  that  the  Directory  should  commence 
by  taking  possession  of  Bienne,  L^Esquil,  and  Mun- 
sterthal,  which  were  dependencies  of  the  bishopric 
of  B&le :  that  all  the  Italian  bailiwicks  should 
be  stimulated  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Pays 
de  Vaud  in  throwing  oflF  the  yoke  of  the  other 
cantons  :  that  the  French  Republic  should  declare  it- 
self the  protector  of  all  the  districts  and  individuals 
who  were  disposed  to  shake  off  the  authority  of  the 
aristocratic  cantons,  and  that  Mengaud  should  en- 
courage the  formation  of  clubs,  inundate  the  country 
with  revolutionary  writings,  and  promise  speedy  suc- 
cours in  men  and  money.  At  Berne  Napoleon  asked 
a  question  of  sinister  import,  as  to  the  amamU  of  iU 
treasure  ;  and  though  the  senator  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
1  Jom.  z.  dressed  prudently  reduced  its  amount  to  10,000,000 
Sw!^v.'  francs,  or  about  L. 400,000,  this  was  sufficient  to  in** 
fit!^  •?*  ^^^®  ^^^*  ambitious  man,  who  was  intent  on  procuring 
209.  *  Ann.  funds  for  his  Eastern  expedition,  to  urge  the  Direc- 
^isV^^'  ^^  ^  prosecute  their  invasion  of  Switzerland.* 

The  first  act  of  open  hostility  against  the  Helvetic 

First  open  loaguo  was  the  seizure  of  the  country  of  Erguel  by 

tuuj*   ^^'  ^^^  battalions,  drawn  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine, 

Dec.  15,    on  the  15th  December.     This  event,  accompanied  a5 

it  was  by  an  alarming  fermentation,  and  soon  an  open  * 

insurrection  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  produced  the  utmost 

consternation  in  Switzerland;  and  a  diet  assembled 
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at  Araa  to  deliberate  concerninsr  the  public  exigen-   chap. 

•  •  XXVI 

cies.    This  act  of  hostility  was  followed,  two  days ]_ 


after,  by  an  intimation  from  Mengaud,  the  French  en-    1793. 
T07,  "that  the  members  of  the  governments  of  Berne  Dec.  17. 
and  Friborg  should  answer  personally  for  the  safety 
of  the  persons  and  property  of  such  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  as  might  address  themselves  to 
the  French  Republic  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  their 
rights.''     As  the  senate  of  Berne  seemed  resolved  to 
defend  their  country,  Mengaud,  early  in  January,  sum- 
moned them  instantly  to  declare  their  intentions.    At 
the  same  time.  General  Menard  crossed  Savoy  with 
tea  thousand  men,  from  the  army  of  Italy,  and  estab- 
lished his  headquarters  at  Femey,  near  Geneva ;  while 
Monnier,  who  commanded  the  troops  in  the  Cisalpine 
Republic,  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Italian 
hoiliwicks,^  to  support  the  expected  insurrection  on 
.  the  southern  side  of  the  Alps,      These  threatening  j^,  4^ 
measures  brought  matters  to  a  crisis  in  the  Pays  dej^®-  .. 
Vaud ;  the  standard  of  insurrection  was  openly  hoist- 1 708, 22, 
ed,  trees  of  liberty  planted,  the  Swiss  authorities  ex-x/ao^r"' 
polled,  and  the  "  LemanRepublic^  solemnly  recognised  Jj^  ^^' 
by  the  French  Directory. 

These  iniquitous  measures  against  the  Swiss  con- 
federacy were  all  adopted  by  the  government,  with  This  i«au 
the  concurrence  and  by  the  advice  of  Napoleon.     He  the  dk«c*' 
was  the  ereat  centre  of  correspondence  with  the  mal-  ^^^  ^  ^*" 
contents  of  Helvetia ;  and  by  his  counsel,  assistance, 
and  directions,  they  kept  alive  that  spirit  of  disaffection 
which  ultimately  proved  fatal  to  the  independence  of 
the  confederacy.    In  concert,  at  Paris,  with  La  Harpe, 
Ochs,  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  insurrection,  he 
prepared  a  general  plan  of  a  revolt  against  the  Swiss 
government.  So  little  did  the  Directory  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  conceal  either  their  own  or  his  share  in  these 
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CHAP,  intrigues,  that  they  openly  avowed  it ;  and,  in  a  jour- 

J^f!l  nal  published  under  their  immediate  superintendence, 

1798.   ^t  was  publicly  declared  that,  with  the  assistance  of 

Napoleon,  they  were  engaged  in  a  general  plan  for 

the  remodelling  the  Helvetic  constitution;  and  that 

they  took  under  their  especial  protection  the  patriots 

of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  all  who  were  engaged  in 

8io*aSiiT'  ^^^  great  struggle  for  equality  of  privileges  and  French 

fraternization  throughout  the  whole  confederacy.^* 

*  In  the  Ami  des  Loit,  a  journal  entirely  under  the  direction  of  Bar- 
nw,  there  appeared  at  this  period  the  following  article :  "  Several  French 
travellera  have  been  sent  within  these  few  days  to  Switserland,  with 
instructions  to  observe  the  singular  variety  in  the  Helvetic  governments, 
their  division  into  thirteen  republics,  and  their  distribution  into  soveroign 
and  subject  states.    The  same  travellers  are  directed  to  consider  the 
Inconveniences  likely  to  arise  from  the  accumulation^  so  near  the  French 
frontiersi  of  the  leaders  of  so  many  parties  who  have  been  vanquished  in 
the  different  crises  of  the  Revolution.    They  are  authorized  to  declare 
that  Francois  particularly  the  ally  of  all  the  conquered  or  subject  people, 
and  of  all  who  are  in  a  state  of  opposition  to  their  govemment8»  all  of 
which  are  notoriously  sold  to  England.     They  are  directed,  in  an  espe- 
cial manner,  to  observe  the  situation  of  Geneva,  which  is  eminentlj 
republican,  and  friendly  to  France,    M.  Talleyrand  is  much  occupied 
with  the  political  state  of  Switzerland ;  he  has  frequent  conferences  with 
General  Buonaparte,  Colonel  La  Harpe,  and  the  C^rand  Tribune  Ocbs. 
The  latter  distinguished  characterj  who  is  received  at  all  the  public 
fetei  on  the  same  terms  as  the  foreign  ambassadors,  is  occupied,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Directory,  and  in  concert  with  the  persons  whom 
they  have  appointed  to  share  their  labours,  with  a  general  remodelling 
of  the  ancient  Helvetic  constitution.     In  a  word,  a  revolutionary  expJo* 
sion  is  hourly  expected  on  the  two  extremities  of  Switzerland,  in  the 
Grisons  and  the  Pays  de  Vaud." — Ami  da  Lais,  Dec  11,  1797* 
The  direction  which  Napoleon  took  of  these  intrigues  is  abundantlj 
Dec.  12.      proved  by  his  Confidential  Corre$pondence<,      On  December  12,  1797, 
Ochs  addressed  the  following  note  to  that  general :    "  The  materisl 
points  to  consider  are,  whether  we  are  to  continue  the  federal  union 
\i  hich  is  so  agreeable  to  Austria,  or  establish  unity,  the  only  means  of 
rendering  Switzerland  the  permanent  ally  of  France.    I  perceive,  with 
the  highest  satisfaction,  that  you  agree  with  the  Swiss  patriots  on  thii 
point     But  the  result  of  our  conferences  and  correspondence  is,  that 
it  is  indispensable  that  we  should  have  a  convention,  supported  by  a 
French  corps  d'armSe,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.     May  I  there- 
fore be  permitted  to  insinuate  to  my  friends,  in  guarded  phrasefi,  that 
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These  violent  steps,  which  threatened  the  whole   chap. 
confederacy  with  dissolution,  excited  the  deepest  alarm * 


in  the  Swiss  Diet,  assembled  at  Aran.     This  was  in-    1793. 

tbej  will  be  supported  1  May  I  assure  the  patriots  of  Zurich,  that  the 
amnesty  demanded  will  be  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  Kaiffa;  that 
Fnnee  will  make  good  its  incontestable  rights  to  the  Yal  Moutier,  the 
Yal  d'Eiguel,  and  the  town  of  Bienne ;  that  she  will  guarantee  the 
liberties  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  that  the  Italian  bailiwicks  may  pre- 
sent petitions,  and  fraternize  with  the  Cisalpine  Bepublici  Bile  re- 
Toltitionized  might  propose  to  the  Italian  bailiwioks,  tho  Pays  de  Vaud, 
and  the  other  subject  states,  to  send  deputies  to  a  national  convention ; 
if  matters  were  only  brought  that  length,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
remainder  of  Switzerland  would  come  into  their  measures.  But  it  is 
bdispensable  that  the  agents  of  France  should  publish  revolutionary 
writings,  and  declare  ev^ry  where  that  irou  take  under  your  especial 
protection  all  who  labour  for  the  regeneration  of  their  country.  This 
declaration,  however,  may  be  made  either  publicly  or  confidentially ;  p^^'*?'*'^* 
I  shall  be  happy  to  prepare  a  sketch  of  such  a  confidential  letter,  if  you  ^'jq  'aJa 
prefer  that  method."  *  ' 

It  would  appear  that  Napoleon  had  not  at  once  replied  to  this  letter; 
for,  six  days  afterwards,  Ochs  again  wrote  to  him  :  "  1  wrote  to  you  on 
the  19th,  and  begged  to  know  to  Which  of  the  alternatives  proposed  in 
my  letter  the  patriots  are  to  look.    Meanwhile,  they  are  preparing,  but 
I  am  much  afraid  they  will  do  more  harm  than  good ;  they  will  probably 
effect  a  half  revolution  only,  which  will  be  speedily  overturned,  and  *  ^^^'  *^* 
leave  matters  worse  than  before."  '    On  the  2d  December,  Bacher,  the  sd  i>eo 
reToluiionary  agent  for  the  Grisons,  wrote  to  Napoleon :  "  The  explo- 
•ion  which  we  have  so  long  expected  has  at  length  taken  place ;  the 
chiefs  and  members  of  the  Qrey  league  have  been  deposed,  ai\d  placed 
in  confinement  at  Coire ;  the  general  assembly  of  the  people  has  been 
convoked.    Their  first  act  has  been  to  send  a  deputation  to  express  to 
7on,  citizen-general,  the  profound  sente  which  the  Congress  entertain  of 
yoor  powerful  mediation,  and  to  give  you  all  the  information  which  you  ^^**'  *^* 
can  desire."^    On  the  21st  December,  Ochs  wrote  to  Napoleon :  ''  My  ^^J  j^ 
letters  have  at  length  informed  me,  that  the  Frenoh  troops  are  in  pos- 
M*sion  of  the  bishopric  of  BAle.    I  am  transported  with  joy  on  the 
<)c«uion;  the  last  hour  of  the  aristocracy  appears  to  have  struck. 
I'istea  to  what  one  of  your  agents  writes  to  me :  <  Have  only  a  little 
patience,  and  full  justice  will  be  done ;  wur  will  be  waged  with  the 
<^igsrchy  and  the  aristocracy ;  government  established  in  its  primitive  ^  ^^*  ^^* 
•iuplieity,  nnivenal  equality  will  prevail,  and  then  Franco  will  indeed  |  ^^^  p  / 
lire  on  terms  of  amity  with  its  Swiss  neighbours.'"^    On  the -1 7th  1798. 
F^hniary  1798,  the  revolutionary  deputies  of  the  Pays  de  Yaod,  pre- 
dated Uie  following  address  to  Napoleon :  "  The  deputies  ef  the  Pays 
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CHAP,   creased  by  a  note  addressed  by  Mengaud,  whicb  de- 
^^^^'   clared  that,  if  the  Austrians  entered  the  Grisons,  the 


1798.    Fi^eiich  would   immediately  occupy  the   canton  of 
omstern^.  Bome.     The  most  violent  debates,  mean  time,  took 
!i^«ir^°""  place  in  the  senate  of  that  canton,  as  to  the  course 
excited  in  which  should  bo  adoptod*     In  order  to  appease  the 
land.  They  public  discouteuts,  they  passed  a  decree  by  which  the 
™^J^^  principal  towns  and  districts  in  the  canton  were  em- 
powered to  elect  fifty  deputies  to  sit  in  the  legislature, 
aoth  Jan.    This  example  was  immediately  followed  by  the  can- 
*^®®'        tons  of  Zurich,  Friburg,  Lucerne,  Soleure,  and  Shaff- 
hausen.    But  this  measure  met  with  the  usual  fate  of 
^  Ann.  Reg.  all  couccssions  yielded,  under  the  influence  of  fear,  to 
Janf'x^*    revolutionary  ambition ;  it  displayed  weakness  with- 
304, 308.    out  evincing  firmness,  and  encouraged  audacity  with- 
out awakening  gratitude.^ 

de  Yaudy  whom  the  generous  protection  of  the  Directory  has  so  power- 
folly  aided,  desire  to  lay  their  homage  at  your  feet     They  owe  it  the 
more,  because  it  was  your  passage  through  their  country  which  elec- 
*  Gorresp.    trifled  the  inhabitants,  and  was  the  precursor  of  the  thunderbolt  which 
C6Df.  iv.      has  overwhelmed  the  oligarchy.    The  Helyetiaus  swore,  when  they 
'  beheld  the  Liberator  of  Italy,  to  recover  their  rights."'     Bmoe  also 

corresponded  with  Napoleon  throughout  the  whole  campaign  in  Swii- 
March  17.    serland.    In  one  of  his  letters,  on  17th  March  17d8,  he  saTS,  "I  hare 
studied  your  political  conduct  throughout  your  Italian  campaign;  I  fol- 
low your  labours  to  the  best  of  my  ability ;  according  to  your  advice,  I 
spare  no  methods  of  conciliation ;  but  at  the  same  time  am  fnUj  pre- 
pared to  act  with  force,  and  the  genius  of  liberty  has  seconded  my  en- 
3  Ibid.  iv.    teiprizee.    I  am,  like  you,  surrounded  by  rascals ;  I  am  constaotij 
533.  paring  their  nails,  and  taking  the  publie  trecuurtt  from  tkemj'^    Lastly, 

Napoleon  no  sooner  heard  of  the  invasion  of  the  Fays  de  Yaud,  than 
5th  Feb.  he  wrote  to  the  Directors  of  the  Cisalpine  Republic  in  these  terms: 
1798.  H  rjihe  Pays  de  Yaud  and  the  different  cantons  of  Switzerland  are  ani- 

mated with  the  same  spirit  of  liberty ;  we  know  that  the  Italian  baili- 
wicks share  in  the  same  disposition ;  but  we  deem  it  indispensable  thai 
at  this  moment  they  should  declare  their  sentiments,  and  msaifiMt  a 
desire  to  be  united  to  the  Cisalpine  Republic.  We  desire  in  conse- 
quence that  you  will  avail  yourselves  of  all  the  means  in  your  power  to 
spread  in  your  neighbourhood  the  spirit  of  liberty;  circulate  liberal 
writings ;  and  excite  a  movement  which  may  aeeeleraU  tk€  ffentral  re- 
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Convinced  at  length  by  the  eloquence  of  Steiger,   chap. 
that  resistance  was  the  only  course  which  remained,    ^^^^* 
the  Senate  of  Berne  ordered  the  militia,  twenty  thou-    ngs. 
sand  strong,  to  be  called  out,  and  sent  Colonel  Weiss,  Hosuuties 
with  a  small  force,  to  take  possession  of  Lausanne.  ^"^•Jl^* 
But  this  officer  had  not  troops  sufficient  to  accomplish  <i«  ^»^^* 
the  object;  the  insurgents  instantly  invited  General 
Menard  to  enter  the  territory  of  the  confederacy,  and 
the  French  battalions  quickly  poured  down  from  the 
Jura.     Upon  his  approach,  the  revolution  broke  out 
at  Lausanne,  the  Swiss  from  Berne  were  driven  out, 
and  Menard,  advancing,  summoned  Weiss  instantly 
and  entirely  to  evacuate  the  Pays  de  Vaud.     Two  sol- 
diers of  the  escort  of  the  flag  of  truce  were  killed ; 
and  although  the  Senate  of  Berne  oflPered  to  deliver 
up  the  men  who  had  committed  this  aggression,  Me- 
nard obstinately  insisted  upon  construing  it  into  a  de-27tb  Jan. 
claration  of  war,  and  established  his  headquarters  at 
Lausanne.     Meanwhile  Ochs  and  Mengaud,  the  lead-* 
ers  of  the  democratic  party,  succeeded  in  revolution- 
izing all  the  plain  or  northern  part  of  Switzerland,  as 
far  as  the  foot  of  the  mountains ;  the  territories  of 
Zurich,  Bale,  and  Argovie,  quickly  hoisted  the  tri- 
color flag,  and  convulsions  took  place  in  the  Lower 
Valais,  Friburg,  Soleure,  and  St  Gall.     To  such  a^Jom.  x. 
height  of  audacity  did  the  insurgents  arrive,  that  they  Lac!  xiv* 
hoisted  that  emblem  of  Revolution  at  Aran,  without  ^^-  J""- 
the  Diet  beiuff  able  to  overawe  them  by  their  presence,  Ann.  Reg. 

•  1798  2Qw 

or  prevent  them  by  their  authority.*  ' 

Driven  to  desperation  by  these  insurrections,  the 
Senate  of  Berne  tardily,  but  resolutely,  resolved  upon 

voiutton  of  SwitzerUmd.  We  have  given  orders  to  General  Monnier  to 
approacli  the  frontiers  of  the  Italian  bailiwicks  with  his  troops,  to 
support  any  movements  of  the  insurgents ;  he  has  received  orders  to 
^cert  measures  with  you  for  the  attainment  of  an  object  equally  im- 
portant to  both  Bepublics."— 3ee  Habd.  v.  230. 
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CHAP,  resistance.     They  intimated  to  the  French  goyem- 
^^^^-   ment  the  concessions  made  to  the  popular  party ;  but 


1798.    ^^^  Directory  declared  that  nothing  would  he  deemed 
RMoiate     satisfactory  unless  the  whole  ancient  constitution  was 
SellS^  overturned,  and  a  provisional  government  of  five 
of  Berne,    revolutiouists  established  in  its  stead.     The  Senate, 
finding  their  ruin  resolved  on,  issued  a  proclamation 
calling  on  the  shepherds  of  the  Alps  to  defend  their 
country ;  Steiger  repaired  in  person  to  the  army  to 
put  himself  under  the  orders  of  Earlach,  and  the  most 
energetic  measures  to  repel  the  danger  were  adopted. 
A  minority,  unworthy  of  the  name  of  Swiss,  abdi- 
cated, and  agreed  to  all  the  propositions  of  the  French 
general ;  not  intimidated  by  the  terror  of  the  Repub- 
lican arms,  but  deluded  by  the  contagion  of  its  prin- 
ciples.  Desirous  still,  if  possible,  to  avoid  proceeding 
to  extremities,  the  Senate  addressed  a  note  to  the 
Directory,  in  which  they  complained  of  the  irruption 
of  their  troops  into  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  offered  to 
disband  their  militia  if  the  invaders  were  withdrawn. 
This  drew  forth  from  the  enemy  a  full  statement  of 
their  designs.   No  longer  pretending  to  confine  them- 
selves to  the  support  of  the  districts  in  a  state  of 
revolution,  or  the  securing  for  them  the  privileges  of 
citizens,  they  insisted  on  overturning  the  whole  con- 
stitution of  the  country,  forming  twenty-two  cantons 
instead  of  thirteen,  and  creating  a  Republic,  one  and 
indivisible,  with  a  Directory,  formed  in  all  respects 
on  the  model  of  that  of  France.     At  the  same  time 
Mengaud  published  at  Aran  a  declaration,  that  ^^  all 
308  ^io*    ^^^^^  ^^^  should  refuse  to  obey  the  commands,  or 
Ha^  ▼.'    follow  the  standards  of  the  Senate  of  Berne,  would 
^J^^®*    be  taken  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the 
^  «^-    French  Republic."' 

But  the  Swiss,  on  their  side,  were  not  idle  j  the 
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glorious  example  of  their  ancestors  was  emulated  by    ghap. 
the  simple  inhabitants  of  the   mountain  districts.    ^^^^' 


The  Oberland  en  masse  flew  to  arms ;  the  shepherds    ^^793 
descended  from  the  edges  of  their  glaciers ;  every  val-  Heroic 
ley  mustered  its  little  horde  of  men,  and  the  accu-!?°^"^*  ^ 
mulated  streams,  uniting  like  the  torrents  of  tbe^Aineen. 
Alps,  formed  a  body  of  nearly  twenty  thousand  com- 
batants on  the  frontiers  of  Berne.   The  small  cantons 
followed  the  glorious  example;  Uri,  Underwalden, 
Schwytz,  and  Soleure,  sent  forth  their  contingents 
with  alacrity ;  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  Alps  teem-> 
ed  with  warlike  activity,  and  the  peasants  joyfully 
set  out  from  their  cottages,  not  doubting  that  the 
triumphs  of  Morat,  Laupen,  and  Granson,  were  about 
to  be  renewed  in  the  holy  war  of  independence. 
The  women  fanned  the  generous  flame :  they  not  only 
encouraged  their  husbands  and  brothers  to  swell  the 
bands  of  their  countrymen,^  but  themselves  in  many 
instances  joined  the  ranks,  resolved  to  share  in  the '  D»  sum, 
perils  and  glories  of  the  strife.     Almost  every  where  xiv!^20sr^* 
the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  remained  faithful  ^^-   J<»>* 
to  their  country,  the  citizens  of  towns  and  of  the  Ann.  Reg. 
plains  alone  were  deluded  by  the  fanaticism  of  revo-  hjS2[.  v^    • 

lution.  321, 3J2. 

General  D^Erlach,  who  commanded  the  Swiss 
troops,  had  divided  his  army  into  three  divisions,  Commence- 
consisting  of  about  seven  thousand  men  each.  TheJJJ^^^^^ 
first,  under  General  Andermatt,  occupied  the  space 
between  !f  riburg  and  the  classic  shores  of  the  lake  of 
Morat ;  the  second,  under  Graffenreid,  was  encamped 
between  the  town  of  Buren  and  the  bridge  over  the 
river  Thiols;  the  third,  under  Colonel  Watteville, 
was  in  communication  with  the  preceding,  and  cover- 
ed Soleure.  Had  the  Swiss  army  instantly  attacked, 
they  might  possibly  have  overwhelmed  the  two  divi- 
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CHAP,   sions  of  the  French  troops,  which  were  so  far  sepa- 
^^^^'   rated  as  to  be  incapable  of  supporting  each  other ; 


1798.  *^®  multitude  of  waverers  in  Switzerland  would  pro- 
bably have  been  decided,  by  such  an  event,  to  join 
the  armies  of  their  country,  and  thus  the  confede- 
racy might  have  been  enabled  to  maintain  its  ground 
till  the  distant  armies  of  Austria  advanced  to  its  re- 
lief. But,  from  a  dread  of  precipitating  hostilities 
while  yet  accommodation  was  practicable,  this  op- 
portunity, notwithstanding  the  most  urgent  repre- 
sentations of  Steiger,  was  allowed  to  escape,  and 
General  Brune,  who  at  this  time  replaced  Menard 
in  the  command,  instantly  concentrated  his  forces, 
and  sent  forward  an  envoy  to  Berne  to  propose  terms 
of  accommodation.  By  this  artifice  he  both  induced 
the  enemy  to  relax  their  efforts,  and  gained  time  to 
complete  his  own  preparations.  The  Senate  mean- 
while fluctuated  between  the  enthusiasm  of  the  peas- 
antry to  resist  the  enemy,  and  their  apprehensions 
of  engaging  in  such  a  contest.  At  length  Brone, 
having  completed  his  preparations,  declared  that  no- 
thing would  satisfy  the  Directory  but  the  immediate 
*  Jom.  z.  disbanding  of  the  whole  army ;  upon  which  the  Se- 
Am.'B^ff.  ^**®  ^^  length  authorized  D'Erlach  to  commence 
1798,23,  hostilities,  and  notice  was  sent  to  the  French  com- 
V.  350;  376.  mander  that  the  armistice  would  not  be  renewed.^ 

*  The  ultimaiuin  of  the  French  general  was  in  these  terms : — "  The 
government  of  Berne  is  to  recall  the  troops  which  it  has  sent  into  the 
other  cantons,  and  disband  its  militia.  There  shall  forthwith  be  esUb* 
lished  a  provisional  government,  difGoring  in  form  and  composition  from 
the  one  which  exists ;  within  a  month  after  the  establishment  of  that 
provisional  government,  the  primary  assemblies  shall  be  convoked;  the 
principle  of  political  liberty  and  equality  of  rights  assumed  as  the  base 
of  the  new  constitntioni  and  declared  the  fundamental  law  of  the  con- 
federacy ;  all  persons  detained  for  political  offences  shall  be  set  at 
liberty.  The  Senate  of  Berne  shall  instantly  resign  its  authority  into 
the  hands  of  the  provisional  government." — ^Habd.  v.  376,  376. 
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The  French  General,  however,  resolved  to  antiri-    chap. 
pate  the  enemy.     For  this  purpose,  the  troops  were ^ 


moved  before  daybreak  on  the  2d  March,  towards    1793. 
Soleare  and  Friburg,  where  they  had  many  partisans  surrender 
among  the  revolutionary  classes.     A  battalion  of^^^J® 
Swiss,  after  a  heroic  resistance,  was  cut  to  pieces  at^^>v- 
the  advanced  posts ;  but  the  towns  were  far  from 
imitating  this  gallant  example.     Soleure  surrendered 
at  the  first  summons,  and  Friburg,  after  a  show  of 
resistance,  did  the  same.      These  great  successes, 
gained  evidently  by  concert  with  the  party  who  dis- 
tracted Switzerland,  not  only  gave  the  invaders  a 
secure  bridge  over  the  Aar,  but,  by  uncovering  the 
right  of  the  Swiss  army,  compelled  the  retreat  of  the 
whole.     This  retrograde  movement,  immedid,tely  fol- 
lowing these  treacherous  surrenders,  produced  the 
most  fatal  effect ;  the  peasants  conceived  they  were 
betrayed,  some  disbanded  and  retired,  boiling  with 
rage,  to  their  mountains,  others  mutinied  and  mur^ 
dered  their  officers ;  nothing  but  the  efforts  of  Stei- 
ger  and  D^rlach  brought  any  part  of  the  troops 
back  to  their  colours,  and  then  it  was  discovered  that 
half  their  number  had  disappeared  during  the  con-> 
fusion.     This  unlooked-for  piece  of  good  fortune  wai^ 
ably  taken  advantage  of  by  the   French  general. 
While  the  Swiss  troops  at  this  critical  moment  were 
undergoing  so  ruinous  a  diminution,  the  French  were 
vigorously  following  up  their  successes.     Before  day-e 
break  on  the  6th,  a  general  attack  was  commenced 
on  the  Swiss  position.    General  Pigeon,  with  fifteen 
thousand  men,  passed  the  Sarine,  and,  by  a  sudden  ^  j^^ 
assault,  made  himself  master  of  the  post  of  Neue-siT.sis! 
neck,  on  the  left  of  the  army  -^  but  the  Swiss,  though  203)  204'. 
only  eight  thousand  strong,  under  Qraffenried,  having  ^^  ^• 
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GfiAP.    returned  to  the  charge,  after  a  desperate  conflict, 
^^^^'   drove  his  veteran  bands  back,  with  the  loss  of  eigh- 


1798.  ^^^^  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two  thousand  men,  and, 
amidst  loud  shouts,  regained  the  position  they  had 
occupied  in  the  morning. 

But  while  fortune  thus  smiled  on  the  arms  of  free- 

Bioody      dom  on  the  left,  a  fatal  disaster  occurred  on  the  right. 

fore  Bwme.  -^itcr  the  fell  of  Soleure,  the  division  of  Schawen- 
burg  moved  forward  on  the  road  to  Berne,  and,  after 
an  obstinate  struggle,  dislodged  the  Swiss  advanced 
guard  of  four  thousand  men  placed  in  the  village  of 
Frauenbrunne.  After  this  success,  he  pushed  on  till 
his  advance  was  arrested  by  the  corps  commanded  by 
D'Erlach  in  person,  seven  thousand  strong,  posted, 
with  his  right  resting  on  a  ridge  of  rocks,  and  his 
left  on  marshes  and  woods.  But  the  strength  of  this 
position,  where  formerly  the  Swiss  had  triumphed 
over  the  Sire  of  Coney,  proved  inadequate  to  arrest 
the  inmiense  force  which  now  assailed  it.  The  great 
superiority  of  the  French,,  who  had  no  less  than  si:^- 
teen  thousand  veteran  troops  in  the  field,  enabled 
them  to  scale  the  rocks  and  turn  his  right,  while 
dense  battalions,  supported  by  a  numerous  artillerj, 
pressed  upon  the  centre  and  left.  After  a  brave  re- 
sistance, the  Swiss  were  forced  to  retreat ;  in  the 
course  of  it,  they  made  a  heroic  stand  at  Granholz. 
The  extraordinary  nature  of  the  war  there  appeared 
in  the  strongest  colours.  The  Swiss  peasants,  though 
defeated,  faced  about  with  the  utmost  resolution; 
old  men,  women,  children,  joined  their  ranks ;  the 
place  of  the  dead  and  the  wounded  was  instantly  sup- 
plied by  crowds  of  every  age  and  sex,  who  rushed 
forward,  with  inextinguishable  devotion,  to  the  scene 
of  danger.     At  length  the  numbers  and  discipline  of 
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the  French  prevailed  over  the  undaunted  resolution   chap. 
of  their  opponents ;  the  motley  crowd  was  borne [_ 


backwards  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  to  the  heights    1799. 
in  front  of  Berne.      Here  D^Erlach  renewed  the 
combat  for  the  fifth  time  that  day,  and  for  a  while 
arrested  their  progress ;  but  the  cannon  and  cavalry 
of  the  French  having  thrown  his  undisciplined  troops  ^  Jom.  z. 
into  confusion,  they  were  driven  into  the  town,  and^^^n^^lJ^^ 
the  cannon  of  the  ramparts  alone  prevented  the  ^c-i!®*'^ 
tors  from  following  in  their  steps.     The  city  capitu-ziy.  sos, 
lated  the  same  night,  and  the  troops  dispersed  in^%  go. 
every  direction.^* 

Deplorable  excesses  followed  the  dissolution  of  the 
Swiss  army.      The  brave  D'Erlach  was  massacred  Dreadful 
by  the  deluded  soldiers  at  Munzingen,  as  he  was SeSwlw 
endeavouring  to  reach  the  small  cantons.     Steiger,  ^  ^^ 
after  undergoing  incredible  hardships,  escaped  bycaptoreof 
the  mountains  of  Oberland  into  Bavaria.     Numbers  h?^!^ 
of  the  bravest  officers  fell  victims  to  the  fury  of  the  •'^^^ 
troops ;  and  the  democratic  party,  by  spreading  the 
belief  that  they  had  been  betrayed  by  their  leaders, 
occasioned  the  destruction  of  the  few  men  who  could 
have  sustained  the  sinking  fortunes  of  their  country. 

*  During  all  these  negotiations  and  combats  with  the  Bepublic  of 
Berne,  Brone  corresponded  confidentially  with,  and  took  directions  from, 
NtpoieoB.  On  the  8th  February  he  wrote  from  Lausanne  to  him  :— 
**  Beme  haa  made  some  flourishes  before  my  anival,  but  since  that  pe- 
riod it  has  been  chiefly  occupied  with  remodelling  its  constitution ; 
anticipating  thus  the  stroke  which  the  Directory  had  prepared  for  it 
To-morrow  I  shall  advance  to  Morat,  and  from  thence  make  you  ac- 
quainted, my  general^  with  our  military  and  political  situation.''  Three 
days  afterwards  he  again  wrote : — *'  The  letter  of  citizen  Mengaud, 
affixed  to  the  coffee-houses  of  Beme^  has  awakened  the  oligarchs ;  their 
battalions  are  on  foot;  nothing  less  than  the  12,000  men  which  you 
baTe  demanded  from  the  army  of  the  Bhine  for  this  expedition  can  en- 
rare  its  success.  The  presence  of  an  armed  force  is  indispensable/*— 
Corr#ip.  C<mf,  <fe  Nap.  iv.  611,  612 ;  and  Hard.  t.  366,  366. 
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CHAP.    The  French,  immediately  after  their  entrance  into 
___■    Berne,  made  themselves  masters  of  its  treasures,  the 


where. 


1798.    chief  incentive  to  the  war.     Its  exact  amount  was 
never  ascertained,  but  the  most  moderate  estimate 
made  it  reach  to  20,000,000  francs,  or  L.800,000 
sterling.     The  arsenal,  containing  300  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  40,000  muskets,  the  stores,  the  archives,  all 
1  jom.  X.    became  the  prey  of  the  victors.     The  tree  of  liberty 
i^il^v.*    ^^  planted,  the  democratic  constitution   promul- 
208, 209.    gated,  and  a  Directory  appointed.     Several  senators 
Htfd.'  ▼.     put  themselves  to  death  at  beholding  the  destruction 
301,409.    ^£  their  country;  many  died  of  grief  at  the  sight.^ 
The  fall  of  Berne  was  soon  followed  by  an  cxplo- 
Enormous  siou  of  the  revolutionary  volcano  over  great  part  of 
«o"nT?Jt"ied  Switzerland.      The  people  of  Zurich  and  Lucerne 
by  the       rosc  iu  opou  iusurrectiou ;  dispossessed  the  authori- 
every        tics ;  aud  hoistcd  the  tricolor  flag  j  the  Lower  Valai- 
sans  revolted  against  the  Upper,  and  by  the  aid  of 
the  French,  made  themselves  masters  of  the  castel- 
lated cliffs  of  Sion.     Almost  all  the  level  parts  of 
Switzerland  joined  the  innovating  party.     They  were 
not  long  in  tasting  the  bitter  fruits  of  such  conduct. 
Enormous  contributions,  pillage  of  every  sort,  at- 
tended the  steps  of  the  French  armies ;  even  the  altar 
of  Notre  Dame  des  Hermites,  in  the  abbey  of  Ein- 
gilden,  near  St  Gall,  the  olbject  of  peculiar  veneration, 
was  despoiled ;  the  generals  received  prodigious  gifts 

*  Brune  announced  the  capture  of  Berne  to  Napoleon  in  these  terms: 
— "  From  the  moment  that  I  found  myself  in  a  situation  to  act,  I  sa- 
serabled  all  my  strength  to  strike  like  lightning ;  for  SwitEerland  is  a 
vast  barrack,  and  I  had  every  thing  to  fear  from  a  war  of  posts :  I  aroided 
it  by  negotiations,  which  I  knew  were  not  sincere  on  the  part  of  the 
Bernese,  and  since  that  I  have  followed  the  plan  which  I  traced  oat  to 
you.  I  think  always  that  I  am  still  under  your  command."-'CWfi^. 
Con/,  ir.  531. 
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out  of  the  plunder ;  *  the  troops  were  clothed  at  the    chap. 
expense  of  their  democratic  allies ;  and  the  scourge '__ 


of  commissaries,  as  in  Belgium  and  Italy,  following    1793. 
in  the  rear  of  the  armies,  exhibited,  by  the  severity 
and  enormity  of  their  exactions,  a  painful  contrast 
to  the  lenity  and  indulgence  of  their  former  govem- 
ment.f     The  Swiss  revolutionists  were  horror-struck 
at  these  exactions,  and  all  persons  of  respectable  cha- 
racter, who  had  been  misled  by  the  fumes  of  demo- 
cracy, seeing  that  the  independence  of  Switzerland.  j„n,. .. 
was  destroyed,  threw  up  their  employments  in  the  ^g'  ^* 
service  of  the  invaders,  and  lamented  in  silence  the  i^-  xiv. 

•  210  211 

despotic  yoke  they  had  brought  on  their  country.*!  Th/x.53. 

Anew  constitution  was  speedily  framed  for  the 
confederacy,  formed  on  the  basis  of  that  established 

*  Thai  of  General  Bntno  amounted  to  800,000  francs,  or  L.32,000 
sterling. — ^Lacrbtbllb,  xiv.  210. 

t  The  French  imposed  a  tax  of  15,000,000  francs,  or  L.600,000,  on 
their  democratic  '*  allies"  in  Berne,  Fribnrg^  Soleure,  Lucerne,  and 
Zurich,  a  sum  far  greater  than  oyer  had  been  raised  before  in  those 
simple  countries  in  ten  years.  This  was  independent  of  19,000,000 
francsj  or  L.760,000,  already  paid  by  these  cantons  in  bills  of  exchange 
and  cash,  and  of  5,000,000  francs,  or  L.200^000  worth  of  articles  taken 
from  the  arsenals.  Such  were  the  first  fruits  of  republican  fraterniza- 
tion. 

t  The  total  plunder  exacted  from  the  canton  of  Berne  alone  by  the 
French,  in  1798,  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  of  42,280,000  francs, 
or  aboTe  L.  1,700,000.    The  particulars  were  as  follows : 

Francs. 
Treasure, 
Ingots, 


7,000,000 
3,700,000 
4,000,000 
2,000,000 
17,140,000 
1,440,000 
Artillery  and  stores  in  arsenal,  7>000,000 


Contribntions, 
Sale  of  Tithes, 
Wheat  seised, 
Wine, 


Total,        42,280,000  francs,  or 

L.l,7 10,000, — See  Jouini,  Hitioire  da  Ouerra  de  la  Rewlution,  x.  336- 
330;  and  Habdenberg,  Menwiret  d'un  Homme  d^Etai,  vi.  180,  181. 
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CHAP,   in  France  in  1795,  and  proclaimed  at  Aran  on  12th 
xxvi.   ^pi^j^     f  he  barriers  of  nature,  the  divisions  formed 


1798.    ^7  mountains,  lakes,  and  torrents ;  the  varieties  of 
April  13.    character,  occupation,  language,  and  descent,  were 
•Station  of  disregarded,  and  the  Republic,  one  and  indivisible, 
swiuep-    proclaimed.     Five  directors,  entirely  in  the  interest 
of  France,  were  appointed,  with  the  absolute  disposal 
of  the  executive  and  military  power  of  the  state ;  and 
by  a  law,  worthy  of  Tiberius,  whoever  spoke  even  in 
a  disrespectful  manner  of  the  new  authorities,  was  to 
be  pimished  with  death.     Geneva  at  the  same  time 
fell  a  prey  to  the  ambition  of  the  all-«ngro8sing  Re- 
public.    This  celebrated  city  had  long  been  an  object 
of  their  desire  j  and  the  divisions  by  which  it  was 
now  distracted,  afforded  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
accomplishing  the  object.      The  democratic  party 
loudly  demanded  a  union  with  that  power,  and  a 
commission  was  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  report 
upon  the  subject.     Their  report,  however,  was  un- 
favourable ;  upon  which  General  Gerard,  who  com- 
manded a  small  corps  in  the  neighbourhood,  took 
>  Jom.  X.    possession  of  the  town  :  and  the  Senate,  with  the 
Lac!  xiv.'    bayonet  at  their  throats,  formally  agreed  to  an  onion 
213-         with  the  conquering  Republic.^ 

But  while  the  rich  and  populous  part  of  Switzer- 

oeneroiu    l^^^  was  thus  falling  a  prey  to  the  revolutionarj 

^e^oM-  ^®^^^^  ^^  *t®  times,  a  more  generous  spirit  animated 

taineen.     the  shephords  of  the  small  cantons.     The  people  in 

the  mountain  districts  of  Schwytz,  Uri,  Underwalden, 

Glarus,  Sargans,  Turgovie,  and  St  Gall,  rejected  the 

new  constitution.    The  inhabitants  of  these  romantic 

and  sequestered  regions,  communicating  little  with  the 

rest  of  the  world,  ardently  attached  to  their  liberties, 

proud  of  their  heroic  struggles  in  defence  of  ancient 

freedom,  and  inheriting  all  the  dauntless  intrepidity 
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of  their  forefathers,  were  not  to  be  Beduced  by  the    chap. 
glittering  but  deceitful  offers  which   had  deluded ]_ 


their  richer  and  more  civilized  brethren.  They  1798. 
clearly  perceived  that,  when  once  thej  were  merged 
in  the  Helvetic  Union,  their  influence  would  be  de- 
stroyed by  the  multitude  who  would  share  their  pri- 
vileges; that  they  themselves,  rude  and  simple, 
would  soon  fall  under  the  dominion  of  the  cities, 
with  whose  wealth  and  ambition  they  were  wholly 
disqualifiod  to  contend ;  and  that,  in  the  wreck  of 
all  their  ancient  institutions,  the  independence  of 
their  common  country  could  not  long  be  maintained. 
They  saw  that  the  insidious  promises  of  the  French 
envoys  had  terminated  only  in  ruinous  exactions 
and  tyrannical  rule,  and  that  irreligion,  sacrilege, 
and  infidelity,  universally  marked  the  invaders'  steps* 
Every  day  they  had  proofs  of  the  repentance,  when 
too  late,  of  the  cantons  who  had  invited  the  enemy 
into  their  bosom ;  and  multitudes,  escaping  from  the 
theatre  of  French  exactions,  fled  into  their  secluded 
valleys,  stimulating  their  inhabitants  to  resistance 
by  the  recital  of  their  oppressions,  and  offering  to 
aid  them  by  their  arms.  Animated  by  these  feel- 
ings, the  small  cantons  unanimously  rejected  the 
new  constitution.  "  We  have  lived,"  said  they,  "  for 
several  centuries,  under  a  republic  based  on  liberty 
and  equality ;  possessing  no  other  goods  in  the  world  ^  Jom.  z. 
but  our  religion  and  our  independence,  no  other  349;  j^ 
riches  but  our  herds,  our  first  duty  is  to  defend  jjT;  *^®» 
them;'^ 

The  clergy  in  these  valleys  had  unbounded  influ-  Argu- 
ence  over  their  flocks.     They  were  justly  horror- ™w^S«j 
struck  at  the  total  irreligion  which  was  manifested  ^^  ^ 
by  the  French  armies  in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  th«  cUtjgj. 
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CHAP,   the  acrimonious  war  which  they,  in  an  especial  man^ 

XXVI  • 

ner,  waged  against  the  Catholic  faith.     The  priests 


1798.    traversed  the  ranks,  with  the  crucifix  in  their  hands, 
to  exhort  the  peasants  to  die  as  martyrs,  if  they  could 
not  preserve  the  independence  and  religion  of  their 
country.     "  It  is  for  you,"  they  exclaimed,  "  to  be 
faithful  to  the  cause  of  God ;  you  have  received  from 
Him  gifts  a  thousand  times  more  precious  than  gold 
or  riches — ^the  freedom  and  faith  of  your  ancestors. 
A  peril  far  more  terrible  than  heresy  now  assaik 
you;  impiety  itself  is  at  your  gates;   the  enemv 
marches  covered  with  the  spoils  of  your  churches; 
you  will  no  longer  be  the  sons  of  William  Tell  if 
you  abandon  the  faith  of  your  fathers ;  you  are  now 
called  on  not  only  to  combat  as  heroes,  but  to  die  as 
martyrs."     The  women  showed  the  same  ardour  as 
at  Berne;   numbers  joined  the  ranks   with  their 
husbands,  others  carried  provisions  and  ammunition 
for  the  combatants ;  all  were  engaged  in  the  holy 
cause.     The  tricolor  flag  became  the  object  of  the 
same  hatred  as  the  Austrian  standard  five  centuries 
before;  the  tree  of  liberty  recalled  the  pole  of  Gesler; 
all  the  recollections  of  William  Tell  mingled  with 
the  new-bom  enthusiasm  of  the  moment.     "  We  do 
not  fear,^'  said  the  shepherds  of  Uri,  with  touching 
simplicity,  "  the  armies  of  France ;  we  are  four  hun- 
dred, and  if  that  is  not  sufficient,  four  hundred  more 
in  our  valley  are  ready  to  march  to  the  defence  of 
their  country."      Animated  by  such  feelings,  the 
1  jy^  gi^j  peasants  confidently  hoped  for  victory ;  the  spots  on 
J^        which  the  triumphs  of  Naefels,  Laupen,  and  Mor- 
216.   Lac.  garten  were  to  be  renewed,  were  already  pointed  out 
219.^  jom.  with  exulting  anticipations  of  success  ;^    and  the 
X.  340, 350.  shepherds  of  a  few  cantons,  who  could  not  bring  ten 
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thoufHuid  men  into  the  field,  fearlessly  entered  the    chap. 
lists  with  a  power  beneath  which  the  Austrian  mo-^ 


narchy  had  sunk  to  the  ground.  1708. 

Alojs  Reding  was  the  soul  of  the  confederacy. 
Brave,  active,  and  energetic,  he  inherited  all  the  ar-  Aioys  Red. 
dent  spirit,  and  devoted  enthusiasm,  which  in  its^"^' 
best  days  had  laid  the  foundation  of  Helvetic  inde- 
pendence. Descended  from  the  ancient  founders  of 
that  independence,  the  relative  of  numbers  who 
had  perished  on  the  Place  Carrousel  on  the  10th 
August,  an  old  antagonist  of  the  French  in  the 
Spanish  war,  he  was  filled  with  the  strongest  enmity 
at  that  grasping  tyranny,  which,  under  the  name  of 
freedom,  threatened  to  extinguish  all  the  liberties  of 
the  civilized  world.  But  he  was  not  a  mere  enthu- 
siast in  the  cause  of  freedom ;  he  brought  to  its  sup- 
port military  talents  of  a  very  high  order,  and  a 
thorough  practical  acquaintance  with  modem  war- 
fare. His  military  knowledge  and  long  experience 
made  him  fully  aware  of  the  perilous  nature  of  the 
contest  in  which  his  countrymen  were  engaged,  but 
he  flattered  himself  that,  amidst  the  precipices  and 
woods  of  the  Alps,  a  Vend^an  war  might  be  main- 
tained till  the  German  nations  were  roused  to  their 
relief;  forgetting  that  a  few  valleys,  whose  whole 
population  was  not  eighty  thousand,  could  hardly  i  j^^^^  ^ 
hope  for  success  in  a  contest  in  which  three  millions  ^<>-  lm- 
of  Bretons  and  Vend^ans  had  failed.^ 

The  peasants  were  justly  apprehensive  of  the  war 
being  carried  into  their  own  territories,  as  the  ra-^.^^ 
vafifes  of  the  soldiers  or  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  ceases  and 
might  destroy  in  a  moment  the  work  of  centuries  ofdisMtenof 
labour.     Reding,  too,  was  in  hopes  that,  by  assailing  ^^J^" 
the  French  troops  when  dispersed  over  a  long  line, 
he  might  gain  a  decisive  success  in  the  outset  of  the 
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CHAP,   campaign;  and  accordingly  it  was  determined  to 
^^^^'    make  an  immediate  attack  on  Lucerne  and  Zurich. 


X793,    A  body  of  four  thousand  men  marched  upon  the 
April  18.   former  town,  which  surrendered  by  capitulation,  and 
where  the  Swiss  got  possession  of  a  few  pieces  of 
cannon,  which  they  made  good  use  of  in  the  moun- 
tain warfare  to  which  they  were  soon  reduced.    No 
sooner  had  they  made  themselves  masters  of  the  city, 
than,  like  the  Vend^ans,  they  flocked  to  the  churches 
to  return  thanks  to  Heaven  for  their  success.    Mean- 
while two  other  columns  threatened  Zurich,  the  one 
from  Rapperswyl,  the  other  from  Richtenswyl :  bat 
here  they  found  that  the  French  now  thoroughlj 
alarmed  were  advancing  in  great  force  ;  and  that, 
abandoning  all  thoughts  of  foreign  conquest,  it  waB 
Apru  so.    necessary  to  concentrate  all  their  forces  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  own  valleys.     In  effect,  Schawenberg, 
with  one  brigade,  surprised  three  thousand  peasants 
at  Zug,  and  made  them  all  prisoners ;  while  General 
Nouvion,  after  a  bloody  conflict,  won  the  passage  of 
the  Beuss  at  Mellingen.     He  then  divided  his  men 
into  two  divisions,  one  of  which,  after  an  obstinate 
'  jom.  X.    battle,  drove  the  peasants  back  into  Rapperswyl, 
^'^®-    while    the  other  forced   them,    after  a  desperate 
831,223.    struggle,  from  Richtenswyl  into  the  defile  of  Kos- 

Ann.  Beg.  V~, 

1708,33.    nacnt/ 

After  these  disasters,  the  canton  of  Zug,  which 

May  2.  was  uow  ovcrrun  by  French  troops,  accepted  the 
new  constitution.  But  Schwy tz  was  still  unsubdued ; 
its  little  army  of  three  thousand  men  resolved  to  de- 
fend their  country,  or  perish  in  the  attempt.    The^ 

Heroic  de-  took  post,  uudor  Rodiug,  at  MoRGABTBN,  already 

the&:hwyt-ioaniortalized  in  the  wars  of  Helvetic  independence. 

M^JJ^en  -^*  daybreak  the  French  appeared,  more  than  double 
their  force,  descending  the  hills  to  the  attack.    They 
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instantly  advanced  to  meet  them,  and  running  acrosB    ohak 
the  plain,  encountered  their  adversaries  before  they  ^' 


had  come  to  the  bottom  of  the  slope.  The  shock  1798. 
was  irresistible  j  the  French  were  borne  backwards 
to  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  and  after  a  furious 
conflict,  which  lasted  the  whole  day,  the  peasants 
remained  masters  of  the  contested  ground.  Fresh 
reinforcements  came  up  on  both  sides  during  the 
night,  and  the  struggle  was  renewed  next  day  with 
doubtful  success.  The  coolness  and  skill  of  the 
Swiss  marksmen  counterbalanced  the  immense  su- 
periority of  force,  and  the  greater  experience  and 
rapidity  of  movement,  on  the  part  of  their  adver- 
saries ;  but,  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  they  were 
unable  to  gain  a  decisive  success  over  the  invaders. 
The  rocks,  the  woods,  the  thickets,  were  bristling  May  3. 
with  armed  men;  every  cottage  became  a  post  of 
defence,  every  meadow  a  scene  of  carnage,  every 
stream  was  dyed  with  blood.  Darkness  put  an  end 
to  the  contest  while  the  mountaineers  were  still  un- 
subdued ;  but  they  received  intelligence  during  the  1  jom.  z. 
night  which  rendered  a  longer  continuance  of  the^'^®* 
straggle  hopeless.^  224, 226. 

The  inhabitants  of  Uri  and  Underwalden  had  been 
driven  into  their  valleys ;  a  French  corps  was  ra-  iHsasten 
pidly  marching  in  their  rear  upon  Schwytz,  where  ^^  in 
none  but  women  remained  to  defend  the  passes ;  the  other  quar- 
auxiliaries  of  Sargans  and  Glarus  had  submitted  to  them  to 
the  invaders.     Slowly  and  reluctantly  the  men  of '®*'^***^ 
Schwytz  were  brought  to  yield  to  inexorable  neces- 
sity ;  a  resolution  not  to  submit  till  two-thirds  of  the 
canton  had  fallen  was  at  first  carried  by  acclamation ; 
but  at  length  they  yielded  to  the  persuasions  of  an 
enlightened  ecclesiastic  and  the  brave  Reding,  who 
represented  the  hopelessness  of  any  further  contest, 
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CHAP,   and  agreed  to  a  convention,  by  wliich  they  were  to 
'_  accept  the  constitution,  and  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the 


1798.    US6  of  their  arms,  their  religion,  and  their  property, 

and  the  French  troops  to  be  withdrawn  from  their 

ijom.  X.    frontier.     The  other  small  cantons  soon  followed 

Lac!  xiv.'    their  example,  and  peace  was  for  a  time  restored  to 

^*«o-    that  part  of  Switzerland-^ 

The  same  chequered  fortune  attended  the  arms  of 
Bloody      the  Swiss  in  the  Valais.     The  brave  inhabitants  of 
the  vdiu.  *^®  rocky,  pine-clad  mountains,   which  guard  the 
oppreMive  flourcos  of  the  Rhone,  descended  from  Leuk  to  Sion, 
the  French,  whcro  they  oxpelled  the  French  garrison,  and  pur- 
sued them  as  far  as  St  Maurice,  near  the  Lake  of 
Geneva.     Here,  however,  they  were  assailed  by  a 
column  of  the  Republicans,  on  their  march  to  Italy, 
and  driven  back  towards  the  Upper  Valais.    An 
May  7.      obstinate  conflict  ensued  at  the  bridge  of  La  Marge, 
in  front  of  Sion;  twice  the  Republicans  were  re- 
pulsed ;  even  the  Cretins,  seeming  to  have  recovered 
their  intellect  amidst  the  animation  of  the  affray, 
behaved  with  devoted  courage.     At  length,  however, 
the  post  was  forced,  and  the  town  carried  by  esca^ 
lade;  the  peasants  despairing  of  success  retired  to 
their  mountains,  and  the  new  constitution  was  pro- 
claimed without  opposition,   amidst  deserted  and 
smoking  ruins.     A  temporary  breathing  time  from 
hostilities  followed  these  bloody  defeats ;  but  it  was 
a  period   of    bitter  suffering    and  humiliation  to 
Switzerland.      Forty  thousand  men  lived  at  free 
quarters  upon  the  inhabitants ;  the  requisitions  for 
the  pay,  clothing,  and  equipment  of  these  hard  task- 
masters proved  a  sad  contrast  to  the  illusions  of 
hope  which  had  seduced  the  patriotism  of  its  urban 
population.      The  rapacity  and   exactions  of  the 
commissaries  and  inferior  authorities,  exceeded  even 
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the  cruel  spoliation  of    the    Directory:    and  the    chap. 
warmest  supporters  of  the  democratic  party  sighed ]^ 


when  they  beheld  the  treasures,  the  accumulation  of    1793, 
ages,  and  the  warlike  stores,  the  provident  savings 
of  unsubdued  generations,  sent  off,  under  a  powerful 
guard,  to  France,  never  to  return.     In  vain  the  re- 
volutionary authorities  of  Switzerland,  now  alive  to 
the  tyranny  they  had  brought  on  their  country,  pro- 
tested against  the  spoliation,  and  affixed  their  seals 
to  the  treasures  which  were  to  be  carried  off ;  they 
were  instantly  broken  by  the  French  commissaries ; 
and  a  proclamation  of  the  Directory  informed  the '  Ann.  Reg. 
inhabitants  that  they  were  a  conquered  nation,  and  ^f ^jom!  x. 
must  submit  to  the  lot  of  the  vanquished.'*  300, aei. 

All  the  public  property,  stores,  and  treasures  of 
the  cantons  were  soon  declared  prize  by  the  French  An  aiUanoe 
authorities,  the  liberty  of  the  press  extinguished,  a^J'^^®^. 
vexatious  system  of  police  introduced,  and  those  »^^«  ^i*^ 
magistrates  who  showed  the  slightest  regard  for  the  forced 
liberties  of  their  country  dismissed  without  trial  or  ^i^^**" 
investigation.    The  ardent  democrats,  who  had  joined 
the  French  party  in  the  commencement  of  the  trou- 
bles, were  now  the  foremost  to  exclaim  against  their 
rapacity,  and  lament  their  own  weakness  in  having 
ever  lent  an  ear  to  their  promises.     But  it  was  all 
in  vain ;  more  subservient  Directors  were  placed  by 

*  The  rapacity  of  the  French  commissaries,  who  foUowed  in  the  rear 
of  the  armiesi  soon  made  the  Swiss  regret  even  the  spoliations  of  Brune 
and  iheir  first  conquerors.  Lecarlier  levied  100|000  crowns  in  Fribuxg, 
and  800,000  francs  in  Berne ;  and  as  the  public  treasure  was  exhausted, 
the  effects  of  300  of  the  richest  families  were  taken  in  pajment,  and  the 
principal  senators  sent  as  prisoners  to  the  citadel  of  Besan^on  till  the 
contribution  was  paid.  He  was  succeeded  by  Bapinat,  whose  exactions 
were  siiU  more  intolerable.  He  levied  a  fresh  contribution  of  6,000,000 
on  Berne;  on  Zurich,  Fribuzg,  and  SolenrO;  of  7|000,000;  750,000 franca 
were  taken  from  six  abbeys  idone.—- Hard,  vi,  180,  181, 
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CHAP,   the  French  authorities  at  the  head  of  affiftirs,  in  lien 
^^^^   of  those  who  had  resigned  in  disgust ;  and  an  alliance 


1798.    offensive  and  defensive  concluded  at  Paris  hetween 
Aug.  4.      the  two  republics,  which  bound  Switzerland  to  fur- 
nish a  contingent  of  troops,  and  to  submit  to  the 
formation  of  two  military  roads  through  the  Alps, 
one  to  Italy,  and  one  to  Swabia— conditions  which, 
as  Jomini  justly  observes,  were  worse  for  Switzarland 
>  jom.  zi.  than  an  annexation  to  France,  as  they  imposed  upon 
Hilrd.Vi.    it  all  the  burdens  and  dangers  of  war,  without  either 
180, 182.    jjg  advantages  or  its  glories.^ 

The  discontents  arising  from  these  circumstances 
Glorious    were  accumulating  on  all  sides,  when  the  imposition 
7^^d  of  an  oath  to  the  new  constitution  brought  matters 
^^z.    iQ  a  crisis  in  the  small  cantons.    All  took  it  with  the 
Mere  by     utmost  reluctanco ;  but  the  shepherds  of  Underwal- 
the  French.  ^^^  unauimously  declared  they  would  rather  perish, 
and  thither  the  most  determined  of  the  men  of 
Schwytz  and  Uri  flocked,  to  sell  their  lives  dearly  in 
defence  of  their  country.     But  resistance  was  hope- 
less.   Eight  thousand  French  embarked  at  Lucerne, 
and  landed  at  Stantz,  on  the  eastern  side,  while  the 
like  number  crossed  the  beech-clad  ridge  of  the 
Brunig,  and  descended  by  the  lovely  lakes  of  Lunr 
gem  and  Samen,  at  the  western  extremity  of  the 
valley.      Oppressed  by  such  overwhelming  forces, 
the  peasants  no  longer  hoped  for  success ;  an  honour- 
able death  was  alone  the  object  of  their  wishes.    In 
their  despair  they  observed  little  design,  and  were 
conducted  with  hardly  any  discipline;  yet  such  is 
the  force  of  mere  native  valour,  that  for  several  days 
it  enabled  three  thousand  shepherds  to  keep  at  bay 
above   sixteen  thousand  of  the  bravest  troops  of 
France.     Every  hedge,  every  thicket,  every  cottage, 
was  obstinately  contested ;  the  dying  crawled  into  the 
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hottest  of  the  fire :  the  women  and  children  threw   chap. 
themaelves  upon  the  enemy's  bayonets;  the  grey-JfH 


haired  raised  their  feeble  hands  against  the  invaders :    1793, 
but  what  conld  heroism  and  devotion  achieve  against 
such  desperate   odds?      Slowly,  but  steadily,  the 
French  columns  forced  their  way  through  the  valley, 
the  flames  of  the  houses,  the  massacre  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, marking  their  steps*     The  beautiful  village  of 
Stantz,  entirely  built  of  wood,  was  soon  consumed ;  sepi.  9. 
seventy  peasants,  with  their  curate  at  their  head, 
perished  in  the  flames  of  the  church*     Two  hundred 
aiuiUaries  from  Schwytz  arriving  too  late  to  prevent 
the  massacre,  rushed  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight ; 
and,  after  slaying  double  their  own  number  of  the 
enemy,  perished  to  the  last  man.    Night  at  length 
drew  its  veil  over  these  scenes  of  horror;  but  the 
fires  from  the  burning. villages  still  threw  a  lurid  light 
over  the  cliffs  of  the  Engleberg ;  and  long  after  the  1  j^.  ^ir. 
rosy  tint  of  evening  had  ceased  to  tinge  the  glaciers  ^»  ^^ 
of  the  Titlis,  the  glare  of  the  conflagration  illumi- 1798,34/ 
nated  the  summit  of  the  mountain.^  ^;  19"^°^; 

These  tragical  events  were  little  calculated  to  in- 
duce other  states  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Swiss  ^^^  q^_ 
in  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  French  democracy.    The  ■om  invoke 
Grisons,  who  had  felt  the  shocks  of  the  revolutionary  AostnA, 
earthquake,  took  counsel  from  the  disasters  of  their  JLeir^o^ 
brethren  in  the  Forest  Cantons,  and  invoking  the  aid  ^^' 
of  Austria,  guaranteed  by  ancient  treaties,  succeeded 
in  preserving  their  independence  and  ancient  insti- 
tutions.    Seven  thousand  Imperialists  entered  Coire 
in  the  end  of  October ;  and  spreading  through  the  oct.  19. 
valley  of  the  Rhine,  already  occupied  those  posts 
which  were  destined  to  be  the  scene  of  such  sangui- 
nary conflicts  in  the '  succeeding  campaign.      The 
French,  on  their  part,  augmented  rather  than  dimi- 
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CHAP,   nished  the  force  with  which  they  occupied  Switzer- 
'   land ;  and  it  was  already  apparent  that,  in  the  next 


1798.    conflict  between  these  gigantic  powers,  the  Alps 
I  jom.  zL  would  become  the  principal  theatre  of  their  strife.^ 

91*1  99 

*    '  In  this  unprovoked  attack  upon  Switzerland,  the 

Extreme  Directory  committed  as  great  a  fault  in  political 
M weUw  wisdom  as  in  moral  duty.  The  neutrality  of  that 
iniquity,  of  couutry  was  a  better  defence  to  France,  on  its  south- 
on  switxer.  eastern  frontier,  than  either  the  Hhine  or  the  iron 
*""^*  barrier  on  its  north-western.  The  allies  could  never 
venture  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy,  lest  they  should  throw  its  warlike  po- 
pulation into  the  arms  of  France ;  no  armies  were 
required  for  that  frontier,  and  the  whole  disposable 
forces  of  the  state  could  be  turned  to  the  Rhine  and 
the  Maritime  Alps.  In  offensive  operations,  the 
advantage  was  equally  apparent.  The  French,  pos- 
sessing the  line  of  the  Rhine,  with  its  numerouB 
fortifications,  had  the  best  possible  base  for  their 
operations  in  Germany ;  the  fortresses  of  Piedmont 
gave  them  the  same  advantage  in  Italy ;  while  the 
great  mass  of  the  Alps,  occupied  by  a  neutral  power, 
rendered  their  conquests,  pushed  forward  in  either 
of  these  directions,  secure  from  an  attack  in  flank, 
and  preserved  the  invading  army  from  all  risk  of  being 
cut  off  from  its  resources.  But  when  the  Alps  them- 
selves became  the  theatre  of  conflict,  these  advan- 
tages were  all  lost  to  the  Republic ;  the  bulwark  of 
the  Rhine  was  liable  to  be  rendered  valueless  at  any 
time  by  a  reverse  in  Switzerland,  and  France  ex- 
posed to 'an  invasion  in  the  only  quarter  where  her 
frontier  is  totally  defenceless ;  while  the  fortifications 
of  Mantua  and  the  line  of  the  Adige  were  of  com- 
paratively little  importance,  when  they  were  liable 
to  be  turned  by  any  inconsiderable  success  in  the 
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Grisons  or  tbe  Italian  bailiwicks.     The  Tyrol,  be-    chap. 
sides,  with  its  numerous,  warlike,  and  enthusiastic '_^ 


population,  afforded  a  base  for  mountain  warfare,    1793. 
and  a  secure  asylum  in  case  of  disaster,  which  the 
French  could  never  expect  to  find  amidst  the  foreign 
language  and  hostile  feelings  of  German  Switzer- 
land ;  while,  by  extending  the  line  of  operations  from 
the  Adriatic  to  the  Channel,  the  Republic  was  forced 
to  defend  an  extent  of  frontier,  for  which  even  its '  Arcb.  ch. 
resources,  ample  as  they  were,  might  be  expected  to  jom.  i. 
prove  insufficient.^  *^>  ^®®' 

Nothing  done  by  the  revolutionary  government  of 
France  ever  had  so  powerful  an  effect  in  cooling  the  <2*«*t  f>»- 
ardour  of  its  partisans  in  Europe,  and  opening  the  excitod^'^ 
eyes  of  the  intelligent  and  respectable  classes  in  every  ^^  ^" 
other  country  as  to  their  ultimate  designs,  as  the  at- 
tack on  Switzerland.^    As  long  as  the  Republic  was 
contending  with  the  armies  of  kings,  or  resisting  the 
efforts  of  the  aristocracy,  it  was  alleged  that  it  was 
onlj  defending  its  own  liberties,  and  that  the  whole 

^  lU  effect  on  the  friends  of  freedom  in  England  may  be  judged  of 
from  the  following  indignant  lines  by  Coleridge,  once  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Berolation,  in  his  noble  Ode  to  Freedom,  written  in  1798 : 

**  Forgive  me.  Freedom  !  oh  forgive  tliose  dreams  ! 

I  hear  thy  Toice»  I  hear  thy  load  lament. 

From  bleak  Helvetia's  icy  cavern  sent — 
I  hear  thy  groans  npon  her  blood-stained  streams  ! 

Heroes,  that  for  your  peaceful  country  perish*d. 
And  ye  that,  fleeing,  spot  your  mountain  snows 

With  bleeding  wounds,  forgive  me,  that  I  cherish*d 
One  thought  that  ever  bless  *d  your  cruel  foes ! 

To  scatter  rage  and  traitorous  guilt. 

Where  Peace  her  jealous  home  had  built  { 
A  patriot  race  to  disinherit 
Of  all  tliat  made  their  stormy  wilds  so  dear 
Oh  !  France,  that  mockest  heaven,  adulterous,  blind. 

And  patriot  only  in  pernicious  toils. 
Are  tliese  thy  boasts,  champion  of  human  kind, 

To  insult  the  shrine  of  Liberty  with  spoils 
From  freemen  torn ;  to  tempt  and  to  betray  V* 

VOL.  III.  S  S 
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CHAP,   monarchies  of  Europe  were  leagued  together  for  its 
|_  destruction.      But  when,  in  a  moment  of  general 


1798.    p^ace,  its  rulers  commenced  an  unprovoked  attack  on 
the  Swiss  Confederacy ;  when  the  loud  declaimers  in 
favour  of  popular  rights  forced  an  obnoxions  consti- 
tution on  the  mountaineers  of  the  Alps,  and  deso- 
lated with  fire  and  sword  the  beautiful  recesses  of 
the  democratic  cantons ;  the  sympathies  of  Europe 
were  awakened  in  favour  of  a  galluit  and  sufferiug 
people,  and  the  native  atrocity  of  the  invasion  called 
forth'  the  wishes  of  freedom  on  the  other  side.     The 
Whig  leaders  of  England,  who  had  palliated  the 
atrocities  of  the  Revolution  longer  than  was  con- 
sistent either  with  their  own  character  or  their  inte- 
rest as  a  political  party,  confessed  that  ^^  the  mask 
1  Pari.  Deb.  had  fallen  from  the  face  of  revolutionary  France,  if 
1323. '       indeed  it  ever  had  worn  it."*      "  Where,"  it  was 
asked  over  all  Europe,  ^^  will  the  Revolution  stop  i 
What  country  could  be  imagined  less  alluring  to 
their  cupidity  than  that,  where,  notwithstanding  the 
industry  of  the  inhabitants,  the  churlish  soil  will 
barely  yield  its  children  bread  ?    What  government 
can  pretend  to  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Directory, 
when  it  visits  with  fire  and  sword  those  fields  where 
the  whole  inhabitants  of  a  canton  assemble  under 
the  vault  of  heaven  to  deliberate,  like  the  Spartans 
of  old,  on  their  common  concerns?    What  fidelity 
and  proof  of  confidence  does  it  expect  more  com- 
plete than  that  which  leaves  a  whole  frontier  with- 
out defence,  or  rather  which  has  hitherto  considered 
it  as  better  defended  by  the  unalterable  neutrality 
•  thim.  i.    of  its  faithful  allies,  than  by  the  triple  line  of  for- 
JonL If^'    tresses  which  elsewhere  guards  the  entrance  to  its 
331.   '      soil?» 


I 
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The  Ecclesiastical  States  were  the  next  object  of   chap.  • 
attack.    It  had  long  beeaan  avowed  object  of  ambi- '__ 


tion  with  the  Republican  government  to  revolution-    1793 
ize  the  Roman  people^  and  plant  the  tricolor  flag  in 
the  city  of  Brutus.     The  resolution  of  Napoleon  and 
the  Directory  to  revolutionize  Rome,  and  efltect  the 
overthrow  of  the  Papal  government,  was  adopted 
long  before  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio.     On  the 
12th  February  1797,  the  Directory  wrote  to  Napo- 
leon : — "  The  possession  of  Tyrol  and  Trieste,  and 
the  conquest  of  Rome,  will  be  the  glorious  fruits  of  May  10, 
the  fall  of  Mantua."     On  19th  May  1797,  Napoleon  ^^^^• 
wrote  to  the  Directory : — "  The  Pope  is  dangerously 
ill,  and  is  eighty-three  years  old.     The  moment  I 
received  this  intelligence,  I  assembled  all  my  Poles 
at  Bologna,  from  whence  I  shall  push  them  forward 
to  Ancona.   What  shall  I  do  if  the  Pope  dies  ?"   The  May  25. 
Directory  answered : — "  The  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs will  inform  General  Buonaparte,  that  they  trust 
to  his  accustomed  prudence  to  bring  about  a  demo- 
cratic revolution  in  the  Roman  states  with  as  little 
convulsion  as  possible."       The  prospect,  however, 
failed  at  that  time,  as  the  Pope  recovered.     Mean- 
while the  pillage  of  the  ecclesiastical  states  continued 
without  intermission ;  and  having  exhausted  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  and  drained  the  country  of  all  its  specie, 
the  French  agents  laid  their  rapacious  hands  upon ,  ^^^  ^^ 
all  the  jewels  and  precious  stones  they  could  find.  387,  asis. 
The  value  of  plunder  thus  got  was  astonishing.^  * 

"  The  Pope,"  says  Gacault,  the  French  ambassador  at  Bome,  to 
^^leoQ,  <<  gives  us  f aU  satisfaction  in  every  thing  r^arding  any  errors 
^  ftcooontbgy  weight,  &c»,  that  may  occur  in  the  payment  of  the 
^|000,000  francs.     Tfte  paymentt  in  diamonds  anwunt  to  1  l,27l,000/ran<»  j^^  ^ 
(L.450,000).    He  has  paid  4,000,000  in  francs,  of  contributions  levied  X797.  ' 
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CHAP.        The  situation  of  the  Pope  had  thus  become,  since 
the  French  conquests  in  Italy,  in  the  highest  degree 


1798.    precarious.     Cut  off,  by  the  Cisalpine  republic,  from 
any  support  from   Austria;  left  by  the  treaty  of 
the^wd   ^*™^P^  Formio  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  French 
sutw.       Republic ;  threatened  by  the  heavings  of  the  demo- 
state  of  the  cratic  Spirit  witbm  his  own  dominions,  and  exposed 
^^P®-        to  all  the  contagion  arising  from  the  complete  estab- 
lishment, and  close  vicinity,  of  republican  goveni- 
ments  in  the  north  of  Italy,  he  was  almost  destitute 
of  the  means  of  resisting  so  many  seen  and  unseen 
enemies.     The  pontifical  treasui*y  was  exhausted  by 
the  immense  payments  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of 


since  the  treaty  of  ToUntino.     But  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  tbt 
these  payments  are  raised ;  the  country  is  exhausted ;  let  us  not  drire 
it  to  bankruptcy.    My  agent,  citizen  Haller,  wrote  to  me  the  other  dsv, 
'  Do  not  forgeti  citizen  minister,  that  the  immense  and  unceasiog  de- 
mands of  the  army  oblige  us  to  play  a  little  the  car$air,  and  that  we  must 
not  enter  into  discussions,  as  it  would  sometimes  turn  out  that  ire  are 
in  the  wrong/    I  always  supported  a  mortal  war  againat  the  Pope,  is 
I  Qfy^f^^    long  as  the  Papal  government  resisted ;  but  now  that  it  is  prostnted 
Conf.  iii. '    &t  our  feet,  I  am  become  suddenly  pacific ;  I  think  such  a  system  is 
274, 275.  •  both  for  your  interest  and  that  of  the  Directory."^     On  the  25th  Haj 
1797>  the  same  araibassador  wrote  ta  Kapeleon:  -—''I  am  occupied  in 
collecting  and  transporting  from  hence  to  Milan  all  the  diamonds  ai^ 
jeivelt  I  can  collect ;  I  send  there  also  whatever  is  made  the  iubjed  of  dit- 
pate  in  the  payments  of  the  contributions.     Ton  will  keep  in  view  that 
the  people  here  are  exhausted^  and  that  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  dee- 
1  j^^^  iji    titute  to  pay.    I  take  advantage  of  these  circumstances,  to  prostrate  at 
246, 249.     your  feet  Rome  and  the  Papal  government.'^'    On  the  5th  August  1 797, 
he  again  wrote  to  Napoleon  ; — '' Discontent  is  at  its  height  in  the  Papal 
States ;  the  government  will  fall  to  pieces  of  itself,  as  I  have  repeatedly 
predicted  to  you.     But  it  is  not  at  Rome  that  the  explosion  will  take 
place :  too  many  persons  are  here  dependent  upon  the  ezpeuditore  of 
the  great.     The  payment  of  ZJMOfiOQf,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Tolen- 
tino,  at  the  close  of  so  many  previous  losses,  has  totally  exhausted  th:» 
old  carcass.     We  are  making  it  expire  by  a  shw  frre  ;  it  will  soon  cnmUe 
*  Ibidi  iii.   to  the  dust.     The  revolutionists,  by  accelerating  matters,  would  odjj 
515, 5  le.     hasten  a  dissolution  certain  and  inevitable."' 
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Tolentino,  aiid  the  enormous  subsequent  contribu-    chap. 

•  •  XXVI 

tioQs  levied  by  the  French  generals ;  while  the  ac- '^ 


tivity  and  zeal  of  the  revolutionary  clubs  in  all  the    1708. 
principal  towns  of  the  ecclesiastical  states,  was  daily 
increasing  with  the  prospect  of  success.     To  enable 
the  government  to  meet  the  enormous  demands  of  the 
French  army,  the  principal  Roman  families,  like  the 
Pope,  had  sold  their  gold,  their  silver,  their  jewels, 
their  horses,  their  carriages,  in  a  word,  all  their 
valuable  effects ;  but  the  exactions  of  the  republican 
agents  were  still  unabated.     In  despair,  they  had  re- 
course to  the  fatal  expedient  of  issuing  a  paper  cir->  Hard.  v. 
eolation ;  but  that,  in  a  country  destitute  of  credit,^  ^'  \l^' 
soon  fell  to  an  inconsiderable  value,  and  augmented  *^- 
rather  than  relieved  the  public  distress. 

Joseph  Buonaparte,  brother  to  Napoleon,  had  been 
appointed  ambassador  at  the  court  of  Rome ;  but  as  j|?^*°^ 
his  character  was  deemed  too  honourable  for  politi-  French 
cal  intrigue.  Generals  Duphot  and  Sherlock  were  sent  SSme7  ** 
along  with  him ;  the  former  of  whom  had  been  so 
successful  in  effecting  the  overthrow  of  the  Genoese 
aristocracy.     The  French  embassy,  under  their  di- 
rection, soon  became  the  centre  of  the  revolutionary 
action,  and  those  numerous  ardent  characters  with 
which  the  Italian  cities  abound,  flocked  there  as  to 
a  common  focus,  from  whence  the  next  great  explo- 
sion of  democratic  power  was  to  be  expected.*     In 

*  It  woold  appear,  however,  that  the  French  ambassador  was  hy  no 
means  satisfied  with  the  first  efforts  of  the  Boman  patriots.  '*  They 
have  manifested,"  said  Joseph  Baonaparte  to  Napoleon,  "  all  the  dispo* 
•ition  to  oyertom  the  government,  but  none  of  the  resolution.  If  they 
have  thought  and  felt  like  Brutus  and  the  great  men  of  antiquity, 
they  have  ipoken  Uke  women,  and  acted  like  children.  The  goyemment 
hu  caused  them  all  to  be  arrested.''— -£e(<er,  Joeeph  to  Napoleon,  lOth 
September  1707;  Correep.  Confid. 
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CHAP,   this  extremity,  Pius  VI.,  who  was  above  eighty  years 
of  age,  and  sinking  into  the  grave,  called  to  his  coun- 


1798.  sels  the  Austrian  General  Provera,  already  distin- 
guished in  the  Italian  campaigns ;  but  the  Directory 
soon  compelled  the  humiliated  Pontiff  to  dismiss  that 
intrepid  counsellor."*    As  his  recovery  then  seemed 


*  "  You  must  forthwith  intimate  to  the  Court  of  Rome,"  said  Napo* 
fie  t.  so      ^^^^  ^  ^^  brother  Joseph,  ambassador  there,  **  that  if  Qeneral  Ptoren 
1707.     '     ^8  Aot  immediately  sent  away  from  Borne,  the  Bepublic  will  regard  it 
as  a  declaration  of  war.    I  attach  the  utmost  importance  to  the  removal 
of  an  Austrian  commander  from  the  Boman  troops.    Tou  will  insist 
not  only  that  he  be  deprived  of  the  command  of  the  Boman  troops,  hut 
that  within  twenty-four  hours  he  departs  from  Borne.    ABsnme  a  high 
tone :  it  is  only  by  evincing  the  greatest  firmness,  and  making  use  of 
the  most  eneigetic  expressions,  that  you  will  succeed  in  overawing  the 
Papal  authority.    Timid  when  yon  show  your  teeth,  they  rapidly  become 
overbearing  if  you  treat  them  with  any  respect.    I  know  the  Court  of 
Bome  well.    That  single  step,  if  properly  taken,  wiU  complete  its  nun. 
At  the  same  time,  you  will  hold  out  to  the  Papal  secretary  of  state, 
*  That  the  French  Bepublic,  e<mtinuinff  its/eelinffs  of  regard  for  the  Pi^l 
government,  it  on  the  point  of  reilioiring  Ancona.    You  are  ruining  all  yov 
affairs ;  the  whole  responsibility  rests  on  your  head.    The  French  troops 
will  give  you  no  assistance  in  quelling  the  revolts  with  which  you  are 
menaced,  if  you  continue  your  present  course.'    Should  the  Pope  die, 
you  must  do  your  utmost  to  prevent  the  nomination  of  a  $veoeuor^  eaui 
bring  about  a  revolution.    Depend  upon  it,  the  King  of  Naples  will  not 
stir.    Should  he  do  so,  you  will  inform  him  that  the  Boman  people  are 
under  the  protection  of  the  French  Bepublic ;  but  at  the  same  time  yoa 
must  hold  out  to  him  secretly  that  the  French  government  i$  desinmi  to 
renew  its  neg^jtiationi  with  him.    In  a  word,  you  must  be  as  haughty  in 
public  as  you  are  pliant  in  private— the  object  of  the  first  being  to  deter 
him  from  entering  Bome ;  of  the  last,  to  make  him  believe  that  it  is  for 
his  interest  not  to  do  so.    Should  no  revolutionary  movement  break  out 
at  Bome,  so  that  there  is  no  pretence  for  preventing  the  nomination  of 
a  Oorresp     ^  Pope,  at  least  take  care  that  the  Cardinal  Albani  is  not  put  in  nomi- 
Conf.  iv.      nation.     Declare,  that  the  moment  that  is  done  I  will  march  upon 
100,301.     Bome.*'' — Secret  Despatch,  Napoleon  to  Joseph  Buonaparte,  dated  Poi- 
seriano,  20th  Sq>tembcr  1797-     These  instructions,  it  is  to  be  recollected, 
were  sent  to  the  French  ambassador  at  Bome,  when  France  was  still 
and  completely  at  peace  with  the  Holy  See,  and  it  had  honourably  di<- 
charged  the  burdensome  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  Tolentino. 
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hopeless,  the  instructions  of  govemment  to  their  am-    chap. 

bassador  were  to  delay  the  proclamation  of  a  repub- 

lie  till  his  death,  when  the  vacant  chair  of  St  Peter    1793. 
might  be  overturned  with  little  difficulty ;  but  such 
was  the  activity  of  the  revolutionary  agents,  that 
the  train  was  ready  to  take  fire  before  that  event 
took  place,  and  the  ears  of  the  Romans  were  assailed  ^  ^t.  ii. 

.  •        •  443  446. 

b J  incessant  abuse  of  the  ecclesiastical  government,  lbc.'  ziv.' 
and  vehement  declamations  in  favour  of  republican  iom/x.^* 
freedom.^  sss.* 

The  resolution  to  overturn  the  Papal  government, 
like  all  the  other  Ambitious  projects  of  the  Directory,  The  open 
received  a  very  great  impulse  from  the  re-ascendant  French  to* 
of  Jacobin  influence  at  Paris,  by  the  results  of  the^^**!^^ 
revolution  of  18th  Fructidor.     One  of  the  first  mea-  oovern- 
sures  of  the  new  govemment  was  to  dispatch  an  or-™^** 
der  to  Joseph  Buonaparte  at  Rome,  to  promote,  by 
all  the  means  in  his  power,  the  approaching  revolu- 
tion in  the  Papal  States ;  and  above  all  things  to 
take  care  that  at  the  Pope^s  death  no  successor  should 
be  elected  to  the  chair  of  St  Peter.*    Napoleon^s 

*  Talleyrand,  on  1 0th  October^  wrote  to  Joseph  Buonaparte  at  Borne : 
—''Ton  have  two  things,  citizen-general,  to  do :  1.  To  prevent,  by  all 
possible  means,  the  King  of  Naples  from  entering  the  Papal  territory. 
2.  To  increase,  rather  than  restrain,  the  good  dispositions  of  those  who 
think  that  it  is  high  time  the  reign  of  the  popes  should  finish ;  in  a 
word,  to  encourage  the  elan  of  the  Boman  people  towards  liberty.  At  9  Corresp 
&n  events,  take  care  that  we  get  hold  of  Ancona  and  a  large  portion  Conf.  Oct. 
of  the  coast  of  Italy/'*  Eleven  days  afterwards  Lareveillere  Lepaux,  10»  1707. 
the  President  of  the  Directory,  wrote  to  Napoleon : — "  In  regard  to 
Rome,  the  Directory  cordially  approve  of  the  instructions  you  have 
giTen  to  your  brother,  to  prevent  a  successor  being  appointed  to  Pius 
^-  We  must  lay  hold  of  the  present  favourable  circumstances  to 
ddiver  Eurape/rom  the  pretended  Papal  iupremacy,  Tuscany  will  next 
attract  your  attention.  Ton  will,  therefore,  if  hostilities  are  resumed, 
give  the  Grand  Duke  his  eongi,  and  faeilitate  by  every  meant  the  estab- 
lithmeni  of  a  free  and  representative  govemment  in  Tutcany.** — Letter  of 
t*^  Directory  to  Napoleon,  2Ut  Oct,  1797  ;  Corretp.  Confid,  iv.  244. 
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CHAP,   language  to  the  Roman  pontiff  became  daily  more 
^^^'    menacing.     Immediately  before  setting  out  for  Ras- 


1798.  ^^  ^^  ordered  his  brother  Joseph  to  intimate  to 
the  Pope  that  three  thousand  additional  troops  had 
been  forwarded  to  Ancona ;  that  if  Provera  was  not 
dismissed  within  twenty-four  hours,  war  would  be 
declared ;  that  if  any  of  the  revolutionists  who  had 
been  ["arrested  were  executed,  reprisals  would  forth- 
with be  exercised  on  the  cardinals ;  and  that,  if  the 
Cisalpine  republic  was  not  recognised,  it  would  be 
the  signal  for  immediate  hostilities.*  At  the  same 
time,  ten  thousand  troops  of  the  Cisalpine  republic 
advanced  to  St  Leon,  in  the  Papal  duchy  of  Urbino, 
and  made  themselves  masters  of  that  fortress ;  while 
at  Ancona,  which  was  still  garrisoned  by  French 
troops,  notwithstanding  its  stipulated  restoration  bj 
the  treaty  of  Tolentino  to  the  Holy  See,  the  demo- 
cratic party  openly  proclaimed  "  the  Anconite  repub- 
lic." Similar  revolutionary  movements  took  place 
at  Cometo,  Civita  Vecchia,  Pesaro,  and  Senigaglia ; 
while  at  Rome  itself,  Jeseph  Buonaparte,  by  com- 

*  <<I  cannot  tell  yon>  citizen -ambassAdor/'  said  Napoleon,  "wUt 
indignation  I  felt  when  I  heard  that  Provera  was  still  in  the  service  of 
the  Pope.  Let  him  know  instantly,  that,  though  the  French  Bepablic 
is  at  peace  with  the  Holy  See,  it  will  not  for  an  instant  suffer  sny 
officer  or  agent  of  the  Imperialists  to  hold  any  situation  under  theF«p^ 
goyemment.  You  will^  therefore,  insist  on  the  dismissal  of  H.  Froren 
within  twenty-four  ho^irs,  on  pain  of  instantly  demanding  your  psfi* 
ports.  Tott  wiU  let  him  know  that  I  have  moved  three  thousand  id- 
ditional  soldiers  to  Ancona,  not  one  of  whom  will  recede  till  Proren 
is  dismissed.  Let  him  know  further,  that  if  one  of  the  prison«s  for 
political  offbnces  is  executed,  Cardinal  Rusca  and  the  other  caidinili 
shall  answer  for  it  with  their  heads.  Finally,  make  him  aware  thtt 
the  moment  you  quit  the  Papal  territory,  Ancona  will  be  incoiporsted 
with  the  Cisalpine  Republic.  Tou  will  easily  understand  that  the  bat 
phrase  must  be  ipoken,  not  toriUen'' — (JonfidtnHal  Letter,  Nafoieim U 
Joseph  Buonaparte,  \Uh  Nov.  1797« 
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pelling  the  Papal  government  to  liberate  all  persons   chap. 
confined  for  political  oflPences,  suddenly  vomited  forth    ^^^'' 


upon  the  capital  several  hundreds  of  the  most  heated  1798. 
Republicans  in  Italy.  After  this  great  addition, 
measures  were  no  longer  kept  with  the  government. 
Seditious  meetings  were  constantly  held  in  every  part 
of  the  city  ;  immense  collections  of  tricolor  cockades 
were  made  to  distinguish  the  insurgents,  and  depu- 
tations of  the  citizens  openly  waited  upon  the  French 
ambassador  to  invite  him  to  support  the  insurrec- 
tion, to  which  he  replied  in  ambiguous  terms,  ^^  The 
fate  of  nations,  as  of  individuals,  being  buried  in  the 
womb  of  futurity,  it  is  not  given  to  me  to  penetrate  ige,  2oe.  * 
its  mysteries." 

In  this  temper  of  men^s  minds,  a  spark  was  suffi- 
cient to  occasion  an  explosion.     On  the  27th  Decem-  Daphot  is 
ber  1797,  an  immense  crowd  assembled,  with  sedi-'^^"*? 

.  niVi  1  scuffle  at 

tious  cries,  and  moved  to  the  palace  of  the  French  am- the  French 
bassador,  where  they  exclaimed,  "  Vive  la  Republique  ^r>g, 
Romaine,^'  and  loudly  invoked  the  aid  of  the  French 
to  enable  them  to  plant  the  tricolor  flag  on  the  Capi- 
tol. The  insurgents  displayed  the  tricolor  cockade, 
and  evinced  the  most  menacing  disposition;  the 
danger  was  extreme;  from  similar  beginnings  the 
overthrow  of  the  governments  of  Venice  and  Genoa 
had  rapidly  followed.  The  Papal  ministers  sent  a 
regiment  of  dragoons  to  prevent  any  sortie  of  the 
Revolutionists  from  the  palace  of  the  French  am- 
bassador ;  and  they  repeatedly  warned  the  insurgents, 
that  their  orders  were  to  allow  no  one  to  leave  its 
precincts.  Duphot,  however,  indignant  at  being  re- 
strained by  the  pontifical  troops,  drew  his  sword, 
rushed  down  the  staircase,  and  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  armed  Roman  demo- 
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CHAP,   crats,  who  were  now  contending  with  the  drasoons 
^ in  the  court-yard  of  the  palace ;  he  was  immediately 


1798.  killed  by  a  discharge  ordered  by  the  sergeant  com- 
*  J<»epi»  manding  the  patrol  of  the  Papal  troops ;  and  the  am- 
pKTte'g  bassador  himself,  who  had  followed  to  appease  the 
^^!^  tumult,  narrowly  escaped  the  same  fate.  A  violent 
207, 209,  scuffle  ensued,  several  persons  were  killed  and  wound- 
ii.  446,  '  ed  on  both  sides ;  and,  after  remaining  several  hours 
^lli^'  in>l^e  greatest  alarm,  Joseph  Buonaparte  with  his 
147.  Jom.  suite  retired  to  Florence.^ 

X  333 

334.  '  This  catastrophe,  however  obviously  occasioned  by 

the  revolutionary  schemes  which  were  in  agitation 
War  is       at  the  residence  of  the  French  ambassador,  having 
quJ^TO*     taken  place  within  the  precincts  of  his  palace,  was 
declared     unhappily  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  gave 
Rome,  and  the  Directory  too  fair  a  ground  to  demand  satisfae- 
advanc^    ^lOVL.    But  they  iustautly  resolved  to  make  it  the 
to  Rome,    pretext  for  the  immediate  occupation  of  Rome  and 
overthrow  of  the  Papal  government.     The  march  of 
troops  out  of  Italy  was  countermanded,  and  Berthier, 
the  commander-in-chief,  received  orders  to  advance 
rapidly  into  the  Ecclesiastical  States.     Meanwhile, 
the  democratic  spirit  burst  forth  more  violently  than 
ever  at  Ancona  and  the  neighbouring  towns ;  and  the 
Papal  authority  was  soon  lost  in  all  the  provinces  on 
the  eastern  slope  of  the  Apennines.     To  these  accu- 
mulated disasters,  the  Pontiff  could  only  oppose  the 
fasts  and  prayers  of  an  aged  conclave — weapons  of 
spiritual  warfare  little  calculated  to  arrest  the  con- 
jmn  26      <1^6rbrs  of  Areola  and  Lodi.     Berthier,  without  an 
1708.  '     instant^s  delay,  carried  into  execution  the  orders  of 
the  Directory.     Six  thousand  Poles  were  stationed 
at  Rimini  to  cover  the  Cisalpine  republic ;  a  reserve 
was  established  at  Toleutino,  while  the  commander- 
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in-chief,  at  the  head  of  eighteen  thousand  veteran    chap. 

•  ^  XXVI 

troops,    entered  Ancona.     Having  completed  the '_^ 

work  of  revolution  in  that  turbulent  district,  and  1798. 
secured  the  fortress,  he  crossed  the  Apennines ;  and, 
advancing  hj  Foligno  and  Nami,  appeared  on  the 
10th  February  before  the  Eternal  City.  The  Pope, 
in  the  utmost  consternation,  shut  himself  up  in  the 
Vatican,  and  spent  night  and  day  at  the  foot  of  the 
altar  in  imploring  the  Divine  protection.^  ^ 

*  The  Directory^  in  their  orders  to  Berthier^  prescribed  to  him  a 
course  as  perfidious  as  it  was  hostile.     Their  words  were  as  follows : —  i  Bot.  ii. 
"  The  intention  of  the  DirectOTy  is,  that  yon  march  as  secretly  and  rapidly  450, 452. 
as  possible  on  Bome  with  18.000  men.    Its  celerity  is  of  the  utmost  im-  ^^™*  ^* 
portance ;  that  alone  can  ensure  success.    The  King  of  Naples  will  pro-  ]^„^ 
bably  send  an  enyoy  to  yx)ur  headquarters,  to  whom  you  will  declare  230  241. 
that  the  French  government  u  actuated  by  no  ambitiout  detignt ;  and  that, 
if  it  was  generous  enough  to  restrain  its  indignation  at  Tolentino,  when 
it  had  much  more  serious  causes  of  complaint  sgainst  the  Holy  See,  it 
is  still  more  probable  that  it  will  do  the  same  now.    While  holding  out 
these  assurances,  you  will  at  the  same  time  advance  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible towards  Bome ;  the  great  otject  is  to  keep  your  design  secret,  till 
you  are  so  near  that  city  that  the  King  of  Naples  cannot  prevent  it. 
When  within  two  days'  march  of  Bome,  menace  the  Pope  and  all  the 
members  of  the  government,  in  order  to  terrify  them,  and  make  them 
take  to  flight.    Arrived  in  Bome,  employ  your  whole  inJUience  to  establiih 
a  Rowtan  republic.*^ — ^Hard.  v.  221. 

Berthier,  however,  was  too  much  a  man  of  honour  to  enter  cordially 
into  the  revolutionary  projects  of  the  Directory.    On  Ist  January  1798, 
he  wrote  to  Napoleon : — "  I  always  told  you  the  command  in  Italy  was 
not  suited  to  me.     I  wish  to  extricate  mytelf/rom  revolutioni.    Four 
years'  service  in  them  in  America,  ten  in  France,  is  enough,  general.    I  s  p 
shall  ever  be  ready  to  combat  as  a  soldier  for  my  country,  but  have  no  Conf.  i^. ' 
desire  to  be  mixed  up  with  revolutionary  politics."*    It  would  appear  482. 
that  the  Boman  people  generally  had  no  greater  desire  than  he  had  to 
be  involved  in  a  revolution ;  for,  on  the  morning  of  his  arrival  at  that 
city,  he  wrote  to  Napoleon : — "  I  have  been  in  Bome  since  this  morn- 
ing ;  bnt  I  have  found  nothing  but  the  utmost  consternation  among  the 
inhabitants.     One  solitary  patriot  has  appeared  at  headquarters ;  he  of- 
fered to  put  at  my  ditpotition  two  thousand  galley  slaves  ;  you  may  believe 
how  I  received  that  proposition.    My  further  presence  here  is  useless. 
I  beseech  you  to  recall  me ;  it  is  the  greatest  boon  you  can  possibly  con- 
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CHAP.       Rome,  almost  defenceless,  would  have  ofiFered  no 

XXVI         1 

obstacle  to  the  entrance  of  the  French  troops ;  hut 


1798.    i*  "was  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Directory  to  make  it 
Revolution  appear  that  their  aid  was  invoked  by  the  spontaneous 
"••    efforts  of  the  inhabitants.     Contenting  himself,  there- 
fore, with  occupying  the  castle  of  St  Angelo,  from 
which  the  feeble  guards  of  the  Pope  were  soon  ex- 
pelled, Berthier  kept  his  troops  for  five  days  en- 
camped without  the  walls.     At  length  the  revolu- 
Feb.  16.     tionists  having  completed  their  preparations,  a  noisy 
crowd  assembled  in  the  Campo  Vaccino,  the  ancient 
Forum ;  the  old  foundations  of  the  Capitol  were  made 
again  to  resound  with  the  cries,  if  not  the  spirit,  of 
freedom,  and  the  venerable  ensigns,  S.P.Q.R.,  after 
the  lapse  of  fourteen  hundred  years,  again  floated  in 
the  winds.     The  multitude  tumultuously  demanded 
the  overthrow  of  the  Papal  authority ;  the  French 
troops  were  invited  to  enter ;  the  conquerors  of  Italy, 
with  a  haughty  air,  passed  the  gates  of  Aurelian, 
defiled  through  the  Piazza  del  Popolo,  gazed  on  tbe 
458^459    indestructible  monuments  of  Roman  grandeur,  and, 
Jom.  z.      amidst  the  shouts  of  the  inhabitants,  the  tricolor  flaff 

336      "Lma. 

xiv.'  160.    was  displayed  from  the  summit  of  the  Capitol.^ 

But  while  part  of  the  Roman  populace  were  sur- 
rendering themselves  to  a  pardonable  intoxication 
upon  the  fancied  recovery  of  their  liberties,  the  agents 
of  the  Directory  were  preparing  for  them  the  sad 
realities  of  slavery.  The  Pope,  who  had  been  guard- 
ed by  five  hundred  soldiers  ever  since  the  entry  of 
the  Republicans,  was  directed  to  retire  into  Tuscany ; 
his  Swiss  guard  relieved  by  a  French  one,  and  he 


fer  upon  me/'^Ber^Mr  to  Napoleon,  lOih  Feb.  1798 ;  Corretp,  Co^ 
ir.  510. 
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himself  ordered  to  dispossess  himself  of  all  his  tern-    chap. 
poral  authority.     He  replied,  with  the  firmness  of  a 


martyr,  **  I  am  prepared  for  every  species  of  disgrace.    1793. 
As  supreme  Pontiff,  I  am  resolved  to  die  in  the  exer-  Atrocious 
cise  of  all  my  powers.     You  may  employ  force — ^you  ^^*^ 
have  the  power  to  do  so ;  but  know  that  though  you  Repubu- 
may  be  masters  of  my  body,  you  are  not  so  of  my  STpop©. 
soul.    Free  in  the  region  where  it  is  placed,  it  fears 
neither  the  events  nor  the  sufferings  of  this  life.     I 
stand  on  the  threshold  of  another  world;  there  I 
shall  be  sheltered  alike  from  the  violence  and  impiety 
of  this.^'    Force  was  soon  employed  to  dispossess  him 
of  his  authority  ;  he  was  dragged  from  the  altar  in 
his  palace,  his  repositories  all  ransacked  and  plun- 
dered, the  rings  even  torn  from  his  fingers,  the  whole 
effects  in  the  Vatican  and  Quirinal  inventoried  and 
seized,  and  the  aged  pontiff  conducted,  with  only  a 
few  domestics,  amidst  the  brutal  jests  and  sacrile- 
gious songs  of  the  French  dragoons,  into  Tuscany, 
where  the  generous  hospitality  of  the  Grand  Duke 
strove  to  soften  the  hardships  of  his  exile.     But 
though  a  captive  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  the 
venerable  old  man  still  retained  the  supreme  autho- 
rity in  the  church.     From  his  retreat  in  the  convent 
of  the  Chartreuse,  he  yet  guided  the  counsels  of  the  \^'  ^ 
faithful ;  multitudes  fell  on  their  knees  wherever  he  «▼•  ^52, 
passed,  and  sought  that  benediction  from  a  captive  y.  24%  S44. 
which  they  would,  perhaps,  have  disregarded  from  a  f J^{ j^ 
ruling  pontiff.^ 

The  subsequent  treatment  of  this  venerable  man 
was  as  disgraceful  to  the  Republican  government  as 
It  was  honourable  to  his  piety  and  constancy  as  the 
liead  of  the  church.  Fearful  that  from  his  virtues 
and  sufferings  he  might  have  too  much  influence  on 
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CHAP,   the  continent  of  Italy,  he  was  removed  by  their 
^^^^'   orders  to  Leghorn,  in  March  1799,  with  the  design 


1798.    ^^  transferring  him  to  Cagliari  in  Sardinia ;  and  the 
Their        English  cruisers  in  the  Mediterranean  redoubled 
^vcrity^   their  vigilance,  in  the  generous  hope  of  rescuing  the 
towards     father  of  an  opposite  church  from  the  persecution  of 
He  Ib  re-    his  euemies.    Apprehensive  of  losing  their  prisoner, 
^1^^"**^  the  French  altered  his  destination,  and  forcing  him 
ond  there   to  travcTse,  oftcu  during  the  night,  the  Apennines 
and  the  Alps,  in  a  rigorous  season,  he  at  length 
reached  Valence,  where,  after  an  illnefis  of  ten  days, 
Aug.  20.    he  expired  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age,  and 
^^^'        the  twenty-fourth  of  his  pontificate.     The  cruelty  of 
the  Directory  increased  as  he  approached  their  domi- 
nions ;  all  his  old  attendants  were  compelled  to  leave 
him,  and  the  Father  of  the  Faithful  was  allowed  to 
expire,  attended  only  by  his  confessor.     Yet  even  in 
this  disconsolate  state,  he  derived  the  highest  satis- 
faction from  the  devotion  and  reverence  of  the  people 
in  the  provinces  of  France  through  which  he  passed. 
Multitudes  from  Gap,  Vizelle,  and  Grenoble,  flocked 

Hsrd  V  X  '  '  ' 

248,253.'  to  the  road  to  receive  his  benediction;  and  he  fre* 
mi  i5ol  <iuently  repeated,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  the  words  of 
Bot  ii.  464.  Scripture :  "  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  I  have  not  seen 
180,104.    such  faith,  no,  not  in  Israel."* 

But  long  before  the  Pope  had  sunk  under  the  per- 
systematic  sccutiou  of  his  opprossors,  Rome  had  experienced  the 
Mbie^pu-^  l^i^ter  fruits  of  Republican  fraternization.     Imme- 
lage  of      diately  after  the  entry  of  the  French  troops,  com- 
the  i^pub-  menced  the  regular  and  systematic  pillage  of  the  city. 
iicans.       jj^^  ^^Yy  the  churches  and  the  convents,  but  the  pa- 
laces of  the  cardinals  and  of  the  nobility,  were  laid 
waste.     The  agents  of  the  Directory,  insatiable  in 
the  pursuit  of  plunder,  and  merciless  in  the  means  of 
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exacting  it,  ransacked  every  quarter  within  its  walls,    chap. 

seized  the  most  valuable  works  of  art,  and  stripped |_ 

the  Eternal  City  of  those  treasures  which  had  sur-  1793, 
vived  the  Gothic  fire  and  the  rapacious  hands  of  the 
Spanish  soldiers.  The  bloodshed  was  much  less,  but 
the  spoil  collected  incomparably  greater,  than  at  the 
disastrous  sack  which  followed  the  death  of  the  Con- 
stable Bourbon.  Almost  all  the  great  works  of  art 
which  have,  since  that  time,  been  collected  through- 
out Europe,  were  then  scattered  abroad.  The  spolia- 
tion exceeded  all  that  the  Goths  or  Vandals  had  ef- 
fected. Not  only  the  palaces  of  the  Vatican  and  the 
Monte  Cavallo,  and  the  chief  nobility  of  Rome,  but 
those  of  Castel  Gandolfo,  on  the  margin  of  the  Alban 
lake,  of  Terracina,  the  Villa  Albani,  and  others  in 
the  environs  of  Rome,  were  plundered  of  every  article 
of  value  which  they  possessed.  The  whole  sacerdo- 
tal habits  of  the  Pope  and  cardinals  were  burnt,  in 
order  to  collect  from  the  flames  the  gold  with  which 
they  were  adorned.  The  Vatican  was  stripped  to  its 
naked  walls ;  the  immortal  frescoes  of  Raphael  and 
Michael  Angelo  which  could  not  be  removed  remained 
in  solitary  beauty  amidst  the  general  desolation.  A 
contribution  of  four  millions  in  money,  two  millions 
in  provisions,  and  three  thousand  horses,  was  imposed 
on  a  city  already  exhausted  by  the  enormous  exac- 
tions it  had  previously  undergone.  Under  the  di- 
rections of  the  infamous  commissary  Haller,  the  do- 
mestic library,  museum,  furniture,  jewels,  and  even » Hard.  r. 
the  private  clothes  of  the  Pope,  were  sold.  Nor  did  |^'  ^^^^ 
the  palaces  of  the  Roman  nobility  escape  devastation,  ii*  ^^^f 
The  noble  galleries  of  the  Cardinal  Braschi  and  the  jom.  x. ' 
Cardinal  York,  the  last  relic  of  the  Stuart  line,  un-5^®»^^- 

_  '  Lac.  XIV. 

derwent  the  same  fate.^     Others,  as  those  of  theisojei. 
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CHAP.   Chigi,  BorgheBe^  and  Dona  palaces,  were  rescued 
from  destruction  only  by  enormous  ransoms.    Every 


1798.    thing  of  value  that  the  treaty  of  Tolentino  had  left 

in  Rome  became  the  prey  of  republican  cupidity, 

.     and  the  very  name  of  freedom  soon  became  odious 

from  the  sordid  and  infamous  crimes  which  were 

committed  in  its  name. 

Nor  were  the  exactions  of  the  French  confined  to 
ConBfca.  the  pluudcr  of  palaces  and  churches.  Eight  cardinals 
whole  *  "^eve  arrested  and  sent  to  Crvita  Castellana ;  while 
Church      enormous  contributions  were  levied  on  the  Papal  ter- 

propertjr        ,  .  .  * 

in  the        ritory,  and  brought  home  the  bitterness  of  conquest 

ritoriesf'    *<>  ©Very  poor  man's  door.     At  the  same  time,  the 

ample  territorial  possessions  of  the  church  and  the 

monasteries  were  confiscated,  and  declared  national 

property ;  a  measure  which,  by  drying  up  at  once  the 

whole  resources  of  the  afiluent  classes,  precipitated 

into  the  extreme  of  misery  the  numerous  poor  who 

were  maintained  by  their  expenditure,  or  fed  by  their 

bounty.     All  the  respectable   citizens   and  clergy 

were  in  fetters;  and  a  base  and  despicable  faction 

1  BoL  it    alone,  among  whom,  to  their  disgrace  be  it  told,  were 

Ann.  Reg.  fouud  fourtccu  t^ardiuals,  followed  in  the  train  of  the 

osf^'^m.  oppressors  ;  and  at  a  public  festival,  returned  thanks 

X.  337, 338.  to  God  for  tho  miseries  they  had  brought  upon  their 

160,161.    country.^ 

To  such  a  height  did  the  disorders  rise,  that  they 
These  di»-  excited  the  indignation  of  the  army  itself,  albeit  little 
cite*wen  scrupulous  iu  general  about  the  means  by  which 
*atio**^*f  P^^^^^^  ^^  acquired.  While  the  agents  of  the  Di- 
the  French  rectory  werc  thus  enriching  themselves  and  sullying 
^!^t  the  name  of  France  by  unheard-of  spoliation,  the 
mutiny  at  inferior  officers  and  soldiers  were  suffering  the  greatr 

Rome  and  ,         ,  o  o 

Mantua,     est  prfvations.     For  several  months  they  had  been 
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without  pay,  their  clothes  were  worn  out,  their  feet    chap. 
bare,  their  knapsacks  empty.     Indignant  at  the  pain-    ^^^^' 


ful  contrast  which  their  condition  offered  to  that  of    1793 
the  civil  agents,  who  were  daily  becoming  richer 
from  the  spoils  of  the  city,  and  comparing  their  pen- 
ury with  the  luxurious  condition  of  the  corps  sta- 
tioned  in  the  Cisalpine  republic,  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers in  and  around  Rome  broke  out  into  open  and 
unmeasured  terms  of  rituperation.     On  the  24th 
February  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  officers,  from  Feb.  24. 
the  rank  of  captain  downwards^  was  held  in  the  Pan- 
theon, at  which  an  address  was  agreed  to  by  General 
Berthier,  in  which  they  declared  their  detestation  of 
the  extortions  which  had  been  practised  in  Rome, 
protested  that  they  would  no  longer  be  the  instru- 
ments of  the  ignominious  wretches  who  had  made 
such  a  use  of  their  valour,  and  insisted  for  imme- 
diate payment  of  their  large  arrears.     The  discon- 
tents soon  wore  so  alarming  an  aspect,  that  Massena, 
who  had  assumed. the  command,  ordered   all  the 
troops,  excepting  three  thousand,  to  leave  the  capital. 
But  they  refused  to  obey ;  and  another  meeting,  at 
which  still  more  menacing  language  was  used,  having 
shortly  after  been  held,^  which  his  soldiers  refused  to 
disperse,  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  command,  *  st  cyr, 
and  retire  to  Ancona,  leaving  the  direction  of  thcj  g^'J^*'' 
army  to  General  D'AUemagne.     At  the  same  time  ^»n-  Re»- 
the  troops  in  Mantua  raised  the  standard  of  revolt,  ei.   jom. 
and,  resolving  to  abandon  Italy,  had  already  fixed  ^^{ 
all  their  days'  march  to  Lyons  and  the  banks  of  thetJ^»*7i- 
Khone.*  264. 

*  The  remonstrance  framed  by  the  French  army  at  this  great  meeting 
in  the  Pantheon  bears : — "  The  first  cause  of  our  discontent  is  regret 
that  a  hoide  of  robbers,  who  have  insinuated  themselves  into  the  con- 
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The  Romau  populace,  encouraged  by  these  diasen- 
sions  among  their  oppressors,  deemed  the  opportunity 
1798.  favourable  to  shake  off  the  yoke,  and  recover  their 
Revolt  of  independence.  But  they  soon  found  that  it  is  easier 
^p^.*"  to  invite  an  enemy  within  your  walls  than  expel  him 
Its  rapid  ^hen  the  gates  are  placed  in  his  hands.  The  assem- 
ncm.        blages  in  Rome  were  soon  dispersed  with  great 


>  Hard.Y. 
536. 


fidenee  of  the  nation,  should  depciTO  as  of  onr  honour.  These  men  en- 
ter the  chief  houses  of  Borne,  giye  themselves  out  for  persons  aniho- 
rised  to  receive  contributions^  cany  off  all  the  gold,  jewels,  and  hones; 
in  a  word,  every  article  of  value  ihey  can  find,  without  giving  any  xe- 
eeipts.  This  conduct^  if  it  remains  unpunished,  is  calculated  to  bring 
eternal  disgrace  on  the  French  nation  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  univens. 
We  could  furnish  a  thousand  proofs  of  these  assertions.  The  second 
cause  is  the  misery  in  which  both  officers  and  men  are  involved ;  desti- 
tute of  pay  for  five  months ;  in  want  of  every  thing.  The  ezcesuve 
luxury  of  the  officers  of  the  staff,  affords  a  painful  contrast  to  the  naked 
condition  of  the  general  body  of  the  army.  The  third  cause  of  the  gene- 
ral discontent  is  the  arrival  of  General  Massena.  The  soldiers  have  not 
forgot  the  extortions  and  robberies  he  has  committed  wherever  he  hss 
been  invested  with  the  command.  The  Venetian  territory,  and  abore 
all  Padua,  is  a  district  teeming  with  proofs  of  his  immorality."*  In  an 
address  to  Berthier  from  the  officers  of  the  army,  the  expreasioas  sie 
still  more  strong : — *'  The  soldiers  are  in  the  utmost  misery  for  waatef 
pay.  Many  millions  are  in  the  public  chest ;  three  would  disckaige 
their  arrears.  We  disavow  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  in  whose  temple 
we  are  assembled,  the  crimes  committed  in  the  city  of  Kome  aad  tte 
Ecclesiastical  States ;  we  swear  that  we  will  no  longer  be  the  instni- 
ments  of  the  wretches  who  have  perpetrated  them.  We  insist  that  the 
effects  seized  from  various  individuals,  belonging  to  states  with  whom 
we  are  still  at  peace,  be  restored ;  and,  independent  of  our  pay,  we  per- 
sist in  demanding  justice  upon  the  ojfieial  and  ehvaUd  monMUr$,  plwt^ 
night  and  day  in  luxury  and  debaticheryy  who  have  committed  the  robbfties 
and  tpoliations  in  Rome." — See  St  Ctr,  Hitt,  Mil.  i.  282. 

A  singular  occurrence  took  place  at  the  revolt  ,in  Mantua,  bigfaiy 
characteristic  of  the  composition  of  the  French  army  in  Italy  at  this 
period.  The  chief  of  the  twelfth  demi-brigade,  when  endeavouring, 
sword  in  hand,  to  defend  the  standard  with  which  he  was  intrusted, 
killed  one  of  the  grenadiers.  His  fellow-soldiers  inrniediately  ex- 
claimed, **  We  will  not  revenge  our  comrade ;  you  are  only  doing  vonr 
duty."  The  chief  of  the  fourteenth  wishing,  for  the  same  reason,  to 
resist  the  mutineers,  they  unscrewed  their  bayonets  from  their  guns,  to 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPK. 


669 


slaughter  by  General  D^AUemagne ;  and,  collecting  a   chap. 
few  troops,  he  moved  rapidly  to  Velletri  and  Castel    ^^^^' 


Gandolfo,  routed  the  insurgents  who  had  occupied    1793. 
these  posts,  and  struck  such  a  terror  into  the  inhabi- '  Hani.  y. 
tantfi,  that  they  quickly  threw  aside  their  arms,  and  jom.^^.^' 
abandoned  all  thoughts  of  further  resistance.^  2?®-   -^"n- 

Meanwhile  the  work  of  revolution  proceeded  rapidly  65.  Bot.u. 
in  the  Roman  states.     The  whole  ancient  institutions  8^0^//!. 
were  subverted ;  the  executive  made  to  consist  of  five  ^»  *®- 
consuls,  after  the  model  of  the  French  Directory ;  The  whole 
heavy  contributions  and  forced  loans  exacted  from  the  suStel  are 
wealthier  classes ;  the  legislative  power  vested  in  two  "2?^"^°" 
chambers,  chosen  by  the  lowest  ranks,  and  the  state  oons'tita- 
divided  into  eight  departments.     But,  to  preserve  the^^^^ 
entire  dependence  of  this  government  oh  the  French  !!^ 
Directory,  it  was  specially  provided  that  an  alliance, 
ofiPensive  and  defensive,  should  immediately  be  con- 
cluded between  the  French  and  Roman  Republics; 
that  no  laws  made  by  the  Roman  legislative  bodies 
should  either  be  promulgated  or  have  force  without 
the  approval  of  the  French  general  stationed  at  Rome ; 
and  that  he  might,  of  his  own  authority,  enact  such 
laws  as  might  appear  necessary,  or  were  ordered  by 

prevent  his  being  injured  in  the  strife  which  ensued  for  its  seizure. 
Not  a  single  officer  was  insulted  or  maltreated ;  the  battalions  answered 
by  unanimous  refusals  all  the  exhortations  of  their  officers  to  return  to 
their  duty,  but  the  sentinels  saluted  the  officers  when  they  passed,  as  if 
in  a  state  of  the  most  perfect  subordination.  No  acts  of  pillage  foUowed 
the  raising  the  standard  of  revolt,  though  the  shops  where  it  broke  out 
were  all  open  and  unguarded.  The  soldiers  were  equally,  as  their 
brethren  at  Rome,  loud  in  their  condemnation  of  the  officers  and  civil 
aathorities  who  had  "  embezzled  all  the  funds  which  should  have  gone 
to  the  payment  of  their  arrears."  In  the  midst  of  so  much  revolutionary 
profligacy  and  corruption,  it  is  pleasing  to  have  to  record  traits  so  ho- 
aourable  to  the  French  army. — See  Babaouat  D'Hillibbs'  Report,  I9th 
F«6. 1798 ;  Carreip,  Confd.  iv.  617,  526. 
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CHAP,    the    French  Directory.      At  the  same   time  edicts 
J '_  were  published,  prohibiting  the  nobles,  under  severe 


1798.  penalties,  from  dismissing  any  of  their  domestics,  or 
1  Hard,  v.  discontinuing  any  of  their  charitable  donations,  on 
Bot  ii.      account  of  the  diminished  or  ruined  state  of  their 

474,475.      ftv«4.„npa  1 
Ann.  Reg.    lOriUneS. 

1708,(0.        While  the   Roman   states  were  thus   undergoing 
Violent  re- fusion  iu  the  revolutionary  crucible,  the  constitution 
Iff©ctod°by  ^f  t^e  Cisalpine  Republic  disappeared  as  rapidly  as  it 
the  French  ]xq^  ij^en  formed.    Towards  the  end  of  March,  a  treaty 
Cisalpine    was  coucluded  at  Paris  between  the  French  Republic 
Mareh^^,  and  its  infant  offspring,  by  which  it  was  stipulated 
1708.        tii3^t  i\^Q  Cisalpine  should  receive  a  French  garrison 
of  22,000  infantry  and  2500  cavalry,  to  be  paid  and 
clothed  while  there  by  the  Italian  Republic  ;  and  that, 
in  case  of  war,  they  should  mutually  assist  each  other 
with  all  their  forces.     This  treaty,  which  placed  its 
resources  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  France,  was  highly 
unpopular  in  the  whole  republic,  and  it  was  not  with- 
out the  utmost  difficulty,  and  by  the  aid,  both  of  threats 
of  arresting  a  large  portion  of  their  members,  and  un- 
bounded promises  in  case  of  compliance,  that  the  coun- 
cils could  be  brought  to  ratify  it.     The  democratic 
spirit  extended  greatly  in  the  country.     Those  chosen 
to  the  principal  offices  of  government  were  all  men 
of  the  most  violent  temperament,  and  a  conspiracy 
was  generally  formed  to  emancipate  themselves  from 
French  thraldom,  and  establish,  instead  of  a  Gallic 
yoke,  real  freedom.     To  curb  this  dangerous  disposi- 
tion, the  Directory  sent  Trouve,  a  man  of  a  deter- 
mined character,  to  Milan ;  and  his  first  care  was  to 
suppress,  by  measures  of  severity,  the  spirit  of  free- 
dom which  threatened  to  thwart  the  ambitious  pro- 
jects of  the  French  government.     With  this  view  the 
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constitution  of  the  Republic  was  violently  changed  by    chap. 
the  Transalpine  forces  ;  the  number  of  deputies  was '__ 


reduced  from  240  to  120,  and  those  only  retained  who    I798. 
were  known  to  be  devoted  to  the  French  ffovernment.  Aug.  30, 
After  this  violent  revolution,  Trouv6,  who  was  de- 
tested throughout  all  Lombardy,  was  recalled,  and 
Brune  and  Fouch6  were  successively  sent  in  his  stead ; 
but  all  their  efforts  proved  ineffectual  to  stem  the  tor- 
rent.    The  discontents  went  on  continually  increas- 
ing, and  at  length  recourse  was  openly  had  to  mili- 
tary force.     On  the  morning  of  the  6th  December,  nee.  6, 
the  legislative  body  was  surrounded  with  foreign  bay^'""- 
onefcs;  the  senators  opposed  to  the  French  interest 
expelled ;  several  members  of  the  Directory  changed, 
and  the  government   prostrated,  as  in  France  and 
Holland,  by  a  military  despotism.     The  democratic  1  But.  iii. 
constitution,  established  by  Napoleon,  was  immediately  ^^^:^ 
annulled,  and  a  new  one  established  under  the  dicta- 1?^*   Th. 
tion  of  the  French  ambassador,  in  the  formation  of  177.   Jom. 
which  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  liberties  or  wishes  ^^' 
of  the  people.^ 

These  violent  changes,  introduced  by  the  mere  force 
of  military  power,  occasioned  the  utmost  discontent  in  Excessive 
the  Cisalpine  Republic  ;  and  contributed,  more  than  excited 
any  thing  that  had  yet  occurred,  to  cool  the  ardour  of  ^^^^^^^^.^ 
the  Italian  Revolutionists.     "  This,  then,"  it  was  said,  Lombardy. 
"  is  the  faith,  the  fraternity,  and  the  friendship  which 
you  have  brought  to  us  from  France !     This  is  the 
liberty,  the  prosperity,   which  you  boast  of  having 
established  in  Italy !     What  vast  materials  for  elo- 
quence do  you  aflFord  to  those  who  have  never  trusted 
in  your  promises !     They  will  say,  that  you  never  pro- 
mised liberty  to  the  Italians  but  in  order  that  you 
might  be  the  better  enabled  to  plunder  and  oppress 
them ;  that  under  every  project  of  reform  were  con- 
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CHAP,   cealed  new,  and  still  more  grievous,  chains ;  that  gold, 


XXVI. 


not  freedom,  is  your  idol ;  that  that  fountain  of  every 
1798.    thing  nohle  or  generous  is  not  made  for  you,  nor  you 
for  it ;  finally,  that  the  liberty  of  France  consists  'en- 
tirely in  words  and  speeches ;  in  the  howling  of  a  fran- 
tic  tribune,  and  the  declamations  of  impudent  sophists. 
These  changes,  which,  with  your  despotic  power  and 
so  much  unconcern,  you  have  effected  in  the  Cisalpine 
»  Bot.  ii.    governments,  will  assuredly  prove  the  forerunner  of 
177, 178!    the  fall  of  your  own  republic."^* 

While  Lombardy  was  thus  writhing  under  the 
The  tpoiia-  withering  srasp  of  the  French  Republic,  the  King  of 
King  of  Sardinia  was  undergoing  the  last  acts  of  humiuation 
^!SaJ^*on.  ^^^^  l^s  merciless  allies.  The  early  peace  which  this 
His  CTuei    monarch  had  concluded  with  their  victorious  general, 

hamiU«*  ,  ,  ,  ,  . 

tions.  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  discharged  his  engage- 
ments, the  firm  support  which  the  possession  of  his 
fortresses  had  given  to  their  arms,  were  unable  to  save 
him  from  spoliation.  The  Directory  persisted  in  be- 
lieving that  a  rickety  republic,  torn  by  intestine  divi- 
sions, would  be  a  more  solid  support  to  their  power 
than  a  king  who  had  devoted  his  last  soldier  and  his 
gun  to  their  service.  They  soon  found  an  excuse  for 
subjecting  him  finally  to  their  power,  and  rewarding 
him  for  his  faithful  adherence  to  their  cause  by  the 

*  Lucien  Buonapurte  did  not  hesitate^  at  BfilaH,  to  give  vent  to  the 
same  sentiments.  "  Nothing"  said  he,  **  can  excuse  the  bad  faith  which 
has  characterized  these  transactions.  The  innovations  in  the  CisaliHoe 
Bepublic,  tending  as  they  do  to  abridge  popular  freedom  by  the  excessive 
power  they  confer  upon  the  Directory,  especiaHy  the  exclusive  right  of 
proposing  laws,  are  worthy  of  eternal  condemnation.  Nations,  di^osted 
at  last  with  the  vain  and  empty  name  of  liberty  which  France  is  con- 
tinually resounding  in  their  ears,  and  with  the  constitutions  given  to 
them  one  day,  only  to  be  taken  away  the  next,  wiU  finally  eonceive  t 
weU-founded  detestation  of  tho  Bepubiic,  and  prefer  their  former  sub- 
mission to  a  sovereign."— -BoTTA,  ii.  53. 
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forfeiture  of  all  his  continental  dominions.     After  the   ohap. 

XXV' I 

unworthy  descendant  of  Emanuel  Victor  had  opened ^ 


the  gates  of  Italy  to  France  by  the  fatal  cession  of  the    1793. 
Fiedmontese  fortresses,^  his  life  had  been  a  continual 
scene  of  mortification  and  humiliations.     His  terri- 
tories were  traversed  in  every  direction  by  French 
columns,  of  whose  approach  he  received  no  notifica- 
tion except  a  statement  of  the  supplies  required  by 
them,  which  he  was  obliged  to  furnish  gratuitously  to 
the  Republican  commissaries.     He  was  compelled  to 
banish  all  the  emigrants  from  his  dominions,  and  op- 
press his  subjects  by  enormous  contributions  for  the 
use  of  his  insatiable  allies ;  while  the  language  of  the  ^  Bot.  iL 
revolutionary  clubs,  openly  patronised  by  the  French  jom.  x. 
ambassador  and  agents,  daily  became  more  menacing  ^^-j^^- 
to  the  regal  government.*  175!. 

At  length  th^  threw  off  the  mask.     The  insur- 
gents of  the  valleys  of  the  Tanaro  and  the  Bormida  succenfai 
assembled  to  the  number  of  six  thousand  in  the  neigh-  rf^^fS- 
bourhood  of  Carrosio,   supported  by  two  thousand  paWicaM, 
troops  of  the  Ligurian  republic,  who  left  Genoa  atxuri^. 
mid-day,  with  drums  beating  and  the  tricolor  flag 
flying.     Ginguene,  the  French  ambassador,  endea- 
voured to  persuade  the  King,  in  the  usual  language 
of  revolutionists,  that  there  was  no  danger  in  conced- 
ing all  the  demands  of  the  insurgents,  but  great  in 
opposing  any  resistance  to  their  wishes ;  and  strongly 
urged  the  necessity,  as  a  measure  of  security,  of  his 
placing  the  citadel  of  Turin  in  the  hands  of  a  French 
garrison ;  while  the  Ligurian  republic  resolutely  re- 

*  The  magnitude  of  the  obligation  thus  conferred  hy  Piedmont  on 
France,  wae  fully  admitted  by  the  Directory.  "  Neyer,"  said  they,  on 
congratulating  Charles  Emmanuel  on  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
''Neyer  wiU  France  forget  the  obligations  which  she  owes  to  the  Prince 
of  Piedmont."— 'Hard.  yii.  72. 
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CHAP,  fused  any  passage  for  the  Piodmontese  troops  throagh 
|_that  part  of  their  territories  which  required  to  be 


1798.    passed  before  the  insulated  district  of  Carrosio  coold 
be  reached.     This  was  soon  followed  by  a  menacing 
proclamation,  in  which  they  declared  their  resolu- 
tion to  support  the  insurgents  to  the  utmost  of  their 
June  10.    power ;   while  the  French  ambassador  continued  to 
insist  for  a  complete  pardon  of  these  rebels,  on  condi- 
tion of  their  laying  down  their  arms,  and,  above  ail, 
the  inmiediate  surrender  of  the  citadel  of  Turin.  When 
the  troops  of  Piedmont  approached  the  Ligurian  ter* 
ritory  to  attack  the  rebels  in  Carrosio,  the  French 
ambassador  forbade  them  to  pass  the  frontier,  lest 
they  should  violate  the  neutrality  of  the  allied  repub- 
iAnn.Rflg.lic.     Notwithstanding  this,  they  came  up  with  the 
mf '  Bot  ^^  forces  of  the  insurgents  and  Genoese,  and  de- 
^y^'^'  feated  them  in  two  engagements,  with  such  loss,  that 
175.     '    it  was  evident  their  total  overthrow  was  at  hand.^ 

The  Directory  now  made  no  shew  of  preserving 
TiMking    moderation;  they  pretended  that  a  conspiracy  had 
toifpri^  been  discovered  for  renewing  the  Sicilian  Vespers 
■oner.       with  all  the  French  in  Piedmont,  and,  as  a  test  of  the 
King  not  being  involved  in  the  design,  insisted  on  the 
immediate  cession  of  the  citadel  of  Turin.    Pressed 
on  all  sides,  threatened  with  insurrection  in  his  own 
June  27,    domiuious,  and  menaced  with  the  whole  weight  of  re- 
1708.        publican  vengeance,  the  King  at  length  submitted  to 
their  demands ;  and  that  admirable  fortress,  the  mas- 
terpiece of  Vauban,  which  had  stood,  a  century  before, 
the  famous  siege  which  enabled  the  Austrian  forces, 
under  Eugene,  to  advance  to  its  relief,  and  terminated 
in  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  Italy,  was  yield- 
ed without  a  struggle  to  their  arms.     The  surrender 
of  this  impregnable  fortress  put  the  King  of  Sardinia 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  French  troops.    He  was 
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no  loDfi^er  permitted  the  semblance  even  of  resal  autho-    chap. 

.  .  .  XXVI 

rity;  French  guards  attended  him  on  all  occasions, '_' 

and,  under  the  semblance  of  respect,  kept  him  a  state    1798. 
prisoner  in  his  own  palace ;  while  the  ambassadors  of 
the  other  powers,  deeming  Piedmont  now  a  French 
province,  wrote  to  their  respective  sovereigns,  request- 
ing to  be  recalled  from  Turin,  where  the  French  am- 
bassador was  now  the  real  sovereign.     The  republi- 
can generals  improved  the  time  to  reduce  the  un- 
happy monarch  to  despair.     They  loaded  all  his  mi- 
nisters, civil  and  military,  with  accusations,  and  in- 
sisted on  their  dismisal  from  his  court  and  capital ; 
forced  him  to  abandon  all  proceedings  against  the  in- 
surgents of  every  description  ;  new-modelled  the  go-  *  Ann.  Reg, 
vernment  according  to  their  republican  ideas,  and  com-  ^.^  \i^^' 
pelled  him  to  deliver  up  all  the  places  he  had  taken  J  ^^^M*^* 
from  the  Genoese  republic.^  177. 

For  a  few  months  this  shadow  of  authority  was  left 
to  the  King;  but  at  length  his  complete  dethrone- He  is  at 
meat  was  effected.     He  was  charged  with  having,  in^o^d  to 
his  secret  correspondence  with  Vienna,  allowed  a  wish  ai>dicate, 

•  '        1   1  •  "*    retire 

to  escape  him,  that  he  might  soon  be  delivered  from  to  sardi- 
his  imperious  allies ;  and  only  made  his  peace  with  the 
Directory  by  the  immediate  payment  of  8,000,000 
francs,  or  L.320,000.  When  the  Roman  republic 
was  invaded  by  the  Neapolitans,  he  was  ordered  to 
furnish  the  stipulated  contingent  of  eight  thousand 
men ;  and  this  was  agreed  to.  The  surrender  of  all 
the  royal  arsenals  was  next  demanded ;  and  during 
the  discussion  of  that  demand,  the  French  under  Jou-  j^  g 
bert  treacherously  commenced  hostilities.*     Novarra,  1708. 

*  Becoyering,  in  the  last  extremity,  a  portion  of  the  courage  which, 
if  earlier  exerted,  might  have  averted  their  fate,  the  Piedmontese  cabi- 
net at  this  crisis  prepared  a  manifesto,  which  the  Directory  instantly 
and  carefully  suppressed.    It  bore : — "  The  Fledmontese  government, 
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CHAP.   Suza,  Coni,  and  Alexandria,  were  fiRurprised ;  a  few 

'_  battalions  who  attempted  to  resist  were  driven  into 

1798.    Turin,  where  the  king,  having  drained  the  cup  of 

in  the  anxious  wish  of  sparing  its  sabjecta  the  nusforiiinea  which  threat- 
ened ity  has  acceded  to  all  the  demands  of  the  French  Bepublic,  both 
in  contributions,  clothing,  and  supplies  for  the  annj  of  Italy,  though 
greatly  exceeding  the  engagements  which  it  had  contracted,  and  which 
were  so  burdensome  as  entirely  to  exhaust  the  royal  treasmy*  Hu 
majesty  has  even  gone  so  far  as  to  agree  to  place  in  their  hands  the 
citadel  of  Turin ;  and  the  rery  day  on  which  it  was  demanded,  he  gaye 
orders  for  the  furnishing  of  the  contingent  stipulated  by  the  treaty.  At 
the  same  moment  he  dispatched  a  messenger  to  Paris  to  negotiate  con* 
coming  other  demands  which  were  inadmissible^  in  particular  the  sur- 
render of  all  the  arsenals.  But  in  the  midst  of  these  measures,  the 
commander  of  the  French  garrison  in  the  citadel  of  Turin  violently 
seized  possession  of  the  towns  of  Novarra,  Alexandria,  Chiyasso,  and 
Suza.  His  majesty,  profoundly  afflicted  at  these  events,  feels  it  his 
duty  to  declare  thus  publicly,  that  he  has  faithfully  performed  all  his 
engagements  to  France,  and  given  no  provocation  whatever  to  the  disas- 
trous events  which  threaten  his  kingdom."  Grouchy,  the  French  gene- 
^  Hard.  vii.  ral,  forced  the  king  to  suppress  this  proclamation,  threatening  to  bom- 
'*  bard  him  in  his  own  palace  in  case  of  refusal.^ 

The  unworthy  intrigues,  falsehoods,  and  menaces  by  which  the  re- 
signation of  the  throne  was  forced  npon  the  king,  are  thus  detailed  bj 
the  same  general  in  his  secret  report  to  the  Directory : — ''  The  moment 
had  now  arrived^  when  all  the  springs  which  I  had  prepared  were  to 
be  put  in  motion.    At  this  crisis,  an  envoy  came  to  me  from  the  king: 
he  was  a  man  to  be  gained,  and  was  so ;  other  persona  were  also  cor- 
rupted ;  but  the  great  difficulty  was,  that  these  propositions  all  ema- 
nated from  the  king,  and  that  no  writing  reached  me,  so  that  in  no  event 
could  I  be  disavowed.    Circumspection  was  the  more  necessary,  as«sr 
wcu  not  'yet  declared  againtt  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  act  so  that  his  resignation  might  appear  to  be  voluntary.     I  confined 
myself  to  threatening  the  envoy,  and  sent  him  out  of  the  citadel.  Mean- 
while, my  secret  agents  were  incessantly  at  work ;  the  envoy  retonsd 
to  me ;  I  announced  the  arrival  of  columns  which  had  not  yet  come  op; 
and  informed  him  that  the  hour  of  vengeance  had  arrived ;  that  Turin 
was  surrounded  on  all  sides,  that  escape  was  impossible,  and  that  nn- 
qualified  submission  alone  remained.     The  Council  of  State  had  sat  all 
the  morning ;  my  hidden  emissaries  there  had  carried  their  point.    The 
conditions  I  exacted  were  agreed  to.     I  insisted,  as  an  indispensable 
preliminary,  that  all  the  Piedmontese  troops  which  had  been  assembled 
in  Turin  for  a  month  past  should  be  dismissed ;  in  presence  of  Clause), 
the  king  signed  the  order;  and  after  eight  hours  (^  farther  altercatien» 
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misery  to  the  dregs,  was  compelled  to  resign  all  his   chap. 
contiuental  dominions,  which  were  immediately  taken    ^^^^' 


possession  of  hy  the  French  authorities.     A  fugitive    i^gs. 
from  his  capital,  the  ill-fated  monarch  left  his  palace 
by  torch-light  during  the  night,  and  owed  his  safe  re- 
treat to  the  island  of  Sardinia  to  the  generous  efforts 
of  Talleyrand,  then  ambassador  at  Turin,  who  pro-* 
tected  him  from  the  dangers  which  threatened  his  life. 
A  provirional  government  was  immediately  established 
in  Turin,  composed  of  twenty-five  of  the  most  violent 
of  the  democratic  party ;  while  Grouchy  seized  hold 
of  the  treasury,  arsenals,  and  fortresses  of  the  king- 
dom, and  published  a  proclamation,  denouncing  the 
pain  of  death  against  whoever  had  a  pound  of  powder  i  Haiti,  vii. 
or  a  gun  in  his  possession,  and  declaring  that  any  of  j^^'^^^f  gg 
the  nobles  who  mifi^ht  engaire  in  an  insurrection  should  Lac-  x»v. 
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be  arrested,  sent  to  France,  and  have  half  their  goods  Bot!  in. 
confiscated.^  ^^^'  ^^^• 

While  these  events  were  in  progress  in  the  north 
of  Italy,  war  had  arisen  and  a  kingdom  been  over-  Affain  of 
thrown  in  the  south  of  the  peninsula.  Naples,  placed  ^*p^®*- 
on  the  edge  of  the  revolutionary  volcano  since  the. 
erection  of  the  States  of  the  Church  into  a  separate 
republic,  had  viewed  with  the  utmost  alarm  the  pro- 
gress of  the  democratic  spirit  in  its  dominions ;  and 
on  the  occupation  of  Rome  by  the  French  troops, 
thirty  thousand  men  were  stationed  in  the  mountain 
passes  on  the  frontier,  in  the  belief  that  an  imme- 
diate invasion  was  intended.  These  apprehensions 
were  not  diminished  by  the  appearance  of  the  expe- 

the  same  officer  compelled  him  to  sign  the  whole  articles  which  I  had 
wquired."— See  Hard.  vii.  1 18, 120.  See  also  the  Resignation  correctljr 
given  in  Hard.  vii.  122,  et  Mq.  The  French  general  made  the  king  dis- 
avow the  proclamation  already  quoted,  of  which  some  copies  had  been, 
printed. 
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CHAP,   dition  to  Egypt  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  capture  of 
•   Malta,  and  the  vicinity  of  so  large  a  force  to  the 


1798.    coasts  of  Naples.     Rightly  judging,  from  the  fate  of 
the  other  states  in  Italy,  that  their  destruction  was 
unavoidable,  either  from  internal  revolution  or  exter- 
nal violence,  if  measures  were  not  taken  to  avert  the 
danger,  the  Neapolitan  cabinet  augmented  their  mili- 
tary establishment,  and  secretly  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  Austria,  whose  disposition  to  put  a  stop  to 
the   further  encroachments  of  France  was  obvious 
from  their  occupation  of  the  Orisons,  for  the  purpose 
of  concerting  measures  for  their  common  defence.  The 
French  ambassador,  Garat,  a  well-known  republican, 
1  Jom.  xL   in  vain  endeavoured  to  allay  their  apprehensions ;  but, 
L«5.  xlv.    ^^  t^^  same  time,  smiled  at  the  feeble  military  force 
A^*'  ^rL.  ^^*^  which  they  hoped  to  arrest  the  conquerors  of 
1798, 125.  Areola  and  Rivoli.^ 

Considered  merely  with  reference  to  the  number 
Their  mill-  and  equipment  of  its  forces,  the  Neapolitan  monarchy 
pmtiraa  ^^®  ^y  ^^  means  to  be  despised ;  and  was  capable, 
apparently,  of  interfering  with  decisive  efiect  in  the 
approaching  struggle  between  France  and  Austria  in 
the  Italian  peninsula.  Its  infantry  consisted  of  thirty 
thousand  regular  soldiers  and  fifteen  thousand  militia ; 
the  artillery,  organized  by  French  officers,  was  on 
the  best  posssible  footing ;  and  the  cavalry  had  given 
proof  of  its  efficiency  in  the  actions  on  the  Po,  in  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign  of  1796.  Forty 
thousand  men  were  ordered  to  be  added  to  the  army, 
to  carry  it  to  the  war  establishment,  and  the  militia 
to  be  quadrupled.  But  these  energetic  measures  were 
never  carried  into  full  execution ;  notwithstanding  the 
imposition  of  heavy  taxes,  and  liberal  donations  from 
the  nobility  and  clergy,  insurmountable  difficulties 
were  experienced  in  the  levying  and  equipping  so  large 
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a  body  of  troops ;  and  the  effective  forces  of  the  mo-   chap. 

narchy  never  exceeded  sixty  thousand  men,  of  which '_ 

one-third  were  required  to  garrison  the  fortresses  on    1793. 
the  frontier.     These  troops,  such  as  they  were,  ap- 
peared deficient  in  military  spirit;  the  officers,  ap- 
pointed by  court  intrigue,  had  lost  all  the  confidence 
of  the  soldiers ;  and  the  discipline,  alternately  carried 
on  on  the  German  and  Spanish  systems,  was  in  the 
most  deplorable  state.     To  crown  the  whole,  the  com- 
mon men,  especially  in  the  infantry,  were  destitute  of 
courage ;  a  singular  circumstance  in  the  descendants 
of  the  Samnites,  but  which  has  invariably  been  the '  Jom.  xi. 
disgrace  of  the  Neapolitan  army  since  the  fall  of  the  ^.  f^^g^ 
Roman  empire.^  *^*  ***'• 

The  French  commenced  their  revolutionary  mea- 
sures in  Naples  by  requiring  the  immediate  liberation  intriguei 
of  all  those  of  the  democratic  party  who  were  confined  French. 
for  political  offences;  and  though  this  demand  was^^^j^^'^ 
highly  obnoxious  to  the  court,  yet  such  was  the  terror  »ecrot  en- 
inspired  by  the  Republican  arms,  that  they  were  obliged  ^"aos- 
to  comply.     Meanwhile,  intrigues  of  every  kind  were  ^^ 
set  on  foot  by  the  French  agents  in  the  Neapolitan 
territories;  the  insolence  of  their  ambassador  knew 
no  bounds  ;  the  grossest  libels  against  the  queen  and 
the  royal  family  were  daily  published  in  the  Roman 
papers,  under  the  direction  of  the  French  generals ;  and 
a  general  military  survey  made  of  the  Neapolitan 
frontiers,  and  transmitted  to  the  Directory  at  Paris. 
During  these  revolutionary  measures,  however,  the 
French  were  daily  augmenting  their  forces  at  Rome, 
and  making  preparations  for  offensive  operations ;  and 
the  cabinet  of  Naples  was  warned  not  to  put  any  re- 
liance on  so  distant  a  power  as  Austria,  as  the  French 
in  the  Ecclesiastical  States  would  be  adequate  to  the 
conquest  of  Naples  before  the  Imperial  troops  could 
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CHAP,   pass  the  Po«    But  the  coui*t  were  finn  :  the  military 
|_  preparations  were  continued  with  unabated  yigour,  and 


1798.    ^  treaty,  offensive  and  defensive,  was  concluded  widi 

Aug.  10.     the  Emperor,  by  which  the  King  of  Naples  was  to  be 

assisted,  in  the  event  of  an  invasion,  by  a  powerful 

army  of  Austrians.     It  was  no  part  of  the  first  design 

of  the  Neapolitans  to  commence  hostilities,  but  to  wait 

>  jom.  z.    till  the  Republicans  were  fully  engaged  with  the  Im- 

iii.  142.  *  perialists  on  the  Adige,  when  it  was  thought  their 

126.         sula. 

Matters  were  in  this  inflammable  state  in  the  king- 
Aag.  so,  dom  of  Naples,  when  the  intelligence  arrived  of  the 
^^^'  glorious  victory  of  the  Nile,  and  the  total  destruction 
And  are  of  the  Frouch  fleet  on  the  shores  of  Egypt.  The 
to^'rt^  effect  produced  over  all  Europe,  but  especially  in  Italy, 
by  the  by  this  great  event,  was  truly  electrical.  It  was  the 
the  Nii^e,    ^^st  docisivo  defeat  which  the  French  had  experienced 

N«1»n'8     ®^^  *^®  "^^  ^^  *'^^  Republic ;  it  annihilated  their 
arrival       uaval  powor  in  the  Mediterranean,  left  Malta  to  its 
h^mtiM.  fa^te,  and,  above  all,  seemed  to  banish  Napoleon  and 
his  victorious  troops  for   ever  from  the  scene  of 
European  warfare.     The  language  of  humiliation  and 
despondency  was  forthwith  laid   aside;    loud  conk- 
plaints  of  the  perfidy  and  extortion  of  the  French 
armies  became  universal;  and  the  giddy  multitude, 
who  had  recently  hailed  their  approach  with  tumul- 
tuous shouts  of  joy,  taught  by  bitter  experience,  now 
prepared  to  salute,  with  still  louder  acclamations, 
those  who  should  deliver  them  from  their  yoke.    The 
enthusiasm  at  Naples  was  already  very  great,  when 
the  arrival  of  Nelson  with  his  victorious  fleet  at  that 
port  raised  it  to  the  highest  possible  pitch.    He  was 
received  with  more  than  regal  honours ;  the  King  and 
the  Queen  went  out  to  meet  him  in  the  bay ;  the  im* 
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mease  and  ardent  population  of  the  capital  rent  the    chap. 
air  with  their  acclamations ;  and  the  shores  of  Pomlippo ^ 


were  thronged  with  crowds  anxious  to  catch  a  glance    1793. 

of  the  Conqueror  of  the  Nile.     The  remonstrances  of 

the  French  ambassador  were  unable  to  restrain  the 

nniversal  joy ;  the  presence  of  the  British  admiral  was 

deemed  a  security  against  every  danger ;  a  signal  for 

the  resurrection  of  the  world  against  its  oppressors. 

In  vain  Ariola,  and  the  more  prudent  counsellors  of 

the  King,  represented  the  extreme  peril  of  attacking, 

with  their  inexperienced  forces,  the  veterans  of  France 

before  the  Austrians  were  ready  to  support  them  on 

the  Adige ;  these  wise  remonstrances  were  disregarded, 

and  the  war  party,  at  the  head  of  which  were  the  ^  jom.  zi. 

Queen  and  Lady  Hamilton,  the  wife  of  the  English  ^.(n/keg. 

ambassador,  succeeded  in  producing  a  determination  I708»is5, 

for  the  immediate  commencement  of  hosilities.^  x.  ui,  144. 

Though  irritated  to  the  last  degree  at  the  determined 
stand  which  the  King  of  Naples  had  made  against  Forces 
their  revolutionary  designs,  and  the  open  joy  his  sub-J®^^^^^ 
jects  had  testified  at  their  disasters,  the  French  were  in  the 

1  J.  A   At  •      .•  A  ••  affiliated 

by  no  means  desirous  at  this  time  to  engage  in  imme-  Republics. 
diate  warfare  with  a  new  opponent.  The  battle  of  the 
Nile,  and  consequent  isolation  of  their  bravest  army 
and  best  general,  had  greatly  damped  the  arrogance 
of  their  former  presumption  :  their  finances  were  in 
an  inextricable  state  of  confusion ;  the  soldiers,  both 
at  Rome  and  Mantua,  had  lately  mutinied  from  want 
of  pay  ;  and  the  forces  of  Austria,  supported^  as  it 
was  foreseen  they  would  be,  by  those  of  Russia,  were 
rapidly  increasing  both  in  numbers  and  efficiency.  In 
these  circumstances,  it  was  their  obvious  policy  to 
temporize,  and  delay  the  overthrow  of  the  Neapolitan 
monarchy  till  the  great  levies  they  were  making  in 
France  were  ready  to  take  the  field,  and  keep  in  check 
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CHAP,    the  Imperial  forces  on  the  Adiffe  till  the  work  of 

XXVI  •         • 

revolution  in  the  south  of  Italy  was  completed.  Mean- 


1798.  while,  the  affiliated  republics  were  called  on  to  take 
their  full  share  of  the  burdens  consequent  upon  their 
alliance  ivith  France.  Every  man  in  Switzerland 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  from  sixteen  to  forty-five 
years  of  age,  was  put  in  requisition ;  the  King  of 
Sardinia  compelled  to  advance  8,000,000  francs ;  the 
Cisalpine  Republic  assessed  at  a  loan  of  24,000,900 
francs,  or  L.  1,000,000  sterling,  and  required  to  put 
1  Ann.  ii«g.  its  whole  contingent  at  the  disposal  of  France :  and  a 

1798  128  •  • 

129. '  uc.  fresh  contribution  of  12,000,000  francs  imposed  on 
jlm ^xi'  *^®  Roman  territory,  besides  having  assignats  issued 
37, 38.      on  the  security  of  ecclesiastical  estates.^ 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the 

MflMsk  tnket  Neapolitan  government  had  requested  the  Austrians 

nt^d^    to  send  them  some  general  capable  of  directing  the 

Naples,      movements   of  the   large  force   which  they  had  in 

readiness  to  take  the  field.     The  Aulic  Council  sent 

Qeneral  Mack,  an  officer  who  stood  high  at  Vienna 

in-  the  estimation  of  military  men,  but  who,  though 

skilled  in  sketching  out  plans  of  a  campaign  on  paper, 

and  possessed  of  considerable  talent  in  strategetical 

design,  was  totally  destitute  of  the  peneti-ation  and 

decision  requisite  for  success  in  the  field.     Nelson  at 

once  saw  through  his  character.     ^^  Mack,'^  said  he, 

'^  cannot  travel  without  five  carriages.     I  have  formed 

'  8outhey*ii  my  opiuiou  of  him  :  would  to  God  that  I  may  be  mifi- 

19  ^Jom    ^^^^  • "    -^  ^  opinion  which,  to  the  disgrace  of  Austria, 

zi.  168.     was  too  literally  verified  in  the  events  at  Ulm.  whieh 

16.  '     '  have  given  a  mournful  celebrity  to  his  name.^ 

For  long  the  Directory  persisted  in  the  belief  that 
Dispersed  the  Neapolitans  would  never  venture  to  take  the  field 
the  Frendi  till  the  Austrian  forces  were  ready  to  support  them, 
troops.       which  it  was  known  would  not  be  the  case  till  the 
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following  spring.    They  had  done  nothing,  accordingly,    ch  a  p. 
towards  concentrating  their  troops  :  and  when  there 


could  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that  war  was  about  to  1793. 
commence,  their  only  resource  was  to  send  Championet 
to  take  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  environs  of 
Rome.  He  found  them  dispersed  over  a  surface  of  not.  !2o, 
sixty  leagues.  Macdonald,  with  six  thousand,  lay  at 
Terracina,  and  guarded  the  narrow  defile  betwixt  its 
rodks  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea ;  Casa  Bianca,  with 
the  left  wing,  five  thousand  strong,  occupied  the  re- 
verse of  the  Apennines  towards  Ancona ;  in  the  centre, 
General  Lemoine,  with  four  thousand  men,  was  sta- 
tioned at  Temi,  and  watched  the  central  defiles  of  the 
Apennines  ;  while  five  thousand  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Rome.  Thus  twenty  thousand  men  were 
stretched  across  the  peninsula  from  sea  to  sea,  while 
doable  that  number  of  Neapolitans  were  concentrated 
in  the  environs  of  Capua,  ready  to  separate  and  over- 
whelm them.  This  was  rendered  the  more  feasible, 
as  the  bulk  of  the  Neapolitan  forces  advanced  in  the 
Abruzan,  had  passed,  by  a  considerable  distance,  the 
Republicans  at  Rome  and  Terracina.  Circumstances 
never  occurred  more  favourable  to  a  decisive  stroke, » jom.  xi 
had  the  Neapolitan  generals  possessed  capacity  to  un-  2^^^r^; 
dertake,  or  their  soldiers  courage  to  execute  it.^  i^®®*  i^i. 

Mack  began  his  operations  on  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber ;  but,  instead  of  profiting  by  the  dispersion  of  the  Nov.  23, 
French  force,  to  throw  an  overwhelming  mass  upon 
their  centre,  detach  and  surround  the  right  wing  and  Mack  com^ 
troops  at  Rome,  which  were  so  far  advanced  as  almost  JJJJJ^"j^ 
to  invite  his  seizure,  he  divided  his  forces  into  five  ^^  «»*eps 
columns  to  enter  the  Roman  territory  by  as  many  dif- 
ferent points  of  attack.     A  corps  of  seven  thousand 
infantry  and  six  hundred  horse,  was  destined  to  ad- 

VOL.  Ill,  u  u 
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CHAP,  vance  along  the  shore  of  the  Adriatic  towards  Aneona ; 
'  two  thousand  men  were  directed  against  Term  and 
1798.  Foligno ;  the  main  hody,  under  Mack  in  person,  con- 
sisting of  twenty  thousand  infantry  and  four  thousand 
cavalry,  was  moved  forward,  through  the  centre  of  the 
Peninsula,  hy  Valmontone,  or  Frescati,  while  eight 
thousand  infantry  and  three  hundred  cavalry  advanced 
hy  Terracina  and  the  Pontine  marshes  on  Alhano  and 
Rome,  and  five  thousand  men  were  emharked  on  board 
some  of  Lord  Nelson^s  ships,  to  be  landed  at  L^horn, 
and  effect  a  diversion  in  the  rear  of  the  ^lerny.  The 
overwhehning  force  which  was  directed  against  Fres- 
cati, and  which  threatened  to  separate  the  Republi- 
cans stationed  there  from  the  remainder  of  the  annv, 
obliged  Championet  to  evacuate  Rome  and  concentrate 
his  forces  at  Terni ;  and  the  King  of  Naples  made  hb 
triumphal  entry  into  that  city  on  the  29th.  Sacb, 
however,  was  the  state  of  discipline  of  his  troops,  that 
they  fell  into  confusion  merely  from  the  fatigues  of 
the  march  and  the  severity  of  the  rains,  and  arrived 
in  as  great  disorder  at  the  termination  of  a  few  dars^ 
advance,  as  if  thev  had  sustained  a  disastrous  retreat. 
Nov.  ^xi.     While  Mack  was  reorganizing  his  battalions  at  Rome, 


1798. 


General  Lemoine  succeeded  in  surrounding  and  mak- 
ing  prisoners  the  corps  of  two  thousand  men  which 
advanced  against  Terni;  while  Giustini,  who  com- 
1  Jom.  xi.  manded  another  little  column  in  the  centre,  was  driven 
Aidi.  Reg.  over  the  mountains  to  the  main  body  on  the  banks  of 
H«rf*.  V!^'  *^®  Tiber.  The  corps  which  advanced  against  Aneona, 
11, 10, 18.  after  some  trifiiuff  success,  was  thrown  back  about  the 
189!         same  time  within  the  Neapolitan  frontier.^ 

These  successes,  and  the  accounts  he  received  of 
the  disordered  state  of  the  main  body  of  the  enemy^s 
forces  at  Rome,  encouraged  Championet  to  keep  his 
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ground  on  the  southern  slope  of  the  Apennines,  chap. 
Stationing,  therefore,  Macdonald,  with  a  large  force,  ^^^^' 
at  Civita  Castellana,  perhaps  the  ancient  Veii,  a  city  2793. 
surrounded  by  inaccessible  precipices,  he  hastened  7],^^  ,^ 
himself  to  Ancona,  to  accelerate  the  formation  of  the  ^"^^^  ^ 

,        ,  where  de- 

parks  of  artillery,  and  the  organization  of  the  reserves  feated 
of  the  army.     This  distribution  of  his  forces  exposed  v^dn^ 
the  troops  at  Civita  Castellana  to  the  risk  of  being  cut*^^'^^®'^- 
off  by  an  irruption,  in  force,  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
line  of  their  retreat  at  Terni ;  but  the  Republicans 
had  not  to  contend  either  with  the  genius  or  the  troops 
of  Napoleon.     Mack,  persisting  in  the  system  of  di- 
viding his  forces,  exposed  them  to  defeat  from  the 
veterans  of  France  at  every  point  of  attack,  and  in 
truth,  their  character  was  such  that  by  no  possible 
exertions  could  they  be  brought  to  face  the  enemy. 
One  of  his  columns,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier 
Saze,  destined  to  turn  Civita  Castellana  on  the  left, 
was  attacked,  at  the  bridge  of  Borghetto  over  the 
Tiber,  by  Kniazwitz,  at  the  head  of  three  thousand  of 
the  Polish  legion,  and  totally  defeated,  with  the  loss 
of  all  its  artillery.     The  other,  intended  to  turn  it  on 
the  right,  encountered  the  advanced  guard  of  Mac- 
donald near  Nepi,  and  was  speedily  routed,  with  the 
loss  of  two  thousand  prisoners,  all  its  baggage,  and 
fifteen  pieces  of  artillery.     In  the  centre,  Marshal  Dec.  4, 
Boarcard  in  vain  endeavoured  to  force  the  bridge  of 
Rome,  thrown  over  the  chasm  on  the  southern  side  of 
Civita  Castellana ;  and  at  length  Mack,  finding  both 
his  wings  defeated,  withdrew  his  forces,  and  began  to  *  Th-  \ 
meditate  a  new  design  to  dislodge  his  antagonists  from  loe!   Jom. 
their  formidable  position.^  *'•  *^'  ^^• 

Instructed  by  this  disaster,  both  in  regard  to  the 
miserable  quality  of  his  own  troops  and  the  ruinous 
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CHAP,   selection  he  had  made  of  the  point  of  attack.  Mack 
^^^'   resolved  upon  a  different  disposition  of  his  forces. 


1798.    Leaving,  therefore.  Marshal  Bourcard,  with  four  thou- 
Fresh  dis.  ^^^^  i^^i^)  ^^  frout  of  Civita  Castellana,  he  transported 
ih**N  a^     *^®  main  hody  of  his  army  to  the  other  hank  of  the 
litant,  and  Tiber,  with  the  design  of  overwhelming  Lemoine  in 
^'^   the  central  and  important  position  of  Terni.    This 
movement,  which,   if  rapidly  executed  with  steady 
troops,  might  have  been  attended  with  decisive  success, 
became,  from  the  slowness  with  which  it  was  per- 
formed, and  the  wretched  quality  of  the  soldiers  to 
Dec.  10.     whom  it  was  entrusted,  the  source  of  irreparable  dis- 
asters*   General  Metch,  who  commanded  his  advanced 
guard,  five  thousand  strong,  having  descended  from 
the  mountains  and  surprised  Otricoli,  was  soon  assailed 
•  there  by  General  Mathieu,  and  driven  back  to  Calvi, 

where  he  was  thrown  into  such  consternation  by  the 
arrival  of  Kniazwitz  on  his  flank  with  fifteen  hundred 
men,  that  he  laid  down  his  arms,  with  four  thousand 
men,  though  both  the  attacking  columns  did  not  ei- 
ceed  three  thousand  five  hundred.  After  this  check, 
accompanied  with  such  disgraceful  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  troops.  Mack  despaired  of  success,  and  in- 
stantly commenced  his  retreat  towards  the  Neapolitan 
frontier.  The  king  of  Naples  hastily  left  Rome  in 
the  night,  and  fled  in  the  utmost  alarm  to  his  own 
capital,^  while  Mack  retired  with  all  his  forces,  aban- 
doning the  Ecclesiastical  States  to  their  fate.  Cham- 
Dec  12.  pionet  vigorously  pursued  the  retiring  column ;  the 
French  troops  entered  Rome;  and  General  Damas, 
cut  off  with  three  thousand  men  from  the  main  bodr, 
and  driven  to  Orbitello,  concluded  a  convention  with 
Kellermann,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  they  should 
evacuate  the  Tuscan  States  without  being  considered 
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as  prisoners  of  war.     Seventeen  days  after  the  o'pen-    chap. 

•  •  XXVI 

ing  of  the  campaign,  the  Neapolitan  troops  were  ex- [^ 


pelled  at  all  points  from  the  ecclesiastical  territory ;    1798. 
Rome  was  again  in  the  hands  of  the  Republicans : '  Th.  z. 

^o  .  105  197 

eighteen  thousand  veterans  had  driven  before  themjom.  xi.* 
forty  thousand  men,  splendidly  dressed  and  abundantly  ^^^f^*^' 
equipped,  but  destitute  of  all  the  discipline  and  courage  14 1,  uV. 
requisite  to  obtain  success  in  war/  1798,^! 

Such  was  the  terror  inspired  by  these  disasters, 
that  the  Court  of  Naples  did  not  conceive  themselves  The  nm- 
in  safety  even  in-  their  own  capital.     On  the  21st  ^^^^^ 
December,  the  royal  family,  during  the  night,  with-  refVige  on 
drew  on  board  Nelson^s  fleet,  and  embarked  for  Sicily,  EngUah 
taking  with  them  the  most  valuable  effects  in  the^^^ 
palaces  at  Naples  and  Caserta,  the  chief  curiosities  in 
the  museum  of  Portici,  and  above  a  million  in  specie 
from  the  public  treasury.      The  inhabitants  of  the 
capital  were  thrown  into  the  utmost  consternation  i>ec.  si, 

1798. 

when  they  learned  in  the  morning  that  the  royal  family 
and  ministers  had  all  fled,  leaving  to  them  the  burden 
of  maintaining  a  disastrous  and  ruinous  contest  with 
France.     Nothing,  of  course,  could  be  expected  from 
the  citizens  when  the  leaders  of  the  state  had  been  the 
first  to  show  the  example  of  desertion.     The  revolu- 
tionary spirit  immediately  broke  out  in  the  democra- 
tical  part  of  the  community  ;  rival  authorities  were '  Jom.  zi. 
constituted,  the  dissensions  of  party  paralysed  the  of-iS[.^x.*i99. 
forts  of  the  few  who  were  attached  to  their  country,  ^-  »^- 
and  every  thing  seemed  to  promise  an  easy  victory  to  Hot*,  ih. 
the  invaders.^  ^^'''''• 

Meanwhile  Championet  was  engaged  in  prepara- aumpio- 
tions  for  the  conquest  of  Naples ;  an  object  which,  J^iVlTto 
considered  in  a  military  point  of  view,  required  little  in^«de 
more  than  vigour  and  capacity,  but  which,  politically,  H^^anof 
could  notfedl  to  be  highly  injurious  to  the  interests  of  ^p*"*^**"- 
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CHAP.   France,  by  the  demonstratioii  it  would  a£Ford  of  the 
'_  insatiable  nature  of  the  spirit  of  propagaadism  by 


1798.  which  its  government  was  actuated,  and  the  dispersioa 
of  its  military  force  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  pen- 
insula which  it  would  produce.  The  sagacity  of  Na* 
poleon  was  never  more  clearly  evinced  than  in  the 
resistance  which  he  made  to  the  tempting  offers  made 
to  him  in  his  first  campaign  for  the  conquest  of  Rome ; 
and  the  wisdom  of  his  resolution  was  soon  manifested 
by  the  disa£trous  effects  which  followed  the  extension 
of  the  French  forces  into  the  extremity  of  Nicies, 
when  they  had  the  whole  weight  of  Austria  to  expect 
on  the  Adige.  Untaught  by  the  ruinous  consequences 
of  an  undue  dispersion  of  force  by  the  Austrian  com- 
mander, Championet  fell  into  precisely  the  same  error 
in  the  invasion  of  Naples.  He  had  at  his  disposal, 
after  deducting  the  garrisons  of  Rome  and  Ancona, 
twenty-one  thousand  infantry  and  two  thousand  car 
valry,  having  received  considerable  reinforcements 
from  the  north  of  Italy  since  the  contest  oonmienced. 
This  force  he  divided  into  five  columns  :  on  the  ex- 
treme right,  Rey,  with  two  thousand  five  hundred 
infantry  and  eight  hundred  cavalry,  was  ordered  to 
advance  by  the  Pontine  marshes  to  Terracina,  while 
Macdonald^  with  seven  thousand  foot  and  three  haor 
dred  horse,  pushed  forward  to  Ciprano;  Lemoine* 
with  four  thousand  infantry  and  two  hundred  cavalrT, 
was  directed  to  move  upon  Sulmona;  while  seven 
thousand  infantry  and  two  hundred  horse,  under 
Duhesme,  ascended  the  course  of  the  Pescara  to  Popoli, 
where  they  were  to  effect  their  junction  with  the  di- 
vision of  Lemoine.  The  object  of  these  complicated 
movements  was  to  assemble  a  formidable  force  in  front 
of  Capua  and  along  the  stream  of  the  V oltumns ;  bnt 
the  difficulty  of  uniting  the  different  colunuis  after  a 
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lonff  march  in  a  iftountainous  and  rug&ted  country  was    chap. 

XXVI 

80  great,  that,  had  they  been  opposed  by  an  enemy  of ^ 

skill  and  resolution,  they  would  have  experienced  the    1798. 
fate  of  Wnrmser,  when  he  divided  his  army  in  pre^ '  Jom.  zi. 
sence  of  Napoleon  On  the  opposite  sides  of  the  lake  of  B<^t.  ih. 
Qarda.*  »«>'  i*^- 

Notwithstanding  their  perilous  dispersion  of  force, 
the  invading  army  at  all  points  met  with  surprising  Hii  tur- 
success.  On  approachmg  the  Neapolitan  territory,  suocen. 
they  found  Mack  posted  with  twenty-five  thousand 
men  in  a  strong  position  behind  the  Volturnus,  stretch- 
ing from  Castella  Mare  to  Scaffa  di  Cajazzo ;  having 
Capua,  with  its  formidable  ramparts,  in  the  centre^ 
and  both  its  wings  covered  by  a  numerous  artillery. 
Bat  nothing  could  induce  the  Neapolitan  troops  to 
withstand  the  enemy.  After  a  sharp  skirmish,  their 
advanced  guard  abandoned  the  wooded  cliffs  of  Itri, 
fled  through  their  almost  impregnable  thickets  to 
Gaeta,  the  strongest  place  in  the  Neapolitan  domi- 
nions, which  surrendered  with  its  garrison,  three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  strong,  on  the  first  summons  of 
General  Rey,  with  an  inferior  force.  The  troops  on 
the  left,  behind  the  VolturnuSi  seized  with  an  unac- 
countable panic,  at  the  same  time  abandoned  their 
position  and  artillery,  and  fled  for  refuge  under  the 
cannon  of  Capua.  Thither  they  were  pursued  in 
haste  by  Macdonald^s  division ;  but  the  cannon  of 
the  ramparts  opened  upon  them  so  terrible  a  fire  of 
grape-shot,  that  they  were  repulsed  with  great  slaugh- 
ter; and- had  the  Neapolitan  cavalry  obeyed  Mack's •  Jom.  xl 
order  to  charge  at  that  critical  moment,  that  division  Bot.  m. 
of  the  French  army  would  have  been  totally  de-^^^-  '""• 
stroyed.' 

But  though  the  junction  of  the  divisions  of  Rey 
and   Macdonald,   and   the  capture  of    Gaeta,   gave 
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CHAP.   Chanipionet  a  solid  footing  on  the  great  road  from 

XXVI  . 

^  Rome  to  Naples,  in  front  of  the  Voltnmus,  his  situ- 


1799.    ation  was  daily  becoming  more  critical.     For  more 

Critical      than  a  week  no  intelligence  had  been  received  from 

^JJ^j^^the  other  divisions  of  the  army;  the  detachments 

net  in  front  sent  out  to  gain  intelligence,  found  all  the  mountain 

^"*'    passes  in  the  interior  of  the  Abruzzi  choked  up  with 

snow,  and  the  villages  in  a  state  of  insurrection ;  Itri, 

Foudi,  and  all  the  posts  in  the  rear  of  the  army,  soon 

fell  into  the  hands  of  the  peasants,  who  evinced  a 

courage  which  afforded  a  striking  contrast  to  the 

•Jom. ix.  pusillanimity  of  the  regular  forces;  and  the  victo- 

67, 70.       rious  division  was  insulated  in  the  midst  of  its  con- 

Bot.  11,  ,  .  ,         . 

157,158.    quests.     At  the  same  time,  the  insurrection  spread 
HarfL  vii.'  ^ith  the  utmost  rapidity  in  the  whole  level  fields  of 
133,134.    i]jQ  Terra  di  Lavoro;^  a  large  assemblage  of  armed 
1799^'      peasants  collected  at  Sessa,  the  bridge  over  the  Vol- 
tumus  was  broken  down,  aud  all  the  insulated  de- 
tachments of  the  army  attacked  with  a*  fury  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  languid  operations  of  the  regular 
forces.     HsA  Mack  profited  by  his  advantages,  and 
made  a  vigorous  attack  with  his  whole  centre  upon 
Macdonald^s  division,  there  is  reason  to  think  that, 
notwithstanding  the  pusillanimity  of  his  troops,  he 
might  have  forced  them  to  a  disastrous  retreat. 
But  the  Austrian  general  had  now  lost  all  confi- 
Mack  pro-  donco  in  the  forces  under  his  command  ;  and  the  va- 
S^Btl^,   cillation  of  the  provisional  government  at  Naples 
^u^  "     8*^®  ^^  ^^  hopes  of  receiving  support  from  the  rear 
cepted.      in  the  event  of  disaster.     An  attempt  against  the 
mountains  of  Cajazzo  with  a  few  battalions  failed; 
Damas  had  not  yet  arrived  with  the  troops  from  Tus- 
cany ;  of  nine  battalions,  routed  at  the  passage  of  the 
Voltumus,  none  but  the  officers  had  entered  Naples; 
and  he  was  aware  that  a  powerful  party,  having  rami* 
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ficatious  in  his  own  camp,  was  desirous  to  take  ad-    chap. 
vantage  of  the  vicinity  of  the  French  anny  to  over- '_ 


turn  the  monarchy.     Rendered  desperate  by  these  un-*    1799. 
toward  circumstances,  he  resolved  to  make  the  most 
of  the  critical  situation  of  the  invaders,  by  proposing 
an  armistice.     The  situation  of  Championet  was  be- 
come so  hazardous,  from  the  failure  of  provisions  and  J^-  ii> 
the  increasing  boldness  of  the  insurgents,  that  the 
proposal  was  accepted  with  joy,  and  an  armistice  for 
two  months  was  agreed  to,  on  condition  that  2,500,000 
francs  should  be  paid  in  fifteen  days,  and  the  fortresses 
of  Capua,  Acerra,  and  Benevento,  delivered  up  to 
the  French  forces.     Thus,  by  the  extraordinary  pusil- 
lanimity of  the  Italian  troops,  was  the  French  gene- 
ral delivered  from  a  situation  all  but  hopeless,  and  an 
army,  which  ran  the  most  imminent  danger  of  passing 
through -the  Caudine  forks,  enabled  to  dictate  a  glo- 
rious peace  to  its  enemies.^     Shortly  after  the  conclu- 1  Bot.  ul 
sion   of  the  convention.   Mack,  disgusted  with  thCj^^'^^j^- 
conduct  of  his  soldiers,  and  finding  that  they  were  7S,  73. 
rapidly  melting  away  by  deserti<m,  resigned  the  com- Hard.' yu.' 
mand  and  retired  to  Naples.  ***»  *^- 

Naples — a  city  so  celebrated  in  poetry  and  ro- 
mance, that  every  one  must  have  formed  some  idea  Descnp. 
of  it,  though  none  can  probably  equal  the  reality — is^^pj^^ 
situated,  like  Algiers  and  Genoa,  on  a  steep  declivity,  Beaaty  of 
rising  in  some  places  abruptly  from  the  water^s  edge.    ^    ^' 
The  largest  city  in  Italy,  it  contains  364,000  inhabi- 
tants, besides  20,000  strangers  who  are  always  within 
its  walls ;  but  great  as  this  number  is,  the  impression 
produced  by  the  concourse  of  persons  in  the  streets,  is 
still  greater,  from  the  indolent  habits  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  lower  orders,  and  the  benignity  of  the 
climate,  which  enables  them  to  spend  the  most  part 
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CHAP,    of  their  time  in  the  open  air.    No  city  ia  the  wcn'ld, 
^^^^'   except  perhapB  Rio  Janeiro,  is  placed  on  so  enchant- 


1799.    ing  a  situation.     Built  on  a  succession  of  hills  rising 
from  the  water's  edge,  to  the  height  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  feet,  in  the  centre  of  a  deep  bay,  fifty  miles 
round,  it  both  commands  the  most  beautiful  marine 
views  in  the  world,  and  is  placed  -on  so  commanding 
an  elevation,  as  to  afford  every  facility  for  enjoying 
them.  On  the  right  hand,  looking  from  Naples,  are  to 
be  seen  the  hills  of  BaisB,  the  abode  of  Roman  opu- 
lence ;  the  point  of  Mycenum,  the  prindpal  station  of 
their  fleet;  the  wooded  slopes  surrounding  the  Lake  of 
Avernus ;  the  bold  rocks  of  Fozzuoli ;  the  lofty  peaks 
of  Ischia.      On  the  left  Vesuvius  rises  in  solitary 
majesty,  from  amidst  the  plain  which  its  ashes  have 
feitilised,  and  the  cities  which  its  eruptions  have  over- 
thrown.    In  front,  the  noble  mountains  of  Sorrento 
1  Penonai  form  a  romautic  background  to  the  scenes  at  the  ex- 
tk»nr^     tremity  of  which  the  rocks  of  Capri,  the  retreat  of 
Maite-       Tiberius,  gradually  dip  down,  till  they  are  lost  in  the 
426. '    *   level  expanse  of  the  ocean.^ 

Varied  and  romantic,  however,  as  is  this  bade- 
Romantic    orround  of  the  sccue,  it  is  not  by  it  that  the  eye  of 

character  of 

the  city  the  traveller  is  chiefly  ri vetted.  The  Bay  itself,  re- 
^^^  fleeting  as  it  almost  always  does,  the  unclouded  blue 
of  heaven,  and  traversed  by  hundreds  of  barks  and 
feluccas,  with  snowy  sails,  of  the  lightest  and  most 
elegant  form,  is  still  more  attractive.  The  aspect  of 
the  massy  structures  of  the  capital,  which  crowd  down 
to  the  water's  edge;  their  flat  roofs,  which  give  an 
oriental  character  to  the  scene ;  the  huge  ramparts  of 
the  Castel  del  Uovo,  resting  on  rocky  islands  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour ;  the  bold  battlements  of  the 
Fort  8t  Elmo,  which  occupies  the  highest  part  of  the 
ridge,  and  surmounts  all  the  other  buildings  in  the 
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city:  the  beautiful  terrace  of  the  Chiaja,  stretching    chap. 
out  on  the  sea-coast  towards   Baise,  the  abode  of    


wealth  and  rank,  form  a  succession  of  objects  so  1799. 
beautiful,  and  yet  so  varied,  as  altogether  to  en-* 
trance  the  spectator.  It  is  much  more  romantic  than 
Constantinople,  from  the  superior  elevation  jind  more 
rugged  summits  oi  the  mountains  which  form  the 
back-ground  of  the  landscape ;  and  more  varied  and 
perfect  than  Genoa,  from  the  adjoining  heights  and 
ranges  enclosing  the  bay  more  completely,  and  giving 
it  more  the  character  of  an  inland  lake.  Whoever 
has  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  that  matchless  specta- 
cle, with  the  glow  of  sunset  gilding  the  waves,  and 
illuminating  the  palaces,  will  cease  to  wonder  at  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  Italians,  which  has  given  rise  to 
the  proverb,  "  Vidi  Napoli  e  puoi  muori !"  Nor  is 
the  inspiration  of  genius  wanting  to  this  matchless 
scene :  in  those  rocks,  on  the  right,  is  to  be  found  the 
tomb  of  Virgil ;  at  the  foot  of  that  mountain,  on  the  1  penonai 
left,  Pliny  perished ;  on  those  cliflfe  in  front,  Salvator  J^^*" 
studied ;  on  the  reverse  of  those  blue  hills  Tasso  was  Maite. 

W)m.  420,421. 

Indolent,  poor,  and  half  savage  in  their  habits,  the 
lower  orders  of  Naples,  who  are  called  Lazzaroni,  form  Peculiar 
a  peculiar  class,  unlike  those  who  are  to  be  met  with  ^^e 
in  any  other  city.     They  are  exceedingly  numerous,  ^*^* 
and  embrace  not  less  than  sixty  thousand  persons  cap- 
able of  bearing  arms.     Almost  the  whole  of  this  vast 
population  are  in  a  state  of  extreme  poverty ;  they  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  a  home  in  the  wretched  hired 
rooms,  destitute  of  furniture,  in  which  they  find  shel* 
ter  during  the  night ;  all  day  long  they  lounge  about 
the  quays,  the  streets,  the  harbour,  seeking  a  scanty 
subsistence  as  boatmen,  porters,  common  labourers,  or 
beggars  ;  and  when  none  of  these  modes  of  earning  a 


684  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP,   livelihood  occur,  they  enjoy,  to  the  Italians  so  dear, 
the  "  dolce  fare  niente."  Hardy,  patient,  and  endoring. 


1799.    they  can,  when  excited  to  exertion,  endure  alike  the 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold ;  they  are  equally  proof 
against  the  burning  sirocco  of  Africa  and  the  frozen 
winter  o^  Russia."^     Enjoying  a  delicious  climate, 
they  are  strangers  to  the  vice  of  intoxication :  a  glass 
of  iced  water  is  the  luxury  they  most  highly  prize ; 
reposing  in  the  shade  and  gazing  on  the  bay,  the  en- 
joyment  to  which  they  most  willingly  revert.     Igno* 
rant,  and  yet  excitable,  they  are  superstitious,  credu- 
lous, and  guided  by  their  priests :  irritable  and  re- 
vengeful, they  have  all  the  well  known  vices  of  the 
Italian  character.    When  properly  directed,  however, 
and  roused  to  worthy  purposes,  they  are  capable  of 
great  and  strenuous  e£fbrts ;  and  exhibited  a  memor- 
^  Ptenonai  able  proof  of  the  truth  which  history  in  all  ages  has 
tian!^^     demonstrated,  that  in  an  opulent  and  corrupted  society, 
^J^^j    it  is  in  the  lowest  class  that  patriotic  virtue  is  the  last 
420, 421.'  to  linger.* 

Though  not  regularly  fortified,  Naples  is  a  city 
Its  capa-  which,  iu  the  hands  of  resolute  men,  is  very  suscepti- 
defence.  blo  of  defence.  Being  built  entirely  of  stone,  it  is  in 
some  degree  proof  against  the  terrors  of  a  bombard- 
ment ;  and  though  the  quarters  next  the  Campagna 
Felice  would  easily  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  numerous 
and  enterprising  enemy,  yet  their  possession  would 
neither  ensure  that  of  the  remainder  of  the  city,  nor 
form  an  acquisition  tenable  in  itself  against  an  enemy 
who  still  held  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  and  was  re- 
solute to  defend  it.     The  guns  from  Fort  St  Elmo 

*  When  Napoleon  left  Smoigoni  on  3d  December  1812  to  proceed  to 
Paris  after  the  passage  of  the  Borezina,  he  was  escorted  by  fifty  Neapoli- 
tan hussars,  almost  the  only  horsemen  in  the  Grand  Army  equal  to 
that  duty.^-CHAMBRATy  Campagna  de  1813,  iii.  107.    • 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  QQ^ 

command  it  in  every  part;   bombs  from  it  would    chap. 
speedily  render  any  quarter  well  nigh  untenable ;  its    ^^^^ 


solid  ramparts  are  proof  against  a  coup-de^main ;  and    1799. 
regtdar  approaches  would  be  difficult  in  a  vicinity  en- 
Cumbered  with  lofty  stone  edifices  or  composed  of  arid 
rock.    Above  all,  the  desperate  and  reckless  charac- 
ter of  the  lower  classes,  as  well  as  their  extraordinary 
enthusiasm,  when  once  strongly  excited,  rendered  it 
not  unlikely  that  after  the  gates  of  the  city  were  forced, 
a  desperate  warfare  might  be  maintained  in  the  streets, 
and  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  descend  from  the  *  sot  ui. 
lofty  buildings  in  the  interior  of  the  city  upon  the  bold  jom.  x1?74. 
assailants  who  should  venture  into  its  narrow  and  in-  ?*»^-  ▼"• 

,  139. 

tncate  streets/ 

The  intelligence  of  this  armistice  excited  the  utmost 
indignation  among  the  populace  of  that  capital,  whose  indigna- 
inhabitants,  like  all  others  of  Greek  descent,  were  ex-  itTxcites 
tremely  liable  to  vivid  impressions,  and  totally  desti-  ^°*ii\^ 
tate  of  the  information  requisite  to  form  a  correct  populace, 
judgment  on  the  chance  of  success.     The  discontent 
was  raised  to  the  Iiighest  pitch  by  the  arrival  of  the 
French  commissaries  appointed  to  receive  payment  of 
the  first  instalment  of  the  contribution  stipulated  by 
the  convention.     The  popular  indignation  was  now 
worked  up  to  a  perfect  fury ;  the  lazzaroni  flew  to 
arms  ;  the  regular  troops  refused  to  act  against  the 
insurgents ;  the  cry  arose  that  they  had  been  betrayed 
by  the  viceroy,  the  general,  and  the  army ;  and  the 
people,  assembling  in  multitudes,  exclaimed,  **  Long 
live  our  holy  faith  ;  long  live  the  Neapolitan  people." 
In  the  midst  of  the  general  confusion,  the  viceroy  and 
the  provisional  government  fled  to  Sicily ;'  for  three  *  Th.  x, 
days  the  city  was  a  prey  to  all  the  horrors  of  anarchy ;  iii.  ieo, 
and  the  tumult  was  only  appeased  by  the  appointment  ][®^^^  ^^' 
of  Prince  Moliterno  and  the  Duke  of  Bocca  Romana 
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CHAP,   as  chiefs  of  the  insurrection,  who  engaged  to  give  it  a 
^^^^'   direction  that  might  save  the  capital  from  the  ruin 


1799.    ^^^^  which  it  was  threatened. 

Meanwhile,  the  divisions  in  the  Abruzzi  having  for- 
Advance  tuuately  effected  their  junction  with  the  main  army  on 
Fv^nch  ^^^  Voltumus,  Champiouet  advanced  in  three  col- 
•8*i^*  umos,  with  all  his  forces,  towards  Naples,  while  Mack, 
whose  life  was  equally  threatened  by  the  furious  laz- 
zaroni  and  his  own  soldiers,  sought  safety  in  the 
French  camp.  Champiouet  had  the  generosity  to 
leave  him  his  sword,  and  treat  him  with  the  hospi- 
tality due  to  his  misfortunes :  an  admirable  piece  of 
courtesy,  which  the  Directory  shewed  they  were  incap- 
able of  appreciating,  by  ordering  him  to  be  detained 
a  prisoner  of  wan  As  the  French  army  approached 
Naples,  the  fiiry  of  the  parties  at  each  other  increased 
in  violence,  and  the  insurrection  of  the  lazzaroni  a»- 
sumed  a  more  formidable  character.  Distrusting  all 
their  leaders  of  rank  and  property,  whose  weakness 
had  in  truth  proved  that  they  were  unworthy  of  con- 
fidence, they  deposed  Prince  Moliterno  and  the  Duke 
of  Bocca  Homana,  and  elected  two  simple  lazzaroni^ 
Paggio  and  Michel  le  Fou,  to  be  their  leaders.  Al- 
most all  the  shopkeepers  and  burghers,  however, 
being  attached  to  democratic  principles,  desired  a  re- 
volutionary government,  and  to  these  were  now  added 
nearly  the  whole  class  of  proprietors,  who  were  justly 
afraid  of  general  pillage,  if  the  unruly  def^iders,  to 
whom  their  fate  was  unhappily  intrusted^  should  prove 
successful.  The  quarters  of  Champiouet,  in  conse- 
quence, were  besieged  by  deputations  from  the  more 
opulent  citizens,  who  offered  to  assist  his  forces  in  ef- 
fecting the  reduction  of  the  capital ;  but  the  French 
general,  aware  of  the  danger  of  engaging  a  desperate 
population  in  the  streets  of  a  great  city,  refused  to  ad- 


HISTORY  OF  £UROP£.  g(57 

i 

vanee  till  Fort  St  Elmo,  which  commands  the  town.   chap. 

IT  Y  W 

was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  partisans  of  the  Repaid ^ 


lie.    This  assurance  having  at  length  been  given,  he    1790. 
put  all  his  forces  in  motion,  and  advanced  in  three 
columns  against  the  city.    At  the  same  time  he  issued 
a  proclamation  to  the  Neapolitan  people,  in  which  he 
said,  **  Be  not  alarmed,  we  are  not  your  enemies.    The 
French  punish  unjust  and  haughty  kings ;  but  they 
bear  no  arms  against  the  people.     Those  who  show 
themselves  friends  of  the  Republic  will  be  secured  in 
their  persons  and  property,  and  experience  only  its 
protection.     Disarm  the  perfidious  wretches  who  ex- 
cite you  to  resistance.     You  will  change  your  govern- 
ment for  one  of  a  republican  form  :  I  am  about  to  estab- 1  jom.  xu 
lish  a  provisional  government."     In  effect  a  revolu-  Th/x.'a». 
tionary  committee  was  immediately  organized  at  the  ^^  ^^ 

163  lfi3 

French  headquarters,  having  at  its  head  Charles  Lau-  Haid.  vii. 
bert,  a  furious  republican,  and  formerly  one  of  thej^^'^**' 
wannest  partisans  of  Robespierre.' 

But  the  lazzaroni  of  Naples,  brave  and  enthusiastic, 
were  not  intimidated  by  his  approach,  and,  though  Desperau 
d^^rted  by  their  king,  their  government,  their  army,  of  tS^** 
and  their  natural  leaders,  prepared  with  undaunted  J^f^** 
resolution  to  defend  their  country.     Acting  with  in-ftdoombato 
conceivable  energy,  they  at  once  drew  the  artillery  ^iJJ^*^* 
from  the  arsenals  to  guard  the  avenues  to  the  city, 
commenced  intrenchments  on  the  heights  which  com- 
manded its  different  approaches,  armed  the  ardent 
multitude  with  whatever  weapons  chance  threw  in  . 
their  way,  barricaded  the  principal  streets,  and  sta- 
tioned guards  at  all  the  important  points  in  its  vast 
circumference.     The  few  regular  troops  who  had  not 
deserted  their  colours  were  formed  into  a  reserve,  con- 
sisting of  four  battalions  and  a  brigade  of  cannoniers. 
The  zeal  of  the  populace  was  inflamed  by  a  nocturnal 
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CHAP,   procession  of  the  head  and  blood  of  St  Janoarios 
'_  around  the  city,  and  the  enthusiastic  multitude  issued 


1790.    ^^  crowds  from  the  gates  to  meet  the  conquerors  of 
Italy.     The  combat  which  ensued  was  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  of  the  revolutionary  war,  fruitful  as  it 
was  in  events  of  unprecedented  character.     For  three 
days  the  battle  lasted,  between  Aversa  and  Capua,— 
on  the  one  side,  numbers,  resolution,  and  enthusiasm ; 
on  the  other,  discipline,  skill,  and  military  experience. 
Often  the  Republican  ranks  were  broken  by  the  im- 
21  stand    petuous  chargos  of  their  infuriated  opponents;  bat 
1799.   '     these  transient  moments  of  success  led  to  no  lasting 
result,  from  the  want  of  any  reserve  to  follow  up  the 
advantage,  and  the  disorder  into  which  any  rapid  ad- 
vance threw  the  tumultuary  ranks.     Still  crowd  after 
crowd  succeeded.     As  the  assailants  were  swept  down 
by  volleys  of  grape-shot,  new  multitudes  rushed  for- 
ward.    The  plain  was  covered  with  the  dead  and  the 
1  Bot.  iii.  dying,  and  the  Republicans,  weary  with  the  work  of 
jom  ^^'    sl^^g^ter,  slept  that  night  beside  their  guns,  within 
78, 80.       pistol-shot  of  their  indomitable  opponents.     At  length 
242.  Hard. the  artillery  and  skill  of  the  French  prevailed;  the 
vu.  161,     Neapolitans  were  driven  back  into  the  city,  still  re- 
solved to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.^ 

A  terrible  combat  ensued  at  the  gate  of  Capua. 

'^^^         The  Swiss  battalion,  which,  with  two  thousand  lazza- 

foioe  the    rQui,  was  iutrustod  with  the  defence  of  that  important 

^iuT^   post,  long  resisted  all  the  eflforts  of  the  Republicans. 

bloody  con-  Two  attacks  were  repulsed  with  great  slaughter,  and 

the  streetB.  at  length  the  chief  of  the  staff,  Thiebault,  only  suo 

ceeded  in  making  himself  master  of  the  entrance  by 

feigning  a  retreat,  and  thus  drawing  the  inexperienced 

troops  from  their  barricades  into  the  plain,  where  thev 

were  charged  with  the  bayonet  by  the  French,  who 

entered  the  gate  pell-mell  with  the  fu^Uves.     Still, 
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however,  thej  made  good  their  ground  in  the  streets.   ciiAP. 
The  Republicans  found  they  could  expel  the  besieged 


from  their  fastnesses  only  by  burning  down  or  blowing  1799. 
up  the  edifices,  and  their  advance  through  the  city  was 
rendered  almost  impracticable  by  the  mountains  of 
slain  which  choked  up  the  causeway.  But  while  this 
heroic  resistance  was  going  on  at  the  gates,  a  body  of 
the  citizens,  attached  to  the  French  party,  made  them« 
selves  masters  of  the  fort  of  St  Elmo,  and  the  castello 
del  Uovo,  and  imna^iately  sending  intimation  to 
Championet,  a  body  of  troops  were  moved  forward, 
and  these  important  posts  taken  possession  of  by  his 
soldiers.  The  lazzaroni  shed  tears  of  despair  when 
they  beheld  the  tricolor  flag  waving  on  the  last  strong- 
holds of  their  city ;  but  still  the  resistance  continued 
with  unabated  resolution.  Championet  upon  this  gave 
orders  for  a  general  attack.  Early  on  the  morning  of 
the  23d,  the  artillery  from  the  castle  of  St  Elmo  Jan.  S3, 
showered  down  cannon-shot  upon  the  city,  and  dense 
columns  of  infBmtry  approached  all  the  avenues  to  its 
principal  quarters.  Notwithstanding  the  utmost  re- 
sistance, they  made  themselves  piasters  of  the  fort  del 
Carmine ;  but  Kellerman  was  held  in  check  by  Paggio, 
near  the  Seraglio.  The .  roofs  of  the  houses  were 
covered  with  armed  men,  showers  of  balls,  flamiuir 
oombastibles,  and  boiUng  ;ater  fell  from  the  windows^ 
and  aQ  the  other  columns  were  repulsed  with  great 
slaughter,  when  an  accidental  circumstance  put  an  Qud 
to  the  strife,  and  gave  the  French  the  entire  com- 
mand of  Naples.  Michel  le  Fou,  the  lazzaroni  leader, 
having  been  made  prisoner,  was  conducted  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  French  general,  and  having  been 
kindly  treated,  o£fered  to  mediate  between  the  con- 
tending parties.    Peace  was  speedily  established.    The 

VOL.  III.  X  X 


690  HISTORY  OF  BUBOPBv 

CHAP.    French  soldiers  exclaimed,  "  Vive  St  Januaire  /'  the" 
_  .. .'   Neapolitans,   "  Vivent  les  Frangais;"  a  guard  of 


1799«  honour  was  given  to  St  Januarius ;  and  the  populace, 
>  Bot.  iii.  passing,  with  the  characteristic  levity  of  their  nation, 
Jom/j^  from  one  extreme  to  another,  embraced  the  French 
84, 86.  soldiers  with  whom  they  had  so  recently  been  engaged 
243^  244.    in  mortal  strife.^* 

169,176!'  '  ^^  sooner  was  the  reduction  of  Naples  effected 
than  the  lazzaroni  were  disarmed,  the  castles  which 
Establish-  Command  thecity  garrisoned  by  French  troops,  royalty 
^e^FsL  abolished,  and  a  new  democratic  state,  called  the  Par- 
Sr"°Kn"°  thenopeian  Repvihlic^  proclaimed  in  its  stead.  In  the 
outset,  a  provisional  government  of  twenty-one  mem- 
bers was  appointed.  Their  first  measure  was  to  levy 
upon  the  exhausted  inhabitants  of  the  capital  a  con- 
tribution of  12,000,000  of  francs,  or  L.480,000,  and 
upon  the  remainder  of  the  kingdom  one  of  15,000,000 
francs,  or  L,600,000y  burdens  which  were  felt  as  al- 
together Overwhelming  in  that  poor  coimtryi  and  were 
rendered  doubly  oppressive  by  the  unequal  manner  in 
which  they  were  levied,  and  the  additional  burden  of 
feeding,  clothing,  lodging,  and  paying  the  troops,  to 
which  they  were  at  the  same  time  subjected.  Shortly 
after,  there  arrived  Faypoult,  the  commissary  of  the 
Convention,  who  instantly  sequestrated  the  whole 
royal  property,  all  the  estates  of  the  monasteries,  the 
whole  banks  containing  the  property  of  individuals, 
the  allodial  lands,  of  which  the  King  was  only  admi- 
nistrator, and  even  the  curiosities  of  Herculaneum  and 

.  *  The  most  contumelious  proclamations  against  the  reigning  family 
immediately  covered  the  walls  of  Naples.  In  one  of  them  it  was  said, 
"  Who  is  the  Capet  who  pretends  to  reign  orer  jon^  in  Tirtne  of  the 
investiture  of  the  Pope  1  Who  is  the  crowned  scoundrel  who  daret  to 
goyem  you  1  Let  him  dread  the  fate  of  his  relative  who  crushed  hy  kis 
despotism  the  rising  liberty  of  the  Gauls/^  (Signed)  "  Champiokbt." 
— Habd.  vii.  172,  173. 
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Pompeii,  thougb  still  buried  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,    chap. 

•       •                    •                 xxvx 
Championet,  ashamed  of  this  odious  proceedings  sus- '__ 


pended  the  decree  of  the  Convention  ;  upon  which  he  1799. 
was  immediately  recalled^  indicted  for  his  disob^ience, 
and  Macdonald  intrusted  with  the  supreme  command ; 
while  a  commission  of  twenty-five  members  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  a  constitution  for  the  new  Repub- 
lic. The  constitution  which  they  framed  was^  as 
might  have  been  anticipated^  fraught  with  the  grossest 
injustice,  and  totally  unsuitable  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  country.  Jacobin  clubs  were  established ;  the 
right  of  election  confined  to  colleges  of  electors  named 
by  government,  deprived  the  people  of  the  free  fran.- 
thises  which  they  had  inherited  from  the  ancient  cus- 
toms ;  a  national  guard  established,  in  which  not  three 
hmidred  men  were  ever  enrolled ;  and,  finally,  a  decree 
passed,  which  declared  that  in  every  dispute  between 
the  barons  and  individuals,  judgment  should,  without 
investigation^  be  given  in  favour  of  the  private  citizen ! 
But  amidst  these  frantic  proceedings,  the  French  ge- 
nerals and  civil  authorities  did  not  lose  sight  of  their 
favourite  objects,  public  and  private  plunder;  the 
arsenals,  palaces,  and  private  houses  were  pillaged 
without  mercy ;  all  the  bronze  cannon  which  could  be 
found,  melted  down  and  sold ;  and  the  Neapolitan  de- 
moci*atfl  had  ev^  the  mortification  of  seeing  the  beau- 
tiful statues  of  the  same  metal  which  adorned  the 
streets  of  their  capital,  disposed  of  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, to  fill  the  pockets  of  their  republican  allies.  The 
utmost  discontent  immediately  ensued  in  all  classes ; 
the  patriots  broke  out  into  vehement  exclamations 
against  the  perfidy  and  avarice  of  their  deliverers ;  and » Hot.  iu. 
the  democratic  government  soon  became  more  odious  Jom.\d! 
even  to  the  popular  party  than  the  regal  authority  by3i8,3i9. 
which  it  had  been  preceded/  •   ns,  is?. 
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CHAP.       While  Italj^  oonvulBed  by  democratic  pasaioDUS  was 
^thus^ery  where  falling  under  the  yoke  of  the  French 


1798.  Directory,  Great  Britain  underwent  a  perilous  crisis 
State  of  of  its  fate ;  and  the  firmness  and  intrepidity  of  Eng- 
R^a^ons  ^®^  patriotism  was  finely  contrasted  with  the  fumes  of 
on  the  Continental  democracy,  and  the  vacillation  of  Conti- 
bistoiy^  nental  resolution.  Ireland  was  the  scene  of  danger ; 
^^J* .  the  theatre,  in  so  noAny  periods  of  English  history,  of 
oppressive  or  unfortunate  legislation  on  the  side  of 
government,  and  of  fierce  and  blindfold  passions  on  the 
part  of  the  people.  In  surveying  the  annals  of  this 
unhappy  country,  it  appears  impossible  at  first  aght 
to  explain  the  causes  of  its  sufferings  by  any  of  the 
known  principles  of  human  nature.  Severe  and  con- 
ciliatory policy  seem  to  have  been  equally  unavailing 
to  heal  its  wounds.  Conquest  has  failed  in  producing 
submission,  severity  in  enforcing  tranquillity,  indul- 
gence in  awakening  gratitude.  The  irritation  excited 
by  the  original  subjugation  of  the  island,  seems  to  be 
unabated  after  the  lapse  of  five  centuries ;  the  indul- 
gence with  which  it  has  been  often  treated  has  led 
uniformly  only  to  increased  exasperation,  and  more 
formidable  insurrections ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
suffering  which  it  has  so  long  undergone,  appears  to 
have  arisen  from  the  measures  of  severity  rendered 
necessary  by  the  excitation  of  popular  passion  conse- 
quent on  every  attempt  to  return  to  a  more  lenient 
system  of  government 

The  first  British  sovereign  who  directed  his  atten- 
Great  tiou  to  the  improvement  of  Ireland  was  James  I. 
Sb!!?raifof  He  justly  boasted  that  there  would  be  found  the  true 

i"h^/'  *°  *^®*^*^®  ^^  ^^^  B^^U^  ^^^  ^^*^  ^^  ^^  done  more  in  a 
single  reign  for  the  improvement  of  that  important  part 

of  the  empire,  than  all  his  predecessors,  from  the  days 

of  Henry  II.    Instead  of  increased  tranquillity  and 
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augmented  gratitude,  there  broke  out,  shortly  after,  chap. 
the  dreadful  rebeUion  of  1641,  which  was  only  extin-  ^^^^' 
guished  by  Cromwell  in  oceans  of  blood.  A  severe  1798. 
and  oppressive  code  was  imposed  soon  after  the  Revo- 
lution in  1688,  and  under  it  the  island  remained  dis- 
contented, indeed,  but  comparatively  tranquil,  for  a 
hundred  years*  The  more  galling  parts  of  this  code 
were  removed  by  the  beneficent  policy  of  George  III. 
From  1780  to  1798  was  an  uninterrupted  course  of 
improvement,  concession,  and  removal  of  disability, 
and  this  indulgent  policy  was  immediately  followed 
by  the  rebellion  of  1798.  Ireland  has  always  been 
treated  by  England  with  indulgence  in  taxation,  with 
generosity  in  beneficence.  She  never  paid  either  the 
income  or  assessed  taxes,  so  long  felt  as  oppressive  in 
Great  Britain ;  and  the  sums  bestowed  by  the  English 
government  annually  upon  Irish  charities,  has  been 
for  the  last  half  century  varied  from  L.200,000  to 
L.300,000»  The  last  fetters  of  restriction  were  struck 
off  by  the  Catholic  Relief  Bill  in  1829,  and  the  exas- 
peration, discontent,  and  violence  in  Ireland,  which 
immediately  followed,  have  been  unprecedented  in 
the  long  course  of  its  humiliated  existence.  AU  the 
promises  of  tranquillity  so  often  held  forth  by  its 
advocates  were  falsified,  and  half  a  century  of  un- 
broken indulgence  was  succeeded  by  the  fierce  de- 
mand for  the  Repeal  of  the  Union,  and  a  degree  of 
anarchy,  devastation,  and  bloodshed,  unparalleled  in 
any  Christian  land.^ 

These  effects  are  so  much  at  variance  with  what 
was  predicted  and  expected  to  arise  from  such  con- 

*  At  this  moment  (Jnne  1843)  traaquillity  is  onljr  preserved  in 
Ireland  by  26,000  British  soldiers ;  and  the  nntazed  Irish  are  assem- 
bling in  meetings  of  160,000  and  200,000  persons,  to  demand  the  Bepeal 
of  the  UnioB, 
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CHAP.  ciHatory  measures,  that  many  able  observers  have  not 
'_  hesitated  to  declare  them  inexplicable,  and  to  set  down 

1798.  Ireland  as  an  exception  to  all  the  ordinary  principles 
Gbofles  of  of  human  nature.  A  little  consideration,  however,  of 
of  aifat!^  the  motives  which  influence  mankind  on  such  occa- 
temptsto    sious,  and  the  state  of  society  in  which  they  were 

coDfiBca-.    called  into  operation,  will  be  sufficient  to  denionstrate 
tion^of  its   |,jjg^^  ^jjjg  jg  ^^^  j.jjg  ^^Q^  g^j^j  l^jjg^^  ^|jg  contiuucd  tur- 

bulence  of  Ireland  is  the  natural  result  of  these  prin- 
ciples acting  in  peculiar  and  almost  unprecedented  cir- 
cumstances.     The  first  evil  which  has  attached  to 
Ireland  was  the  original  and  subsequent  confiscation 
of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  landed  property ;  and  its 
acquisition  by  persons  of  a  different  country,  habits, 
and  religion,  from  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants. 
In  the  greater  part  of  the  insurrections  which  that 
country  has  witnessed,  since  the  English  standard  first 
approached  its  shores,  nearly  all  its  landed  property 
has  been  confiscated,  and  lavished  either  on  the  Eng- 
lish nobility,  or  companies,  or  individuals  of  English 
extraction.     Above  eight  millions  of  acres  were  be- 
stowed away  in  this  manner  upon  the  adventurers  and 
>  Lingard,  soldicrs  of  fortuuc  who  followed  the  standard  of  Crom- 
xii.  u.  "*  well.*     It  is  the  great  extent  of  this  cruel  and  unjust 
measure  which  has  been  the  original  cause  of  the  dis- 
asters of  Ireland,  by  nourishing  profound  feelings  of 
hatred  in  the  descendants  of  the  dispossessed  proprie- 
tors, and  intrioducing  a  body  of  men  into  the  country, 
necessarily  dependent  for  their  existence  upon  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  heirs  of  the  original  owners  from  the 
inheritance  of  their  forefathers. 
Peculiar         But  Other  couutrics  have  been  subjected  to  landed 
whteh  have  coufiscatiou  as  well  as  Ireland ;  nearly  all  the  land 
aggravated  of  England  was  transferred,  first  from  the  Britons 
Ireland,     to  the  Saxous,  aud  thence  from  the  Saxons  to  the 


Distort  of  EUROPBr  695 

Normans ;  the  lands  of  Gaul  were  almost  entirely,  in    chap. 
the  course  of  five  centuries,  wrested  by  the  Franks ]_ 


from  the  native  inhabitants  ;^  and  yet  upon  that  foun-    1798, 
dation  have  been  reared  the  glories  of  English  civi*  *  Gai«ot, 
lization  and  the  concentrated  vigour  of  the  French  ^JJ?",?"^ 
monarchy.     Other  causes,  therefore,  must  be  looked  ^^  F»nce, 

J  178  179. 

for,  co-existing  with  or  succeeding  these,  which  have 
prevented  the  healing  powers  of  nature  from  closing 
there,  as  elsewhere,  that  ghastly  wound,  and  perpetu- 
ated to  distant  ages  the  irritation  and  the  animosities 
consequent  on  the  first  bitterness  of  conquest.  These 
icauses  are  to  be  found  in  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, that  Ireland  was  not  the  seat,  like  England 
or  Gaul,  of  the  permanent  residence  of  the  victorious 
nation ;  that  absent  proprietors,  and  their  necessary 
attendants,  middlemen,  arose  from  the  very  first  sub- 
jugation of  the  kingdom,  by  a  race  of  conquerors  who 
were  not  to  make  it  their  resting-place ;  and  that  a 
diflFerent  religion  was  subsequently  embraced  by  the 
victors  from  the  faith  of  the  vanquished,  and  the  bit- 
terness of  religious  animosity  superadded  to  the  causes 
of  discontent  arising  from  civil  distinction.  The  same 
progress  was  beginning  in  Scotland  after  the  country 
was  overrun  by  Edward  I.,  when  it  was  arrested  by 
the  vigorous  efforts  of  her  unconquerable  people ;  five 
centuries  of  experienced  obligation  have  not  yet  fully 
developed  the  inappreciable  consequences  of  the  vic- 
tory of  Bannockburn,  or  stamped  adequate  celebrity 
on  the  name  of  Robert  Bruce. 

Great  as  were  these  causes  of  discontent,  and  deeply 
as  they  had  poisoned  the  fountains  of  ns^tional  pros-  The  Irish 
perity,  they  might  yet  have  been  obliterated  in  process  ^fiubr  * 
of  time,  and  the  victors  and  vanquished  settled  down,  free  privi- 
as  in  France  and  England,  into  one  united  people, 
had  it  not  been  for  another  circumstance,  to  which 
sufficient  attention  had  not  yet  be.en  paid,  viz.  the  in-*- 
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CHAP,   cessant  agitation  and  vehemeiice  <^  party  strifei  ari»- 
^^^^'   ing  from  the  extension,  perhaps  unavoidable,  from  the 


1798.  <^oi^6^^on  with  England,  of  the  forms  of  a  free  and 
representative  government  to  a  people  who  were  in  a 
state  of  civilisation  unfit  for  either.  The  fervid  and 
passionate  character  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  which  thej 
share  more  or  less  with  all  nations  in  an  infant  state 
of  civilization,  and,  still  more,  of  unmixed  Celtic  de- 
scent, is  totally  inconsistent  with  the  calm  considera- 
tion and  deliberate  judgment  requisite  for  the  due 
exercise  of  political  rights.  The  duties  of  grand  and 
common  jurymen,  of  electors  for  representatives  to 
Parliament,  and  of  citizens  uniting  in  public  meetings^ 
cannot  as  yet  be  fitly  exercised  by  a  large  portion  of 
the  Irish  people.  From  the  periodical  recurrence  of 
such  seasons  of  excitation  has  arisen  the  p^rpetnating 
of  popular  passions,  and  the  maintenance  of  party 
strife,  from  the  extinction  of  which  alone  can  habits 
of  industry  or  good  order  be  expected  to  arise.  CSon- 
tinued  despotism  might  have  healed  the  wounds  of 
Ireland  in  a  few  generations,  by  extinguishing  the 
passions  of  the  people  with  the  power  of  indulging 
them ;  but  the  alternations  of  severity  and  indulgence 
which  they  have  experienced  under  the  British  govern- 
ment, like  a  similax  course  pursued  to  a  spoiled  childf 
have  fostered  rather  than  diminished  the  pubUc  db- 
eontent,  by  giving  the  power  of  complaint  without  re- 
moving its  causes,  and  prolonging  the  sense  of  suffer- 
ing  by  perpetuating  the  passions  from  which  it  has 
arisen. 

This  explains  the  otherwise  unaccountable  cir- 

WhiehiB    cumstance,  that  all  the  most  violent  ebullitions  of 

auMof     I^^^  insurrection  have  taken  place  shortly  after  the 

^^        greatest  boons  had  been  conferred  upon  them  by  the 

British  Legislature,  and  that  the  severest  oppression 

of  which  they  complain  is  not  that  of  the  English 
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goveminent,  whose  conduct  towards  them  for  the  last   chap. 
forty  years  has  been  singularly  gentle  and  beneficent^ 


but  of  their  own  native  magistracy,  from  whose  vin-  1798. 
dictiye  or  reckless  proceedings  their  chief  miseries  are 
said  to  have  arisen.  A  people  in  such  circumstances 
are  ahnost  as  incapable  of  bearing  the  excitements  of 
political  change,  or  the  exercise  of  political  power,  as 
the  West  India  Negroes  or  the  Bedouins  of  Arabia ; 
and  hence,  the  .fanatical  temper  of  the  English  nation, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  speedily  generated  the  hor- 
rors of  the  Tyrone  rebellion ;  the  fumes  of  French 
democracy,  in  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
gave  rise  to  the  insurrection  of  the  United  Irishmen ; 
and  the  excitement  consequent  on  the  party  agitation 
set  on  foot  to  e£fect  Catholic  Emancipation,  the  re- 
moval of  tithes,  and  the  repeal  of  the  Union,  has  pro- 
duced  in  our  own  times  a  degree  of  animosity  and  dia- 
cord  on  its  peopled  shores,  which  bids  fair  to  throw  it 
back  for  half  a  century  in  the  career  of  real  freedom."^ 

Following  out  the  system  which  they  uniformly  intimato 
adopted  towards  the  states  which  they  wished  to  over-  ^^^  ^j 
throw,  whether  by  open  hostility  or  secret  propagan-  ^^^  ™«i«- 
dism,  the  French  government  had  for  years  held  out:^'^'' 
hopes  to  the  Irish  malecontents,  and  by  every  means  *^*°®'* 

*  The  serious  crimes  in  Ireland  during  the  last  three  months  of  1829 
(The  Emancipation  Bill  passed  in  March),  •        •  300 

Do.  of  1830, 499 

Do.  of  1831  (Reform  Agitation),  .  814 

Do.  of  1832  (Tithe  and  Repeal  Agitation),  1513 

The  crimes  reported  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1831  were  16,669,  of  which 
210  were  murders ;  1478  robberies ;  burning  houses,  466 ;  attacks  on 
houses,  2296 ;  burglaries,  631 ;  robbery  of  arms,  678.  The  crimes  re- 
ported in  England  in  the  same  year  were  19,647.  The  population  of 
England  and  Wales  in  1831  was  13,894,000 ;  that  of  Ireland,  7y784,000. 
See  Pari.  Returns,  14th  March  1833,  8th  May  1833,  and  Population 
Census  1833.  By  the  Coercion  Act  the  serious  crimes  were  at  once 
reduced  to  a  fourth  part,  or  nearly  so,  of  these  numbers. — See  Hamsaad, 
Pari.  Deb.  Feb.  9, 1834. 
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CHAP,   in  their  power  sought  to  widen  the  breach,  already, 
_- [_  unhappily,  too  great,  between  the  native  and  the  Eng- 


1798.  ^^sb  population.  This  was  no  difficult  task.  The 
Irish  were  already  sufficiently  disposed  to  ally  them- 
selves with  any  enemy  who  promised  to  liberate  them 
from  the  odious  yoke  of  the  Saxons ;  and  the  dreams 
of  liberty  and  equality  which  the  French  spread 
wherever  they  went,  and  which  turned  so  many  of  the 
strongest  heads  in  Europe,  proved  altogether  intoxi- 
cating to  their  ardent  and  enthusiastic  minds.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,  accordingly,  its  pro- 
gress was  watched  with  intense  anxiety  in  Ireland. 
AH  the  horrors  of  the  Reign  of  Terror  failed  in  open- 
ing the  eyes  of  its  inhabitants  to  its  real  tendency ; 
and  the  greater  and  more  enterprizing  part  of  the  Ca- 
1  Wolfe  tholic  population,  who  constituted  three-fourths  of  its 
187, 101.  entire  inhabitants,  soon  became  leagued  together  for 
Ann.  Reg.  i\^q  establishment  of  a  republic  in  alliance  with  France, 

1708,153,      _  A      It  .  'ix-iiii 

157.  Jom.the  severance  of  all  connection  with  liingland,*the 
729^^jntt,  restoration  of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  the  resump- 
iii.  230.     tion  of  the  forfeited  lands,* 

The  system  by  which  this  immense  insurrection 
Revoiu-  was  organized,  was  one  of  the  most  simple,  and,  at  the 
gimiSion  same  time,  one  of  the  most  efficacious,  that  ever  was 
esubiuhed  (Jeviscd.     Porsous  were  sworn  into  an  association  in 

throughout 

Ireland,  evcry  part  of  Ireland,  called  the  Society  of  United 
Irishmen,  the  real  objects  of  which  were  kept  a  pro- 
found secret,  while- the  ostensible  ones  were  those  best 
palculated  to  allure  the  populace.  No  meeting  was 
allowed  to  consist  of  more  than  twelve  members ;  five 
of  these  were  represented  by  five  members  in  a  com- 
mittee, vested  with  the  management  of  all  their  affairs. 
From  each  of  these  committees  a  deputy  attended  in  a 
Superior  body ;  one  or  two  deputies  from  these  com- 
posed a  county  committee ;  two  from  every  county 
committee,  a  provincial  one;  and  they  elected  five 
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persons  to  superintend  the  whole  business  of  the  Union,    chap. 
This  provisional  government  was  elected  by  ballot; ^ 


and  the  names  of  its  members  were  only  communicated    1793. 
to  the  secretaries  of  the  provincial  committees,  who 
were  officially  intrusted  with  the  scrutiny  of  the  votes. 
Thus,  though  their  power  was  unbounded,  their  agency 
was  invisible,  and  many  hundred  thousand  men  obeyed 
the  dictates  of  an  unknown  authority.      Liberation 
from  tithes  and  dues  to  the  Protestant  clergy,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  formed  the 
chief  boons  presented  to  the  lower  classes  ;  and,  in 
order  to  effect  these  objects,  it  was  speciously  pre- 
tended  that  a  total  change  of  government  was  neces-^ 
sary^     The  real  objects  of  the  chiefs  of  the  insurrec- 
tion, which  they  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  per- 
suading the  giddy  multitude  who  followed  their  steps 
to  adopt,  were  the  overthrow  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment, and  the  formation  of  a  republic  allied  to  France. 
Parliamentary  Reform  was  the  object  ostensibly  held 
out  to  the  country  as  being  the  one  most  calculated  to 
conceal  their  ultimate  designs,  and  enlist  the  greatest 
number  of  the  respectable  classes  on  their  side.     So 
strongly  were  men's  minds  infected  with  party-spirit 
at  that  period,  and  so  completely  did  it  obliterate  the 
better  feelings  of  our  nature,  even  in  the  most  gene- '  Ann.  Reg. 
T-ous  minds,  that  these  intentions  were  communicated  isT.'woife 
to  several  of  the  Opposition  party  on  both  sides  of  the  j^g^  ®^o  J 
Channel ;  and  even  Mr  Fox,  if  we  may  believe  the  Moore's 
poetic  biographer  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  was  noi/i^^  leo, 
stranger  to  the  project  entertained  for  the  dismember- ^j^^j^J^*^*^- 
ment  and  revolutionizing  of  the  empire.**  2^2. 

*  "  In  order  to  settle^"  says  Moore,  '^  all  the  details  of  their  late 
agreement  with  France^  and,  in  fact,  to  enter  into  a  formal  treaty  with 
the  Directory,  it  was  thought  of  importance  by  the  United  Irishmen 
to  send  some  agent  whose  station  and  character  should,  in  the  eyes  of 
their  new  allies,  lend  weight  to  his  mission ;  and  to  Lord  Edward  Fit^- 
gerald  the  no  less  delicate  than  daring  task  vrsia  as^gned.    About  the 
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CHAP.       To  resist  this  formidable  combination,  another  so- 
'_  ciety,  composed  of  those  attached  to  the  British  go- 


1798.    vemment  and  the  Protestant  ascendency,  was  formed, 

oombina-   undor  the  name  of  Orangemen,  who  soon  rivalled  the 

^^  ^      activity  and  energy  of  the  Catholic  party*     The  same 

men  to      vehement  zeal  and  ardent  passions  which  have  always 

Britiflh      characterized  the  Irish  people,  signalized  their  efforts. 

oonnexion.  fhe  feuds  between  these  two  great  parties  soon  became 

universal ;  deeds  of  depredation,  rapine,  and  murder, 

filled  the  land;  and  it  was  sometimes  hard  to  say 

whether  most  acts  of  violence  were  perpetrated  by  the 

open  enemies  of  law  and  order,  or  its  unruly  defenders. 

But  there  was  this  essential  difference  between  them  : 

the  combination  of  the  Orangemen  was  defensive,  in- 

*  Ann.  Reg.  duccd  by  uccessity ;  that  of  the  Catholics  aggressive, 

1798, 165.  simulated  by  ambition.^ 

The  leaders  of  the  insurrection.  Lord  Edward 
Treirty  of  Fitzgcrald,  Mr  Arthur  O'Connor,  and  Wolfe  Tone, 

wbJr'iSth  ^^^^  ^^^^  *^  France  in  June  1796,  where  a  treaty 
Frence.      ^^g  coucluded  with  the  French  Directory,  by  which 

Utter  end  of  May,  he  passed  a  day  or  two  in  London  on  His  way,  aad 
dined  at  a  member  of  the  House  of  Lords',  as  I  have  been  infonaed 
by  a  gentleman  present,  where  the  company  consisted  of  Mr  Fox,  Mr 
Sheridan,  and  scTeral  other  distinguished  Whigs-^all  persons  who  hid 
been  known  to  concur  wtarmly  m  evety  iUp  ef  the  popular  cause  in  Irelsad, 
and  to  whom,  if  Lord  Bdward  did  not  give  some  intimation  of  the  ob* 
ject  of  his  present  journey,  such  an  effort  of  reserve  and  secrecy  was,  I 
must  say,  very  unusual  to  his  character.    •    •    •    It  is  well  known  that 
Mr  Fox  himself,  impatient  at  the  hopelessness  of  all  his  effiirts  to  rid 
England,  by  any  ordinary  means,  of  a  despotism  which  aristocratic  alann 
had  brought  upon  her,  found  himself  driven,  in  his  despair  of  Befonn, 
so  near  that  edge  where  revolution  begins,  that  had  there  existed,  at 
that  time,  in  England  any  thing  like  the  same  prevalent  sympathy  with 
the  new  doctrines  of  democracy  as  responded  throughout  Ireland,  there 
is  no  saying  how  far  short  of  the  daring  aims  of  Lord  Edward  even  thii 
great  constitutional  leader  of  the  Whigs  mighty  in  the  warmth  of  kit  ^t^* 
roue  zeal,  have  veniurfd,^'    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  biographer  ai  the 
great  English  statesman  will  be  able  to  e&ce  the  stain  thus  cast  on  hii 
memory  by  the  warmth  of  combined  poetic  and  Irish  xeaL— -See  Moobb'i 
FiUgeraid,  i.  165,  166,  276. 
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it  was  agreed  that  a  considerable  fleet  and  army   chap. 

should,  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  be  ready  for  the '^ 

invasion  of  Ireland,  to  enable  it  to  throw  off  the  con*  1793 
nezion  with  England,  and  form  a  republic  in  aUiance 
with  France.  It  has  been  already  mentioned  how 
these  expectations  were  thwarted,  first  by  the  disper- 
sion of  the  French  fleet  in  Bantry  Bay  in  December 
1796,  and  then  by  the  glorious  victory  of  Camperdown 
in  1797.     The  vigorous  efforts  of  ffovemment  at  that  ^  Aqn.  Reg. 

1708   I  Jtn 

period,  and  the  patriotic  ardour  of  a  large  portion  of  i6o.'woift 
the  more  respectable  part  of  the  people,  contributed  in  '^^^l' 
no  small  degree  to  overawe  the  discontented,  and  post-  Fitxgenad, 
poned  for  a  considerable  period  the  final  explosion  of  Ha^.vi. 
the  insurrection.*  ^^*'  ^^^• 

Government,  meanwhile,  were  by  no  means  aware 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  danger  which  threatened  ignonDoe 
them.     They  had  received  only  some  vague  informa-  Engush 
tion  of  the  existence  of  a  seditious  confederacy ;  when  ^^^^  ^^ 
there  were  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  or- danger. 
ganized  in  companieB  and  regiments  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  leaders  appointed  by  whom 
the  insurrection  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  in 
every  county  of  the  island.     But  the  defeat  of  the 
Dutch  fleet  having  left  the  insurgents  little  hope  of  any 
powerful  succour  from  France,  they  became  desperate, 
and  began  to  break  out  into  acts  of  violence  in  several 
parts  of  the  country.     From  want  of  arms  and  mili- 
tary organization,  however,  they  were  unable  to  act 
in  large  bodies,  and,  commencing  a  Yend^an  system 
of  warfare  in  the  southern  counties,  soon  compelled 
all  the  respectable  inhabitants  to  fly  to  the  towns  to  •  Ann.  Reg. 
avoid  massacre  and  conflagration.     These  disorders  |^^^' '/^^ 
were  repressed  with  great  severity  by  the  British  »•  ^29, 430. 
troops  and  the  German  auxiliaries  in  English  pay.'  Tone!  ii. 
The  yeomanry,  forty  thousand  strong,  turned  out  with  ^^^^' 
undaunted  courage  at  the  approach  of  danger,  and  205,100. 
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CHAP,   many  cruelties  were  perpetrated  under  the  British 

]_  colours,  which,  though  only  a  retaliation  upon  the  in- 

1798.  surgents  of  their  own  excesses,  excited  a  deep  feeling 
of  revenge,  and  drove  to  desperation  their  furious  and 
undisciplined  multitudes. 

The  beginning  of  1798  brought  matters  to  an  ex- 
Feb.  19,     trenrity  between  the  contending  parties.     Ou  the  19th 
Th^^insup-  F^^ruary,  Lord  Moira  made  an  eloquent  speech  in 
rection  at  their  favour  in  Parliament ;  but  the  period  of  accom^ 
breaks  out.  modatiou  was  past.     On  the  same  day  the  Irish  com- 
mittees came  to  a  fornutl  resolution,  to  pay  no  attri- 
tion to  any  offers  from  either  House  of  Parliament, 
and  to  agree  to  no  terms  but  a  total  separation  from 
March  12.  Great  Britain.     Still,  though  their  designs  were  dis- 
covered, the  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy  were  unknown  : 
but  at  length,  their  names  faavhig  been  revealed  by 
one  of  their  own  leaders,  fourteen  of  the  chiefs  were 
arrested  at  Dublin ;  and  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  who 
escaped  at  that  time,  wa9  mortally  wounded,  some 
months  after^  when  defending  himself  from  arrest,  after 
having  rejected,  from  a  generous  devotion  to  his  com- 
rades, all  the  humane  offers  made  by  government  to 
enable  him  to  retire  in  safety  from  the  kingdom.  The 
places  of  these  leaders  were  filled  up  by  subordinate 
authorities ;  but  their  arrest  was  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
rebellion,  by  depriving  it  of  all  the  chiefs  of  charac- 
ter, rank,  or  ability.     Notwithstanding  this  untoward 
event,  the  insurrection  broke  out  at  once  in  many  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Ireland  in  the  end  of  May.     The  de- 
sign was  to  seize  the  castle  and  artillery,  and  surprise 
!  Ann.  Reg.  the  camp  at  Dublin,  while  at  the  same  time  the  at- 
u^B^'  tention  of  government  was  to  be  distracted  by  a  ai^ 
.^^l***^^' multaneous  rising  in  many  different  parts  of  the 
378.  '      country.^ 

The  attempt  upon  Dublin  was  frustrated  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  who,  on  the  very  day 
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on  which  it  was  to  have  taken  place,  arrested  the   ch/lp. 
leaders  of  the  conspiracy  in  that  capital ;  but  in  othei" ' 


quarters  the  reyolt  broke  out  with  great  violence,   1793, 
Bodies  of  the  insurgents  were  worsted  at  Rath  farm-  various 
house  by  Lord  Roden,  and  at  Tallanghill  by  the  with  the 
royal  forces ;  but  their  principal  army,  fifteen  thou-  i^^J^the^' 
sand  strong,  defeated  the  English  at  Enniscorthy,  total  rout 
captured  that  burgh,  and  soon  after  made  themselves  urn, 
masters  of  the  important  town  of  Wexford,  containing  Ywsf^' 
a  considerable  train  of  artillery,  and  opening  a  point  May  25. 
of  communication  with  France.     Following  up  their 
successes,  they  advanced  against  New  Ross,  on  the 
confines  of  Kilkenny,  but  there  they  were  defeated 
with  great  loss  by  the  royal  troops;  and  the  rebels 
revenged  themselves  for  the  disaster,  by  the  massacre, 
in  cold  blood,  of  above  a  hundred  prisoners  taken  at 
Wexford.     At  Newtonbarry,  after  having  taken  and 
retaken  the  town  several  times,  they  were  finally  dis- 
lodged, with  great  loss,  by  the  yeomanry  and  mili- 
tia.    At  length,  the  British  commanders  having  col- 
lected above  ten  thousand  men  in  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, commenced  a  general  attack  on  the  insurgents,  June  si. 
who  were  fifteen  thousand  strong,  in  their  camp  at 
Vinegar  Hill.      The  resistance  was  more  obstinate 
than  could  have  been  expected  from  their  tumultuary 
masses;  but  at  length  discipline  and  skill  prevailed ^ Ann. Reg. 
over  untrained  valour.     They  were  broken  in  several  les. '  jom. 
charges  by  the  English  cavalry  and  dispersed^  leaving  J^^^^^ 
all  their  cannon,  thirteen  in  number,  and  their  whole  ^i-  21 7, 

.  •  •  218 

ammunition,  in  the  hands  of  the  victors.^ 

This  was  a  mortal  stroke  to  the  rebellion.     The  in-  Suppres- 
surgents,  flying  in  all  directions,  were  routed  in  se-JXuio^n* 
veral  smaller  encounters,  and   at  length  the  revolt"***^?™*" 

,       -  '  -  *^  nent  danger 

was  so  completely  got  under)  that  government  were  from  which 
enabled  to  send  Lord  Cornwallis  with  a  general  am-  l^f^^ 
nesty  for  all  who  submitted  before  a  certain  day,  with  "«P«d. 
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the  exception  of  a  few  leaders  who  were  afterwards 
broagbt  to  justice.  Sacb  was  the  saccess  of  tiiese 
measures,  that  out  of  sixty  thousand  mea  who  were 
in  arms  at  the  commencement  of  the  insnrrectioii, 
there  remained  at  the  end  of  July  only  a  few  isolated 
bands  in  the  mountains  of  Wicklow  and  Wexford. 
It  was  fortunate  for  England,  during  this  dangerous 
crisis,  that  the  French  government  made  no  adequate 
attempt  to  support  the  insurrection ;  that  they  had 
exposed  their  navy  to  defeat  in  the  previous  actions  at 
St  Vincent's  and  Camperdown ;  and  that  now,  instead 
of  wounding  their  mortal  enemy  in  this  vulnerable 
point,  they  had  sent  the  flower  of  their  army,  their 
.best  general,  and  most  powerful  squadron,  upon  a 
distant  expedition  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  Cionfidently 
trusting,  as  every  Briton  must  do,  that  the  struggle 
between  France  and  this  country  would  have  termi- 
nated in  the  overthrow  of  the  former,  even  if  it  had 
taken  place  on  our  own  shores,  it  is  impossible  to 
deny  that  the  landing  of  Napoleon  with  forty  thousand 
men,  in  the  midst  of  the  immense  and  discontented 
population  of  Ireland,  would  have  led  to  most  alarm- 
ing consequences ;  and  possibly  the  inuninent  peril  to 
the  empire  might  earlier  have  produced  that  burst  of 
patriotic  feeling  and  development  of  military  prowess 
which  was  afterwards  so  conspicuous  in  the  Peninsokr 
war. 

Awakened  when  too  late  to  the  importance  of  the 
opening  which  was  thus  afforded  to  their  arms,  the 
Directory  made  several  attempts  to  rekindle  the  ex- 
piring flame  of  the  insurrection.  Eleven  hundred 
men,  under  General  Humbert,  setting  sail  from  Roch- 
fort,  landed  at  Killala,  and,  with  the  aid  of  Napper 
Tandy,  the  Irish  revolutionist,  speedily  commenced 
the  organization  of  a  provisional  government  and  the 
enrolment  of  revolutionary  legions,  in  the  province  of 
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Connaught.^     A  force  of  four  thousand  men,  consist-    cqap. 
ing  chiefly  of  yeomanry  and  militia^  was  defeated  by |_ 


this  enterprifidng  commander,  with  the  loss  of  seven    1799. 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  six  hundred  prisoners ; — a  di&-  Aug.  32. 
aster  which  demonstrates  the  danger  which  would 
have  been  incurred  if  Napoleon,  with  the  army  of 
Egypt,  had  arriyed  in  his  stead.     At  length  the  little 
corps  was  surrounded,  and  compelled  to  surrender, 
after  a  gallant  resistance,  by  Lord  Comwallis,     A  Sept.  8. 
French  force,  consisting  of  the  Hoche  of  seventy- 

*  The  landing  of  the  French  troops  was  announced  by  two  proclama- 
tions, one  from  the  French  general,  the  other  from  Napper  Tandy  to  his 
conntiTmen.    The  first  bore : — "  United  Irish  I  The  soldiers  of  the  great 
nation  have  landed  on  your  shoresi  amply  proyided  with  arms,  artillery, 
and  munitions  of  all  sorts,  to  aid  you  in  breaking  your  fetters  and  re- 
eorering  your  liberties.     Napper  Tandy  is  at  their  head ;  he  has  sworn 
to  break  yonr  fetters  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  To  arms  I  freemen,  to  arms  * 
the  trumpet  calls  you  ;  do  not  let  your  brethren  perish  unrevenged ;  if 
it  is  their  debtiny  to  fall,  may  their  blood  cement  the  glorious  fabric 
of  freedom."    That  from  Napper  Tandy  was  still  more  vehement : — 
''  What  do  I  hear  1     The  British  goTomment  talks  of  concessions ! 
will  you  accept  them  1     Can  you  for  a  moment  entertain  the  thought  of 
entering  into  terms  with  a  goyemment  which  leayes  you  at  the  mercy 
of  the  English  soldiery,  which  massacres  inhumanly  your  best  citizens : 
with  a  ministry  which  is  the  pest  of  society  and  the  scourge  of  the  hu- 
man race !    They  hold  out  in  one  hand  the  olive  branch ;  lopk  well  to 
the  other,  you  will  see  in  it  the  hidden  dagger.   No,  Irishmen ;  you  will 
not  be  the  dupe  of  such  base  intrigues :  feeling  its  inability  to  subdue 
your  courage,  it  seeks  only  to  seduce  you.     But  you  will  frustrate  aU  . 
its  efforu.     Barbarous  crimes  have  been  committed  in  your  country ; 
your  friends  have  fallen  victims  to  their  devotion  to  your  cause ;  their 
shades  surround  you ;  they  cry  aloud  for  vengeance.     It  is  your  duty 
to  avenge  their  death ;  it  is  your  duty  to  strike  the  assassins  of  your 
friends  on  their  bloody  thrones.    Irishmen  I  declare  a  war  of  extermina- 
tion against  your  oppressors  ;  the  eternal  war  of  liberty  against  tyranny. 
— Nappbb  Tandy."     But  the  conduct  of  this  leader  was  far  from  keep- 
ing pace  with  these  vehement  protestations ;  for  no  sooner  did  he  hear 
of  the  reverse  sustained  by  the  French  corps  which  had  landed  in  Killala 
Bay,  than  he  re-embarked  on  board  the  French  brig  Anacreon,  and  got 
safe  across  the  Channel. — See  both  proclamations  in  Hard.  vi.  223, 
226. 

VOL.  III.  Y  y 
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CHAP,  four  guns  and  eight  frigates,  having  on  board  three 
J"^^^  thousand  men,  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  Channel 


1798.    fl^ot,  and  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Ireland ;  bat  they  were 
there  attacked  by  the  squadron  under  the  conunand  of 
Oct.  12,     Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  and  the  whole  taken  after 
^^^^'        a  short  action,  with  the  exception  of  two  frigates, 
which  regained  the  ports  of  the  Republic.     On  board 
the  Hoche  was  seized  the  celebrated  leader,  Wolfe 
Tone»  who,  after  having  with  great  firmness  under- 
gone a  trial  for  high  treason,  prevented  a  public  exe- 
cution by  a  deplorable  suicide,  accompanied  with  more 
than  ordinary  circumstances  of  horror.     His  death 
closed  the  melancholy  catalogue  of  executions  on  ac- 
count of  this  unhappy  rebellion ;  and  it  is  but  justice 
to  the  British  government  to  add,  that  although  many 
grievous  acts  were  perpetrated  by  the  troops  under 
'  Ann.  Reg.  their  orders  in  its  suppression,  yet  the  moderation  and 
)lm:l'^'  humanity  which  they  themselves  displayed  towards 
440,443.    the  vanquished,  were  as  conspicuous  as  the  vigilance 
^^'  ^'"'    and  firmness  of  their  administration. 

The  firmness  and  success  of  the  British  government, 
Firmness    amidst  SO  many  examples  of  weakness  elsewhere,  ex- 
British      ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  juncture  the  highest  admiration  <m  the 
Govern-     Continent.     "  In  the  British  cabinet,"   says  Prince 
ibis  period.  Hardeuberg,  ^^  there  was  then  to  be  seen  neither  irre- 
solution nor  discouragement ;  no  symptoms  of  that 
cruel  perplexity   which    tormented    the   continental 
sovereigns.     In  vain  were  the  efibrts  of  the  Directory 
directed  against  that  point  of  the  globe,  which  they 
assailed  with  all  their  weapons,  both  military  and  re- 
volutionary.    England  sustained  the  shock  with  daily 
increasing  energy.     Her  dignity  was  untouched,  her 
arms  unconquered.     The  most  terrible  war  to  which 
an  empire  could  be  exposed,   there  produced  less 
anxiety,   troubles,   and    disquietude,    than  was  ex- 
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perienced  by  those  states  which  had  been  seduced  by    chap. 
the  prospect  of  a  fallacious  peace  to  come  to  tenns  of   ^^^^' 


accommodation  with  the  French  Republic.     It  was    i'jqs. 
with  eight  hundred  ships  of  war,  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  sailors,  three  hundred  thousand  land  troops, 
and  an  expenditure  of  fifty  millions  sterling  a- year, 
that  she  maintained  the  contest.     It  was  by  periodical 
victories   of    unprecedented    splendour,  by  drawing 
closer  together  the  bonds  of  her  constitution,  that  she 
replied  to  all  the  efforts  of  France  to  dismember  her 
dominions.     But  never  did  she  run  greater  danger 
than  this  year,  when  one  expedition,  directed  against 
the  East,  threatened  with  destruction  her  Indian  em- 
pire, and  another,  against  the  West,  was  destined  to 
carry  into  Ireland  the  principles  of  the  French  Re- 
volution, and  sever  that  important  island  from  the  ^  Hard.  vi. 
British  empire."^  ^^^'^^®- 

The  maritime  affairs  of  this  year  were  chiefly  dis- 
tinguished by  the  capture  of  Minorca,  which,  not- Maritime 
withstanding  the  great  strength  of  its  fortifications,^*^ 
yielded  to  a  British  force  under  the  conmiand  of 
General  Stewart.     In  August,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
little  island  of  Oozo,  a  dependence  of  Malta,  revolted 
against  the  French  garrison,  made  them  prisoners  to 
the  number  of  three  hundred,  and  compelled  the  Re- 
publicans to  shut  themselves  up  in  the  walls  of  La 
Valette,  where  they  were  immediately  subjected  tOtAniLRag. 
the  most  rigorous  blockade  by  the  British  forces  by  y^^>  ^*^- 
land  and  sea.^  443. 

So  unbounded  was  the  arrogance,  so  reckless  the 
policy  of  the  French  government  at  this  time,  thatDisputM 
it  all  but  involved  them  in  a  war  with  the  United  wUh'Sr 
States  of  North  America,  the  country  in  the  world  umted 
in  which  the  democratic  institutions  prevail  to  the 
greatest  extent,  and  where  gratitude  to  France  was 
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CHAP,   most  unbounded  for  the  services  rendered  to  them 
^^^'   during  their  contest  with  Great  Britain.     The  origin 


1798.  of  these  disputes  was  a  decree  of  the  French  goyem- 
ment  in  January  1798,  which  directed  *^  that  all  ships 
having  for  their  cargoes,  in  whole  or  in  part,  anj 
English  merchandize,  should  be  held  lawful  prize, 
whoever  was  the  proprietor  of  that  merchandize, 
which  should  be  held  contraband  from  the  single  cir- 
cumstance of  its  coming  from  England,  or  any  of  its 
foreign  settlements;  that  the  harbours  of  France 
should  be  shut  against  all  vessels  which  had  so  much 
as  touched  at  an  English  harbour,  and  that  neutral 
sailors  found  on  board  English  vessels  shovM  be  pvA 
to  deaih^^  This  barbarous  decree  immediately  brought 
the  French  into  collision  with  the  United  States,  who, 
at  that  period,  were  the  great  neutral  carriers  of  the 
world.  Letters  of  marque  were  issued,  and  an  im- 
mense number  of  American  vessels,  having  touched 
at  English  harbours,  brought  into  the  French  ports. 
The  American  government  sent  envoys  to  Paris,  in 
order  to  remonstrate  against  these  proceedings.  They 
urged  that  the  decree  of  the  French  proceeded  on  the 
oppressive  principle,  that  because  a  neutral  is  obliged 
to  submit  to  exactions  from  one  belligerent  party, 
from  inability  to  prevent  them,  therefore  it  must  sub- 
>  Hard.  tU.  mit  to  the  same  from  the  other,  though  neither  saoo 
jom.  z.  tioned,  as  in  the  other  case,  by  previous  usages  nor 
^*-         authorized  by  treaty.^ 

The  envoys  could  not  obtain  an  audience  of  the 
Shunefui  Directory,  but  they  were  permitted  to  remain  in  Paris, 
SSpl^fn^h  **^^  *  negotiation  opened  with  Talleyrand  and  his  in- 
govern-  ferior  ageuts,  which  soon  unfolded  the  real  olject 
™*"  which  the  French  government  had  in  view.    It  was 

intimated  to  the  envoys  that  the  intention  of  the  Di- 
rectory, in  refusing  to  receive  them  in  pubUc,  and 
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permitting  tbem  to  remain  in  a  private  capacity,  was    chap. 
to  lay  the  United  States  under  a  contribution,  not    ^^^'* 


•only  of  a  large  sum  as  a  loan  to  the  government,  but  1798. 
of  another  for  the  private  use  of  the  Directors.  The 
sum  required  for  the  first  object  was  L.1,000,000, 
and  for  the  last  L.50,000.  This  disgraceful  proposal 
was  repeatedly  pressed  upon  the  envoys,  not  only  by 
the  subaltern  agents  of  Talleyrand,  but  by  that 
minister  himself,  who  openly  avowed  that  nothing 
could  be  done  at  Paris  without  money,  and  that  there 
was  not  an  American  there  who  would  not  confirm 
him  in  this  statement.  Finding  that  the  Americans 
resolutely  resisted  this  proposal,  they  were  at  length 
informed,  that  if  they  would  only  "  pay,  by  way  of 
fees,  just  as  they  would  to  any  lawyer  who  should 
plead  their  cause,  the  sum  required  for  the  private  use 
of  the  Directory,  they  might  remain  at  Paris  until 
they  had  received  further  orders  from  America  as  to  May  so. 
the  loan'  required  for  government.^'*     These  terms jjjy^* 

*  This  iranfiaction  was  so  extraordinary,  that  it  is  advisable  to  lay 
before  the  reader  the  official  report  on  the  subject,  presented  by  the 
American  plenipotentiaries  to  their  government.  "  On  the  18th  Octo- 
ber, the  plenipotentiary  Pinckney  received  a  visit  from  the  secret  agent 
oi  M.  TaUeyrand  (M.  Bellami).  He  assured  as  that  Citizen  Talley- 
rand had  the  highest  esteem  for  America  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  he  was  most  anxious  for  their  reconciliation  with 
France.  He  added,  that,  with  that  view,  some  of  the  most  offensive 
passages  in  the  speech  of  President  Adams  must  be  expunged^  and  a 
douceur  of  X.60,000  tterling  put  at  the  ditpotal  of  M,  Talleyrand  for  the 
Vie  of  the  Directort;  and  a  large  loan  furnished  by  America  to  France. 
On  the  20th,  the  same  subject  was  resumed  in  the  apartments  of  the 
plenipotentiary,  and  on  this  occasion^  besides  the  aecrei  agent,  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  Talleyrand  was  present ;  the  expunging  of  the  passages 
was  again  insisted  on,  and  it  was  added,  that,  after  that,  money  was  the 
principal  object  His  words  were—'  We  must  have  money,  a  great  deal 
of  money/  On  the  2l8t,  at  a  third  conference,  the  sum  was  fixed  at 
32,000,000  (L.  1,280,000)  as  a  loan,  secured  on  the  Dutch  contributiont, 
and  a  gratification  of  L.50,000  in  the  form  of  a  douceur  to  the  Direc- 
tors."   At  a  subsequent  meeting  on  the  27th  Octoberi  the  same  secret 
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were  indignantly  rejected;  the  American  envoys  left 
Paris,  letters  of  marque  were  issued  by  the  American 
President,  all  commercial  intercourse  with  France  iras. 
suspended,  Washington  declared  generalissimo  of  the 
forces  of  the  commonwealth,  the  treaties  with  France 
declared  at  an  end,  and  every  preparation  made  to 
sustain  the  national  independence.^ 

The-Hanse  towns  were  not  so  fortunate  in  escaping 
from  the  exactions  of  the  Directory.  Their  distance 
from  the  scene  of  contest,  their  neutrality,  so  favour- 
able to  the  commerce  of  the  Republic,  the  protection 
openly  afforded  them  by  the  Prussian  government, 
could  not  save  them  from  French  rapacity.  Their 
ships,  bearing  a  neutral  flag,  were  daily  made  pri- 
soners by  the  French  cruisers,  and  they  obtained 
licenses  to  navigate  the  high  seas  only  by  the  secret 
payment  of  L.  150,000  to  the  Republican  rulers.' 

It  was  impossible,  as  long  as  the  slightest  hope  of 
maintaining  their  independence  remained  to  the  Euro- 
pean states,  that  these  incessant  and  endless  usurpa- 
tions of  the  French  government  could  fail  to  lead  to 
a  renewal  of  the  war.  France  began  the  year  1798 
with  three  affiliated  republics  at  her  side,  the  Bata- 
vian,  the  Cisalpine,  and  the  Ligurian.  Before  its 
close  she  had  organized  three  more,  the  Helvetic,  the 
Roman,  and  Parthenopeian.     Pursuing  constantly  the 


agent  said,  "  Gentlemen,  yon  mistake  the  point;  you  toy  natkinff  cfiki 
money  you  are  to  give,  Tou  make  no  ojfer  of  money.  On  that  point  yos 
are  not  explicit." — "  We  are  explicit  enough,"  replied  the  Americaa 
enroys ;  we  will  not  give  you  one  farthing ;  and  before  coming  here  ▼• 
should  have  thought  such  an  offer  as  you  now  propose  would  hare  been 
regarded  as  a  mortal  insult."  See  the  Report  in  Hard.  ri.  14,  21 
V^hen  the  American  envoys  published  this  statement,  TaUeyrand  dis- 
avowed all  the  proceedings  of  these  secret  agents ;  but  ML  BeOirni 
published  a  declaration  at  Hamburg,  'Hhat  he  had  neither  MMt«cri)r<9« 
nor  done  a  tingle  thing  withoftt  the  orderg  of  Citiren  TftlUyramd,**'^!^' 
vi.  W. 
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same  system ;  addressing  herself  to  the  discontented   ^}[\^' 
moldtude  in  every  state;    paralysing  the  national ^ 


strength  hy  a  division  of  its  population,  and  taking  1708. 
advantage  of  that  division  to  overthrow  its  indepen- 
dence,  she  had  succeeded  in  estahlbhiug  her  domi- 
nion over  more  than  one-half  of  Europe.  From  the 
Texel  to  the  extremity  of  Calabria,  a  compact  chain 
of  republics  was  formed,  which  not  only  threatened 
the  independence  of  the  other  states  of  Europe  by 
their  military  power,  but  promised  speedily  to  subvert 
their  whole  social  institutions  by  the  incessant  propa- 
gation of  revolutionary  principles.  Experience  had 
proved  that  the  freedom  which  the  Jacobin  agents  in* 
sidiously  offered  to  the  deluded  population  of  other 
states,  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  entire  sub- 
jection to  the  agents  of  France;  and  that  the  mo- 
ment that  they  endeavoured  to  obtain  in  reality  that 
liberty  which  they  had  been  promised  in  name,  they 
were  subjected  to  the  most  arbitrary  and  despotic  >  ih.  x. 
oppression.^  ^^' 

In  resisting  this  alai*niing  invasion  not  merely  of 
the  independence  of  nations,  but  the  principles  which  Their  ^^ 


^YS- 


hold  together  the  social  union,  it  was  obvious  that^'J^"" 
no  time  was  to  be  lost ;  and  that  the  peril  incurred  p*~7  ^"'- 
was  even  greater  in  peace  than  during  the  utmost  whtehiefldn 
dangers  of  war.     France  had  made  more  rapid  strides  ^i^Sir* 
towards  universal  dominion  during  one  year  of  pacific  ^•^•™<^y 
encroachment,  than  six  previous  years  of  hostilities.  Sem* 
The  continuance  of  amicable  relations  was  favourable 
to  the  secret  propagation  of  the  revolutionary  mania, 
with  all  the  extravagant  hopes  and  expectations  to 
which  it  gave  rise ;  and,  without  the  shock  of  war,  or 
an  effort  even  to  maintain  the  public  fortunes,  the  in- 
dependence of  nations  was  silently  melting  away  be- 
fore the  insidious,  but  incessant  efforts  of  democratic 
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CHAP,   ambition.     It  was  but  a  poor  oonsolatioa  to  those  wIko 
•  ^^^^'    witnessed  this  deplorable  progress,  that  those  wbo 


1798.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^  these  suggestions  were  the  first  io  suffer 
from  their  effects,  and  that  they  subjected  themseWeB 
and  their  country  to  a  far  worse  despotism  than  that 
from  which  they  had  hoped  to  emancipate  it ;  the  evil 
was  done,  the  national  independence  was  subverted ; 
revolutionary  interests  were  created,  and  the  principle 
of  democracy,  using  the  vanquished  states  as  an  ad- 
vanced post,  was  daily  proceeding  to  fresh  conqaesU 
and  openly  aimed  at  universal  dominion.  These  ooo- 
siderations,  strongly  excited  by  the  subjugation  of 
Switzerland  and  the  Papal  States,  led  to  a  general 
feeling  throughout  all  the  European  monarchies,  of 
the  necessity  of  a  general  coalition  to  resist  the  hr- 
ther  encroachments  of  France,  and  stop  the  alarming 
progress  of  revolutionary  principles.  The  Emperor 
of  Russia  at  length  saw  the  necessity  of  joining  his 
great  empire  to  the  confederacy;  and  a  MuscoTite 
army,  sixty  thousand  strong,  began  its  march  from 
1  Th.  z.  Poland  towards  the  north  of  Italy,  while  another, 
ziv.'dn,^  amounting  nearly  to  forty  thousand,  moved  towards 
^^*-  the  south  of  Germany.^ 

The  negotiations  at  Rastadt,  notwithstanding  their 

ProgroM     length  and  intricacy,  had  led  to  no  satisfactory  resalt 

gotiaUons    The  temper  in  which  they  were  conducted  nnder- 

at  Raatadt  went  a  material  change  with  the  lapse  of  time.    The 

treaty  of  Campo  Formio  was  more  than  an  ordmarr 

accommodation ;  it  was  a  league  by  the  great  powers, 

who  there  terminated  their  hostilities,  for  their  own 

aggrandizement  at  the  expense  of  their  neighbours, 

and  in  its  secret  articles  were  contained  stipulations 

which  amounted  to  an  abandonment  of  the  empire, 

by  its  head,  to  the  rapacity  of  the  Republican  govenh 

ment.    Venice  was  the  glittering  prize  which  induced 
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this  dereliction  of  principle  on  the  part  of  the  Em-   chap. 
peror;  and  accordingly  it  was  agreed,. that,  oft  the    ^^^^' 


same  day  on  which  that  great  city  was  surrendered    1793. 
to  the  Imperial  troops,  Mayence,  the  bulwark  of  the  signed  on 
German  empire  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  should  be  given  J^-  ^> 
to  the  Republicans.^    By  an  additional  article  it  was 
provided,  that  the  Austrian  troops  should,  within 
twenty  days  after  the  ratification  of  the  secret  ai^ 
tides,  evacuate  also  Ingolstadt,  Fhilipsburgh,  and 
all  the  fortresses  as  far  back  as  the  frontiers  of  the  ^  Art  12, 
hereditary  states,  and  that  within  the  same  period  xtiatyT"* 
the  French  forces  should  retire  from  Palma  Nuova,  oon^p. 
Legnago,  Ozoppo,  and  the  Italian  fortresses  as  farNap/vii. 
as  the  Adige.*  ^^'  ^^• 

This  important  military  convention,  which  totally 
disabled  the  empire  from  making  any  effectual  re-  The  wcret 
Bistance  to  the  French  forces,  was  kept  a  profound  SS^dTng 
secret,  and  only  became  known  to  the  German  princes  ^tw««n 
when,  from  its  provisions  being  carried  into  execu-and  Aub- 
tion,  it  could  no  longer,  in  part  at  least,  be  concealed.  JJJJ^  "„ 
But  in  the  mean  time  it  led  to  a  very  great  degree  ^~*- 
of  intimacy  between  Napoleon  and  Cobentzell,  the 

*  The  Emperor,  in  the  secret  articles,  agreed  that  the  Kepublican 
frontiers  shoald  bo  advanced  to  the  Rhine,  and  stipulated  that  the  Im- 
perial troops  shoald  take  possession  of  Venice  on  the  same  day  on  which 
the  Bepablicans  entered  Mayence.  He  promised  to  use  his  influence 
to  induce  the  empire  to  agree  to  that  arrangement ;  but  if^  notwith- 
standing his  endeayours,  the  Germanic  states  should  refuse  to  accede 
to  ily  he  engaged  to  employ  no  troops,  excepting  the  contingent  he  was 
bound,  as  a  member  of  the  Confederation,  to  furnish,  in  any  war  which 
ought  ensue,  and  not  even  to  suffer  them  to  be  engaged  in  the  defence 
of  any  fortified  place ;  any  violation  of  this  last  article  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  snfficient  ground  for  the  resumption  of  hostilities  against 
Austria.  Indemnities  were  to  be  obtained,  if  possible,  for  the  dispos- 
sessed princes  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine ;  but  no  cLcquintion  wot  to 
^  propotedf(yr  the  benefit  of  Pruma,"— See  the  Secret  Artklei  in  Corresp, 
C<>«/.  de  Nap,  vii.  287,  292. 
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CHAP.   AastriaD  ambassador  at  Rastadt,  insomucli  that  the 
xxTi.   jjmp^y^j.^  ^li^  perceived  the  extreme  irritation  which 


1798.  &^  ^&t  moment  the  French  general  felt  agamst  the 
Republican  government  at  Paris^  offered  him  a  prin- 
cipality in  Germany,  with  250,000  souls,  in  order 
that  ^^  he  might  be  for  ever  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  democratic  ingratitude.''  But  the  French  general, 
whose  ambition  was  fixed  on  very  different  objects, 
declined  the  offer.  To  such  a  length,  however,  did 
the  confidence  of  the  two  diplomatists  proceed,  that 
Napoleon  made  Cobentzell  acquainted  with  his  secret 
intention  at  some  future  period  of  subverting  the 
Directory.  '*'  An  army,''  said  he,  ^^  is  assembled  on 
the  coasts  of  the  Channel  ostensibly  for  the  invasion 
of  England ;  but  my  real  object  is  to  march  at  its 
head  to  Paris^  and  overturn  that  ridiculous  govern- 
ment  of  lawyers^  which  cannot  much  longer  oppress 
France.  Believe  me,  two  years  will  not  elapse  be- 
fore that  preposterous  scaffolding  of  a  Republic  will 
fall  to  the  ground.  The  Directory  may  maintain  its 
ground  during  peace,  but  it  cannot  withstand  the 
shock  of  war ;  and  therefore  it  is,  that  it  is  indispen- 
sable that  we  should  both  occupy  good  positions/^ 
Cobentzell  lost  no  time  in  making  his  cabinet  ac- 
quainted with  these  extraordinary  revelations,  which 
were  highly  acceptable  at  Vienna,  and  furnish  the 
true  key  to  the  great  influence  exercised  by  Napo- 
leon over  that  government  during  the  remainder  of 

»  Hard.  ▼.  his  residence  in  Europe  prior  to  the  Egyptian  expe- 

^'  ''^ '''  dition.^ 

Universal       Great  was  the  consternation  in  Germany  when  at 


terror 


which  this  l^^gtl^  i^  could  uo  longer  be  concealed  that  the  line 
treaty  of  thc  Rhiuo  had  been  abandoned,  and  that  all  the 
Germany,  statcs  ou  the  left  bank  of  that  river  were  to  be  sacri- 
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ficed  to  the  engrossing  Republic.  It  was  the  more  chap. 
difficult  for  the  Austrian  plenipotentiaries  at  Ras*  ^^^^' 
tadt  to  reconcile  the  dispossessed  proprietors  to  this  ngs, 
catastrophe,  as  the  Emperor  had  officially  announced 
to  the  Diet,  shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  armi- 
stice of  Leoben,  ^^  that  an  armistice  had  been  con- 
cluded by  the  Empeiror  for  the  empire,  on  the  base 
of  the  mtegrity  of  the  Germanic  body.'*'*  Ren^on- 
strances  and  petitions  in  consequence  rapidly  suc^ 
ceeded  each  other,  as  suspicions  of  the  fate  impend^ 
ing  over  them  got  afloat,  but  without  effect;  and 
soon  the  decisive  evidence  of  facts  convinced  the 
most  incredulous,  that  a  portion  at  least  of  the  em- 
pire had  been  abandoned.  Intelligence  successively 
arrived,  that  Mayence  had  been  surrendered  to  the 
Republicans  on  tiie  30th  December,  in  presence  of, 
and  without  opposition  from,  the  Austrian  forces : 
that  Venice,  stripped  of  all  its  riches,  had  been  aban- 
doned to  the  Imperialists  on  the  Idth  January ;  and 
that  the  fort  of  the  Rhine,  opposite  Manheim,  which 
refused  to  surrender  to  the  summons  of  the  Republi- 
can general,  had  been  carried  by  assault  on  the  2dth 
of  the  same  month ;  while  the  Austrian  forces,  in- 
stead of  offering  any  resistance,  were  evidently  re- 
tiring towards  the  frontiers  of  the  hereditary  states. 
An  universal  stupor  seized  on  the  German  people 
when  they  beheld  themselves  thus  abandoned  by  their 
natural  guardians,  and  the  only  ones  capable  of  ren- 
dering them  any  effectual  protection  ;  and  their  de- 
puties expressed  themselves  in  angry  terms  to  the 
Imperial  plenipotentiaries  on  the  subject.  But  M. 
Lehrbach  replied,  when  no  longer  able  to  conceal 
this  dismemberment  of  the  empire, — "  All  the  world 
is  aware  of  the  sacrifices  which  Austria  has  made 
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CHAP«   during  the  war !  and  that  the  misfortunes  which  have 
occurred  are  nothing  more  than  what  she  has  uni- 


1798.    formly  predicted  would  occur,  if  a  cordial  union  of 
all  the  Qermanic  states  was  not  effected  to  maintain 
their  independence.     Singly,  she  has  made  the  ut- 
most efforts  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  em- 
'  pire  j  she  has  exhausted  all  her  resources  in  the  at- 
tempt ;  if  she  has  been  unsuccessful,  let  those  answer 
for  it  who  contributed  nothing  towards  the  common 
cause/^     This  defence  was  perfectly  just:  Austria 
had  perfomied,  and  nobly  performed,  her  part  as 
head  of  the  empire ;  its  dismemberment  arose  from 
the  inaction  of  Prussia,  which,  with  an  armed  force 
of  above  two  hundred  thousand  men,  and  a  revenue 
of  nearly  L.6,000,000  sterling,  had  done  nothing 
whatever  for  the  cause  of  Germany.     It  is  not  the 
^  Hard.  ▼.  cossiou  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  to  France,  it 
433^43/-^*  is  the  spoliation  of  Venice,  which  at  this  period 
And  tu.  6.  forms  an  indelible  stain  on  the  Austrian  annals.^ 

After  the  cession  of  the  line  of  the  Rhine  to 
Tumult  at  Fraucc  waB  finally  divulged,  the  attention  of  the 
and^^AUt  plenipotentiaries  was  chiefly  directed  to  the  means 
R^^rfi      ^^  providing  indemnities  to  the  dispossessed  princes, 
and  the  republican  envoys  had  already  broached  their 
favourite  project  of  secularizations;  in  other  words, 
indemnifying  the  lay  princes  at  the  expense  of  the 
church,  when  an  event  occurred  at  Vienna,  which 
threatened  to  produce  an  immediate  explosion  be- 
tween the  two  governments.      On  occasion  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  general  arming  of  the  Vienna 
Apni  13,    volunteers  on  April  13,  the  youth  of  that  ci^ital 
expressed  a  strong  desire  to  give  vent  to  the  ardour 
of  their  patriotic  feeling  by  a  fite  in  honour  of  the 
glorious  stand  then  made  by  their  countrymen.    It 


dor. 


1708. 
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waA  hazardous  to  agree  to  such  a  proposal,  as  the   cuap. 
French  ambassador,  General  Bemadotte,  had  testi-   ^^^^' 


fied  his  repugnance  to  it,  and  declared  his  resolution,    1708. 
if  it  was  persisted  in,  to  give  a  dinner  in  honour  of 
democratic  principles  at  his  hotel.     But  the  Austrian 
government  could  not  withstand  the  wishes  of  the 
defenders  of  the  monarchy  ;  the  proposed  fete  tpok 
place,  and  the  French  ambassador,  in  consequence, 
gave  a  great  entertainment  to  his  friends,  and  hoist- 
ed an  immense  tricolor  flag  before  his  gate,  with  the 
words  "  LibertS,  Egalite^'^  inscribed  upon  it.     The 
opposing  principles  being  thus  brought  into  contact 
with  each  other,  a  collision  took  place.     The  people 
of  Vienna  conceived  the  conduct  of  the  French  am- 
bassador to  be  a  direct  insult  offered  to  their  beloved 
Emperor,  and  flocked  in  menacing  crowds  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  his  hotel.     The  Austrian  authori- 
ties seeing  the  popular  exasperation  hourly  increas- 
ing, in  vain  besought  Bemadotte  to  remove  the  ob- 
noxious standard.     He  deemed  his  own  honour  and 
that  of  the  Republic  pledged  to  its  being  kept  up, 
and  at  length  the  multitude  began  to  ascend  ladders 
to  break  open  the  windows.     A  pistol  discharged  by 
a  servant  within,  which  wounded  one  of  the  assail- 
ants, only  increased  the  ferment ;  the  gates  and  win- 
dows were  speedily  forced,  the  apartments  pillaged, 
and  the  carriages  in  the  yard  broken  to  pieces.    Fifty 
thousand  persons  assembled  in  the  streets,  and  the 
French  ambassador,  barricaded  in  one  of  the  rooms 
of  his  hotel,  was  only  delivered  at  one  o^clock  in  the 
morning  by  two  regiments  of  cuirassiers,  which  the 
Imperial  government  sent  to  his  relief.   Justly  indig- 
nant at  this  disgraceful  outrage,  Bemadotte  trans- 
mitted several  angry  notes  to  the  Austrian  cabinet ;  AprU  iff. 
and  although  they  published  a  proclamation  on  the 
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CHAP,   following  day,  ezpressiiig  the  deepest  regret  at  the 
^^^^'   disorders  which  had  occurred,  nothing  would  appease 


1798.  ^^^  exasperated  amhassador,  and  on  the  Idth  he  left 
'Hard. V.  Vienna,  under  a  numerous  escort  of  cavalry,  and 
508!     '    took  the  road  for  Rastadt.^ 

When  matters  were  in  this  combustible  state,  a 
conferen-   gpark  oulv  was  required  to  licht  the  conflasTation. 

CM  opened      m:  j  i  o      ^  a 

at  seitz,     Conferences  were  opened  at  Seltz,  in  Germany,  where, 
tono^itT^  on  the  one  hand,  the  Directory  insisted  on  satisfac- 
*^^'         tion  for  the  insult  offered  to  the  ambassador  of  the 
Republic ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  Emperor  demanded 
an  explanation  of  the  conduct  of  France  in  subduing, 
without  the  shadow  of  a  pretext,  the  Helvetic  Con- 
federacy, and  extending  its  dominion  through  the 
Oct.  1798.  whole  of  Italy.     As  the  Austrians  could  obtain  no 
satisfaction  on  these  points,  the  Emperor  drew  more 
closely  his  bonds  of  intimacy  with  the  court  of  St 
'  Th.  X.     Petersburg,  and  the  march  of  the  Russian  armies 
149!   jjm.  through  Gallicia  and  Moravia  was  hastened,  while 
x^8,^9.     ^^Q  military  preparations  of  the  Austrian  monarchy 
341.         proceeded  with  redouUed  activity.^ 

The  negotiations  at  Rastadt  for  the  settlement  of 

Progress  of  the  affairs  of  the  Germanic  empire  proceeded  slowly 

ttti3at  towards  an  adjustment;  but  their  importance  disap^ 

5^»«*^*-     peared  upon  the  commencement  of  the  more  weighty 

discussions  involved  in  the  Seltz  conferences.     The 

Jt^rench  insisted  upon  a  variety  of  articles  utterly 

inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  Campo 

Formio  or  the  independence  of  Germany.     They  first 

demanded  all  the  islands  of  the  Rhine,  which  were 

of  very  great  importance  in  a  military  point  of  view ; 

next,  that  they  should  be  put  in  possession  of  Kehl 

and  its  temtory  opposite  to  Strasburg,  and  Cassel 

and  its  territory  opposite  to  Mayence ;  then  that  a 

piece  of  ground,  adequate  to  the  formation  of  a  <e(^ 
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(h/Hoantj  should  be  ceded  to  them  at  the  German  end   chap. 

of  the  bridge  of  Huningen ;  and,  lastly,  that  the  im- '_ 

portant  fortress  of  Ehrenbreitzen  should  be  demo-    x708. 
lished.     The  German  deputation,  on  the  other  hand, 
insisted  that  the  principle  of  separation  should  be 
that  of  thalweg  ;  that  is  to  say,  of  the  division  of  the 
valley  by  the  middle  of  its  principal  stream.     As  a 
consequence  of  this  principle,  they  refused  to  cede 
Kehl,  Cassel,  or  the  tete-durpont  at  Huningen,  or  to 
demolish  the  fortifications  of  Ehrenbreitzen,  all  of 
which  lay  on  the  German  bank  of  the  river.     Subse- 
quently, the  French  commissioners  admitted  the 
principle  of  the  thalweg,  consented  to  the  demolition 
of  Cassel  and  Kehl,  and  the  Germans  agreed  to  that 
of  Ehrenbreitzen ;  but  the  Republicans  insisted  on 
the  cession  of  the  island  of  Petersaw,  which  would 
have  given  them  the  means  of  crossing  opposite  that 
important  point.   Matters  were  in  this  unsettled  state  Oct.  wos. 
when  they  were  interrupted  by  the  march  of  the 
Russian  troops  through  Moravia.     The  French  go- 
vernment upon  that  issued  a  note,  in  which  they  de- 
clared that  they  would  consider  the  crossing  of  the 
Germanic  frontier  by  that  army  as  equivalent  to  a*  Jo^-xi- 
declaration  of*  war ;  and  as  their  advance  continued  til  x.'i54, 
without  interruption,   the  negotiations  at  Rastadt  ^^^^f •^^ 
virtually  came  to  an  end.^'  ^^' 

Seeing  themselves  seriously  menaced  with  an  armed 
resLstance  to  their  project  for  subjugating  aU  the  PtMiNisi 
adjommg  states  by  means  of  excitmg  revolutions  moftheiH- 
their  bosom,  the  Directory  at  length  began  to  adopt  j[J^'^^ 
measures  to  make  head  against  the  danger.     The  approach- 
finances  of  the  Republic  were  in  a  most  alarming  ^^f^ 
state.      Notwithstanding  the  confiscation  of  twor 
thirds  of  the  national  debt,  it  was  discovered  that 
there  would  be  a  deficit  of  200,000,000  francs,  or 
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CHAP,   above  L.8,000,000  sterling,  in  the  returns  of  tbe 

'_^  year.     New  taxes,  chiefly  on  doors  and  windows, 

1798.  were  imposed,  and  a  decree  passed,  authorizing  m^ 
tional  domains,  to  the  value  of  125,000,000  of  francs, 
or  L.5,000,000  sterling,  to  be  taken  from  the  pub- 
lic creditors,  to  whom  they  had  been  surrendered  in 
liquidation  of  their  claims,  and  the  property  of  the 
whole  Protestant  clergy  to  be  confiscated  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  state  :  thus  putting,  to  support  their  revo- 
^  Jom.  zi.  lutionary  conquests,  the  last  hand  to  their  revolu- 
85,  se,       tionary  confiscations.^ 

It  remained  to  adopt  some  method  for  the  aog- 
AdopUon    mentation  of  the  army,  which  had  been  extremely 
^them-  diminished  by  sickness  and  desertion  since  the  peace 
■cription    of  Campo  Formio.     The  skeletons  of  the  regiments 
i^guimtnn.  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  remained ;  but  the 
ranks  exhibited  large  chasms,  which  the  existing 
state  of  the  law  provided  no  means  of  supplying. 
The  Convention,  notwithstanding  their  energy,  had 
made  no  permanent  provision  for  recruiting  the 
army,  but  had  contented  themselves  with  two  levies, 
Sept.  88,    one  of  300,000,  and  one  of  1,200,000  men,  which, 
with  the  voluntary  supplies  since  furnished  by  the 
patriotism  or  suffering  of  the  people,  had  been  fonnd 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  state.     But  now  that 
the  revolutionary  fervour  had  subsided,  and  a  neces- 
sity existed  for  finding  a  permanent  supply  of  soldiers 
to  meet  the  wars  into  which  the  insatiable  ambition 
of  the  government  had  plunged  the  country,  some 
lasting  resource  became  indispensable.     To  meet  the 
difficulty.  General  Jourdan  proposed  the  law  of  the 
CoNSCEiPTiON,  which  became  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant consequences  of  the  Revolution.     By  this  decree, 
every  Frenchman  from  twenty  to  forty-five  years  of 
age  was  declared  amenable  to  military  service.  Those 


1798. 
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liable  to  serve  were  divided  into  classes,  accordinfif  to    chap. 

XXVT 

the  years  of  their  birth,  and  the  government  were  ___ 


authorized  to  call  out  the  youngest,  second,  or  third    1793. 
class,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times.     The 
conscription  was  to  take  place  by  lot,  in  the  class 
from  which  it  was  directed  to  be  taken.     This  law 
was  immediately  adopted ;  and  the  first  levy  of  two 
hundred  thousand  men  from  France  ordered  to  be 
inmiediately  enforced,  while  eighteen  thousand  men  1  jom.  xi. 
were  required  from  the  affiliated  republic  of  Swit-|[^'j|**j1^ 
zerland,  and  the  like  number  from  that  of  Holland.^ 
Thus,  the  justice  of  Heaven  made  the  revolution- 
ary passions  of  France  the  means  of  working  out  their  ReAecUoiis 

•  on  tiiifl 

own  punishment.  The  atrocious  aggression  on  Swit-eTent. 
zerland,  the  flames  of  Underwalden,  the  subjugation 
of  Italy,  were  roistered  in  the  book  of  fate,  and 
brought  about  a  dreadful  and  lasting  retribution. 
Not  the  bayonets  of  the  Allies,  not  the  defence  of 
their  country,  occasioned  this  lasting  scourge ;  the 
invasion  of  other  states,  the  cries  of  injured  inno- 
cence, first  brought  it  into  existence.  They  fixed 
upon  its  infatuated  people  that  terrible  law,  which 
soon  carried  misery  into  every  cottage,  and  bathed 
with  tears  every  mother  in  France.  Wide  as  had 
been  the  spread  of  the  national  sin,  as  wide  was  the 
lash  of  national  punishment.  By  furnishing  an  almost 
inexhaustible  supply  of  military  population,  it  fanned 
the  spirit  of  universal  conquest,  and  precipitated  its 
people  into  the  bloody  career  of  Napoleon.  It  pro- 
duced that  terrible  contest  which,  after  exhausting 
the  resources,  brought  about  the  subjugation  of  that 
great  kingdom,  and  wrung  from  its  infuriated  but  not 
repentant  inhabitants  what  they  themselves  have  >  sav.  iv. 
styled  tears  of  blood.'  It  is  thus  that  Providence  ^^* 
VOL.  III.    -  z  z 
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CHAP,  vindicates  its  superintendence  of  the  moral  world; 
^^^^'   that  the  guilty  career  of  nations,  equally  as  that  of 


1798.  in<iivi<iual8,  brings  down  upon  itself  a  righteous  pun- 
ishment; and  that  we  feel,  amidst  all  the  sins  of 
rulers,  or  madness  of  the  people,  the  truth  of  the 
sublime  words  of  Scripture :  ^^  Ephraim  is  joined  to 
idols ;  let  him  alone  J' 
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CHAPTEB  XXVII. 

CIVIL  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE,  FROM  THE  REVOLUTION 
OP  18th  FRUCTIDOR  TO  THE  SEIZURE  OF  SUPREME 
POWER  BY  NAPOLEON. 

SEPTEMBER  1797— NOVEMBER  1799. 

ARGUMBNT. 

Aptthj  of  tlM  publte  mind  after  th«  lUrohitioii  of  18th  Frootldor-^Extroaie  Diffl-  CHAP. 
cnltiM  of  GoTomment  linoe  that  eyent — UniTenal  Diaaatlsfiustion  after  the  new  dec-  XXV IL 
tions  In  Spring  1799 — Reetoration  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prete^  Formation  of  a  league  «..»—.—. 


against  the  OoTemment — Meanrea  of  the  Oppoiitlon — ^Rerolation  of  SOIta  Pralrlal—  1798. 
Cheiaeter  of  the  New  Directory — Freeh  Miniatarial  Appointments — BA>rta  of  the 
Jiodbina  to  roTiTO  the  Revolutionary  spirit,  which  totally  fUl — Forced  Loan  and  Levy 
of  tOOtOOO  men  decreed  by  the  Connoils — Anarchy  of  the  Prorinoes—- Croel  Law  of  the 
Hostages— Inenrrection  in  Brittany  and  La  Vendue — Great  Sererity  in  the  collection 
of  the  Forced  Loan— Success  of  the  Military  Conscription — Increase  Violence  of  the 
/scobins — Foudi^  is  appointed  Minister  of  Police — His  Character  and  Consenratite 
dssigns~He  oloaes  the  Jacobin  Club— Violence  of  the  Daily  Press— Attack  on  the 
Jeonalists  by  the  Directory— Their  continued  Tlgorons  Measures  against  the  Jaco- 
bins— Deplorable  state  of  France  at  this  period — Arrival  of  Napoleon  at  Fr^us — Uni- 
nrssl  Enthusiasm  which  it  excites — His  Journey,  and  Arriral  at  Parie— Reception 
tiiere  by  the  Directory — Previous  Intrigues  of  Barras  and  Si^yes  with  Louis  XVIIL— 
Jnaction  of  the  Malecontents  of  all  parties  to'snpport  Napoleon — Profound  Dissimula< 
tioo  of  his  Conduct — His  Eflbrts  to  gain  Gohier  and  Monlins,  who  reftise— After  much 
hssitatlon,  he  rvsolTCS  to  Join  Siiyes — ^Measures  resolved  on — He  tries  in  rain  to  gain 
Beraadotte— Progress  of  the  Conspiracy — Great  Banquet  at  the  Hall  of  the  Ancients 
~Preparatlona  of  the  Conspirators  at  the  Council  of  the  Aodents — Efforts  of  Napo- 
leon with  all  Parties — The  18th  Brumalre — Meeting  of  all  the  Conspirators  in  the 
Bae  fTiinteminn  TTspolrnn's  Address  to  the  Andents — Resignation  of  some  of  the 
IHredory,  Arrest  of  other*— Napoleon,  SIdyes,  and  Roger  Ducoe  are  appointed  Con- 
suls— The  19th  Brumalre  at  St  Cloud — Bxcesdve  Vehemence  in  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred— Imminent  Danger  of  Napoleon,  who  enters  the  Hall  of  the  Andents — Ifis 
Speech  there— He  enters  the  Hall  of  the  Five  Hundred— Frigbtftil  Disorder  there- 
Intrepid  Conduct  of  Lnden — Dissolution  of  the  Five  Hundred  by  an  armed  Force — 
^foctumal  Meeting  of  the  Conspirators  ih  the  Orangery— Thdr  Decrees— Joy  in  Paris 
at  these  crents— General  Sktisfhction  which  they  difiUsed  through  the  Country— 


724  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

CHAP.  ClMunej  of  Napoleon  after  hie  Victory— Fonnation  of  a  Coutitotioa— K^tboih 

XXVII.  appointed  Fint  Coneol — Outlinee  of  the  New  CoDstltution— AppointmeaU  in  idai- 

.  nletration  made  \>j  Napoleon — Venality  of  SA6ji»    Tmmwiie  no^lority  of  the  Pcsph 


1798«  ^^  approred  of  the  New  Conetitation — Reflectiona  on  the  Aceewien  of  Napohn  to 
the  Consular  Throne— Durable  Liberty  had  been  rendered  impoaiible  la  f  mei  b; 
the  deetmction  of  the  Aristocracy  and  Clergy— IHsastroos  Effiwts  of  the  ImUgiaaef 
that  coontry— Prodii^ons  Eflbcts  of  the  Centraliallon  of  Power  latrodDecd  try  A* 
Kavolntion — Distinction  between  the  safe  and  dangerous  Spirit  of  Frwdoaa  haaaw 
impulse  which  the  ofaangea  resulting  flrom  the  Berolutioa  haTC  girea  to  the  ipnid  d 
Christianity  orer  the  World. 

The  Revolution  of  France  had  now  run  Arongk 
Apathy  of  the  usual  course  of  universal  enthusiasm,  general  suf- 
mhid'aftw  fering,  plebeian  revolt,  bloody  anarchy,  democratic 
StiOT^^  cruelty,  and  military  despotism.  There  remained  a 
18th  Fnifi.  last  stage  to  which  it  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  which, 
nevertheless,  was  necessary  to  tame  the  passions  of 
the  people,  and  reconstruct  the  fabric  of  society  cm 
of  the  ruined  fragments  of  former  civilization.  This 
stage  was  that  of  a  single  despot,  and  to  this  final 
result  the  weakness  consequent  on  exhausted  passion 
was  speedily  bringing  the  country.  To  the  fervour 
of  democratic  license  there  invariably  succeeds  in  a 
few  years  a  period  of  languor  and  listlessness,  of 
blighted  hope  and  disappointed  ambition,  of  despair 
at  the  calamitous  results  of  previous  changes,  and 
heedlessness  to  every  thing  but  the  gratification  of 
selfish  passion.  The  energetic,  the  ardent,  the  en- 
thusiastic, have  for  the  most  part  sunk  under  the 
contests  of  former  faction,  few  remain  but  the  hase 
and  calculating,  who,  by  stooping  before  the  storms 
under  which  their  more  elevated  rivals  perished, 
have  contrived  to  survive  their  fall.  This  era  is 
that  of  public  degradation,  of  external  disaster  and 
internal  suffering,  and,  in  the  despair  of  all  classes,  it 
prepares  the  way  for  the  return  to  a  more  stable 
order  of  things. 

The  external   disasters  which   had  accumulated 
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upon  the  Republic  rapidly  since  the  commencement   chap. 
of  hostilities,  of  which  an  account  will  be  ^ven  in  ____ 


the  next  chapter,  could  hardly  have  failed  to  over-    1790. 
tarn  a  government  so  dependent  on  the  fleeting  gales  Bztreme 
of  popular  favour  as  that  of  the  Directory,  even  if  it^^J^ 
had  not  been  tainted  by  the  inherent  vice  of  having  ment  tiDee 
been  established  by  the  force  of  military  power,  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  nation  and  the  forms 
of  the  constitution.     But  this  cause  had  for  long  been 
preparing  its  downfall ;  and  the  removal  of  the  armies 
to  the  frontier,  upon  the  resumption  of  hostilities, 
rendered  it  impossible  any  longer  to  stifle  the  public 
voice.     That  inevitable  scourge  of  all  revolutionary 
states,  endMrra^immt  of  finance^  had,  since  the  Re- 
volution of  the  18th  Fructidor,  impeded  all  their 
operations.    Notwithstanding  the  confiscation  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  public  debt,  it  was  found  impossible, 
in  the  succeeding  season,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
third  which  remained,  without  recurring  to  fresh 
expedients.     The  deficit  on  the  year  was  announced  1708. 
by  the  minister  of  finance  as  amounting  to  at  least 
63,000,000  francs,  or  L.2,620,000 ;  it  was  known  to 
ampunt  to  nearly  100,000,000 ;  and  the  taxes  were 
levied  slowly,  and  with  extreme  difficulty.     To  meet 
the  deficiency,  the  duty  on  doors  and  windows  was 
doubled ;  that  on  carriages  raised  tenfold,  and  the 
effects  of  the  Protestant  clergy  were  confiscated,  put- 
ting them,  like  the  Catholics,  on  the  footing  of  pay- 
ment from  government.     Thus  the  Revolution,  as  it  >  Th.  z. 
advanced,  was  successively  swallowing  up  the  pro-Mig.a,** 
perty  even  of  the  humblest  in  the  community.^  ***• 

The  new  elections  of  a  third  of  the  legislature,  in 
March  1799,  were  conducted  with  greater  order  fl^d^^"Jj[ 
freedom  than  any  which  had  preceded  them,  because  ti<m  after 
the  army,  the  greait  support  of  the  Directory,  was  for  SlJrti^f. 
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€HAP.  ^^6  °^ost  part  removed,  and  the  violence  used  on  pre- 
XXVII.  vious  occasions  to  secure  the  return  could  not  so  easily 
"TZTT^  he  put  in  force.  A  large  proportion  of  representar 
tives,  accordingly,  were  returned  adverse  to  the  go- 
vernment estahlished  hy  the  hayonets  of  Augereau, 
and  waited  only  for  an  opportunity  to  displace  it 
from  the  helm.  It  fell  to  Rewbell's  lot  to  retire 
from  the  Directory,  and  Sieyes  was  chosen  hy  the  two 
Councils  in  his  stead.  The  people  were  already  dis- 
satisfied with  the  administration  of  affairs,  when  the 
disasters  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  came 
to  hlow  the  flame  into  a  conflagration.  After  these 
events,  the  puhlic  indignation  could  no  longer  he  re- 
strained. Complaints  broke  out  on  all  sides;  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  the  management  of  the  finances, 
the  tyranny  exercised  o\&:  the  elections,  the  arbi- 
trary dispersion  of  the  Chambers,  the  iniquitous  re- 
moval of  nearly  one-half  of  the  deputies,  the  choice 
of  the  generals,  the  direction  of  the  armies,  all  were 
made  the  subject  of  vehement  and  impassioned  in- 
vective. The  old  battalions,  it  was  said,  had  been 
left  in  the  interior  to  overawe  the  elections ;  the  best 
generals  were  in  irons ;  Championet,  the  conqueror 
of  Naples,  had  been  dismissed  for  striving  to  repress 
the  rapacity  of  the  inferior  agents  of  the  Directory ; 
Moreau,  the  commander  in  so  glorious  a  retreat,  wa£ 
reduced  to  the  rank  of  a  general  of  division,  and 
Scherer,  unknown  to  fame,  had  been  invested  with 
the  command  of  the  army  of  Italy.  Even  measures 
which  had  formerly  been  the  object  of  general  praise, 
were  now  condemned  in  no  measured  terms;  the 
expedition  to  Egypt,  it  was  discovered,  had  given  an 
eccentric  direction  to  the  best  general  and  bravest 
army  of  the  Republic,  and  provoked  the  hostility  at 
once  of  the  Sublime  Porte  and  the  Emperor  of  Ras- 
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sia ;  while 'the  attack  on  Switzerland  was  an  unjos-   chap. 
tifiable  invasion  of  nentral  rights,  which  necessarily  ^^^^^ 


aronsed  the  indignation  of  all  the  European  powers,    1798. 
and  brought  on  a  war  which  the  government  had 
made  no  preparations  to  withstand.      These  com- 
plaints were,  in  a  great  degree,  well  founded ;  but 
they  would  never  have  been  heard  if  the  fortune  of 
war  had  proved  favourable,    and  the  Republican 
armies,  instead  of  being  thrown  back  on  their  own 
frontier,  had  been  following  the  career  of  victory  into 
the  Imperial  states.     But  the  Directory  now  experi-i  lu.  ziv. 
enced  the  truth  of  the  saying  of  Tacitus : — "  Habc  est  5^^'  ^^ 
bellorum  pessima  conditio  :  prospera  omnes  sibi  vin-sei.  dud. 
dicant,  adversa  uni  solo  imputantur.^'^  ' 

In  the  midst  of  this  general  effervescence,  the  re- 
straints imposed  on  the  liberty  of  the  press  after  the  Raton- 
revolution  of  the  18th  Fructidor,  could  no  longer  be  utoty  </ 
maintained.     The  armed  force  which  had  imposed  ^^  ^'^' 
and  kept  them  on  was  awanting ;  the  soldiers  were 
almost  all  combating  on  the  frontier.     They  were, 
accordingly,  no  longer  enforced  against  the  daily 
journals,   and    the    universal  indignation   speedily 
spread  to  the  periodical  press.     In  every  quarter,  in 
the  newspapers,  the  tribune,  the  pamphlets,  the  clubs, 
nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  declamations  against  the 
government.     The  parties  who  had  alternately  felt 
the  weight  of  their  vengeance,  the  Royalists  and  the 
Jacobins,  vied  with  each  other  in  inveighing  against 
their  imbecility  and  want  of  foresight;  while  the 
soldiers,  hitherto  their  firmest  support,  gave  open 
vent  to  their  ^indignation  at  the  "  Advocates"  who  t  xh.  x. 
had  brought  back  the  Republican  standards  to  the  ^'j^' 
Alps  and  the  Rhine.^  goL  i.  96. 

A  league  was  speedily  formed  against  the  govern- 
ment, at  the  head  of  which  were  Generals  Joubert 
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CHAP,   and  Augereau.     Barras,  though  a  Director,  entered 
'_  into  the  plan,  and  gave  it  the  weight  of  his  reputar 


1799.  tion,  or  rather  his  revolutionary  audacity  aiid  vigour. 
Formation  It  was  agreed  that  no  questions  should  be  brought 
of  aiMgae  forward,  until  the  obnoxious  Directors  were  removed, 

againit  the  '  ' 

govern-      as  to  the  form  of  government  which  should  succeed 
^^  '        them ;  and  the  three  Directors,  Lareveillere  Lepeanx, 
Treilhard,  and  Merlin  de  Douai,  were  marked  out 
for  destruction.     The  conspiracy  was  far  advanced, 
when  the  misfortunes  in  Italy  and  on  the  Rhine  gave 
tenfold  force  to  the  public  discontent,  and  deprived 
the  government  of  all  means  of  resistance.     The 
departments  in  the  south,  now  threatened  with  inva- 
sion from  the  Allied  army,  were  in  a  state  of  extreme 
fermentation,  and  sent  deputations  to  the  Councils, 
who  painted  in  the  most  lively  colours  the  destitute 
state  of  the  troops,  the  consternation  of  the  provinces, 
the  vexations  of  the  people,  the  injustice  done  to  the 
generals,  and  the  indignation  of  the  soldiers.     The 
nomination  of  Sieyes  to  the  Directory  was  the  most 
'  Mign.  ii.  convincing  proof  of  the  temper  of  the  Councils,  as  he 
^;^;    had  always  and  openly  expressed  his  dislike  at  the 
353,365.    constitution  and   the   Directorial  government.    To 

Th   X  9fiS 

S74,uid  'elect  him,  was  to  proclaim,  as  it  were,  that  they 

^*^'         desired  a  revolution.* 

Sieyes  soon  became  the  head  of  the  conspirators, 

MMBuret    ^^^  thus  numbered  among  their  ranks  two  Directors, 

oftheOiH  ajid  a  great  majority  of  both  Councils.  It  was  no 
longer  their  object  to  remodel  the  constitution,  but 
to  gain  immediate  possession  of  the  reins  of  power, 
in  order  to  extricate  the  country  from  the  perilous 
situation  in  which  it  was  placed.  For  this  purpose 
they  refused  all  accommodation  or  consultation  with 
the  three  devoted  Directors;  while  the  most  vehement 
attacks  were  made  on  them  in  both  Councils.    The 
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disastrous  state  of  the  finances  afforded  too  fair  an    chap. 
opportunity  for  invective.    Out  of  400,000,000  francs  ^^^"' 
already  consumed  in  the  public  service  for  the  year    1799, 
1799,  not  more  than  210,000,000  francs  had  been 
received   by   the   treasury,   and    the   arrears  were 
coming  in  very  slowly.    Various  new  taxes  were 
voted  by  the  Councils ;  but  it  was  apparent  to  every 
one  that  their  collection,  under  the  present  system, 
was  impossible.     A  still  more  engrossing  topic  was 
afforded  by  the  discussions  on  the  proposed  alteration 
of  the  law  on  the  liberty  of  the  press  and  the  popular 
Bocieties,  in  order  to  take  away  from  the  Directory 
the  arbitrary  power  with  which  they  had  been  in- 
vested by  the  law  of  the  19th  Fructidor.     The  De- 
mocrats  exclaimed  that  it  was  indispensable  to  elec* 
trify  the  public  mind ;  that  the  country  was  in  the 
same  danger  as  in  1793,  and  that  the  same  means 
must  be  taken  to  meet  it;  that  every  species  of 
patriotism  would  speedily  expire  if  the  clubs  were 
not  re-opened,  and  unlimited  freedom  allowed  to  the 
press.     Without  joining  in  this  democratic  fervour, 
the  Royalists  and  Constitutionalists  concurred  with 
them  in  holding  that  the  Directory  had  made  a  bad 
use  of  the  dictatorial  power  given  to  them  by  the  re- 
volution of  18th  Fructidor,  and  that  the  restoration 
of  the  popular  clubs  had  become  indispensable.     So  x  xh.  x. 
general   a  concord  among  men  of  such  dissimilar  ^l^*  ^^J- 
opinions  on  all  other  subjects,  announced  the  speedy  417.   Lac. 
fall  of  the  government.^  x  v.      . 

The  first  measures  of  the  conspirators  were  opened 
by  a  messaire  from  the  different  commissions  of  the  Revoiation 
Councils,  presented  by  Boulay  de  laMeurthe,  in  which  pnurfai. 
they  insisted  upon  being  informed  of  the  causes  of  the 
exterior  and  interior  dangers  which  threatened  the 
state,  and  the  means  of  averting  them  which  existed. 
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CHAP.   The  Directory,  upon  receiying  this  message,  endear 
^^^'^_  voured  to  gain  time,  by  promising  to  give  an  answer 


1799.  ui  detail,  which  required  several  days  to  prepare. 
But  this  was  by  no  means  what  the  revolutionists 
intended.  After  waiting  a  fortnight  without  re- 
ceiving any  answer,  the  Councils,  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  their  committees  of  war,  expenditure,  and 
finance,  agreed  to  declare  their  sittings  permanent^ 
till  an  answer  to  the  message  was  obtained,  and  the 
three  committees  were  constituted  into  a  single  com- 
mission of  eleven  members,  in  other  words,  a  provi- 
sional government.  The  Directory  on  their  part 
also  declared  their  sittings  permanent^  and  every 
thing  seemed  to  presage  a  fierce  conflict.  The  com- 
mission dexterously  availed  themselves  of  the  cir- 
cumstance that  Treilhard,  who,  for  thirteen  months 
had  been  in  the  Directory,  had  been  ^pointed  four 
days  before  the  legal  period,  and  instantly  proposed 
that  his  nomination  should  be  annulled.  Lareveil- 
lere,  who  was  gifted  with  great  political  firmness,  in 
vain  strove  to  induce  Treilhard  to  resist;  he  saw  his 
danger,  and  resolved  to  yield  to  the  storm.  He  ao- 
>  Th.  X.  cordingly  sent  in  his  resignation,  and  Gohier,  a  vehe- 
1^443^^*  ment  republican,  but  a  man  of  little  political  capacity, 
though  an  able  writer,  was  named  by  the  Councils 
in  his  stead.^ 

The  victory  was  gained,  because  this  change  gave 
the  Councils  a  majority  in  the  Directory ;  bat  Lare- 
veillere  was  still  firm  in  his  refusal  to  resign.  After 
exhausting  every  engine  of  flattery,  threats,  en- 
treaties, and  promises,  Barras  at  length  broke  np 
sstii  May  ^^^  Conference  by  declaring,  ^'  Well,  then,  it  is  all 
1790.  over ;  the  sabres  must  be  drawn." — "  Wretch ! " 
exclaimed  Lareveillere,  ^^  is  it  you  that  speak  of 
sabres  ?    There  is  nothing  here  but  knives,  and  they 
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are  all  directed  against  those  virtuous  citizens  whom    oh^p. 
you  wish  to  murder,  because  you  cannot  induce  them 


to  degrade  themselves.^'    But  a  single  individual    1799. 
could  not  withstand  the  legislature;  he  yielded  atsothPrai- 
length  to  the  entreaty  of  a  deputation  from  the'^^* 
Councils,  and  sent  in  his  resignation  during  the 
night.     His  example  was  immediately  followed  by 
Merlin;  and  General    Moulins  and  Roger  Duces 
were  appointed  as  successors  to  the  expelled  Direc- 
tors.    Thus,  the  government  of  the  Directory  was 
overturned  in  less  than  four  years  after  its  first 
establishment,  and  in  twenty  months  after  it  had, 
by  a  violent  stretch  of  illegal  force,  usurped  dicta- 
torial powers.     The  people  of  Paris  took  no  part  in 
this  subversion  of  their  rulers,  which  was  effected 
by  the  force  of  the   national  assemblies  illegally 
directed.     Revolutionary  fervour  had  exhausted  it- 1  j^^  ^^ 
self ;  and  an  event  which,  six  years  before,  would  ^^*  ^^' 
have  convulsed  France  from  one  extremity  to  the  330 .%toKi, 
other,  passed  over  with  hardly  more  agitation  than  ^^^i^'^^' 
change  of  ministers  in  a  constitutional  monarchy.^     443. 

The  violent  measures,  however,  which  had  dis- 
possessed the  government,  were  far  from  bringing  chanicter 
to  the  helm  of  affairs  any  accession  either  of  vigour  Dk^rtOT^T 
or  ability.  The  new  Directory,  composed,  like  the 
Councils,  of  men  of  opposite  principles,  was  even  less 
qualified  than  that  which  had  preceded  it  to  make 
head  against  the  tempest,  both  without  and  within, 
which  assailed  the  state.  Sieyes,  the  only  man 
among  them  of  a  superior  intellect,  dreamed  of 
nothing  but  a  new  political  organization  of  society, 
and  had  none  of  the  qualities  fitted  to  struggle  with 
the  misfortunes  of  a  sinking  state.  Roger  Duces, 
an  old  Girondist,  was  merely  his  creature,  and  unfit 
to  direct  any  department  of  the  Republic.     Moulins, 
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CHAP,  an  obscure  general,  but  a  vehement  republican,  had 
^^^^^'  been  nominated  by  the  Jacobin  party  to  uphold  their 


1799.    interests  in  the  government,  and  being  unknown  to 
the  armies,  possessed  none  of  the  influence  with  the 
military  so  necessary  to  revive  their  former  spirit. 
Barras  was  the  only  man  capable   of  giving  any 
effectual  assistance  to  the  administration ;  but  he  was 
so  much  under  the  influence  of  his  passions  and 
his  vices,  and  had  taken  so  many  and  such  con- 
tradictory parts  in  the  course  of  the  Revolution, 
that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  his  assistance. 
After  having  been  a  violent  Jacobin  after  the  revo- 
lution of  31st  May,  a  leading  Thermidorian  after 
the  fall  of  Robespierre,  a  revolutionary  Director  on 
the  18th  Fructidor,  and  a  vehement  enemy  of  his 
ancient  colleagues  on  the  30th  Frairial,  he  now  be- 
came a  royalist  Director,  elected  to  withstand  the 
principles  of  democracy  which  had  so  often  elevated 
him  to  power.     Qohier  was  sincere  and  honest  in  his 
intentions,  but  he  was  an  infatuated  republican,  who, 
amidst  the  general  wreck  of  its  institutions,  was 
dreaming  only  of  the  social  compact  and  the  means 
1  Tb.  z.     of  averting  a  counter  revolution.   From  the  moment 
ue!^v.'    of  their  installation,  their  sentiments  on  most  subjects 
358,  :^o,    vrere  found  to  be  so  much  at  variance,  that  it  was 
ii.  446.     '  evident  no  cordial  co-operation  could  be  expected 
L  104.     '  amongst  them.^ 

The  first  and  most  pressing  necessity  was  to  stem 
New  minis,  the  torrout  of  disaster  which  had  overwhelmed  the 
a*"diit-     ^^™i®s  ^f  tt^  Republic.  Immediately  after  the  change 
nients.       in  the  government,  news  arrived  of  the  forcing  of  the 
lines  of  Zurich  :  and,  before  the  consternation  which 
it  occasioned  had  subsided,  it  was  followed  by  intel- 
ligence of  the  battle  of  the  Trebbia,  and  the  evacoa- 
tion  of  the  ridge  of  the  Apennines.     These  disasters 
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rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  take  some  steps    chap. 
to  restore  the  public  confidence;  and,  for  this  purpose,    '^ 


a  great  change  was  made  in  the  military  commanders    1799. 
of  the  Republic.  Championet,  who  had  been  thrown 
into  prison  for  evading  the  orders  of  the  Directory 
regarding  the  pillage  of  the  Neapolitan  dominions, 
was  liberated  from  his  fetters,  and  received  the  com- 
mand of  an  army  which  it  was  proposed  to  establish 
along  the  line  of  the  higher  Alps ;  Bemadotte,  from 
whose  activity  great  results  were  justly  expected, 
was  appointed  minister  at  war ;  and  Joubert,  whose 
exploits  in  the  Tyrol  had  sained  for  him  a  brilliant  ^  Xh.  z. 
reputation,  nominated  to  the  command  of  the  shat-  vie  de 
tered  army  of  Italy.^  ^'p-  *•  ^i- 

The  overthrow  of  the  government  was  the  signal 
for  the  issuing  of  the  Jacobins  from  their  retreats.  Efforts  of 
and  the  recommencement  of  revolutionary  agitation,  ^ng'^J^. 
with  all  the  perilous  schemes  of  democratic  ambition,  ^ive  the 
Every  where  the  clubs  were  re-opened ;  the  Jacobins  wy  spwt, 
took  possession  of  the  Riding-school  hall,  where  the  J^y  fjiJj" 
debates  of  the  Constituent  Assembly  had  been  held, 
and  began  again  to  pour  forth  those  impassioned 
declamations  from  which  such  streams  of  blood  had 
already  taken  their  rise.     Taught  by  former  disas- 
ters, however,  they  abstained  from  demanding  any 
sanguinary  proceedings,  and  confined  themselves  to 
a  strenuous  support  of  an  agrarian  law,  and  those 
measures  for  the  division  of  property  to  which  Baboeuf 
had  fallen  a  victim.     The  leading  members  of  the 
Councils  attended  their  meetings,  and  swelled  the 
ardent  multitudes  who  already  crowded  their  assem- 
blies, flattering  themselves,  even  in  the  decrepitude 
of  the  revolutionary  fervour,  with  the  hopeless  idea 
that  they  would  succeed  in  directing  the  torrent. 
But  the  times  were  no  longer  the  same,  and  it  was 


y34  HISTORY  OF  EUROPB. 

4 

CHAP,   impossible  in  1799  to  revive  the  general  enthnsiasm 
XXVII.  ^JjI^Jj  4^q  years  before  had  intoxicated  every  head 


1799.  ^^  France.  The  people  had  not  forgotten  the  Reign 
of  Terror,  and  the  dreadful  calamities  which  had 
followed  the  ascendant  of  the  Jacobins ;  they  re- 
ceived their  promises  without  joy,  without  illusion, 
and  listened  with  undisguised  anxiety  to  the  menaces 
which  they  dealt  out  to  all  who  opposed  their  designs. 
Their  apathy  threw  the  Jacobins  into  despair;  as 
they  were  well  aware  that,  without  the  aid  of  the 
populace,  they  would  be  unable  to  overturn  what  yet 
remained  of  the  fabric  of  society.  "We  cannot 
twice,'^  said  the  citizens,  "  go  through  the  same  fiery 
ordeal;  the  Jacobins  have  no  longer  the  power  of 
the  assignats  at  th^r  command ;  the  illusion  of  the 
people  has  been  dispelled  by  their  sufferings;  the 
army  regards  their  rule  with  horror.''  The  respec- 
table citizens,  worn  out  with  convulsions,  and  appre- 
hensive beyond  every  thing  of  a  return  to  the  yoke 
1  L.^  xiT.  ^f  ^^  multitude,  sighed  for  the  restoration  of  a  stable 
Ti?'  ^^s  government,  and  were  prepared  to  rally  round  any 
3S3.  Mign.  leader  who  would  subject  the  passions  of  the  Revo- 
11. 446.      i^iiQj^  tQ  the  yoke  of  despotic  power .^ 

.  To  supply  the  enormous  and  daily  increasing  de- 
Forced  ficit  in  the  public  treasury,  the  revolutionists  main- 
e^K^  tained  that  it  was  indispensable  to  recur  to  the  energy 
^^  and  patriotic  measures  of  1793 ;  to  call  into  active 
men  de-  sorvicc  all  the  classes  of  the  state,  and  levy  a  forced 
STo^i-  loan  of  120,000,000  of  francs,  or  L.4,800,000,  upon 
^^  the  opulent  classes,  increasing  in  severity  with  the 

fortunes  of  those  from  whom  it  was  to  be  extracted. 
After  long  debates,  this  arbitrary  mesusure  was 
adopted ;  and  at  the  same  time,  a  conscription  of  two 
hundred  thousand  men  ordered  to  recruit  the  armies. 
These  vigorous  measures  promised,  in  the  course  of 
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time,  to  procure  a  great  supply  for  the  public  neces-   chap. 
fiities ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  the  danger  iras  immi-  m:vii. 
nent ;  and  it  was  much  to  be  feared  that  the  frontier^    1709. 
would  be  invaded  before  any  efficient  Bupport  could  *  Th-  x. 
be  afforded  to  the  armies  intrusted  with  their  defence.^  jom.  vie 
What  rendered  every  measure  for  the  supply  either  ^g^'*^-  ^ 
of  the  army  or  the  treasury  difficult  of  execution, 
was  the  complete  state  of  anarchy  into  which  the  ^^^^ 
provinces  had  fallen,  and  the  totsd  absence  of  all  pn>Tinoe8. 
authority  from  the  time  that  the  troops  had  been  ^^  ^^ 
removed  to  the  frontier.    The  Vendtens  and  Chouans  ^*«^ 
had,  in  the  west,  broken  into  fearful  activity ;  'the 
companies  of  the  Sun  renewed  their  excesses  in  the 
south,  and  every  where  the  refractory  conscripts, 
forming  themselves  into  bands  of  robbers,  occupied 
the  forests,  and  pillaged  travellers  and  merchandise 
of  every  description  along  the  highways.     To  such  a 
height  had  these  disorders,  the  natural  and  inevitable 
eonsequence  of  a  revolution,  arisen,  that  in  most  of 
the  departments  there  was  no  longer  any  authority 
obeyed,  or  order  maintained,  but  the  strong  pillaged 
the  weak  with  impunity,  as  in  the  rudest  ages.     In 
these  circumstances  a  law,  named  the  law  of  the 
hostages^  was  proposed  and  carried  in  the  Councils, 
and  remains  a  singular  and  instructive  monument  of 
the  desperate  tyranny  to  which  those  are  in  the  end 
reduced,  who  adventure  on  the  perilous  course  of 
democratic  innovation.    Proceeding  on  the  supposi- 
tion, at  once  arbitrary  and  unfounded,  that  the  re- 
lations of  the  emigrants  were  the  sole  cause  of  the 
disorders,  they  enacted,  that  whenever  a  commune 
fell  into  a  notorious  state  of  anarchy,  the  relations  of 
emigrants,  and  all  those  known  to  have  been  at  all 
connected  with  the  ancient  reffimej  should  be  seized 
as  hostages,  and  that  four  of  them  should  be  trtm^ 
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ported  for  every  assassination  that  was  committed  in 
that  district,  and  their  property  be  rendered  liable 
for  all  acts  of  robbery  which  there  occurred.  But 
this  law,  inhuman  as  it  was,  proved  wholly  inade- 
quate to  restore  order  in  this  distracted  country ;  and 
France  was  menaced  with  an  anarchy,  so  much  the 
more  terrible  than  that  of  1793,  as  the  Committee 
of  Public  Safety  was  awanting,  whose  iron  arm,  sup- 
ported by  victory,  had  then  crushed  it  in  its  grasp.^ 
The  disturbances  in  the  western  provinces,  during 
this  paralysis  of  the  authority  of  government,  had 
again  risen  to  the  most  formidable  height.  That 
unconquerable  band,  the  Vend^ans  and  Chouans, 
whom  the  utmost  disasters  could  never  completely 
subdue,  had  yielded  only  a  temporary  submission  to 
the  energetic  and  able  measures  of  General  Hoche ; 
and  with  the  arrival  of  less  skilful  leaders  of  the 
republican  forces,  and  the .  increasing  weakness  of 
government,  their  activity  again  led  them  to  insur* 
rection.  This  fresh  outbreak  of  the  insurrection  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  cruel  and  unnecessary  persecu- 
tions which  the  Director  Lareveillere  Lepeaux  kept 
up  against  the  priests  j  and.  it  soon  rose  to  the  most 
formidable  height.  In  March  1799,  the  epirit  of 
Chouanism,  besides  its  native  departments  in  Bri- 
tanny, had  spread  to  La  Vendue,  and  the  Republic 
beheld  with  dismay  the  fresh  breaking  out  of  that 
terrible  volcano.  ChoUet,  Montaigne,  Herbiers, 
names  immortalized  in  those  wonderful  wars,  were 
again  signalized  by  the  successes  of  the  Royalists ; 
and  the  flame,  spreading  further  than  the  early  vic- 
tories of  the  Vend6ans,  menaced  Touraine.'  BoHB- 
MONT,  afterwards  conqueror  of  Algiers,  a  chief  of 
great  ability,  revenged  in  Mans  the  bloody  catas- 
trophe of  the  Royalist  army ;  and  Godet  de  Cha- 
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tillon,  after  a  brilliant  victory,  entered  in  triumph    chap. 
into  Nantes,  which  had  six  years  before  defeated  * 

the  utmost  efforts  of  the  grand  army  under  Cathe-    1799. 
linean. 

Nor  did  the  financial  ^measures  of  government 
inspire  less  dread  than  the  external  disasters  andoreatMve- 
internal  disorders  which  overwhelmed  the  country.  ooUection 
The  forced  loan  was  levied  with  the  last  severity  ;  ^^ 
and  as  all  the  fortunes  of  the  Royalists  had  been  ex- low,  and 
tinguished  in  the  former  convulsions,  it  now  fell  on  ^rmm- 
those  classes  who  had  been  enriched  by  the  Revo- *^  J?''* 
lation,  and  thus  spread  an  universal  panic  through 
its  most  opulent  suppoi^ters.      They  now  felt  the 
severity  of  the  confiscation  which  they  had  infiicted 
on  others.     The  ascending  scale,  according  to  which 
it  was  levied,  rendered  it  especially  obnoxious.    No 
fixed  rule  was  adopted  for  the  increase  according  to 
the  fortune  of  the  individual,  but  every  thing  was 
left  to  the  tax-gatherers,  who  proceeded  on  secret 
and  frequently  false  information.     In  these  cirx^um- 
stances,  the  opulent  found  their  whole  income  dis- 
appearing under  a  single  exaction.     The  tax  voted 
was  120,000,000  francs,  or  L.4,800,000 ;  but  in  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  country,  it  was  impossible  to 
raise  this  sum,  and  specie,  under  the  dread  of  arbi- 
trary exactions,  entirely  disappeared  from  circular 
tion.     Its  collection  took  three  years,  and  then  only  ^  La&  zIt. 
realized  three-fourths  of  its  amount.^    The  three  per  ^  *i^s, 
cents  consolidated,  that  melancholy  relic  of  former  ^^»  ^®- 
bankruptcy,  had  fallen  to  six  per  cent,  on  the  remnant 
of  a  third  which  the  great  confiscation  of  1797  had 
left;  little  more  than  a  sixtieth  part  of  the  former 
"value  of  the  stock  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution.     The  executive  were  more  successful  in 

VOL.  m.  3  A 
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CHAP,    tiieir  endeavours  to  recruit  the  military  forces  of  the 
xxvii.  jt^pQ^^ii^^     Soldiers  are  as  easily  obtained  during 


1799.    P^^^^<^  suffering  as  money  is  hard  to  find.    Under 
the  able  and  vigorous  management  of  Bemadotte, 
the  conscription  proceeded  with  great  activity ;  and 
soon  a  hundred  thousand  young  men  were  enrolled 
and  disciplined  at  the  depots  in  the  interior  of  the 
country.     These  conscripts  were  no  sooner  instructed 
in  the  rudim^oits  of  the  military  art,  than  they  were 
marched  off  to-  the  frontier,  where  they  rendered 
essential  service  to  the  cause  &(  national  independ- 
ence.   It  was  the  reinforcements  thus  obtained  which 
enabled  Massena  to  extricate  the  Republic  from  ex- 
treme peril  at  the*  battle  of  Zurich ;  and  it  was  in 
their  ranks  that  Napoleon,  in  the  following  year, 
*  Goh.  i.     found  the  greater  part  of  those  dauntless  foUowerswho 
ImHi^'  scaled  the  bwrier  of  the  Great  St  Bernard,  and  de- 
39U,  400.    scended  like  a  thunderbolt  on  the  plain  of  Marengo.* 
While  the  Republic,  after  ten  years  of  convulsions, 
inci-Mfled   was  fast  relapsiug  into  that  state  of  disorder  and 
lr\he^     weakness  which  is  at  once  the  consequence  and  pnn- 
jacuMxur.    ighment  of  revolutionary  violence,  the  hall  of  the  Ja- 
cobins resounded  with  furious  declamations  against 
all  the  members  of  the  Directory,  and  the  whole  sys- 
tem which  in  every  country  has  been  considered  as 
the  basis  of  social  union.     The  separation  of  property 
was,  in  an  especial  manner,  the  object  of  iiivective, 
and  the  agrarian  law,  which  Baboeuf  had  bequeathed 
to  the  last  democrats  of  the  Revolution,  universally 
extolled  as  the  perfection  of  society.     Felix  Lcpel- 
letier.  Arena,  Drouet,  and  all  the  furious  revolution- 
ists of  the  age,  were  there  assembled,  and  the  whole 
atrocities  of  1793  speedily  held  up  for  applause  amf 
imitation.     They  celebrated  the  manes  of  the  vic- 
tims shot  on  the  plain  of  Grenelle,  demanded  in  loud 
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terms  the  instant  punishment  of  all  ^^  the  leeches  who    cfHAp. 
lived  on  the  blood  of  the  people,"  the  general  disarm-  ^^^^^ 
ing  of  the  Royalists,  a  levy  en  massej  the  establishr    ^799^ 
ment  of  manufactures  of  arms  in  the  public  places^ 
and  the  restoration  of  their  cannon  and  pikes  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faubourgs.^    These  ardent  feelings 
were  roused  into  a  perfect  fury,  when  the  news  ar- 
rived of  the  battle  of  Novi,  and  the  retreat  of  the 
army  of  Italy  over  the  Alps.     Talleyrand  became, 
in  an  especial  manner,  the  object  of  attack.     He  was 
accused  of  having  projected  the  expedition  to  £gypt^ 
the  cause  of  all  the  public  disasters ;  Moreau  was '  Th.  x. 
overwhelmed  with  invectives,  and  Sifeyes,  the  presi-  Lac'  xiv' 
dent  of  the  Council  of  A^icients,  stigmatized  as  a  per-  ^^  ^^ 
fidious  priest,  who  was  about  to  belie  in  power  all  the  de  Nap.  i. 
patriotic  resolutions  of  his  earlier  years. 

In  these  perilous  circumstances,   the   Directory 
named  Fouche  minister  of  police.     This  celebrated  Fouch^  is 
man,  who  under  Napoleon  came  to  play  so  important  M^ig^r  of 
a  part  in  the  government  of  the  empire,  early  gave  ^?^^_. 
indication  of  the  great  abilities  and  versatile  character  racter,  and 
which  enabled  him  so  long  to  maintain  his  influence,  ^^T^ 
not  only  with  many  different  administrations,  but»>«™- 
under  so  many  different  governments.     An  old  mem- 
ber of  the  Jacobin  club,  and  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  all  their  designs ;  steeped  in  the  atrocities  of 
Lyons ;  a  regicide  and  atheist ;  bqund  neither  by  af- 
iection  nor  principle  to  their  cause^  and  seeking  only 
in  the  shipwreck  of  parties  to  make  his  own  fortune, 
he  was  eminently  qualified  to  act  as  a  spy  upon  his 
former  friends,  and  to  secure  the  Directory  against 
their  efforts*     He  perceived  at  this  critical  period 
that  the  ascendant  of  the  revolutionists  was  on  the 
wane ;  and  having  raised  himself  to  eminence  by  their 
passions,  he  now  resolved  to  attach  himself  to  that 
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CHAP.   conflervatiTe  party  who  were  striying  to  reconstmct 
^^^^'*  the  elements  of  society^  and  establish  r egular  aatho- 


1709.    "^^y  ^y  *li^ir  subversion.     The  people  beheld  with 

dismay  the  associate  of  CoUot  d'Herbois  and  a  regi* 

eide  member  of  the  Convention,  raised  to  the  import* 

ant  station  of  head  of  the  police ;  but  they  soon  found 

that  the  massacres  of  Lyons  were  not  to  be  renewed ; 

and  that  the  Jacobin  enthusiast,  intrusted  with  the 

direction  of  affairs,  was  to  exhibit,  in  combating  the 

forces  of  anarchy,  a  vigour  and  resolution  unknown  in 

the  former  stages  of  the  Revolution.    His  accession  to 

the  administration  at  this  juncture  was  of  great  im* 

portance ;  for  he  soon  succeeded  in  confirming  the 

1  Q^  I    wavering  ideas  of  Barras,  and  inducing  him  to  exert 

^^364^"**  all  his  strength  in  combating  those  principles  of  de- 

ue.  ii7.    mocracy  which  were  again  beginning  to  dissolve  the 

^^*         social  body.* 

Under  the  auspices  of  so  vigorous  a  leader,  the 
Re  cicwM  power  of  the  Jacobins  was  speedily  put  to  the  teeL 
bin  ^cTi  ^^  ^^  ^^^  closed  the  Riding-school  hall,  where  their 
meetings  were  held ;  and,  supported  by  the  Council 
of  the  Ancients,  within  whose  precincts  it  was  placed, 
prohibited  any  further  assemblies  in  that  situation* 
The  democrats  expelled  from  their  old  den,  reassem* 
bled  in  a  new  place  of  meeting  in  the  Rue  du  fiac, 
where  their  declamations  were  renewed  with  as  much 
vehemence  as  ever.  But  public  opinion  had  changed; 
the  people  were  no  longer  disposed  to  rise  in  insurrec- 
tion to  support  their  ambitious  projects.  Fouch6  re- 
solved to  follow  up  his  blow  by  closing  their  meetings 
altogether.  The  Directory  were  legally  invested  with 
the  power  of  taking  this  decisive  step,  as  the  organi- 
'  zation  of  the  society  was  contrary  to  law ;  but  diert 
was  a  division  of  opinion  among  its  members  as  to  Uie 
expediency  of  adof^ing  it,  Moulins  and  Gohier  insist- 
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ing  that  it  was  Only  by  favouring  the  clubs,  aad  re-    chap. 
viving  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  1793,  that  the  Re*  ^^^^^* 
poblic  could  make  head  against  its  enemies.    How-   4799. 
ever,  the  majority,  consisting  of  Sieyes,  Barras,  and 
Roger  Dncos,  persuaded  by  the  arguments  of  Fouch^, 
resolved  upon  the  decisive  step.     Thei  execution  cf  the  Aug.  12, 
measure  was  postponed  till  after  the  anniversary  of  i!^*^ 
the  10th  August ;  but  it  was  then  carried  into  effeqt  ^^>  ^7. 
without  opposition,  and  the  Jacobin  club,  which  had  aes.  Mi'gn. 
spread  such  havoc  through  the  world,  at  last  and  for  ^J*[' 
ever  closed.^  i**.  130. 

Deprived  of  their  point  of  rendezvous,  the  demo- 
crats had  recourse  to  their  usual  engine — ^the  press:  violent  of 
and  the  journals  immediately  were  filled  with  the  most^^,^<i 
furious  invectives  against  Sieyes,  who  was  stigmatized  ^**^JJ^ 
as  the  author  of  the  measure.     This  able,  but  specu-  the  01^^ 
lative  man,  the  author  of  the  celebrated  pamphlet,  ^'^' 
"  What  is  the  Tiers  Etat  ?  "  which  had  so  powerful  an 
effect  in  promoting  the  Revolution  in  1789,  was  now 
held  up  to  public  execration  as  a  perfidious  priest  who 
had  sold  the  Bepublic  to  Prussia.    In  truth,  he  had 
long  ago  seen  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  demo- 
cratic dogmas  with  which  he  conunenced  in  life,  and 
never  hesitated  to  declare  openly  that  a  strong  govem- 
nient  was  indispensable  to  France,  and  that  liberty 
was  utterly  incompatible  with  the  successive  tyranny 
of  different  parties,  which  had  so  long  desolated  the 
Bepublic.     These  opinions  were  sufficient  to  point  him 
out  as  the  victim  of  republican  fury  j  and,  aware  of 
his  danger,  he  was  already  beginning  to  look  around 
for  some  military  leader  who  might  execute  the  cau!]^ 
^d^etat^  which  he  foresaw  was  the  only  remaining 
chance  of  salvation  to  the  country*  In  the  meanwhile, 
the  state  of  the  press  required  immediate  attention ; 
its  license  and  excesses  were  utterly  inconsistent  with 
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CHAP,  any  stable  or  regular  government.    The  only  law  by 
^^^^^  which  it  could  be  restrained,  was  one  which  declared 


1799.    ^^^f'  ^U  attempts  to  suWert  the  tlepublic  should  be 
punished  with  death ;  a  sanguinary  regulation,  the  off- 
spring of  democratic*  apprehensions,  the  severity  of 
which  prevented  it,  in  the  present  state  of  public  feel- 
ing, from  being  carried  into  execution.     In  this  extre- 
mity, the  three  Directors  declared  that  they  could  no 
longer  carry  on  the  government,  and  France  was  on 
the  point  of  being  delivered  over  to  utter  anarchy, 
when  the  Directory  thought  of  the  expedient  of  apply- 
ing to  the  press  the  article  of  the  constitution  which 
gave  the  executive  power  the  right  to  arrest  all  per- 
sons suspected  of  carrying  on  plots  against  the  Repub- 
lic.    Nothing  could  be  more  forced  than  such  an  inter- 
*  Art.  144.  pretation  of  this  clause,^  which  was  obviously  int^ided 
for  a  totally  different  purpose ;  but  the  necessity  aad 
the  well-known  principle,  salus  populi  suprema  fer, 
Sept.  3,     seemed  to  justify,  on  the  ground  afterwards  taken  by 
1799.        Charles  X.,  a  stretch  indispensable  for  the  existence 
« Th.  X.     of  regular  government,  and  an  arrH  was  at  length  re- 
360,  ^.    gQived  on,  which  authorized  the  apprehension  of  the 
303.  Mign.  editors  of  eleven  journals,  and  the  immediate  suppres- 
sion of  their  publications.* 

This  bold  step  produced  an  immediate  ebuUition 
Their  oon-  amoug  the  democrats ;  but  it  was  confined  to  declama- 
tinued       i\0Ti&  and  threats,  without  any  hostile  measures.  .  The 
measures    tribuuc  rcsoundod  with  "  dictators,  the  fall  of  liberty, 
jSoobins.  *  and  all  the  other  overflowings  of  revolutionary  zeal  ; 
Sept  11.    }y^^  ^^  ^  sword  was  drawn.     The  three  resolute  Direc- 
tors, continuing  their  advantage,  succeeded  in  throwing 
out,  by  a  majority  of  246  to  171,  a  proposal  of  Jour-, 
dan  to  declare  the  country  in  danger,  which  was  sup- 
ported by  the  whole  force  of  the  Jacobin  party,  and 
soon  after  successfully  ventured  on  the  bold  step  of 
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dismissing  Bemadotte,  the  minister  a6  war,  whose  at-   chap. 
tachment  to  democratical  principles  w  well  known. ' 


AH  thoughts  were  already  turned  towards  a  military  1799, 
chief  capable  of  putting  an  end  to  the  distractions  of  s«pt.  17. 
the  Republic,  and  extricating  it  from  the  perilous  situ- 
ation in  which  it  was  placed,  from  the  continued  suc- 
cesses of  the  Allies.  ^^  We  must  have  done  with  de- 
claimers,"  said*  SiSyes ;  ^^*what  we  want  is  a  head  and 
a  sword.^^  But  where  to  find  that  sword  was  the  diffi- 
culty. Joubert  had  recently  been  killed  at  Novi; 
Moreau,  notwithstanding  his  consummate  military  ta^ 
lents,  was  known  not  to  possess  the  energy  and  moral 
resolution  requisite  for  the  task ;  M assena  was  famed 
only  as  a  skilful  soldier ;  while  Augereau  And  Bema- 
dotte,  both  furious  democrats,  had  openly  thrown 
themselves  into  the  arms  of  the  opposite  party.  In 
this  emergency,  all  eyes  were  already  turned  towards 
that  youthful  hero  who  had  hitherto  chained  victory 
to  his  standards,  and  whose  early  campaigns,  splendid 
as  they  were,  had  been  almost  thrown  into  the  shade 
by  the  romantic  marvels  of  his  Egyptian  expedition. 
The  Directory  had  already  assembled  an  immense 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  to  bring  back  the  army 
from  the  shores  of  the  Nile,  but  it  had  broken  up 
without  achieving  any  thing.  But  Lucien  and  Joseph 
Buonaparte  had  conveyed  to  Napoleon  full  intelligence 
of  the  disastrous  state  of  the  Republic,  and  it  was  by 
their  advice  that  he  resolved  to  brave  the  English 
cruisers  and  return  to  France.  The  public  mind  was 
already  in  that  uncertain  and  agitated  state  which  is  1  Th.  x. 
the  general  precursor  of  some  great  political  event  j^M^J- 
and  the  journals,  a  faithful  mirror  of  its  fleeting  ^^s.  Lac. 
changes,  were  filled  with  conjectures  as  to  the  future  30s.  oik. 
revolutions  he  was  to  achieve  in  the  world.^  ^'  ^*^'  ^^*' 


^ 
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CHAP.       In  truth,  it  was  high  time  that  some  military  hader 
^^^^^'  of  commaading  talents  should  seize  the  fadm,  to  safe 


1799.   the  sinking  fortunes  of  the  Repuhlic.    Never  since 
DepiortUe  the  commencem^it  of  the  war  had  its  prospects  been 
f^<»  At  ^^  glooi>^7i  ^^^  from  external  disaster  and  internal 
this  period,  oppression.     A  contemporary  republican  writer,  of  no 
conunon  talent,  has  drawn  the  following  graphic  pic- 
ture of  the  internal  state  of  France  al  this  period:— 
^^  Merit  was  generally  persecuted ;  all  men  of  honour 
chased  from  public  situations;  robbers  every  where 
assembled  in  their  infernal  caverns ;  the  wicked  in 
power ;  the  apologists  of  the  system  of  terror  thunder- 
ing in  the  tribune ;  spoliation  re-established  under  the 
name  of  forced  loans ;  assassination  prepared ;  thou- 
sands of  victims  already  designed,  under  the  name  of 
hostages ;  the  signal  for  pillage,  murder,  and  ccMiflar 
A^^'     gration,  anxiously  looked  for,  couched  in  the  words 
conioiftt    the  *  country  is  in  danger ;'  the  same  cries,  the  same 
^^^    shouts,  were  heard  in  the  clubs  as  in  1793  ;  the  same 
^^"^  executioners,  the  same  victims;   liberty,   propertj, 
X.  420.      could  no  longer  be  said  to  exist ;  the  citizens  had  no 
^.  *^'    security  for  their  lives — ^the  state  for  its  finances.^  All 
Europe  was  in  arms  against  us;  America  even  had 
declared  against  our  tyranny ;  our  armies  were  routed, 
our  conquests  lost,  the  territory  of  the  Republic  me- 
naced with  invasion.      Such  was  the  situation  of 
France  before  the  revolution  of  the  18th  Brumaire.'' 
And  such  is  the  picture  of  the  ultimate  ^ect  of  de- 
mocratic convulsions,  drawn  by  their  own  authors; 
such  the  miseries  whidi  compeUed  the  nation,  instead 
of  the  feeble  sceptre  of  Louis,  to  receive  the  dreaded 
sword  of  Napoleon ! 

The  despatches,  containing  the  account  of  ihe  ex* 
pedition  into  Syria,  and  of  the  marvellous  victories 
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of  Mont  Thabor  and  Aboukir,  arrived  at  this  time,   .chap. 
and  spread  far  and  wide  the  impression  that  the  con-  * [^ 


queror  of  Riyoli  was  the  destined  saviour  of  the  state,   ^799^ 
for  whom  all  classes  were  so  anxiously  looking.    His  Arrival  of 
iMuhe  was  in  every  mouth.   Where  is  he  ?   What  will  ][[*p^ 
he  do  ?    What  chance  is  there  that  he  will  avoid  the  •nd  uni- ' 
English  cruisers?  were  the  questions  universally  asked,  tibiuiam' 
Such  was  the  anxiety  of  the  public  mind  on  the  sub-  ^^^^ 
ject,  that  rumour  had  twice  outstripped  the  hopes  of 
his  friends,  and  announced  his  arrival ;  and  when  at 
length  Uie  telegraph  gave  the  official  intelligence  that 
he  had  arrived  at  Frejus,  the  public  trapsports  knew 
no  bounds.    When  the  people  at  Frejus  heard  that 
the  conqueror  of  Egypt  was  on  the  coast,  their  enthu-    . 
siasm  broke  through  all  the  restraints  of  govprnmenL 
The  laws  of  quarantine  were  in  a  moment  forgotten. 
A  multitude,  intoxicated  with  joy  and  hope,  seized  the  - 
first  boats,  and  rushed  on  board  the  vessels.   Napoleon, 
amidst  universal  acclamations,  landed  and  immediate- 
ly set  out  for  Paris.     The  telegraph,  with  the  rapi- 
dity of  the  winds,  announced  his  arrival,  and  the  im- 
portant intelligence  speedily  spread  over  the  capital. 
The  entrance  was  universal,  the  joy  unanimous.     All 
wishes  had  been  turned  towards  a  hero  who  could  re- 
store peace  to  desolated  France,  and  here  he  was, 
<lropt  from  the  clouds  :  a  fortunate  soldier  presented 
himself,  who  had  caused  the  French  standards  to  float 
on  the  Capitol  and  the  Pyramids ;  in  whom  all  the 
world  recognised  both  civil  and  military  talents  of  the 
very  highest  order.     His  proclamations,  his  negotia- 
tions, his  treaties,  bore  testimony  to  the  first ;  his 
lustonishing  victories  afforded  irrefragable  evidence  of 
the  second.      80  rare  a  combination  might  suggest 
Blarm  to  the  friends  of  liberty,  were  it  not  that  his 
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€HAP.   well-known  principles  and  disinterestedness  precluded 
^ '^  the  idea  that  he  would  employ  the  dictatorship  to  any 


1799.    other  end  than  the  public  good  and  the  termination  of 
the  misfortunes  of  the  country.     Discourses  of  this 
sort,  in  every  mouth,  threw  the  public  into  transp<}rts, 
so  much  the  more  entrancing  as  they  succeeded  a  long 
period  of  disaster;  the  joyful  intelligence  was  an- 
nounced, amidst  thunders  of  applause,   at  all  the 
1  Boor.  ill.  theatres  ;  patriotic  songs  again  sent  forth  their  heart- 
Th.  z.'489,  stirring  strains  from  the  orchestra ;  and  more  than  one 
f  56  m^  enthusiast  expired  of  joy  at  the  advent  of  the  hero  who 
ii.  449.      was  to  terminate  the  difficulties  of  the  Republic^ 

The  conqueror  was  greeted  with  the  most  enthn- 
Hifl  jour-    siastic  reccptiou  the  whole  way  from  Frejus  to  Paris. 
«Sv!a  at   -^^  ^^^»  Avignon,  Vienne,  and  Lyons,  the  people 
Parig.        came  forth  in  crowds  to  meet  him ;  his  journey  re^ 
sembled  a  continual  triumph.    The  few  bells  which  the 
Revolution  had  left  in  the  churches  were  rung  on  bis 
approach ;  his  course  at  night  marked  by  the  bonfires 
Oct.  16.     on  all  the  eminences.     On  the  16th  of  October  he  ar- 
rived unexpectedly  at  Paris;  his  wife  and  brothers, 
mistaking  his  route,  had  gone  out  to  meet  him  by  an- 
other road.     Two  hours  after  his  arrival  he  waited  on 
the  Directory ;  the  soldiers  at  the  gate  of  the  palace, 
who  had  served  under  him  at  Areola,  recognised  bis 
figure,  and  loud  cries  of  Vive  Bonaparte  !  announced 
to  the  govemmlent  that  the  dreaded  conmiander  had 
Oct  17.     arrived.     He  was  received  by  Oohier,  and  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  he  should  be  presented  in  public  on  the 
following  day.     His  reception  then  was,  to  external 
fl  Bo^p  m^  appearance,  flattering,  and  splendid  encomiums  were 
38,  .30.       pronounced  on  the  victories  of  the  Pyramids,  of  Mont 
Nap.  i.  65,*  Thabor,  and  Aboukir  f  but  mutual  distrust  prevailed 
L^io?!^'^.  ^^  ^^^  sides,  and  a  vague  disquietude  already  pervaded 
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tlie  Directory  at  the  appearance  of  the  renowned  con-    ohap. 

qneror,  who  at  so  critical  a  moment  had  presented  ^ [^ 

himself  in  the  capital.  1799. 

Though  convinced  that  the  moment  he  had  so  long 
looked  for  had  arrived,  and  resolved  to   seize  the  B«oeptioii 
supreme  authority,  Napoleon  landed  in  France  with- theniMc 
out  any  fixed  project  for  carrying  his  design  into  exe-J^'^^ 
cution.     The  enthusiasm,  however,   with  which  he  their  go- 
had  been  received  in  the  course  of  his  journey  to  Paris^  cerumen 
and  the  intelligence  which  he  there  obtained  of  the 
state  of  the  country,  made  him  at  once  determine  on 
the  attempt.     The  circumstances  of  the  time  were 
singularly  favourable  for  such  a  design.     None  of  the 
•Directory  were  possessed  of  any  personal  consideration 
except  SiSyes,  and  he  had  long  revolved  in  his  mind 
the  project  of  substituting,  for  the  weak  and  oppres- 
sive government  which  was  now  desolating  France, 
the  firm  hand  of  a  vigorous  and  able  military  leader. 
Even  so  &r  back  as  the  revolt  of  the  sections  on  the 
13th  Vend6miaire  (lOth  Nov.  1796),  he  had  testified 
his  opinion  of  the  weakness  of  his  colleagues  to  Na- 
poleon.    At  the  most  critical  moment  of  the  day, 
when  the  Committee  of  Government  had  lost  their 
heads,  Sieyes  approached  Napoleon,  and,  taking  him 
into  the  embrasure  of  a  window,  said,  "  You  see  how 
it  is,  general ;  they  are  haranguing  when  the  moment 
for  action  has  arrived ;  large  bodies  are  unfit  for  the 
lead  of  armies,  they  never  know  the  value  of  time. 
*  You  can  be  of  no  use  here.     Go,  general,  take  counsel 
only  of  your  own  genius,  and  the  dangers  of  the  coun- 
try ;  the  sole  hope  of  the  Repubhc  is  in  you."    These « Nap.  u 
words  were  not  lost  on  Napoleon ;  they  pointed  him  jl^^^ 
out  as  the  fit  associate  in  his  designs;  and  to  these 392, 383. 
were  soon  added  M.  Talleyrand,^  who  was  too  clear- aa.'"'    ' 
sighted  not  to  perceive  that  the  only  chaAce  of  safety 
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CHAP,   was  iu  the  authority  of  a  dictator,  aad  who  had  also 
'^  private  grievances  of  his  own  to  induce  him  to  deare 


1709«    *^6  overthrow  of  the  government. 

Indeed,  so  general  was  the  impression  at  that  period 

PreriouM    of  the  impossibility  of  continuing  the  government  of 

of^T^    France  under  the  Republican  form,  that,  previoos  to 

^^JJ'^^Jjr^  Napoleon's  arrival,  various  projects  had  been  not  only 

XVIII.     set  on  foot,  but  were  far  advanced,  for  the  restoration 

of  monarchical  authority.    The  brothers  of  Napoleon, 

Joseph  and  Lucien,  were  deeply  implicated  in  these 

intrigues.    The  Abbe  SiSyes  at  one  time  thought  of 

>  Boar.  UL  placing  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  on  the  throne  ;  Barraa 

J^  ^^^|[  was  not  averse  to  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  and 

de  u  Re-    negotiations  were  on  foot  with  Louis  XV III.  for  that 

i.  199.    '  purpose.^    They  had  even  gone  so  far,  that  the  terms 

*  atp»-     of  the  Director  were  fixed  for  playing  the  part  of  6e- 

figoe,  met.  nei^  Monk ;  twelve  millions  of  livres  were  to  have 

■taantioD,  bcon  his  reward,  besides  two  millions  to  divide  amom 

Nai».i.6e.'^B  associates.'    But  in  the  midst  of  these  intrigues, 

Joseph  and  Lucien  Bonaparte  were  in  a  more  effectoal 

way  advancing  their  brother^s  interests,  by  inducing 

the  leaders  of  the  army  to  co-operate  in  his  elevation  : 

they  had  already  engaged  Macdonald,  Leclerc,  Le- 

febvre,  Augereau,  and  Jourdan,  to  favour  his  enter- 

•Th.z.     prise;  but  Moreau  hung  back,  and  all  their  efforts 

*J*^^^J'' had  failed  in  engaging  Bemadotte,  whose  republican 

'  principles  were  proof  against  their  seductions.' 

.  No  sooner  had  Napoleon  arrived  at  his  unassuming 

Junction  of  dwclliug  lu  the  Kuo  Chantercine,  than  the  whole  gene- 

eunt^t8%f  i^  who  had  been  sounded  hastened  to  pay  their  court 

au  puties  ^  ii^QQ  m^^  yg^[^]^  them  all  who  had  been  dismissed  or 

to  support  ' 

Napoleon,  couceivcd  themselvcs  ill-used  by  the  Directory.  His 
saloon  soon  resismbled  rather  the  court  of  a  monarch 
than  the  rendez[vous  of  the  friends  of  any  private  in- 
dividual, how  eminent  soever.  Besides  Lannes,  Murat, 
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and  Berthier,  who  had  shared  his  fortones  in  Egypt,    ohap. 

and  were  warmly  attached  to  him,  there  were  now  as- 

sembled  Jourdan,  Aogereau,  Macdonald,  Boumonville,  1799, 
Leclerc,  Lefebvre,  and  Marbot,  who,  notwithstanding 
their  many  differences  of  opinion  on  other  subjects,  had 
been  induced,  by  the  desperate  state  of.  the  Republic,  to 
concur  in  offering  the  military  dictatorship  to  Napoleon; 
and  although  Moreau  at  first  appeared  undecided,  he 
was  at  length  won  by  the  address  of  his  great  rival, 
who  made  the  first  advances,  and  affected  to  consult 
him  on  his  future  designs.  In  addition  to  this  illus- 
trions  band  of  military  chiefs,  many  of  the  most  influ- 
ential members  of  the  legislature  were  also  disposed 
to  favour  the  enterprise.  Roederer,  the  old  leader  in 
the  municipality ;  Regnault  St  Angely,  long  known 
and  respected  for  his  indomitable  firmness  in  the  most 
trying  scenes  of  the  Revolution,  and  a  great  number 
of  the  leading  deputies  in  both  Chambers,  had  paid 
their  court  to  him  on  his  arrival.  Nor  were  official 
functionaries,  and  even  the  members  of  the  adminis- 
tration, wanting.  SiSyes  and  Roger  Ducos,  the  two 
Directors  who  chiefly  superintended  the  civil  concerns, 
and  Moulins,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  military  de- 
partment of  the  Republic,  Cambac6r^s,  the  minister 
of  justice,  Fouch^,  the  head  of  the  police,  and  Real, 
a  commissary  in  the  department  of  the  Seine,  an  ac- 
tive and  intriguing  partizan,  were  assiduous  in  their 
attendance.  Eight  days  had  hardly  elapsed,  and  al- 
ready the  direction  of  government  seemed  to  be  insen- 
sibly gliding  into  his  hands.  The  ideas  of  these  dif- 
ferent persons,  however,  were  far  from  being  unani- 
mous as  to  the  course  which  should  be  adopted.  The 
RepubUcan  generals  offered  Napoleon  a  military  dic- 
tatorship, and  agreed  to  support  him  with  all  their 
power,  provided  he  would  maintain  the  principles  of 
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CHAP,   the  Riding-school  Club.     SiSjes,  Talleyraad^  Roger 
]^  Ducos,  and  Regnier,  proposed  to  place  bim  simply  at 


1799.  ^^^  hesd  of  affairs,  and  change  the  constitution,  which 
*  Th.  X.  experience  bad  proved  to  be  so  miserably  defective ; 
437!  *Nap.  ^^^^^  th®  Directors  Barras  and  Gobier  vainly  endear 
i.  64, 65,  Youred  to  rid  themselves  of  so  dangerous  a  rival,  by 
i.  31 1, 318,  offering  and  anxiously  pressing  upon  bim  the  command 
^^^-         of  the  armies,^ 

In  the  midst  of  tbis  flattering  adulation,  tbe  conduct 
Pjrofoond  of  Napolcou  was  influenced  by  that  profound  know- 
^n  oftb  l^ge  of  human  nature  and  tborough  dissimukdon, 
conduct,  which  formed  such  striking  features  of  bis  character. 
Affecting*  to  withdraw  from  tbe  eager  gaze  of  tbe  mul- 
titude, be  seldom  showed  himself  in  public ;  and  then 
only  in  tbe  costume  of  tbe  National  Institute,  or  in  a 
grey  surtout,  with  a  Turkish  sabre  suspended  by  a  silk 
ribbon ;  a  dress  which,  under  seeming  simpUcity,  re- 
vealed  the  secret  pride  of  the  conquwor  of  the  Pyra- 
mids. He  postponed  from  day  to  day  the  numerbos 
visits  of  distinguished  individuals  who  sougbt  the  hon- 
our  of  being  presented  to  him ;  and,  when  he  went  to 
tbe  theatre,  frequented  only  a  concealed  box,  as  if  to 
avoid  the  thunders  of  applause  which  always  attended 
bis  being  recognised.  When  obliged  to  accept  an  m^ 
vitation  to  a  sumptuous  repast,  given  in  bis  honour 
by  the  minister  of  justice,  be  requested  that  tbe  lead- 
ing lawyers  might  be  invited ;  and  selecting  M.  Tron- 
chet,  tbe  eloquent  defender  of  Louis  XV I.,  conversed 
long  with  bim  and  Treilbard  on  tbe  want  of  a  simple 
code  of  criminal  and  civil  jurisprudence,  wbicb  might 
be  adapted  to  tbe  intelligence  of  tbe  age^  To  private 
dinners  in  bis  own  bouse,  be  invited  only  the  learned 
men  of  tbe  Institute,  and  cwiversed  with  them  entirely 
on  scientific  subjects ;  if  he  spoke  on  politics  at  all,  it 
was  only  to  express  bis  profound  regret  at  tbe  misfor- 
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tunes  of  France.    In  vain  the  Directors  exajrjrerated   chap. 

to  him  the  successes  of  Massaia  in  Switzerland,  and 

Brune  in  Holland ;  he  appeared  inconsolahle  for  the  1799. 
loss  of  Italy,  and  seemed  to  consider  every  success  of  ^^•^  ^• 
no  moment  till  that  gem  was  restored  to  the  coronet  lm.  zw. 
of  the  Repuhlic.  ^  4^7^ 

Napoleon^s  first  attempt  was  to  engage  in  his  inte- 
rest Gohier,  the  president  of  the  Directory,  and  Mou-  His  efforu 
lins,  who  were  hoth  strongly  attached  to  the  K.®P^^m^^^ 
lican  side ;  and,  with  this  view,  he  not  only  paid  them  Mooiins, 
in  private  the  greatest  attention,  hut  actually  proposed^ 
to  them  that  he  should  be  taken  into  the  government 
instead  of  SiSyes,  though  below  the  age  of  forty,  which 
the  constitution  required  for  that  elevated  function. 
'^  Take  care,^'  said  he,  ^^  of  that  cunning  priest  SiSyes ; 
it  is  his  connexion  with  Prussia,  the  very  thing  which 
should  have  excluded  him  from  it,  which  has  raised 
him  to  the  Directory ;  unless  you  take  care,  he  will 
sell  you  to  the  coalesced  powers.  It  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  get  quit  of  him.  It  is  true,  I  am  below  the 
le^  age  required  by  the  constitution ;  but  in  the  pur- 
suit of  forms  we  must  not  forget  realities.  Those  who 
framed  the  constitution  did  not  recollect  that  the  mar 
turity  of  judgment  produced  by  the  Revolution  is  often 
far  more  essential  than  the  maturity  of  age,  which  in 
many  is  much  less  material.  Ambition  has  no  share 
in  liiese  observations;  they  are  dictated  alone  by 
the  fears  which  so  dangerous  an  election  could  not 
fail  to  inspire  in  all  the  friends  of  real  freedom.^' 
Gohier  and  Moulins,  however,  agreed  in  thinking  that 
the  Republic  had  more  to  fear  from  the  young  general 
than  the  old  metaphysician;  and  therefore  replied, 
that  though.,'  if  of  the  legal  age,  he  would  doubtless ^^^-^Jj 
have  secured  all  suffrages,  yet  nothing  in  their  estima- 
tion could  counterbalance  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
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CHAP,   tion,  and  that  the  true  careidr  which  lay  before  him 
^^^^''  was  the  command  of  the  armies.* 


1799.  Meanwhile  all  Europe  was  resounding  with  the 

^^^^  return  of  Napoleon,  and  speculation  with  its  thoii- 

hesitation,  saud  tougues  was  every  where  busied,  in  aaticipadng 

lengtii  the  changes  which  he  was  to  effect  in  the  fate  of 

revives  Frauco  aud  of  the  world.     "  What  will  Buonaparte 

to  join  * 

Bi^jflt.  .do  ?  Is  he  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  Cromwell,  or 
Monk,  or  Washington  ?  What  change  is  he  likely  to 
make  in  the  fate  of  the  war^^  were  the  questions 
asked  from  one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other.  But  the 
general  himself  was  for  a  short  time  undecided  as  to 
the  course  which  he  should  pursue.  To  avail  himseif 
of  the  support  of  the  Jacobins  and  the  Ridiug-sdiool 
Club  seemed  the  plan  most  likely  to  disarm  all  oppo- 
sition, because  they  were  the  only  effident  or  energetic 
body  in  the  state ;  but  he  well  knew  that  the  Jacobins 
were  jealous  of  every  leader,  and  were  at  once  exclu- 
sive and  violent  in  their  passions ;  and  to  make  use  of 
them  for  his  own  elevation,  and  immediately  break 
the  alliance  and  persiecute  them,  would  be  a  danger- 
ous course.  SiSyes,  on  the  other  hand,  was  at  the  head 
of  a  numerous  body  of  leading  men  in  the  Chambers. 
His  character  precluded  him  from  becoming  an  object 
of  jealousy  to  the  dictator ;.  and  although  many  of  his 
party  were  firm  Republicans,  they  were  not  of  such 
an  impetuous  and  energetic  kind  as  to  be  incapable  of 
employment  under  a  regular  government,  after  the 
struggle  was  over ;  and,  besides,  their  strife  with  the 

*  At  this  period,  Sieyes's  indignation  at  Ni^leon  knew  no  bcmnds. 
**  Instead/'  said  he,  "  of  lamenting  his  inactivitj,  let  us  rather  congra- 
tnlate  ourselves  upon  it;  far  from  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  a  man 
whose  intentions  are  so  suspicious ;  far  from  giving  him  a  fresh  tbestre 
of  glory,  let  us  cease  to  occupy  ourselves  more  about  his  ooncenu,  and 
endeavour,  if  possible,  to  cause  him  to  be  forgot." — Qohisb,  i.  216. 
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Ridinir-Bchool  Club  was  too  recent  to  reader  any    chap. 
coalition  between  such  opposite  bodies  the  subject  of  ' 


apprehension.    Influenced   by  these    considerations,    J799. 
Napoleon  resolved  to  attach  himself  to  Sieves  and  his  *  Nap.  l 
party,  and  enter  into  none  of  the  projects  of  the  Jaco*  Th.  z.'4aa, 
bins.^    Though  political  considerations,  however,  led^J^"*^ 
to  this  alliance,  there  were  no  two  men  in  France  who  38,  ei,  es, 
bated  each  other  more  cordially  than  Napoleon  and  ' 

Si^yes.  They  had  lately  met  at  dinner  at  the  Direc* 
tor  Gohier^s;  the  former,  though  he  had  made  the* 
first  advances  to  Moreau,  thought  it  unworthy  of  him 
to  do  the  same  to  the  veteran  of  the  Revolution,  and 
the  day  passed  over  without  their  addressing  each  other. 
They  separated  mutually  exasperated.  ^^  Did  you  see 
that  little  insolent  fellow  ?"  said  Sifeyes ;  **  he  would 
not  ev^Di  condescend  to  notice  a  member  of  the  govern- 
ment, who,  if  they  had  done  right,  would  have  caused 
him  to  be  shot."—"  What  on  earth,"  said  Napofeon, 
^^  could  have  made  them  put  that  priest  in  the  Direc- 
tory? He  is  sold  to  Prussia,  and  unless  you  take 
care,  he  will  deliver  you  up  to  that  power."  Yet 
these  men,  stimulated  by  ambition,  acted  cordially  to- 
gether in  the  Revolution  which  so  soon  approached. 
Such  is  the  friendship  of  politicians ! 

On  the  30th  October,  Napoleon  dined  with  Bamus. 
^*  The  Republic  is  perishing,"  said  the  Director ; 
*^ nothing  can  be  in  a  more  miserable  state;  the 
government  is  destitute  of  all  force. .  We  must  have 
a  change,  and  name  HedouviUe  President  of  the 
Republic.  Your  intention^  you  know,  is  to  put  your- 
self at  the  head  of  the  army.  As  for  me,  I  am  ill, 
my  popularity  is  gone,  and  I  am  fit  only  for  private 
life."  Napoleon  looked  at  him  steadily,  without  Meuare* 
making  any  answer.     Barras  cast  down  his  eyes,  and  ^"^ 

VOL.  III.  3  B 
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CHAP,   remained  silent :  they  had  divined  each  other.     He- 
^  douville  was  a  man  of  no  sort  of  celebrity ;  his  name 


1799,    had  been  used  merely  as  a  cover  to  the  searching 
question.     The  conversation  here  dropped;  but  Na- 
poleon saw  that  the  time  for  action  had  arrived,  and 
a  few  minutes  after  he  called  on  SiSyes,  and  agreed  to 
make  the  change  between  the  15th  and  20th  Bra- 
maire  (6th  to  11th  November).     On  returning  home, 
he  recounted  to  Talleyrand,  Fouch^,  and  others,  what 
had  passed ;  they  communicated  it  during  the  night 
to  Barras,  and  at  eight  the  following  morning  the 
Director  was  at  his  bedside,  protesting  his  devotion, 
and  that  he  alone  could  save  the  Republic ;  but  Nar 
'  Nap.  i.     poleon  declined  bis  open  assistance,  and  turned  the 
x?448  ^9  conversation  to  the  diflterence  between  the  humid  cli- 
Lac.  xiv.    mate  of  Paris  and  the  burninff  sands  of  Arabia.^ 

Notwithstanding  his  utmost  efforts,  however,  Napo- 
He  tries  leou  was  uuable  to  make  any  impression  on  Bema- 
^dl^ju  dotte.  That  general,  partly  from  republican  prind- 
nadotte.  pj^g^  partly  from  jealousy,  resisted  all  his  advances. 
*'  You  have  seen,"  said  he  to  Bourrienne,  "  the  en- 
thusiasm with  which  I  was  received  in  France,  and 
how  evidently  it  springs  from  the  genei'al  desire  to 
escape  out  of  a  disastrous  predicament.  Well!  I 
have  just  seen  Bemadotte,  who  boasts,  with  a  ridicu- 
lous exaggeration,  of  the  great  successes  of  the  Re- 
public; he  spoke  of  the  Russians  beat,  and  Gknoa 
saved ;  of  the  innumerable  armies  which  were  about 
to  be  raised.  He  even  reproached  me  with  not  having 
brought  back  my  soldiers  from  Egypt. — '  What !'  I 
answered,  ^  you  tell  me  that  you  are  overflowing  with 
troops,  that  two  hundred  thousand  infantry,  and  forty 
thousand  cavalry,  will  soon  be  on  foot  If  that  is  so, 
to  what  purpose  should  I  have  brought  bade  the  re- 
mains of  my  army  ?^     He  then  changed  his  tone,  he 
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confessed  that  lie  thought  us  all  lost     He  spoke  of  ex*    chap. 

temal  enemies,  of  internal  enemies,  and  at  that  word  he 

looked  steadily  in  my  face.  I  also  gave  him  a  glance ;  X799, 
— ^but  patience,  the  pear  will  soon  be  ripe."  Soon 
after,  Napoleon  expressed  himself  with  his  wonted 
vehemence  against  the  agitation  which  reigned  among 
the  Jacobins,  and  of  which  the  Riding-school  hall  was 
the  centre.  "  Your  own  brothers,"  replied  Berna- 
dotte,  ^^  were  its  principal  founders,  and  yet  you  ac- 
cuse me  of  having  favoured  that  club  :  it  is  to  the  in- 
structions of  some  one,  /  know  not  who,  that  we  are 
to  ascribe  the  agitation  that  now  prevails."  At  these 
words  Napoleon  could  no  longer  contain  himself. 
"  True,  general,"  he  replied  with  the  utmost  vehe- 
mence, ^^  and  I  would  rather  live  in  the  woods  than 
in  a  society  which  presents  no  security  against  vio- 
lence." Their  conversation  only  augmented  the  breach,  *  Boup.  m. 
and  soon  after  they  separated  in  sullen  discontent.^         ' 

Though  a  few  of  the  military,  however,  held  out, 
the  great  proportion  of  them  were  gained.  Berthier,  Pwgrwa 
Lannes,  and  Murat,  were  daily  making  converts  of  spixacj. 
such  as  were  backward  in  sending  in  their  adhesion. 
The  officers  of  the  garrison,  headed  by  Moreau,  de- 
manded that  they  should  be  presented  to  Napoleon. 
The  forty  adjutants  of  the  national  guard  of  Paris 
made  the  same  request;  his  brothers,  Lucien  and 
Joseph,  daily  augmented  his  party  in  the  Councils ; 
the  8th  and  9th  regiments  of  dragoons,  who  had  served 
under  him  in  Italy,  with  the  21st  chasseurs,  who  had 
been  organized  by  him,  were  devoted  to  his  service. 
Moreau  said,  ^^  He  did  not  wish  to  be  engaged  in  any 
intrigues,  but  that,  when  the  moment  for  action  arrived, 
he  would  be  found  at  his  post."*     The  people  of 

*  An  interesting  conversation  took  place  between  Napoleon  and 
Moreau  when  they  met,  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives,  at  a'  dinner 
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CHAP.   Paris,  who  awaited  in  auxious  expectatioii  the  on- 
I  folding  of  the  plot,  could  no  longer  conceal  their 


1799.    impatience.     "  Fifteen  days  have  elapsed,^^  said  they, 

'^  and  nothing  has  been  done.     Is  ho  to  leave  us,  as  he 

did  on  his  return  from  Italy,  and  let  the  Repubhc 

1  Th.  z.     perish  in  the  agony  of  the  factions  who  dispute  its  re* 

S^L  71,  mains  ?"    Every  thing  announced  the  approach  of  the 

^**  decisive  moment."^ 

By  the  able  and  indefatigable  efforts  of  Luciea 
Nov.  6.      Buonaparte,  a  banquet,  at  which  he  himself  was  pre- 
quet  At  the  sideut,  was  given  at  the  Council  of  the  Ancients,  in 
SSd^tfc  *  ^o^o^r  of  Napoleon.     It  passed  off  with  sombre  tran- 
quillity.    Every  one  spoke  in  a  whisper,  anxiety  was 
depicted  on  every  face,  a  suppressed  agitation  was 
visible  even  in  the  midst  of  apparent  quiet.     His  own 
countenance  was  disturbed ;  his  absent  and  preoccu- 
pied air  sufficiently  indicated  that  some  great  project 
was  at  hand.     He  rose  soon  from  table,  and  left  the 

m 

party  at  Grohier's.  VIThen  first  introduced,  tliey  looked  at  each  other  a 
moment  without  speaking.  Napoleon  was  the  first  to  break  silence,  and 
testify  to  Moreau  the  desire  which  he  had  long  felt  to  make  his  ac- 
quaintance. *'  You  have  returned  Tictorious  from  Bgypt,"  replied  Moreav, 
'*  and  I  from  Italy  alter  a  great  defeat  It  was  the  month  which  Ids 
marriage  induced  Joubert  to  spend  at  Paris  which  caused  our  disasters, 
by  giving  the  Allies  time  to  reduce  Mantua,  and  bring  up  the  force  which 
besieged  it  to  take  a  part  in  the  action.  It  is  always  the  greater  number 
which  defeats  the  less." — '<True/'  replied  Napoleon^  'Mt  is  always 
the  greater  number  which  beats  the  less." — ''  And  yet^"  said  Gohier, 
'^  with  small  armies  you  have  frequently  defeated  large  ones/'—-"  Eren 
then/'  rejoined  he,  "  it  was  always  the  inferior  force  which  was  defeated 
by  the  superior.  When  with  a  small  body  of  men  I  was  in  presence 
of  a  larg^  one,  collecting  my  little  band,  I  fell  like  lightning  on  one  of 
the  wings  of  the  enemy  and  defeated  it ;  profiting  by  the  disorder  which 
such  an  event  never  failed  to  occasion  in  their  whole  line,  I  repeated  the 
attack  with  similar  success,  in  another  quarter,  still  with  my  whole 
force.  I  thus  beat  it  in  detail ;  and  the  general  victory,  which  was  the 
result,  was  still  an  example  of  the  truth  of  the  principle,  that  the  greater 
force  defeats  the  lesser." — See  Oohier,  L  203,  204.  Two  days  after, 
Napoleon  made  Moreau  a  present  of  a  dagger  set  with  diamonds,  worth 
10,000  francs. — Moniteur,  1799,  p.  178. 
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party,  which,  although  gloomy,  had  atiswered  the  ob-    ghaf. 

ject  in  view,  which  was  to  bring  together  six  hundred 1 

persons  of  various  political  principles,  and  thus  en-    1709. 
gage  them  to  act  in  unison  in  any  common  enterprise. 
It  was  on  that  night  that  the  arrangements  for  the 
conspiracy  were  finally  made  between  SiSyes  and  Na* 
poleon.     It  was  agreed  that  the  government  should 
be  overturned ;  that,  instead  of  the  five  directors,  three 
consuls  should  be  appointed,  charged  with  a  dictatorial 
power  which  was  to  last  for  three  months ;  that  Na- 
poleon, SiSyes,  and  Roger  Duces,  should  fill  these  ex- 
alted stations ;  and  that  the  Council  of  the  Ancients 
should  pass  a  decree  on  the  18th  Brumaire  (9th  Nov.), 
at  seven  in  the  morning,  transferring  the  legislative  i  Boar.  m. 
body  to  St  Cloud,  and  appointing  Napoleon  commander  ^^^;  j^^ 
of  the  guard  of  the  legislature,  of  the  garrison   ofNap.i.  73. 
Paris,  and  the  national  guard.     On  the  19th,  the  de-  46o^*  rk. 
cisive  event  was  to  take  place.'  x.  452, 455. 

During  the  three  critical  days  which  followed,  the 
secret,  though  known  to  a  greiEtt  number  of  persons,  PreiMr». 
was  faithfully  kept.     The  preparations,  both  civil  and^^p^*^** 
military,  went  on  without  interruption.     Orders  were  *<>«  in  the 
given  to  the  regiments,  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  of  the 
which  could  be  relied  on,  to  parade  in  the  streets  of  ^«^«"*^ 
Chantereine  and  Mont  Blanc,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  18th.     Moreau,  Lefebvre,  and  all  the 
generals,  were  summoned  to  attend  at  the  same  hour, 
with  the  forty  adjutants  of  the  national  guard.  Mean- 
while the  secret  council  of  the  Ancients  laboured,  with 
shut  doors  and  closed  windows,  to  prepare  the  decree 
which  was  to  pass  at  seven  in  the  morning ;  and  as  it 
forbade  all  discussion,  and  the  Council  of  Five  Hun- 1  xh.  x. 
dred  were  only  summoned  to  meet  at  eleven,  it  was  ^'.t*  73, 
hoped  the  decree  would  pass  at  once,*  not  only  with-  7*' 
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CHAP,   out  any  opposition,  but  before  its  opponents  could  be 
^^^'  awaxe  of  its  existence. 


1799.        Meanwbile  Napoleon,  in  fais  secret  intercourse  with 
Efforts  of  the  different  leaders,  was  indefatigable  in  bis  endea- 
idS*!ai'*    ^^^^^  to  disarm  all  opposition.     Master  of  the  most 
pftrties.      profound  dissimulation,  he  declared  himself,  to  the 
chiefs  of  the  different  parties,  penetrated  with  the 
ideas  which  he  was  aware  would  be  most  acceptable 
to  their  minds.     To  one  he  protested  that  he  certainly 
did  desire  to  play  the  part  of  Washington,  but  only  in 
conjunction  with  SiSyes  :  the  proudest  day  of  his  life 
would  be  that  when  he  retired  from  power ;  to  another, 
that  the  part  of  Cromwell  appeared  to  him  ignoble, 
because  it  was  that  of  an  impostor.     To  the  friends  of 
SiSyes  he  professed  himself  impressed  with  the  most 
profound  respect  for  that  mighty  intellect  before  which 
the  genius  of  Mirabeau  had  prostrated  itself ;  that,  for 
his  own  part,  he  could  only  head  the  armies,  and  leave 
to  others  the  formation  of  the  constitution.     To  all 
the  Jacobins  who  approached  him  he  spoke  of  the  ex- 
tinction of  liberty,  the  tyranny  of  the  Directory,  and 
^  Th.  X.     used  terms  which  sufficiently  recalled  his  famous  pro- 
tdY^^  clamation  which  had  given  the  first  impulse  to  the 
409-         Revolution  of  the  18th  Fructidor.^*     In  public  he 

*  At  a  BiiuJl  dinner  party,  given  bj  Napoleon  at  thia  time^  where  the 
Director  Gohier  was  present,  the  conyersation  turned  on  the  torquois 
used  by  the  Orientals  to  clasp  their  turbans.  Bising  from  his  chair, 
Napoleon  took  out  of  a  private  drawer  two  brooches,  richly  set  with 
those  jewels,  one  of  which  he  gave  to  GK>hier,  the  other  to  Desaix.  ^It 
is  a  little  toy,''  said  he,  *'  which  we  B^fmblicani  may  give  and  receiye 
without  impropriety." 

Soon  after,  the  conversation  turned  on  the  prospect  of  an  approaehing 
pacification.  "  Do  you  really,"  said  Napoleon,  '*  advocate  a  genersl 
peace  1  You  are  wrong,  president ;  a  Bepublic  should  never  make  hat 
partial  a^eeammadaHons ;  it  should  always  eontriw  to  have  wme  irar  <m 
hand  to  kffp  alive  the  military  i^nV— Qobibb,  i.  214,  816. 
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announced  a  review  of  the  troops  on  the  morning  of   chap. 

the  18th  Bmmaire,  after  which  he  was  set  off  to  take 

the  command  of  the  army  on  the  frontier.  1799, 

All  the  proposed  arrangements  were  made  with  the  The  isth 
utmost  precision.  By  daybreak  on  the  18th  Brumaire  n^^'*' 
(9th  Nov.)  the  boulevards  were  filled  with  a  nume- 
rous and  splendid  cavalry,  and  all  the  officers  in  and 
around  Paris  repaired,  in  full  dress,  to  the  Rue  Chan- 
tereine-  The  Deputies  of  the  Ancients,  who  were  not 
in  the  secret,  assembled,  with  surprise  at  the  unwonted 
hour,  in  their  place  of  meeting,  and  already  the  con- 
spirators were  there  in  sufficient  strength  to  give 
them  the  majority.  The  president  of  the  commission 
charged  with  watching  over  the  safety  of  the  legisla- 
tive body,  opened  the  proceedings ;  he  drew,  in  ener- 
getic and  gloomy  colours,  a  picture  of  the  dangers  of 
the  Republic,  and  especially  of  the  perils  which  me- 
naced their  own  body,  from  the  efforts  of  the  anar- 
chists. "The  Republic,"  said  he,  "is  menaced  at 
once  by  the  anarchists  and  the  enemy ;  we  must  in- 
stantly take  measures  for  the  public  safety.  We  may 
reckon  on  the  support  of  General  Buonaparte;  it  is  un- 
der the  shadow  of  his  protecting  arm  that  the  Councils 
must  deliberate  on  the  measures  required  by  the  in- 
terests of  the  Republic."  The  uninitiated  members 
were  startled,  and  a  considerable  agitation  prevailed 
in  the  assembly ;  but  the  majority  were  instant  and 
pressing,  and  at  eight  o^clock  the  decree  was  passed, 
after  a  warm  opposition,  transferring  the  seat  of  the 
legislative  body  to  St  Cloud,  appointing  them  to  meet 
there  on  the  following  day  at  noon,  charging  Napo- 
leon with  the  execution  of  the  decree,  authorizing  him 
to  take  all  the  measures  necessary  for  its  due  perform- 
ance, and  appointing  him  to  the  command  of  the  gar* 
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OHAP.   riBon  of  Paris,  the  national  guard,  the  troops  of  the 
^^^^''  line  in  the  military  divisions  in  which  it  stood,  and  the 


1799.  guvd  of  the  two  Councils.  This  extraordinary  decree 
^  Nap.  i.  ^as  ordered  to  he  instantly  placarded  on  the  walls  of 
j[^^^^  Paris,  dispatched  to  all  the  authorities,  and  obeyed  by 
411,412.    aU  the  citizens.^ 

Napoleon  was  in  his  own  house  in  the  Rue  Chan- 
Meeting  of  tcreino  when  the  messenger  of  state  arrived  :  his  levee 
wtwTj?^  resembled  rather  the  court  of  a  powerful  sovereign 
cSLS!  *^^^  *^®  dwelling  of  a  general  about  to  undertake  a 
reine.  perilous  enterprise.  No  sooner  was  the  decree  re- 
ceived, than  he  opened  the  doors,  and,  advancing  to 
the  portico,  read  it  aloud  to  the  brilliant  assemblage, 
and  asked  if  he  might  rely  on  their  support  ?  They  aU 
answered  with  enthusiasm  in  the  affirmative,  putting 
their  hands  on  their  swords.  He  then  addressed  him- 
self Lefebvre,  the  governor  of  Paris,  who  had  arrived  in 
ill  humour  at  seeing  the  troops  put  in  motion  without 
his  orders,  and  said,  "  Well,  Lefebvre,  are  you,  one 
of  the  supporters  of  the  Republic,  willing  to  let  it 
perish  in  the  hands  of  lawyers  ?  Unite  with  me  to 
save  it ;  here  is  the  sabre  which  I  bore  at  the  battle 
of  the  Pyramids ;  I  give  it  you  as  a  pledge  of  my  es- 
teem and  confidence."  The  appeal  was  irresistible 
to  a  soldier's  feelings.  "  Yes,"  replied  Lefebvre, 
strongly  moved,  **  let  us  throw  the  advocates  into  the 
river."  Joseph  Buonaparte  had  brought  Bemadotte; 
but,  upon  seeing  what  was  in  agitation,  he  rapidly  re- 
tired to  warn  the  Jacobins  of  their  danger.     Fouch6, 


*-  To  hill  the~Ba«pioion8  of  Ooliier,  Ni^leon  invited  himself  io  &a 
with  him  on  that  very  day  (the  I8U1  Brommre},  and  sent  that  diveetors 
pressing  invitation,  earned  by  Eugene  Beanhamois,  to  breakfiMt  with 
him  in  the  Rue  Chantereine  on  the  preceding  moming. — See  Oohxkb,  i 
828,  334. 
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at  tbe  first  intelligence  of  what  was  going  forward,   chap. 
had  ordered  the  barriers  to  be  closed,  and  all  the       ^ 
ufloal  precautions  taken  which  mark  a  period  of  public    1799. 
alarm,  and  hastened  to  the  Rue  Chantereine  to  receive 
his  orders ;  but  Napoleon  ordered  them  to  be  opened 
and  the  usual  course  of  things  to  continue,  as   he 
marched  with  the  nation  and  relied  on  its  support.  A 
quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  he  mounted  on  horse- 
back, and  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  brilliant  suite 
and  fifteen  hundred  horsemen,  and  rode  to  the  Tuileries. 
Names  since  immortalized  in  the  rolls  of  fame  were 
there  assembled :  Moreau  and  Macdonald,  Berthier 
and  Murat,  Lannes,  Marmont,  and  Lefebvre.     The 
dragoons,  assembled  as  they  imagined  for  a  review, 
joyfully  followed  in  the  rear  of  so  splendid  a  cortege  j 
while  the  people,  rejoicing  at  the  termination  of  the 
disastrous  government  of  the  Directory,  saw  in  it  the '  Lac.  ztv. 
commencement  of  the  vigour  of  military,  instead  of  J^^g  ^* 
the  feebleness  of  legal  ascendant,  and  rent  the  air  with  ^  ^h 

,m    •  1  . •  1  462.    Qoh« 

their  acclamations/  i.  254. 

The  military  chief  presented  himself  at  the  bar  of 
the  Ancients,  attended  by  that  splendid  staff.     ^^  Citi-  Napoiefm*! 
zen-representatives,"   said   he,   "  the    Republic  wasj^*^^ 
about  to  perish  when  you  saved  it.   Woe  to  those  who «»« '^- 
shall  attempt  to  oppose  your  decree !     Aided  by  my 
brave  companions  in  arms,  I  will  speedily  crush  them 
to  the  earth.     You  are  the  collected  wisdom  of  the 
nation ;  it  is  for  you  to  point  out  the  measures  which 
may  save  it.     I  come,  surrounded  by  all  the  generals, 
to  offer  you  the  support  of  their  arms.     I  name  Le- 
febvre my  lieutenant :  I  will  faithfully  discharge  the 
duty  you  have  intrusted  to  me.    Let  none  seek,  in  the 
past,  examples  to  regulate  the  present';  nothing  in 
history  has  any  resemblance  to  the  close  of  the  eigh-** 
teenth  century  ;  nothing  in  the  eighteenth  century  re- 
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CHAP,   sembles  this  moment.      We  are  resolved  to  have  a 
^^^^^  Republic  ;  we  are  resolved  to  have  it  founded  on  true 


1799.    liherty  and  a  representative  system.     I  swear  in  my 
own  name,  and  in  that  of  my  companions  in  arms.^^ — 
"  We  swear  it,"  replied  the  generals.     A  deputy  atr 
tempted  to  speak :  the  president  stopped  him,  upon 
the  ground  that  all  deliberation  was  interdicted  till 
the  Council  met  at  St  Cloud.    The  assembly  imme- 
diately broke  up ;  and  Napoleon  proceeded  to  the  gar- 
dens of  the  Tuileries,  where  he  passed  in  review  the 
regiments  of  the  garrison,  addressing  to  each  a  few 
energetic  words,  in  which  he  declared  that  he  was 
about  to  introduce  changes  which  would  bring  with 
them  abundance  and  glory.     The  weather  was  beau- 
'  Th.  z.     tiful ;  the  confluence  of  spectators  immense ;  their  ac- 
i<^''1^79  clamations  rent  the  skies :  every  thing  announced  the 
Lac.  xiv,    transition  from  anarchy  to  despotic  power .^ 

'     *        During  these  events,  the  anxiety  of  all  classes  in 
Carious      Paris  on  the  approaching  revolution  had  risen  to  the 
pSiuh^   highest  pitch.     A  pamphlet,  eagerly  circulated  at  the 
in  support  doors  of  the  Councils,  contains  a  curious  picture  of  the 
w ""'    ideas  of  the  moment,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
most  obvious  approaching  events  are  glossed  over  to 
those  engaged  in  them.  The  dialogue  ran  as  follows : — 
"  07ie  of  the  Five  Hundred.     Between  ourselves,  my 
friend,  I  am  seriously  alarmed  at  the  part  assigned  to 
Buonaparte  in  this  affair.     His  renown,  his  considera- 
tion, the  just  confidence  of  the  soldiers  in  his  talents, 
his  talents  themselves,  may  give  him  the  most  formid- 
able ascendant  over  the  destinies  of  the  Republic. 
Should  he  prove  a  CsBsar,  a  Cromwell ! — The  Andent. 
A  Cfiesar,  a  Cromwell !     Bad  parts ;  stale  parts ;  un- 
worthy of  a  man  of  sense,  not  to  say  a  man  of  pro- 
perty.    Buonaparte  has  declared  so  himself  on  several 
occasions.     ^  It  would  be  a  sacrilegious  measure/  said 
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he,  on  one  occasion,  ^  to  make  any  attempt  on  a  re-   char 

presentative  government  in  this  age  of  intelligence  and '_ 

liberty.'     On  another — *  There  is  none  but  a  fool  who    1799. 
would  attempt  to  make  the  Republic  lose  the  gauntlet 
it  has  thrown  down  to  the  royalty  of  Europe,  after  1  Boor.  ui. 
having  gone  through  so  many  perils  to  uphold  it' '"    ''•  "• 

While  all  was  thus  proceeding  favourably  at  the 
Tuileries,  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  having  re-  Proceed- 
ceived  a  confused  account  of  the  revolution  which  was  c^^cu  of 
in  progress,  tumultuously  assembled  in  their  tall.^^id* 
They  were  hardly  met,  when  the  message  arrived  rj.^^on 
from  the  Ancients,  containing  the  decree  removing 
them  to  St  Cloud.  No  sooner  was  it  read  than  a  host 
of  voices  burst  forth  at  once ;  but  the  president,  Lucien 
Buonaparte,  succeeded  in  reducing  them  to  silence,  by 
appealing  to  the  decree  which  interdicted  all  delibera^ 
tion  till  they  were  assembled  at  that  palace.  At  the 
same  moment  an  aide-de-camp  arrived  from  Napoleon 
to  the  guard  of  the  Directory,  communicating  the  de- 
cree, and  enjoining  them  to  take  no  orders  but  from 
him.  They  were  in  deliberation  on  the  subject,  when 
an  order  of  an  opposite  description  an*ived  from  the 
Directory.  The  soldiers,  however,  declared  for  their 
comrades  in  arms,  and  ranged  themselves  round  the 
standard  of  Napoleon.  Soon  after,  a  part  of  the  Di- 
rectory sent  in  their  resignation.  SiSyes  and  Roger 
Ducos  were  already  in  the  plot,  and  did  so  in  concert 
with  Napoleon.  Barras  was  easily  disposed  of.  Boutot 
his  secretary  waited  on  Napoleon.  He  bitterly  re- 
proached him  with  the  public  disasters.  "  What  have 
you  made  of  that  France,"  exclaimed  he,  "  which  I 
left  so  brilliant  ?"  I  left  you  in  peace,  I  find  you  at 
war  :  I  left  you  victories,  I  find  only  disasters :  I  left 
you  the  millions  of  Italy,  and  in  their  stead  I  find  only 


7^  HISTORY  OV  ECHOPS. 

CHAP,  acts  of  spoliation  !     What  have  you  made  of  the  hun- 
i!!^dred  thousand  men,  my  companions  in  glory?    They 


1709.    ^^  ^^^  *     "^^^  ^^^  ^^  things  cannot  continae ;  in 
'  Th.  z.     less  than  three  years  it  would  lead  to  despotism.^'   At 
Qoh.i.  243,  length  the  Director  yielded  :  and,  accompanied  bj  a 
i^!  riv.'    g^8.rd  of  honour,  set  out  for  his  villa  of  Gros  Bois.* 
416.  The  two  directors  who  remained,  however,  were  not 

Amstof  disposed  of  without  considerable  difficulty.  These 
22j^B*^^were  Gohier  and  Moulins,  brave  republicans,  bat 
whose  powers  of  acting  according  to  the  constitution, 
which  required  a  majority  of  the  Directory  for  every 
legal  act,  were  paralyzed  by  the  resignation  or  deser- 
tion of  the  majority  of  their  brethren.  Napoleon 
waited  upon  them,  and  said  that  he  believed  they 
were  too  good  citizens  to  attempt  to  oppose  a  revolu- 
tion which  appeared  inevitable;  and  that  he  there- 
fore expected  they  would  quietly  send  in  their  resig- 
nations. Gohier  replied  with  vehemence,  that,  with 
the  aid  of  his  colleague  Moulins,  he  did  not  despair 
of  saving  the  Republic.  "  With  what  ?"  said  Napoleon. 
**  With  the  means  of  the  constitution  which  is  falling 
to  pieces?'^  At  this  instant,  a  messenger  arrived 
with  the  intelligence  that  Santerre  was  striving  to 
raise  the  faubourgs.  '^  General  Moulins,'^  said  Napo- 
leon, *^  you  are  the  friend  of  Santerre.  I  understand 
he  is  rousing  the  faubourgs ;  tell  him,  that  at  the  first 
movement  I  will  cause  him  to  be  shot."  Moulins  re- 
plied with  equal  firmness.  ^^  The  Republic  is  in  dan- 
ger,^' said  Napoleon,  ^^  and  we  must  save  it ;  it  is  my 
will.  SiSyes  and  Roger  Duces  have  sent  in  their  re- 
signations; you  are  two  individuals  insulated  and 
without  power.  I  recommend  you  not  to  resist.'* 
The  Directors  replied,  that  they  would  not  desert  their 
post.     Upon  that  they  were  sent  back  to  the  Luxem- 
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bourg,  separated  from  each  other,  and  put  under  arrest,    chap. 
by  orders  of  Napoleon  transmitted  to  Moreau.    Mean-   ^^^^^ 
while,  Fouch6,  minister  of  police,  Cambac6r^  minis-    1799. 
ter  of  justice,  and  all  the  public  authorities,  hastened 
to  the  Tuileries  to  make  their  submission.     Fouch^, 
in  the  name  of  the  Directory,  provisionally  dissolved  *  Th.  x. 
the  twelve  municipalities  of  Paris,  so  as  to  leave  no  Lac!  xiv." 
rallying  point  to  the  Jacobins.     Before   night  the^^^'^.^g* 
government  was  annihilated,   and    there    reihainedss.   Gob.' 
no  authority  in  Paris  but  what  emanated  from  Na-  ' 
poleon.^ 

A  council  was  held  in  the  evening  at  the  Tuileries,  Napoleon, 
to  deliberate  on  the  course  to  be  pursued  on  the  fol-  ^^'  ^^ 
lowing  day.     SiSyes  strongly  urged  the  necessity  of  ^^«»»«'« 
arresting  forty  leaders  of  the  Jacobins,  who  were  al-  consnifl. 
ready  fomenting  opposition  in  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  and  by  whom  the  faubourgs  were  beginning 
to  be  agitated ;  but  Napoleon  declared  that  he  would 
not  violate  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  to  protect  the 
national  representation,  and  that  he  had  no  fear  of 
such  contemptible  enemies.     At  the  same  time,  a  pro* 
visional  government  was  formed.     Napoleon,  SiSyes, 
and  Roger  Duces  were  named  First  Consuls,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Councils  should  be  adjourned  for  three 
months.     Murat  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
armed  force  of  St  Cloud,  Ponsard  to  that  of  the  fifuard '  ^^^-  **• 

454.    Th. 

of  the  legislative  body,  Serrurier,  of  a  strong  reserve  x.  4«7. 
stationed  at  Point  du  Jour.     The  gallery  of  Mars  was  ^5^  ^{J^' 
prepared  for  the  Council  of  the  Ancients,  the  Orangery  ^^-  *^®- 
for  the  Five  Hundred.* 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  Brumaire  (19th  No-Tbei9th 
vember)  a  formidable  military  force,  fiive  thousand  at'sT*^ 
strong,  surrounded  St  Cloud :  the  legislature  were  not  ^'°^ 
to  deliberate,  as  on  June  2d,  under  the  daggers  of  the  Nov.  9. 
populace,  but  the  bayonets  of  the  soldiery.     The  Five 
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CHAP.   Hundred,  however,  mustered  strons  in  the  gardens  of 

XXYII  . 

'^  the  palace.     Formed  into  groups,  while  the  last  pre^ 


1799.    parations  were  going  on  in  the  hall  which  they  were 
to  occupy,  they  discussed  with  warmth  the  extraordi- 
nary position  of  puhlic  affairs,  mutually  sounded  and 
encouraged  each  other,  and  succeeded,  even  during 
that  brief  space,  in  organizing  a  very  formidable  oppo- 
sition.    The  members  of  the  Five  Hundred  demanded 
of  the  Council  of  the  Ancients  what  they  really  pro- 
posed to  themselves  as  the  result  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  day.     "  The  government,"  said  they,  "  is  de- 
composed."— "  Admitted,"  replied  the  others ;  **  but 
what  then  ?     Do  you  propose,  instead  of  weak  men, 
destitute  of  renown,  to  place  there  Buonaparte  ?"  Those 
of  the  Ancients  who  were  in  the  secret,  ventured  to 
insinuate  something  about  the  necessity  of  a  military 
leader ;  but  the  suggestion  was  ill-received,  and  the 
majority  of  the  Five  Hundred  was  every  moment  be- 
coming stronger,  from  the  rumours  which  were  spread 
of  the  approaching  dictatorship.     The  Ancients  were 
violently  shaken  at  the  unexpected  resistance  they  had 
1  Th.  z.     experienced,  and  numbers  in  the  majority  were  already 
^®'  V  86  *^^^i^^s  to  escape  from  the  perilous  enterprise  on  which 
87.    lm.'  they  had  adventured.     The  opinions  of  the  Five  Hun- 
420.   jom.  dr^  were  already  unequivocally  declared ;  every  thing 
^^^     seemed  to  indicate  that  the  legislature  would  triumph 
872, 273.    over  the  conspirators.^ 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  uncertainty  and  disquie- 

ExcesBive  tudc  that  the  Councils  opened.     Lucien  Buonaparte 

Tn'thTBi^e  ^^  ^^  ^^^  chair  of  the  Five  Hundred.     Gaudin  as- 

Hundred,   conded  the  tribune,  and  commenced  a  set  speech,  in 

which  he  dwelt  in  emphatic  terms  on  the  dangers  which 

threatened  the  country,  and  concluded  by  proposing  a 

vote  of  thanks  to  the  Ancients  for  having  transferred 

their  deliberationa  to  St  Cloud,  and  the  formation  of 
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a  committee  of  seven  persons  to  prepare  a  report  upon    chap. 
the  state  of  the  Republic.     Had  this  been  carried,  it  ^^^^^' 
was  to  have  been  immediately  followed  up  by  the  ap-    1799. 
pointment  of  the  consuls  and  an  adjournment.     But 
no  sooner  had  Gaudin  concluded,  than  the  most  violent 
opposition  arose.    "  The  winds,"  says  Napoleon,  "  sud- 
denly escaping  from  the  caverns  of  jEoIus,  can  give 
but  a  faint  idea  of  that  tempest.^'     The  speaker  was 
violently  dragged  from  the  tribune,  and  a  frightful 
agitation  rendered  any  further  proceedings  impossible. 
'*  Down  with  the  dictators !  long  live  the  constitution !" 
resounded  on  all  sides.     "  The  constitution  or  death !" 
exclaimed  Delbrel ;  '^  bayonets  will  not  deter  us :  we 
are  still  free  here.^'     In  the  midst  of  the  tumult, 
Lucien  in  vain  endeavoured  to  restore  his  authority. 
After  a  long  scene  of  confusion,  one  of  the  deputies 
proposed  that  the  assembly  should  swear  fidelity  to 
the  constitution ;  this  proposal  was  instantly  adopted, 
and  the  roll  called  for  that  purpose.     This  measure 
answered  the  double  purpose  of  binding  the  Council 
to  support  its  authority,  and  giving  time  for  the  Jaco- 
bin leaders  to  be  sent  for  from  the  capital.     In  fact, 
during  the  two  hours  that  the  calling  of  the  roll  lasted, 
intelligence  of  the  resistance  of  the  Five  Hundred  cir- 
culated in  Paris  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and 
Jourdan,  Augereau,  and  other  leaders  of  the  Jacobin 
party,  believing  that  the  enterprise  had  miscarried, 
hastened  to  the  scene  of  action.     The  Five  Hundred, 
during  this  delay,  hoped  they  would  have  time  to  com- »  Nap.  i. 
municate  with  the  Directory ;  but  before  it  terminated  ^7^  ^ 
the  intelligence  arrived  that  the  government  was  dis-  4s».   li. 
solved,  and  no  executive  authority  remaining  but  inGoh.i! 
the  person  of  Napoleon.^  273, 27e. 

The  danger  was  now  inmiinent  to  that  audacious 
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CHAP,  general ;  the  Five  Hundred  were  so  vehement  in  th^ 
^^^^^'  opposition  to  him,  that  the  whole  members,  including 


1799.    l^ucien,  were  compelled  to  take  the  oath  to  the  consti<» 
Imminent  tutiou ;  and  in  the  Ancients,  although  his  adherents 
^J^«^^    had  the  majority,  the  contest  raged  with  the  utmost 
who  enters  Violence,  and  the  strength  of  the  minority  was  every 
of^theAn-  iustaut  increasing.     The  influential  Jacobins  were 
«*«>*^       rapidly  arriving  from  Paris  j  they  looked  on  the  mat- 
ter as  already  decided.     Every  thing  depended  on  the 
troops,  and  although  their  attachment  to  Napoleon  was 
well  known,  it  was  extremely  doubtful  whether  they 
would  not  be  overawed  by  the  majesty  of  the  legisla- 
ture.    '^Here  you  are,'^  said  Augereau  to  him  the 
moment  he  had  arrived,  •'in  a  happy  position." — 
"  Augereau,''  replied  Napoleon,  '*  recollect  Areola ; 
things  then  appeared  much  more  desperate.     Take 
my  word  for  it ;  remain  tranquil,  if  you  would  not 
become  a  victim.     Half  an  hour  hence  you  will  thank 
me  for  my  advice."     Notwithstanding  this  seeming 
confidence,  however.  Napoleon  fully  felt  the  danger  of 
bis  situation.     The  influence  of  the  legislature  was 
sensibly  felt  on  the  troops ;  the  boldest  were  beginning 
to  hesitate ;  the  zealous  had  already  become  timid ; 
>  Th.  z.     the  timid  had  changed  their  colours.     He  saw  that 
ill'  ^v'    ^^^^^  w^  ^^*  *  moment  to  lose ;  and  he  resolved  to 
433, 484.    present  himself,  at  the  head  of  his  staff,  at  the  bar  of 
88.   Las  *  the  Ancients.     '*  At  that  moment,"  said  Napoleon, 
^  vii     41 J  ^ould  have  given  two  hundred  millions  to  have 
had  Ney  by  my  side."^ 

In  this  crisis  Napoleon  was  strongly  agitated.     He 

Napdieon't  ncvor  posscsscd  the  faculty  of  powerful  extempore 

ud*^ech  elocution  ;  a  peculiarity  not  unfrequently  the  accom- 

to  the  An-  paniment  of  the  most  profound  and  original  thought ; 

and  on  this  occasion,  from  the  vital  interests  at  stake, 
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and  the  vehement  opposition  with  which  he  was  as-    chap. 
sailed,  he  could  hardly  utter  anything  intelligible.^  xxvu. 
So  far  as  his  meaning  could  be  gathered  amidst  the    1799. 
frightful  tumult  which  prevailed,  it  was  to  the  follow^  1  bout.  m. 
ing  purpose : — "  You  are  on  the  edge  of  a  volcano,  f  J;f*'  ^^** 
Allow  me  to  explain  myself ;  you  have  called  me  and  hu  speech 
my  companions  in  arms  to  your  aid  *  *  *  but  you  ^^^' 
must  now  take  a  decided  part.     I  know  they  talk  of 
CaBsar  and  Cromwell,  as  if  any  thing  in  antiquity  re- 
sembled the  present  moment.     And  you,  grenadiers, 
whose  feathers  I  perceive  already  waving  in  the  hall, 
say,  have  I  ever  failed  in  performing  the  promises  I 
made  to  you  in  the  camps  ?"     The  soldiers  replied  by 
waving  their  hats,  and  loud  acclamations;  but  this 
appeal  to  the  military,  in  the  bosom  of  the  legislature, 
wrought  up  to  a  perfect  fury  the  rage  of  the  Opposi- 
tion.    One  of  their  number,  Linglet,  rose,  and  said, 
in  a  loud  voice,  "  General,  we  applaud  your  words ; 
swear  then  obedience  and  fidelity  to  the  constitution, 
which  can  alone  save  the  Republic.^'    Napoleon  hesi- 
tated ;  then  replied  with  energy  :    **  The  constitution 
does  not  exist ;  you  yourselves  violated  it  on  the  10  th 
Fructidor,  when  the  government  violated  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  legislature;  you  violated  it  on  the 
30th  Prairial,  when  the  legislative  body  overthrew  the 
independence  of  the  executive ;  you  violated  it  on  the 
22d  Floreal,  when,  by  a  sacrilegious  decree,  the  go- 
vernment and  legislature  violated  the  sovereignty  of 
the  people  by  annulling  the  elections  which  they  had 
made.    Having  subverted  the  constitution,  new  gua- 
rantees, a  fresh  compact  is  required.     I  declare,  that 
as  soon  as  the  dangers  which  have  invested  me  with 
these  extraordinary  powers  have  passed  away,  I  will 
lay  them  down.    I  desire  only  to  be  the  arm  which 

VOL.  III.  3  c 
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CHAP,   executes  your  commands.   If  you  call  on  me  to  expliun 
'  what  are  the  perils  which  threaten  our  country,  I  have 


1799.  ^o  hesitation  in  answering,  that  Barras  and  Moulios 
have  proposed  to  me  to  place  myself  at  the  head  of 
a  faction,  the  object  of  which  is  to  effect  the  over- 
throw of  all  the  friends  of  freedom.''  The  energy  of 
this  speech,  the  undoubted  truths  and  audacious  £alse^ 
hoods  which  it  contained,  produced  a  great  impres- 
sion :  three-fourths  of  the  assembly  rose  and  loudly 
testified  their  applause.  His  party,  recovering  their 
courage,  spoke  in  his  behalf,  and  he  concluded  with 
these  significant  words :  ^^  Surrounded  by  my  brave 
companions  in  arms,  I  will  second  you.  I  call  you  to 
witness,  brave  grenadiers,  whose  bayonets  I  perceive, 
*  Th.  z.  whom  I  have  so  often  led  to  victory ;  I  can  bear  wit- 
^jjg^f^^'ness  to  their  courage ;  we  will  unite  our  efforts  to  save 
^h.  i.  our  country.^  And  if  any  orator,''  added  he,  with  a 
menacing  voice,  ^^  paid  by  the  enemy,  should  venture 
to  propose  to  put  me  hors  la  loi^l  shall  instantly  ap- 
peal to  my  companions  in  arms  to  exterminate  him 
on  the  spot.  Recollect  that  I  march  accompanied  by 
the  god  of  fortune  and  the  god  of  war." 

Hardly  was  this  harangue  concluded,  when  intelli- 

He  enten  gonco  arrived  that  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred 

the  ¥\ye°^  *^®  calUug  of  the  roll  had  ceased ;  that  Lucien  cibuld 

Hundred,   hardlv  maintain  his  firound  against  the  vehemence  of 

disorder     the  Asscmbly,  and  that  they  were  about  to  force  him 

there.        ^^  p^^  ^  ^Yie  voto  a  proposal  to  declare  his  brother 

hors  la  hi.    It  was  a  similar  proposal  which  had 

proved  fatal  to  Robespierre ;  the  cause  of  Napoleon 

seemed  wellnigh  .desperate,  for  if  it  had  been  passed, 

there  could  be  little  doubt  it  would  have  been  obeyed 

by  the  soldiers.     In  truth,  they  had  gone  so  far  as  to 

declare,  that  the  oath  of  18th  Brumaire  should  re- 
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ceive  a  place  as  distincruished  in  history  as  that  of  the    chap. 

.  XXVII 

Jeki  de  Paume,  "  the  first  of  which  created  liberty, '_ 

while  the  second  consolidated  it,^^  and  had  decreed  a    1799. 
message  to  the  Directory  to  make  theiu  acquainted 
with  their  resolution.     This  decree  was  hardly  passed, 
when  a  messenger  arrived  with  a  letter  from  Barras, 
containing  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Director, 
upon  the  ground,  ^^  that  now  the  dangers  of  liberty 
were  all  surmounted^  and  the  interests  of  the  armies 
secured.''     This  unlooked-for  communication  renewed 
their  perplexity ;  for  now  it  was  evident  that  the  exe- 
cutive itself  was  dissolved.     Napoleon,  who  clearly 
saw  his  danger,  instantly  took  his  resolution.     Boldly 
advancing  to  the  Hall  of  the  Five  Hundred^  whose 
shouts  and  cries  already  resounded  to  a  distance,  he 
entered  alone,  uncovered,  and  ordered  the  soldiers  and 
officers  of  his  suite  to  halt  at  the  entrance.     In  his 
passage  to  the  bar  he  had  to  pass  one^half  of  the 
benches.     No  sooner  did  he  make  his  appearance, 
than  half  of  the  assembly  rose  up,  exclaiming,  ^^  Death 
to  the  tyrant !  down  with  the  dictator  !"     The  scene 
which  ensued  baffles  all  description.     Hundreds  of 
deputies  rushed  down  from  the  benches,  and  sur- 
rounded the  general,  exclaiming,  ^'  Your  laurels  are  all 
withered;  your  glory  is  turned  into  infamy ;  is  it  foi; 
this  you  have  conquered  ?  respect  the  sanctuary  of  the 
laws ;  retire,  retire."     Two  grenadiers  left  at  the  door, 
alarmed  by  the  danger  of  their  general,  rushed  for- 
ward, sword  in  hand,  seized  him  by  the  middle,  and  ^  Nap.  i. 
bore  him,  almost  stupified,  out  of  the  hall :   in  the  47*7, 478.  '* 
tumult  one  of  them  had  his  clothes  torn.     Nothing  Jj^-"^ 
was  to  be  heard  but  the  cries,  "  No  Cromwell !  downi.  291. 295. 
with  the  dictator  !  death  to  the  dictator  !''^ 

His  removal  increased  rather  than  diminished  the 
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CHAP,   tumult  of  the  assembly.    Lucien  alone,  and  unsap- 
'  ported  in  the  president's  chair,  was  left  to  make  head 


1799.  against-  the  tempest.  All  his  efforts  to  justify  his 
Intrepid  hrothor  were  in  vain..  "  You  would  not  hear  him  " 
conduct  of  jjg  exclaimed.  "  Down  with  the  tyrant !  hors  la  hi 
with  the  tyrant !"  resounded  on  all  sides.  With  rare 
firmness  he  for  long  resisted  the  proposal.  At  length, 
finding  further  opposition  fruitless,  he  exclaimed, 
^^  You  dare  to  condemn  a  hero  without  hearing  him 
in  his  defence.  His  brother  has  but  one  duty  left, 
and  that  is  to  defend  him.  I  renounce  the  chair,  and 
hasten  to  the  bar  to  defend  the  illustrious  accused  ;^ 
and  with  these  words,  deposing  his  insignia  of  presi- 
dent, mounted  the  tribune.  At  that  instant  an  officer, 
dispatched  by  Napoleon,  with  ten  grenadiers,  present- 
ed  himself  at  the  door.  It  was  at  first  supposed  that 
the  troops  had  declared  for  the  Council,  and  loud  ap* 
plause  greeted  their  entrance.  Taking  advantage  of 
the  mistake,  he  approached  the  tribune  and  laid  hold 
of  Lucien,  whispering  at  the  same  time  in  his  ear, 
"  By  your  brother's  orders ;"  while  the  grenadiers  ex- 
claimed, ^*  Down  with  the  assassins !''  At  these  words 
a  mournful  silence  succeeded  to  the  cries  of  acclama- 
>  Goh  I.  tion,  and  he  was  conducted  without  opposition  out  of 
298, 3bi    thehall.^ 

Meanwhile  Napoleon  had  descended  to  the  court, 
Dtaw)iati<m  mouutod  OH  horscback,  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  the 
HundiS^*  order  to  form  circle,  and  thus  addressed  the  soldiers : 
by  an        — •*  I  was  about  to  point  out  the  means  of  saving  the 
foiroe.        country,  and  they  answered  me  with  strokes  of  the 
poniard.     They  desire  to  fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Al- 
lied Sovereigns — ^what  more  could  England  do  ?    Sol- 
diers, can  I  rely  on  you  ?"     Unanimous  applause 
answered  the  appeal ;  and  soou  after  the  officer  ar- 
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rived,  briiurinfi^  out  Lucien  from  the  Councils    He    ohap, 

•  XXVII 

instantly  mounted  on  horseback,  and  with  Napoleon  ^ '_, 

rode  along  the  ranks,  then  halting  in  the  centre,  said,    1799. 
with  a  voice  of  thunder  which  was  heard  along  the 
whole  line,  ^^  Citizen-soldiers !  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  declares  to  you,  that  the 
immense  majority  of  that  body  is  enthralled  by  a  fac- 
tious band,  armed  with  stilettoes,  who  besiege  the  tri- 
bune, and  interdict  all  freedom  of  deliberation.    Qene- 
ral,  and  you  soldiers,  and  you  citizens,  you  can  no 
longer  recognise  any  as  legislators  but  those  who  are 
around  me.     Let  force  expel  those  who  remain  in  the 
Orangery ;  they  are  not  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  the  representatives  of  the  poniard.    Let  that 
name  for  ever  attach  to  them,  and  if  they  dare  to 
show  themselves  to  the  people,  let  all  fingers  point  to 
them  as  the  representatives  of  the  poniard." — "  Sol- 
diers," added  Napoleon,  "  can  I  rely  on  you  ?"     The 
soldiers,  however,   appeared  still  to  hesitate,  when 
Lucien  as  a  last  resource  turned  to  his  brother,  and 
raising  his  sword  in  his  hand,  swore  to  plunge  it  in 
bis  breast  if  ever  he  belied  the  hopes  of  the  Repub- 
licans, or  made  an  attempt  on  the  liberty  of  France. 
This  last  appeal  was  decisive.     **  Vive  Buonaparte  !" 
was  the  answer.    He  then  ordered  Murat  and  Leclerc 
to  march  a  battalion  into  the  Council,  and  dissolve 
the  Assembly.     ^^  Charge  bayonets,"  was  the  word 
given.     They  entered  slowly  in,  and  the  officer  iiijij^'**®^' 
command  notified  to  the  Council  the  order  to  dissolve.  458, 459. 
Jourdan  and  several  other  deputies  resisted,  and  began  So.*'  ilc! 
to  address  the  soldiers  on  the  enormity  of  their  coti-  J^^-  ^^.|- 
duct.     Hesitation  was  already  visible  in  their  ranks,  406, 408*. 
when  Leclerc  entering  with  a  fresh  body,  in  close  95^7.^*' 
column/  instantly  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  and  the  ^  ^; , 

9llv|  oil. 


creM. 
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CHAP,    charge  to  sound.     He  exclaimed,  **  Grenadiers,  for- 

1  ward !"  and  the  soldiers  slowly  advancing,  with  fixed 

1790.  bayonets,  speedily  cleared  the  hall,  the  dismayed  de- 
puties throwing  themselves  from  the  windows,  and 
rushing  out  at  every  aperture,  to  avoid  the  shock. 
Intelligence  of  the  violent  dissolution  of  the  Five 
Nocturnal  Hundred  was  conveyed  by  the  fugitives  to  the  An- 
S^e°*  cients  who  were  thrown  by  this  event  into  the  utmost 
~""f"h  consternation.  They  had  expected  that  that  body 
Orangery,  would  havc  yielded  without  violence,  and  were  thwoy 
^^"  '  derstruck  by  the  open  use  of  bayonets  on  the  occa- 
sion«  Lucien  immediately  appeared  at  their  bar,  and 
made  the  same  apology  he  had  done  to  the  troops  for 
the  coup  (Tetat  which  had  been  employed,  viz.  that  a 
factious  minority  had  put  an  end  to  all  freedom  of  de- 
liberation by  the  use  of  poniards,  which  rendered  the 
application  of  force  indispensable ;  that  nothing  had 
been  done  contrary  to  forms;  that  he  had  himself 
authorized  the  employment  of  the  military.  The 
Council  were  satisfied,  or  feigned  to  be  so,  with  this 
explanation;  and  at  nine  at  night  the  renmant  of 
the  Five  Hundred  who  were  in  the  interests  of  Na- 
poleon, five-and-thirty  only  in  number,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Lucien,  assembled  in  the  Orangery,  and 
voted  a  resolution,  declaring  that  Buonaparte  and 
the  troops  under  his  orders  had  deserved  well  of  thmr 
country.  "  Representatives  of  the  people,"  said  that 
audacious  partisan,  ^^  in  his  opening  speech,  ^^  this  an- 
cient palace  of  the  Kings  of  France,  where  we  are 
now  assembled,  attests  that  power  is  nothing j  and  that 
glory  is  every  thing."  At  eleven  at  night,  a  few  mem- 
bers of  the  two  Councils,  not  amounting  in  all  to  sixty 
persons,  assembled,  and  unanimously  passed  a  decree 
abolishing  the  Directory,  expelling  sixty-one  members 
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from  the  Councils  as  demagogues,  adjourning  the  le-    chap. 
gislature  for  three  months,  and  vesting  the  executive 


power  in  the  mean  time  in  Napoleon,  Si6yes,  and  Ro-  1799. 
ger  Duces  under  the  title  of  Provisional  Consuls,  ^n^.  *• 
Two  commissions  of  twenty-five  members  each  were  Jom.  zii. 

A/10        Tit 

appointed  from  each  Council,  to  combine  with  the ,.  491, 
Consuls  in  the  formation  of  a  new  constitution.^  su^ 

'    During  these  two  eventful  days,  the  people  of  Paris, 
though  deeply  interested  in  the  issue  of  the  struggle,  and  Joy  in 
trembling  with  anxiety  lest  the  horrors  of  the  Revolu-thew  * 
tion  should  be  renewed,  remained  perfectly  tranquil.  In  ^^^ 
the  evening  of  the  19th,  reports  of  the  failure  of  the 
enterprise  were  generally  spread,  and  diffused  the  most 
mortal  disquietude;  for  iJl  ranks,  worn  out  with  the  agi- 
tation and  sufferings  of  past  convulsions,  passionately 
longed  for  repose,  and  it  was  generally  felt  that  it  could 
be  obtained  only  under  the  shadow  of  military  authority. 
But  at  length  the  result  was  communicated  by  the  fu- 
gitive members  of  the  Five  Hundred,  who  arrived  from 
St  Cloud,  loudly  exclaiming  against  the  military  vio- 
lence of  which  they  had  been  the  victims ;  and  at  nine 
at  night  the  intelligence  was  officially  announced  by  a  *  N«p.  i. 
proclamation  of  Napoleon,  which  was  read  by  torch- ^^  ^omj 
light  to  the  agitated  groups.**  ^^  *i<>- 


*  This  proclamation  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  tmbliiBhing  effrontery 
with  which  it  set  forth  a  statement  of  facts,  utterly  at  yarianoe  with  what 
aboTO  a  thousand  witnesses,  only  flye  miles  from  the  capital,  had  them- 
•elres  beheld,  and  which  Napoleon  himself  has  subsequently  recorded  in 
his  own  Memoirs,  from  which  the  preceding  narratire  has  in  part  been 
taken.  He  there  said, ''  At  my  return  to  Paris  I  found  division  among 
all  the  authorities,  and  none  agreed  except  on  this  single  point,  that  the 
constitution  was  half  destroyed  and  could  no  longer  save  the  public 
liberty.  AU  parties  came  to  me,  and  unfolded  their  designs ;  but  I 
refused  to  belong  to  any  of  them.  The  Council  of  the  Ancients  then 
summoned  me ;  I  answered  their  appeal.  A  plan  for  a  general  restora- 
tion had  been  concerted  among  the  men  in  whom  the  nation  had  been 
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CHAP.       With  tbe  exception  of  the  legislature,  however,  all 
^^^^^'  parties  declared  for  the  revolution  of  18th  Brumaire. 


1799.  "^he  violation  of  the  laws  and  coups  (Titat  had  been  so 
General  couunon  during  the  Revolution,  that  the  people  had 
wM^^  ceased  to  regard  them  as  illegal ;  and  they  were  judged 
diffused  of  entirely  by  their  consequences,  and  above  all  their 
the  ^uk'  success.  To  such  a  height  had  the  anarchy  and  di&- 
^^'  tresses  of  the  country  arisen  in  the  latter  years  of  the 

Revolution,  that  repose  and  a  regular  government  had 
become  the  object  of  universal  desire  at  any  price, 
even  the  extinction  of  the  very  liberty  to  attain  whidi 
all  these  misfortunes  had  been  imdergone.  The  feel* 
ing,  accordingly,  not  only  of  Paris,  but  of  France,  was 
universal  in  favour  of  the  new  government.  All  par- 
ties hoped  to  see  their  peculiar  tenets  forwarded  by 


accustomed  to  see  the  defenders  of  its  liberty,  its  equality,  and  property ; 
but  that  plan  demanded  a  calm  and  deUberate  investigation,  exempt 
from  all  agitation  or  control,  and  therefore  the  logielative  body  was 

•  transferred  by  the  Council  of  the  Ancients  to  St  Cloud."  After  nar- 
rating the  eyents  of  the  morning  of  the  18th,  it  proceeded  thus  :•— *'  I 
presented  myself  to  the  Council  of  the  Five  Hundred,  alone  and  un- 
armed, in  the  same  manner  as  I  had  been  receiyed  with  transport  by  the 
Ancients.  I  was  desirous  of  rousing  the  majority  to  an  exertion  of  its 
authority,  when  twenty  {usanint  pree^iated  themielvet  on  me,  and  I  was 
only  saved  from  their  hands  by  the  breve  grenadiers,  who  rushed  tome 
from  the  door.  The  savage  cry  of  *  Hors  la  loi'  arose ;  the  howl  of 
violence  against  the  force  destined  to  repress  it  The  assassins  in- 
stantly suirounded  the  president ;  I  heard  of  it,  and  sent  ten  grenadiers, 
who  extricated  him  from  their  hands.    The  factious,  intimidatedi  Irfi 

•  the  haU  and  dUpened,  The  majority,  relieved  from  their  strokeo,  re- 
entered peaceably  into  its  haU,  deliberated  on  the  propositions  submitted 
to  it  in  the  name  of  the  public  weal,  and  paased  a  salutary  reaolutioo, 
which  will  become  the  basis  of  the  provisional  conBtitution  of  the  Be- 
public."  Under  such  colours  did  Napoleon  veil  one  of  the  most  violent 
usurpations  against  a  legislature  recorded  in  history.  Wben  snch  false- 
hood was  employed  in  matters  oceuning  at  6t  Cloudy  it  renders  pro- 
bable all  that  Bouxrienne  has  said  of  the  falsehood  of  the  buUetins  iu 
regard  to  more  distant  transactions.«-»See  Napolbom,  i.  98,  101. 


HISTORY  OF  fiimOFB.  777 

the  change.     The  Constitationalists  trnsted  that  ra-   chap. 
tional  freedom  would  at  length  be  established;  the  ' 

Royalists  rejoiced  that  the  first  step  towards  a  rega-    1799, 
lar  government  had  been  made,  and  secretly  indulged 
the  hope  that  Buonaparte  would  play  the  part  of  Qe- 
neral  Monk,  and  restore  the  throne ;  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  weary  of  strife,  and  exhausted  by  suffer-  . 
ing,  passionately  rejoiced  at  the  conomencement  of  re- 
pose ;  the  numerous  exiles  and  proscribed  families  re- 
gained the  prospect  of  revisiting  their  country,  and 
drawing  their  last  breath  in  that  France  which  was 
so  dear  to  them.     Ten  years  had  wrought  a  century 
of  experience.   The  nation  was  as  imanimous  in  1799  ^  ^^^  ^^ 
to  terminate  the  era  of  Revolution,  as  in  1789  it  had  xiy.  433,  * 
been  to  commence  it.*  *^' 

Napoleon  rivalled  Csesar  in  the  clemency  with  which 
he  used  his  victory.  No  proscriptions  or  massacres,  aemenc^ 
few  arrests  or  imprisonments,  followed  the  triumph  of  J^^^^ 
order  over  Revolution.  On  the  contrary,  nunierous  w«  ▼ictoiy. 
acts  of  mercy,  as  wise  as  they  were  magnanimous,  il- 
lustrated the  rise  of  the  Consular  throne.  The  law  of 
hostages  and  the  forced  loan  were  abolished;  the 
priests  and  persons  proscribed  by  the  revolution  of  18th 
Fructidor  permitted  to  return ;  the  emigrants  who  had 
been  shipwrecked  on  the  coast  of  France,  and  thrown 
into  prison,  where  they  had  been  confined  for  four 
years,  were  set  at  liberty.  Measures  of  severity  were 
at  first  put  in  force  against  the  violent  Republicans ; 
but  they  were  gradually  relaxed,  and  finally  abandoned. 
Thirty-seven  of  this  obnoxious  party  were  ordered  to 
be  transported  to  Qiiiana,  and  twenty-one  to  be  put 
under  the  observation  of  the  police ;  but  the  sentence 
of  transportation  was  soon  changed  into  one  of  mrveil- 
lance,  and  even  that  was  shortly  abandoned.    Nine 
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CHAP,   thousand  state  prisoners,  who  languished  at  the  fall  of 
the  Directory  in  the  state  prisons  of  France,  received 


1799.    their  liberty.     Their  numbers,  two  years  before,  had 

been  sixty  thousand.     The  elevation  of  Napoleon  was 

not  only  unstained  by  blood,  but  not  even  a  single  captive 

long  lamented  the  car  of  the  Victor.   A  signal  triumph 

of  the  principles  of  humanity  over  those  of  cruelty, 

glorious  alike  to  the  actors  and  the  age  in  which  it  oc- 

'  Nap.  in    currcd ;  and  a  memorable  proof  how  much  more  du- 

i78^*Mign.  ra^l©  the  victories  gained  by  moderation  and  wisdom 

ii.  463.      are,  than  those  achieved  by  violence,  and  stained  by 

434,440.    blood.* 

The  revolution  of  the  18th  Brumaire  had  established 
Formation  a  provisioual  government,  and  overturned  the  Direo- 

t^tion!"***  *^^  ?  ^^t  ^t  ^^^^^  remained  to  form  a  permanent  con- 
stitution. In  the  formation  of  it  a  rupture  took  place 
between  Sieyes  and  Napoleon.  The  views  of  the  for- 
mer, long  based  on  speculative  opinions,  and  strongly 
tinged  with  republican  ideas,  were  little  likely  to  ac- 
cord with  those  of  the  young  conqueror,  accustomed 
to  rule  every  thing  by  his  single  determination;  and 
whose  sagacity  had  already  discovered  the  impossibili- 
ty of  forming  a  stable  government  out  of  the  institu- 
tions of  the  Revolution.  He  allowed  SiSyes  to  mould, 
according  to  his  pleasure,  the  legislature  which  was  to 
consist  of  a  Senate  or  Upper  Chamber ;  a  Legislative 
body,  without  the  power  of  debate ;  and  a  Tribunate, 
which  was  to  discuss  the  legislative  measures  with  the 
Council  of  State  :  but  opposed  the  most  vigorous  re- 
sistance to  the  plan  which  he  brought  forward  for  the 
executive,  which  was  so  absurd,  that  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible to  imagine  how  it  could  have  been  seriously  pro- 
posed by  a  man  of  ability.  The  plan  of  this  veteran 
constitution-maker,  who  had  boasted  to  Talleyrand 
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ten  years  before,  that  "  politics  was  a  science  which  he    chap. 
flattered  himself  he  had  brought  to  perfection,"*  was ^ 


to  have  vested  the  executive  in  a  single  Grand  Elector^    1790. 
who  was  to  inhabit  Versailles,  with  a  salary  of  600,000  *  ^**'*»  ^• 
francs  a-year,  and  a  guard  of  six  thousand  men,  and 
represent  the  state  to  foreign  powers.     This  singular 
magistrate  was  to  be  vested  with  no  immediate  autho- 
rity ;  but  his  functions  were  to  consist  in  the  power  of 
naming  two  consuls,  who  were  to  exercise  all  the  powers 
of  government,  the  one  being  charged  with  the  interior, 
the  finances,  police,  and  public  justice ;  the  other  the 
exterior,  including  war,  marine,  and  foreign  affairs. 
He  was  to  have  a  council  of  state,  to  discuss  with  the 
legislature  all  public  measures.     He  was  to  be  irre- 
sponsible, but  liable  to  removal  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
senate. — It  was  easy  to  perceive  that,  though  he  ima- 
gined he  was  acting  on  general  principles,  Sifiyes  in 
this  project  wai? governed  by  his  own  interests;  that*  Jom. yii. 
the  situation  of  grand  elector  he  destined  for  himself,  m^*\i  * 
and  the  military  consulship  for  the  conqueror  of  Ar-  ^^|$' 
cola  and  Rivoli.* 

Napoleon,  who  saw  at  once  that  this  senseless  pro- 
ject, besides  presenting  insurmountable  difficulties  in  Napoieon'i 
practice,  would  reduce  him  to  a  secondary  part,  ex-to^si«^"* 
erted  all  his  talents  to  combat  the  plan  of  Sieyes.  p^*"* 
**  Can  you  suppose,"  said  he,  "  that  any  man  of  talent 
or  consideration  will  submit  to  the  degrading  situa- 
tion assigned  to  the  grand  elector  ?    What  man,  dis- 
posing of  the  national  force,  would  be  base  enough  to 
submit  to  the  discretion  of  a  Senate,  which,  by  a  sim- 
ple vote,  could  send  him  from  Versailles  to  a  second 
flat  in  Paris  ?    Were  I  a  grand  elector,  I  would  name 
as  my  Consul  of  the  exterior  Berthier,  and  for  the  inte- 
rior some  other  person  of  the  same  stamp.   I  would  pre- 


et'f 
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CHAP,   scribe  to  them  their  nominations  of  ministers ;  and  the 
^^^^^'  instant  that  they  ceased  to  be  my  staff-officers  I  would 


1709.   overturn  them.''     Sieyes  replied,  ^^  that  in  that  case 
the  grand  elector  would  be  absorbed  by  the  Senate.'' 
This  phrase  got  wind,  and  threw  such  ridicule  over 
the  plan  in  the  minds  of  the  Parisians,  that  even  its 
author  was  compelled  to  abandon  it.     He  soon  found 
that  his  enterprising  colleague  would  listen  to  no  pro- 
ject which  interfered  with  the  supreme  power,  which 
1  jom.  xii.  he  had  already  resolved  to  obtain  for  himself,  and 
Nap.1i.^*    which,  in  truth,  was  the  only  form  of  government 
141, 14a    capable  at  that  period  of  arresting  the  disorders,  or 
JST''-    terminating  the  miseries,  of  France.^ 

The  ideas  of  Napoleon  were  unalterably  fixed ;  but 
Napoieon'fl  he  was  too  clcar-sighted  not  to  perceive  that  time  and 
mratM^  a  concession,  in  form  at  least,  to  public  opinion,  were 
Ftet  Con-  necessary  to  bring  them  into  practice.  "  I  was  con- 
vinced," says  he,  "that  France  could  not  exist  but 
under  a  monarchical  form  of  government ;  but  the  dr-* 
cumstances  of  the  times  were  such,  that  it  was  thought, 
and  perhaps  was,  necessary  to  disguise  the  supreme 
power  of  the  president.  All  opinions  were  reconciled 
by  the  nomination  of  a  FiBST  Consul,  who  alone 
should  possess  the  authority  of  government,  since  he 
singly  disposed  of  all  situations,  and  possessed  a  deli- 
berative voice,  while  the  two  others  were  merely  his 
advisers.  That  supreme  officer  gave  the  government 
the  advantage  of  unity  of  direction :  the  two  otiiers, 
whose  names  appeared  to  every  public  act»  would  soothe 
the  republican  jealousy.  The  circumstances  of  the 
times  would  not  permit  a  better  form  of  government" 
After  long  discussion,  this  project  was  adopted.  The 
government  was  in  fact  exclusively  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  First  Consul;   the  t^o  other  Consuls  had  a 
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right  to  enlighten  him  by  their  counsels,  but  not  to    chap. 
restrain  him  by  their  vote.     The  Senate,  itself  nomi-  ^^^^^' 
nated  by  the  Consuls,  selected  out  of  the  list  of  can-    1799. 
didates  who  had  been  chosen  by  the  nation  those  who 
were  to  be  the  members  of  the  Tribunate  and  Legisla- 
ture.   Grovemment  alone  was  invested  with  the  right 
of  proposing  laws.     The  Legislative  Body  was  inter- 
dicted the  right  of  speaking ;  it  was  merely  to  delibe- 
rate and  decide  upon  the  questions  discussed  before  it 
by  the  Tribunate,  and  the  Council  of  State  nominated 
by  the  Consuls ;  the  first  being  understood  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  people,  the  second  that  of  the  go- 
vernment.    The  Legislative  Body  was  thus  trans-iMign.ii, 
formed  from  its  essential  character  in  a  free  state,  that  ^^,^Tit, 
of  a  deliberative  assembly,  into  a  supreme  court,  which  '^'  Nap. 

i   3B3  3/RA 

heard  the  state  pleadings,  and  by  its  decision  formed  signok,  i. ' 
thelaw.^  ^^'^^• 

The  people  no  longer  were  permitted  to  choose  de- 
puties for  themselves,  either  in  their  primary  assem- Total  abn>- 
blies  or  electoral  colleges.  They  were  allowed  only  Sf  ^w 
to  choose  theperscTis  eligible  to  these  offices,  and  from®^*^^ 
the  lists  thus  furnished,  government  made  its  elec- 
tion. The  whole  citizens  first  chose  a  tenth  of  their 
number  in  each  arrondissement,  who  formed  the  elec- 
tors of  the  commune.  This  body,  composed  of  the 
electors,  again  chose  out  of  the  list  of  eligible  persons 
for  the  departmeTit  a  tenth,  who  were  to  form  the  de- 
partmental electors,  and  they  again'  a  tenth  of  their 
body,  who  formed  the  list  out  of  which  the  legislature 
was  to  be  chosen.  The  Senate,  in  the  close  of  all,  se- 
lected such  as  it  chose  out  of  the  last  list,  thus  trebly 
purified,  to  form  the  Legislative  Body.  The  senators 
b^ng  nominated  by  the  First  Consul,  and  holding 
their  situations  for  life,   the  whole  legislature  was 
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CHAP,   subjected  to  the  control  of  the  executive.     Its  duty 
^^^^^'  yf2LB  strictly  conservative,  to  watch  over  the  mainte- 


1799.    nyice  of  the  fundamental  laws,  and  the  purification  of 

the  other  branches  of  the  legislature.      All  public 

functionaries,  civil  and  military,  including  the  whole 

judges,  instead  of  being  chosen,  as  heretofore,  by  the 

people,  were  appointed  by  the  First  Consul,  who  thus 

became  the  sole  depository  of  influence.     The  lowest 

species  of  judges,  called  ^'i^ei^  depaix^  were  alone  left 

in  the  gift  of  the  people.     By  means  of  the  Senate, 

>  jom.  xu.  chosen  from  his  creatures,  he  regulated  the  legislature, 

J^^^j}'    and  possessed  the  sole  initiative  of  laws ;  by  the  appoint- 

464, 468,    nient  to  every  office,  he  wielded  the  whole  civil  force  of 

Const,  tit.  the  state ;  by  the  command  of  the  military,  he  overawed 

Bim.\^27,  ^^  discontented,  and  governed  its  external  relations.^ 

28.  The  departmental  lists  were  the  most  singular  part 

of  the  new  constitution.     Every  person  bom  and  re- 

outunes     sidiug  in  France,  above  twenty-one,  was  a  citizen  ;  but 

oo^ltu*^  the  rights  of  citizenship  were  lost  by  bankruptcy^ 

tioD,  and    domcstic  scrvicc,   crime,   or  foreign    naturalization. 

of™*  ^^  But  the  electors  were  a  much  more  limited  body. 

^igibie      u  'pjjg  citizens  of  each  arrondissement  chose  by  their 

daises.  ^ 

suffrages  those  whom  they  deemed  fit  to  conduct 
public  affairs,  amounting  to  not  more  than  a  tenUh  of 
the  electors.  The  persons  contained  in  this  first  list 
were  alone  eligible  to  official  situations  in  the  arron" 
dissement  from  which  they  were  chosen.  The  citi- 
zens embraced  in  this  list  chose  a  tenth  of  their  num*- 
ber  for  each  department,  which  formed  the  body  alone 
eligible  for  departmental  situations.  The  citizens 
chosen  by  the  departmental  electors  again  selected  a 
•  Const,  tenth  of  their  number,  which  formed  the  body  alone 
78  79!^  capable  of  being  elected  for  national  situations.'^'  The 
persons  on  the  first  list  were  only  eligible  to  the  in^ 
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ferior  situations,  sacli  as  juges  de  paix^  a  species  of  chap. 
arbiters  to  recondle  differences  and  prevent  lawsuits ; '^ 


tbose  on  the  second  were  the  class  from  whom  might  1799. 
be  selected  the  prefects,  the  departmental  judges,  tax- 
gatherers,  and  collectors;  those  on  the  third,  who 
amounted  only  to  six  tiumsand  persons,  were  alone 
eligible  to  public  offices,  as  the  Legislature,  any  of 
the  Ministries  of  State,  the  Senate,  the  Council  of 
State,  the  Tribunal  of  Cassation,  the  ambassadors  at 
foreign  courts.  Thus,  the  whole  offices  of  state  were 
centred  in  six  thousand  persons,  chosen  by  a  triple 
election  from  the  citizens.  The  lists  were  to  be  re^ 
vised,  and  all  the  vacancies  filled  up  every  three  years* 
These  lists  of  notability,  as  Napoleon  justly  observed, 
formed  a  limited  and  exclusive  nobility,  differing  from 
the  old  noblesse  only  in  this,  that  it  was  elective,  not 
hereditary;  and  it  was,  from  the  very  firsts  subject  to 
the  objection,  that  it  excluded  from  the  field  of  com- 
petition many  of  the  most  appropriate  persons  to  hold 
public  situations.  The  influence  of  the  people  in  the 
legislature  was,  by  these  successive  elections,  com- 
pletely destroyed,  and  the  whole  power  of  the  state, 
it  was  early  foreseen,  would  centre  in  the  First  Con- 
sul. The  changes  introduced  diffused,  however,  gene- 
ral satisfaction.  All  the  members  of  the  legislature 
received  pensions  from  government :  that  of  the  sena- 
tors was  25,000  francs,  or  L.IOOO  aryear ;  that  of  the 
Tribunate,  16,000  francs,  or  L.660  yearly;  that  of 
the  Legislative  Body,  10,000  francs,  or  L.400  a-year. 
The  Senate  was  composed  of  persons  above  forty  1  confi. 
years  of  age ;  the  Legislative  Body,  above  thirty.  A  ^  *^^ 
senator  remained  in  that  high  station  for  life,  and  was^^^^  ^^^f 
ineligible  to  any  other  situation.^ 

On  the  24th  December  1799,  the  new  constitution 
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CHAP,   was  proclaimed;  and  the  whole  i^pointments  were 
J^f^  forthwith  filled  up,  without  waiting  for  the  lists  of  the 


1799.    eligible,  who  were,  according  to  its  theory,  to  be 
Appoint-    chosen  by  the  people.     Two  consuls,  eighty  senators^ 
STmi^    a  hundred  tribunes,  three  hundred  legislators,  were 
tration      forthwith  nominated,  and  proceeded  to  the  exercise  of 
Kapoieon.  &11  the  fuuctious  of  government.     In  the  choice  of 
persons  to  fill  such  a  multitude  of  offices,  ample  means 
existed  to  reward  the  moderate,  and  seduce  the  Re- 
publican party;  and  the  consuls  made  a  judicious  and 
circumspect  use  of  the  inmiense  influence  put  into 
their  hands.     SiSyes,  discontented  with  the  overthrow 
of  his  favourite  ideas,  retired  from  the  government ; 
received  as  a  reward  for  his  services  600,000  francs 
and  the  estate  of  Crosne,  afterwards  changed  for  the 
more  valuable  domain  of  Faisanderie  in  the  park  of 
Versailles ;  and  the  democratic  fervour  of  the  author 
of  the  pamphlet—"  What  is  the  Tiers^Etat  .^'  sunk 
into  the  interested  apathy  of  the  proprietor  of  fifty 
thousand  pounds.    Roger  Duces  also  withdrew,  per- 
ceiving the  despotic  turn  which  things  were  taking ; 
and  Napoleon  appointed  in  their  stead  Cambac^r^ 
and  Lebrun,  men  of  moderation  and  probity,  who 
worthily  discharged  the  subordinate  functions  assigned 
to  them  in  the  administralion.     "  In  the  end,^  said 
Napoleon,  "you  must  come  to  the  government  of 
boots  and  spurs ;  and  neither  SiSyes  nor  Roger  Duces 
'  lm  cn.  was  fit  for  that.^^^     Talleyrand  was  made  minister  of 
ii.  353.      foreign  affairs,  and  Fouch6  retained  in  that  of  the 
police;  the  illustrious  La  Place  received  the  port^ 
folio  of  the  interior.      By  the  latter  appointments 
Napoleon  hoped  to  calm  the  fears  and  satisfy  the  am- 
bition of  the  Republican  party.     SiSyes  was  very  ad- 
verse to  the  continuance  of  FouchS  in  office;  but 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  785 

Naiwleon  was  resolute.     "  We  have  arrived,"  said    chap. 

he,  "  at  a  new  era ;  we  must  recollect  in  the  past  only [^ 

the  good,  and  forget  the  bad.      Age,  the  habits  of    1799. 
business,  and  experience,  have  formed  or  modified 
many  characters."     High  salaries  were  giveu  to  all 
the  public  functionaries,  on  condition  only  that  they 
should  live  in  a  style  of  splendour  suitable  to  their 
station :    a   wise  measure,  which  both   secured  the  ^  Mign.  a, 
attachment  of  that  powerful  body  of  men,  and  pre-  jom.  zu.' 
eluded  them  from  acquiring  such  an  independence  as  ^*  ^^' 
might  enable  them  to  dispense  with  the  employment  113.'  ooh. 
of  government.*  *^'  ' 

A  curious  incident  occurred  on  occasion  of  the  dis- 
missal of  SiSyes,  highly  characteristic  of  the  diisposi*  Ghrom 
tion  of  that  veteran  of  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  ofmjJ^  ^ 
the  preceding  governments.  At  the  first  meeting 
which  Napoleon  had  with  him  in  the  apartments  of 
the*  Directory,  SiSyes,  after  cautiously  shutting  the 
doors,  and  looking  around  to  see  that  he  was  not  over- 
heard, said,  in  a  low  voice,  to  Napoleon,  pointing  to  a 
bureau,  "  Do  you  see  that  piece  of  furniture  ?  You 
will  not  easily  guess  what  it  is  worth.  It  contains 
800,000  francs.  During  our  magisterial  duties,  we 
came  to  perceive  that  it  would  be  unseemly  for  a 
Director  to  leave  office  without  being  worth  a  farthing ; 
and  we  therefore  fell  upon  the  expedient  of  getting 
this  depot,  from  whence  every  one  who  retired  might 
take  a  suitable  sum.  But  now  the  Directory  is  dis- 
solved, what  shall  we  do  with  it  ?" — "  If  I  had  been 
ofiEicially  informed  of  it,'^  said  Napoleon,  ^^  it  must 
have  been  restored  to  the  public  treasury ;  but  as  that 
is  not  the  case,  I  am  not  supposed  to  know  any  thing 
of  the  matter.  Take  it,  and  divide  it  with  Ducos ; 
but  make  haste,  for  to-morrow  it  may  be  too  late.^^ 

VOL.  III.  3  D 
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CHAP.    Sidyes  did  not  require  a  second  bidding ;  that  very 
XXVII.  ^^y  1^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  treasure,  "but  appropriated,'' 


1799.    ^7^  Napoleon,  "  600,000  francs  to  bimsdf,  and  gave 
only  200,000  to  poor  Ducos.^'    In  truth.  Duces  got 
only  100,000;   the  Grand  Elector  abiorhed  all  the 
» Qoh.  iL  5.  rest.^    This  treasure,  however,  was  fbr  from  satisfy- 
ing SiSyes.     One  day,  soon  after,  he  said  to  Napoleon, 
"  How  fortunate  you  are ;  all  the  glory  of  the  18th 
Brumaire  has  fallen  to  your  lot ;  while  I  shall  pro* 
bably  incur  only  blame  for  my  share  in  the  attempt." 
— '^  What !"    exclaimed  Napoleon,   '^  lia?e  not  the 
consular  commissaries  passed  a  resolution  that  yon 
have  deserved  wdl  of  your  country  ?     Tell  me  honest- 
ly, what  do  you  want?''     8i&fes,  with  a  ridiculons 
grimace,  replied,  *^  Do  you  not  think,  oitisen-consu], 
that  some  wxticmal  domaioy  a  monument  of  the  na- 
tional gratitude,  would  be  a  fit  recompense  to  one 
•  Nm»-  i-     who  has  co*operated  with  you  in  your  great  designs  ?" 
Gba.' 11.350. — "  Oh  !  I  understand  you  now,"  said  Napoleon;  "  I 
Gob.  u.  5,  ^jjj  gp^^  ^j^j^  Duces  on  the  subject"*    Two  days 

afterwards  appeared  a  decree  of  the  commissiou  of  the 
Councils,  awarding  to  l^Syes  the  national  domain  of 
Crosne,  in  ^^  name  of  national  recompense."  But 
Sieyes  soon  found  out  that  the  nation  had  not  the 
right  to  dispose  of  the  estate  of  Crosne ;  and  it  was 
exchanged  for  the  superb  Hotel  del  Infantado  in 
Paris,  and  the  rich  lands  of  Faisanderie  in  the  park 
of  Versailles. 

Such  was  the  exhaustion  of  the  French  people,  oc- 
immeiMe  casioncd  by  revolutionary  convulsions,  that  this  con-* 
S^^'^*nif  stitution,  destroying,  as  it  did,  all  the  objects  for  whidi 
whoap-  the  people  had  combated  fcnr  ten  yeairs,  was  gladly 
thi^new  adopted  by  an  immense  majority  of  the  electors.  It 
oaMdta,    ^as  Improved  of  by  3,011,007  citizens ;  while  that  of 
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1793  had  only  obtained  1,801,918  suflfrages,  and  that   chap. 
in  1795,  which  established  the  Directory,  1,067,390.^  ^^^^^' 


These  numbers  are  highly  instructive.  They  demon-  1799. 
Btrate,  what  so  many  other  considerations  conspire  to  t  MJgn.  u. 
indicate,  that  even  the  most  vehement  changes  are*^' 
brought  about  by  a  factious  and  energetic  minority, 
and  that  it  is  often  more  the  supineness  than  the 
numerical  inferiority  of  the  better  class  of  citizens 
which  Subjects  them  to  the  tyranny  of  the  lowest. 
In  1789,  indeed,  the  great  majority  of  all  classes  were 
carried  away  by  the  fever  of  innovation ;  but  these 
transports  were  of  short  duration ;  and  from  the  time 
that  the  sombre  days  of  the  Revolution  began,  their 
numerical  superiority  was  at  an  end.  It  was  the  ter- 
rors and  disunion  of  the  class  of  proprietors,  which, 
by  leaving  no  power  in  the  state,  but  the  populace  and 
their  demagogues,  delivered  the  nation  over  to  the 
horrors  of  Jacobin  slavery. 

Such  was  the  termination  of  the  changes  of  the 
French  Revolution ;  and  such  the  government  which  ReflaeUon* 
the  people  brought  upon  themselves  by  their  sins  and  ^^n^f 
their  extravagance.    On  the  23d  June  1789,  before  Napoleon 
one  drop  of  blood  had  been  shed  or  one  estate  confis- Gonniiar 
cated,  Louis  offered  the  State^-Oeneral  a  constitution  ^"»~"«- 
oontaining  all  the  elements  of  real  freedom,  with  all 
the  guarantees  which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
necessary  for  its  duration ;  the  security  of  property, 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  personal  freedom,  equality  of 
taxation,  provincial  assemblies,  the  voting  of  taxes  by 
the  State»-General,  and  the  vesting  of  the  legislative 
power  in  the  representatives  of  the  three  estates  in 
their  separate  chambers.'    l*he  popular  ^^preseiita- •^^^- *• 
tives,  seduced  by  the  [^antom  of  democratic  ambition. 
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CHAP,   refiused  the  offer,  usurped  for  themselves  the  whole 

powers  of  sovereignty,  and  with  relentless  rigour  pur- 

1799.  sued  their  victory,  till  they  had  destroyed  the  clergy, 
the  nobles,  and  the  throne.  France  waded  through 
an  ocean  of  blood;  calamities  unheard  of  assailed 
every  class,  from  the  throne  to  the  cottage ;  for  ten 
long  years  the  struggle  continued,  and  at  length  it 
terminated  in  the  establishment,  by  universal  consult, 
of  a  government  which  swept  away  every  remnant  of 
freedom,  and  consigned  the  state  to  the  tranquillity  of 
military  despotism.  So  evidently  was  this  result  the 
punishment  of  the  crimes  of  the  Revolution,  that  it 
appeared  in  that  light  even  to  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal actors  in  that  convulsion.  In  a  letter  written 
by  Sieyes  to  Riouffe  at  that  period,  he  ssdd,  ^^  It  is 
then  for  such  a  result  that  the  French  nation  has 
gone  through  its  Revolution !  The  ambitious  villain  ! 
>  suyes  to  He  marches  successfully  through  all  the  ways  of  for- 
^^*'  tune  and  crime — ^all  is  vanity,  distrust,  and  terror. 
1800 ;  There  is  here  neither  elevation  nor  liberality.  Pro- 
871.  vidence  wishes  to  punish  us  hy  the  Revolution  itself.^ 
Our  chains  are  too  humiliating ;  on  all  sides  nothing 
is  to  be  seen  but  powers  prostrated ;  leaden  oppres- 
sion, military  despotism  is  alone  triumphant  If  any 
thing  could  make  us  retain  some  esteem  for  the  nar 
tion,  it  is  the  luxury  of  perfidy  of  which  it  has  been 
the  victim.  But  the  right  of  the  sabre  is  the  weak- 
est of  all;  for  it  is  the  one  which  is  soonest  worn 
out." 

Had  this  been  merely  a  temporary  result,  the 
friends  of  freedom  might  have  found  some  consola- 
tion in  the  reflection,  that  the  elements  at  least  of 
ultimate  liberty  were  laid,  and  that  the  passing  storm 
had  renovated,  not  destroyed  the  face  of  society. 
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But  the  evil  went  a  great  deal  deeper.     In  their  de-    chap. 

mocratic  fervour,  the  people  had  pulled  down  the [^ 

bulwarks  not  only  of  order,  but  of  liberty ;  and  when    1799. 
France  emerged  from  the  tempest,  the  classes  were  Durable 
extinct  whose  combined  and  counteracting  influence  ^S^^n 
are  necessary  for  its  existence.     "  The  principle  of  f«nd«>^ 
the  French  Revolution,"  says  Napoleon,  "  being  the  ^ uwde- 
absolute  equality  of  all  classes,  there  resulted  from  2^^^^ 
it  a  total  want  of  aristocracy.     If  a  republic  is  diffi- cpa«y  tnd 
cult  to  construct  on  any  durable  basis  without  an  *'^' 
order  of  nobles,  much  more  so  is  a  monarchy.     To 
form  a  constitution  in   a  country  destitute  of  any 
species  of  aristocracy,  is  like  attempting  to  navigate 
in  a  single  elemeilt.    The  French  Revolution  has  at- 
tempted a  problem  as  insoluble  as  the  direction  of 
balloons."*      "  A   monarchy,"   says    Lord    Bacon,  *  Nap.  i. 
"  where  there  is  no  nobility  at  all,  is  ever  a  pure     ' 
and  absolute  tyranny,  as  that  of  the  Turks ;  for  no- 
bility attempers  sovereignty,  and  draws  the  eyes  of 
the  people  somewhat  aside  from  the  line  royal."*   In  ■  BiM»n,  ii. 
these  profound  observations  is  to  be  found  the  se- 
cret of  the  subsequent  experienced  impossibility  of 
constructing  a  durable  free  government  in  France, 
or  preserving  any  thing  like  a  balance  between  the 
different  classes  of  society.    The  Revolution  had  left 
only  the  government,  the  army,  and  the  people ;  no 
intermediate  rank  existed  to  counteract  the  influence 
of  the  former,  or  give  durability  to  the  exertions  of 
the  latter.     Left  to  themselves,  the  people  were  no 
match  in  the  long  run  for  an  executive  wielding  the 
whole  military  force  of  the  kingdom,  and  disposing 
in  offices  and  appointments,  even  in  pacific  periods, 
of  above  L.40,000,000  a-year. 

In  moments  of  excitement,  the  democratic  spirit 
may  become  powerful ;  and  by  infecting  the  military, 
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CHAP,   give  a  momentaiy  triumph  to  the  populace;  but, 
^^  ^  '  with  the  cessation  of  the  effervescence,  the  influence 
1799.    ^^  government  must  return  with  redoubled  force,  and 
All  revo-    the  people  be  again  subjected  to  the  yoke  of  servi- 
Ifter'uiii    ^^^^j  either  under  the  old  government  or  the  new 
were  revo-  one  which  thcj  havc  installed  in  its  stead.    In  such 
the  pdace  a  State  of  socioty  all  revolutions  must  be  revolutions 
^'^^'        of  the  palace   only.     Casual  bursts  of  democratic 
passion  cannot  maintain  a  long  contest  in  a  corrupted 
age  with  the  steady  efforts  of  a  regular  government ; 
and  if  they  could,  they  would  lead  only  to  the  trans- 
ference of  despotic  power  from  one  set  of  rulers  to 
another.    It  is  hard  to  say  whether  liberty  has  most 
to  dread,  in  such  circumstances,  from  its  friends  or 
its  enemies.     Durable  freedom  is  to  be  secured  only 
by  the  steady,  persevering  efforts  of  an  aristocracy, 
supported,  when  necessary,  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people,  and  hindered  from  running  into  excess  by 
the  vigour  of  the  executive.   In  all  ages  of  the  world, 
and  under  all  forms  of  government,  it  is  in  the  equi- 
poise of  these  powers  that  freedom  has  been  formed, 
and  from  the  destouction  of  one  of  them  that  the 
commencement  of  servitude  is  to  be  dated.     The 
French  Revolution,  by  totally  destroying  the  whole 
class  of  the  aristocracy,  and  preventing,  by  the  abo- 
lition of  primogeniture,  its  reconstruction,  has  ren- 
dered this  balance  impossible,  and,  instead  of  the 
elements  of  European  freedom,  left  in  society  only 
the  instruments  and  the  victims  of  Asiatic  despotian. 
It  is  as  impossible  to  construct  a  durable  free  govern- 
ment with  such  materials  as  it  would  be  to  form 
glass  or  gunpowder  with  two  only  of  the  three  el^ 
ments  of  which  they  are  composed ;  and  the  result 
has  completely  established  the  truth  of  these  prin- 
ciples.     The  despotism  of  Napoleon  was,  till  hiB 
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fall,  the  most  rigorous  of  any  in  Europe :  and  al-   ohap. 
though  France  enjoyed  fifteen  years  of  liberty  under  ^^^^^' 


the  Restoration,  when  the  swords  of  Alexander  and  1799. 
Wellington  had  righted  the  balance,  and  the  recol- 
lection of  subjugation  had  tamed  for  a  time  the  as- 
pirations of  democracy ;  yet,  with  the  rise  of  a  new 
generation  and  the  oblivion  of  former  disaster,  the 
scales  were  anew  subverted,  the  constitutional  mo- 
narchy was  overturned,  and  from  amidst  the  smoke 
of  the  Barricades,  the  awful  figure  of  military  power 
again  emerged. 

Grievous  as  has  been  the  injury,  however,  to  the 
cause  of  freedom  which  the  ruin  of  the  French  aristo-niMitroM 
cracy  has  occasioned,  it  is  not  so  great  or  so  irrepar-  the  imu. 
able  as  has  resulted  from  the  destruction  of  the  Church,  ^^ 
and  consequent  irreligion  of  the  most  energetic  part  of 
the  population.  This  evil  has  spread  to  an  unparal- 
leled extent,  and  produced  mischiefs  of  incalculable 
ma^itude.  If  it  be  true,  as  the  greatest  of  their  phi- 
losophers has  declared,  that  it  was  neither  their  num- 
bers, nor  their  talent,  nor  their  military  spirit,  which 
gave  the  Romans  the  empire  of  the  world,  but  the  re* 
ligious  feeling  which  animated  their  people,^  it  may 
be  conceived  what  consequences  must  have  resulted 
from  the  extinction  of  public  worship  over  a  whole 
country,  and  the  education  of  a  generation  ignorant  of 
the  very  elements  of  religious  belief.  It  is  the  pain- 
ful duty  of  the  moralist  to  trace  the  consequences  of 
so  shocking  an  act  of  national  impiety,  in  the  progres- 

*  Nee  numero  Hispanos,  nee  robore  GalloSi  nee  calliditate  Pcenos, 
nee  artibus  Orsecosy  nee  denique  hoe  ipso  hujus  gentis  et  terrsB  domes- 
tico  naiivoque  sensu^  Italos  ipsos  et  Latinos ;  sed  pietate  ac  religione, 
atqne  hac  una  sapientia^  quod  Deomm  immortaliam  numine  omnia  regi 
gttbernariqoe  penpeximnSi  omnes  gentes^  nationesque  superavimus.— 

CiCBRO. 
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CHAP,   sive  dissolution  of  maimers,  the  growth  of  selfishness, 
'_  and  the  unrestrained  career  of  passion,  by  which  so 


1799.  large  a  portion  of  the  French  people  haxe  since  been 
distinguished ;  but  its  effects  upon  public  freedom  are, 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  equally  important.  Li- 
berty is  essentially  based  on  the  generous  feelings  of 
our  nature ;  it  requires  often  the  sacrifice  of  private 
gratification  for  the  public  good ;  it  can  never  subsist 
for  any  length  of  time  without  that  heroic  self-denial, 
which  can  only  be  founded  on  the  promises  and  the 
belief  of  religion.  We  must  not  confound  with  this 
generous  and  elevated  spirit  the  desire  for  licentious- 
ness, which  chafes  against  every  control  whether  hu- 
man or  divine ;  the  one  is  the  burst  of  vegetation  in  ita 
infancy,  and  gives  promise  of  the  glories  of  sammer 
and  the  riches  of  harvest ;  the  other  the  fermentation 
which  precedes  corruption.  By  destroying  the  Church, 
and  educating  a  whole  generation  without  any  reli- 
gious principles,  France  has  given  a  blow  to  her  free- 
dom and  her  prosperity,  from  which  she  can  never  re- 
«,y«.  The  t^Z  of  democr^^y.  4.  «,en«<»>  of 
knowledge,  will  give  but  a  transient  support  to  liberty 
when  deprived  of  that  perennial  supply  which  is  de- 
rived from  the  sense  of  duty  which  religion  inspires. 
•*  As  Atheism,"  says  Lord  Bacon,  "  is  in  all  re- 
lit  kiting  spects  hateful,  so  in  this,  that  it  depriveth  human  na- 
with*the     ture  of  the  means  of  exalting  itself  above  human  frail- 

iSnl**  ^^  *7  ^  *^^  ^  ^*  ^®  ^^  particular  persons,  so  it  is  in  na- 
tions." Passion  will  find  as  many  objects  of  gratifica- 
tion under  a  despotism  as  a  republic  ;  seduction  is  as 
easy  from  private  as  public  desires ;  pleasure  is  as  al- 
luring in  the  palace  of  opulence  as  in  the  forum  of  de- 
mocracy. The  transition  is  in  general  slow  from  pa- 
triotic principle  or  public  spirit  to  private  gratifica- 
tion, because  they  spring  from  the  opposite  motives  to 
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hamon  conduct :  but  it  is  rapid  from  rebellion  against   chap. 

•  •  •  XXVII 

the  restraints  of  virtue,  to  thraldom  under  the  chains ^ 

of  vice,  for  the  former  is  but  the  commencement  of  1799. 
the  latter.  ^*  The  character  of  democracy  and  despo- 
tism,'' says  Aristotle,^  "  is  the  same.  Both  exercise  *  Arist.  d« 
a  despotic  authority  over  the  better  class  of  citizens  ;  4. 
decrees  are  in  the  one  what  ordinances  and  arbitrary 
violence  are  in  the  other.  In  different  ages,  the  de- 
mocrat and  court  favourite  are  not  unfrequently  the 
same  men^  and  always  bear  a  close  analogy  to  each 
other  j  they  have  the  principal  power  in  their  respec- 
tive forms  of  government ;  favourites  with  the  abso- 
lute monarch ;  demagogues  with  the  sovereign  multi- 
tude. "  Charles  11."  says  Chateaubriand,  "  threw  Ke- 
publican  England  into  the  arms  of  women  ;''  but,  in 
truth,  it  was  not  the  amorous  monarch  who  effected 
the  change ;  it  was  the  easy  transition  from  democrar 
tic  license  to  general  corruption,  which  debased  the 
nation  at  the  Restoration.  Mr  Hume  has  observed,' 
that  religious  fanaticism  during  the  Civil  Wars  dis-^ 
graced  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  England ;  but,  in  truth, 
it  was  the  only  safeguard  of  public  virtue  during  those 
critical  times ;  and  but  for  the  unbending  austerity  of 
the  Puritans,  public  freedom  would  have  irrecover- 
ably perished  in  the  flood  of  licentiousness  which  over- 
whelmed the  country  on  the  accession  of  Charles  II. 
"  Knowledge,"  says  Lord  Bacon,  "is  power ;"  he  has 
not  said  it  is  either  wisdom  or  virtue.  It  augments 
the  influence  of  opinion  upon  mankind ;  but  whether 
it  augments  it  to  good  or  evil  purpose,  depends  upon 
the  character  of  the  information  which  is  communi- 
cated, and  the  precautions  against  corruption  which 
are  simultaneously  taken.  As  much  as  it  enlarges  the 
foundations  of  prosperity  in  a  virtuous,  does  it  extend 
the  sources  of  corruption  in  a  degenerate  age.     Un- 
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CHAP,  less  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  peo- 
pie  extends  in  proportion  to  their  intellectual  cultivi^ 


1799.    tion,  the  increase  of  knowledge  is  but  an  addition  to 
the  lever  by  which  vice  dissolves  the  fabric  of  society. 
The  revolutionary  party  have  frequently  said,  that 
Frodigioiu  it  was  Napoleon  who  constructed  with  so  much  abi- 
Sfr**!!^    lity  the  fabric  of  despotism  in  France ;  but,  in  truth, 
traiixation  it  was  uot  he  that  did  it,  nor  was  his  power,  great  as 
Tnt^^^d^  it  waSy  ever  equal  to  the  task.     It  was  the  Constitu- 
wi^k)^  ent  Assembly  who  broke  ihe  bonds  of  France,  and 
left  only  a  disjointed,  misshapen  mass,  forming  an 
easy  prey  to  the  first  despotism  which  should  succeed 
it.   By  destroying  the  parliaments,  provincial  assem- 
blies, and  courts  of  law ;  by  annihilating  the  old  di- 
visions and  rights  of  the  provinces ;  by  extinguish- 
ing all  corporations  and  provincial  establishments,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  confiscated  the  property  of 
the  Church,  drove  the  nobles  into  exile,  and  soon 
after  seized  upon  their  estates,  they  took  away  for 
the  future  all  elements  of  resistance  even  to  the 
power  of  the  metropolis.     Every  thing  was  imme- 
diately centralized  in  its  public  offices  ;  the  lead  in  all 
public  matters  taken  by  its  citizens ;  and  the  direc- 
tion of  every  detail,  however  minute,  assumed  by  its 
ministers.     France,  ever  since,  has  fallen  into  a  state 
of  subjection  to  Paris,  to  which  there  is  nothing  com- 
parable even  in  the  annals  of  Oriental  servitude. 
The  ruling  power  in  the  East  is  frequently  shaken, 
sometimes  overturned,  by  tumults  originating  in  the 
provinces ;  but  there  has  been  no  example,  since  the 
new  regime  was  fully  established  by  the  suppression 
,    of  the  La  Vendue  rebellion,  of  the  central  authority 
in  France  being  shaken  but  by  movements  origina- 
ting in  the  capital.     The  authority  of  Robespierre, 
Napoleon,  Louis,  and  Louis  Philippe,  were  succes- 
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mvely  acknowledged  by  thirty  millions  over  the  coun-   chap. 

try,  as  soon  as  a  faction  in  Paris  had  obtained  the 

ascendency;  and  the  obedient  departments  waited  1799, 
for  the  announcement  of  the  telegraph,  or  the  arrival 
of  the  mail,  to  know  whether  they  should  salute  an 
emperor,  a  king,  a  consul,  or  a  decemvir.  This 
total  prostration  of  the  strength  of  a  great  nation 
to  the  rulix^  power  in  the  metropolis,  could  never 
have  taken  place  under  the  old  government;  and, 
accordingly,  nothing  of  the  kind  was  experienced 
under  the  monarchy.  It  was  the  great  deeds  of 
democratic  despotism  perpetrated  by  the  Consti- 
tuent Assembly  which  destroyed  all  the  elements  of 
resistance  in  the  provinces,  and  left  France  a  help- 
less multitude,  necessarily  subject  to  the  power  which 
had  gained  possession  of  the  machinery  of  govern- 
ments Despotic  as  the  old  government  of  France 
was,  it  could  never  have  attempted  such  an  arbitrary 
system;  even  the  power  of  the  Czar  Peter,  or  the 
Sultan  Mahmoud,  would  have  been  shattered  against 
such^an  invasion  of  established  rights  and  settled 
interests.  A  memorable  instance  of  the  extreme 
danger  to  which  the  interests  of  freedom  are  exposed 
from  the  blind  passions  of  democracy ;  and  of  the 
fatal  effect  of  the  spring  flood  which  drowns  the 
institutions  of  a  state,  when  the  opposing  powers  of 
the  people  and  the  government  are  brought  for  a 
time  to  draw  in  the  same  direction. 

To  all  human  appearance,  therefore,  the  establish- 
ment of  permanent  freedom  is  hopeless  in  France ;  HopdaM 
the  bulwarks  of  European  liberty  have  disappeared  Jj^^^ 
in  the  land,  and  over  the  whole  expanse  is  seen  only  f^^^^ 
the  level  surface  of  Asiatic  despotism.     This  grievous 
result  is  the  consequence  and  the  punishment  of  the 
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CHAP,   great  and  crying  sins  of  the  Ke volution ;  of  the  irre- 
^^^"'  ligious  spirit  in  which  it  was  conceived ;  the  atheis- 


1799.  tical  measures  which  it  introduced;  the  noble  blood 
which  it  shed ;  the  private  right  which  it  overturned ; 
the  boundless  property  which  it  confiscated.  But 
for  these  offences,  a  constitutional  monarchy,  like 
that  which  for  a  century  and  a  half  has  given  glory 
and  happiness  to  England,  might  have  been  estab- 
lished in  its  great  rival ;  because,  but  for  these 
oflfences,  the  march  of  the  Revolution  would  have 
been  unstained  by  crime.  In  nations,  as  in  indivi- 
duals, a  harvest  of  prosperity  never  yet  waa  reaped 
from  seed  sown  in  injustice.  But  nations  have  no 
immortality  ;  and  that  final  retribution  which  in 
private  life  is  often  postponed,  to  outward  appearance 
at  least,  to  another  world,  is  brought  with  swift  and 
unerring  wings  upon  the  third  and  fourth  generation 
in  the  political  delinquencies  of  mankind. 

Does,  then,  the  march  of  freedom  necessarily  ter- 
Difltinction  miuato  in  disaster  ?  Is  improvement  inevitably 
between     allied  to  innovation,  innovation  to  revolution  ?    .And 

the  mfe  ' 

•nd  dan.  must  the  philosopher,  who  beholds  the  infant  strug- 
JS^riTof  gles  of  liberty,  ever  foresee  in  their  termination  the 
freedom,  blood  of  Robespierro,  or  the  carnage  of  Napoleon  ? 
No!  The  distinction  between  the  two  is  as  wide 
as  between  day  and  night — ^between  virtue  and  vice. 
The  simplest  and  rudest  of  mankind  may  distin- 
guish, with  as  much  certainty  as  belongs  to  erring 
mortals,  whether  the  ultimate  tendency  of  innova- 
tions is  beneficial  or  ruinous — whether  they  are 
destined  to  bring  blessings  or  curses  on  their  wings. 
This  test  is  to  be  found  in  the  character  of  those 
who  support  them,  and  the  moral  justice  or  injustice 
of  their  measures.     If  those  who  forward  the  work 
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of  reform  are  the  most  pure  and  upright  in  their    chap. 

private  conduct ;  if  they  are  the  foremost  in  every '^ 

moral  and  religious  duty ;  most  unblemished  in  their  1799. 
intercourse  with  men,  and  most  undeviating  in  their 
duty  to  God ;  if  they  are  the  best  fathers,  the  best 
husbands,  the  best  landlords,  the  most  charitable 
and  humane  of  society,  who  take  the  lead ;  if  their 
proceedings  are  characterized  by  moderation,  and 
they  are  scrupulously  attentive  to  justice  and  huma- 
nity in  all  their  actions  :  then  the  people  may  safely 
follow  in  their  steps,  and  anticipate  blessings  to 
themselves  and  their  children  from  the  measures 
they  promote.  But  if  the  reverse  of  all  this  is  the 
case ;  if  the  leaders  who  seek  to  rouse  their  passions 
are  worthless  or  suspicious  in  private  life ;  if  they 
are  tyrannical  landlords,  faithless  husbands,  negli- 
gent fathers ;  if  they  are  sceptical  or  indifferent  in 
religion,  reckless  or  improvident  in  conduct,  ruined 
or  tottering  in  fortune ;  if  they  are  selfish  in  their 
enjoyments,  and  callous  and  indifferent  to  the  poor  ; 
if  their  liberty  is  a  cloak  for  licentiousness,  and  their 
patriotism  an  excuse  for  ambition ;  if  their  actions 
are  hasty  and  inconsiderate,  and  their  measures  cal- 
culated to  do  injustice  or  create  suffering  to  indi- 
viduals, on  the  plea  of  state  necessity :  then  the 
people  may  rest  assured  that  they  are  leading  them 
to  perdition ;  that  the*  fabric  of  liberty  never  yet 
was  reared  by  such  hands,  or  on  such  a  basis ;  and 
that,  whatever  temporary  triumph  may  attend  their 
steps,  the  day  of  reckoning  will  come,  and  an  awful 
retribution  awaits  them  or  their  children. 

The  final  result  of  the  irreligious  efforts  of  the 
French  people  is  singularly  illustrative  of  the  moral 
government  to  which  human  affairs  are  subject,  and 
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CHAP,   of  the  vanity  of  all  attempts  to  check  that  spread  of 
XXVII.  ji^jjgj^jj  -n^liich  has  heen  decreed  hy  Almighty  power. 


1799.  ^hen  the  Parisian  philosophers  heheld  the  universal 
immenfe  diffdsion  of  the  spirit  of  scepticism  which  they  had 
given^y  P^d^ced }  whou  a  nation  was  seen  abjuring  every 
changes  of  spccics  of  dovotiou,  and  a  generation  risiilg  in  the 
revo  u  on,  ^^^^  ^£  Europc  iguoraut  of  the  very  elements  of 

^2il!jj^^  religious  belief,  the  triumph  of  infidelity  appeared 
■nitjoTtf  complete,  and  the  faithful  trembled  and  mourned 
*  ^^  in  silence  at  the  melancholy  prospects  which  were 
opening  upon  the  world.  Yet  in  this  very  spirit 
were  preparing,  by  an  unseen  hand,  the  means  of 
the  ultimate  triumph  of  civilized  over  barbaric  be- 
lief, and  of  a  greater  spread  of  the  Christian  faith 
than  had  taken  place  since  it  was  embraced  by  the 
tribes  who  overthrew  the  Roman  empire.  In  the 
deadly  strife  of  European  ambition,  the  arms  of 
civilization  acquired  an  irresistible  preponderance ; 
with  its  last  convulsions  the  strength  of  Russia  was 
immeasurably  augmented,  and  that  mighty  power, 
which  had  been  organized  by  the  genius  of  Peter 
and  matured  by  the  ambition  of  Catharine,  received 
its  final  development  from  the  invasion  of  Napo- 
leon. The  Crescent,  long  triumphant  over  the  Cross, 
has  now  yielded  to  its  ascendant ;  the  barrier  of  the 
Caucasus  and  the  Balkhan  have  been  burst  by  its 
champions ;  the  ancient  wa^-cry  of  Constantinople, 
**  Victory  to  the  Cross ! ''  has,  after  an  interval  of 
four  centuries,  been  heard  on  the  iEgean  Sea ;  and 
that  lasting  triumph,  which  all  the  eiithusiasm  of 
the  Crusaders  could  not  effect,  has  arisen  from  the 
energy  infused  into  what  was  then  an  unknown  tribe, 
by  the  infidel  arms  of  their  descendants.  In  such 
marvellous  and  unforeseen  consequences^  the  histo- 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  799 

rian  finds  ample  grounds  for  consolation  at  the  tern-    chap. 

porary  triumph  of  wickedness ;  from  the  corruption '_ 

of  decaying,  he  turns  to  the  energy  of  infant  civili-  1799. 
zation  ;  while  he  laments  the  decline  of  the  princi- 
ples of  prosperity  in  their  present  seats,  he  anticipates 
their  resurrection  in  those  where  they  were  first 
cradled;  and  traces,  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
nations,  the  incessant  operation  of  those  general  laws 
which  provide,  even  amidst  the  decline  of  present 
greatness,  for  the  final  improvejoient  and  elevation 
of  the  species. 


END  OF  VOLUME  THIRD. 
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